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A  LAmORDiiM  foil  (rao's^ANOp^^ 


BEING  THE  StTBSTAMGK  OF  TWO  SkRMOMS^ 

^  The  firft  BK^^kd  at  the.  adimiiioii  of  the  RctJ  Ijlr  Jiicsft 
FiSHBRn  bte  Minifter  of  the  goilpiBl-afe  KmchteOi  to  be  MU 
nifter  of  the  dieting  Aflbci^^,  Cbng^galifm  in  an^  aboot 
Ghfgbwi^  0£bber  8«  1741.}  the  other  preached  at  Sturling^ 
the  third  Sabbath  of  OQxhcr,  I74i. 


tm 


PsAL.  cxxjiu  f  7.— ^/'i^#,w,  or^\ne^  fl  lan\pffr^  mine  AnointeJ. 

THE  FIRST   SER3i^Ii^pN:THIS  TEXT. 

I  SHALL  not  confumc'iawc  in  ifldrorducing  myfcif  into 
thefe  words.  It  .iaJtKcoigb/'Uj^'^priie  interpreters,  that 
this  pfalm  was  penned  by  Solomon,  upon  the  occafion 
of  the  dedication  of  the  temple  unto  God.  The  firft  part  of 
the  pfalm,  viz.  from  the  beginniog  of  it  to  ver.  10.  confifts  of 
petitions.  The  fecond  part,  namely,  from  ver.  11.  to  the 
clofe^  con^fts  of  a  bundle  of  great  and  precious  promifes  re* 
hting  to  David  and  his  family  in  the  type,  but  mainly  and 
ultimately  to  Chrift  and  his  New  Teftament  church  in  the 
antitype. 

God  promifes,  (i.)  To  fix  his  refidence  in  his  church,  ver. 
13.  14.  ^<  For  the  Lord  hath  chofen  Zion  ;  he  hath  dcfired  it 
for  his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft  for  ever  t  here  will  I  dwells 
for  I  have  defired  it/*  God's  gracious  prcfence  In  his  church, 
and  amongft  his  people,  makes  her  the  perfection  of  beauty, 
and  the  praife  of  the  whole  earth.  (;^.)  He  promifes  to  blefs 
the  provifion  he  makes  for  them,  ver.  15.  *'  I  will  abundantly 
blcfs  \\tx  provifion  :  1  will  faiisfy  her  poor  with  bread."  He 
will  fupply  all  their  needs,  according  to  his  riches  in  glory, 
bv  Chrift  Jcfus.    He  will  feed  them  with  the  hidden  manna, 

&c. 
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&c.  (3.)  He  promifes  to  give  her  faithful  and  fuccefsful  uA^ 
nidersy  vcr.  j6.  "I  will  clothe  her  prielts  with  falvation.'^ 
Mintfters  are  then  clothed  with  falvatlon,  when,  by  .the  power 
of  God  rtfting  upon  them  and  their  miniftrations,  they  are 
the  happy  initruments  of  bringing  m&y  to  Chrift,  in  whom 
they  find  falvation  from  fin  and  wrath  ;  aqd  when  the  atm  of 
the  Lord  is  revealed,  then  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  all  true 
believers,  do  *^  (hout  aloud  for  joy."  (4.)  He  promifes,  that 
however  low  the  intereft  of  Cbriil  may  be  brought,  though, 
like  himfelT,  it  may  appear  a  root  in  a  dry  place,  yet,  like  a 
tree  well  rooted  in  the  ground,  fore  lopt  and  hacked  by  maa 
and  Satan,  it  will  fprout  again,  as  in  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe, 
<^  There  will  I  make  David's  horn  to  bud."  The  meaning 
iSj  I  will  bring  forth  a  glqrious  and  renowned  King  out  of  the 
rbtten  (lump  of  the  family  of  David  in  the  fulnefs  of  time. 
Chrift  himftrlf  i$  the  principal  bud  of  that  tree,  and  all  belie- 
vers are  the  buds  of  chat  bud.  (5.)  He  promifes,  that  the 
lamp  of  gofpel  light  (hall  (till  (hine  in  his  true  church,  for  ma* 
nifeiling  the  glory  of  Chrift :  /  have  ordained  a  lamp  for  mim 
Anointed* 

Where  remark,  (1.)  The  defignation  given  unto  Chrift  by 
God  his  Father ;  he  is  mine  Anointed.  Though  he  be  dcfpifed 
and  rejeded  of  ^mep^  t^Qugh.  ap  pj\l[^lieving  world  fee  no 
form  or  comelin6d\it:*htiii/ wh)R»he  ikfiL\d  ^  defired,  yet  I 
own  him,  and  chafieirg^him  as  )ntn^  *Afio1nted,  the  Prophet, 
Pricft,  and  King  of  •nlyf  c6<icb-:-!?  I  have  found  David 
my  fervant :  widi  my*hDty<Ml'-]^!iv&  S  anointed  him.  With 
whom  my  hand  ihMlT^C  jfift^bSi^h^ll  :•  mine  arm  alfo  Ihall 
ilxengthen  him,**  P{^.  j]odnt/ic5JstL.!  (2)  The  great  mean 
of  God's  appointment  for  manifefting  the  glory  of  Chrift  to  a 
loft  world  ;  he  has  provided  a  lamp  for  his  Anointed.  The 
ufe  of  a  lamp  is  to  give  light  to  people  in  the  darknefs  of  the 
»ight;  fo  the  word  of  God,  particularly  the  gofpel,  is  a  light 
ihining  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  of  glory  dawn,  when  the 
X*ord  God  and  the  Lamb  will  be  the  light  of  the  lanfomed 
for  endlefs  evermore.  (3.)  The  authority  by  which  this  Ump 
is  lighted  and  carried  through  this  dark  world ;  it  is  ordained 
of  God  ;  and  by  his  commandment  it  is  that  we  preach  and 
fpread  the  light  of  the  gofpel>  Mark  xvi.  15.  20. 

Observe.  "  That  the  difpenfation  of  the  everlafting  gofpel 
is  a  lamp  which  God  has  ordained  for  manifefting  the  glory 
of  Chrift  unto  a  loft  world  lying  in  darkncfs." 

In  difcourfing  this  doflrine,  through  divine  afliftance,  I  (hall 
purfue  the  following  method. 
L  Speak  a  little  of  Chrift  as  God's  Anointed. 

2  II.  Of 
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n.  Of  the  lainp  onhdned  for  him. 
YII.  Of  the  ormnation  of  this  lamp. 

IV.  OBer  fome  feafens  why  God  hat  ordained  it* 

V.  MJee  appU^ation. 

T.  The  J!r/I  dung  propoft^  it,  toj^i  a  little  tfGod^i  AmiM* 
<tf.  ^  Ood,  thy  Gk>d»  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  glad* 
nefs  abore  thy  feUowV'PraL  xlr.  7.  Hence  his  name  Mejfiak 
m  Ae  HdvreWy  and  Chnfi  in  the  Greek/  both  of  them  fig- 
ai^  property,  72f  oiMtteH  One  of  God.  This  defignation  im* 
P>»ta,  %  • 

1.  That  he  18  a  Redeemer  and  Saviour  of  God'a  choofing  1 
Sir  none  were  anointed  onto  any  office  under  the  law,  but  foch 
u  God  particolaily  defigned  and  elefted :  and  fuch  an  one  ia 
Oinft.  <'  Behold  my  fetvant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  eled  in 
idiom  my  foul  ddighteth :  I  have  put  my  Spirit  u^n  him^ 
he  flull  bring  forth  Judgement  to  the  Gentiles,**  If.  xlii.  i. 

2.  Tlus  defignatton  intimates,  that  he  was  called,  <<  thb 
called  and  fent  of  God-^  I  the  Lord  have  called. thee,*  If. 
zliL  6.  He  did  not  take  this  honour  to  himfelf,  but  was 
**  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron."  When  faith  embraces  him, 
it  hath  this  in  its  eye,  it  takes  him  up  as  the  fent  of  God. 

3.  This  defignation  likewife  implies  his  inveftiture  into  his 
offices  as  the  great  Prophet,  Piicft,  and  King  of  his  church. 
He  was  invefted  into  his  offices  with  great  foleninity ;  the  fo- 
kmnity  of  a  decree,  "  I  will  declare  ilic  decree,"  Pfal.  ii.  7. 
&c.  the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  "  The  Lord  hath  fworn,  and 
will  not  repent.  Thou  art  a  Prieft  for  ever,"  Pial.  ex.  4. ;  yea, 
with  the  folemnity  of  an  open  and  audible  proclamation  from 
the  excellent  glory  above,  when  the  heavens  were  opened^  and 
the  Spirit  defcended  upon  him  in  the  likencfs  of  a  dove. 

4.  This  defignation  alfo  connotes  his  being  throughly  fitted 
and  furniihed  for  his  work,  by  an  unmcafurablc  efl'ufioii  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.     "  Grace  was  poured  into  his  lips."     There  ia 

'  a  twofold  grace  given  unto  Chriil  as  Mediator,  namely,  (i.)  ' 
The  grace  of  ptrfonal  union,  when  the  human  naiutv;,  confin- 
ing of  a  true  body  and  a  reafonable  foul,  is  taken  into  the 
pcfon  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  which  is  the  great  niyllcry 
of  godlinefs.  (2.)  There  was  a  created  habitual  fulnefs  of 
grace  beftowed  on  him  for  the  difcharging  of  his  media- 
torial work,  and  for  the  ufe  of  his  niyllicai  body  :  he  "  recei- 
ved gifts  for  men,  that  out  of  his  fuincfj.,  we  might  rect:ive 
grace  for  grace."  Thus  you  fee  what  is  imported  in  Chrift's 
aoointing. 
For  tl\c  further  iUuftration  of  this  anointings  I  fliall  only 

I.  Chriil 
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T.  Chrift  and  all  his  members,  all  believers,  are  anointed 
with  the  fame  oil  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  although  in  a  very  dif« 
fcrent  meafure.  He  is  anointed  with  that  oil  above  his  fel- 
loes ;  he  received  not  the  Spirit  by  meafure  :  "  It  pleafed  the 
Father,  that  in  him  ihould  all  fulnefs  dwell."  Our  anointing 
if  but  a  drop  in  comparifon  of  the  ocean ;  yet  it  is  with  the 
f<^lf-fame  Spirit ;  for  *^he  that  is  joined  to  the. Lord,  is  one; 
Spirit.''  As  it  is  the  fame  human  foul  that  is  in  the  head  and 
in  the  members  of  the  natural  body  ;  fo  it  is  the  very  fame 
Spirit  that  is  in  the  head  and  in  the  members  of  the  body'my* 
fticah  He  is  *'  the  head,  from  which  all  the  body  by  joints 
and  bands  having  nourifhment  miniftered,  and  knit  together^ 
increafeth  with  the  incrcafc  of  God,"  Col.  ii.  15. 

2.  The  anointing  of  Chrift  was  gradual,  according  to  .the 
'  different  ftages  or  advances  in  his  work.    He  ^^  ji^creafed  in 

wifdom  and  ftature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  mai^''  Luke 
ii.  5a.  This  anointing  began  in  the  firft  moment  of  the  uiiipn 
between  the  divine  and  the  human  natures.  He  had. a  greater, 
meafure  of  the  Spirit  and  the  gifts  of ^he  Holy  Ghoft  beftowed 
on  him  at  his  baptifm ;  a  ftiil  larger  tneafure  at  his  death* 
when  "  through  tnc  eternal  Spirit,  he  oirered  up  himfelf  with- 
out fpot  to  God,"  Heb.  ix.  14. ;  a  greater  meafure  yet  was 
poured  uponjhim  at  his  refurre£lion,  when  he  was  **  declared, 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of 
holinefs,  by  his  rcfurredlion  from  the  dead :"  and  when  he 
nfcended  up  on  high»  lie  poured  out  the  Spirit  like  the  ruihing 
of  a  niiirhty  wind,  A£ls  ii.  i. — 4. 

3.  The  anointing  of  Chrift  extends  to  all  his  offices.  Pro* 
phet,  Prieft,  and  King.  As  a  Prophet  he  fays  of  himfelf*. 
*'  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lor^ 
liath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek,"  If. 
Ixi.  I .  ^c.  He  is  an  anointed  Prieft :  the  human  nature  which 
was  fandified,  were  as  it  were  perfumed  with  the  oil  of  glad* 
r.cl>,  wliich  made  it  ftivoury  to  God  through  the  eternal  Spirit. 
**  lie  oltiTcd  up  himfcif  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a  fwect  fmclling 
lAYour,"  Kph.  V.  2.  This  anointing  extends  unto  him  like  wife 
;i  ?a  King;  '*  But  unto  the  Son,  he  faith,  Thy  throne,  O  God» 
is  for  ever  and  ever;  a  fceptre  of  righteoufnefs  is  the  fceptrc 
of  lliy  kincilom: — therefore  God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed 
thcc  with' the  oil  cf  glailiicls  above  thy  fellows,"  Heb.  i.  8.  9. 
And af;ain, «^  1  have  anointed  (is  it  may  be  tranlhted)  my  King 
upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion,'*  rial.  ii.  0.  1  ihall  finilh  this  head^ 
w  hen  I  have  toM  you, 

4.  That  Chrift  himfcif,  rnvl  the  whole  cf  his  gifts,  graces, 
and  qii.ditk'ations  is  ordained  for  our  ufe,  who  are  finncrs  of 
Ai!.;:r/s  r.^'C,     He  is  **  n.adc  cf  God  unto  us  wifdom,  and 

rightcoufnefsj 
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mhtcoufnefSi  and  fanftiBcatiotit  and  Tedemptioili^      He  t$ 

wd*B  gift  unto  you ;  **  Far  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  i 

Ton  is  laivcn  : — ^and  his  name  fluil   be  called,   Wondcrfuf, 

Couafcllor,  The  it>ighty  God,  The  cverlafling  Father,    The 

Prince  of  peace.     God  fo  loved  the  world,  ihat  he  gave  hit 

only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  belie veth  in  him  might  no't 

perifh,   but  have  crerbfting  life.     Verily,  verily ,  I  fay  unto 

?ou.  My  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven.  God 

lent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live 

iKrough  him.     Herein  is  love  ;**  and  therefore  let  every  loft 

ftaner  come  unto  him,  receive  and  employ  this  anointed  Saviour; 

take  Chrift'scounfelunto  ttaodicea,for  the  fame  advice  and  CGiin- 

fdconaes  toevcryoncofyou;"IcounfcUhcetobuyof  megtili 

tTLtd  in  the  fire,  that  thou  may  ft  be  rich  ;  and  ^liit^  r4itUent^ 

that  thou  may  ft  be  clothed,  and  that  the  (ha  me  of  thy  naked- 

ntf$  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-faive,  thial 

thou  mayft  fee/'  Kev.  iii,  i9- 


I 


U^T^fiiMd  head  OTOpofed  wis,  to  difioitrftarittltofiBi 

3y  the  lan^  then  1  underftand  the  word  of  God,  and  par* 
ticnlaiTy  the  word  of  the  thith  of  die  TOfpel.  You  know  the 
life  oif  a  Isiinp  is  to  give  light  to  men  in  we  dark,  and  to  let  theih 
fee  their  way.  All  inaokind,  ever  fince  the  fall,  are  in  dark« 
nefs,  yea  darkness  itfelf.*  'They  have  loft  their  way,  and  are 
walking  upon  the  ridge  of  heU  and  utter  deftruftion.  Now» 
the  gofpel,  or  word  m  faith  which  we  preach,  is  a  light  or  a 
lamp  as  it  were,  ^hich  God  hath  fet  up  to  difcover  to  the 
children  of  men  how  they  have  loft  their  way,  and  let  them 
fee  that  new  and  living  way  of  his  own  deyifing,  by  which 
they  may  come  back  again  to  God  and  glory.  ^'  We  have  a 
more  fure  word  of  prophecy  :  ux)^o  w]}ich  we  do  well  that  we 
tike  heedj  as  unto  a  lignt  that  (hineth  in  a  d^rk  place,  until  the 
day  dawn,  and  the  day-ftat  arife  in  our  hearts,"  2  Pet.  i.  19. 
The'dark  place  that  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking  of,  is  this  dark  j 
«orid,  and  the  heart  of  man  is  the  darkeft  place  in  the  world.  \ 
God  who  is  the  Father  of  lights,  he  has  given  his  word,  the  ' 
faiptures  of  truth,  as  a  lantern  or  lamp,  to  diredl  us  how  wc 
arc  to  glorify  God,  and  to  enjoy  him  for  ever.  To  this  light, 
or  lamp,  we  do  well  to  take  heed,  as  David  did,  the  man  ac- 
cording to  God's  own  heart :  "  Thy  word  (fays  he)  is  a  light 
to  my  feet,  and  a  lamp  unto  my  paths."  Now,  the  lamp  of 
the  word  of  God  cafts  a  twofold  light  among  the  children  of 
men,  namely,  a  Jaw  light  and  a  gofpel  light.  A  law  light,  to 
difcover  fin  and  mifery  \  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of 
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fin :  The  law  was  added  bccaufc  of  tranfgrcffion.  I  had  not 
known  fin  (fays  Paul),  except  the  law  had  faid  Thou  (halt 
not  covet.  And  when  the  law  or  commandment  came  (fays 
he),  fin  revived,  and  I  died."  But  then  there  is  a  gofpcl  light, 
which  ferves  to  difcover  the  remedy.  And  this  I  take  to  be 
principally  under  flood  in  the  text :  /  have  ordained  a  lamp  for 
mine  Anointed,  I  the  eternal  Jehovah  have  appointed  the 
preaching  and  publication  of  the  gofpel  as  the  great  mean  for 
bringing  lofl  mankind  unto  the  knowledge  of  that  mighty  One 
on  whom  I  have  laid  their  help.  **  It  hath  pleafed  God  by 
the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  believe.  Go  ye 
into  all  the  world,  and  preach  tlie  gofpel  to  every  creature/' 
Mark  xvi.  15. 

Now,  concerning  this  lamp  of  gofpel  light,  which  God  has 
ordained,  for  the  glory  of  his  anointed,  if  time  allowed,  I  might 
I.  Premifc  a  few  things  about  it.  2.  Ttll  you  of  fome  great 
and  glorious  difcoveries  that  are  made  by  it.  3.  Give  a  few 
of  its  properties. 

Firft^  I  would  o£Fer  you  two  or  three  propoGtions  about 

1.  This  lamp  was  (irft  fet  up  in  the  purpofe  of  God  from 
eternity,  or  in  the  council  of  peace,  when  the  whole  plan  of 
falvation  through  Chrift  was  laid.  *^  I  was  fet  up  from  cver- 
]a(ling,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was  :  before  the 
mountains  were  fettled :  while  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the 
earth,  nor  the  higheft  part  of  the  world.  When  he  prepared 
the  heavens^  I  was  there :  when,  he  fet  a  compafs  upon  the 
face  of  the  depth :  when  he  appointed  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  (fays  Chrift),  I  was  by  him,—  rejoicing  in  the  habitable 

fart  of  his  earth,  and  my  delights  were  with  the  fdns  of  men/' 
rov.  viii.  23.— 3 1 . 

2.  This  lamp  was  firfl  lighted  in  this  lower  world,  imme* 
diately  after  the  fall  in  paradife  ;  when  a  dark  and  difmal  night 
of  wo  and  mifery  was  fpreading  irfeif  over  our  firfl  parents, 
then  a  gleam  of  light  began  to  break  our  in  the  firfl  promife. 
Gen.  iii.  1 5. :  and  aftcrwardb  unto  Abraham  ;  "  In  thy  feed 
fliall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blefled." 

3.  The  lanip  of  the  gofpel  (hone  typically  and  prophetically 
(during  all  the  Old  Teftamcnt  period,  before  the  coming  ol 
Chrifl  in  the  ilefti.  It  fl^one,  as  it  were,  under  a  vail,  and  only 
among  the  Jews.  As  for  the  Gentiles,  except  a  few  profc- 
lytCF,  they  were  aliens  and^ftrangers  to  the  covenant  ot  pro- 
mife ;  they  fat  in  datknefs,  and  in  the  regions  of  the  (liadow  oC 
death. 

2j.  After  the  coming  of  Chrift  in  the  flefh,  and  his  refurrec- 
tion  and  afcenfion  into  heaven,  the  lamp  of  gofpel  light  wa9 

brightenCG 


faMttlKiit  tnd  Hit  Sght  of  it  (rM-made  inoinefimfenlaiid  ex* 
team.  The  viU  of  tjpes,  mrein<miet»  and  pibiAecieiy  w^ 
Ao^  aiid  b^  the  coimnatfdiiiedt  of  the^^ 
MoaBinaniifovdleoliedkiloeoffidtl^  Chrift  beiq|[  riTcn 
tfGbdfbr«<alkhttdeoE^ht»iitheGeiuiki,«iid*fbr  tain* 
doo  to  an  die  ebdb  of  the  eanh." 

-  $.  MfadAeia  of  the  ko^  ate^  as  It  #eie,  the  lainp  bearenu 
Tkf  aiO'<aominifBimcd  |]f -Chiift  to  preach  the  gofpid^  A>  teadk. 
dl  BMiaila;  To  tfaeU  the  word  of  reoonoliatioh  la  cd^ 
laiai  the  boralda  of  .the  great  Kiog»  they  are  to  lit  up  their 
nice  She  a  tmmpet^  and  prodaim  the  lalntionof  CM  to  the 
caii  of  the  eatth* 

tmmilff  I  (hall  ttU.yob  of  fiMiie  dUcoieries  that  are  made 
h  tbe  HAi  of  the  ^pel-lamp.  Only  in  generals  remembeir 
Aft  ail  £e  difoovcnei  it  nikkea  are  wholly  ftiperhatural ;  the 
void  bv  all  ita  wifdom  ciMiM  never  ha?e  round  them  oot» 
Heie  finK  MM  %oilU  be  wife,  yet  he  it  born  at  viM  of  gofpe^^ 
'aiCloai|!da  the  wild  alafa  ooltw  Frond  men  may»  and  no  doabt 
^1  btfaft  of  thdr  natural  or  ilcquired  wifdom  and  penetration. 
V  diflH^^  by  iht  meana  of  thefe,  thej  could  ranfack  and  unfold 
tbe  fecreti  of  heaven ;  and  yet  ereii  when  they  are  revealed,  they 
cannot  know,  cannot  receive  them  ;  the  things  of  the  Spirit  o£ 
6od  are  fooHQineb  to  them;  hence  is  that  of  Cfarift,  **  I  thank 
ibee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earthy  becaufe  thou  had  hid 
thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them 
tmto babes.  £ven  fo,  j^ather,  for  fo  it  fcemed  good  in  thy  fight/* 
iMstduxL  25.26. 

I  (hall  only  mention  a  feW  things  among  many,  that  th^ 
gofpel  difcovers,  which  nature's  light  could  never  have  dif- 
odvtitdi  A°d  which  pioud  nature  cannot  receive  when  re- 
mlcd. 

By  the  gofpel-lamp  then,  f  •  We  haVe  dircoVered  a  Trinity 
of  perfons  in  one  God,  Father;  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  three  dif- 
tiaftperfons,  and  yet  but  one  God :  **  There  are  three  that  bear 
record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft: 
nd  thefe  three  are  one/'  i  John  v.  7.  This  is  fuch  a  hard 
dodrine  to  human  reafon,  that  Arians,  Socihians,'«od  Deifts, 
4cy  will  re]e&  the  whole  fcriptures  of  truth  before  they  en- 
tertain it ;  or  if  they  acknowledge  the  fcriptures,  they  fall  a- 
^rk  to  prevent  fctipture-light,  in  order  to  bring  Chrift  down 
ftom  bis  fupreme  Deity  in  among  the  rank  of  created  beings; 
for  between  the  Creator  and  a  creature  there  is  no  middle 
being :  and.  if  Chrift  be  a  creature,  I  ^ould  afk  what  way 
uy  creature  can  make  itfelf,  feeing  *^  without  him  was  not 
any  thing  made  that  was  m'ade  ?''  John  i.  3.  So  then,  I  fay, 
the  gofpel-lamp  difcovets  the  myftery  of  the  Trinity  ;  and  how 

Vol.  III.  B  each 


lo  A  Lamp  ordained  for  Gcd^s  AnmnUd^ 

each  perfon  a£ls  his  part  in  the  glQiiovs  work  of  our  re* 
demption. 

2.  By  the  light  of  this  lamp  we  can  look  back  to  eternity 
pa(^y  and  fee  what  God  was  a-doing  before  the  foundations  of 
the  world  were  laid ;  how  a  council  of  peace  was  held  with 
reference  to  the  recovery  and  falvation  of  fallen  men  \  how 
an  OYCfCure  being  made,  that  the  Son  of  God  fhould  undertake 
the  work  of  our  redempttony  that  the  different  claims  of  mercy 
and  juftice  might  be  fully  fatisfied  in  the  faWation  of  fallen 
nan  ;  and  how  the  Son  of  God  heartily  agreed,  faying  ^<  Lo, 
I  come :  I  delight  to  do  thy  will)  O  my  God.  He  rejoiced  in 
the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  were  with  the 
fons  of  men/'  Without  the  gofpel  men  could  nerer  have 
known  this  ;  but  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  he  opened 
the  book,  and  difclofed  the  grand  fecret^  and  orders  it  to  be 
publilhcd  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

3.  The  gofpel  lamp  difcovers  the  glorious  myftery  pf  the  in- 
carnation of  the  Son  of  God  in  tbe  fulnefs  of  time.  In  confe* 
qucnce  of  this  glorious  tranfa^ion,  angelb  they  admire  and 
adore  a  God  in  our  nature.  ^'  When  he  bringeth  in  the  firft- 
begotten  into  the  world,  he  faith»  And  let  all  the  angels  of 
God  worfhip  him,"  Heb.  i.  6. 

4.  By  the  gofpcMamp  we  have  another  mydery  opened,  even 
the  fubilitution  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  room  of  the  guilty 
fmner,  by  which  means  our  iniquities  come  to  be  laid  upon  him. 
«•  The  juft  fufFcrcd  for  the  unjuft."  He  is  the  ram  caught  in 
the  thickets,  and  facriGced  in  the  room  of  the  finner.  The 
fword  of  juftice  awakes  againft  the  man  that  is  Cod's  fellow, 
who  thinits  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God.  *'  He  was 
wounded  for  our  tranfgreflionai  bruifed  for  our  iniquitie9, 
the  chadifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  by  his  ftripes 
we  are  healrd." 

e.  By  tbe  gofpel-Iamp  only  we  know  of  a  law-fulfilling 
righteoufnefs  brought  into  this  w«rUi,  where  '<  there  is  none 
righteous,  no,  not  one.  Seventy  weeks  are  determined-— to 
finiih  the  tranfgreffion  and  to  make  an  end  of  fms,— ^nnd  to 
bring  in  evcrlafting  righteourntfs,"  Dan^  ix.  24.  "  What 
the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was*  weak  through  the  flefli, 
God  fending  hir  own  i^on,  in  the  likencfs  of  finful  flcih,  and 
for  (in  condemned  fm  in  the  flclh  \  that  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,"  Rom.  viii.  3.4.  "  Chrift  is 
the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufncfs  to  every  one  that  belie- 
veth,"  Rom.  x.  4.  •*  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us, 
who  knew  no  fin  ;  that  we  might  be  made  the  rightcoufnefs 
of  God  in  him/'  2  Cor.  v.  21.  O  what  a  high  difcovcry  is 
this  for  US|  efpecially  confidering^  that  this  righteoufnef^  of 

the 
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the  furety  Chrift  is  bfou|rht  near  to  cy^  one  in  the  ererlail^ 
i^K  gofpeli  that  they  may  pat  it  on«  and  improit  it  for  their 
}«ftiiicatiDn  before  Oo4 !''  Hexrkrn  unto  mc,  ye  ftout  heart- 
ed that  are  far  from  righteonfnefs.  I  bring  near  my  righted 
oorners:  it  fliall  not  be  far  off,  and. my  fuIrattOn  iball  not 
tiity,''.If.  xhri.  12.  i  ^. 

0.  By  the  gdfpcl-lampi  we  (hall  fee  grent  and  glorious  myf- 
tcftes  in  the  death  and  blood  of  Chriil.  As  Samfon  found  a 
hoJiey-^oAib  in  the  lion  that  he  had  flain,  fo  may  we  find  the 
gfe4t  and  fintl  nourifhing  myfteries  of  (he  grace^  lore,  mercy^ 
and  wifdom  of  God  in  the  death  and  blood  of  the  Lamb  of 
God.  Here  we  m^y  fee  the  judice  of  God  fatisficd  fcnr  the 
fin  of  aani  by  a  factifice  of  ii^finite  ralutr,  the  anger  of  God 
tnftlei  away,  and  Ood  declaring  himfclf  to  be  a  God  of  peace 
thtosigh  the  blood  of  his  et -rnal  Son.  Here  we  fee  the  head 
tA  the  old  ferpent  bmifedi  that  leviathan  flain,  and  given  to  be 
neat  to  thofe  who  inhabit  the  wilderncfs  of  this  world.  Oh 
meat  indeed,  and  drink  indeed  I  Here  wc  may  fere  a  new  and 
living  way  opened  and  confecratrd,  that  we  may  enter  into  the 
holieli  with  full  aflurance  of  acceptance,  ^c. 

7.  The  gofpel-lamp  difcovers  a  myftcry  in  the  rcfurreflion  of 
Chrift  from  the  dead.  There  is  more  of  God,  and  of  his  in- 
finite power  and  wifdom,  in  the  refurre^lion  of  Ciirift,  than 
if  all  Adam's  poftcrity  were  raifed  out  of  their  graves  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye.  Chriil  is  faid,  by  his  refurredlioni  to  be 
"  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,"  Rom.  i.  4.  And 
that  power  of  the  Pather,  whereby  he  was  raifed,  had  an  '*  ex- 
ceeding grcatncfs"  in  it,  and  was  a  '*  mighty  power,"  Eph. 
i.  19.  The  load  of  fm  and  wrath  that  lay  upon  the  grave  of 
ouc  Surety,  would  have  funk  all  the  angels  in  heaven,  and  men 
Upon  earcb,  to  the  lowell  hell ;  yet  Chh(l|  by  his  divine  power, 
rifes  from  under  this  load,  and  fo  bears  awav  our  iniquities, 
and  leaves  them  buried  in  his  grave  behind  him,  and  death 
itfclf  fwallowcd  up  m  victory,  &c. 

8.  The  gofpel-lamp  lets  us  lee  a  rayftery  in  his  afcenfion 
into  hcaveiJ,  the  moft  glorious  folcmnity  that  ever  the  inha- 
bitants  of  the  fpiritual  world  iaw^  which  made  them  all  cry 
out,  jnd  Ihout,  "  God  is  gone  up  with  a  thout,  the  Lord  wirh 
the  found  of  a  trumpet,"  &c.  This  wcrid  law  little  foleir.nity 
in  Chrift's  returning  to  heaven  after  he  had  finiftied  the  great 
work  of  man's  redemption.  But,  Oh  I  angels  and  glorified 
faints,  who  were  then  arrived  at  heaven,  they  faw  his  chariots 
of  ftate  attending  him.  "  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty 
thcufand,  even  thoufands  of  angels  ;  the  Lord  is  among  them 
as  xa  Sinaij  in  the  holy  place.    Thou  haft  afcendcd  on  high, 

thou 
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f  Gb  t  man  {fi^  he)  be  bom  mb/fXK  be  is  oM?  can  he  enter 
tklecood  time  into  his  modtef^s  woml^  and  be  born  ?*  Jdin 
»•  4.  The  bale  is  juft  the  (anie  with  a  gitat  deal  of  men  in 
asr  daft  irfio  fet  up  for  wits.  Thej  are  ready  to  brand  the 
'  doSiine  of  ctoPfeiCoB.  and  regeneration  with  ttiie  chamAer  of 
cadmfiafin:  bat  ktfoch  remember,  that  the  God  of  truth 
kiiMd  ^  with  a  wrbSTf  «^*  m»^ they  know  and  feel  it  on 
dieirown  fbab,  they  ^  cAnot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  hoi- 
Its.*  .     ■  -. 

12.  The  gofpel-hlnp  dtfeofers  the  Way  of  jnfiification  for 
IB  angodly  finner,  by  an  imputed  rigfateourneis.  This  diCco- 
my  is  wlmlf  fopeniatarali  whidh  the  apoftle  Paul  valued  fo 
kj^,  and  gloried  fe  much  in,  that  when  compared  with  the 
bsnkdge  heieof^  he  reckoned  effStj  thing  elTc  as  fo  much 
drnfaanddnngt  frc. 

13.  The  mraery  of  ian€Hfication  isdifcovered  Inr  the  gofpeU 
luip  I  how  Chrift  it  made  of  God  unto  us  Ian  AibCation  %  and 
how,  hj  the  fpneat  and  predous  promifcs,  we  are  made  paru* 
hm  of  the  divine  nature  \  and  by  beholding  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  in  ther  ^laCi  of  the  gofpel,  we  are  changed  into  the  fame 
image ;  how  the  heart  id  purified  by  faith  in  Chrifl,  our  old 
man  crucified  in  him,  and  the  body  of  fin  dedroyedy  &c. 

In  a  word,  to  (hut  up  this  head,  by  the  light  of  the  gofpeU 
bmp,  we  may  fee  in  through  the  vail  of  death  and  mortality, 
and  behold  Ufe  and  immortality  brought  to  light :  <*  For  (fays 
the  apoftle),  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen,  but  at 
the  things  which  are  not  feen:  for  the  things  which  are  feen  are 
tempond ;  but  the  things  which  are  not  feen,  are  eternal."  By 
the  gofpel-lamp,  and  the  eye  of  an  enlightened  underftanding, 
we  may  fee  the  Jordan  of  death  divided,  and  a  paiTige  opened 
fet  the  Ifrael  of  God  into  the  promifed  land  of  glory,  where 
we  fhall  be  for  eyer  with  the  Lord,     By  this  lamp  we  may 
look  to  the  end  of  time,  and  fee  Chrift  coming  to  judge  the 
world.     He  will  «*  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  fliout,  with 
die  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God.     Be- 
hold he  Cometh *with  clouds ;  and  every  eye  (hail  fee  him,  and 
ifaey  alfo  which  pierced  him  ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
Ihall  wail  becaufe  of  him.     Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  The 
hour  is  coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  their  graves  ihall 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  (hall  come  forth,"  &c. 
By  this  gofpeUlamp  we  may  fee  all  that  deep  in  their  graves 
raifed  up  again,  fome  to  the  rcfurreftion  of  eternal  life,  and 
ptherstotbe  refurre6kion  of  everlafting  damnation ;  fome  are  feen 
like  condemned  prifoners,  brought  out  of  goal  unto  the  place 
of  execution,  and  whenever  they  fee  the  Judge  upon  his  white 
thfoncy  crying  to  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  to 
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light  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  who  is 
•»  the  light  of  the  v^orld>  and  the  day-fpring  from  on  high/*  is 
a  common  good  to  ail  mankind,  that  will  but  take  the  benefit 
of  his  light  f  they  ftiall  pay  nothing  for  it.  That  the  gofpel  is 
a  common  good  to  mankind,  is  very  evident  from  the  words 
of  the  angf  1  at  his  birth.  "  Behold  (fayft  hc)i  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  Oiall  be  to  all  people."  It  is  alfo 
very  plain  from  the  commiflion  Chrift  gives  iinto  his  minifters 
to  '<  go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  unto  every 
creature"  under  heaven. 

1 1.  It  is  a  moveable  ^nd  portable  lamp^  like  the  tabernacle  of 
old,  and  the  pillar  of  fire  and  of  cloud,  which  moved  from  one 
place  to  another.  God  has  not^n  all  the  word,  bound  himfelf 
to  fix  his  gofpel-lamp  fo  in  any  nation  or  congregation,  as  never 
to  take  it  away  from  tliem,  and  give  it  tinto  others.  No,  Chriil 
plainly  tells  the  Jews,  that  the  gofpel  of  his  kingdom  was  to  be 
taken  from  them,  and  to  be  given  to  another  people  bringing 
forth  the  fruits  thereof.  The  fame,  we  fee,  Chriil  tells  the 
church  of  Ephefub,  that  he  would  take  away  his  candleftick 
from  them,  except  they  did  repent,  and  reform,  and  do  their 
firlt  works,  &c. 

Thus  1  have  given  you  fome  account  of  the  lamp  which 
God  has  ordained  for  his  Anointed. 

III.  The  third  general  head  laid  down  in  the  method  was^ 
to /peak  of  the  oTd'itiSLtion  of  this  Lamp, 

Remember,  Sirs,  it  is  God*i  authority  in  any  ordinance  of 
his,  that  gives  it  value,  cfilcacy,  and  validity  ;  juil  as  the  ftamp 
of  the  king  upon  the  coin  makes  it  to  pafs  current.  Nothing 
will  pafs  current  in  the  church  of  Chriit,  with  his  loyal  fub* 
je6ts,  that  docs  not  bear  the  (lamp  of  the  authority  of  iht 
King  of  Zion.  What  is  the  rcafon  that  the  fubjedls  of  Cbrift» 
that  defire  to  be  faithful  to  him  at  this  day,  run  away  from 
ih"  genrrality  of  pretended  minifters  ?  Why,  it  is  becaufe 
they  do  not  c^rry  the  King's  coiUmiiFion;  they  run  unfenti 
tht'v  do  noi  hear  the  voice  of  Chrid  in  them  ;  they  do  not  fee 
tlicai  coming  in  by  the  door  of  the  fold  ;  and  therefore  they 
will  not  follow  them.  Why  do  we  Proteftantsrcje£l  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Komilh  church,  ihtir  mafs,  breviaries,  and  idola- 
tries ?  Wliy  It  ib  becaufe  they  do  not  bear  the  ftamp  of  God's 
authority.  And  for  the  fame  reafon  we  rejcd  Kpifcopal  and 
Independent  government,  and  the  iupcriiition  and  ceremonies 
of  n..  Lti^liU)  church;  it  is  becaulc  they  arc  only  the  inventions 
oi  tncUf  md  tuve no  authority  from  God;  and  therefore  we  can- 
not tJtLt  rl  hi  biclling  to  accompany  them.  And,  on  the  other 
Ji;  *c  fprinkle  water  in  baptifra  in  the  name  of  the 
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Vrilery  Sony  tnd  H0I7  Ghoft  ?  Why  do  wt  eat  and  drink  at 
jk  ttUe  of  die  Lord  a  little  ifmple  bread  and  winci  which  to 
cmal  temfon  acte  ioeonfittent  things  i  Why  do  we  preach  the 
{rfpdi  arhidi  to  the  wife  of  this  world  is  fooltUinefa  r  Why  do 
«e  pny,  and  praiie*  and  go  about  other  dnties,^  It  is  becaufe 
dKf  ait  commanded  and  ordained  of  God.  'the  gofpel  is  a 
hnp  of  God'a  ordaining }  and  therefore  it  is  '*  the  power  of 
God  unto  fidvation,  mi^tj  through  God  to  the  pulling  down 
s(ftnmgbidds,''&c. 

Theweakeft  and  moft  inCgnificant  thingSi  whetl  appointed 
of  God,  are  the  only  means  that  will  produce  the  delired  ef- 
faftSi  W^t  made  the  found  of  rams  horns  t6  overthrow  the 
mill  of  Jericho  ?  -What  made  the  waters  of  Jordan  more 
cfiOnal  fef  curing  Naaman's  leprofy>  or  fpittle  and  duft  mixecl 
tMdkr  effeA«ul  for  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man  ? 
Jndus.  Thefe  were  thcmcans4»f  God's  appointment }  and 
ifaeEMre  hb  own  power  went  along  with  them,  bo'^  here 
Aego^^and  agofpcl-miniltry,  howeVer  coatempttble  and 
iofi^ificant  in  the  eyes  of  the' world  they  may  ap^ar;  yet, 
being  ahunp  of  God's  ordination^  therefore  his  power  is  to  be 
looked  for  by  it  for  the  falvation  of  fouls.  **  it  hath  pleafed 
God  by  the  fooliChnefs  of  preaching  to  lave  them  tliat  believe." 
By  chtfe  means  it  is  that  finnecs  are  gathered  unto  the  blefled 
Shiloh. 

To  let  you  fee  how  much  God  is  concerned  about  tiiis  lamp 
of  the  ever  lading  gofpel,  I  (hall  tell  you  of  ieverai  thingb  tliac 
Cod  has  ordained  about  it. 

1.  He  has  ordained  the  places  and  parts  of  the  world  wher^ 
it  (hall  be  fet  up  and  fhine.  ^^  He  gave  his  ftatutes  unto  Ja« 
cob,  and  his  tcftimonies  unto  Ifrael ;  he  deiiit  not  fo  wiih  dny 
oation."  If  you  afk  me,  Why  doth  God  fend  the  gofpel  to 
Scodand,  and  not  to  many  rich  and  populous  nations  who  fit 
indarknefs  ?  Why,  the  reafon  of  it  is,  **  Lven  10,  O  Father, 
for  fo  it  hath  pleafcd  thee,"  &c.  Hence  Paul,  viewing  the 
feftrity  of  God  in  taking  the  gofpel  from  ihr  Jews,  and  lend- 
ing it  to  the  Gentiles,  he  cries  out,  [Gr.  m^a!^^^  &c.]  **  O  the 
depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  ! 
kow  unfearchable  are  his  judgements,  ^nd  his  ways  pait  iind* 
iog  out!"  Rom.  zi.  33. 

2.  As  he  ordained  the  places  where  the  lamp  fliall  be  fet  up, 
fo  he  ordained  how  long  it  ihould  fliiiie,  before  it  be  lifted 
to  another  part  of  the  earth.  He  ordained  how  long  it  ihould 
fcinc  among  the  Jews,  viz.  until  Chriit  came.  He  ordamcd 
how  long  ic  fhouid  fhine  in  the  churches  of  Afra,  bciorc  iic 
came  and  removed  his  candlieltick.  He  has  ordained  when,  und 
hov  long,  the  gofpel  Ihali  continue  in  bcotlands  and  there  is  but 
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too  jud  ground  to  fear,  that  God  U  about  to  take  away  hU  king- 
dom from  us  alf0|  and  to  give  it  vmto  the  American  world,  who 
are  receiving  it  with  joy  and  gladnefa.  He  has  ordained  how 
long  the  gofpel  and  a  faithful  miniftry  fliall  (lay  in  any  parilh 
or  congregation  alfo. 

3  He  has  ordained  what  fouls  or  perfons  (hall  be  converted^ 
edified,  or  buik  up,  by  the  gofpel :  when  he  fends  it  upto  any 
nation  or  congregation  of  Zion  (tliat  is,  the  place  where  tb^ 
gC'fpcl-Iamp  is  fet  up),  "  it  (hall  be  faid  this  man  and  that  man 
was  born  there,"  &c.  The  tleftion  of  grace  fliall  obtain, 
when  others  are  hardened.  To  the  one  it  is  the  favour  of 
life  unto  life,  and  to  others  the  favour  of  death  unto  deadu 
He  will  ordrr  a  beam  of  this  lamp  to  (liine  into  oiie  heart,  ip 
hearing  the  gofrel,  when  it  pafTes  by  twirnty,  thirty,  or  an  hun« 
dred,  or  a  thuuf^nd,  who  lie  as  fair  as  to  the  externa)  meaM 
as  others. 

4.  lie  ordains  by  what  inftrumenr  or  minifter  the  gofptl<» 
lamp  fliall  be  brQUfrht  unto  a  people  or  particular  perfon. 
Paul  is  ordained  foi  the  Gentiles,  Peter  lor  the  Jews,  and 
every  one  of  the  apodU-s  and  other  (ninifters,  led  by  the  ru* 
ling  hand  of -the  fovcreign  Lprd^  to  l.il>our  in  this,  or  that,  or 
the  other  fpot  of  his  vineyard ;  for  the  (lars  are  all  in  his 
right  hand  ;  and  he  ordains  them  to  (liine  in  this  or  the  other 
orb  of  his  cliurch  ;  and,  whenever  he  pleafes,  he  removes  themt 
from  one  place  to  another  of  his  church  militrmt,  where  he 
has  any  work  for  thcni ;  or  eUc^  when  their  work  is  ended 
upon  earth,  he  removes  them  to  the  church  triumphant,  where 
they  that  have  '*  turned  many  to  righteoufntfs,  fliall  fliine  Ukc 
the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  hkc  the  ftars  for  ever 
and  ever." 

5.  He  ordains  what  fruit  and  fuccefs  a  miniflcr  with  his 
lamp  fliall  h.ve,  what  number  of  fouls  fliall  be  cdiii^d,  and 
who  thail  be  hardened  and  blinded  by  his  light.  It  is  not 
alway.^  the  greatell  and  bri^j'htelt  ininifters  that  are  molt 
fuccclsful  •,  ior  Cliriit  and  his  apoflles,  when  lifting  up  the 
lanrp  amongfc  the  Jews,  were  put  to  complain,  *' We  have  la- 
boured  in  vain,*'  5c c,  **  Who  hath  believed  our  report  ?  and 
to  whom  ir.  the  nrm  cf  the  Lord  revealed  i  We  h.ive  piped 
unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  danced,"  &c.  So  much  for  the 
third  tiling  propofcd,  namely,  concerning  God's  ordinaiion  of 
this  lar*:p. 

IV.  'Vhcfiwrth  ihir.;;  in  the  method  wa?,  to  give  the  reafons 
'ti.'':y  C:d  has  ordahud  this  lamp  for  his  AttoinUd.     And, 

1.  Ill  the Jirjl  piucj,  ii  is  crd-ined  Icr  the  honour  of  God's 
A;i0intcd;  i':ic  ii  in  the  will  of  God,  **  That  ail  men  lh'>uld 
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Wrifr  tliti^o^,  e9tn  M  thtj  hommf  the  Fathef.  He  thit ^d- 
nMretli  Mt^Oe  SM,  timomteth  AM  the  Fither  which  haih  ttdt 
him,'^|ohnT.  13.  He^ill  ha#e  him  U^  exilcM  boUi  t)ti 
arth  md  in  heafeit. 

t.  Odd  has  drdaitt^  this  lamp  for  hb  Ahtrfiltedy  thkt  his 
Mne  U«7  be  tfeittembMed  thfoogh  M  iiatit>ns»  and.  t6  all  gene- 
ndott.  Ood  has  dfdain6d  tint  ''lits  name  'ihall  efidnte  fbt 
her,  Ouhh  Aadie  ffiaH  laft  like  th^  fun.^  Wfaeti  P;iul  gdt 
biseMHtbitton,  the  liofd  tells  him/ that  he  n^as  to  *•  cirry  Ms 
MM  «iM0g  flie  €fedtifeft,  atld  kint^,"  AAs  is.  i  $•  It  fir  bf 
Ae  goTpeMaMp^  Oiit  Ac  Church  cades  his  nimt  to  be  fed^eth** 
Isedttf^U  geneMiMt. 

3.  He  has  ordaiiied  the  gofpel>lattp  fof  his  Aiiionted.  thiit 
^gadketiiigoftie  people  fnafbe  ttnto  the  bleffed  Shilob, 
MMidifig  to  the  adcletit  pttdtQioti  of  Jacob  upon  hii  dttd^ixd, 
''Tte  fe^re  fludlum  depart ^m  Judah^  nor  a  lawgifet  from 
between  ttis  feet^  Until  Shiloh  come,  and  Utito  him  fhall  the 
|iAerfnK  of  the  pMiie  be,*  Gen.  xllt.  10.  The  perfume  ot 
m  name  of  God's  Anclnted  has  fuch  a  drawing  arid  gacfier- 
titg  TOttte  with  it,  that  whctlcver  ftnneri  get  the  (faiel!  of  it 
abmit  their  hearts,  they  •*  fljr  as  a  cloud,  and  as  doves  unto 
their  windows."— 'Other  rcafons  might  be  added;  but  I  do 
not  infift  farther  upoa  the  dodrinal  part.    I  proceed  now 

V.  Tht'Jlfti  thing  In  the  method,  which  was  ilit  Jpplica* 

Vkjlr/i  Ihall  be  in  two  or  three  inferences  at  prcfent. 

Inf,  I.  See  how  dear  Chrift  is  in  his  Father's  eye,  how 
warm1)r  and  affeAionately  he  fpeaks  of  him  here>  aftd  every 
where  in  fcriptore.  He,  as  it  were,  glories  in  him,  and  in  his 
relation  to  him  before  all  the  world.  Oh  !  fays  he,  he  is  mine 
Amrtted;  he  is  myfervanif  he  is  mine  eleEl:  he  is  my  fellow^  and 
nine  equal.  Why  doth  God  fpeafc  fo  affedlionatcly  of  him  unto 
a  world  of  loft  finners,  but  that  they  may  fall  in  love  with  him, 
and  fav  as  he  fays,  by  an  applying  faith,  as  the  fpoufe  doth, 
*  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his  ?  This  is  my  beloved,  and 
this  is  my  friend,  O  daughters  of  Jerufalem  r"  or,  as  Thomas, 
••  My  Lord,  and  my  God  ?" 

Inf.  2.  See  ffOm  whAt  has  been  faid,  the  amazinp;  love  c  f 
God  towards  loft'finners  of  the  tribe  and  family  of  Adam,  in 
jriving  and  fending  the  Son  of  his  love  to  be  our  Mediator  and 
Rafcemer,  and  in  his  anointing  and  fitting  him  for  the  fervice 
of  otrir  redcnrpt?on  with  an  unmeafurahle  meafure  of  the  licly 
Ghoft  :  ^nd  then  in  ordaining  the  lamp  of  the  gofpcl,  for  ilif- 
phyiDg  his  g^ory  and  excellency  through  al!  the  world,  and 
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unto  every  creature.  Does  not  this  argue  (Irange  love  that 
God  has  unto  loft  man  ?  ^<  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son/'  &c.  Oh  Sirs !  admire  the  height  and 
breadth,  and  length  and  de^pth,  of  this  love. 

Itif.  3.  See  hence  the  melancholy  and  deplorable  condition 
of  thefe  who  want  the  lamp  of  the  gofpel,  or  who  have  pro« 
voked  God  to  lift  his  lamp,  and  to  leave  them  in  darknefs. 
Solomon  tells  us,  that  *'  where  no  viGon  is,"  i.  e.  where  the 
^ofpcMamp  is  not,  "  the  people  perifh.'*  Their  deftruftion  is 
unavoidable,  feeing  they  want  the  only  means  of  falvation, 
there  being  "  no  name  given  under  heaven  among  men  where- 
by to  be  faved,  but  by  the  name  of  Jefus."  Thus  the  apoftlc 
argues.  It  is  only  they  that  *'  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
that  {hall  be  faved.  But  how  (hall  they  call  on  him  in  whom 
they  have  not  believed  ?  and  how  (hall  they  believe  ill  him  of 
whom  they  have,  not  heard  ?  and  how  fliall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher  ?  and  how  (hall  they  preach  except  they  be  fent  ?"  Rom. 

•  x.  14*  15*  By  all  which  the  apoftle  feems  plainly  to  make  it 
appear,  that  the  falvation  of  fmners  is  impoifible,  without 
the  lamp  of  gofpeUlight  to  (hew  them  the  way  to  it.  This 
fliould  (lirour  bowels  on  thebehalf  of  the  blinded  nations  who 
innabit  the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  which  are  full  of  the 
habitations  of  horrid  cruelty,  where  poor  fouls  are  juft  (laugh- 
tered  and  butchered  by  the  roaring  lion  for  want  of  the  gof- 
pel,  &c# 

Inf.  4.  See  hence  what  reafon  we  have  to  contend  ear- 
neftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the  faints,  and  to  be  va- 
liant for  the  truth.  Why,  if  the  gofpeMamp  be  taken  away 
out  of  the  land,  we  are  unchurched,  and  left  among  the  dark 
places  of  the  earth,  and  our  houfe  is  left  unto  us  defolate. 
What  would  this  earth  be,  if  that  great  luminary,  the  fun, 
were  taken  out  of  the  heavens  ?  We  would  be  (tumbling  and 
breaking  our  nccko  upon  every  thing  in  our  way  ;  it  would  be 
a  moft  doleful  and  melancholy  habitation.  But  far  better  want 
the  fun  out  of  the  firmamKUt,  than  the  gofpcl-lamp  out  of  the 

■  land.  Strong  efTorts  have  been  ufcd  by  hell  and  earth  in  all 
ages,  to  put  out  the  lamp  of  God's  Anointed,  that  his  foul- 

'  captivating  glory  might  not  be  feen  by  the  fons  of  men.  This 
is,  and  has  betn,  the  defign  of  all  the  errors  nhat  were  ever 
broached  fmce  the  Chriftian  church  and  the  gofpeMamp  was 
ftt  up  in  the  world.  The  Ariau  hercfy  is  defigned  to  darken 
the  glory  of  his  fupreme  Deity.  The  Socinian  error  agrees 
with  the  Arians,  and  alfo  overclouds,  or  rather  obliterates,  his 
fatisfaflion.  The  Arminian  error  darkens  the  freedom  and 
ciHcacy  of  his  grace,  by  exalting  the  freedom  of  man's  will  in 
his  depraved  Hate.  Papifts  and  Lcgalilts,  of  whatever  deno- 
mination. 
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mlnation,  they  impugn  and  dlfparage  his  evcrlafting  righteouf* 
nefsy  by  fubftituting  fomething  of  their  own  legal  workings, 
doingSy  or  perfonal  qualifications,  in  the  room  of  it.  And 
now-a-daySy  the  idol  of  felf-love  is  fubditutc  in  the  room  of 
the  glory  of  God,  &c.  All  thefe,  and  the  like  errors,  are  juft 
like  fo  many  damps  or  mills  call  out  of  hell,  through  the  ma- 
lice and  fubtlety  of  the  old  ferpcnt,  in  order  to  darken  and  ob« 
fcurc  the  lamp  of  gofpel-light,  that  men  may  not  perceive 
the  glory,  fulnefs>  and  fuitablenefs  of  Chrift,  and  fo  believe  in 
him,  to  the  falvation  of  their  fouls.  However,  through  the 
over-ruling  hand  of  God,  thefe  mifts  and  clouds  have  only 
ferved  in  the  iflue  to  make  the  gofpel-lamp,  and  the  glory 
of  God's  Anointed,  to  (hine  with  the  greater  luftre  ;  like  the 
clouds  in  the  air,  which  you  obfcrve  have  juft  now  overcait 
the  fun  in  the  firmament,  they  obfcure  his  light  for  a  while, 
and  yet  ferve  only,  in  the  event,  as  a  foil  to  fet  off  the  glorj 
of  the  fun,  when  he  breaks  through  thefe  clouds,  and  darts 
his  beams  down  upon  this  earth  among  the  children  of  men^ 
&c. 

Inf.  J.  Sec  from  this  doftrine,  whnt  we  are  to  think  of  the 
condu^  of  the  judicatories  of  the  eflablifhed  church  at  this 
day,  and  for  many  years  by-paft,  who  feem  to  be  upon  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  put  out  the  gofpel-lamp,  which  God  lighted  at  our 
reformation  from  Popery.  Perhaps  fome  hearing  me  may 
think  this  charge  both  heavy  and  calumnious,  and  fay,  Now 
you  are  turned  very  uncharitable.  But  if  it  be  not  fo,  1  would 
have  you  to  folve  thefe  few  plain  queftions.  What  means  the 
bleating  of  the  fliecp  ?  What  means  that  fwarm  of  lax,  legal, 
and  erroneous  minilltrs  that  are  to  be  found  aimed  through 
all  the  corners  of  Scotland  ?  What  means  that  violent  way 
in  which  men  are  obtruded  upon  Chrillian  congregation^  by 
prefentations  or  fliam  calls,  without  the  call,  and  againft  the 
inclinations,  of  the  Chriftian  people  ?  What  means  the  abufe 
of  church  difcipline,  whereby  the  erroneous  arc  fcreened  from 
cenfure,  truth  falls  in  the  llrects,  and  error  patronized?  What 
means  their  fufpending,  outcaAing,  and  dcpofing  feven  men 
from  the  holy  miniftry,  for  no  other  caufe  but  their  bearing 
up  the  gofpel-lamp,  and  vi  itnefling  for  God's  anointed  i^ro- 
pii'tt,  Prielt,  and  King,  in  oppofiilon  ui.to  tlie  prjvailing  de- 
fections and  corruptions  of  the  day  ?  Wli^t  can  wc  think  of 
thefe  things,  efpecially  wlien  they  huve  ilaiii  tlu*  witnefieb  and 
condemrKti  their  teftimony,  but  conclr.o.c  that  they  have  r^  jedt- 
cd  the  ftone  which  God  har.  ordained  to  be  the  lit.ui  ilone  of 
the  corner  ?  And  bccaulc-  ihty  i.-v  rejtdcd  him  (I  do  not 
fpe^k  of  every  individu.ii;,  m'reicic  God  h..^  i.j^titd  th  m, 
and  is  faying  of  the  judicatoricii  and  miniltry  ot  Scotland, 

«*  Bccaufc 
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««  Becaufc  ye  hare  rcjcftcd  knowledge,  I  will  Alfo  rejeA  ydtl, 
that  ye  (hall  be  no  pricfts  to  me ;  feeing  ye  hare  forgotten 
the  law  of  your  God,  I  will  alfo  forget  your  children,'*  Hot 
iv.  6. 

Inf.  6.  See  what  pood  reafon  we  bf  the  Aflbciate  Prefby- 
tcry  hare  for  the  work  we  are  about  at  this  day,  in  licenfing 
and  ordaining  miniders  through  feveral  corners  of  the  land,  in 
a  way  of  feccflion  from  the  prefcnt  judicatories,  howercr  irrc- 
j»uhr  it  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  fome  men.  Why,  the  gofpeU 
lamp  mud  by  no  manner  of  means  be  loft  or  extinguifhed.  By 
the  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  put  it  out,  or  make  it 
ufelefs,  we  are  driven  to  prefervc  it  in  a  way  of  feceflion  from . 
the  judicatories,  and  we  can  fee  no  other  way  of  keeping  up 
the  gofpcl-lamp  in  the  land,  than  by  fulfilling  that  command 
rircn  bv  Paul  unto  Timothy,  "  The  things  that  thou  haft 
heard  of  me  among  many  witncfles,  the  fame  commit  thott 
to  faithful  men,  who  dull  be  able  to  teach  others  alfo," 
2  Tim.  ii.  2. 

And  in  regard  the  lamp-bearer  at  Kinclaren  is  thruft 
out  of  his  ftation  there,  through  ecclcfiaflical  and 
civil  violence;  therefore  we  are  this  day  to  change 
his  ftation,  and  fet  him  up  at  Giafgow,  upon  a  call 
given  him  by  the  difTenting  congregation  in  and  about 
this  place. 

After  pfalms,  proceeded  to  this  purpofc. 

**  You  in  this  c#rrcfpondent  congregntion  having  a  confix 
••  derable  time  ago  petitioned  the  AfTociate  Prcfbytery  for 
♦*  the  moderation  of  a  call,  they  accordingly  appointed  myfelf. 
**  Which  appointment  I  accordingly  obtyed.  And  you  may 
••  remember,  by  a  great  majority  of  votes,  the  call  came  out  for 
"  the  Reverend  Mr  James  Fiflier,  minifter  of  the  gofpf  1  at  Kin- 
**  clavcn  ;  7.nd  was  moft  harmonioufly  fubfcribed  for  him  even 
"  by  the  few  who  had  voted  other  wife. 

**  His  call  being  attcfttd,  was  prefented  unto  the  pre fby- 
*'  tery,  s»nd  fuftainrd  as  orderly  proceeHfd  in.  Together 
"  with  the  call,  reafons  of  tranfportation  were  offered  by  you 
**  of  the  corrcfpondence  of  G!afgow.  The  parifli  of  Kinciavea 
•*  were  fummoncd,  compeared,  and  heard,  and  the  matter 
"  fully  reafoned  on  both  fides.  After  fome  confidcr.iblc  de* 
"  lay,  the  prcfbytery,  which  met  at  Abbotflisll,  taking  to  con- 
**  fideration  the  whole  affair,  together  with  the  condu£l  of 
**  holy  providence,  which  plainly  cleared  their  way,  they 
*♦  iranfporlcd  him  to  be  miniftcr  of  this  correfpondent  con- 

*'  fci"^p;^»tion, 


JtUaitt'tiriAtti fir  Gits  damtai*.  x^ 


Wc  WW  pioctcd  to  fijc  die  i^ktioii  between  jon  ud  hiuu 
Hec^  Sir  James.FUheriRM.  called  up,  ao^ 

"  Re«ftnd  Sir»  ulcboogh  ^^^  '» :  vid  all  tlu  Revcfend 
''bfdiren  and  mcmbnt  o?  the  AflbcSace  Prclbjterj  are  fuUf 

*  ommxtced  of  your  onhodoxj  and  foundnels  in  the  faidi,  and 

*  of  foor  firoi  attchoient  unto  the  corenanted  xcforoutbn  of 

*  Soodand^  both  aa  todoArioe,  dircipline«  wor(hip»  andl|(OTern- 

*  «eat :  yet  t  fappoie  it  will  be  expedient  and  neccflSryt  for 
^AeCutafaAion  of  tbe  people*,  bere,  that  you  giyeanfwer 
''oato  a  few  queftioait  v^ich  the  Reverend  Prdbytery  ap« 
''pointed  nae  to  put  to  you/* 

Here  the  ufual  qneftiona  were  read  one  by  one* 

After  which  proceeded  thus. 

**  Now,  I  fuppofe  you  who  arc  the  people,  arc  fully  Ltisficd 
•*\rith  the  anfwcrs  givcri  by  the  Reverend  Mr  Filhcr  unto 
"  thcfc  queftions.  i  ou  have,  it  is  true,  already  figned  and 
"  confcntedj  that  he  fliould  be  your  zr.iniftcr,  hy  the  call  which 
**  you  have  given  him.  However,  I. fuppofe  it  will  be  cncou- 
**  raging  to  him,  and  fatisfying  to  the  prcfbytcry,  that  you 
"  difcovcr  your  adherence  to  your  call,  by  the  x«§««w«i  cr  lift- 
**  mg  up  cfthe  hand, 

••  So  many  of  you  as  can  conveniently  come  nenr,  may 
**ccmj:  forvrard,  and  take  him  by  the  hand  \  others  who  c.in- 
**not,  may  do  jt  upon  the  diftijilSng  of  the  congregiition." 

Now  I  (hall  conclude  this  work  by  ofrerlng  a  few  words  of 
adricc  to  miniilcr  and  people. 

/if//,  To  ihc  miniftcr.  Reverend  Sir,  God,  in  his  adcraMc 
profidcncej  who  has  the  liars  in  his  ri;;ht  i:anci,*!i:is  fccn  lit  to 
aoTC  you  from  another  pbce,  and  to  fix  you  \\"xcy  \w  order  to 
bear  the  lamp  for  his  Anointed  to  this  iKcp'c,  urcju  ;i  very 
pu'}iJc  and  confpicuous  tower.  And,  i:i  f  r;'vr  to  tbc  right 
Qacigement  of  the  gofpel-lamp,  there  arc  only  -.i  f  v»'  advices 
6it  1  would  cf]':r;  und  what  advice  1  cilVr  unto  y(.j,  1  take  to 
ttTlVf,  cr.d  1  make  no  doubt  but  my  RcvL-rcr.J  br;;^.hrcn  will 

il^  Lucn  unto  them. 

I.  Let 
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to  houfe.  When  you  come  to  hear  the  word,  remember  that 
the  word  you  hear  will  take  hold  of  you,  and  iflue  either  in 
the  life  or  death  of  your  immortal  fouls }  and  what  wiKallthc 
world  profit  a  man  if  he  lofe  his  foul  ?  O  then  attcSnd  dtligaaolif 
incline  your  ears*  hear,  that  your  fouls  may  live,  and  tbec^ve* 
Mnt  may  be  made  and  eftablifhed  with  you,  &c. 

3.  Mingle  faith  with' your  hearing  of  the  word  preadiedbf 
your  roinifter;  take  his  mefiage,  and  receive  his  Mafter,  Godi 
Anointed.  We  are  told  that  the  word  preached  did  not  pro* 
£t  fome,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  k^T 
Heb.  tv.  2.  Let  not  your  minifter  hare  occafionto  take  up 
that  coniplaint  againft  you,  ^<  Who  hath  believed  my  report  r 
and  to  whom  i5  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  i^  He  comet 
to  offer  **  a  Saviour  and  a  great  One,"  to  deliver  you  from 
lin  and  wrath.  Oh  b^  aware  of  reje£ling  the  offered  remedy^ 
for  in  ib  doing  you  defpife  God's  herald  or  mefienger,  and 
him  that  fent  him.  When  Chrift  is  fending  his  apoftks  a^ 
broad  to  preach  the  gofpel,  he  fays,  ^*  He  that  defpife^  you» 
defpifeth  me ;  and  li^  that  defpifeth  me,  defpifeth  him  that' 
fent  me,**  &c.  .  . 

4*  I  advifc  you  to  fubmtt  to  your  minifter  and  eldita,  in  the 
adminiilratton  of  the  key  of  difcipline,  they,  being  a  radical 
court  of  Chrift,  confti^ute  in  the  name4>f  Chrift  for  that  very 
end.  This  is  exprefsly  commanded  of  God :  ^*  Remeniber 
them  which  have  the  rule  over  you,  who  have  fpoken  unto 
you  the  word  of  God :  whofe  faifh  follow,  confidering  the 
end  of  their  converfation.— Obey  them  that  have  th^  rule  over 
you,  sind  fubmit  yourfelves :  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls,  as 
they  that  muft  give  account :  that  they  may  de  it  with  joy^ 
and  not  with  grief :  for  that  is  unprofitable  for  you,*'  Heb.  xiiL 
7.  17.  Obedience  in  th^l^rd  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  people 
towards  thefe  that  have  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  com* 
mitted  to  them  -,  **  for  what  they  bind  on  eanh  (hall  be  bound 
in  heaven  \  and  what  they  loofe  on  earth  (ball  be  loofed  in  hea- 
ven,** Mttth.  xviii.  1 8. 

5«  I  adfii^  you  to  pray  much  for  your  minifter  that  13  con>e 
to  bear  tip  the  gofpeUlamp  among  you  :  <*  Brethren  (fays  tlie 
apoftle  to  d\e  Hebrews),  pray  for  us.*' 

J^///rf,  What  ftiould  we  pray  for  ?  Anftv.  Pray  that  the  foul 
of  your  minifter  may  be  refreihed  daily  with  the  oil  of  God's 
Anointed,  that  fo  the  lamp  may  be  brightened,  and  he  may 
come  forth  to  you  daily  in  the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and 
with  power  $  and  that,  like  a  fcribe  inftru£ted  in  the  myfteries 
of  the  kingdom,  he  may  bring  forth  things  new  and  old  for  the 
edifying  of  your  fouls.  Pray  that  a  door  of  utterance  may  be 
given  him,  that  he  may  declare  the  myfteries  of  the  gofpeJ^ 

that 


' 
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^  be  may  feed  in  tht  Rren^th  of  tht  Lcrd,  ^nd  In  the  ma* 
|ffty  of  the  name  of  his  Go<l-  Oh  pray  that  he  may  «o^  only  f^et 
rarniftiTe,  but  he  btcCtd  widi  fucccis  in  hii  work  i  for  ^hhou^fh 
Paul  were  to  plants  and  Apollov  w^t^r,  yet  tlicir  minitiry  would 
It  ineflfeduaJ,  unlefs  God  gave  tfie  increafc«  Fray  that  Q^A 
nay  gtvc  him  the  art  of  winnbg  foul^,  and  that  hi*t  Maiter 
nay  diref^  him  fo  to  cafl  ihe  gofpel  net,  as  thic  3  multitude 
«f  fouls  may  be  gained*  Fray  that  be  may  be  made  '*  as  a 
Ibrp  thr^Oiing  in  liniment  having  teeth,  to  ebicDi  the  moun*« 
tains,  and  beat  them  fmall,  and  to  make  the  hilU  as  chaff*^** 
l£  xli.  1  J, 

6.  Another  adfice  I  giTe  you  b,  to  encourage  God^s  lamp* 
kater  among  you,  ^utry^  How  Oiould  we  encourage  him  ? 
Aifm-  (t.)  By  receiving  hi.^  Maficr  and  his  me^age^  as  hma 
been  faid.  (2.)  By  ftrengthening  his  heart  and  hand  in  hit 
preaching  and  witnelEng  work,  particularly  at  t Ms  timet  when 
there  arc  many  adverfaricsp  and  many  arrows  of  reproach  and 
aiamny  may  be  cad  at  him.  (3.)  By  **  maintaining  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace^*  among  yourfcWes,  Jar^, 
diTiGon^  and  antmofities  among  a  people^  are  a  heart-break  ta 
a  mini  tier  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  whereas  it  is  his  great  comfort 
to  find  them  of  one  heart  and  way  in  the  Lord.  (4.)  By  pro- 
riding  a  fu  it  able  maintenance  for  your  minlfteri  and  a  place  of 
worfhip  where  you  and  he  may  meet  and  attend  ordinances 
Without  being  txpofed  to  hazard  from  the  injuries  of  die  wea^ 
ther.  But  I  know  you  have  thcfe  things  at  heartj  and  therefore 
do  not  in 5ft  upon  thern^ 

And  now,  my  brethren,  fuffer  me  again  to  renew  the  word 
of  exhortation.  Oh  remember  what  a  valuable  bleiTing  the 
gofpel  is  utito  a  lander  people-  Why,  it  is  ^  lamp  to  difcover 
the  way  how  you  rtay  come  to  God's  Anointed,  and  fo  get 
your  fouls  for  a  prey*  They  that  know  the  worth  of  their 
&uU,  and  hare  any  conceri^about  their  falration,  cannot  but 
piiie  t  he  go  fpel  in  it  s  p  urit  y ,  ^  a  hove  a  1 1  t  h  c  ir  ether  con  ce  r  n  * 
in  a  wodd',  for  it  is  **  better  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  (ine 
gold;  Tweeter  alfo  than  honey  from  the  honey^comb/' PfaL 
ait.  10. 

Bcfidc  what  was  faid  in  the  ilof^nnal  part,  I  might  offer 
many  other  con(ideration5|  to  raife  your  cfteem  of  the  glorious 
gofpeL 

I.  The  gofpeMamp  lets  men  fee  where  they  are,  and  how 
far  they  hare  departed  from  God,  how  near  they  are  unto  utter 
foio,  Hke  the  prodigal  in  a  far-countiy,  without  God,  without 
Chnit^  without  hope,  without  help,  without  lights  without  life, 
Ao  eye  to  plty^  bo  hand  to  help,  5c€.  in  a  (tate  of  di(tance,  dark- 

iiefs^ 


I 
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nthj  enmity,  every  moment  liableto  wrath  and  condeamitkmj 
yitzycondimned  alreadjyicc. 

2.  The  gofpel-lamp  difcoTers  *<  a  SaVtoor  and  a  great  One^ 
If.  xiz.  lo.  who  is  <*  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft.  I  have  hki 
help  upon  one  that  if  mighty:  I  have  exalted  one  chofen  ontof 
the  people,  even  David  my  fervant:  with  my  holy  oil  have  I 
anointed*  him,"  P(al.  Ixxxix.  19.  20.  t 

3*  In  the  light  of  this  lamp  the  (Inner  may  fee  a  mnfimi 
fbondt  that  he  may  not  go  down  to  the  {>it,  even  the  blood  of 
Jefu8,^that  facrifice  of  a  fweet  fmelling  favour,  whereby  the* 
wrath  of  an  angry  God  is  turned  away,  &c. 

4*  By  this  lamp  we  may  fee  an  angry  God  reconciled  axki, 
,  declaring  himfelf  a  Godofpeace^  and  thatj&ry  is  not  in  hinu  Here 
we  may  fee  the  white  flag,  and  the  olive  branch  of  peace  held 
up,  and  God  faying,  <<  1  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips ;  peacct 
peace  to  them  that  are  afar  off,  and  to  them  that  are  nigby*^ 
If*lviLi9. 

5*  By  the  light  of  this  lamp,  fmners  that  are  beggared  and 
bankrupted  by  the  fall  of  Adam,  are  led  to  a  mine  of  unfearch* 
able  riches,  which  they  may  lay  hand  jjpon,  and  make  their 
own  without  theft  or  vicious  iiitromiflion.  '*  Unto  me  (fays 
Paul),  who  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints,  is  this  grace 
given,  that  I  (hould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unfearch* 
able  riches  of  Chrift,''  £ph.  aii.  8*  The  cry  of  the  gofpcl  is, 
<'  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thoir 
mayit  be  rich,"  &c, 

6.  By  this  gofpeMamp,  we  may  fee  a  hcufe  of  mercy  reared 
and  opened,  and  all  manner  of  provifion  in  plenty,  made  ready 
for  the  poor,  the  halt,  the  withered,  and  lame.  "  I  have  faid, 
Mercy  fliall  be  built  up  for  ever,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  2.  "  Wifdom 
hath  Duilded  her  houfe,  (he  hath  hewn  out  her  feven  pillars. 
She  hath  killed  her  fatlings,  (he  hath  mingled  her  wine ;  {he 
hath  alfo  furnilhed  her  table.  She  hath  fent  forth  her  mai- 
dens, (he  crieth  upon  the  higheft  places  of  the  city.  Whofo 
is  (imple,  let  him  turn  in  hither:  as  for  him  thatwanteth  un« 
der&anding,  (he  Aiith  to  him,  Come,  eat  of  my  bread,  and 
drink  of  the  wine  which  I  have  mingled,"  Prov.  ix.  i. — 5, 
^<  In  this  mountain,  (hall  the  Lord  of  hods  make  unto  all 
people  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  a  feaft  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat 
things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined,"  if. 
XXV.  6. 

7.  By  this  gofpcl-Jamp  we  may  fee  not  only  meat,  but  me- 
dicine prepared  for  the  poor  difeafed  foul,  th^t  is  ready  to 
peri(h  of  its  wounds  and  leprofy.  Here  you  will  ktbalm  in 
Gi/eadf  and  a  phyfician  there.  Here  you  will  fee  the  myftical 
brazfn  ferpenU  by  a  look  of  which  the  venom  of  the  old  fcrpent 
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Is  hftiy  and  the  hurt  of  it  prevented.  Here  k  tohc  feeti  the 
*Uftc  of  life,  which  bears  tweltc  manner  of  fruits  e?rry  montbt 
ifliwhofe  leares  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations*'* 

t  Br  this  lamp  U  to  he  fcen  the  Rock  that  folJows  Ifracl 
ttrongh  the  wUdernefs  to  Canaan ;  you  tmj  fee  the  clefts  of 
As  Rock  that  ^rere  made  by  the  rod  of  God's  anger ;  you  may 
fcelifin^  watergufliing  out  of  the  fmieccn  Rock|  and  aery  made, 
*^  Whofoerer  wrill,  let  him  come  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life 
fodf/'  You  may  fee  the  Rocic  having  a  fhadoW;  to  refresh 
the  weary  traveller  in  his  way  to  glory  ;  you  may  fee  God'i 
<beE  lodging  '*  in  the  clefts  of  the  Rock|  and  in  the  fccret 
pbces  of  the  ftam,"  &c. 

9>  iJy  this  lamp  you  may  fee  and  find  the  chariot  of  the 
food  of  Lcbancyn,  wjth  its  golden  bottom t  purple  coverings 
prtd  with  Jove  for  the  daughters  of  Jerufakm*  By  which  f 
vndtritaod  the  covenant  of  grace  and  promifci  which  U  ever- 
tftmg,  well  ordered,  and  fure.  The  gofpel  lets  you  fee,  thtt 
foiihave  free  aecefs  into  this  chariot  of  falvation^  in  which 
Ton  may  Tide  in  Safety,  through  all  dangers*  unto  glory :  "  Thus 
Udithe  Xx>rd — unto  them  that  take  hold  of  my  covenant,  even 
onto  them  wUl  I  give  in  mine  houfe,  and  within  my  walb,  a 
place  and  a  name  better  than  of  fons  and  of  daughters  :  I  will 
gife  them  an  cverlafting  name  that  ihall  not  be  cut  oC— Even 
tbcm  will  I  bring  to  my  holy  mcuntsini  and  make  them  joyful 
b  my  honfc  of  prayer,  *  If.  Ivi.  5*  7* 

\c\  By  this  lamp  we  may  fee  a  ladder  reaching  between 
leaven  and  earth,  by  which  you  may  have  accefs  to  that  hca- 
nn  of  glory  which  we  fell  from,  when  we  broke  the  firll  co- 
Tcnant  in  Adam  ;  but  here  is  a  new  and  living  way  into  the 
tolicft  of  a!U 

n*  Here  you  may  fee  and  find  a  city  of  refuge  from  the 
iTfQger  of  blood,  &c* 

12*  Here  you  will  find  the  true  ark  !n  which  you  fhal!  be 
fe?ed  from  the  deluge. 

13.  Here  you  may  fee  chambers  where  you  may  hide  your^ 
tlfts  in  a  day  of  wrathj  until  the  indignation  be  overpalt* 

14.  Here  by  this  lamp  we  difcover  a  confirmed  teitamentt 
fecuring  us  to  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life,  which  was  loft  in 
the  firll  Adam,  and  much  more  th.m  ever  we  lolh  Here  we 
may  find  our  God  faying^  "  1  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ;*'  which 
is  more  than  ever  eye  faw^  or  ear  heard,  &c. 

Thus  you  fee  what  great,  glorious,  and  beneficial  difcoveries 
arc  made  by  the  lamp  of  the  cverlafting  gofpcL  Aud  do  not 
tU  this  make  it  evident*  that  they  are  a  privileged  peopkj  who 
bite  the  gofptHamp  Hghtetl^  and  fet  up  among  them  i  It  was 
m  Without  groundj  th^t  the  pfalmill  cried  out,  in  the  view  of 

'-     .  thcfc 
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thefe  things^  **  Bleffed  are  the  people  that  know  the  joyful 
fimnd ;.  they  (hall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy  counter 
nancey**  Pfal.  Ixxxtx.  i  ;• 

I  conclade  by  reading  a  portion  of  fcripture  to  you  con* 
tanning  a  bundle  of  neccflary  duties,  both  toward  yourfelves, 
^UT  minifter  and  elders,  and  one  another,  x  Thefll  ▼.  i2« 
to  2S.  ^^  And  we  befeech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which 
labovf  among  you,  and  are  oyer  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admo- 
aUh  you;  and  to  efteem  them  Tery  highly  in  love  for  their 
works  fake.  And  be  at  peace  among  yourfelves.  Now  we 
txbort  yon,  brethren,  warn  them  that  are  unruly,  comfort 
the  feeble  minded,  fupport  the  weak,  be  |>atient  toward  all 
men.  See  that  none  render  evil  for  evil  unto  any  man :  but 
ever  follow  that  which  is  good,  both  among  yourtblves  andr 
to  all  men.  Rejoice  evermore.  Fray  without  ceafing.  Iq 
every  thing  give  thanks :  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefoa  concerning  you.  Quench  not  the  Spirit.  Defpife 
not  prophecyings.  Prove  all  things :  hold  taft  that  which 
is  good.  Abftain  from  all  appearance  of  evil.  And  the  very 
God  of  peace  fan£lify  you  wholly :  and  I  pray  God  your 
whole  fpirit  and  foul  and  body  be  preferved  blamelefs  unto 
the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.— Brethren,  pray  for 
OS.— The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be  with  you."  Amcn» 
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THE   SECOND  SERMON   ON   THIS  TEXT. 

I  PROCEED  now  to  make  feme  further  improvement  of  the 
doArine. 
A  third  xXc  of  the  do£^rine  may  be  by  way  of  Trial  zn^ 
Examination*  Sirs,  we  in  this  land,  and  you  particularly  in 
this  place,  have  had  the  gofpel-lamp  for  a  long  time  (liining 
among  you  :  but  the  great  queftion  is,  Has  ever  the  light  of  it 
led  you  to  God's  Anointed,  and  difcovered  his  glory  to  ygur 
fouls. 

I  ofier  the  few  following  marks  for  trial  in  this  matter. 
1.  lias  ever  the  light  of  the  gofpel-lamp  difcovered  the 
plagues  of  your  heart  unto  you,  fo  as  to  fill  you  with  an  abhor* 
rence  of  yourfelves,  faying  with  David^  *<  who  can  underftand 

hie 
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r'  PfaL  xtx.  12-  or  wUh  Jeremiah,  **  Tlic  icatt  h 
ibore  all  thingSi  and  dd^cr^eely  wkked^  who  cmii 
'  Jcr*  XT  a.  p.  Whenever  JoVs  eyes  hw  the  Loid^ 
'*  I  ablior  fnyfdf,  and  lepent  m  duft  and  in  aflies** 
light  of  the  gof[>el-hnip  lets  a  man  fee  thst  all  the 
methods  of  fiilvation  that  he  hath  propofed  unto  bim- 
i  in  a  natural  ftate,  arc  nothing  but  a  mere  deluRon. 
was  imaginingi  that  be  mi^ht  he  hvtd  by  ebe  gene* 
of  God|  by  the  works  of  the  law,  by  a  profeHton  ef 
^r  feme  good  thing  or  other  i  but  whenever  the  tigbt 
Dp  enters  into  hk  he^irt  he  feet  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
Lcie  hills  and  mountains  ;  and  that  to  Ray  where  be  it 
n^  he  hut  walks  in  (he  Hght  of  his  fire,  and  fpatks  of 
Indliog,  and  mult  he  down  in  for  row  at  the  end ;  and 
Dafts  away  aU  thefc  cob^web  coverings^  and  accounts 
lofs  for  Chrift, 

;  you.  What  thinV  you  of  God's  Anointed?  for  tli« 
ip  it  ordained  to  difcover  the  glory  of  God's,  Anoin ti- 
lt think  you  of  his  perfon^  righteoufnefsi  fulocfs^ 
L  falvation,  Icve  and  grace  }  i  am  fure  the  glory  of 
I  and  medtacioii  has  put  your  fouk  to  an  everblling 
t  you  koow  not  what  to  fay  or  tlunk,  bat  are  fwaJU 
in  a  filent  wonder  at  hinriy  crying  with  the  church, 
this  that  cooiech  up  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments 
rah  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparali  travelling  in 
lefs  of  his  ftrength  ?  Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine 
and  chy  garments  like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  wine 
Ixiii.  I.  1. 

rer  the  glory  of  God's  Anointed  was  difcovcrcd  unto 
s  light  of  this  lamp,  your  hearts  have  been  fired  with 
m,  and  zeal  for  his  glory ;  fo  that  you  know  not  how 

>  your  elleem  of  him,  and  dcfire  after  him:  Obi 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon 
:  I  defirc  bcGdes  thee."  Many  waters  cannot  quench 
her  can  all  floods  drown  it.  Indeed  the  devil,  and 
,  and  a  corrupt  heart,  are  frequently  calling  water 
fire  \  but  yet  where  it  is  genuine,  it  gets  ay  up  again  ; 
rifes,  and  breaks  through  all  oppofition,  and  fends 

>  of  it  heavenward. 

ever  the  lamp  of  the  gofpel  dropt  fome  of  the  oil 
Anointed  upon  your  fouU  ?  The  gofpel  is  as  it  were 
pipe,  through  which  the  oil  of  the  Holy  Gholl  is 
into  the  vcilels  of  the  fan£luary. from  God's  Anoint- 
iii.  2,  *•  We  receive  the  Spirit  by  the  hearing  of 
by  the  works  of  the  law."  Now,  I  alk  you.  Have  you 
aion  from  the  Holy  One  ?  ^uery.  How  fliall  1  know 

that? 


th$iti    Anfw.  In  tlie  foQowiiig  ptrdculars.  This  oil  has  1 
the  fame  tSt€t^  in  Come  meafure,  that  k  had  upon  Cbr 

"^ft^  Chrift's  axiointingi  it  made  him  of  quick  underfianil 
or  of  a  nadyfceni^  a$  it  is  in  the  margin^  If.  xr.  3;  The  fai 
efiedsi  in  fome  meafure^  has  it  had  upon  you ;  it  has  gii 
you  a  quick  underftandiqg  and  uptaking  of  die  diings 
God|  the  fecrets  of  his  coTenant:  '^  Unto  you  it  is  given 
know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,''  fays  Chi 
unto  his  difciples ;  "  but  unto  odiers  it  is  not  given.  Wehs 
an  undion  from  the  Holy^ne,  whereby  we  know  all  thing 
€  John  ii.  2o.  ^*  He  that  is  ffHricual,  judgeth  all  things  :* 
has  another  difcendng  than  other  men  have  of  the  things 
God  and  eternity.  "  We  have  not  received  the  fpliit  .0?  t 
arorldi  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God;  that  we  may  know  1 
things  that  are  ueely  given  to  us  of  God,** .  i  Cor.  ii.  1 2. 
^  W)i  Chsift's  anointing  made  his  £ue  to  (hine.  <<  (XI 1 
keth  the  face  to  ihine*".  Hence  the  fponfe  cries  ouL  ^  1 
jcountenancft  is  as  Lebaoon,  excellent  as  the  cedars.*.  Sc 
you  have  fliared  of  this  anointing,  you  will,  in  your  way,  1 
walk,  and  talk,  adorn  the  doArine  of  God  your  Savioi 
you  will  be  changed  into  the  fame  image  with  God's  Anoi 
ed,  by  beholding  of  his  glory ;  your  light  will  (hine  bef 
jmen,  fo  that  others,  feeing  your  good  works,  will  glo! 
God,  your  heavenly  Father. 

^ily\  Chrift's  anointing  made  him  zStivt  and  agile  in 
work  of  our  redemption ;  fo  that  he  never  reftcd  till  he  co 
fay,  **  It  is  finiflied."  So  if  you  be  partakers  of  his  anoi 
<ing,  you  will  be  aAive  and  diligent  in  the  great  work  of  f 
falvation,  that  you  may  finiOi  your  courfe  with  joy.  Oh !  i 
David,  <<  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  commandments,  w] 
thou  haft  enlarged  my  heart,''  viz.  by  anointing  the  wh< 
of  his  foul  with  the  oil  of  the  Spirit's  influences. 
.  4/i&/)f,  Chrift's  anointing  made  his  heart  glad;  therei 
called  "  the  oil  of  gladnefs."  This  was  it  that  rejoiced 
heart  under  all  the  difcouragement  and  oppofition  he  i 
with  in  his  work.  So,  if  you  be  anointed  with  the  fame 
.ypur  hearts  have  been  made  glad  therewith.  The  Holy  Gl 
is  called  frequently  the  ComforUr^  becaufe  he  gladdens 
hearts  of  Chrift's  followers,  under  all  the 'troubles  and  ti 
in  their  way  in  this  weary  wildemefs.  Hence  Chrift  fay 
his  difciples,  fpeaking  of  the  Spirit,  <*  Your  hearts  (hall 
joice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you."  Now, 
yourfelves  by  this ;  know  you  any  thing  of  the  confolatioi 
the  Spirit  ?  Oh  I  &ys  David,  *<  thou  haft  put  more  g 
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Defi  in  1117  hearty  than  they,  when  their  coriii  wine,  and 
«/»  did  abound.** 

Uie  fourth^  Has  God  ordained  a  lamp  for  his  Anointed  ? 
tben  1117  firft  adrice  or  exhortation  19,  to  anfver  the  cod  of 
the  .gofpeMamp,  by  coinine  to  God's  anointed  Saviour  and 
Rediecfner  by  a  true  faith.  This  is  the  end  ^nd  dcfi^n  ot  God 
in  the  whole  revelation  that  he  has  made  of  Chnlt  in  the 
word.  **  Thcfe  things  are  written,  that  ye  might  believe 
m  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might 
hare  life  through  him,"  Johnxz.  31.  This  is  the  end  and 
dcGgn  of  a  gofpel  miniilry,  and  of  all  the  ordinances  of  the 
eofpel,  that  ye  might  behold  the  glory  of  God's  Anomted,  and 
oj  coming  to  him,  ye  might  be  built  up  in  the  holy  faith, 

Mtimes  to  eng^  you  to  come  unto  God's  Anointed. 

1.  The  light  otthe  lamp  of  the  gofpel  points  you  dire£lly 
lo  him  ;  for  it  is  *^  Chrill  whom  we  preach  ;  and  we  preach 
not  oufelves,  but  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  and  ourfclvts  yoi:r 
ferrants  for  Jtrfus  fake."  Every  gofpeUfermon  leads  to  Chnit, 
and  lands  you  in  him,  if  the  defign  of  it  be  anfwered.  Oh  ! 
fays  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  ^^  I  defire  to  know  nothing 
among  you,  but  Chrill,  and  him  crucified." 

2.  Chrift  was  anointed  for  your  fakes.  "  He  received 
gifts  for  men  ;  yea,  even  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord 
God  might  dwell  among  us"  His  oil  is  for  your  ufe.  He  hini- 
fclf,  and  all  his  offices  to  which  he  was  anointed,  are  inrtndcd 
for  the  falvation  of  loft  finners  of  Adam's  family.  Why  was 
he  ailointed  to  be  a  Prophet,  but  for  your  illumination  in  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  his  will  ?  Why  anointed  to  be  a  Pried, 
but  for  your  reconciliation  with  God,  and  juftification  before 
him  ?  Why  anointed  King  in  Zion,  but  to  deliver  us  iVonL 
our  captivity  to  fin  and  Satan,  and  to  fandlify  us,  and  wrii^ 
his  law  in  our  hearts  ?  Hence  he  is  "  made  of  God  unto  us 
^ifdonr*,  righteoufncfs,  fan£lification,  and  redemption,*'  i  Cor. 
i.  30.  Now,  feeing  it  is  fo,  why  then  (liould  we  itand  otV 
from  him  by  unbelief,  and,  by  following  lying  vanities,  for- 
fakc  our  own  mercy  ? 

3.  Oh  come  unto  God's  Anointed  through  the  light  of  tl\/. 
golpeUlamp  ;  for  there  is  an  immeafurable  meal'urc  of  the  oil 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  with  God's  Anointed,  and  all  to  be  com- 
municated unto  them  that  come  unto  him.  ^*  it  hath  pleafed 
the  Father,  that  in  him  Ihould  all  fulncfs  dwell ;  that  out  of 
his  fulntfs  we  might  receive  grace  for  grace."  rherc  is  no 
fiar  of  want  here.  His  fulnefs  is  not  cxhaufted  or  diniiniih- 
ed  by  all  tliat  is  given  out.  No,  he  is  as  full  as  ever,  and 
as  ready  to  communicate.  We  read  of  ihc  widow^s  pot  uf  oil, 
a  Kings  iv.  4.  5.  &c.  that  did  fill  all  the  veiiUjS  that  were 
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brought  to  It,  and  never  ftopt  till  no  more  vcflels  were  brouglif. 
This  is  the  cafe  here  ;  Chrift  r.ever  ccafes  to  communicate  of 
his  grace  and  Spirit,  as  long  as  empty  vcfiels  are  brought  to 
him.  The  only  thing  that  flops  the  communication  of  hit 
grace  is,  tliat  we  do  not  come  to  him  by  faith  to  receive  of 
his  fulnefi*. 

4.  God's  Anointed  calls,  invites,  and  bcfecchcs  you  to  comc 
unto  liim  for  his  grace  and  fulncfs.     *'  Ho,  every  one  that 
thirfteth,  coire;  and  he.  th.it  huth  no  money,  K-t  him  come» 
and  buv  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price. 
If.  1;.  i.— 3. 

5.  GodV  Anointed  has  promifcd  you  welcome;  "  Come  to 
«K^  who  will,  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out.  He  that  cometh  to 
mc  ihnll  nivjr  hiirger  ;  nr.J  hr  that  believeth  on  mc  (hall 
nevtr  thirll.  He  ritiilicth  th^^  longing  foul,  and  (ilkth  the 
hungry  foul  M'ith  gooii  tliir.g«." 

6.  If  you  do  net  come  lo  God's  Anointed,  you  lofc  the  bc» 
nef;t  of  the  gofpel-l  .:np,  and  incur  the  difpleafurc  of  that  God 
Mho  cri!:\incd  the  hmp  fv^r  liis  Anointed.  ■*  This  is  the  con- 
demn-.itlo:?,  tint  liglu  iji  ccmc  inro  the  world,  and  men  choofc 
d.ukntfii  ia:h-.Tt)v  n  lirju,  KcTjfe  their  dctil<  are  evil.  How 
i\\\\\  w?  ( foivi,  if  wt  mglccl  the  great  faivaiion''  of  God's 
Ar.olntcd  ? 

7.  V:^::'A  yo'!  rorr*."  fc^  G."*t^'>  Ancinted,  and  buy  oil,  your 
iTll>:s  .i:v!  l.;n;p?  v.i!!  b-  friir.ii  ix.piy  :»t  the  coming  of  Chrift* 
^!v  fricvi's.  i^trtVre  it  h'  1?-^:,  ih'MTjidni|;!i:  cry  ihail  be  heard ^ 
*•  H.holJ,  i};.-  Dr.dcijroom  c.^Tseth,  go  yc  forth'  to  mctt  him.** 
You  know  ix\\\i  btcri'c  ci  thtr  fi^oiilh  v'.rgins  that  wanted  oil 
r.t  the  ^\^!rinc:  of  i!'o  Kr:ii;;:;ro;.Mr» ;  they  go  10  fc-,k  oil  when  it 
w.:s  c::t  c  f  time  ;  "  rhr  door  i;  t'  ui"  iiron  them,  and  theyarc 
fV.:!:  \r  i:i  frT:'>lvo  .:r.d  •*  iknr!>/  lV;i  t:.ke  care  that  it 
cc^  no-  i'x:  10  V  i:!i  tou  icv.i  il  :l.e  crrv.lr.g  of  Chrill  at  deaths 
rr  i;;.!uo:r.;:".-  A-.!,  t'-r.  fVvo,  v/.jl-the  market  of  grace 
h.N,  t.KO  C'.T.p/^  Cvi:::L\  «*  I  cc'.nv.cl  il.ec  i..>  buv  of  mc 

tr.,y.  •:•  i;.c  !:-.  :}.r.t  :Vr-.,  -.iy:t  b-  rich;  and  white  rai- 
:,  :.y:  :!:>::  --m:  !>r  c'  ::.c.',  .:r:.:  :h2t  the  ihame  of  thy 
r-N.'<.::f:A  .^^  r^:  -r-ar:  ?r-\  \v<-i  thine  ev«£  with  cyc- 
:.:.vi.  Try:  th-.:  --.vit  f-r,-  R^v.  iii.  iS. 

^    S.  Ul.rn  .1  i^.oplo  r^'v:>^.ev^  virh  rhe  Ujvr^  cf  ihe  ever- 

n-v.'  ^ot;:^.,   ,  .>  :>-  .^riM.r  tr?  .'-i^^^  cf  it"  bv  coming  to 

Oo^^  A".>r:..'.   C,:..  v.  :V,:  ci:V  i,  p^vck.d  to  remove  the 

.VV''--V  :!''  V ''.-.'■''''  '■  "  "*!:•  '■"V^^'-f  :^^  hghi  of  it 
rb-V--'-'--  ./  i-V  '  ^^  ~''  V  *-'^T--Te  liv  I  ur.ro  yoiiy 
,,r. !'';,■  ■  '■  ^'  '■."*  •  .ct-.s:n  !r.':r.  vci2/.>rd  given  to 
^.:V::.V.^/'"^'/  ■:;.■■'  ;'-^:>::vrr,M/-  r.y>  ChriJt  ihcXC 
** ■*  '"        ■  *■"  *"  "^^  •^■■-  -•  ^-.i  ihcT::,  wi  ir^  to  uo* 
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i  derilaod  the  fame  thing  with  the  goipd-hmp,  by  which  wc 

I  enter  into  iHc  kingHam  of  (jrace  htfre^ancl  of  glory  hcrcafccr*r 

iHow,  fays  Chrift,  thi*  ihiJl  Uc  taken  from  you,  ^tid  then  die 

l4ociT  of  the  kingdo^Ti  of  G^  will  be  D-i\xt  up  3  gain  it  the  i^^w*' 

fiih  tiaiiott^  and  gtvtn  untu   the  GenTiies,  wUtch  accord Ingjy 

^r;9  doac»     'llie  Jcw4  wcf^  cut  olF  fof  their  unbdtcfp  aitd 

^tbe  gd%ffl  diiirch  And  lamp  fct  up  am^ng  the  mtion^  of  the 

sarth*     NoiM'y  If  God  fpared  not  the  natural  brjincKe«,  ^c 

)t»ee4  to  t^kc  heed  it(i  he  tre^it  »s  aXtirr  the  fAqie  mintieri 

jtAo  irc  wild  olives  of  the  GcmUtft  by  n:4iuref  Rum'  %u  zi, 

nr«ii  liavc  «  ward  to  the  t^mc  purpofe,  John  xiu  3^.  ^6^ 

•*  Tlieo  Jeftit  Caid  unto  them.  Yet  a  hitJc  wliile  U  tiic  light 

iriih  you  ;  Vfs^lk  while  ye  have  the  light,  lead  darkncE  come 

Wfmi  you  ^  for  he  chnt  walketh  in  darkneft^,  knowcih  not 

vliitKT  he  gocih.     While  ye  h^ve  li^jlit,  hdie^e  tu  the  Jight,    ' 

din  ye  may  be  the  children  of  light.'*     By  aft  which  you  fcft 

tkt  we  ar€  in  hazatd  of  lofmg  the  li^ht  of  the  gDfpt]<Littipt 

and  of  being  left  In  dsirkncfSi  if  we  do  not  CQinc  utito  God's 

Anointed. 

And  here  1  will  tell  you  of  feveral  kinds  of  dafknc&  that 
vill  fblk>w  ijp^n  the  removal  of  the  gofpel^lamp* 

i/,  The  darknefs  of  grofs  ignorance  i  which  is  fo  fiir  from 
Wug  the  mother  of  devotion,  as  the  P^jiifts  teach,  that  it  is 
^  mother  of  dcftnj£lion ;  "  My  people  are  dellroycd  for  lack 
I  tf  kaowledge,"  Hof,  iv.  6^  If  we  biit  look  through  the 
^mMi  or  through  this  ifland^  or  tlie  liuid  wherein  we  liv^,  and 
take^  f  lew  of  thefe  corners  of  it  where  the  gofpeUlamp  does 
wt  fhinc,  or  where  anotlier  tl^iIng  is  fubllitutc  in  the  room  of 
it,  we  fliall  find  nothing  but  grofs  ignoriince  of  fupernitural 
^mthsj  and  the  people  no  better  th»tt  a  company  of  baptized 
Heathens. 

l4/^  The  dafknefft  oot  only  of  unbelief,  but  of  infidelity,' 
foilaws  upon  the  removal  of  the  gofpellamp*  Unbelief  may 
W,and^  alas  !  too  frequently  is-,  where  the  gofpcUlamp  ihlnesi 
**Who  hath  bciievcd  our  report?"  But  when  the  gofpel- 
hmp  it  taken  away  becaufe  of  unbelief,  tlien  the  people  tura 
Infidels-  An  unbeliever  may  come  10  be  a  believer^  becauCe 
fkobjetl  of  faith  is  llill  revealed  and  prefented  unto  him  by 
tjicgofpcUlamp ;  but  an  Infidel  cannot  become  a  bdierer,  be- 
ttofc  the  obje^  of  faith  is  removed f  the  things  that  belong 
tohif  peace  are  hid  from  his  eyes  and  ears.  *'  How  jliall  he 
Wiere  in  him  of  whom  he  hjs  not  heard?  (ae  the  apoftle 
'<l|yt*)  I  and  how  ihall  they  hear  without  a  prcachtfr  ?"  Kom. 
I' i^.  When  both  lamp  and  lamp-bearers  of  God*5  fending 
Ire  taken  away,  how  thenOall  ih:ry  believe  i  Men  in  thateale 
«nno  more  believe,  than  the  eye  of  the  body  can  fee  witho^^t 
fee  light  of  the  fun  io  the  firmament, 
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'^dly^  The  darkncfa  of  idolatry  and  rupcrilition  in  uror*^ 
fliip,  follows  upon  the  removal  of  the  gofpel-Iamp*  as  we  fee 
inthefe  lands  or  nations  where  the  gofpcMamp  once  wasj  buC 
are  now  covered  with  Popifli  and  Mahometan  delufions  and 
abominations. 

i^thly^  As  the  gofpcl-lamp  removes,  fo  gradually  the  darknefa 
of  error  prevails.  Deiftical  errors,  rejtflin;;  fupernauiral  myf- 
ferirs  in  the  word ;  Ariin  and  Socinian  errors^  derogadng  from 
the  plory  of  God's  Anointed,  cither  in  his  pcrfon,  offices,  or 
fatisf^flion  \  Arminian  errors,  (Iriking  at  the*  freedom  and  fo- 
verrignty  of  the  grace  of  God  both  in  e]e£lion  and  efFe£liul 
calling,  and  che  perfeverance  of  the  faints  ;  legal  errors,  over- 
turning the  d(£hine  of  juftification  by  the  righteoufntfs  of 
Chrift  alone,  and  foifting  in  fomething  elie  in  its  room,  that 
men  may  have  fomething  to  (ilory  in:  thefc  and  the  like  errors 
prevailing  in  a  land  where  the  gofpel  has  been  preached  in 
purity,  argues  a  fctting,  not  a  rifing  fun,  becaufe  tne  (hadowa 
are  growing  long. 

5/Z7)',  The  darknc  fs  of  a  dead,  lifclcfs,  blaftcd,  profane,  or 
igncr.  nt  minlllry,  pn  vails  upon  the  withdrawing  of  the  lamp 
of  God's  Anointed.  Indrrd  God  may  leave  fomething  in  the 
land  chilled  the  gofpel,  and  a  fet  of  men  who  call  themfclves 
miniders  of  the  gofpel.  But  what  fort  of  a  lamp  is  it  that 
is  left,  whtn  the  true  gofpcl-lamp  is  t^ken  away  ?  Ic  is  the 
ucvii's  lamp  ;  it  is  not  the  nnrrow  way,  but  a  broad-way 
lamp,  to  fet  folk  (Iraightway  to  the  bottomlcfs>  pit.  And  what 
fort  of  miniilcrs  or  lamp-bearers  are  left  ?  Why,  they  are 
blind  guides  leading  the  blind,  and  both  fall  into  the  ditch  to- 
gether. 

Cthly.  The  darknefs  of  a  departed  God  and  glory  follows 
upon  tlie  removal  ot  the  gofpLl-larvp.  The  name  of  that  na- 
tion or  crnpr»'gaiion  then  becomes  Ickuhod^  i.  c.  "  The  glory 
is  disparted.*'  And  then  innumerable  woes  take  place  : 
«*  Wo  ,ilfo  unto  them,  when  I  depart  from  them."  Utter 
<lellruc\ion  anddefolation  takes  place  :  "  Behold  your  houfe  is 
l;fi  unto  you  d'.  folate,"  IVIatth.  xxiii.  38.  "And  now  go  to; 
1  will  tell  you  vhat  1  will  do  to  my  vineyard  :  I  will  take 
away  the  hedge  thereof,  and  it  fliall  be  eaten  up ;  and  break 
down  the  m  .ill  thereof,  and  it  Ihall  be  trodden  down.  And 
1  Mrill  lay  it  waile  :  it  ihall  not  be  pruned,  nor  digged,  but 
there  lliall  come  lip  briers  and  thorns :  I  will  alfo  command 
the  clou*' 5,  that  they  rain  no  rain  upon  it.  For  the  vineyard 
cf  t!ie  Lord  of  hell?  is  the  houfe  of  ilrael,  and  the  men  of  Ju- 
dah  his  pic.lant  pl.int :  and  he  looked  for  judgement,  but  be- 
hold opprclnon  ;  for  righteoufnefs,  but  bdiold  aery,"  If.  t.  5. 
C.  7.     i'hud  you  Ilc  what  darkncfi  follow*  upon  the  rcmuval 
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of  the  gofpcUla  >)p  for  rejtrdting  and  refuGng  to  come  unto 
God's  Anointed.  Oh  then  let  me  befeech  you^  as  though  God 
did  befeech  you  by  me,  *•  be  ye  reconciled  unto  God,**  by  re- 
ceiving him,  reding  upon  him  alone  for  filvation  from  fin  and 
wrath,  a8  he  is  oiFered  to  you  in  the  gofpel. 

Oh  that  I  knew  how  to  prevail  with  you  to  accept  of  God's 
Anointed  !  Come  and  let  us  reafon  to)i;ether  upon  this  im- 
portant matter.  Sirs,  when  you  rej(-.6l  God's  Anointed,  yoa 
reje£i  God  himfelf,  that  God  in  whom  every  moment  you 
live,  move,  and  have  your  being ;  for  God  is  in  Chriil  his 
anointed  dear;  but  when  you  receive  him,  you  receive  God 
to  be  your  God  and  portion  in  time  and  through  eternity  ;  his 
Father  becomes  your  Father,  and  his  God  your  God. 

Pray  tell  me.  What  ails  you  at  God's  Anointed,  that  you 
will  not  come  unto  him  ?     Do  you  rejetl  him  becaufe  he  is 
an  infufficient  Saviour?      Why,   the  gofpeUlamp  difcovers 
the  contrary,  and  that  the  very  reverfe  is  true :  <^  I  have  laid 
help  upon  one  that  is  mighty,"  fays  God.     Do  you  rejc£i  him 
on  a  pretence  that  he  is  unwilling  to  receive  you  ?    TiiC  gof- 
pel  lamp  confutes  this  thought ;  for  you  may  fee   him  com- 
plaining of  fmners,  that  they  will  not  come  unto  hiin  ;  fwcar- 
iog  by  his  life,  that  he  is  willing,  and  hab  no  pleafure  in  the 
death  of  the  wicked  ;  appealing  to  the  luavens  and  earth,  to 
bear  teftimony  for  him  againd  fmners  for  their  folly  and  ob- 
ftinacy,  **  Be  aftoniftied,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  hor- 
ribly afraid,  be  ye  very  defoh'te,  faith  the  Lord.     For  my 
people  have  committed  two  evils :  they  have  forfaken  me  the 
fountain  of  living   waters,    and   hewed  them  out  ciftcrns, 
broken  ciftcrns,  that  can  hold  no  water,"  Jer.  ii.  ii,  13.  And 
again,  he  fays,  "  Hear,  O  heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  earth  : 
for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken,  I  hav^  nouriOied  and  brought  up 
children,  and  they  have  rebelled  againit  me,"  If.  i,  2.     Do 
you   (land  off  from  God's  Anointed,  becriufe   you  have  no 
claim  or  right  to  him  ?     L-t  not  this  bt   pretended  ;  fur  you 
have  as  good  a  right  to  him,  and  as  good  a  warrant  to  em- 
ploy him  for  your  falvation,  as  any  of  the  faints,  cithrr  in 
heaven  or  earth,  ever  had,  before  ihcy  aflu.lly  believed  in 
him.     Ye  have  a  right  to  him  by  virtue  of  the  human  nature 
that  he  wears,  whereby  he  is  related  to  all  the  human  kind. 
Yc  have  a  right  and  claim  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  office  ;  he 
is  the  Saviour  of  all  men  th  «t  are  willing  to  he  favf  d      As 
every  man  in  Ifrael  had  acccis  to  the  brizeii  fcrpt^nt,  which 
was  a  common  good  to  all  the  cmip  ;  fo  hub  cv^ry  iinn.  r  a 
right  to  look  unto  Chr-.li.,  .md  be  1  vcd.     Ye  have  a  ri^ht  to 
him  by  the  revelation,  the  o!i'  r,  iru-  gift,  and  grant,  i^^  the 
gofpcl;  "  Then  Jcfus  faid  unto  them,  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto 

you, 
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you,  Mofcs  gave  you  not  that  bread  from  heaven ;  but  iri 
Father  givcth  you  the  true  bread  from  heayen.  For  the  breac 
of  God  is  he  which  comtth  down  from  heaven,  and  giretl 
life  unto  the  world,"  John  vi.  3233-  **  For  unto  us  a  chiW 
is  born,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given,"  If.  ix.  6.  And  again,  **  Ho, 
every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,*'  &c.  If 
Iv.  I.  "  And  the  t>pirit  and  the  bride  fay.  Come.  And^  lel 
him  that  hcartrh  fay,  Come.  And  K-t  him  that  is  athirft, 
come :  Aiid  whofoever  wi.l,  let  him  take  the  water  of  lift 
freely,"  Rev.  xsii.  17.  Do  ye  ft  w.d  off  from  God's  Anointed 
for  want  of  power  and  ability  to  cocr.c  to  him  ?  Why,  God'j 
Anointed  in  the  gofpel  is  reaching  forth  his  faving  arm  fo 
help  every  impotent  foul,  faying,  "  I  give  power  to  the  faioti 
I  increafe  ftrength  to  them  that  have  no  might.*'  Do  you  de- 
cline to  come  to  God's  Anointed,  becaufe  you  are  uncertain 
if  God  ordained  him  for  you,  or  you  for  him,  in  his  etcnii 
purpofe  cr  decree  ?  Why,  Sirs,  I  hive  often  told  you,  and 
now  1  tell  you  again,  that  in  the  matter  of  believing,  yon  hare 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  decrees  of  God :  "  Secret  thif^ 
they  belong  unto  the  Lord ;  but  things  revealed  to  us,  and  to 
our  children."  Now,  it  is  among  things  revealed,  that  ye 
lliould  believe  in  Go-.i's  Anointed,  "  This  is  the  work  of  God, 
that  ye  believe  in  him  whom  God  has  fc:u  j"  and  that  moment 
you  believe  with  the  heart,  thou  mayft  read  thy  name  in  tte 
Lamb's  book  of  life ;  and  never  can  or  fhall  any  man  find  out 
the  decree  of  God  as  to  himfelf  in  another  way  or  method. 
Oil  then  come  and  clofc  immediately  \i-:th  Gcd's  anointed  Sa- 
viour, and  the  way  of  falv.i:ion  through  him,  whereby  you 
Ihall  at  once  both  give  glory  ro  God  in  the  highcft,  and  fecaic 
your  own  falvation  fc^v  ever.  But  if  you  continue  to  rejcft 
God's  Anointed,  and  :hc  lamp  he  has  ordained  for  him,  yool 
light  Ihall  be  put  out  \:\  cbfcur;:y,  and  you  (hall  lie  down  ill 
cvcrlallir.g  forrcw  with  hypocrites  ar.d  unbelievers.  "  Behold] 
all  ye  th-t  4;:nvili  a  f.rc,  that  ccmpaG  yourfirlvcs  about  widi 
f'^ariis ;  walk  in  the  ligh:  o:  your  Mre,  zrA  in  the  fparks  tlm 
ye  h.:ve  klr.dieJ..  This  lr.r.Il  ye  have  of  mine  hand,  ye  fhaDKi 
down  in  furrow,"  If.  !.  ulc. 

j;^:.^  V,  Wh.-.t  ai^T-ce  co  you  g:vc  u?,  in  cri'tr  to  our  righ 
kr.pp^vcrr.enc  cf  the  jcofpe'-'nr/.p  us  to  v.:n  a  f:;ving  inte 
ft;;  ct  God's  Anoinud  :     Uuio*  this  I  infwcr  in  thefe  parti 

I  :,  r?  r:u:h  in  v:ew:r;  yourf;  ;y:*3  in  the  li-ht  of  the  hoi 
3.W  t:f  G.\U  which  rc.-jirts  no  InV  th,;n  an  sbfoluie  and  fit 
]<U  perrec^ion  in  every  pmh  and  woman  fining  of  Ada« 
in  oivier  t.>  r.x  a  title  to  life  ar.vl  c!or\-,  and  which  dooms  ever 
;!-.i  d:i\ruc:icn  frc::i  the  prcfcncc  cf  the  L©ri 

wh 


^2.;  wncre  is  tnat  unit  is  oct'ciience  c\  iiro  wr-i..*! 
quires  ?  Have  you  done  aii  rlv.t  th-:.  L.-.v  rcqv.irc.i  ? 
LGJam's  race  can  ani'wcr  ilvA'.:  iwr, ;  j'or  **  r..l  iuvc 
i  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  GoJ."  And  ihsrcfore, 
rd  demand  follow*; :  What  fatisfaflion  do  you  give 
uftice  ?  To  this  the  finncr,  ignorant  of  the  gofpe!, 
»  anfver,  **  Oh  will  God  be  plcaGed  with  thoufatids 
r  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  will  he  accept 
:-born  for  our  tranfgrelTion,  or  the  fruit  of  our  body 

of  OUT  fouls  ?"  But  will  God  be  pleafed  with  this  ? 
3  more  raiues  all  thefc  large  probers,  than  the  cut- 
:  z  dog's  neck,  or  the  ofleriiig  of  fwincs  blood  upon 
Juch  "  facrifice  and  offering  Idefirc  not,"  fays  God- 
ng  the  finner  cannot  give  a  fatisfa<ilory  anfwer  to 
lions,  feeing  his  nature  is  vitiate  and  corrupted,  every 
F  his  heart  is  evil,  feeing  he  has  broken  the  law,  in 
wriy  and  deed,  times  without  number,  whrit  mull 
this,  according  to  the  tenor  of  law  and  julllce,  biii: 
crord  of  juftice  awake  again fl  the  crimlnali  and  that 
n  in  pieces  before  the  Lord,  like  Agig  ?  Now,  I  fay, 

unto  you  is.  Oh  take  a  fcrious  vi«:u'  of  this  ilitc  of 
tween  God  and  you.  While  you  arc  upon  a  law- 
indignation  and  wrrUh,  tribulation  and  anguilli,  unlo 

of  man  that  doth  evil." 

having  thus  pondered  how  matters  (land  bcr-A'Cf  n 
^ou  in  the  light  of  tlic  law,  I  advife  you  ni.xt  to  tak'j 
►f  the  gofpel,  and  kc  what  relief  is  ^.tovn';- J  i)y  God 
)inted  for  vou  in  this  difmal  ritu^lLon.     .^i  c  it  th^re 
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God  aslioly  and  pure  its  ever  it  wii-.*  .it  us  creation.  Again^- 
when  the  quellion  lo  put,  where  is  that  perfect,  perfonal^  and 
finlefs  obedience  the  y  owe  to  my  holy  law,  which  was  the 
condition  of  life,  accprdiu];  to  the  tenor  of  rity  covenant  1  made 
with  them?  why  the  gv^fpel-lamp  will  let  you  fee  God*8 
Anointed  as  your  Sur.ty,.^nfwering,  \  have  fulfilled  aU  righ- 
teoufnefs  that  the  law  required  in  their  room  ;  1  was  made  fin' 
for  them,  that  they  might  be  made  the  rightcoufnefs  of  God 
in  me;  I  am  the  end  of  ihe  law  ioi  righteoufncfti  unto  every  one 
that  believeth  in  me  ;  1  h.ive  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it 
honourable,  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  by 
iipputation,  in  all  that  come  unto  me  by  faith.  Again,  whea 
the  queftion  is  put;  What  fatibfa£tton  will  the  guilty  finner 
give  unto  my  judice  ?  God's  Anointed  anfwers,  I  was  wound* 
ed  for  their  tranfgreffions,  I  was  bruifed  for  their  iniquities^ 
the  chaftifement  of  their  peace  was  upon  me ;  I  was  madq 
a  curfe  for  them,  the  jull  fuficred  for  the  unjuft,  to  bring 
them  unto  God ;  I  bore  their  fins  in  my  own  body  on  the  tree, 
and  therefore  juftice  cannot  have  recourfe  upon  them*  Thus 
you  fee  how  the  gofpel-lamp  difcovers  a  way  of  relief  for  the 
poor  finner  (landing  condemned  at  the  oar  of  the  holy  law, 
how  this  anfwers  all  thefc  qucflions,  to  which,  all  finite  un- 
derftaudings,  whether  among  men  or  angels,  were  utterly 
unanfwerable. 

Atbly^  Having  thus  viewed  how  things  (land  in  the  light  of 
the  law,  and  in  the  light  of  the  gofpt'i-hmp,  confider  delibe- 
rately where  you  will  take  up  your  Handing  before  God's  tri« 
buna],  and  for  an  awful  eternity  ;  whether  will  you  t  .ke  your 
hazard  to  anfwer  God  to  thefe  queflions  in  your  own  perfon^ 
by  prefenting  to  him  the  works  of  righteoufnefs  that  you  have 
done,  for  the  fatisfa^ion  of  his  juilice  ?  or  will  you  quit  and 
renounce  all  thcfe  as  filthy  rags,  and  betake  yourfelvcs  to 
God's  Anointed,  as  •'  the  Lord  your  righteoufnefs,"  faying, 
*^  In  him  alone  will  I  be  juftified,  and  in  him  will  I  glory  ?  I 
am  fure,  if  you  have  any  uptakiiig  of  God  in  his  infinite  tre? 
mendous  holinefs  and  juftice  ^  any  uptaking  of  the  holinefs, 
equity,  perfedion,  and  extent  of  the  law;  any  uptaking  of  your 
owp  lolt,  wretched,  and  miferable  condition  \  any  value  for 
your  precious  fouls,  that  arc  condemned  already  by  the  law  ; 
any  view  of  God's  Anointed  in  the  liglit  of  the  gofpeUlampy 
you  will  not  be  long  in  determining  the  matter,  what  foun« 
dation  you  will  venture  upon.  Oh,  will  the  foul  fay,  with 
Paul,  *^  Yea,  doubtlefs,  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  knowledge  of  Chrill  Jefus  my  Lord*,  for  whom 
1  am  ready  to  fufFer  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  tliam 
but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chrid,  and  be  found  in  him,  not 
2  having 
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hiring  mine  own  righteoufncfs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
which  is  throu;];h  the  faith  of  Chriil,  the  rightcoufnefs  which  \i 
of  God  by  faith."  This  is  jud  the  language  of  faith  fubmit- 
ting  unto  the  righteoufnefsof  God's  anointed  Saviour  and  Sure- 
ty. The  foul  jud  finks  itfelf,  and  all  its  own  works  andrigh- 
teoufnefs,  into  nothing,  and  dates  itfclf  before  God  in  Chrid, 
and  fays,  '*  Behold,  O  God,  my  (liield,  and  look  upon  the  face 
of  thine  Anointed,"  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  9.  It  is  in  this  way  that  the 
foul  clofes  with  Chrid,  and  is  intcrcded  favingly  in  him  ;  and  it 
is  in  this  way  that  the  infinite  power  of  God  is  exerted  and  put 
forth,  when  he  fulfils  the  work  of  faith  with  power. 

^thly^  In  regard  the  gofpel-lamp  dxfcovcrs  Chrid  not  only 
asan  atoning  Pried,  but  alfo  as  a  teaching  Prophet,  and  a  ruling 
and  a  governing  King,  therefore  at  the  fame  time  that  we  fub- 
mit  unto  his  righteoufnefs  for  judification,  we  mud  take  care  to 
fubmit  to  the  whole  will  of  God  revealed  by  him,  fetting  to  the 
feal  to  all  the  prorAifes  of  God,  as  yea,  and  amen  in  him,  yea  to 
the  whole  of  trie  gofpel  revelation;  fubmitting  alfo  at  the  fame 
Kme  to  the  Lw  as  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator,  and  faying,  <<  The 
Uv  is  holy,  and  the  commandment  holy,  and  jult,  and  good  ;" 
thou  had  delivered  me  out  of  the  hand  of  mine  enemies,  there- 
fore rule  thou  over  me.  Thus  the  man  gets  the  law  writt-iin 
in  his  heart,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  fet  up  within  him,  and 
every  thought  brought  into  captivity  unto  the  obedience  of 
Chrid,  God's  Anointed.  So  much  for  advice  how  to  improve 
the  gofpel-lamp,  in  order  to  your  fharing  falvation  by  God's 
Anointed. 

I  conclude  with  a  word  of  advice  to  believers,  who 
through  the  Hght  of  the  gofpel-lamp,  and  the  power  of 
God  accompanying  it,  havi  bctn  determined  to  come  by  a 
true  faith  unco  God's  Anointed,  for  all  the  ends  of  his  media- 
tion. 

I.  O  blcfs  God  for  his  Anointed,  and  for  the  lamp  he  has 
ordained  for  his  Anointed ;  and  that  he  ever  made  the  lamp 
difcover  LIj  glory  to  your  fouls,  and  to  drop  doWn  the  oil  of 
his  Spirit  upon  you.  All  is  of  grace :  **  iiy  grace  are  ye 
fjvcd,  through  faith  •,  and  that  not  of  yourfclves  :  it  is  the  gift 
of  God  :  not  of  works,  led  any  man  ftiould  boad."  And  there- 
fore, O  celebrate  the  praifes  of  that  God,  whofe  name  is^r^« 
ctoujj  faying,  *^Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  bat  unto  thy  name 
be  the  glory." 

a.  Has  tb-  gofpel-lamp  led  you  unto  God's  Anointed  i 
Then  abide  in  him,  and  with  him ;  fays  Chriit  to  his  difciples, 
!*  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you,"  John  xv.  4.  At)idein  him  by  a 
life  of  fairli,  and  let  his  Spirit  abide  in  you,  without  grieving 
his  Spirit,  or  auenching  his  operations  and  motions.     It  is  noc 

VqL.  III.  F  enough. 
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enough,  that  yc  have  once  believed,  but  you  mud  live  in  himf 
and  upon  him,  bv  faith*  *'  The  life,  I  live  (fays  holy  Paul)» 
is  by  iaith  upon  tne  Son  of  Cod,  who  loved  me,  and  gave 
himftlf  for  me,"  Gal.  ii.  20.  It  is  in  this  way  of  a  continual: 
coming  unto  Chrlft,  that  we  are  *'  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe^ 
an  holy  prieflhood,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices  unto  God» 
acceptable  through  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is  in  this  way  that  the  life 
of  grace  is  maintained,  until  it  iifue  in  a  life  of  glory.  Faith- 
is  always  receiving  out  of  his  fulnefs,  gracefor  grace ;  and  thus 
we  are  anointed  as  with  freih  oil^  and  wax  flronger  and  (Irong* 
er,  till  we  come  to  appear  bcft'TC  God  in  the  heavenlj  Zion, 
where  we  Ihall  receive  the  end  of  our  faitK  and  hope,  the 
falvation  of  our  fouls. 

3.  Put  honour  on  God*s  Anointed,  for  this  is  the  will  of  him 
that  fent  him,  **  that  all  men  (liould  honour  the  Son,  as  they 
honour  the  Father."  We  are  commanded  to  honour  our 
earthly  parents,  bccauftr  they  are  the  inftruments  of  our  na- 
tural beine  in  this  world ;  but  how  much  more  (hould  the 
feed  of  Chriil  put  honour  on  him  as  their  everlafting  Father^ 
who  is  the  author  of  their  fpiritual  being  in  the  world  of  grace 
iiere,  and  tht  world  of  glory  hereafter  ?  "  For  we  are  hi& 
workiiianfliip,  created  in  Chriil  Jcfus  unto  good  works." 

^lery^  How  ihall  we  put  honour  on  God*s  Anointed  ^ 

Anfiu.  in  thcle  few  paiti:ulars. 

J/?,  By  employing  and  trulling  him  in  all  his  faring  offices 
to  which  lie  is  anointed,  and  calling  all  our  cares  upon  him* 
God  the  Father,  who  anointed  him,  Ifts  made  him  both  his 
own  and  our  great  Truilee.  He  has  cntrufted  him  with  all 
the  concerns  of  his  glory,  and  he  requires  us  to  truft  him  with 
all  the  concerns  of  our  falvation  ;  and  therefore  "  truft  in 
him  as  the  Lord  Jehovah,  for  with  him  is  everlafting. 
llrenglh." 

2i//y,  Put  honour  upon  him  by  putting  away  all  his  rivals» 
t  very  thing  that  would  ufurp  his  room.  There  are  many  falfc 
Chrifts  in  the  heart  of  man.  iSometimes  the  law  as  a  cove- 
nant ufurps  his  room,  by  f<:ifrij:hteoufncf?.  Sometimes  car- 
nal rtafon  ufarps  his  room,  by  bringiiig  ths  myfteries  of  the 
j^ofpel,  rtveah.d  by  him,  unto  its  bar.  Sometimes  the  world 
nfurps  his  room,  by  Healing  away  the  heart  from  him.  Some- 
liniwS  tlie  vik  iilol  of  fclf  ufurps  his  room,  by  preferring  our 
own  cnris  unto  his  glory.  Sometimes  we  are  ready  to  put 
cre*ited  grace  in  his  room,  by  living  more  tipon  created  grace, 
than  the  grace  that  is  in  Jefus  Chriit,  and  are  not  content  with 
a  life  hid  with  Chriit  in  God,  unlefs  we  hnd  our  life  in  our 
hand.  Thefc,  and  many  other  falfe  Chrifts,  ufurp  the  room  of 
the  Chrift  of  God.    Now,  I  fay,  if  we  would  honour  God's 

Anointed, 
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Anototedy  let  him  have  the  principal  room  in  our  hearts,  and  . 
hy  all  thefe  under  his  feet,  that  he  may  tread  them  down,  and 
be  alone  be  exalted. 

^dfyy  Put  honour  upon  him,  by  imitating  him  both  as  to  the 
temper  of  his  mind,  and  tenor  of  his  walk.  ''Let  the  fame 
iaind  be  in  you,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Be  ye  holy 
as  he  who  hath  called  jou  is  holy.**  He  hath  left  us  an  ex- 
ample, that  we  (hould  follow  his  (leps  ;  and  therefore  <<  let  us 
ran  our  race,  looking  unto  Jefus,"  &c. 

^bly^  Be  frequently  crying  for  new  drops  of  the  oil  of 
the  Spirit  from  God's  Anointed  ;  for  the  fevcn  Spirits  which 
ate  fent  onto  all  the  faints  on  earth,  flow  from  the  Lamb,  as 
it  were  flain,  in  the  muift  of  the  throne.  It  is  his  promife, 
"  If  I  go  away,  I  will  fend  him."  O  cry  that  he  mny  come 
like  the  ruChing  of  a  mighty  wind  upon  your  own  fouls,  and 
upon  the  dry  bones  in  our  valley  of  vifion,  and  upon  all  the 
churches. 

SMy%  When  you  get  any  drops  of  the  oil  from  God's  A- 
nointed,  fludy  to  be  dropping  of  your  oil  into  the  cn^pty  vef- 
fcls  that  you  will  find  every  where  round  about  you.  And  this 
you  arc  to  do,  by  fpreading  the  light  of  the  gofpcl-bmp  as  far 
as  you  can,  and  by  fpeaking  to  the  praifesof  God^s  Anointed. 
When  the  heart  endites  a  good  matter  concerning  God's  A- 
nolnted,  your  tongue  will  be  like  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  to 
proclaim  bis  praifes.  The  woman  of  Samaria,  whenever  fhc 
came  to  know  God's  Anointed,  and  to  get  the  oil  of  his  Spirit, 
(he  runs  to  her  neighbours,  faying,  "  Come,  fee  a  man  that  has 
told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did  ;  is  not  this  the  Chriil  f " 
John  iv.  29.  I.  e,  the  anointed  One  of  God.  And  thus  others 
arc  dr.iwn  to  Chrift,  throu-^h  the  fmeli  of  Chriil's  ointment 
upon  her. 

6//V;f,  Study  by  ail  means  to  preferve  the  lamp  of  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel  in  fafcty  and  purity  among  us,  againft  all  that 
are  attcir.pting  to  rob  <ind  fjioil  us  of  fuch  an  unfpeakablc 
jTicrcy ;  for  if  tJie  lamp  of  the  gofpel  go,  God's  Anointed  will 
go  with  it ;  he  will  not  maniftft  hirr,f-lf  by  any  lamp  of  mnn'; 
deviling  or  forming,  but  only^byjthe  light  of  the  l.trnp  tliat  God 
Lis  ordained  for  him,  vi/.  the  gofpel  in  ihc  purity  and  iip.ipli- 
city  of  it.  And  therefore  be  aware  of  tell  )w;ijg  any  pretended 
Urnp-bearers,  who  prei.ch  anotiier  gct;:?.l,  and  bring  out  a 
('range  light,  not  lighted  at  the  Sun  of  Riglitcoufnefs,  but  by 
fjrr.c  wild-fire  of  man's  imagination.  "  Try  the  fpirits  whe- 
ther they  be  of  God."  Try  them  by  "  the  law  and  tcdimony  ; 
for  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  thefe  things,  ic  is  becaufc 
there  is  no  light  in  them.'' 

']thly^  If  you  would  preferve  tlic  gofpcl-lamn,  and  put  ho- 
nour 


44  ^  Lamp  ordained  for  GoJPs  Aminted* 

nour  upon  God's  Anointed,  (ludy  to  be  hift  witnefles,  and  U 
bear  teftimony  for  hun,  and  for  his  coTcnanted  doArinCy  wor 
ihip,  and  jrovcrnmcnt  in  the  land,  as  founded  upon  the  rere 
lotion  of  the  vord.  Many  injuries  are  done  to  God's  Anoint 
cd,  both  by  church  and  ftate  in  our  day.  Oh  take  up  hi 
caufe  and  quarrel,  and  confefs  him  before  men,  as  ever  yoi 
exped  that  he  (hould  confefs  you  before  his  Father^  and  tfa 
holy  angels,  at  the  day  of  his  appearing. 

Laftly^  If  trouble  and  perfecution  come  on  the  land  fb 
Chriil's  fike,  and  for  the  gofpel,  be  ready  to  feal  your  tefti 
mony  for  him  with  your  blood,  like  thofe  who  "  loved  nc 
their  lites  unto  the  death,  and  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  thei 
goods**  for  his  fake.  Study  to  fay  wii^i'Paul,  "  I  am  read 
not  to  be  bound  only,  but  to  die  (or  the  name,  truth,  and  teft 
n:.ony  of  the  Lord  Jefus." 


THE  ANGEL'S  SEAU  SET  UPON  GOD'S  FAITHFUL 

SERVANTS,  WHEN  Hi:?lTFUL  WINDS  ARE 

BLOWING  IN  THE  CHURCH  MILITANT. 

BEING  THE  SUBSFANCE  OF  THREE  SERMONS, 

mSaCHCP  IN  THE  Ktvr  Cili-RCH  C?  BRl$TO,  AT  Er:ST»VRr. 
AT.  AVr»  AFTER  THE  CFLFBR*T10S  OF  THE  SACRHMENTJ 
THB  LORIES  SITFER  THCsyF,  OCTOBER  IC.  Il.ir.d  I  7.  ly^ 
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Lnd  take»  of  Us  own  ftithfiil  icnuittit^  by  feparatiog 
im  odiOTBv  chat  tbey  ipight  tin/t  be  hurt  tbertbf  • 
.'fpintttal  phgoes  are  ezpreflcd  under  thenpdonoE 
Jtiytx*  u  which  drite  away  unftaUe  pro^fibrt^  who 
lootsd  by  £uth  in  Chrifty  jnft  aa  the  wmd  dnrea  loofe 
%  thtpgi  before  it.  Thoie  nmnds  are  bid  fo  bejiiwv 
ififDD  io  the  four  quartera  of  heaTeo,  eaft,  wcft»  north, 
ih4  unpl]^ng|.  that  the  devil  feta  npon  the  chnxdh  of 
KMn  all  aurtha  at  once,  fo  that  flie  ia  like  a  city  beCeged 
da  from  all  quartera.  The  inftrupienta  in  the  band 
for  plaguing  the  tifible  chuich.  with  thofe  fpirito^l 
ata»  are^iiir.  Some  fay  th^'  wire  four  evil  angehf 
[e  l^at  were  fient  to  be  >  1  jnig  fpirit  in  the  mouth  of* 
prophets,  taperfoade  him  to  go  qp  to  Ramofh-Gileadf 
eftru&ion.  Others  think  that  they  were  good  angels, 
they  ftftrained  the  winds  until  the  faints  were  iealed. 
need  npt  inCft  to  determine  this  difference,  feeing  we 
id,  the  great  Lord  and.SoTereign,  fometimea  making 
;ood,  and  fometimes  of  bad  angels,  as  the  executioners 
nrath* 

now  in  the  2d  and  3d  verfes  follows  the  confolatlon  of 
tts  of  God,  his  little  remnant,  who  are  keeping  their 
ts  ckan,  and  keeping  the  word  of  his  pati;snce.  The 
the  Lord  are  rutining  to  and  fro  through  the  whole 

0  ihew  himfelf  flrong  in  their  behalf,  and  his  care 
bcm  is  thus  exprefTed.  And  I  faw  another  Angel  afcendlng 
e  eafty  having  thefial  of  the  living  God :  and  he  cried  with 
joice  to  the  four  Angels  to  whom  it  was  given  to  hurt  the 
*id  the  Jfeay  fayingy  Hurt  not* the  earthy  neither  thefra^  nor 
J,  /;//  we  havefealed  the  fervants  of  our  God  in  their  fore^ 

Where,  for  explication,  we  may  notice  thefe  follow* 
ticulars. 

he  great  agent  that  intcrpofes  for  the  fafety  of  the 
wKen  the  four  noxious  winds  are  blowing  away  the 
lliy  of  proltflbrs  ;  and  that  is  another  Angel :  not  any 

1  angei,  like  the  four  mentioned  in  the  Ut  vcrfcr,  but 
rious  Angel  of  the  covenant,  Jefus  Chrid)  who  was  fent 
Ifrael  to  opi  n  the  way  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  con- 
T  whom  God  fays  to  Ifrael,  £xod.  xxiii.  21.  "  Beware 
,  and  obey  his  voice  :  for  my  name  is  in  him."  This  I 
:ht  Angel  hrre  fpoken  of,  for  he  is  the  head  that  looks 
welfare  of  his  members,  "  And  he  is  given  to  be  head 
il  tliinjjs  unto  the  church,  which  is  his  body  j"  and  all 
lus  are  in  his  hand,  and  none  ftiall  pluck  them  out  of  his 
raihci*^  hand. 

Vc  n.ay  notice  from  wjiat  airth  this  Angel  doth  arife  and 

appear ; 
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appf  ar;  he  afands  from  the  eaft^  with  alluGon  to  the  natural  fun 
in  the  firmament,  who  arifcs  from  that  airth,  and  fpreads  hia 
Jight  and  influences  toward  the  wed.  The  cominf;  of  Chrift 
is  compared  to  lightning  coming  from  the  tad.  He  is  '*  the 
light  of  the  world';  the  true  light,  which  lighteth  eyery  man 
that  Cometh  into  the  world."  Some  obferve  that  the  entry  of 
the  temple,  by  which  the  prince  w.ii  to  afcend,  ^as  upon  the 
cad  ;  and  fo  it  mny  Hgnity,  that  when  Chrid  comes,  for  the 
hrlp  ;«gd  relief  of  hiji  church,  he  appears  in  a  princely  and  fo- 
veretgn  way  \  and  whtn  lie  doth  lo  he  a£ts  like  h:mfelf|  *'  the 
Princr  of  the  kings  of  the  earth." 

3.  rhis  .Xngel  is  the  L.^rJ-keeper  of  the  priry  feal  of  hea- 
ven»  for  be h.hi  the .l.:/  r;"/.^  living  Gcd.  This  (hews  that  he  is 
his  K,.thcr*s  c'^-^^  truftee,  Mho  h-s  all  power  in  hearen  and  in 
carih  commlrrrd  unto  him.  On  the  fame  iccount  rhekeys  of 
the  hoi:fe  of  HaviJ,  «"vr  the  govern n-.rnt  is  laid  upon  his  fiioul* 
i.?crs  :  If.  x\i:.  24.  "  he  i\\,\\\  hji-.c  Lpcn  him  all  the  glory  of 
his  FitSfT*5  houtV,  the  offVpri:*;:  zt.1  the  iiFae,  all  veflcls  of 
f.r  \\\  t^ajptitv  :  from  the  veilVI^  0:  cjps  even  to  all  the  Ycflels 
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vlGoD  be  made  for  the  fafety  of  God's  peculiar  people.  Ob- 
f«Tc,  that  any  favour  (hewed  unto  the  wicked>  or  any  fuf- 
penfion  of  dlTine  vengeance  with  refpedl  unto  them,  is  owing 
onto  the  truly  godly  that  live  among- them  ;  if  it  were  not 
for  the  elcA's  fake,  God  would  make  (hort  work  with  the  reft 
of  mankind :  '^  Except  the  Lord  of  hods  had  left  unto  us  a  vtry 
fmall  remnant,  we  (hou)d  have  been  as  Sodom,  and  we  (hould 
have  been  like  unto  Gomorrah." 

2dljy  We  have  the  p^rty  immediately  concerned  in  the  pro- 
hibition ;  tbi  earthy  thefea^  and  the  trees.  By  whom  in  general 
we  are  to  underftand  profeflbrs  of  diflcrent  kinds,  againft  whom 
the  benfil  of  thofe  hurtful  winds  was  levelled,  and  'who  were 
to  fufUin  great  hurt  and  injury  thereby  to  their  fouls,  when 
God's  time  of  loofing  them  (hould  come.  What  fort  of  pro- 
feflfoTs  of  religion  are  particularly  pointed  at  by  the  earthy  the 
/tf,  andtrets^  (hall  be  declared  afterwards. 

3^,  We  have  the  reafon  of  the  reftraint  that  is  laid  upon 
the  hurtful  winds,  that  they  are  not  fuffered  to  blow  for  a 
while,  viz.  Until  W£  bawfealed  theftrvanti  of  our  God  in  their 
firebeadf.     Where  we  have, 

(i.)  The  objefts  of  the  divine  care,  ike  fervants  of  our  God, 
It  is  Chriit  that  is  fpeaking,  and  he  fpeaks  in  thu  c^ipacity  of 
a  public  head,  in  his  own  name,  and  in  the  niinic  of  ail  his 
faithful  friends  and  followers,  faying,  Our  Cod^  becaufe  he  is 
the  head  of  the  whole  myftical  body,  and  ilandS  in  a  joint  re- 
lation to  God  with  his  members  and  people,  according  to 
John  XX.  17.  **  I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  znd 
to  my  God  and  your  God."  The  charadlrr  that  he  gives, 
tlicm  is,  that  they  are  the  fervants  of  God  \  and  the  rea^ 
fon  of  this  defignaiion  is,  bccaule  they  were  fuch  as  feared 
his  name^  Neh.  i.  11.  and  becaufe  they  •*  kept  the  command, 
wtnts  of  God,  and  the  tclUmony  of  Jefus,"  wlien  the  flood 
call  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  oM  fcrptnt  was  fwccping  away 
the  bulk  of  vifible  profeflors  unco  j  courfc  of  apoitacy. 

(2.)  We  may  notice  what  was  to  be  done  to  or  for  the 
(cTvants  of  God  ;  why,  they  arc  to  be  faledy  ;.  /.  they  are  tf/ 
be  feparate  or  di(linguin)cd  from  others  chat  were  to  be  citjom- 
cd  to  deftru£tion  ;  much  like  that,  Eztk.  ix.  4.  6.  tJnys  ilic 
Lord  to  the  man  who  had  the  writer's  iiildiurn  by  l:.s  iuie, 
"  Go  through  the  n;idft  of  the  city,  through  tlie  niidil  oi  Je- 
TuUem,  and  fet  a  mark  upon  the  foreheads  of  the  nu-n  ih.it 
figh,  and  that  cry  for  all  the  abominations  that  be  done  in  the 
rradil  thereof^  and  then,  it  is  added,  "  Come  not  near  ^ny  \v.m\ 
ttpon  whcm  is  the  ma:k."  In  fliort,  thif*  difcoviTs  th:  p  irticii- 
^r  caic  that  Gi?d  h?.$  of  his  ov/n  remnant,  and  the  Ipcr^:!..!  pr-- 

viJi*:-.'' _' 
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vidcnce  that  God  c::ercifes  about  them,  when  his  judgement: 
arc  in  the  earth. 

(3.)  Notice  the  viGbllity  of  this  fcal ;  they  arc  fcaled  on  their 
forehtads.  1  hus,  Rev.  xiv.  i.  the  hundred  forty  and  four  thou- 
uud  who  fiand  with  the  Lamb  on  mount  Sion,  they  arc  faid 
to  '•  have  his  Father's  name  written  in  their  foreheads ;"  ».  /. 
they  had  a  vifible  profeffion  of  the  name  of  God  in  the  world, 
and  were  not  a(li.\mcd  to  confefs  him  before  men.  So  here 
this  fcal  is  fet  on  the  foreheads  of  the  fervants  of  God  ;  u  e. 
as  they  h.;d  been  faithful  to  his  caufe  and  intercft,  when 
others  had  defcrted  him  and  his  truth;  fo  he  would  vilibly  own 
them  as  his  before  the  world,  and  would  not  be  aihamed  of 
them,  and  would  make  his  regard  for  them  evident  to  all  men, 
by  the  lingular  care  he  took  of  them,  when  his  deftroying 
judgements  were  in  the  earth. 

(4.)  The  rcafon  of  their  bring  thus  fealed  is  here  implied, 
viz.  that  they  might  net  he  kurt^  i.  e,  that  they  might  be 
prtferved  from  the  danger  and  hazard  of  thefe  peftilential 
winds  that  were  to  blow  in  a  little  upon  the  vifible  church. 
Tims  i  have  endeavoured  to  open  the  text  and  context  a 
little. 

From  the  2J  and  3d  rerfes  we  may  obferve  thefe  few 
things. 

Oh/crv  I.  That  Chriil,  the  glorious  uncreated  Angel  of  the 
covenant}  is  the  proc<rclor  and  guardian  of  his  church  and 
people.  He  is  chat  o;hc:r  Angel,  who  has  a  watchful  eye  upon 
his  remnant,  that  they  may  not  fulFer  hurt  by  ihc  winds  that 
were  to  blow,  Pfal.  xci.  *'  Fhe  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth 
round  about  them  that  fear  him,  and  dclivercth  them,"  Pfal. 
xxxiv.  7.  "  The  angel  of  his  prefence  fived  them  :  in  his  love 
and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed  them,  and  he  bare  them,  and  car- 
ried them  all  the  days  of  oL',"  If.  Ixiii.  9.  In  which  the  pro- 
phet refers  to  Exod.  xxiii.  20.  21.  where  God  fays  to  Mofes, 
•*15cho'.:!,  I  f:nd  mine  Angei  before  thee  to  keep  thee  in  the 
way,  ?.:ivi  to  bring  thee  into  the  pi  .ce  M-hich  1  have  prepared, 
liewjre  of  l.im,  and  cbcy  his  voice: — for  myi^amc  i»  iii  him.'* 
This  is  he  th^t  was  with  the  church  in  the  wiUk-rncfs,  and  this 
Is  hv:  ilir.t  is  V,  ith  il»e  New  Tellamcnt  church,  even  he  who 
"  rla^:h  upon  tliC  h  .iVtnsby  hi^  ^reat  name  J.\ii,  for  the  help  of 
liii  p^'oplc,  a.1.1  in  h:s  excellency  en  tl-.c  Ikies  •,"  and  thcreu)re 
will  make  all  thing^;,even  the  moll  cloudy  ditp^nf.i:;ons,  ••  work 
lOjietiier  ibr  good  10  t:  cm  that  love  CoJ,  .»nd  who  are  the  call- 
ed according  ;o  his  pai.ofc.** 

0:irz\  z.  1  h.it  Cr.ri'fb appearances  for  hi<  chvrch  makes  day  * 
rv>  oiL-A  iro.:ii  under  the  d.irkttl  niglit.     H-jnce   lierc  likened 
sr:a:l:e  ivn  ...:v::a;—  fi  v^^  i!;^  ca::.  .i;ip.::;:ic  :!-  darknefs 
'  '  cf 


'  «f  die  n^^  Lake  i^  78.  "  Throogk  die  tender  mercies  of 
ow  God,  die  day-fjprin^  fnrni  on  high  hadi  Tifited  uL^  He 
hringft  beaEagin  his  wings. 

Oyrp*  3.  That  howerer  the  clorjr  of  Chrift  may  be  cloud* 
ed  1^  obfcnred  hy  the  errors  of  inaot  and  the  mifts  of  hellf 
ye^  ^ke  the  fan  im  the  firmament,  be  ia  always  ia  the  afcen- 
dadt.  Tfaia  prophecy  here  is  thought  to  have  a  particular 
icrpeA  mMD  diat  period  of  the  church,  when,  after  the  ten 
Minifli  Heathen*  periectttions,  m  fwarm  of  herefiss  brake  out 
in  the  chnvA^  caknlate  for  obfcuring  the  glory  of  his  perfon 
nod  nghteoafncfi }  aod  jet  at  the  fame  time  he  is  a(ccnding, 
and,  in  the  ifiiie^  aQ  theie  mifts  fcrre  ohIt  as  a  foil  to  fet  forth 
his  glory  with  the  greater  luftrc.  Thus  toe  wrath  of  men  land 
dcnii^^nnd  all  their  errors  and  delufions,  fluft  praiCe  him »  and 
whotiriU  not  anfwcr  this  end  he  will  reftrain.  And  therefor^ 
'^  b  tbe  children  of  2Uon  be  always  joyful  in  their  King,'' he 
«iU«pieYaiL 

.  0yni»>4i  That  out  glorious  Redeemer  is  a  peribn  of  the 
Ugheft  inteieft,  credit,  and  authority,  in  hearen ;  for  here  wc 
ore  told,  that  be  ItatS  the  fial  0/  tit  Hving  Ged.  God  has 
'*  hung  upon  him  all  the  glory  of  his  houfe  r  he  hath  **  high- 
ly exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  abore  every 
name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  (hould  bow." 
Oh  what  unfpeakable  confolation  is  here,  efpecially  confidering 
that  he  got  this  authority!  and  executes  it,  for  the  good  of  his 
charch! 

Ohferv.  5.  That  fuch  is  the  power  and  authority  of  our  Re- 
deemer, that  all  the  executioners  of  the  divine  anger  againft 
the  children  of  men,  or  the  rotten  profeilbrs  of  the  vifible 
churchy  are  under  his  empire  and  command ;  for  here  we  fee 
he  reftrains  the  four  angels,  to  whom  it  was  given  to  hurt  the 
earthy  and  the  fea,  and  the  trees.  Angels  and  principalities 
and  powers  in  heavenly  places  do  obeilance  unto  him,  and  are 
his  winged  mciTen^ers,  and  as  a  flame  of  fire  to  obey  him  :  and 
as  for  wicked  men  and  devils,  they  are  under  the  chains  of  his 
power  aod  providence  ;  he  lules  in  the  raging  of  the  fea,  and 
when  the  waves  thereof  roar,  he  ililleth  them,  and  fays,  <<  Hi- 
therto ihalt  thou  come,  but  no  farther." 

Okferv^  6.  That  when  the  danger  is  great  and  mo.1  imminent 
toward  his  church  and  people,  that  is  the  fcaioii  wherein  he 
moft  readily  interpofes  for  help  and  deliverance.  Whenihe  four 
angels  were  juil  ready  to  let  loofe  the  four  hurtful  winds, 
whereby  good  and  bad,  chaff  and  corn,  might  have  been  fwcpt 
away  together,  then  he  gives  the  cry  to  Hop  until  the  fervants 
of  God  were  fealcd,  and  provifion -made  for  their  lafcty. 
Vol.  liL  G  "Now 
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**  Now  win  I  arife»  faith  the  Lord/'  viz*  *^  when  their  ftrength 
is  gonci  and  none  (hut  up,  or  left." 

Obferv.  7.  That  in  the  times  of  the  greateft  defe£tion  and 
apoftafy  in  the  Tifible  churchi  God  has  dill  a  remnant  that 
are  cleaving  to  -hini  and  his  way  and  caufe.  This  is  clearly 
implied  here ;  he  has  fervants  that  muft  be  fealed,  when  the 
winds  of  error  and  corruption  are  hurling  ^way  the  reft  of  vi- 
fible  profeffors :  R.ev.  iii.  4.  **  Thou  haft  a  few  names  even  in 
Sardisy  which  have  not  defiled  their  garmentSi"  &c.  When 
all  Ifrael  was  carried  away  with  a  flood  of  idolatry ,  God  had 
his  feven  thoufand  in  Ifrael  that  had  not  bowed  the*  knee  unto 
ISaaL  God  will  keep  his  hand  about  thefci  coipe  of  the  rcfli 
of  the  world  what  will. 

Obferv.  8.  God's  remnant  in  this  world,  they  are  mingled 
with  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  they  live  promifcuoufly  together  iii 
the  fame  land,  in  the  fame  parifti)  and  in  the  fame  families. 
So  much  is  imported  in  the  ftaying  of  the  winds  until  the  fer^ 
▼ants  of  God  were  fealed.  They  are  juft  like  the  wheat  and 
cliaflF  lyiTig  in  the  fame  barn  floor ;  or  like  the  tares  and  corn 
which  grow  in  the  fame  firld,  and  yet  are  of  a  quite  different 
nature,  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  a  great  grievance  to  one 
another;  the  godly  are  a  burden  to  the  wicked,  and  the  wicked 
are  a  burden  to  the  godly.  -Hence  is  that  melancholy  fonnet 
of  David's, ''  Wo  is  roe,  that  I  fojourn  m  Mefech|  that  I  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  Kedar." 

Obferv,  9.  That  although  godly  and  wicked  be  as  it  were 
jumbled  together,  yet  the  Lord  knoWeth  them  that  are  hisj  and 
his  eyes  are  running  to  and  fro,  to  fhew  himfelf  ftrong  on  their 
behalf.  Hence  you  fee  here  the  Angel  who  is  their  guardian, 
Jefus  Chrift,  he  cries  to  flop  the  winds  till  they  be  fealed; 
which  implies,  that  he  knows  them  that  were  to  be  fealed,  and 
was  exercifing  a  particular  providence  about  them.  He  that 
calls  forth  the  ftars  by  name,  he  knows  all  his  jewels  by  name 
and  firname ;  and  no  wonder,  for  he  bears  their  name  on  his 
breaft,  their  names  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book,  that  none 
of  them  be  loft. 

Obferv,  lo.  That  when  once  provifion  is  made  for  the  fafe- 
ty  and  welfare  of  God's  faithful  fervants  and  people,  he  then 
gives  a  loofe  unto  his  awful  and  terrible  judgements  againft 
a  wicked  world,  the  generation  of  his  wrath.  You  fee  here 
that  the  reftraint  is  only  until  the  fervants  of  God  be  fealed  y 
which  implies,  that  whenever  they  were  fealed,  the  reftraint  was 
taken  oflT,  and  the  angels  loofed  the  four  hurtful  winds  againft 
the  reft  of  mankind.  80  foon  as  Noah  and  his  family  were 
(but  up  in  the  ark,  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep,  and  the 
windows  of  heaven,  opened^  a  loofe  is^given  unto  the  waters 

of 


of  the  deluge  upon-tlie  eld  world.  So  foon  at  Lot  is  gone  oat  of 
Sodont  fiuitts  fire,  and  briaiftane»^  are  rained  down  from 
heaven  upon  die  reft  of  the  wicked  inhabitants.  Whence  we 
fipT,  that  the  tmlf  godlf,  though  they  be  the  ^cBt^  of  the 
voffU'a  Jbatredt  yet  diey  are  Ae  pillars  of  the  land  where  they 
Gfeito  keep  off  the  jodgementsof  God  from  them :  lL.i.  9. 
^Eaaeepttne  Lord  of  mfts  had  left  unto  osa  reryfisiall  rem* 
tamtf  we  fliovld  have  been  as  Sodom»  and  we  flunlid  have  been 
Kfce  onto  Gomorrah." 

fHfirv.  II.  That  God^s  particular  intereft  in  his  tkopk  is 
dietr  fafety  and  fecoricy  in  an  evil  day.  They  are  i£eji^nti 
fmr  GW,  and  therefore  they  muft  ht  fiaki. 

Olfirm.  ca.  That  C3irift  and  believers  they  have  one  commoh 
Cod  and  Father;  and  therefore  here  he  takes  them  in  with 
kiadidf  when  he  fpeaks  of  them,  OurG9d\  hence  is  that  new 
Tct«i|ient  tnme;  **  The  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Cfaift.*  He  anddiey  are  included  in  one  covenant,  wrapt  up 
b  the  fiune  robe.  Bnt,  paffing  %\\  thefe,  the  do£hine  I  intend 
Id  jnfift  upon  is  that  ^hich  follows. 

(^ERV.  '^  That  whatef  er  pernicious  and  hurtful  winds  ihay 
be  allowed  to  blow  in  the  militant  church,  Chrift,  her  glo- 
rious head  and  guardian,  will  take  a  diftinguifhing  care  for 
the  fafety  of  thofe  that  are  found  faithful  to  him  in  an  evil 
day,  that  they  do  not  fuftain  any  real  hurt  thereby." 

The  foundation  of  tKe  do£brine  is  clear  and  obvious  ;  for 
here,  when  the  four  winds  are  juft  ready  to  blow,  Chriit,  the 
great  Angel,  that  has  the  feal  of  the  living  God,  afcends  from 
the  eaft,  arifes  as  it  were  out  of  obfcurity,  and  gives  the  cry, 
£l]ring.  Hurt  not  the  earthy  neither  the  fea^  nor  the  ttees^  till  we 
hwefeated  the  fervants  of  our  God  in  their  foreheads.  See  for 
proof  £zek.  ix.  4.  ''  Gro  through  the  midft  of  the  city,  through 
the  midft  of  Jerufalem,  and  fet  a  mark  upon  the  foreheads  of 
the  men  that  figh,  and  that  cry/'  &c. 

Indifcourfing  this  doArine,  I.  (hall,  through  divine  afiiftancc^ 
endeavour  the  order  and  method  following. 

L  I  ihall  take  notice  of  a  fev^  of  thofe  hurtful  winds  that  are 
fo&ered  to  blow  in  the  church  militant,  and  who  they  are  that 
are  hurt  by  them. 

II.  I  would  inquire  who  are  thofe  fervants  of  God  for  whofc 
fake  the  hurtful  winds  are  reftrained  for  a  time. 

III.  I  would. fpeak  a  little  of  the  feal  that  he  fets  upon  them 
ic(t  their  fecurity  againft  hurtful  winds. 

iv;why 
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that  he  may  fift  you  as  wheat,''  &c.  And  thereforei  you  that 
hare  been  at  a  communion  table^  and  enjoyed  any  thix^  of  the 
Lord|  take  heed  to  yourfeUes,  for  you  ma^  expefl  a  winnowing 
wind  from  Eell  to  blow  ere  it  be  long  :  Oh  look  by  the  eye  of 
faith  to  your  Advocate  with  the  Father,  ^that  he  may  pray  that 
your  faith  fail  not. 

5.  Another  hurtful  wind  is  the  wind  of  profanity  and  open 
ungodlinefs.     Ufually  when  men  efpoufe  errors,  and  lax  tole- 
ration principles,  God  gives  up  with  them,  lays  the  reins  upon 
their  necks,  and  fuffers  them  to  run  into  all  ex(iefs  of  riot,  fay- 
ing, *<  Let  us  eat  aild  drink,  for  to-morrow  wd  (ball  die ;  let  us 
make  the  bed  of  the  world  and  the  pleafurcs  of  it  that  \f  e 
can.    Thus  God  dealt  with  the  very  Heathen,  when  they  did 
not  walk  up  to  the  light  and  law  of  nature,  Rom.  i.  25.  26* 
28.  29.  Now,  if  God  thus  puniflied  the  abufe  of  nature's  lights 
how  much  more  will  he  not  punffh  the  abufe  of  gofpel  lighti  b#    -. 
giving  a  people  unto  all  manner  of  impiety?  which  is  the  cale    ' 
with  multitudes  among  us  at  this  day,  who  are  given  up  to  the    x 
fame  abominations  with  Heathens. 

6.  All  thefe  winds  are  commonly  followed  with  the  winds  i, 
of  fweeping  and  defolating  judgements,  fuch  as  fword,  famine^  \ 
and  peftilence,  whereby  the  wicked  are  turned  off  the  ftagc  of  ;; 
time  into  a  mxferable  eternity.  Many  awful  beacons  of  God'ai  ^^ 
feverity  and  juftice  this  way  are  left  upon  record  to  us  in  the  ^ 
fcriptures  of  truth,  fuch  as  the  old  world,  Sodom  and  Go*  ^ 
morrah,  the  Jewifh  church  and  nation  ;  and  truly  I  am  afraidjf  :.. 

?rea,  I  may  be  pretty  pofitive,  that  God  is  faying  to  us  in  this  ^^ 
and,  upon  the  account  of  perjury,  covenant-breaking,  apo*  ^ 
ftafy,  contempt  of  the  truth,  pcrfccution  and  church  tyrann7|y>. 
profanity,  and  the  like,  "  How  fhall  I  pardon  you  for  thefcf;ij^ 
(hall  I  not  vifit  for  thefe  things  ?  and  (liall  not  my  foul  biV^ 
avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  r"     The  rumour  of  war  is;:^^ 
begun,- but  where  it  (hall  end,  God  knows.     Perhaps  Godirf^ 
faying,  as  in  If.  vi,  when  the  prophet  puts  the  queilion,  When^.: 
oxhowlong^  (hall  thefe  fphitual  judgements  laft  ?  the  Lord  aiK-- 
fwers,  ver.  11.  12.  ••  Until  the  cities  be  wafted  without  in*: 
habitant,  and  the  houfes  without  man,  and  the  land  be  utte^ 
ly  defolate,"  &c.  . 

1  hus  I  have  told  you  of  fome  of  thofe  hurtful  winds  ths^ 
God  lets  blow  in  the  vifible  church.  But  now  you  may  allift 
me.  What  are  we  to  underftand  by  the  earthy  the  fea^  andtt^ 
trees^  that  (hall  be  hurt  by  thtfe  winds,  particularly  the  win^S* 
of  error,  defeftion,  and  delufion,  &c.  ?  I  fliall  juft  give  youtl*^ 
opinion  of  the  judicious  Durham  upon  the  place.  '  ' 

I.  then,  By  the  earthy  we  are  to  underftand  earthly  mind 
profcilbrs,  who  fuppofc  gain  to  be  gcdlincfs.  They  have  fofl 
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STC  in  danger  of  loofing  the  whoU-,  bec.iulV  of  the  necefiary 
connexion  of  truth  in  the  fyftem  of  our  holy  rehgion. 

3.  Another  hurtful  wind  is  the  wind  of  ftrong  delufions 
as  to  ererlafting  foul  concerns ;  and  this  is  confequential  unto 
the  former.  It  is  Tcry  common  and  ordinary,  when  God  has 
given  his  ftatutcs  and  teftimonies  unto  a  people  in  purity,  as 
alight  unto  their  feet, and  a  lamp  unto  their  paths,  and,  inftead 
of  taking  heed  unto  the  fure  word  of  prophecy,  as  unto  a  light 
fhining  in  a  dark  place,  they  embrace,  countenance,  and  patro- 
nize error ;  God,  in  that  cafe,  choofes  their  own  deluGons,  fu& 
fcrs  them  to  feed  upon  afhes,  a  deceived  heart  to  turn  them 
afide  that  they  cannot  deliver  their  foul,  not  fay,  ^'  Is  there 
not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ?^'  If.  xliv.  20.  Thus  he  dealt  with 
Ifrael,  Pfal.  Ixzzi.  ii.  12.  ^<  My  people  would  not  hearken  to 
my  voice :  and  Ifrael  would  none  of  me.  Therefore  I  gave 
them  up  unto  their  own  hearts  lufts :  and  they  walked  in 
their  own  counfels."  Thus  he  dealt  with  the  abettors  and 
fupporters  of  antichriftian  errors,  2  rheff  ii.  11.  12.  they  re- 
ceived not  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it ;  therefore  God  gave  them 
up  unto  ftrong  delufions,  to  believe  lies.  And  this  is  the  very 
afc  with  multitudes  both  of  minifters  and  people  in  our  owa 
day.  They  have  forfaken  the  reformation  do£lrine,  principles, 
and  covenants,  in  many  inftances,  which  are  made  known  to  the 
world  :  they  have  rejeAed  a  teftimony  for  that  glorious  work, 
and  killed  the  witneiTes,  and  caft  them  out ;  for  which  cauCe 
God  is  giving  many  of  them  up  in  this  generation  to  fuch  ilrong 
(iClufion,  as  to  believe  a  lie,  and  to  cry  up  that  for  a  faving 
woik  of  God,  which  looks  like  that  judgement  we  read  of,  If. 
vi.  9 — 12.  "  And  ht  faid,  Go,  and  tell  this  people,  Hear  ye  in- 
deed, but  undtrftand  not ;  and  fee  ye  indeed,  but  perceive  not. 
Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears  heavy, 
and  (hut  their  eyes  :  left  they  fee  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  ears,  and  underiiand  with  their  heart,  and  convert  and  be 
healed,"  &c. 

4.  There  is  the  wind  of  temptation  tint  blows  in  the  vifiblc 
church.  This  was  a  wind  that  blew  hard  on  the  glorious  Head 
and  Captain  of  our  f.il\  ation,  as  you  fet  Matth.  iv.  He  was 
tempted  to  a  dillruft  of  providence,  to  felf-murdcr,  and  to  call 
in  queilion  his  own  fupreme  Deity.  And  therefore,  none  of 
hU  iriends  and  followers  need  be  furprifcd  when  they  meet 
with  the  like  attacks ;  and  never  is  the  enemy  more  ready  to 
ni;ike  an  attack  upon  the  Chrilliaii,  than  when  he  has  been 
admitted  unto  fcllowiliip  with,  and  nearncfs  to,  thr-  J^ord,  as 
you  fee  in  the  c;jfe  of  Peter,  after  he  had  been  at  the  lirlt  fup- 
per  where  Chrxft  himfelf  was  ptrfoiia.ly  prcftnt,  i-uke  xxvu 
31. 32.  "  Simcn,  Simon,  behold  Satun  hath  dulir-jd  rcii.-.ve  you, 

tliac 
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of  God  in  their  h«aTts,  and  therefore  have  a  refpedl  onto  al 

liii  commandments,  Pfal.  cxix.  6.     Although  they  cannot  a 

this  life  attain  to  perfeAion  in  holinefst  yet  it  ia  what  thei 

aim  at ;  and  therefore  forget  things  behind,  and  reach  foitl 

unto  perfeAion ;  like  thefe  that  (hall  attain  unto  the  refomc 

Cton  of  the  juft*     Holincfs  is  the  badge  and  di(lingaifliin| 

motto  of  all  the  true  followers  of  the  Larnb,  therefore  callci 

**  an  holy  nation,  and  the  people  of  his  holincfs.     Holinei 

becomcth  thy  houfe,  O  .God,  for  ever."    Or,  (2.)  as  Durhai 

obferves,  they  "  keep  the  commandments  of  God,"  it  is  to  b 

underftood  of  a  keeping  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  inftitution 

of  Chrift,  in  oppofition  to  a  fet  of  men  in  the  Antichhflia 

church,  who,  through  their  tr.iditions,  were  making  void  tb 

commandments  of  God.    Obferve,  That  ic  is  the  character  c 

Chriil's  faithful  fervants,  whether  miniiters  or  Chriltians,  c 

obfnrve  and  do  all  things  whatever  he  has  commanded  thci 

in  his  word.    It  is  not  what  kings,  parlismenrs,  or  aflembliei 

command,  but  what  God  commands,  is  the  rule  by  which  the 

walk  ;  the  laws  of  man  mull  be  tried  by  the  law  of  Goc 

There  is  a  generation  of  men  in  our  day  called  miniileri 

who,  inllead  of  keeping  the  commandments  of  God,  are  ver 

careful  to  keep  thr  commandments  of  men,  though  even  croi 

to  the  command  of  God  :  if  they  be  commanded  by  men  t 

profane  the  Sabbath,  to  profane  the  pulpit,  and  rainideri 

chara£lcr,  and  to  proiiitute  the  headOiip  of  Chrift,  and  tur 

heralds  to  another  hc'«d  than  Clirill,  they  will  do  it,  and  d< 

fend  the  deed  when  they  have  done.     Such  fervants  of  me 

cannot  be  the  fervants  of  Chrid  Jcfus,  but  they  ferve  the 

own  bellies.     And  yet  fuch  men  at  this  day,  though  we  he: 

nothing  of  their  repenting  of  their  evil  deeds,  and  though  the 

be  holding  iait  deceit,  and  rcfulingto  return,  fome  would  hai 

us  to  believe  are  honoured  of  God  as  great  inilrumentsof  ih 

converfion  of  louU.  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  I  cannot  help  thin! 

ingi  that  as  fuch  minillerji  do  only  carry  a  counterfeit  con 

miiUon,  fo  the  (eals  ot  their  miniliry  arc  but  counterfeit  fcal 

For  my  part,  I  (hall  never  believe  ihtTc  noify  converiions  I 

be  of  the  rigiit  il.imp,  uiitil  1  lee  both  miniiters  and  convc-r: 

following  the  pradice  of  Judah,  and  ifracl,  when  rcturnir 

to  the  Lord  after  a  couif;:  of  deft^ion,  Jcr.  1.  4.  5.  »*  In  tho 

days,  and  in  that  time,  faith  tlie  Lord,  the  children  ot  Ifr^ 

ihall  come,  they  and  tlie  children  of  Judah  together,  goii: 

and  weeping  :    they  (hall  go,  and  fcek  the  Lord  their  Goi 

Ihey  (hall  alk  the  way  to  Zion  with  their  faces  thiiiicrwar 

fayingi  Come,  aid  Ici  us  jom  ourlclve-  to  the  Lord,  in  a  pr.rp< 

tual  covenant,  that  ihall  niver  hr  ior^^otttn.  '1  he  reaion  is  f 

iwn  in  the  ty^H||briDgverks,  which  arc  applicable  in  tl 

ij^  ^^m  prefe 
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Ceient  cafe  of  the  cburch  of  God  in  this  land :  ^'  Mjr  people 
th  been  loft  (hecp ;  their  (hepherds  have  caufed  them  to  j^o 
aftniy,  they  have  turned  them  awaj  on  the  mountains :  thc^ 
Lave  gone  from  mountain  to  hill,  they  have  forgotten  their 
refting  phce.  All  that  foupd  them  have  devoured  them,  and 
their  a^herfariea  faid,  We  pSend  not,  becaufe  they  have  Gn- 
ned  aigainft  the  Lord,  the  habitation  of  juitice,  even  the  Lord, 
the  hope  of  their  fathers."  And  thereupon  they  depart  out 
of  Babylon,  and  their  minifters  or  fliepherds,  become  as  he- 
goats  before  the  flock. 

2.  The  faithful  fervants  of  God,  are  faid  to  be  fuch  at 
«  have  the  teftimony  of  Jcfus."  By  the  tcflimony  of  Jcfus, 
we  are  to  underftand  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  or  the  dodrine  of 
fiiith  in  its  purity,  which  only  b  **  the  power  of  God  unto 
£divatioii/'  Rom.  L  16.  The  whole  woad  of  God  is  diidded 
Sbto  law  and  goljpel  \  and  fometimes  the  whole  word  is  called 
by  the  one,  ahd  fometimes  bj  the  other,  as  you  fee  frequently 
b- the  119th  Pfalm.  Now,  the  quefliion  isj  What  is  jit  to 
^  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  P*  j^fw.  ( i.)  it  implies  a  firm 
£iith  of  the  record  of  God  concerning  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift; 
thb  is  called  a  *'  believing  the  report,  and  fecting  to  the  feal  that 
God  is  true."  (2.)  A  firm  truft  in  Chrift  as  the  only  Saviour^ 
npon  the  teftimony  of  God.  They  credit  and  trult  him  for 
the  execution  of  all  bis  f4ving  oiHceSy  as  a  Prophet,  Prieit, 
and  King,  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanfiification,  and  com-* 
^te  redemption.  (3.)  A  holy  c^e  to  prefcrve  the  do£Vrine» 
worCbip,  and  the  government  of  Chriil's  houfe,  in  its  purity, 
and  according  to  the  pattern  ftiewed  in  the  mount ;  together 
with  a  fteady  contending  for  the  faith,  and  a  ftanding  faft  in 
the  liberties  wherewith  Chrift  has  mads  his  people  free,  in 
oppoCtion  to  error  in  do£irine,  corruption  i(i  worlhip,  and  all 
tyranny  in  government  and  difcipline.  Now,  thefe  are  the 
(crvants  of  God  that  are  here  intended  to  be  fealed,  in  order 
to  their  being  preferved  from  thofe  hurtful  winds  that  blow 
in  the  vifible  church ;  thefe  are  they  againft  whom  the  rage 
of  the  great  red  dragon  and  his  angels  is  levelled,  againft  thefe 
die  flood  caft  out  ofhis  mouth  doth  run.  But  now  I  proceed 
to, 

in.  The  third  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  which  was,  to 
fptak  a  little  of  the  Jeal  that  is  fet  upon  the  fervants  of  God. 
And  here  I  fhall  propole  and  anfwer  two  or  three  queltions. 

^uery  i.  Who  is  he  that  feals  them  ? 

df/tfw.  It  is  Chrift,  the  great  Angel  that  hath  the  feal  of  the 
KTing  God.  He  himfelf  was  fealed  as  God's  Secretary  and 
Rcaipotentiary  unto  this  lower  world,  Johri  vi.  27.    And  he 

Vlo.  III.  H  hath 
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hatK  iBie Teal  of  the  living  God  committed  to  him ;  foe  he  ba 
^'  given  him  power  over  all  fieOit  that  he  might  give  eteri 
Itfe  to  as  many  as  he  hath  given  him,''  John  xvii.  2.  He  ha 
the  roll  of  ele£iion  committed  to  him,  that  he  maf  put  I 
mar k^  his  own  name,  and  his  Father's  name,  upon  theqi:  R4 
iii.  I2«  ^^  Him  that  overcometh,  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  t 
temple  of  mj  God,  and  he  fliall  go  no  more  out :  amd  I  iv 
write  upon  him  thenameof  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  city 
my  God,  which  is  the  newjerufalem,  which  comcth  down  c 
of  heaven  from  my  God  :  and  I  will  write  upon  him  my  114 
name/'  There  you  fee  that  Chrift  makes  the  overcome?  a  f 
lar  in  the  temple  of  God  s  but  that  is  not  all,  he  writes  I 
name  upon  them,  and  the  name  of  his  God,  he  puts  his  e^ 
image  and  Spirit  in  and  upon  them,  as  he  is  the  exprefs  ima 
of  the  Father.  Thus  you  fee  that  it  is  Chrift  that  feals  t 
fcrvants  of  our  God. 

^ery  2.  What  is  implied  in  the  fealing  them  ? 

jinfw.  It  implies,  i..That  be  is  their  great  owner  and  pi 
prietor  ;  for  a  man  (^als  his  own  goods,  that  it  maybe  kno^ 
they  arc  his.  **  The  Lord's  portion  is  his  people,  and  Jac 
is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance."  They  are  his  by  elcdion,  a 
his  Father's  donation,  by  purchafe,  and  by  covenant,*  and 
the  inhabitation  of  his  Spirit :  and  **  the  foundation  of  G 
ftandeth  fure,  having  this  feal.  The  Lord  knoweth  them  t] 
are  his." 

2.  A  feal  is  for  diftinAion)  to  diftinguini  one  man's  goc 
from  another.  And  fo  it  implies,  that  God  will  have  a  d 
fcrence  put  betwixt  his  own  people,  and  others ;  for  they  s 
His  gold  and  coin  of  his  own  mint,  the  reft  of  the  world  : 
but  the  drofs ;  they  are  his  wheat,  and  others  are  the  cha 
and  **  what  is  the  chaflF  to  the  wheat  ?  faith  the  Lore 
He  has  his  fan  in  his  hand,  and  will  throughly  purge  ] 
floor,  &c. 

3.  A  feal  is  for  confirmation.  The  king's  feal  appended  t 
to  a  charter  eftabliOies  and  confirms  it.  And  fo  it  may  i 
port,  that,  before  the  winds  are  fuffered  to  blow,  Chrift  v 
have  his  own  fervants  eftabliftied  and  confirmed  in  the  fa 
of  thefe  truths,  which  were  to  be  moft  expofed  to  the  win< 
that  they  might  not  be  carried  about  like  children  with  ev< 
wind  of  dodlrine,  but  might  be  like  mount  Zion,  which  ci 
not  be  removed  for  ever. 

4.  A  feal  is  fomctimes  for  fccrecy.     We  read  of  a  bo< 
Rev.  v.  I.  which  was  f<;aled  with  feven  fcals,  becaufe  of  t 
great  fecretR  and  hid  myilcries  contained  in  it.     No  man  c 
warrantably  break  up  a  fealcd  letter,  but  he  to  whom  it  is 
re£lcd,  becaufe  it  is  hid. and  fecret  to  any  other.     And  fo 

n 
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giren. 

i  feal  is  a  badge  of  honour,  love,  and  cfteem.     And  fo 

lies,  that  his  fcrvants  are  honourable  perfons,  precious 

fjghc  :  if^  xliii*  4.  ^^  Ever  Tince  thou  wad  prccioui  in  mj 

Jiou  haft  been  honourable,"  &c» 

L  fcal  IS  for  cullodf  and  preferration.     So  the  faiota 

rrants  of  God,  they  are  "  the  preferred  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

f  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  faivatiori/' 

rj  3.  When  and  how  are  they  fcalcd  ? 

»,  I*  From  alt  eternity,  they  were  fcaled  with  his  elccl- 

i  everlafting  love.    •'  I  have  le^td  thee  with  an  cverlatl- 

c/*  &c.  *'  Me  hath  chofen  us  in  hini|  before  dsc  founda- 

the  trotld."  He  prcde£tinates  them  unto  the  adoption 
ircn. 

n  their  conireTfton  and  tiTe£tual  calLtng,  they  are  fealed 
'  own  per  foil  s  witli  the  ima^e  of  the  fccond  Adani^  be* 
•dcftinite  thereunto  from  eternity ;  they  are  renewed 
irUdge  after  the  image  of  htnfi  that  created  them  ;  tluiy 
irate  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  become  **  n  chofen 
ii}t],    2  royal  prieHhoodj  an  holy  Qation,   a  peculiar 

that  they  fhouid  ihew  forth  the  praifcs  of  him  who 
lied  them  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marveUous  light." 
hty  have  a  feal  of  blood  fet  upon  them  in  their  redemp^ 
d  juttification  ;  for  as  you  fee,  vcr,  14*  of  this  chapter, 

hare  their  garments  waihed^  and  made  white  in  the 
tf  the  Lamb.*' 
icy  have  the  fcal  of  the  Spirit  of  prcmifc  fet  upon  them : 

13.  "  After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  that 


i 
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t^SieAmgi^iSial^fttupcmGoflfi^^  \ 

'^u0ry  4*  But  why  are  they  faid  to  be  fialed  in  ibeir  Jm4^ 
hadif  i^l 

Anfw.  The  forehead,  you  know^  is  the  dipper  part  of  thi^ 
face,  the  mod  confpiduous  part' of  a  man's  countenance^' 
land  I  conceive  the  feal  upon  the  forehead  it  may  import  twdi; 
things.  .  '      .       !!• 

/.  t«  Their  vifible  profeilion  of  Chrift,  and  their  open  ovnioy 
of  the  Lord,  and  his  way  and  caafe,  in  the  time  of  the  greais^ 
eft  oppofition,  when  eriror^  and  delufioRy  andperfecution,  wii^ 
tnoft  rampant  in  the  vifible  church.  Sirs,  it  is  not  enoughD^ 
be  night-difcipIeS)  when  Chrift  is  calling  us  to  confefe  hhn  be!!» 
foremen;  no,  we  >muft  come  forth  to  the  open  field>  whei| 
called  up  to  the  h^lp  of  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty.  He  did;; 
not  hide  his  face  irom  (hanne  and  fpitting,  but  openly  endured 
the  ctofs,  and  dcfpifcd  the  (hame ;  and  yet  ihall  we  be  a(hame4 
of  himy  or  afraid  to  own  him  before  the  world?  It  is  dan* 
gerous  to  come  near  the  borders  of  denying  him  and  his  cauft 
before  men,  left  he  fliould  deny  us  before  his  Father,  and  be« 
fore  his  angels.  Chrift's  plough,  his  caufe,  and  teftimony^ 
drives  heavily  for  many  profefTors  in  Scotland  at  this  day ;  and 
becaufe  they  have  been  fo  flack- handed  this  way,  God.  is. 
leaving  Tome,  both  minifters  and  people,  to  put  hand  to  an- 
other fort  of  plough,  which  will  produce  a  melancholy  crop, 
ere  all  be  done. 

a.  Their  being  marked  or  fealcd  in  the  forehead  implieSf 
that,  in  the  time  of  common  calamity,  God  will  make  fuch  ft 
vifible  difference  between  his  own  faithful  fervants  and  others, 
that  he  that  runs  may  read,  according  to  that,  Mai.  iii.  i8* 
*•  Then  fhall  ye  return  and  difcern  between  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked ;  between  him  that  ferveth  God,  and  him  that 
fcrveth  him  not."  The  righteous  and  the  wicked  they  live 
together  now, (as  I  was  faying) ;  but  ere  it  be  long,  God  will 
put  fuch  a  vifible  mark  of  favour  upon  the  one,  and  of  ven- 
geance upon  the  other,  that  all  men  and  angels  (hall  know  the 
one  from  the  other,  and  at  the  end  the  feparation  will  be  as 
wide  as  between  heaven  and  hell. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  into  the 
reajons  why  Chrift,  the  Angel  of  the  covenant^  nvill  have  his 
fervants  marked  in  their  jortheads^  when  the  winds  are  to  be  let 
blow  ?  ' 

Anfw>  I.  In  fo  many  words,  he  will  have  them  fealed«  be- 
caufe they  are  his  Father's  gift,  "  Thine  they  were,  and  thou 
gaveft  them  me  i"  and  for  the  Father's  fake  that  gave  them,  he 
will  have  them  fealed. 

a.  Becaufe  he J^y^ought  them  at  a  dear  ratCj  even  with 
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the  price  of  lits  precious  blood,  not  with  filveri  or  gold,  or 
fucb  corruptible  things,  &c. 

3.  B^caufe  they  are  his  (hecp,  his  lambs  that  he  carries  in 
his  bofom.  If.  xl.  ii. 

4.  Becaufe  they  are  his  fervants,  the  fervants  of  God,  their 
ear  he  has  bored,  they  love  their  Mailer,  &c. 

5*  Becaufe  they  are  his  peculiar  friends,  <^  I  call  you  no 
more  fenrants,  but  friends,"  John  xv.  14.  15. 

6.  Becaufe  they  are  his  feed,  If.  liii.  ic.  Plal.  xxii.  30.  **  A 
feed  (hall  ferve  him,"  &c.  \^ 

7.  Biccaufe  they  are  his  fpoufe  and  bride,  he  tlieir  Hufband 
and  Bridegroom,  If.  lir.  5.  iiol.  ii.  16.  £:c. 

8.  Becaufe  they  are  his  members,  and  he  their  Head,  they 
are  his  bone  and  flcfh,  they  **  hold  the  head,"  &C4 

9.  He  feals  them,  becaufe  they  beiieve  in  him,  £ph.  i.  13* 
"  After  (hat  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed,"  &c. 

10.  He  (ieals  them,  becaufe  they  love  him,  fo  as  to  mourn 
for  injury  done  him,  Ezek.  ix.  4. 

11.  He  feals  them,  becaufe  they  are  his  faitliful  witneiTeSy 
that  confefs  him,  when  others  deny  him. 

12.  He  feals  them,  that  they  may  not  fiifier  hurt  by  the  de- 
ftroying  winds  that  blow  in  the  vifible  church.  They  keep 
the  commandments  of  God,  and  the  teflimony  of  Jefus ;  and 
therefore  he  will  keep  them  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  accord- 
ing to  the  promife,  Pfai.  xci.  3.  7. 

V.  Tht  fifth  thing  was  the  /Application  of  the  doftrine. 

And  the  Jirft  ufc  I  Ihall  m..ke  of  it,  Iball  be  by  way  of  La- 
mentation  over  the  many  hurtful  winds  that  iiave  blown,  and 
are  liiii  blowing,  in  our  land.  God  feems  in  our  day  to  have 
given  a  commiffion  unto  his  angels,  the  mlniftcrs  of  his  wrath, 
who  fulfil  hi''  plckifure,  to  let  loofe  the  winds,  that  the  earth, 
the  fea,  and  the  trees,  may  be  hurt  thereby  ;  and  much  hurt 
and  damage  have  tiiey  done  alrt-ady  in  our  valley  of  vifion. 

^eryy  What  are  the  hurrful  winds  that  ^re  b]owin<^  at  this 
day,  or  in  this  period  of  the  church  ?  for  fomc  tell  us  ihat  the 
church  of  Chrilt  in  thib  land,  was  never  in  a  bettor  condition. 
I  anfwcr,  Whatever  fome  may  imagine,  yet  I  am  of  the  mind, 
and  many  others  with  me,  that  th^  church  of  Chrift  was  never 
in  \  more  dangerous  condition  fincc  our  reformation  from 
Popery.  God  fccnis  to  have  given  .1  commiflion  to  the  four 
angels  to  loofc  th«  four  winds,  to  iiurt  tlie  inhabitants  of  the 
land.  And  here  I  will  tell  you  of  feveral  hurtful  winds,  which, 
like  the  peftilence,  are  walking  through  the  land,  and  hurting 
many,  both  profviflbrs  and  others  at  this  day. 

I.  The  hurtful  winds  of  Infidelity,  or  Deifm,  is  blowing, 

which 
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which  ftrikesat  the  roots,  and  denies  all  fupematural  rerelation, 
or  at  lead  difcards  all  the  fupernatural  myftcries  of  the  Chrif* 
dan  relrgionf  which  depravtd  reafon  is  not  able  to  compre- 
hend, fuch  as  the  doflrine  of  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of 
Gody  and  of  his  fatisfadion  (o  juftice,  of  the  neceffity  of  rege- 
neration, of  juftification  by  his  imputed  righteoufhefs,  of  func* 
tification  by  bis  Spirit :  theftr,  and  the  like  fopernatural  doc- 
trines of  our  holy  religion,  I  fay,  are  exploded  by  many  in  our 
day,  tnfomuch  that  through  many  places  of  Scotland,  inftead 
of  (he  gofpel  of  Chrid,  nothing  is  to  be  heard,  but  the  dry  fap* 
kfs  harangues  of  Heathenilh  morality.     And  what  moft  be- 
come of  thofe  poor  fouls  that  are  daily  entertained  with* fuch 
food  ?     Why>  Solomon  anfwers  the  queflion,  when  he  tells 
,us,  "  Where  no  vifion  is,  the  people  pcrifli.**     The  hurtful 
wind  of  Arian  herefy  has  been  travelling  through  the  land, 
and  appeared  before  tho  bar  of  the  Aflembly  without  any  be* 
coming  ce'nfure.    The  dodrine  of  felf-love  alfo,  whereby  the 
creature  is  exalted  above  the  glorious  Crtator.    We  have  been 
long  taught,  that  the  chief  end  of  man  is,  to  glorify  God,  and 
that  whether  we  eat  or  drink,  or  whatever  we  do,  we  ought 
to  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.     And,  to  be  fure,  that  which  is 
the  chief  end  of  man,  ought  alfo  to  be  the  leading  and  chief 
motive  of  all  his  moral  and  religious  actions.     But  now  it  is  a 
do£hine  fuftained  by  the  National  Aflembly,  that  our  own  de* 
light,  pleafure,  and  fatisfa£lion  in  glorifying  God,' is  the  chief 
motive  of  all  virtuous  and  religious  atlions ;  whereby  the 
creature's  happinefs  is  preferred  unto  the  glory  of  God,  who 
made  all  things  for  himfelf.     And  I  cannot  (liun  to  obferve, 
tTiat  God,  in  a  way  of  righteous  judgement,  is  anfwering 
many  according  to  this  idol  of  jealoufy  fet  up  in  the  temple  of 
God,  by  letting  them  adopt,  and  embrace  a  religion  that  lies 
all  in  internal  feelings,  pleafure,  and  fatisfa£tion  to  them- 
felves  s  while  the  declarative  glory  of  God,  and  the  honour  of 
the  Redeemer's  crown  and  kingdom  in  the  world,  is  none  of 
their  concern ;  yea,  it  torments  them  to  hear  of  a  teftimonj 
againft  the  indignities  done  to  him  in  the  land  wherein  we  live- 
1  might  here  alio  infill  on  the  injuries  done  to  the  doflrinesof 
thcgraceof  God,  in  the  a6ls  of  Aflembly,  1720  and  1722,  with 
relation  to  the  Marrcw  cf  AMcrn  Divinity^  whereby  a  bundle 
of  precious  truths  arc  condemned,  and  lie  under  the  rub- 
.bilh  ever  fince,  which  I  hope  ihall  yet  be  brought  forth  unto 
^Viftory. 

2.  The  hurtful  wind  of  church  tyranny  and  abufed  difci-  . 
line,  has  been  for  a  long  time  blowing  in  the  church  of  Scot- 
ad,  whereby  the  erroneous  have  been  fcreened,  and  mini* 
\  of  Chriit  caft  out  of  miniftcrial  communion,  and  depofed 

for 
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for  bearing  tcftimony  to  tbt  truth,  in  oppofulon  unto  the  pre- 
fcnt  current  af  apoflafy  and  backlliding-  And  how  lus  the 
boir  of  ccclefi^ftical  tyranny  laid  waftc,  and  fcattered  the  ffock 
of  Chrift  up  and  down  the  hnd^  through  violent  intfuGoui  that 
hive  been  made  upon  ChrUtian  congre  gat  ions ,  Imposing  men 
upon  them,  contrary  to  that  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has  made 
thctn  free  i 

3-  I  might  I  tmong  other  pernicious  winds,  take  notice  of 
the  public  aHVont  done  to  the  Mediatot^s  crown  aa  the  alon^ 
Kiiw  of  Zion,  when^  by  reading  of  the  a£l  anent  PoTteouS| 
miiitfters  chaiij^d  their  holding  of  ChiiElp  znd  proflitute  hii 
iQTcrdgntyi  aod  dipt  their  hands  in  that  innocent  bloodlhect 
it  the  execution  of  Wilfon,  by  not  teftifyln^  againll  him  as  1 
Uoodj  murderer  condemned  in  law,  when  they  read  that  %£k. 

4,  How  has  the  wind  of  profanity  znd  open  impiety  btowit 
upon  ail  ranks  in  the  land,  and  hurt  many,  both  in  fou^  and 
bodily  cAate  ?  What  heave n^daring  impiety  abounds^  info^ 
much  that  the  land  groans  under  our  proi'ocitlons  againil  the 
holy  One  of  Ifrael?  The  rcry  abominations  of  the  Headmen 
are  pei  petrate  among  u^  Chriuians^  like  thefc^  Rom«  L  at  the 
cbfc. 

5»  There  is  another  wind  that  God  is  fuffcring  to  blow  at 
this  day,  whereby  both  many  minlfters  and  p<?opleare  ftag^cr* 
cd,  and  caftdown»  and  that  is  the  noify  wind  that  the  known 
foreigner  of  the  Prelatic  communion  of  the  church  of  En- 
gUnd  hasbroughc  along  with  him  unto  thislnnd,  1  know  in- 
deed that  fome  deny  any  connefliou  be  ween  hini,  and  th^t 
Work  which  we  have  now  among  us ;  but  it  is  in  \%In  to  deny 
this,  when  n  vifibly  follows  him  through  the  world,  wherever 
he  guet,  and  U  received  into  communit^n  as  a  nilnider  of  Jcfus 
Chrifh  .  ^ 

^uery^  How  dotb  it  appear  that  this  is  ctne  of  the  h artful 
winds  that  God  has^  by  the  minillry  of  angtls,  whether  goo4 
or  bad,  loofed  upon  the  church  of  bcotlaud  ?  for  many  call  it> 
and  arc  very  confident  of  it,  that  it  is  a  heavenly  wind,  jf ;//"«'. 
I  Cannot  ft^iy  upon  it  at  prcfent  1  only,  uotwithftanding  oi  *\l 
tlie  fine  things  I  have  read  and  he^rd  about  it,  1  cannot  help 
thinkiag,  that  it  is  one  of  the  mart  huitful  winds  that  ever 
blcHft  in  this  cot^nanled  bndj  2.nd  that  for  tliitc  reafa/ifi*  ic 
appears  to  me,  and  many  others,  to  be  a  huTtful  and  pcrniciout 
wwid,  by  obf*:rvmg,  { j.)  Whence  it  coir.^s  j  (a.)  Wluther  it 
blows  t  (3-)  What  isrc  its  effeds. 

ijis  Let  us  uotice  whence  it  comes.  It  comes  from  the  Pre^ 
Uiicfupernttious  church  of  England  ;  and  hz  that  has  brought 
ir,  owns  himfcif  10  be  ftill  of  the  communion  of  that  church, 
fti^juitd  by  this  church  in  her  uatiooil  Kortnmt^  »iid  by  the 

•.  "        three 
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three,  nations  in  the  fokmn  league  i  one.  who  has  fworu  the 
oath  of  fupiemacy,  and  fo  renounced  the  alone  headfhip  of 
Chrift  in  his  church,  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  denies  the 
binding  obligation  of  our  folemn  covenants.  And  his  owa 
account  of  his  converfion  appears  to  be  an  evideiit  delufion  of 
the  devil. 

7.dly^  Let  us  alfo  obferve,  whither,  and  for  what,  this  noiff 
wind  blows.  It  is  evident,  that  it  blows  up  every  where 
through  the  world,  and  particularly  in  this  land,  for  filthy 
lucre,  worldly  g-ain  and  advantage  ;  the  cry  of  it  every  where 
is.  Who  will  (hew  us  any  of  this  world's  good  ?  Another 
airth  toward  which  it  bloW8,  is,  toleration  of  all  fe£ts,  plainly 
founded  upon  the  piinciple  of  Catholic  love  and  communion^ 
fo  much  applauded  by  that  foreigner,  and  all  that  patronize 
him  and  his  work.  And  hence  the  natural  tendency  of  it  is, 
to  overthrow  the  hedge  of  povernment,  and  to  call  down  the 
walls  and  fortifications  of  Zion,  againft  which. the  gates  of 
hell  (hall  never  prevail. 

,31;//^,  Let  us  notice  what  are  the  fruits  and  efFe£l^  of  this 
'  noify  wind.  I  know  indeed  that  fome  talk  of  great  and  good 
cffe^s  of  it,  in  the  con  virion,  converfion,  and  confolation  of 
many  \  but  I  much  doubt  if  this  will  (land  the  trial  of  the  wordy 
which  is  the  light  by  which  all  fpirits,  and  works,  muft  bie 
tried:  *^To  the  law  and  to  the  tcfcimony  :  if  they  fpeak  oot 
according  to  thefe,  it  is  bccaufe  theae  is  no  light  in  th«m.''  An 
imaginary  convi6lion  produceth  an  imaginary  converfion,  and 
an  imaginary  converfion  produceth  but  an  imaginary  confo« 
lation.  1  "^ili  only  tell  you  of  two  or  three  fruits  of  it,  that  I 
know,  and  can  document. 

(i.)  A  ftated  enmity  and  bitternefs  of  fpirit  againft  a  co- 
Tenanted  work  of  reformation,  and  all  that  bear  up  or  own  a 
teftimony  for  it  at  this  day,  notv/ithftanding  of  their  Catholic 
love. 

(2.)  A  ftriking  men  blind,  and  deaf,  and  dumb,  as  to  all  the 
public  affronts  done  to  Chrift,  or  injuries  done  to  his  myftical 
body.  I  dare  appeal  to  ihcmfelves,  if  at  their  moft  folemn  oc- 
cafions,  where  they  fay  there  was  moft  of  the  Lord,  any  thing 
was  fpoken  for  God's  declarative  glory,  in  oppofition  unto  the 
bloodfiied,  perjury,  covenant-breaking,  or  the  violent  intru- 
Cons  and  rapes  committed  upon  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  or  the 
profaning  of  Chrill's  crown,  his  fabbaths,  and  the  minifterial 
character,  by  reading  of  PortcoJis's  ac?t.  Nay,  fo  far  from  this 
that  that  fpirit  goes  along  with  intruders,  aft  readers,  and  the 
like,  as  well  as  others  \  but  not  one  word  of  their  profelfing 
repentance  for  their  evil  deeds. 

{3,)  Anoiher  fruit  cf  this  work,  is  the  palliating  of  all  ih^ 
2  public 
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■i  OT  Aqr  a»  iaoDoea^  God  it  with  M9  aodhe  kM  fefffii^ 
irfednrfRicadSDvkai&afniiftMiiidMrvajti  Ilnve 
'*  nrcattib  wdmdliRklcfriiilbaieQftlidrvii. 
— tVdirGodof  die  $cceden?  kbooc  Mniiiic 
:Mbeii««FW«w.  IfliaUoolj&yvithDavid, 
ifrae  JetT  wa  ntflfinf  inrffn  ^•■^  ■*  >^  •flJiAJji^' 
il  iifcd%  FlaL'sliL  10.  «<  It  uas  a  bvoiil  m  ov  boiiet» 
HstkecaBBfl^dtilf  to«s,Whacit|iparGodr  Bnc 
!  10  ibllw^Dlmd't  example,  «ad  llqf  widi  him  In 


leiefe  10  ibUov^DlnrUrt  examples  «adilqfwidi  him  u  die 
i«dtfiDlla«noKdidB  aow  Gooicd, «« Why  «rt  diottcaft  d^ 
I  Hif  fiMl  ?  and  wkf  an  tbon  difanictcd.iriduo  me  ?  hope* 
b«ni  God^lbrllhall  yet  pfaifeliim.  who  it  die healdi  oT 
qrcoaceaaa^iaadmyQod."  Thb  p^ta  me  in  mind  of  a 
rfbgeltanfeicadinJlMCfr^/Ij/i.  A  certain  iaidifttl  mini* 
kr  of  Cbrili^  who  being  otdeied  to  a  prifimat  fame  diffance» 
lader  die  coftody  of  foidien }  hj  die  way  diey  halted  at  the 
oafe  of  a  malignant  lady,  who»  when  die  law  the  minifier  in 
behands  of  hit  enemies,  find.  Where  it  the  Ood  of  the  Whin 
low  ?  Upon  which  he  defired  a  Gght  of  her  Bible,  whidi 
lie  bronght  with  a  taunt ;  he  takes  the  Bible,  and  cafts  up 
tie  following  text,  which  I  fhall  read  alfo  to  thofe  who  up« 
raid  ut  after  the  dune  manner }  the  text  you  have,  Mic.  ¥ii* 
^— lO.  "  Rejoice  not  againft  me,  O  mine  enemy :  when  I 
ill,  I  fliall  aiife  I  when  I  fit  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  (ball  be  a 
ght  onto  me.  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  be« 
aufe  I  have  finned  againft  him,  until  he  plead  my  caufe,  and 
xecttte  judgement  for  me ;  he  will  bring  me  forth  to  the  light, 
jui  I  fliall  behold  bit  righteoufnefs.  Then  (he  that  it  mine 
nemy  (hallfee  it,  and  (hame  (hall  cover  her  which  faid  unto 
oe,  Where  it  the  Lord  thy  God  ?  mine  eyes  (ball  behold 
ler:  now  (hall  (he  be  trodden  down  as  the  mite  of  the  ftreets.'^ 
k%  this  fcriptnre,  upon  the  reading  of  it,  (Iruck  that  woman 
with  a  damp  and  confufion,  fo  may  it  do  thofe  whofe  language 
is  the  fame  with  hers.  Now  thefe,  I  fay,  are  fome  of  the  hurt- 
fttl  windt  that  blow  at  this  day. 

Vk/ecMd  (hall  be  by  way  of  Triai  and  Examinatio/u  %ee* 
ing  it  u  fo  that  there  are  fbch  hurtful  winds  blowing  in  the 
dmrchof  Chrift,  it  concerns  us  to  try  whether  we  be  among  the 
Bomber  of  thefe  fcrvants  of  God»  who  are  fecured  againft  any 
teal  hurt  from  thofe  pernicious  winds,  by  having  the  fcal  of  the 
liTing  God  fet  Upon  us. 

^tffry.  How  fliall  1  know  if  I  be  among  that  happy  number? 
loknrwcr  to  this  queftion,  I  (hall  ofier  you  the  few  following 
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marks  of  the  faithfnl  fervants  of  our  God,  who  have  this  feal 
fct  ppon  them. 

T.  All  God's  fnithful  fervants  th^y  have  had  thtir  bands  leo^ 
fed:  Pfal.  cxvi.  i6.  "  Oh  Lof'l,  truly  I  am  thy  fervan^,  1  am  thy 
fervanf,  atid  the  fon  of  thy  handmaid  :  thou  haft  loofed  my 
bonds.**  All  are  by  nature  held  fad  in  the  gall  of  bitternefsi 
and  bonds  of  iniquity  ;  they  arc  lawful  captives.  Now,  has 
the  Lord  in  a  day  of  power  loofed  your  bimds,  and  prochimed 
liberty  to  jou,  and  made  you  free  indeed  ? 

2.  All  God's  fervants  have  fecn  their  maftcr's  glory,  beautyi 
and  excellency ;  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  ^*  G  :d,  who  commanded  the  light 
to  ihine  out  of  d^rknefs,  hath  (hined  into  your  hearts/'  &c. 
Have  yoij  feen  the  Father  in  the  Son  ?  and  has  the  fight  tranf- 
formcd  you  into  his  image? 

3.  The  firft-bpm  of  the  family  will  be  very  dear  unto  yoUi^ 
^*  more  glorious  thaii  all  thcmountains  of  prey;"  and  that  will 
be  the  language  of  your  heart,  <*  My  beloved  is  white  and  ruddy, 
the  chiefeft  apiong  tcft  thoufand." 

4  They  are  all  very  fenfible  of  their  inability  to  fervc  him 
as  they  ought ;  yea,  they  arc  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  with* 
out  him  they  cm  do  nothing ;  they  wiH  not  brag  of  their  fer- 
vices,  as  the  prouti  Pharifee,  •*  God,  1  thank  thee  that  I  am 
ntot  as  other  men,"  &c. 

•  c.  rhey  have  all  a  great  regard  for  his  authority,  and  will 
obey  God  rather  than  man,  as  the  apoltle*?  of  Clirift,  Daniel, 
and  the  three  children,  8cc.  Evcrry  one  of  them  is  ready  to 
fay,  **  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  Ao  ?"  Give  (Irength  to 
obey,  and  command  what  thou  wilt# 

6.  They  ^re  all  for  the  ftanding  of  their  Matter's  houfc, 
and  (land  up  for  their  Matter's  honour  It  go<s  nearer  the 
hearts  of  his  f.iithful  fervants  to  fee  him  injured,  or  hw  crown 
profaned,  than  any  private  intrrett  of  their  own;  it  grif*vcf 
them  to  fee  their  matters  houfe  invaded  by  thieves  and  robbers  ( 
anrt  they  will  not  take  them  by  the  hand,  but  bear  f  lithful  tef* 
timony  againft  thorn.  They  cannot  part  with  the  leaft  hoof 
that  pertains  to  their  great  Matter 

7.  All  God's  faithful  fervants  have  his  feal  fet  upon  them, 
as  you  fee  in  the  text,  Hurt  not  thf  earthy  neither  the  fea^  nor 
the  trees  ^  till  vie  have  fcaled  the  fervants  of  our  God  in  their  fori" 
heads.  O,  fay  you,  ho'.v  Ihail  i  know  if  I  b.'  STnon^;  the  feaU 
cd  ?  Anfru.  You  may  know  it  by  the  print  of  the  feal.  You 
know  the  print  of  the  feal  upon  the  wax,  is  an  exacl  tranAript 
of  the  graving  that  is  on  the  feal.  Juft  fo  is  it  I. ere,  when  Cfarift 
fcals,  or  fets  his  mark  upon  the  foul,  he  jult  by  the  power 
of  his  Spirit  puts  the  print  of  his  own  grace  upon  it,  John 
i.  16.  "  Of  his  own  fulnefs  have  all  we  received,  and  grace  for 

grace  i" 


ffm^ii  A  die  |iiflB  that  k  i«  the  heikifr,  jttft  coricfpoiidi 
itt  tbc  grace  that  it  in  Chrift.  As  ia  nature,  fo  it  is  ki 
gn§  ^  feWMWsdmiirwi  the  ^icnt  bj  iiatMral<ftr»eMtion, 
avthKibrf^o^Mibei^  €fe  kit  tft^  h^ni^  kg%  liff^i  i>ft  Uke 
i>|WiraiJtil  bejgat;k  rli»  it  is  ill  fvpenMrnul  tiiiii|p%  or  im 
l^plMlHinb  ^W  rcoeire  ftwe  fairii,  who  e(  biii.dwa  will  htgki 
mtf,lh9:^rmi  cS  tmih^  ftaee  fior  grece.  Tiie  Spirit  (beWs 
is^di^tl  fltf iClNift  uio  ivi  trid-wei  lif  kJUdlHlg  thefco^^re 
!;dNii««4  JIM  ^  luie  ifliagd  ffom  glory  it  giotfi  m  by  tbs 


::JB«i.>diem  Uc  triKtiwr  yoni  liiTe  tbs  isllQwiikg  ^nolt  of 
Chrift'e  li^-«po»  mi 

«i^I1it*9rlni'tof  ^  tfe:  <<  Bcaasie  J  Imc^jt  fl»U  live  elfei" 
bi&'Ae.life  «f  Clirift.tharn  ih  tbe/od  of  the  fadimirt  « I  Ikct 

£MC  Ia  kiicfihrift:U#edr  sd  ne.i  and  tiic  life  which  <  now 
in  the  fleOi,  is  by  foith  in  the  Sdn  of  God.''  Where  nodde, 
it  ^lictaf ' A>ca  not  fire  ^foo  his  oi»a;  feeliAgsb  or  grice  in 
faif  hm  4n*  Chrift  ibc  faontain  of  life^  . 

2^jF»  The  print  of  his  lij^ht  i  '*  for  fae  coIigfiMiedi  evcrf 
man  t^  oonlc^  into  thi6  world.'?  86  then^  hare  jwk  b  his 
%fac  fcen  lif^t  ?  H£b»  then  you  will  know  the  difiR:rence  be- 
tvecn  lifrht  and  darknefs,  day  and  nighr;  and  when  it  is  night» 
foo  5iriU  long  to.fe^  the  fun  again^  and  go  monming  without 
die  foil,  5cc. 

^jt  A  print  of  hnlore  t  (ior  **  God  is  lore,"  and  he  *<  draws 
with  the  cords  of  Icve  ;''  he  kindles  a  fire  of  lore  in  the  hearty 
Ike  Ifvks  of  whicbj  are  always  flying  upwards  toward 
betven. 

4/i6/y,  A  print  of  his  holinefs  ;  "  Be  ye  holy,  as  I  am  holy." 
And  this  is  it  that  makes  the  fooi  to  groan  under  a  body  of 
fin  and  death,  to  war  againft  it,  and  to  long  to  be  fully  like 
him  in  hoKnefs. 

Sthly^  A  print  of  his  faithfulaefs  in  the  word  of  truth  :  "  Of 
hii  cwn  will  begat  he  us  bv  the  word  of  truth."  What  is 
faidiy  but  jnft  the  impreflion  of  God's  faithfulncfi  made 
on  the  foui  by  the  word  oi  truth  ;  i:iro.T.UL4i  tint,  whcn- 
errr  the  foul  hears  the  record  of  God  concerning  Chriti,  it 
cries  ^  '*  this  is  a  faithful  f^iiig,  and  worthy  of  all  accepta- 
tion f"  .    . 

tMj^  The  foul  gets  a  print  of  his  feal  for  the  iionour  and 
;;lor)  of  God,  fo  that  the  man  cannot  :bnt  ftand  up  tor  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  the  concerns  of  hi>  glory.  *<  The  zc::l  of 
tkine  houle  hath  eaten  me  up,"  (ays  Chrili ;  and  thcretore» 
like  him,  the  man  that  is  fealed,  he  cannot  endure  to  fee  the 
hcufc  of  God  turned  into  a  den  of  thieves,  robbers,  and  hire- 
lings, 
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lings,  boyers  and  fellers,  and  he  if  far  from  joining  hand  wilh 
them. 

^tbfyi  The  man  carries  the  print  of  Chrift's  feal  Upon  bit 
foreh|iad|  in  a  way  of  a  vifible  profeffion  of  Chr{ft>  and  big  caufil 
and  tmthy  in  oppoficion  to  the  corruption  of  a  wicked -worUL 
Hence  it  is,  that  as  the  world  hated  Chrift,  fo  it  hatetk  them 
alfo;  for  as  the  world  knows  its  own,  fo  it  footi  knows  tha 
followers  of  Chrift,  that  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and 
the  teftimony  of  Jefus.  And  this  is  one  thing  among  others^ 
that  gives  me  a  very  bad  notion  of  chefe  new  eonvcrfidbs  (» 
much  talked  of,  that  if  they  know  a  man  to  be  either  a  formal 
or  pra£licai  acccder,  they  will  not  enter  upon  a  religious  con* 
veifation  with  him,  or  give  any  account  of  the  Lord's  way  of 
dealing  with  them,  contrary  to  the  command,  '<  Be  ready  al* 
ways  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  a&eth  you  a  reafim 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  you.*' 

JJtetl^d^  of  Confolition  unto  thofe  that  are  fealed  ;  for  we 
are  commanded  to  fpeak  comfort  unto  you.  And  therefore 
know  for  your  comfort, 

I.  That  Chrift,  the  Angel  of  God's  prefcnce,  has  the  charge 
of  you :  **  All  the  faints  are  in  his  hand."  He  has  power 
over  all  flefli,  to  give  you  eternal  life. 

a.  He  is  afctnding  from  the  eaft,  like  the  fun  in  the  firma- 
ment ;  even  when  the  clouds  are  thickeft  and  darkcft,  it  does 
not  hinder  his  arifing,  and  he  will  break  through  to  the  falva- 
tion  and  comfort  of  all  his  fealed  ones,  that  k«rep  the  command^ 
ments  of  God,  and  have  and  contend  for  the  faith  delivered 
to  the  faints.  *^  His  goings  forth  are  prepared  as  the 
morning.^' 

3.  He  is  a  perfon  of  great  power  and  authority ;  for  be 
hath  the  feal  of  the  living  God,  he  hath  the  keys  of  the  houfc 
of  David,  he  opens,  and  no  man  fhuts,  and  (huts,  and  no 
man  opens,  yea,  the  keys  of  hell  and  death  do  belong  un* 
to  him. 

4.  All  the  executioners  of  the  divine  wrath  againft  a  wicked 
world  are  under  his  command  ;  you  fee  here,  that  the  angels 
that  loofe  the  winds,  they  are  at  his  beck,  and  fulfil  his  will 
and  pleafure.  Good  angels  are  his  mihiftcrlng  fpirits,  and 
ihcy  minifter  for  good  to  them  that  are  the  heirs  of  falvation  | 
and  the  bad  angels  are  in  his  chains,  which  he  lengthens  out, 
or  ihortens  at  his  pleafure. 

5.  it  is  his  opportunity  to  help  his  church,  and  to 
interpofc,  when  the  danger  is  moft  threatening  lor  here  he 
ivcs  the  cry,  when  the  winds  are  at  the  point  of  being 
Toofea. 

(^.  All 


d  All  bis  sdmintftrations  are  calcubf  r  for  your  good,  Rom: 
liU  2$.     He  rides  in  jieavea  for  your  help, 
1  7*  Be  will  guide  fou  with  his  cownfcli  and  bfin^  you  toi 
tor,  I       -       ' 

» vftfiuFiift  cf  r^i-^r  to  alUfi  unWiet iztg  ChriftleTs  world  ?[ 
ihiV  ilillc2<i  of  bem£  the  firnranrs  of  God,  atc  ferrin^  dlvcf^ 
lifts  imt  p!cafiife*j ;  whoi  inllc.id  of  having  the  feal  of  heaven, 
hm  the  It  A  of  hell  upon  ihtm;  all  carnal  unliable  profc^TorBi^ 
ihs  «c  already  watvtlfrtng  with  the  wind^^  JC^^^^^^  ^P  with 
Ik  tttithi  mnd  the  tr^ditioo  we  h^vc  received  from  the  Lord 
m  llijs  land^  What  ihah  I  f*y  to  you  ?  yowr  condemnation  is 
twfitl  itid  tcnibk,  God's  foul  hath  no  pJeafurc  in  you.  Fet« 
i»p»  indeed  you  may  im^gmc  other wifcp  and  thfit,  ij\  giWng 
^  mth  the  covenanted  caufe  of  Christ  in  this  had,  yon  have 
»w  fallen   Upon  a  new  way  whkh  God   approves  of,   and 

Ettr  own  foul  detigUta  in  \  hut  read  thefe  thrt- c  fcriptures, 
lUv.  20<  "He  fccdcthof  afties  s  a  deceived  heart  hath  turn- 
ed him  afide,  that  he  cannot  deliver  hU  foul,  nor  r^f,  is'  there 
M3t  a  lie  in  my  ri^ht  hand  f*  ti«  1*  ii.  **  Behold,  ^11  ye  ihatf 
lidlc  a  6re»  thirt  compafe  yourfelves  about  with  fp.irk^  :  walk 
B  the  light  of  your  Sitt,  and  in  the  fparks  that  ye  haTc  kindled. 
lMs  fliaU  ye  hive  of  mine  hand,  ye  fliHil  lie  down  in  forrow.'^ 
t  UvL  3. 4.  ^  He  that  killeth  an  oX;  is  as  if  he  flew  a  man :  he 
kat  lacffificeth  a  hmb,  as  if  he  cot  off  a  dog's  neck :  he  that 
ffcreth  an  oUatiort,  as  if  he  offered  fwine's  blood :  he  that 
urneth  incenfe,  as  if  he  bleffed  an  idol :  yea,  they  ha?e  cho- 
en  their  own  ways;  and  their  foul  delighteth  in  their  abomi- 
lations.  I  alfo  will  choofe  their  delufions,  and  will  bring 
heir  fears  upon  them ;  becaufe  when  I  called,  none  did  an- 
wer ;  when  I  fj^ke;  they  did  tiot  hear :  but  they  did  evil  be- 
ore  mine  eyes,«a&d  chofe  that  in  which  I  delighted  not/'  The 
rinds  when  loo'fed  to  the  full,  whether  will  they  drive  you  ? 
efpeciailjr  you  that  have  had  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  made 
aprofeilion  of  it  before  the  world,  and  yet  have  turned  away 
(fom  the  teftimony  of  Chrift  in  this  land  ?  You  may  fee  and 
read  your  doom,  if  infinite  mercy  do  not  prevent,  Heb.vi.4— -6. 
Heb.  X.  26—29.  a  Pet.  ii.  at  the  dole,  &c.  Perhaps  you 
may  think  this  very  hardy  but  it  is  no  harder  than  God  has 
made  it,  for  whom  it  is  impoflible  to  lie. 

Ufe  Jlfti  (hall  be  of  Exhortathn  unto  all  in  general,  even 
to  all  that  are  afar  off,  to  come  to  Chrift  before  the  wind  be 
Fully  loofed,  that  perhaps  (hall  blow  you  out  of  this  world  in- 
o  an  unalterable  itate  of  eternal  wo  and  mifcry ;  O  come  to 
i^hrift,  1  fay,  in  order  to  your  being  fealed  with  his  feal,  for 
le  is  the<  Angel  which  hath  the  feal  of  the  living  God.  His 
'*athtr  commands  you  to  come  to  him,  i  John  iii.  23.  "  This 

is 
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faith  on  the  Son  of  God  \  for  <^  by.  faith  ye  (land.     He  that 
trufteth  in  the  Lord  (hail  be  as  Mount  Z|pD,  which  cannot  bcS. 
removed,  but  abidcth  for  cvcr^*' 

2.  Cry  that  the  wind  of  heavrn  may  awakci  and  come  and 
blow  away  the  hurtful  winds  of  hell :  Cant.  iv.  ult.  <<  Awake^ 
O  north- windy  and  come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon  my  [jrarden, 
chat  the  fpicts  thereof  may  flow  out."  Ezck.  xxxvii.  ^. 
''  Cone  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe  npon 
thcfr  flain,  that  they  nfay  live*"  And  then  the  dead  and  dry 
bones  will  (land  up  as  a  numerous  army  to  fight  the  battles 
of  the  Lord.  And  learn  to  diltinguiih  the  winds  that  como 
from  heaven,  and  thefe  that  come  from  another  airtli.  And 
particularly  remember,  that  every  wind,  however  fpecious,  that 
blows  againft  the  prefent  truth  or  cedimony,  is  a  hurtful  wind* 
A  tcdimony  is^  lifted  up  for  the  covenanted  doArine^  difci* 
pline,  worfliip,  and  government  of  the  church  of  Chrifti 
which  the  greateft  enemies  are  not  able  to  difprove,  being  fo 
evidently  founded  on  the  word  of  God.  Now,  every  wind 
that  blows  againft  the  truth,  though  it  appear  like  a  heaven- 
ly wind,  yet  it  muft  be  reje^ed,  as  coming  from  a  bad  ^irth ; 
If.  viii.  20.  *^  To  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony  :  if  they  fpeak 
not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in 
them." 

3.  In  order  to  your  being  preferved  from  all  hurtful  windSf 
hide  the  word  of  God  in  your  hearts :  Pfal.  cxix.  ii«  '<  Thy 
word  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  fin  againtt 
thee.  It  i3  faid  of  the  righteous  man,  *^  The  law  of  his  God  is 
in  his  heart,  none  of  his  fteps  (hall  ilide."  And  therefore, 
take  heed  to  the  fure  word  of  prophecy,  as  unto  a  light  (hining 
in  adark  place,  for  by  it  vou  ihall  be  throughly  fumiihed  un* 
to  every  good  work,  and.fecured  againft  the  wind  of  error^  dc* 
lufion,  temptation,  profanity,  or  apoitafy  from  the  truth. 

4.  Hold  faft  what  you  have  received,  that  no  man  take  your 
crown.  Have  you  received  Chrift  Jefus  th^  Lord,  and  beeit 
determined  to  embrace  him  who  is  the  unrpeak^tble  gift  of 
God  ?  hold  faft  the  gripe  you  have  gotten  of  him,  as  the 
fpoufc  did,  ^*  I  held  him,  and  would  not  let  him  go.*'  Have 
you  received  any  of  his  love- tokens  on  this  occafion  ?  lay  them 
up,  «in<l  hold  them  faft,  for  Satan  will  do  his  beft  to  fpoil  and 
rob  you  of  them.  Have  you  received  the  teftimony  of  Jefus, 
and  made  a  profeflion  of  your  faith  ?  then  hold  faft  the  pro- 
feiCon  of  your  faith  without  wavering,  ftedfaft  unto  the  end  y 
be  ftedfafl  and  immoveable  in  your  profeiTion,  particularly  in 
your  proteflion  of  the  prefent  truth,  againft  which  the  main 
betif:i  of  the;  prefent  wn.ds  arc  levelled.  If  a  thief  or  robber 
enter  a  houfe,  and  be  canying  away  any  part  of  your  furniture 

I  or 
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«fSMr  fanitiiK  which  if  in  greateft  hazard  of  bcin^r  loft. 
^&d  hath  pfcn  Jacob  for  a  fpoii,  and  Ifr^eUo  the  robbers, 
cm  he  agMnft  wlK>ni  we  have  finnod."  The  houfe  of  God- 
h  iBdaoger  of  being  «{nite  plundered,  and  fpoiled,  much  of  his 
titaaUe  mmtiite  is  carried  off;  ftody  then  to  recover  what  is 
hilt  wdboldfiift  wiiac  remains  of  the  oo?eiianted  doArine^ 
wirfbip»  dilcipliae^  and  gOTernment,  of  the  church  of  CUrift  in 
telaiuL 

1*  Keep  a  ftriA  and  watchful  eye  upon  all  the  enemies  of 
Cinft»and  of  your  own  falvacipn.  You  hare  enemies  both 
vidiin  and  wttnout  doors.  Take  heed,  in  the  firft  place,  of  an 
CfBheaxt  of  mAelicf,  that  it  do  not  turn  you  away  from  the 
i  Erias  God  ^  for  when  you  are  turned  away  from  God,  you  call 
jMrttlv^  oat  of  hb  protediion,  and  then  tou  are  an  eaiy  pre/ 
\  li  all  four  other  cpemies,  and  are  fair  to  be  driven  away  like 
disff  before  the  wind.  **  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  entei  not 
i  iBtaLteaaDtadon."  Be  not  ignorant  of  Satan's  devices,  and 
idei^  woo  cafts  himfelf  into  every  fliape  in  order  to  catch  the 
^ityi  and  who  at  this  day  is  transforming  himfelf  into  an 
angel  of  light,  by  counterfeit  convicElions^converfions,  and  rap* 
totes  of  joy.  which  (it  is  well  known  through  the  laud)  leave 
men  and  women  juft  where  they  were,  if  not  worfe;  becaufe, 
imagining  themfelves  to  be  in  a  ft:ite  of  grace,  they  arc  proot 
Igainft  all  that  can  be  faid  to  the  contrary,  until  God  come  and 
fveep  awtiy  the  refuge  of  lies. 

6.  Lqflhf  Take  care  what  miniders  you  own  and  hear  as 
die  ambaffddors  of  Chrift.  This  is  as  neceflary  a  caveat  in  our 
day,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  apoltles,  i  John  iv.  i .  **  Be- 
lofcd,  believe  not  every  fpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits  whether  they 
are  of  God :  bccaufe  many  falfe  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world.**  And  if  you  a(k,  How  (hall  we  try  them  ?  Chrill  an- 
foers  the  queftion,  Matth.  vii.  15.  16.  *'  Beware  of  falfc  pro- 
phets, which  come  to  you  in  (heeps  clothing,  but  inwardly  they 
ve  ravening  wolves.  Ye  (halt  know  them  by  their  fruits." 
Bat,  fay  you,  what  are  their  fruits  by  which  they  may  be 
known  ?  An/tu.  Do  you  fee  any  of  them  filliing  up  and  down 
for  worldly  gain  P  do  you  fee  them  (Irengthening  the  hands 
tfthofe  that  are  pulling  down  the  carved  work  of  rtforma* 
tion,  and  weakening  the  hands  of  tliofe  that  are  minting  to 
build  it  up?  do  you  fee  them  tormented  by  a  tedimony  for 
A^  Lord's  work  in  the  land,  and  Tiding  with  thcfe  that  are 
carrying  on  a  courfe  of  backfliding  ?  do  you  fee  them  encerin|i^ 
any  other  way  than  by  the  door  of  the  houfe  ?  dtpend  upon  it, 
tbey  are  not  the  true  prophets  of  Chrift,  but  inwardly  they  are 
mening  wolVes.  And  therefore  do  not  own  them  as  the  am- 
Voi^UL  K  baffadprs 
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bafladbrs  of  Chrift ;  thtydo  not  carry  Ghrift't  coromiflkmi  and 
therefore,  though  they  (hall  fay,  *<  Lo,  here  is  C3mft,  or  lo^he 
is  there/'  vfhatcver  prctenfions  they  mi^  make  to  the  Spirit 
of  Chrifl,  yet  go  not  after  them,  becaufe  thefe  fruits  are  not 
the  fruits  of  the  faithful  prophets  of  Cbrift's  (ending  i 
and  if  he  never  fent  them,  they  cannot  profit  their  hearerty 
howe? er^  perhaps^  they  may  have  the  art  of  touching  tfaa^ 
imagination,  or  raifing  paffions  unto  firange  and  UQaccountaWo 
effefts^ 


CHRIST  CONSIDERED  AS  THE  KAIL  FASTENED  IN  A 
SURE  PLACE,  BEARING  ALL  THE  GLORY  OF  HIS  FA^ 
THER'S  HOUSE. 

'  '  A    S  E  R  M  O  N 

Preached  at  Stirling,  December  28.  17431  immediately  before 
the  Renovation  of  our  folemn  Covenants,  by  the  Miniftera 
of  the  AiTociate  Prefbjtery.  And  fome  other  Sermon^ 
preached  afterwards  upon  the  fame  fubjeA. 

fsAL.  XX.  5.— i«  the  name  of  our  God  ive  will  fct  up  cyr  . 
banners* 


PREFACE. 

MY  friends,  we  arc  met  together  this  day  about  a  very 
great  and  weighty  work,  namely,  renewing  of  our  folcmn  cove* 
n«nt*engagement8  to  the  Lord,  which,  for  a  great  many  ycara 
back,  have  been  lying  buried  in  obh'vioR,  by  the  generality  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  iand.  Many  grave  flonea  have  been  call  upoa 
them,  fince  they  were  laft  renewed  by  authority  both  civil  and  cc» 
clcfiaftical.  Their  obligation  waa  rcfcinded  by  adl  of  the  Sc6ts  par* 
liamcnt  :  they  were  ignominioufly  burnt  at  Edinburgh,  by  the 
hand  of  the  public  executioner  ;  many  have  fuffercd  upon  fcaffolda 
itnd  |[ibbetS|  in  the  fields  and  cities^  for  alFcrting  the  obligation  of 


ikti  •pvfmti^  .uicr  iamfi  leignt  bcfiivt  the .  Rcn>Iat!(Mi  |  and, 
fiicip  thu  ptnodp  thcf  bate  Uia  miciu«cgk£Led»  to,  mcMSaxt9 
goae  lAtotbodifar  cweh  and  fUtc,  iacoafiftent  viih  •  covcnint* 
cd  irfcwatirtn.  }lo«ei«rt  m,  the  mifuiUra  of che  ASodwu  Prcf* 
'  kftcvyt.vc  tUaday  mat  together,  in  orders  through  grace,  tore* 
Mir  .Ihde  iolcaia  coFenaiitt,1a  a  futtaUeoelii  unto  thie  ctrcnaiftaacet 
irimio  «c  iUad  in  holy  providence,  aad,  m  the  Lord's  ftrength, 
la  Aif  the  ratting  away  the  ftooet  from  the  grave,  in  which  they 
have  btca  Cb  loiig  bpncd*  and  to  bring  them  forth  again  to  the  light. 
We  that  arc  miaiftera  are  only  conceracd  in  the  irork  of  this  day^ 
that  ve  auy,  like  the  he-goats,  lead  the  iray  to  the  JLord's^ock, 
»h0|  I  hope,  in  dne  time  ihali  foUov.  , 

There  are  two  things  which  I  judge  ibmewhat  remarkable,  with 
ydjpeft  to  ike  work  we. have  in  view,  namely,  the  time,  and  the  place 
of  it.  1^,  Aa  lor  the  time,  I  jodge  it  pretty  remarluble,  that  thtt 
Jmc  time  iiiudfad  years,  the  Solemn  League  for  reformation  waa 
Arom  hy  perfinaof  all  ranks  through  the  three  kingdoms  of  Scot- 
had,  En^nd,  and  Ireland ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  of  the  ftrong 
effints  of  hell  and  earth,  Gnce  that  time,  to  have  them  buried  in  ot- 
ter fiknce,  yet  this  day,  Gad,  in  his  adorable  providence,  is  making 
tbele  covenant-engagements  vrith  him  to  peep  from  under  the 
ground.  2dfy^  I  judge  the  place  of  their  begun  reiurredion  fomc- 
what.remarlcable,  oamely,  in  the  town  of  Stirling,  where  that  faith, 
fol  witnefs,  Mr  James  Guthrie,  mfoifUr  of  the  place,  was  ftoned, 
and  otherwlfe  maltreated  and  abufed,  by  a  malignant  party,  for  his 
bithfol  adherence  unto  tlie  covenanted  reformation,  and  who  alfo 
iuffered  mattyrdem  in  the  fame  caufe,  in  the  Grafsmarket  of 
Edinburgh.  And  although  we  be  fhut  out  of  the  lepral  fynagogne 
of  the  place,  have  not  acccfs  to  fpeak  in  the  pulpit  of  that  eminent 
light  of  our  Ifrael,  yet,  it  is  worthy  of  our  obfervation,  that  God 
has,  in  his  holy  providence,  brought  a  place  of  worfliip  out  of  the 
Old  qoany,  where  we  may  worihip  him,  even  in  Stirling,  and  fet  about 
the  renovation  of  our  folemn  covenant-allegiance  Unto  the  exalted 
King  of  Zton. 

Perhaps  fome  nny  fay,  as  in  Neh.  iv.  **  What  will  thefe  feeble 
aObdates  do  ?  will  they  make  an  end  in  a  day  ?  will  they  revive 
the  ftones  out  of  the  heaps  of  the  rubbifh,  which  are  burnt  ?''  I 
anfwer.  It  is  all  one  with  God  to  work  by  many  or  hy  few  ;  by  the 
weak  things  of  the  world,  or  by  the  great  and  mighty,  who  ap- 
peared for  this  caufe  at  our  reformation.  I  reniembcr  s  fcripture 
or  two  that  has  been  comfortable  to  myieif  iince  the  firA  beginning 
of  the  woik  that  God  has  been  employing  us  in  for  fpme  time  paii. 
One  you  have,  Mic  ii.  15.  **  The  Ikeaker  is  come  up  before  them ; 
they  have  broken  up,  and  have  pafled  through  the  gate,  and  are 
^ooe  out  by  it,  and  their  King  (hall  paf^  before  them,  and  the 
Lord  on  the  head  of  them.*'  The  other  is,  Matth.  xxviii.  ult.  be- 
ing Chrift*s  parting  word  of  promife  to  his  difciples  immediately 
before  he  afccndcd  up  on  high,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway  even 

unto 


76  PREFACE. 

UBto  the  end  of  the  world."     In  the  faith  of  his  fiiithfel  mofitf  . 
promife,  though  our  hands  be  weak  and  few,  we  are  to  fet  forwud 
-in  this  great  work.      The  apoftles  were  but  twelve  poor  fiflienneat  ^\ 
fent  oat  to  build  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  to  encounter  bell 
and  earth,  prtnctpalicies  and  powers,  and  the  rulem  of  the  dnrkncft 
of  this  world ;  and  yet,  the  Breaker  going  up  before  theniy  tlie    . 
Jewi(h  oeconomy  is  unhinged,   the  idolatries  of  tlie  Gentile  ntff  ■ 
tioni  fallen  down,  and  the  power  of  the  Roman  empire  ia  made  to 
ftoop  -to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  the  Prince  of  the  kingi  of  the 
earth.  ^  And  what  do  we  know,  but  the  Liord  may  fo  far  counte*  - 
nance  the  fittle  mint  we  are  making  to  own  the  royal  authority  of  • 
Zioo^t  King,  this  day,  as  to  determine  all  the  inhabitants  of  Bri^ 
tain  and  Ireland,  in  his  own  time,  to  do  the  fame,  and  agnin,  like 
Ethiopia,  to  ftretch  out  their  hands  to  God,  and  to  rctom  to  hiinr« 
from  whom  they  have  fe  hx  departed.     His  blcffing  npon  thit  ef« 
fay  will  do  it  effedually  ;  for  <'  his  hand  is  not  fhortened,  thtt  M 
c«nnot  fave  ;  neither  his  ear  heavy,  that  he  cannot  hear/* 


Is.  xxii.  24— 2^//J  they  Jhall  hang  upon  him  all  the  glory  (f  Hi 
Father's  honje^  the  offipr'ing  and  the  iffufj  all  ^ejfels  of  fmmll 
quantity  :  Jrom  the  vejftls  of  cupt^  even  to  all  the  veJfeU  of 
Jlagom* 

THE  FIRST  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

IN  this  chapter,  from  Tcr.  20.  we  have  an  illuflrious  pro» 
phtcy  of  the  kingdom  and  government  of  the  glorious  Mef* 
fiah,  under  the  type  of  Eiiakim's  preferment  and  promotion  in 
the  kingdom  and  government  of  Judah,  as  appears  by  compat- 
ling  ver.  22.  with  Rev.  iii.-y.  where  Chrift  applies  this  paflage 
to  himfclf.  .  More  particularly  we  have, 

1.  Eiiakim's  call  unto  his  honourable  employment,  wherebv 
is  reprefented  Chrift's  call  unto  his  mediatory  work  and  oN 
fice  :  ver.  20.  "  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  I 
will  call  my  ftrvant  Eliakim  thefon  oFHilkiah.  Chrift  did  ndt 
run  unfenr^  like  many  in  our  day,  who  intrude  themfclves  into 
the  office  of  the  miniftry,  If.  xlii.  6.  Meb.  v.  4.  5.  he  did  not 
take  the  honour  unto  himfelf,  but  was  called  of  God,  as  wai 
Aaron. 

2.  We  have  the  badges  of  honour  beflowed  upon  him  in  coq* 
fequence  of  his  call:  ver.  21.  22.  **  And  I  will  clothe  him  with' 
thy  robe,  and  ftrengthen  him  with  thy  girdle,  and  I  will  com- 

mit 
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ikdijLfOfcrniaieiit  into  hit  handt  and'he  (hall  be  a  Either  to 
Ae  inodHcants  of  Jerafalem,  and  to  the  houfe  of  Judah* 
ibal  ihfr  ker  of  the  hbafe  of  David  will  I  lay  upon^  bis  flu>al- 
kiiSohc uaD  open,  and  none  (hall  (but,  and  he  (hall  (hut, 
■id  none  (ball  open.* '  ^  (  c.)  He  is  clothed  with  a  royal  robe. 
SoGtarift it  clodiedt  Rev.i  with  a  garment  dchirn  to  the  foot» 
Ihtt  firtes.CO  oofcr  and  adorn  himfelf  and  all  his  members) 
and  his  robe  is  fo  odorifeionst  with  the  holj  anointing  oil  of 
Ae  Hfliv  Gboftt  that  they  pcrfao^e  the  jfory  palaces,  ?U\. 
ahr.  I*  (2.)  He  is  ftsovthened  with  a  j^ir^le^  a  girdle  of  troth 
sndfcidifolncls'i  1^  is  always  ready  girded  for  the  execution 
of  his  worlkr  {y)  Ho  hath  the  keys  of  the  houfe  committed 
Id  Uas,  and  the  fok  government  %  he  opens,  and  none  (hutst 
ftc  the  keys  of  the  heart,  and  the  keys  of  hell  and  death  are 
iaUshand. 

j.WelwvehisiConfinnation  iq  his  honourable  office  and 
la&on  I  he  if  ^.faftened  as  a  nail  in  a  fure  place  i**  ver.  23^ 
*AttdIwillfii(bnhima8anailinafurepkice,''&c.  Chrift  is 
asiied  01  his  mediatoqr  irork  and  office  by  an  eternal  decreet 
Flal.  ii.  6.  and  by  the  oath  of  God,  Ffal.  ex.  4, ;  and  all  the 
powers  of  hell  and  earth  (hall  never  loofe  this  nail.  Many  at- 
tempts have  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  made  to  1  ^ofe  this 
nail,  but  the  gates  of  hcli  could  never,  and  never  (hall  accom* 
plilh  their  dtfign. 

4.  We  are  here  told  to  what  advantage  he  (hould  difcliarge 

lbs  truft  :  ^  He  (hall  be  for  a  glorious  throne  to  his  Fatlier*8 

houfe.*     Go4  manifcftcd  in  the  flcfti,  or  God  reconciling  the 

world  to  himfelf  in  Chrift,  is  the  throne  of  gr^ce  to  which  we 

are  called  to  come  with  boldnefs,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy, 

and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need :  and  this  may  well  be 

called  aghrioas  throne^  becaufe  there  is,  in  this  difpenfation  of 

pwctf  the  brighteft  difplay  of  the  glory  of  God  ;  the  views  of 

widch  made  the  angels.  If.  vi.  to  cover  their  faces  with  th  ir 

wings,  and,  Luke  ti.  to  tune  their  harps  at  his  incarnation  and 

birth,  crying,  **  Glory  to  God  in  the  highed."     Chrift  is  the 

ornament  of  his  Father's  houfe,  the  brighcncfs  of  his  glory, 

and  the  brighteft  crown  that  ever  adorned  the  human  nature. 

Heaven  and  earth  has  credit  by  him.    Solomon  telU  us,  Pr^v. 

axvi.  6.  tliat  "  he  who  fends  a  meffage  by  the  hand  of  a  fool, 

cutteth  oflFthe  feet,  and  drinketh  damage;"  i.  r.  he  fullies  his 

ovn  charaAer,  ruins  his  bufiaefs,  atid  is  a  reproach  to  him  that 

lent  bim.    But  Chrift,  the  Sent  of  God,  the  great  Apoftle  and 

High  Prieft  of  our  profeflion,  he  managed  the  aft'air  of  redemp. 

Ition,  in  which  he  was  employed,  to  fuch  advantage,  that  all 
parties  concerned  in  his  embaify  to  this  lower  world,  reap  ad- 
nntsge  and  honour  by  him ;  he  reftores  what  he  took  not 
away. 
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ttwify  even  glory  to  Gody  and  {klvation  and  happinefii  to  kft 
mankind.  '         ' 

5.  We  have  Chrift's  pre<eminence  in  God's  familft  and 
the  dependence  of  all  the  domeftics  upon  him:  ver.  I44 
Jb  i  ilajJbM  bang  upon  htm  all  the  ghry  of  his  Father* s  hoiifi%  &c« 
Adhere  we  have,  ift^  The  defignation  given  unto  the  dwrck 
r'  God ;  it  is  called,  <^  The  houfe  of  the  God  and  Father  of 
Ubfift.'*  God  has  a  higher  and  a  lower  houfe.  His  higher 
houfe  is  heaven;  where  is  the  refidence  of  thechurchttiumpb* 
ant,  If.  xiv.  2.  His  lower  ho*.ife  is  the  church  militant:  i  Tim* 
iii.  15.  we  read  <<  of  the  houfe  of  God,  which  is  the  church  of 
the  living  God.**  See  Heb.  iii.  Chrift  was  fent  and  receivcd.^fiii 
for  men,  that  the  Lord  God  might  have  a  houfe  wherein  he  m^  bt 
dwell  with  men,  Ffal.  Ixviii.  18. 

2<i/p,  We  have  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  houfe :  it  it* 
glericuSf  there  is  glorv  in  it:  If.  iv.  5.  where  the  prophetfippdk* 
Jng  of  the  church  of  Chrift  under  the  New  Teftameot,  '^fi^ 
'<  The  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling-phce  of  Moast 
Zion,  and  upon  her  aflembltes,  a  cloud  and  fmoke  by  day,  and  ' 
the  (hining  of  a  flaming  (ire  by  night :  for  upon  all  the  gknrjr 
ihall  be  a  dtfence/K  And  Pfal.  Ixxxvii.  3.  *<  Glorious  things  are 
fpoken  of  thee,  O  city  of  God."  There  is  a  vifiblc  glory  in  Ae' 
church  vifibleyof  which  we  read, Rom.  ix.  4.  **  To  tbembelon^ 
ed  the  adoption,  and  the  glory.  Some  view  of  this  glory  and  ma» 
jefty  made  Balaam,  when  he  faw  the  comely  order  of  the  tents  " 
of  Ifrael  and  God*s  Cent,  or  tabernacle,  in  the  midft  of  thenif 
to  cry  out,  *«  How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob,  and  thy  taber- 
nacles, O  Ifrael  I  The  Lord  his  God  is  with  him."    There  js 
fucha  divine  majefty  in  tlie  church  of  Chrift,  when  her  do£lrine, 
difcipline,  worfhip,  and  government,  is  ordered  .according  t« 
the  pattern  ftiewed  in  the  mount,  and  fo  much  of  a  divine 
luftre,  as  ftrikes  behofders  both  with  terror  and  admiration ;  for 
then  it  is  that  **  (he  looks  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as  the  mooot 
clear  as  the  fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners,''  unto 
all  the  enemie(>  of  Chrift ;  fo  was  it  in  our  own  land,  in  onr 
reforming  period.     And  as  there  is  a  vifible  glory  in  tbe 
church  vifiblc,  fo  there  is  an  invifible  glory  in  the  church  in*   ' 
viiible.     God  ccinmunlcates  fomething  of  the  divine  glory 
and  image  unto  every  one  of  his  children :  "  The  King's  dauffh* 
ter  is  all  glorious  within."  Through  juftifyinj:;  and  fand^ifying 
grace,  they  who  had  •*  lain  among  the  pots,"  become  like  "  the* 
wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  ycU   ' 
low  gold." 

^dfyi  We  have  the  high  and  honourable  ftation  that  Chrift  -. 
hath  in  his  Father's  houfe ;  he  is  the  great  Mafter-houfehoMf 
and  the  whole  family  i6  committed  to  him^  and  is  faid  to  t'  hang  . 
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upon  him  as  a  nail  fattened  in  a  fure  place."  Of  which  more 
afterward. 

4fbly^  We  hare  the  common  confent  of  the  whole  familjr 
unto  his  management ;  They  Jhall  bang  upon  him  all  the  glory^ 
&c. ;  f  •  e.  the  Father  of  the  family,  and  the  whole  offspring  of 
the  bottfcy  concur  amicably  that  he  (hould  have  the  foie  ma- 
nagement. God  the  Father  cries,  *'  He  is  mine  ele£l  in  whom 
my  foul  delighteth ;  and  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  ia 
mighty  %**  and  all  the  family  in  a  day  of  converfion,  having 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Cbriii  darted  into  their  hearts,  unanimoufly  cry,  every  one, 
ApproTe,  approve,  approve  ! 

Sithiy,  Vf^  have  fome  account  of  the  furniture  of  the  houfe^ 
committed  to  the  management  of  the  great  New  Teftamcnt 
Eliakim.  (i.)  The  g/<?ry.  (tJ)  Hht  offspring  and  ijfue.  (3.) 
The  vfffeh  offmall  quantity/from  veffds  of  cttps^  even  to  all  tie 
veffels  of  fiagms.  By  which  we  are  to  underhand  believers^ 
for  they  arc  the  children  of  God,  and  the  feed  of  Chrift  by  rege- 
neration ;  and  likewife  called  vtjfels^  beCaufe  they  are  the  reci- 
pient fubje£ls  of  divine  grace,  which  is  the  wine,  milk,  and 
coney  of  the  houfe.  But  of  thefe  tilings  more  afterward,  if 
the  Lord  will. 

The  doftrine  that  offers  from  the  words  is  this* 
DocT.  **  That  as  the  church  is  the  houfe  of  God,  fo  Chrifl:  \% 
the  foIe  manager  of  it,  and  all  its  concerns  hang  upon  him 
as  upon  a  nail  faftened  in  a  fure  place."  And  thtyjball  hang 
vpcn  him  ell  the  glory ^  &c. 

In  difcourfing  this  doftrine,  throuj;h  divine  afTiftance,  I  in- 
cline to  obfcrve  the  following  method. 

I.  I  would  (hew  that  the  church  is  the  houfe  of  God,  and 
(hew  fomewhat  of  its  glory. 

II.  That  Chrift  is  the  great  manager  of  the  houfe. 

tin.  That  he  is  faftened  in  the  management  like  a  nail  in  a 
fure  place. 
I        IV.  Shew  that  all  its  concerns  hang  upon  him,  a:l  the  p;]ory, 
I     all  the  ofispring,  and  all  the  velFcls  of  a  IcHlt  and  gicjttr 
I     quantity. 

V.  Why  the  management  of  the  houfe  Is  committed  to 
I     him. 
J        VI.  Make  fome  application  and  Improvement  of  the  whole. 

I.  The  jfirft  thing  in  the  method  is,  to  /1::vj  iJ.\U  the  church  is 
the  h*^ufc  of  God. 

This  is  clear  from  the  whole  current  of  frriptur^  ;  I  only 
Quote  two  or  three  texts  to  this  purpoll-.     if.  ii.  2.  3.  whtre 

there 
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there  is  a  prophecy  in  the  church  of  God  in  the  days  of  the 
New  Tcftatnenr,  "  And  it  fliall  come  to  pafs  in  the  lad  days, 
that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord^s  houfe  (hall  be  eftablifhed 
in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  ihall  be  exalted  above  the 
hills  ;  and  all  nations  ihall  flow  unto  it.  And  many  people 
fliall  go  and  fay,  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  to  the  mountain  of  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob,'*  &o.' 
Heb.  iii.  6  Chriil  is  faid  to  be  *^  faithful  as  a  Son  orer  his  own 
houfe;  whofe  houfe  are  we,  if  we  hold  fad  the  confidence,  and 
the  rejoicing  of  the  hope  firm  unto  the  end."  Hcb.  x.  2 1 .  Chrift 
is  called  "  the  high  pricft  over  the  houfe  of  God."  i  Pet.  ii.  5. 
Believers  "  are  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe."  Now,  how  fitly  the 
church  is  called  r he  houfe  of  Gdd,  will  appear  by  the  follow- 
ing particulars. 

1.  He  is  the  founder  pf  the  houfe  :  If.  xiv.  ult.  **  What  (hall 
oneanfwer  the  meiTengers  of  the  nation?  God  hath  founded 
Zion."  And  likff  a  wife  builder,  he  doth  not  lay  his  founda- 
tion upon  the  fand,  but  upon  the  rock,  againft  which  the  gates 
of  heli  (hall  never  prevail.  He  hath  founded  the  earth  upon 
the  feas,  a  flu£tuating  and  unliable  element ;  but  when  he 
builds  a  houfe,  wherein  he  might  dwell  among  men,  he  builds 
it  upon  a  rock,  and  upon  the  holy  mountain  of  the  dirine 
perfections  as  they  are  manifeded  in  Cbri(l.  And  as  he  lays 
the  foundation,  fo  he  rears  up  the  fuper(lru£ture.  It  is  God 
that  doth  build  up  Jcrufalem  ;  he  it  is  that  digs  the  (lones  oiit 
of  nature's  quarry,  and  joins  them  to  the  foundation  chat  he 
hath  laid  in  Zion. 

2.  He  is  the  purchafer  of  the  houfe  ;  he  hath  bought  it  with 
tn  immenfe  fum,  not  of  fiiver  and  gold,  but  with  the  red  gold 
of  the  blood  of  his  eternal  Son,  Ads  ix.  28.  1  Pet.  i.  18.  19. 
All  the  vaft  fums  expended  in  building  the  temple  of  Solomon 
were  but  a  mere  trifle  in  comparifon  of  what  was  laid  out  19, 
the  purchafe  of  the  New  Tellament  church. 

3.  Having  purchaf^d  the  houfe*,  it  follows  that  he  is  thefole 
proprietor  of  it,  and  of  every  thing  in  it  or  about  it :  "  The 
Lord's  portion  is  his  people;  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  hisinheritance." 
His  treafure,  his  peculiar  treafure,  is  kept  here  :  Here  he  hath 
his  jewels,  his  crown  ami  diadem  :  "Thou  (halt  be  a  crown 
of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the 
hand  of  thy  God."  l  ho  houfe,  1  fay,  and  all  its  valuable  fur- 
niture, are  his  property. 

4.  It  is  fitly  called  his  houfe,  bccaufe  here  he  hath  his  abode 
and  rtfidtncc ;  he  fhcws  himfelf  prefent  in  his  church,  both  in 
a  fymbolicrtl,  gracious,  and  providential  way  :  Pfal.  cxxxii. 
13.  14.  "  I'hc  Lord  hath  cholcn  Zion  :  he  hath  defired  it  for 
his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft  for  ever :  here  wiii  I  dwell,  foT 
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I  bare  defired  it.''  Thus  you  fee  that  the  church  is  a  houfe^ 
^^whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God." 

And  hence  it  naturally  follows,  as  is  here  fuppofed,  that  it 
muft  be  a  rery  glorious  ftru^urc.  The  pl.m  oi  it  w.*s  liid 
by  Infinite  Wifdom  from  all  eternity  :  Prov.  ix.  i.  "  Wifaom 
hath  buildcd  her  houfe,  (he  hath  hrwn  out  her  feven  pillars." 
There  being  a  joint  concurrence  of  all  the  three  p^rfons  of  the 
glorious  Trinity,  it  muft  needs  be  a  confummate  piece  of  woik« 
manfliip. 

I  give  you  at  prefcnt  a  little  glimpfe  of  the  glory  of  this  houfe 
in  a  few  particulars,  bccaufe  I  may  have  occafion  afterwards* 
if  the  Lord  will,  to  infill  on  thefe  at  greater  length,  when  I 
come  to  (hew  how  all  the  glory  hangs  upon  the  Nail  f aliened 
in  a  fare  place. 

f  •  The  foundation  of  the  houfe  is  glorious  ;  the  (tones  are 
laid  with^tr  ctdoun^  and  its  foundations  with  Jappbires.  When 
God  is  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  church,  he  invites  all  the 
world  to  come  and  behold  its  glory:  If.  xxviii.  i6.  **  Thus  faith 
the  Lord  God^  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation,  a  ftone^ 
a  tried  (lone,  a  precious  corner-done,  a  fure  foundation." 
This  foundation  is  none  other  than  Chrifl,  the  brightnefs  of 
the  Father's  glory,  as  the  apoflle  Paul  declares,  i  Cor.  iii.  1 1  • 
''  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid,  which 
15  Jefus  Chrilt."  Such  is  the  glory  of  the  foundation,  that  it 
tranfmits  a  divine  glory  upon  all  the  inhabitantSj  all  the  vefTcls 
of  the  houfe. 

2.  The  form  of  the  houfe  is  glorious,  when  moulded  accord- 
ing to  the  pattern  (hewed  in  the  mount  of  divine  revelation. 
A  houfe  muft  needs  have  a  form  ;  to  deny  this  is  to  make  ir 
like  the  primitive  chaos,  Gen.  i.  2.  "  without  form,  and  void.'* 
The  Old  Teftament  church  had  a  certam  form  both  of  doc-' 
trine,  wor(hip,  difciplinc,  and  government ;  much  mors  mult 
the  New  Trftamcnt  church,  confidering  that  the  whole  Mo- 
faic  occonomy  was  but  like  a  potch  to  lead  the  world  in  to 
the  greater  glory  of  the  New  Teftament  difpenfation.  This  the 
apoftle  argues  at  length,  2  Cor.  iii.  from  ver.  7.  to  the  clofe. 
Of  this  form  of  the  houle  the  prophet  lizekiel  fpeaks  as  a  thing 
Hioft  facred,  chap,  xliii.  lo^  11.  *'  Thou  fon  of  man,  fliew  the 
houfe  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  that  they  may  be  afhamed  of  their 
iniquities^  and  let  them  meafure  the  pattern.  And  if  they  be 
a(hamed  of  all  that  they  have  done,  ihew  them  the  form  of 
the  houfe,  and  the  fa(hton  thereof,  and  the  goings  out  there* 
of,  and  the  comings  in  thereof,  and  all  the  forms  thercot,  and 
all  the  ordinances  thereof,  and  all  the  forms  thereof,  ar.d  ail 
the  laws  thereof:  and  write  it  in  their  fight,  that  they  may 
keep  the  whole  form  thereof,  and  all  tjie  ordinances  rhercoi, 
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and  do  them/'  Where  you  fee  that  the  form  and  faOiion  ofl 
the  church  of  the  New  Teftamcnt,  among  the  Gentile  nations,* 
is  reckoned  by  God  fuch  a  facred  thing,  and  of  fo  great  im- 
portance, that  the  prophet,  and  conftquently  all  minifletsof- 
Chrift:,  are  commanded  exprefsly  to  (hew  the  form  and  fafhioa 
of  it,  from  the  pattern  defcribed  in  the  mount  of  divine  reve« 
lacion ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  write  it  in  a  book,  that  they 
may  keep  the  whole  form  thereof,  and  all  the  ordinances 
thereof,  and  do  them.  I  do  not  know  if,  in  any  nation  under 
heaven,  this  precept  has  been  more  literally  and  exprefsly 
.  obeyed  and  fulfilled.  The  form  of  doflrine,  and  of  found 
words,  is  drawn  out  of  the  fcriptures,  in  the  Confeflion  of 
Faith  i  the  form  of  worfhip,  in  the  dire^ory  for  the  public  wor- 
fhip  of  God  through  the  three  kingdoms  ;  the  form  of  church 
government,  the  ordination  of  minilters,  and  books  of  difcipUne, 
all  drawn  out  of  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  and  written  or  print- 
ed in  a  book,  and  the  whole  land  brought  under  the  bond  of 
a  folemn  covenant  to  obferve  and  do  accordingly  ;  which  to* 
venant  we  that  are  miniders  are  about  to  renew  this  day. 
And  feeing  this  is  the  cafe,  what  fliall  we  think  of  the  do£lrin9 
/  of  Mr  George  White  field,  who  lately  traverfcd  up  and  down 
•  the  land  with  fo  great  applaufe  and  difieminate  his  latitudina- 
xian  principles,  as  if  the  church  of  Chrift  had  no  form  of  go* 
vernment  eftablifhed  by  Chrift,  and  therefore  non-efTential, 
and  a  matter  of  indiflference  whether  the  church  of  Chrift  bo 
of  the  Epifcopal,  Prefbyterian,  or  PopiQi  form,  providing  tha( 
people  were  acquainted  with  the  eflentials  of  Chriftianity,and 
were  good  men  in  the  main  ?  All  this  poifonous  doftrine  he 
hath  propagate  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  advancing  a 
catholic  love  and  communion  among  good  men  of  all  denomi* 
nations.  Who  does  not,fee  this  to  be  a  battery  raifed  againft  the 
covenanted  form  of  doftrine,  difcipline,  worfhip,  and  govern- 
ment pf  the  church  of  Chrift  in  the  three  kingdoms,  and  par- 
ticularly  the  laft,  viz.  the  Preibyterian  form  of  government  ? 
which  yet  is  fo  clearly  founded  upon  the  word  of  God^  that 
when  the  articles  oF  government,  and  the  fcriptures  that  fup« 
port  them,  were  read  to  him  (Mr  Whiteficld)  by  a  company 
of  minifters  here  prcfent,  be  had  not  a  mouth  to  obje^ 
againft  any  one  of  them.  And  yet  how  lamentable  is  it  to 
fee  fuch  a  number  of  profcflfed  Prtlbytcrian  minifters,  and 
others,  blown  away  from  their  covenanted  Pren)yterian  prin- 
ciples, into  the  Itttitudinarian  and  fefibarian  camp,  by  the 
breath  of  ah  Englifh  prteft,  whom  they  took  into  fuU  church 
communion  with  them  ?  No  wonder  though  they  were  left 
to  adopt  that  awful  deluhon  that  has  followed  upon  his  mini- 
itrations  in  this  land,  agreeable  unto  the  threatening  denoun- 
ced 


bien  (he  ts  carrying  onlin  oppofition  to  folemn  covenants 
»rmaticn.  The  walls  and  ramparts  of  Prefbyterian 
government  have  endured  many  a  blaft  of  the  wind  of 
;hi5  land,  and  no  wonHcr)  bccaufe  k  is  founded  upon 

and  I  make  no  doubt  bet  it  fliallAand  this  efibfC  of 
s  of  heH  alfo.  The  form  of  the  hoofe  of  God,  1  fay, 
iu«|  -ts  M  the  form  of  every  wofk  -ol  hie  hand.  And 
«  let  us  ftiil  <'  walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about 
1  OMA'ber  towers  add  bulwarks^  that  we  may  tell  it,'' 
f  of  teftimony  and  folemn  covenantingt  M  unto  the  ge«- 
it  following  $  for  this  God/'  who  has  fet  up  the  towers 
b  of  his  cfaovch  among  us,  ''  is  our  God  in  covenant 

and  ever,  and  he  will  be  our  guide  even  unio  death," 
mi;  M  the  dofe. 

lie  door  or  entry  of  the  houfe  is  glorious.  And  if  you 
bait  is  die  door  of  the  church  vifible  or  invifible  i    I 

Chrift  asfwers  the  queftion,  John  x.  o.  '*  I  am  the 
vf  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  ihall  be  (aved,  and  (hall 
id  out,  and  find  pafture?'  This  is  the  gate  of  God, 
e  juft  (ball  enter  in ;  and  by  it  the  fmner  may  enter 

become  juft :  no  iboner  doth  he  enter  this  door  by 
lul  he  b  clothed  with  the  garment  of  faitation,  and 
1  with  the  beft  robe  of  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of 

yea,  becomes  the  righteeufnefe  of  God  in  him,  he  be- 
le  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  unto  every  one  that 

be  pillars  of  the  houfe  are  glorious:  Prov.  ix.  i.  "  Wif- 
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i-r  •_*  f-— 1_  T  i?  c-;:.  inc  have  irl  owJiipone  with  another. 
Drrj::.  FCi..  .xxi:*-.  crl=-  ::.:•  **Howaa;ablc  are  thy  tibcTp 
rjirlr^  O  Lcri  :x  hr ".-  Os-  day  in  thy  couns  it  better 
z'zass,  a  Tbc^»M.7.c. :  I  bul  r«i>.i:r  be  a  dGor-keeper  io  thy  honfef 
ilxa  cwx..  IO  ths  :£n:i  ci  'In"  And  when  he  was,  thnwi^ 
ibr  fiTT  r:  "^la.,  lai  ctr.er  pm"- ca:iR?CDennies,  driven  to  the 
w^ii-Tjr  J.-  -  ; -'iea,  and  I'o  r!cpnr=d  of  acctfs  to  tbcfe  frallc- 
f3«  o:  u-c  K.rj:  :f  £"?tt,  where  he  ufed  to  enjoy  communion 
irr::  l".:-r.  hew  dr:h  h  *  bear:  and  flclh  cry  out  after  the  living 
Gc-d  :  F.'«  -xii.  2r.z  Pui.  xlii.  And  they  that  have  David'i 
ex7<:L:rce  c-f:w.k}s.L;p  with  God  in  his  ordinances,  will  be 
ie»j«  :o  IaX  v'.ih  hiss,  **  1  lore  the  habitation  of  thy  houfe,  and 
Mr  rlace  lahrr?  thine  hor.  oar  dwdlcth.* 

N^  :c  zr.^:t-.p.y  piric^^lars,  ali  the  offsprinir  of  the  hoafc  are 
pfOnzui:  *'  TL;  King*>  diu^hter  is  all  glorious  within;  her 
<ij^.^^  i»  cf  wrougr.t  ecld."     The  fervanis  of  the  houfe  an 
£  ^ri^.:^  ia  the  ere  ot  the  church  :  *^  How  beautiful  upon  the . 
m-c^  :H::»  zre  liic  fcti  of  them  that  preach  the  gofpdof^ 

^..ws  I  !.ivf  ziren  yoj  a  (hort  hint  concerning  this  honiie 
'*r.'.  ::>  t:--r«  ;  :::i:heT  iime  nor  itren^th  will  allow  me  to  go  Oft 
c  •  ;l.r  cri.fr  pim^ulars  prcpofrd  in  [he  profecutionof  thccloo> 
ir.a^.  a:.d  il\zzticrc  muil  re/ex  thenr.  till  God  (hall  give  another 
vrjii'on  :  irl  bccaalc  the  prcai  wcrk  of  the  day  is  before  0% 
::.i:.;.rf  I  .V,u:  up  at  preicr.t  with  two  or  three  inference! 
xr.r.  :r.;!  :^\:  i:i»i  doclr.r.;. 

I.  .^ic  .:r:-.c:  wh-.t  happy  and  privileged  perfons  beGeiC*^ 
i-w,  wi.o  ifw*  the  ci7*piir|;  and  iiTuc  of  this  family,  being boio; 
.•i  vJ*:-^:,  ii^i  h^V4.  g  a  nan-.c  and  a  p!acr  in  his  houfe,  evcnaft^ 
<:^.-;rr;ii\inj:  naxe  which  lhj!l  never  be  cut  off.  O,  fays  Dii* 
*  S  "  licurd  ;rc  ::  y  that  dwell  in  thy  houfe,  for  they  SIC; 
u.M  ;>r*irr^  :hj.-.  H^ppy  an  ihou,  O  Ifracl :  who  islikefuA- 
io  ::.re,  •,)  people  uvcd  by  the  Lord  I"  Only  let  it  bf  !©• 
ir.e  v.^c  Ti .:.  :h.  re  i>  a  cre^t  difference  between  a  free-born  fo% 
-r.^  a  l'.rv.:i::  in  t^,:  houfe,  who  is  working  for  his  fjwfiil 
wj^e- ;  lor  il.e  fo::  abiieth  ia  the  houfe  for  ever,  but  the  fe^ 
%  .:;:  i:  :c:;n  .'uv  i>  turned  to  the  door.  There  is  a  di/iterenct 
bciw^e-.i  i  coming  ir.to  ihe  houf^  for  awhile,  and  a  being 
p.-k:;:rd  th^rre  by  r»-j:eneration ;  for  *'  they  that  are  planted  !• 
the  i.ouie  or  ::;c  Lcr.i,  ih^ii  flourilh  in  the  courts  of  our  God|' 
k\c.  :  iiiTv  ^re  tnt  ircis  ot  lightcoufQcfs,  the  plantirg  of  the 
Lo.\:,  ::i  whor.;  he  w:l.  be  gloridcd. 

:  .>«ee  what  a  .iau^eious  rilk  they  run  who  do  injury  to  this 
hcuie  ;  ir.ilead  ci  i>u..d'iu^-  the  houfe  of  God,  do  their  utmoft 
to  pui;  i:  v'o*  p.,  a:^v:  raze  It  to  the  foundaiion.  There  are  a 
goicraiio*  ot  men  iu  our  dav,  who  turn  the  houfe  of  Chrift'i 

•  r.ubeT 


ith  axes  aiid  hammers,  to  break  down  the  carved  work 
mation,  which,  by  the  authority  and  oath  of  God,  wc 
nd  to  maintain,  preferve,  and  defend.  Well^  but  ihall 
vays  trample  on  the  divine  authorityi  and  break  God's 
It,  and  efcape  i  No,  they  (hall  not,  fays  Godj  Ezek. 
•  Jerufalem  will  yet  be  a  burdenfome  ftone ;  and  tht 
sue  of  the  corneri  which  chey  rejeA,  will  in  the  event 
wj  upon  their  heads,  and  grind  them  to  powder,  jZedu 
•3«  PfaL  it.  1—4.  Dan;  ii.  44.  45.  &c* 
Cbrift  he  the  fole  manager  of  his  Father's  houfej  and 
i  the  glory  of  it  hang  upon  him  ?  then  it  ill  becomes 
wned  head  to  wear  the  jewel  «f  fupremacy  in  and  over 
rch,  which  is  the  houfe  of  the  living  God,  (avehe  only 
Bod  hath  anointed  King  over  his  holy  hiU  of  Zion^ 

Sy  or  Antichrift,  pretended  to  this  fupremacy ;  and 
ig  Henry  Vlll.  of  England-  renounced  the  Pope's 
kioni  he  took  that  jewel  of  the  crown  of  Chrift,  andfiet 
s  own  crown,  and  got  himfelf  proclaimed  head  in  all 
not  only  civil,  but  eccleGaftic,  and  t^e  oath  of  fupre- 
npofed  in  confequence  thereof  upon  the  fubjefls  of 
if  and  there  it  (lands  to  this  day.  This  fupremacy,  at 
^oration  of  King  Charles,  was  extended  to  Scotland, 
.  abfolute  power  granted  to  the  king,  to  mould  the 
of  Chrift  according  to  his  pleafure.  Upon  which,  con- 
>  the  oath  of  God,  lying  upon  himfelf  and  the  whole 
lie  whole  covenanted  work  of  reformation  from  1638, 
t  obligation  of  our  folemn  covenants  for  reformation. 
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mony,  and  ourr  folemn  covenants  for  reformation,  in  utter 
filence  and  oblivion.  However,  God,  who  takes  the  wife  in 
their  own  craftinefs,  and  turns  the  counfel  of  the  ftx>ward 
headlong,  has,  in  his  over-ruling  providence,  raifed  up  that 
teftimonf,  aiid  a  judicatory  upon  the  footing  of  the  covenant* 
cd- reformation,  who  are  this  day  met  together,  on  defign  to 
r^ive  and  renew  ouf  covenant-allegiance  unto  the  exalted 
Sing  of  Zion,  after  the  exam  pie  of  our  worthf  forefathers,  ami 
the  precedents  thereof  which  (land  upon  record  in  fcfiptuf^, 

fBrticularty,  Dent.  xxix.  lo — 16.  Neh.  ix.  38.  But  thefe  things 
:cannct4nfift  upon  at  prefent. 

I'(ba41  only  idd  another  inference  from  the  text,  though  I 
htfVe  not  yet  inCifted  on  the  do^rina!  part  from  which  it  flows. 
Is  it  fo,  thist'all  the  glory  of  the  houfe  of  God,  the  offspring, 
iflue,  and  all  the  vefiels  of  the  houfe,  hang  upon  Chrift,  as  up* 
§n  a  hail  faftined  iH  a  fun  place?  This  ferves  to  (hew  where 
the  ftrcfs  of  our  covcnantmg  in  a  way  of  duty  doth  lie,  name- 
ly, upon  the  great  Manager  :  for  without  him,  we  can  do  no- 
thing, and  without  faith  in  him  and  a  fmgle  dependence  up- 
on him,  it  is  impotTible  to  pleafe  God  \  he  is  the  ftrength  of 
Ifrael,  and  the  horn  of  falvation,  upon  whom  all  our  engage- 
ments to  duty  muft  hang.  And  therefore  let  us  fet  abcfot 
this  work  with  the  eye  of  faith  (ixed  upon  him,  as  the  gk> 
ry  of  our  ftrength,  faying  with  David,  "  We  will  go  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord  God,  making  ment-on  of  his  nghteouf* 
nefs,  even  of  his  only."  But  neither  time  nor  ftrength  al- 
lows me'to  go  farther  at  prefent.  The  Lord  blefs  what  has 
been  faid. 


The  author  oot  having  time  or  ftrength  to  overtake  the  maio  purpoicrs 
of  the  text  in  his  firfl  ciilbourfc,  and  confickring,  that,  through  the  di- 
vine bltHing,  his  other  difcourfes  on  that  ftibjedl  may  be  edifying  to  the 
t>ody  of  Chi  lit,  faeconfcntcd  to  their  being  tranfcribcd  alfo  ^m  his 
notes  for  the  preft. 

Stirling,  April  a;, 

iTi-t.  E.  E. 


If. 
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Is.  xxu.  24. — ^nd  they  fimtt  hang  upon  him  all  tie  ghrj  of  hU 
Fatbef's  boufej  the  of  springs  and  the  \jfu$^  aU  vejels  of  fmall 
quantity :  from  the  vejpls  of  cups^  even,  to  all  the  vejftls  of 
JIagom* 

THE  SECOND  8ERMQN  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

HAVING  difcourfed  the Jirft  general  head  in  the  proC:ca« 
tion  of  the  do^krine,  1  proceed  now  to, 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to  Jbenv^  that  as 
the  church  is  the  houfe  ofGed^fo  Chrift  is  conftitute  the  great  Ma»^ 
nager  of  his  Fathee^s  heufii  all  the  concerns  of  it  are  committed  to 
lis  care*  There  is  nothing  clearer  than  this  from  the  fcrip« 
tJifes  of  trath.  li.  ix.  6.  '^  Unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us 
a  fon  is  given,  and  the  government  (hall  be  upon  his  ihoulder.'^ 
Mic.  V.  2.  '*  Out  of  Bethlehem  Ihall  he  come  forth  unto  me, 
that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Ifrael  :  whofe  goings  forth  have  beea 
from  of  old,  from  everlafting."  But  this  will  be  farther  cleared 
^1  the  induAion  of  the  following  particulars. 

I.  In  the  council  of  peace,  from  eternity,  he  was  chofcn  to 
be  the  builder  of  the  houfe.  It  was  enaded  at  that  council- 
table,  from  eternity,  as  in  Zech.  vi.  12.  13.  ^*  Behold,  the  man 
whofe  name  is  the  Branch,  he  (hall  grow  up  out  of  his  place^ 
and  he  (ball  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  bear  the  glory, 
and  fit  and  rule  upon  his  throne."  As  by  him,  who  is  the 
wifdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  GoJy  he  brought  a  beauti- 
ful world  out  of  the  barren  womb  of  nothing ;  fo  by  him  he 
rears  up  a  beautiful  habitation  for  himfelf  among  rnen,  out  of 
the  vileit  of  materials,  which  were  good  for  nothing  but  to  be 
faggots  for  the  fire  of  hell. 

2^  As  he  is  the  builder,  fo  he  is  the  Father,  and  the  ever* 
lafling  Father  of  the  fanuly  ;  If.  ix.'  6.  "  His  name  fliall  be 
called,  The  cvcrlafting  Father."  The  firil  Adam  was  but  a 
(hort- lived  father  unto  his  family;  although  he  livtrd  a  long 
natural  life,  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years,  yet  he  foon  died 
as  a  covenant*head,  and  left  his  family  like  a  company  of  fa- 
therlefs  orphans  call  out  to  the  open  field,  without  a.iy  eye  to 
pity  them  among  men  or  angels.  But  when  Got',  in  his  infi- 
nite love,  is  to  take  up  a  new  family  amon;^  the  foiiS  of  men^ 
he  providfesalfoa  new  F«iiher,  an  everlaftin^^  I  aihcr,  for  them, 
God  had  promifcd  to  his  btloved  Son  a  fceci  to  fcrve  him, 
Tul.  xxii.  and  that  he  ihuuld  l-.e  his  fjcd  i    and  that  they 

might 
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might  never  more  be  orphans  again,  he  conftitutes  his  owit 
Son,  the  Son  of  his  love,  God  blefled  for  ever,  to  be  their 
eTeriafting  Father,  and  through  him  the  Father  of  Chtift  be- 
d^mes  their  Father  alfo. 

3.  He  is  the  great  Oracle  and  Counfellor  of  the  houfe :  If. 
i^  6.  **  Hi^  name  (ball  be  called  the  wonderful  Counfellor.'' 
And  O  what  happinefs  is  it  to  the  olFspring;  and  iflue,  that  thej 
have  fuch  a  Counfellor  to  go  to  in  all  their  perplexing  cafes, 
who  hath  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  hid  in 
him,  and  therefore  can 'never  give  the  counfel  that  caufeth  to 
err  I  There  is  no  fearching  out  of  his  underftanding  \  he  waa 
never  bemifted,  or  nonplufled,  with  difBcult  cafes ;  yeSi,  he  ist 
both  by  office  and  promife,  engaged  to  lead  the  blind  in  the 
way  they  know  not,  to  make  darknefs  light  before  them,  and 
crooked  things  ftraight.  The  faith  of  this  made  David  fin?, 
Pfal.  Izxiii.  24.  **  Thou  wilt  guide  me  by  thy  counfel,  and  af- 
terward thou  flialt  bring  me  to  thy  glory.'* 

4.  He  18  the  great  Prieft  over  the  noufe,  Heb.  x.  21.  As  the 
high  prieft  under  the  law  was  over  the  temple,  fo  Chrift  is 
tfie  great  High  Prieft  over  the  houfe  of  God,  and  as  fuch  he  19 
entered  within  the  vail  of  the  vifible  heavens,  to  appear  in  the 
prefence  of  God  for  us,  to  reprefent  our  perfofis,  and  to  of- 
fer up  the  prayers  of  the  church  with  the  much  incenfe  of 
his  interceffion. 

'  5.  He  is  the  great  Lord-treafurer  of  the  houfe  ;  yet,  he 
fiimfelf  is  the  treafury  of  the  houfe*,  for  '*  it  hath  pleafed  the 
Father,  that  in  him  (hould  all  fulnefs  dwell,  that  out  of  hit 
fulnefs  we  all  might  receive  grace  for  grace."  As  all  the 
ftores  of  Egypt  were  in  the  hand  of  Jofeph,  fo  all  the  ftores 
of  grace  are  in  the  hand  of  our  Jefus.  The  whole  bleffings 
and  gifts  of  the  covenant  of  grace  lie  ready  in  his  hand  for 
the  ufe  of  the  offspring ;  and  whenever  the  children  or  fer« 
vants  of  the  houfe  want  furniture,  either  for  work  or  war- 
fare, they  have  no  more  ado  but  to  come  unto  him  for  it, 
and  whoever  comes  unto  him,  he  will  in  no  wife  caft  out. 
For, 

6.  He  is  the  great  Lord-fteward  or  Difpenfer  of  the  houfe  ; 
it  is  he  that  gives  the  offspring  and  ifTue  their  food  in  due  fea- 
fon  ;  there  is  not  a  crumb  of  the  children's  bread  but  pafles 
through  his  hand,  and  his  very  hand  perfumes  the  food  to  the 
true-born  children  of  the  family,  for  his  fingers  drop  fwcet^ 
fmclling  myrrh ;  and  whenever  they  get  a  meal  from  him, 
theiv  hearts  are  fo  cheered  with  it,  that  they  are  ready  to  Cngi 
as  B^ph.  i.  3.  '*  HleiTcd  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Je- 
fus Chrift,  who  hath  bleiTcd  us  with  all  fpiritual  blelBngs  in 
Chrift  Jefus." 

2  7.  He 


Chrift  eot^iered  as  the  Nailfafiined  in  a  fun  Place^  istc.  89 

7.  He  16  the  Lawgiver  of  the  houferlf.  Iv.  4.  "  I  will  give  him 
for  a  commander  to  the  people/'     Which  may  be  undcrftood 
not  onlf  in  a  military  but  forenfic  fenfe,  becaufe  all  the  laws 
of  a  God-Creator  are  iflued  to  the  offspring  of  the  family 
through  him ;  for  ''  we  are  not  without  law  to  God,  but  we 
we  are  under  the  Taw  to  Chrift  ;"  and  as  fuch,  all  the  children 
of  the  houfe  cry  out  with  one  confent,  [f.  xxxiii.  ^a.  ^' The  Lord 
is  our  judge,  the  Lord  is  our  king,  the  Lord  is  our  lawgiver/' 
Or,  as  it  is  in  the  Hebrew,  <'  our  ftatute  maker  i"*  and  this  is 
it  that  makes  the  law  to  the  believer  a  law  of  love,  and  a  law 
of  liberty ;  **  his  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  light  \  and  his 
commandments  are  not  grievous ;"  the  love  of  Chrid  con- 
ftrains  them  to  obey,  and  run  like  the  chariots  of  a  willing 
people."    So  I  fay,  he  is  the  Lawgiver  of  the  houfe,  and  we 
that  are  rainifters  are  exprefsly  ordered  to  <<  go  and  teach  all 
nations,  to  obferve  and  do  whatfoever  he  has  commanded  us,"* 
Matth.  xxviii.  at  the  clofe.    And  therefore,  whatever  miniftcrs 
or  church-officers  teach  or  a£l  in  the  houfe  of  God,  that  is  in- 
confident  with  his  orders,   they  havvr  him  to   reckon  with. 
And  what  fort  of  a  reckoning  they  will  meet  with,  at  the  co- 
ming of  the  great  Mailer,  fee  Luke  xii.  45 — 47,  "  But  and  if 
that  fervant  fay  in  his  heart,  My  lord  delayeth  his  coming  ; 
and  ihall  begin  to  beat  the  men  fervants,  and  maidens,  and  td 
eat  and  drink,  and  to  be  drunken  :  the  lord  of  th.it  fervant  will 
come  when  he  lookech  not  for  him,  and  at  an  hour  when  he 
is  not  aware,  and  will  cut  him  in  funder,  and  will  appoint 
him  his  portion  with  the  unbelievers.     And  that  fervant^ 
which  knew  his  lord's  will,  and  prepared  not  himfelf,  nei- 
ther did   according  to  his  will,  (hall  be  beaten  with  many 
aripes/' 

IIL  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was,  io  Jhew  that  Chrift 
is  fixed i  in  thi  management  of  the  houfe  of  God ^  as  a  nail  in  afure 
pUce.     This  will  appear,  if  we  confider, 

I.  That  there  is  an  irreverfabie  decree  pafled  in  heaven  for 
it,  that  he  fhould  be  the  fole  manager  and  governor  of  the 
houfe:  Pfal.  ii.  6.  7.  "  I  will  declare  the  decree:  the  L  )rd 
hath  faid  unto  me.  Thou  art  mine  only  Son,  this  day  have  I 
begotten  thee.  I  have  fet  or  anointed  him  King  in  my  holy 
hill  of  Zion."  And  therefore  they  who  go  about  to  dethrone 
him,  as  head  and  King  of  Zion,  or  to  invade  his  fovereignty^ 
as  fome  have  done  of  late,  they  make  but  as  vain  an  attempt^ 
as  one  who  with  his  hand  attempts  to  remove  mountains  of 
brafs  ;  yea,  thefe  mountains  of  brafs,  I  mean  the  divine  pur- 
pofe  edablifhing  Chrid's  government,  will  cruib  and  grind 
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them  to  powder  in  the  iflue^  however  light  an  account  they 
make  of  it  at  prcfenf. 

iw  He  i«  fixed  in*  the  ad minift ration  of  the  houfe^  with  the 
fotemnity  of  a  covenant  tranfaflion  :  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  3.  *•  I  Have 
made  a  covenant  with  mychofcn  :— Thy  throne  (hall  be  efta- 
blilhed  for  ever."  In  the  council  of  peace,  between  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  it  was  concluded,  agreed,  and  finiilly  ended, 
that  the  Son  of  God  ftiould  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for 
ever ;  and,  for  farther  fecurity,  this  is  lecorded  in  the  volume 
of  God'tJ  book; 

3.  With  the  folcmnity  of  an  oath  taken  by  die  great  Jehcv 
v^H.  This  is  one  of  the  immutable  things  wherein  it  is  im*- 
poffible  for  God  to  lie:  Pfai.  Ixxxix.  4*  "  <3nce  have  I  fwornr 
to  build  up  thy  throne,  and  perpetuate  thy  feed."  And  if 
God  hath  intcrpofed  his  oath,  aH  controverfy  (hould  be  at  an 
end  about  Chriil's  fupremacy  in  the  houfe  of  God. 

4.  In  his  oath  he  pledges  the  brightcft  jewel  of  the  crown 
of  Heaven,  the  mod  dazzling  pcrfeftion  of  his  nature :  "  I 
h^ve  fworn  by  nrty  holinefs,-  I  will  not  lie  unto  David,"  &c. 
He  will  as  fcon  ceafe  to  be  a  holy  God^  as  fuflpcr  his  Son's 
authoriy  in  his  houfe  to  be  overturnedr 

5.  He  is  fixed  in  the  management  by  a  folemn  call  and  !»• 
f  eftiture  :  **  1  th^  Lord  have  called  thee,"  If.  xlii.  6.  Hcb.  v. 
4.  he.  was  **  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron."  And  as  for  hiS' 
inauguration  in^o  his  mediatory  offices  of  Prophet,  Prlcft^and 
King  of  his  clujrch,  w^:  read  of  it  in  the  context ;  and  Matth. 
iii.  at  the  clofe,  when  the  heavens  were  opened,  a  voice  heard 
from  the  excellent  glory,  **  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 
am  well  pleafed  -,"  and  the  Spirit,  at  the  fame  time,  defcend- 
ing  upon  him  in  the  likenefs  of  a  dove. 

6.  He  is  fixed  in  the  [government  by  an  a£lual  poflcflion  of 
the  throne,  he  is  fit  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majcfty  on 
high :  Pfal.  ex.  i.  "The  Lord  fiid  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou 
at  my  right  hand,  until  [  make  thine  enemies  thy  footftool." 
See  this  adlually  fultilled,  Phil.  ii.  9 — 1 1.  *«  Wherefore  God 
alfo  h.uh  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  which 
is  above  every  nnme :  that  at  the  nan\e  of  Jefus  every  knee 
iliould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  inearth,  and 
thinj;i  undef  the  eaiih  ;  and  that  every  tongue  (hould  confeif, 
that  Jfcfus  ChrHl  is  Lord,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  hie  cttitiai 
Father."  . 

7.  He  is  fixed  in  the  government  of  the  church,  by  a  com- 
plete victory  over  all  his  and  his  church's  enemies,  fo  that 
none  of  them  are  capable  to  give  him  the  le-^A  difturbance* 
The  head  of  the  Old  ferpent  is  bruifed,  Gn,  that  firft-born  of 
the  devil,  is  finilhed,  and  tranfjircflioa  ended,  the  worM  is 
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orercomci  death  is  unftinged^  the  curfe  of  the  broktrn  law  is 
aholifhed,  torn»  and  dif^nnulied,  hell  and  death  bound  and  call 
into  the  lake  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimftonc. 

Thu6  you  fee  that  our  great  Immanuel  is  fixed  in  the  go« 
Ttmment  of  his  Father's  houfe,  like  a  nail  fafttned  in  a  .f ure 
place. 

IV.  The  firifti  thing  in  the  method  was,  lojhew  that  the 
'OthcU  boufi^  with  ail,  its  apurtenanceSy  hang  or  dipend  upon  this 
Ueffid  nail  that  is  frftenedin  a  f ure  plate.  I  fliall  con  lint:  my- 
fdt  to  tlic  text)  and  there  we  lind  three  thini^s  mentioned, 
that  are  {aid  to  hang  upon  our  bleHcd  £U.iki.ii.  i.  jVl  the 
gisry.  2.  ^l  the  offspring  and  i/fue.  3.  Al  the  vejjels  of  the 
ksufe^  from  veffeh  •/ cups^  to  veJfeU  of  flagons.  A  word  to  each 
of  ihefe. 

Firfi  tlicn,  All  the  glory  of  the  Jioufe  hanps  upon  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.  I  gave  already  a  hint  to  prove  tnat  the  houfc  is 
glorious ;  but  now  I  would  enlapge  it  a  litrlei  in  ortitsr  to  let 
ycu  fee,  that  every  glorious  thing  in  the  houfe  of  our  Cwl 
hings  upon  the  nail  that  he  has  faRcned  in  a  fure  place  ;  and 
you  may  cake  up  this  in  tqt  following  particulars. 

1.  God's  prcfcnce  in  a  church  is  thai  which  makes  her  glo- 
rious :  Pfal.  1.  2.  "  Out  of  Zion,  the  perfcftion  of  beauty,  Qod 
hath  (hincd.*'  Pfal.  Jxxvi.  i.  2.  **  In  Judah  is  God  known  : 
his  name  is  great  in  Ifraei.  In  SaLm  alfo  is  his  tabernacle,  and 
his  dwelling-place  in  Zion.''  When  God  withdraws  from  a 
church,  the  v/ays  of  Zion  do  mourn,  and  a  difmal  Ichabod  is  to 
be  read  in  every  comer  of  her  llreets,  *'  The  glury  is  depart- 
ed." Well,  this  plory  hangn  upon  Chrill,  for  it  is  owing  to 
him  thar  the  takcrnacle  of  God  is  with  men.  Unlcfs  God 
were  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  to  himfclf,  if  he  had  not 
been  well  pisafed  with  hi.'^  pcrfon,  his  mediation,  and  imclt  a 
{'wt^i  f**vourin  the  facrificc  of  Lis  death,  the  Lord  God  had 
ncv<;r  t»'ikcn  up  houfe  again  with  men<  no  ir.orc  than  with  the 
angels  tliat  fell,  li  is  owintr  to  Chriil's  appearing  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  God  for  us  in  hcsv.  n,  th.u  God  a  titliglits  are  with 
the  fons  of  men  upon  eprth. 

2.  The  rcvehition  of  the  iv.Ind  and  uill  of  Go'l  in  the  fcrip- 
tures  of  truth,  is  the  glory  of  tlic  chnrcl.,  vnui  ;i«  nccciTary  for 
htr  as  the  li^h.c  of  ihc  fan  in  tlic  tirniiiHiCDt  is  unto  this  lov/tr 
uoti;!.  This  is  *^  as  a  iight  liiinirig  in  a  daik  place,  to  which 
we  do  well  to  take  hctd,  until  the  day  dawn,  aiul  tlie  day- liar 
arife  in  our  hearts."  This  was  the  jzlory  of  the  church  cf 
IfracI,  that  God  gave  his  ftp.tuies  and  teilimonics  unto  them 
when  he  dealt  not  fo  with  every  nation.  1  his  makes  the 
thur  Ji  a  G(Jhiny  a  land  of  li^^ht,  when  the  reft  of  the  world  arc 

thv; 
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the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  full  of  the  habitations  of  horrid 
cruelty.  Now,  this  revelation  hangs  upon  the  nail  faftened  in 
a  fure  place;  for  Chrift  is  the  Alfma, and Chrift  is  the  Omega 
of  the  whole  fcriptures.  He  is  the  glorious  Author  of  it: 
^*  The  only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 
he  hath  rtyealfd  him,"  John  i.  i8.  It  is  only  the  Lion  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah  that  opens  the  book,  and  loofes  the  feven 
feals  thereof.  He  is  the  fuhjeft  matter  of  the  fcriptures,  for 
•*  to  him  bear  all  the  prophets  and  apoftles  witnefs  ;'*  they 
are  juft  the  record  of  God  concerning  Chrid;  hence  Chrift 
declares,  John  y.  39.  **  Thefe  are  they  which  teftifv  of  me." 
He  is  the  end  of  the  fcriptures ;  they  are  pointed  to  him,  as  the 
needle  in  the  compafs  points  to  the  pole  (lar  \  the  very  defign 
and  end  of  the  Bible  is,  what  the  (lar  in  the  heavens  was  to 
the  wife  men  of  the  eaft,  to  (hew  them  where  Jcfus  the  King 
of  the  Jews  is  to  be  found,  John  xx.  ult.  **  Thefe  things  are 
written,  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift  the 
'Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through  hU 
name." 

3*  A  faithful  miniftry  is  the  glory  of  a  church ;  for  where 
thefe  are  wanting,  the  houfe  of  God  is  turned  into  a  den  of 
thieves,  and  grievous  wolves,  that  plunder  the  houfe  inftead 
of  preferving  or  defending  it.  Faithful  minifters  are  the  watch- 
men, that  give  warning  when  the  houfe  is  in  danger  by  inva- 
ding enemies  ;  they  are  the  ftewnrds  that  difpenfe  the  bread  of 
life  unto  the  children  of  the  family :  they  are  the  lights  of 
the  houfe,  which  are  not  to  be  under  a  bulhel,  but  upon  the 
candlellicks,  that  they  may  fcatter  the  light  through  the  houfe, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  :  hence  they  are  called  the  glory  of 
Chrift  i  much  more  are  they  the  plory  of  the  church.  Now  this 
glory  hangs  on  the  nail  faftemd  in  a  fure  place,  for  it  is  he 
that  gives  the  church  pallors  according  to  his  heart,  to  feed  his 
people  with  found  wifdom,  Jer.  iii.  15.  and  Eph.  iv.  11.— 13* 
f*  When  he  afcended  up  on  high,  he  gave  fome,  apodles,  pro- 
phets, evangelifts,  pallors,  and  teachers,  for  the  edifying  of 
the  body."  They  have  their  commiflion  from  him  ;  for  "  no 
man  taketh  this  honour  unto  himfelf,  buc  he  that  is  called  of 
-God,  as  was  Aaron."  They  have  their  furniture  for  work 
and  warfare  from  him,  and  he  fends  none  a  warefare  upon 
their  own  charges ;  it  is  he  that  puts  the  treafure  in  earthen 
veflcls.  They  have  their  fuccefs  from  him ;  he  makes  them 
able  as  well  as  fuccefsful  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament ; 
he  teaches  them  to  be  fifhers  of  men  ;  and  Paul  himfelf  may 
plant,  and  Appollos  water,  but  he  gives  the  increafe.  He  it 
is  who  creates  the  fruit  of  the  Hps,  and  gives  the  tongue  of  the 
learned, 
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4.  The  ordinances  of  the  gofpel,  dirpenfcd  in  purifv  by 
faithful  minifters  of  Chrift,  are  the  ^lory  of  a  church,  f  h^-fe 
are  "  the  gates  of  Zion,  which  God  loves  more  than  all  the 
dwellings  of  Jacob ;"  thefe  are  God's  tabernacUs^  which  David 
knew  to  be  fo  amiable^  thit  he  envied  rhe  fparrows  and  fwal- 
lows  that  had  accefs  there,  while  he  was  excluded  from  arti  nd- 
ing  theni)  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  3.  and  xxvii.  4.  It  is  in  che  ordinan- 
ces of  the  gofpel  that  the  faints  enjoy  fellowihip  with  God, 
and  receive  communications  of  his  grace ;  hence  compared  to 
pools  that  afford  water  to  the  weary  traveller,  and  nvells  out  of 
which  they  draw  water  with  joy,  and  breafts  at  which  the 
babes  of  grace  are  fuckled.  Well,  ail  the  ordinances  of  the 
gofpel  hang  upon  the  (^reat  Manager,  fuch  as  word  and  facra- 
ment,  prayer  and  praife.  The  preaching  of  the  word  is  of 
his  appointment,  Mark  xvi.  15.  ^*  Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature."  Our  authority  to 
baptize  is  from  him,  Matth.  xxviii.  at  the  clofe,  *<  Go  teach 
all  nations,  baptizing;  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."  The  facramcnt  of  the  Lord'a 
fapper  carries  evidently  his  (lamp,  "  What  I  have  received  of 
the  Lord,  that  do  I  deliver  unto  you,"  i  Cor.  xi.  23.  &c.  And 
as  they  are  of  his  inllirution,  fo  it  is  he,  by  his  own  prefence, 
and  the  influence  of  his  Spirit  in  them,  and  with  them,  who 
gives  them  their  fucccfs  and  fweetnefs.  Through  him  it  is 
that  thefe  ivory  palaces  fmell  of  myrrh,  alors,  and  cafHa, 
whereby  he  and  his  people  are  made  glad.  He  fills  the  pools 
with  water,  by  caufing  the  rain  to  come  down,  even  the  for- 
mer and  latter  rain  of  his  quickening  and  comforting  influen- 
ces ;  and  without  him  thcfc  ordinances  are  but  as  dry  breafts, 
and  mifcarrying  wombs. 

5.  The  judicatories  of  a  church,  higher  and  lower,  confli- 
tute  in  his  name,  and  moulded  according  to  his  .ippoinrment, 
for  the  government  and  for  the  cxcrcifc  of  the  keys  of  difci- 
pline  ;  thefe  I  fay,  are  the  glory  of  a  church,  for  thefe  are  **  the 
thrones  of  judgeuKnt,  the  thrones  of  the  houfe  uf  David.** 
When  thefe  courts,  conllitute  in  the  name  of  the  Kinj;  of 
Zion,  proceed  in  tlicir  management  with  an  eye  to  the  honour 
of  Zion's  King,  and  accoiding  to  that  complete  fyilem  of 
laws  that  he  has  given  in  his  word,  then  it  is  that  a  church 
"  looks  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the 
fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners,"  unto  all  ignorant, 
erroneous,  or  fciirJalous  perfons  ;  and  her  very  enemies  are 
obliged  to  fay  of  her,  as  Balaam  fiid  of  Ifrael,  *<  How  goodly 
are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob  !*'  &c.  Now,  all  this  glory  hangs  upon 
the  nail  faftcned  in  a  furc  place,  for  he  alone  is  King  in  Zion, 
the  government  is  upon  his  (boulders.     He  it  is  that  gives  the 

keys 
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keys  of  the  kinj[;dom  of  heaven  unto  his  office*beacer8»'aindM« 
'inifes  that  *<  w4iat  they  bind  on  earth,  fhall  be  bound  in  bed 
ven ;  and  what  they  loofe  on  earthy  (hall  be  loofed  in  heaves  i 
and  where  they  afitmble  in  courte  for  difciplinCi  be  ^  Mli'b 
in  themidiiofthem.^  .      « 

6.  The  covenants  of  a  church  are  her  glory  ;>  God'j  cofit^ 
nant  of  iprace  and  promife»  and  their  covenants  of  dvtv  aoi 
gratitude.  &om.  ix«  4.  it  is  faid  of  tlie  Old  Ttftament  ehurdi 
«*  To  them  belonged  the  adoption,  the  glory,  and  tb^  cove* 
nants."  God's  covenant  of  grace  and  promife  is  the  fflovy  tf 
a  church;  It  was  the  mifcry.of  the  poor  Crcntilcs  under  die 
Old  Teftament,  before  the  coming  of  Chrift,  that  thoy  wcsa 
'*  ftrangers  to  the  covenants  of  promife.'*  This. ir -die 
church's  cliartcr  for  all  her  immunities  and  privileges,  vififale 
or  invifible,  for  the  tife  that  now  is,  and  tfiat  which,  is  t» 
come :  and  it  is  ''  aii  cverlafting  covenant,  well  cirdered  ia 
all  things  .and  furei"  and  him  that  takes  hold  of  thisoofa^ 
nant,  ^  even  him  will  God  bring  to  his  holy  mountun,  an! 
make  joyful  in  his  houfe  of  prayer,  If.  Ivi.  Now,  this  covi^ 
nant  hangs  upon  Chrift,  the  nail  faftened  in  a  fure  place; for 
God  has  •*  civcn  him  for  a  covenant  unto  the  people  ;"  it  wil 
rci^^t  with  him  ;fts  u  iccond  Adim,  and  with  his  feed  in  hiai( 
lie  has  fulfilled  ti.e  condition  of  it,  bv  the  holinefs  of  his  na* 
ture,  the  obedience  of  his  life»  and  the  fitisfaflioa  made  by 
\\\t  death ;  his  fultilling  the  commands  and  demands  of  the 
brt>kcn  coTen;:n;  of  work*,  is  the  very  condition  of  the  cofi» 
nam  of  ^ r.'.cr.  auxi  by  virtu?  of  his  doin^  fo  the  cry  comes  odif 
If.  Iv,  I.  «*  Ho,  every  one  that  rhiriUth,  corns  ye  to  tba 
w:*.trrs  ;  he  that  hjith  no  moncLV,  let  him  him  come  j  comCi 
buy  wine  and  m?  k  without  money,  .-nd  without  price-* 
Thf  covenant  and  ill  th<r  blrlTings  and  promiles  of  it,  hanf 
vpon  ihi*  bl;  did  uaiI  ;  t!>ey  ase  all  in  iiun,  and  "  in  him  yea 

A.v*i'.K  our  cov/rji:^:*  for  dutv,  cSi-d-cnce,  and  gratitude 
thiv  hu!^»  upo«^  this  lleiird  1  .lu.  i  ;.ciV  are  the  giory  of  '* 
ih  Moh  ,:o;  ;  r  '.  ^^  t^rr  MXTc  uiuo«h-  cnuTch  of  llVael.  Gc^ 
.noxion.d  :!..-.»  10  be  i.:*  |vcv'/».)t  i>to'>.  and  ihey  avouched 
lv"\  V  lol.  •:»  V  von  :.  ^^h'  :h  -r  Gvvl ;  on  which  a€ 
iviv.t  I  t,  V  .r,  ..iU-J  *f.Ar5vu^.  .no  :^.;..,  ^  pople  ««rr»^ 
:.^  «  .0  1  ,M.»  U^i>  .V,  <  h,  ^lorv  OT  :  :..  !.^nJ!,  and  of  tb< 
ihu.  ;n.uu->s  tho  »,h  iki,\k.^.:»\  TK-k--,  burnt,  3  nd  buried 
r^.v.^vt  be  l*.sl  ihvic  »  U4r?  t.v  ;; ,:,.,-,  ...  ^  refurreilion  ol 
c.  t^  u  Umn  .\neiuu;>,  k*.  >*;u:  .  ^j  >,,.;.  ;,-.|^  iianfaacdil 
t^*•  pUxw 

«*v«  «o*.  I  i«.  ,^c  .U^  o:  .  o.-r  .-.n.rants.  and  tne^ 
.".u«*  ««Nv  rvK.^ul  or  r.x.c  ;.:.r.vi:.cv3  and  obcdiJS 

niufl 


4.  •'Surely,  (hall  one  fay,  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteouf- 
nd  ftrcngth.  I  will  go  (fays  David)  in  the  ftrcngth  of  the 
God  :  1  will  make  inentioii  of  thy  righteouiLuf?-^  even  of 
only/'  A»d  it  is  in  thi^  Way  thst  his  command  me  fits 
tt  gilcvDUlf  his  yoke  cafy*  and  his  burden  ii^ht* 
the  multitude  of  real  converts  is  the  glory  of  a  churchy 
cy  irc  called  ''  z  crown  of  glory  in  the  h^nd  of  the  Lord, 
royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  our  God»"  U  is  fpok^n  of 
I  g^lory  of  Zion,  that  *'  this  m^n  and  that  m^n  was  hotn 
r  for  then  "  the  Higheft  himfdfdothdtabliihhcr  i"  and 
»TOpheficd  and  foretold  of  tlie  New  Te [lament  church> 
*  more  fhould  be  tht  children  of  the  defolatc^  than  of  the 
led  DToman  ;  that  a  willing  people  fliall  be  made  in  the 
»f  his  powers"  and  that  thefc  fhould  be  '*Jike  the  drops 
\w  from  the  womb  of  the  morntngr  ^  that  the  city  fliail 
ifh  like  the  ^T^(h**  for  multitude  of  convert,^.  Well,  this 
'  ef  the  church  han^s  upon  Gniill  j  for  it  ia-^by  the  rod  of 
Kwrci  that  this  is  effetted  and  brought  about ;  of  his  owti 
%^  begets  Q^  by  the  word  of  grace.  And  when  he 
^fta  fiiliers  of  men,  and  direfts  us  when  and  where  to 
b»n  the  net*  a  multitude  of  fiibf^s  arc  inclofed  ;  a  feed  ig 
Hto  ferFehim,  which  Ihall  be  counted  to  htm  for  a  gene- 
^i  who  fh^il  declare  his  righteoufuefs  to  a  people  who  arc 
y«  born. 

'The  purity,  holiners,  and  fakhfdrn^fti  of  church  me m«* 

tiilhe  ^lory  of  ^i  church,  when  that  rrottoia  written  upon 

uiotit  Walkf  and  talk  of  proftirurs^  *'  Holinefs  to 
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holy  perfon,  until  he  be  lopt  off  from  the  firft  Adam,  and  hi 
covenant  of  works,  and  be  planted  in  Chrift  bj  regeneratio] 
grace :  for  ^*  can  a  man  gather  gtapes  of  tnomt,  or  fig 
of  thiaies  Y"  The  tree  maft  be  made  good,  otbenrife  » 
good  fruit  can  be  expeAed.  It  is  only  they  that  arc  plant 
ed  in  the  houle  of  the  Lord,  by  regenerating  grace,  that  Ihal 
flouriih  in  the  courts  of  our  Grod,  and  be  called  the  trea  o 
righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  in  whom'  he  will  h 
glorified. 

Thus  yott  fee  that  the  whole  glory  of  the  hottfe  of  tSod  haaf 
upon  the  nail  fattened  in  a  fure  place. 

I  thought  to  hare  proceeded  to  inquire  who  are  the  oApriii| 
and  iflue  of  the  houfe  of  <Gk>d ;  and  how  they,  and  all  tha 
cencems  them,  do  hang  upon  the  nail  fattened  in  a  furepboe 
But  this  I  mutt  refer  to  another  occaHon. 

Allow  me  only  to  deduce  an  inference  or  two  from  wha 
has  been  faid. 

I.  See  hence  that  the  church  of  Chrift  is  the  moft  dignifies 
and  honourable  focie cy  in  the  world,  that  has  fo  much  of  th 
divine  glory  in  her,  •*  Glorious  things  are  fpoken  of  thee,  C 
city  of  God  V  She  has  a  glorious  King  in  the  midft  of  hcT; 
eren  '^  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  the  King  of  glory,  the  Lord  oi 
glory,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth."  She  has  glorioai 
walls :  **  Salvation  is  appointed  for  walls  and  bulwarks,*'  U 
xxvi.  !•  Pfal.  xlviii.  A  glorious  river  to  defend  and  refrett 
her:  If.  xaxiii  21.  *'  The  glorious  Lord  (hall  be  unto  her  a 
place  of  broad  rivers  and  ftreams,"  &c.  A  glorious  trade  aini 
traffic :  Phil.  iii.  20.  "  Our  converfation  is  in  heaven,"  «) 
our  traffic  is  with  the  land  afar  off.  Glorious  riches  and 
trcafurcs  are  in  this  houfe,  evf n  **  the  unfearchable  richo 
of  Chrift  }"  glorious  immunities  and  privileges,  freedorr 
from  (in,  the  law,  Satan,  the  world,  death,  and  hell  \  and  al 
the  true  inhabitants  have  an  intereft  in  the  city's  ttock,  fre< 
acccfs  to  the  King's  throne,  and  to  all  the  bleffings  of  the  co 
vcnant. 

2.  See  whence  it  is  that  God  cxercifes  fuch  a  care  about  hi 
church,  that  he  rides  in  the  heavens  for  her  help,  and  turn 
a^out  the  whole  wheels  of  providence  for  her  benefit.  Wh^ 
hiji  jrlory  is  ihrrc ;  If.  xlvi.  ult.  "  I  have  placed  falvation  i 
Zioii  for  Ifrael  my  glory-" 

3.  Src  hence  how  much  it  is  our  concern  to  contend  for  th 
houfe  of  our  God,  againft  all  thofc  that  wottld  fpoil  he: 
Why,  God's  j:lory,  and  our  glory,  is  in  the  houfe.  And  then 
fore  let  us  plead  with  God,  that  glory  mav  ftiU  dwell  in  01 
land,  and  th^t  he  may  create  upon  our  Zion,  and  her  affen 
blics,  a  c!oud  by  day,  and  the  Ihining  of  a  flaming  fire  b 
*  night 
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mnd  that  upon  all  the  glory  there  may  be  a  dtfcnct ; 

he  may  ytt  tccoy^t  the  fpoiJs  of  the  houfci  that  the 
ncifed  Philiftine^  have  carried  away. 
:  hencci  that  when  a  church  departs  from  Chriilf 

poiQt  of  dodrine,  worlhipj  difcipline,  or  ^o? ernmcm^ 
F  from  her  proper  hinge,  and  therefore  U  fallen  from 
ty  i  her  crown  ia  fallen  from  her  head,  htt  glory  b 
.  The  glory  of  that  church  is  at  a  low  p*fs,  which 
pen  the  nnil  of  legal  fecuTttiee,  by  kings  and  pirlia- 
aftead  of  the  nail  which  God  hath  fattened  in  a  fure 
XhjSt  alas  !  i^  the  £:are  with  the  church  of  Scotland 
y.  Wh;tt  have  the  judicatories  to  fuppon  them,  in  their 
I  the  erroneous,  lurpcnding^  eje£ling,  and  depoTing 

bearing  teftlmony  to  the  truth?  in  tyranizlng  over 
*B  people^  by  wrefting  from  them  their  Chrifttan  rights 
rties,  and  the  Jilcc  ?  The  word  of  God  cannot  (up* 
n  in  fuch  proct^ediiigs ;  tl>ey  do  not  hang  upon  the 
I  fure  place  j  no,  fuch  things  i^ind  in  a  fiac  contra- 
into  the  authoriry  and  will  of  the  Xing  of  Zion*  The 
ig  that  fupports  and  emboldens  them  iafuch  proceed- 
:he  nail  of  a  lei^/^i  fecurity  and  e(tabH{hment|  which 

or  other  will  give  way,  and  then  aU  that  hangs  on 

0  the  ground.  As  it  is  faid  of  Eli^kim,  perfonally 
:d>  or  of  Shebna  his  predeceflbr,  upon  his  removal  by 
'  otherwise,  from  his  high  (lation  in  the  court  of  He- 
le  and  afl  his  dependents  (hould  fall  together,  in  the 
lowing  the  text^  '^  And  in  that  day,  faith  the  Lord 
,  fliall  the  nail  that  is  faftened  in  the  fure  place  be 
,  and  be  cut  down  and  fall ;  and  the  burden  that 
n   it   (hall   be   cut   off:"    Thus   will  it  fare  with 

1  that  hang  only  on  legal  fecurities  from  men ;  Jer. 
).  '^  Curfed  is  the  man  that  trufteth  in  man,  and  ma- 
h  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  departeth  from  the 
Sec. 
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Is.  xxii.  2i^.^Ani  iiif  Jhatt  bang  upon  him  M  the  gbry  i  Hi 
Father's  heuje,  the  ofifmng  and  the  iftte,  alt  vefiis  ffM 
quantity  s  from  the  veffils  of  cups^  torn  to  all  the  ve^s  ^ 
JUgons. 

THE  THIRD  SBEMON  ON  TttIS  TEXT. 

I  AM  yet  infifting  npon  the  Jonrth  general  head  propofirf  hi 
Ac  prorc^ution  of  the  doftrinc,  viz.  What  is  it  that  henff 
upon  ourbhffid  Eiiahhn^  Jefus  ChriJI  /  And  here  wc  are  told 
of  three  things  that  are  laid  to  hang  upop  this  naih  i.  AH  the 
glory  of  his  Father's  houff.  2.  The  whole  oftpring  and  iffoc. 
3.  All  the  vcffirls  of  the  houfe,  from  the  leaft  to  the  greatcft. 
And  thcfc  twO|  namely,  the  oflfspring  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
▼eflels,  are  a  great  wirt  of  its  glory,  alfo  mentioned  in  the  firft 
part  of  the  verfe.  I  ha^'C  already  mentioned  fevcral  glorious 
things  in  the  houfe  of  our  God,  which  do  all  hang  upon  the 
nail  fallened  in  a  fure  place. 

1  proceed »  fecondly^  to  fpcak  a  little  of  the  off  spring  and  iffstt 
of  the  houfe»  which  arc  alio  faid  to  hang  upon  Chrift.  By 
tie  cjfspriftg  and  ijjke^  I  undrrlland  all  true  believers,  who  arc 
fo  called  ujH^n  fever al  accounts. 

I.  Becaufc  thcv  ar?  born  or  brought  forth  in  the  houfe: 
Pfal.  laxxvii.  5.  •«  Of  Zion  it  ihalfbe  fald,  This  man  and 
that  man  wa^  born  in  Iicr.**  And  vsr.  0.  •*  The  Lord  (hill 
count  when  he  writetb  up  the  people,  th.it  this  man  was  born 
there/'  The  church  is  ihe  mother  th.^t  b.\re  them  ;  fori 
"  Jcrufalcm,  which  is  from  above,  is  t::c  mother  cf  us  all,* 
Gal.  iv.  26. 

i.  Bccaufe  the  Fatlu^r  of  t:»e  hrutV  or  tir-.ily  beg::t  then*: 
James  i.  18.  **  Of  his  own  ui::  lKj:ac  i.e  us  by  the  word 
of  tru:h.  Jo':.r  i.  i?.  •*  Wi.ich  were  born,  not  of  blood, 
i,or  of  thr  will  ot  the  Jldh,  ::or  cf  thv-  will  oi  m:in,  but  of 
Ciod  r  hence  comrroniy  dei-^nrd  tl.c  chiidreri  of  God,  bting 
in  .1  day  of  powtr  begotten  by  :he  inc.Hruptibie  f.-ed  of  the 
worvi. 

3.  IWciufc  the  nnVborn  of  :h-  t*.in:i  v,  Tcfus  Cl.riii,  the  on- 
lyl>.j:^.uof  u^eFathri  ^yct.rul  i:o:;:r:;tion,  hr  ow  s  t!  em 
tt^r  his  br.:;ir:n,  au.i  is  n.n  ai.  .i:v..a  co  vU>  lo,  u% In  -  ro  his  Fa- 
ll^r,  •'  I  u ;.l  acv..  re  t..y  ni:i:^  ;::':o  n^%  brrt;  rr^;  :^  :he  niidU 
ot  the  corcr.\c:i:;c;:  wiu  1  pr^uc  iher/'  Fu;.  ^x::.  12.  ccir.. 
parcu  \\:„i  iic:?.  ii.  •  :. 

4.  The' 
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4.  They  are  fitly  called  the  offspring  and  iflbe  of  the  houfe^ 
becaufci  like  new-bom  babes,  they  are  fuckled  and  dandled 
there :  i  Pet.  ii.  2.  **  As  new  born  babes  drink  in  the  fmcere 
milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby."  The  ordinances 
of  the  gofpel,  particularly  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  facraments,  are,  as  it  were,  the  brrafts 
which  the  church,  like  an  indulgent  mother,  draws  out  unto 
all  the  babes  of  the  family  :  If.  Ixvi.  11.  "  That  ye  may  fuck, 
and  be  fatisfied  with  the  breads  of  her  confolation^ :"  and  in 
the  vcrfe  following,  believers  are  faid  to  be  *'  borne  upon  her  " 
fides,  and  dandled  upon  herknees.**  What  (hall  we  think  of 
that  church  that  dandles  the  baftards,  and  negledls  the  true 
begotten  of  the  family,  and  is  more  concerned  to  encourage 
and  cherifli  the  world's  great  ones,  than  Chrifl's  little  on^s, 
and  that  yields  the  corrupt  and  unfound  milk  of  error  unto  rhe 
children  of  the  family,  which  has  an  evident  tendency  to  poifon 
inftead  of  nourilhing  them  ?  Surely  flie  mull  be  an  adul- 
terous mother,  for  the  natural  mother  is  more  careful  of  the 
children. 

5.  They  arc  cal!ed  the  offspring  and  iffue  of  the  houfe,  be- 
caufe  they  have  their  education  and  nurture  there :  **  All  thy 
children  ihall  be  taught  of  the  Lorii  :"  and  tluy  arc  trained 
up  in  the  knowledge  of  the  mylleri^s  of  the  kingdom.  The 
Father  of  the  family  takes  p.iins  upon  their  inllrudion  ;  and 
all  that  have  heard  and  !e  irncd  of  tlie  Father,  come  to  the  Son 
to  be  taught  by  his  word  and  Spirit  more  and  more:  and  thus 
they  know  the  Lord,  and  follow  on  to  knoV  him ;  and  his  go- 
ings forth  to  rhem  arc  prepared  as  the  morning.  Upon  this, 
«nd  other  accounts,  believers  are  called  the  offspring  and  iffuc 
of  the  houfe. 

And  now  I  come  to  let  you  fee  that  the  offspring  and  iffue 
do  all  hang,  with  cvf-ry  thing  that  conccirns  them,  upon  the 
New  Teftament  Eliakim,  who  is  f aliened  as  a  nail  in  a  furc 
place. 

J.  then.  Their  very  being,  as  they  are  new  creatures,  hangs 
upon  him:  Eph.  ii.  10.  •'  Ye  aie  his  workmanfhip,  created 
in  Chi  ill  Jefub."  The  expreffion  is  remarkable  ;  they  arc 
"  created  in  Chrift  Jefus."  As  the  branch  hab  its  being  in  the 
root  upon  which  it  is  graffed,  fo  has  the  believer  his  fpiritu^l 
being,  as  a  new  creature,  in  Chrift,  infomuch  that,  if  you 
take  Chrill  from  the  behevcr,  or  the  believer  from  Chriil,  he  is 
not,  his  being  ceafcb.  A  true  Chriilian  is  &  creature  in  Chrill 
Jefu:. 

2.  Hence  it  follows,  that  their  life  hangs  upon  Chrift.  The 
fee -nd  Adam  is  called  a  qu'tckejiing  Jpirit^  bccaufc  he  is  the  rc- 
furrcdion  and  the  life  ot  hib  whole  myftical  body.     The  law 
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^  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  wluch  is  in  Chrift  Jcfoty  makes  tliem  i 
free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death ;  and  it  is.  not  fo  mncbthi 
that  live,  as  Chrift  that  lives  in  them :  |iencc  the  life  that  the 
live  is  *'  hj  faith  in  the  Son  of  God.''  He  it  is  that  qnicka 
thematfiiily  when  dead  in  trcfpafles  and  fins;  and  he  it i 
that  holds  their  fouls  in  life ;  the  fonntaion  of  life  ii  n 
with  them»  but  with  him.  The  life  of  the  believer  ii  ]V 
bound  up  in  the  life  of  Jefusv  ^<  Becaufe  I  live  (fays be)] 
ihalllive  alfo."  Whenever  the  fpiritual  life  of  the  believcrb 
gins  to  languifl),  they  run  to  him,  and  cry,  <'  Wilt  thou  n 
revive  us  agsia,  that  we  may  rejoice  in  thee  ?** 

3*  Have  the  offspring  and  iuue  of  the  houfe  any  thing' i 
the  light  of  faving  knowledge  of  God  ?  Why,  this  hangs  upc 
Chrift  \  for  he  is  their  everlafting  light,  the  true  Sun  of  Rigl 
teoufnefs,  the  day*fpring  from  on  high,  that  gives  light  to  thn 
that  (at  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  regions  of  the  fliadow  of  dead 
2  Cor.  IV.  6.  **  God  who  commanded  the  light  to  ihine  qot  < 
darknefsy  hath  (hined  into  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  1^  < 
the  knowledge  of  his  glory,  in  the  face  of  Jcfus  Chrift."  h 
it  is  that  tranilates  them  from  the  power  of  darknefs  unto  h 
marvellous  light.  It  is  in  his  light  that  thev  are  made  to  (i 
light  i  and  through  him  it  is  that  the  path  ot  the  juft  is  as  tl 
fliining  light,  that  iliines  more  and  more  unto  the  perfe£t  da 
His  abfcnce  makes  night,  and  thence  they  go  mourning  wit! 
out  the  fun  ;  but  by  his  return  the  (hadows  of  death  are  turiM 
into  the  morning. 

4.  The  offspring  and  jfTue  of  the  houfe  of  God  enjoy 
glorious  liberty  :  Rom.  viii.  we  read  of  "  the  glorious  libci 
of  the  fons  of  Goil ."  Well,  this  hangs  upon  Chrift  ;  for  ** 
the  Son  makes  us  free,  thru  arc  we  free  indeed  ;  and,  G; 
V.  I.  we  are  enjoined  to  "  iland  fad  in  the  liberty  whercwi 
Chrift  hath  made  us  frccj*'  which  has  a  refpcft  l>oth  too 
ccciefijftic  liberty,  as  we  are  meiiibers  of  the  vifible  churc 
and  our  fpiritual  liberty,  as  we  are  believers,  or  members 
the  church  invifiblc.  All  finners,  that  are  out  of  Chrift,  s 
prifoncrs  in  chains,  captives  to  the  mightv,  under  the  po^» 
of  fin,  under  the  curfc  of  the  law,  kd  captive  by  Satan  at  i 
pleafurc  ;  but  Chrift  ccmcs  in  a  day  of  power,  and  fays,  I 
the  lawful  captive  be  delivered,  and  the  prey  be  let  Jo  fn 
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5.  *  »c  oHspring  and  the  UFuc  of  the  houfe  have  all  the  I 
robe  put  upon  them,  xvhcn  they  uturn  from  a  ?ar  coumrj 
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\f  Father,  I  mean,  a  judifying  and  Jaw^bidding  right eouT- 
^  vhereby  they  are  enabled  to  ftand  before  God  with  ac* 
^ce,  fo  as  the  (hame  of  their  Bakedneli  {hall  never  ap- 
^.  Well,  by  whom,  or  from  whom^  hare  they  this  ?  It  is 
H  Chnft,  who  is  *'  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufncfs  to 
rt  one  that  beiievetfa^  He  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew 
m^  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  m 
k"  Our  blefled  Eliakim  clothes  sdl  the  children  of  the  fa- 
V  with  his  own  livery;  through  him  it  \%  that  the  tighteouf-  ^ 
I  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  them.  Htt^ce  every  one  of  the 
piac  children  of  the  family  will  be  ready  to  fay*  **  Surely 
lim  havel  nghteoufnefs,  and  in  his  righccoufneffi  I  am  ei- 
sd;  in  him  will  1  be  julli6ed,  and  in  him  alone  witl  t  g!o* 
1^  He  it  is  that  hath  ''  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of 
pttont  and  core  red  me  with  the  robe  of  his  righteoufnefs.'* 
^  Have  the  offspring  and  ilTue  of  the  houfc  any  thing  of 
beauty  of  holinefs  within,  or  fiuning  out  in  their  way 
i  walk  before  the  world  ?  Why,  thia  they  have  from  Chriit, 
i>  is  made  of  God  unto  them,  not  only  righteoufnefs,  but 
^tficamn*  It  is  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  their  God  that  is 
in  them ;  he  takes  them  from  among  the  pots,  and  makes 
m  like  the  wings  of  the  dove  covered  with  fiJvcr,  and  her 
thers  with  yellow  gold. 

].  Have  they  any  ftrength  for  work  or  warfare  ?  Why,  he 
*  the  glory  of  their  ftrength  ^^  they  2Xtftrongy  not  in  them- 
res,  buc  *<  in  the  Lord ;"  not  in  their  own  mighty  but  **  in 
;  power  of  his  might.^  He  it  is  that  makes  the  feeble^  as 
vid,  and  as  the  angel  of  God.  He  it  is  that  teaches  their 
ids  to  war,  and  their  fingers  to  fight ;  by  hiip  the  arms  of 
ir  hands  are  made  flrong  to  do  exploits,  and  to  break 
ough  troops,  and  break  bows  of  fteel  in  pieces  ^  through 
n  it  is  they  wax  valiant  in  ^ght,  and  turn  to  flight  the  ar- 
es of  the  aliens  :  and  when  their  faith  in  a  lively  way  is 
:ed  upon  him,  they  can  fpeak  like  little  omnipotents,  with 
ui,  <*  1  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  ftrengchening  me." 
8.  Are  they  heirs  of  God  and  of  glory  ?  It  is  through  him 
It  they  are  fo  :  •*  If  children,  then  heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and 
nt  heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift.''  By  faith  the  believer  ferves 
nfelf  heir  to  the  God  of  Chrift,  as  his  God,  and  to  the  Fa- 
:r  of  Chrift,  as  his  Father ;  and  upon  Chriit's  title  he  ad- 
ntures  to  take  up  the  words  of  the  Head,  faying,  with  the 
afidence  of  faith,  ^*  Thou  art  my  God,  my  Father,  and  the 
:k  of  my  falvation.  God  is  the  portion  of  my  cup,  and  of 
ne  inheritance ;  thou  maintaineft  my  lot.  The  lines  are 
len  unto  me  in  pieafant  places,  and  I  have  a  goodly  hcri- 
c.' 
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I  might  enlarge  this  head  in  a  great  many  particvlars.  I 
only  add,  in  fo  many  words,  wfaaterer  we  can  name  in  and 
about  the  bcIicVcr,  it  all  hanjjs  upon  Chrift.  Haft  .thou  iajp 
faith,  believer?  Why,  Chrilt  is  the  author  and  fmiftier.of  ib 
Haft  thon  any  fpark  of  true  love  to  God  ?  It  is  Chrift  that 
kindled  it ;  he  it  is  that  flieds  abroad  the  love  of  God  ia  otif 
heaHs  by  thr  Holy  Ghoft.  Halt  thou  the  lively  hope  of  a 
glory  to  come  ?  Why,  he  is  our  hope  ;  and  it  is  Chrift  iilllk 
that  is  the  hope  of  glory.  Haft  ihou  any  delight  in  the  |air^ 
and  in  the  ways  of  holinefs  ?  Welli  he  puts  his  Spirit  in  m^ 
caufing  U8  to  walk  in  his  ftatutes.  Halt  thou  any  thing  of 
that  peace  which  pafll's  all  anderftanding  ?  Well,  Chrift  if 
our  peace  with  Gcd,  for  he  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  hit 
crofb  ;  and  his  blood,  applied  by  faith,  yields  peace  like  a  ri- 
ver :  *•  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  JTOU-* 
Haft  thou  a  joy  that  is  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory  ?  Chrift 
is  the  fountain  of  it ;  the  river  that  makes  glad  trie  citf  of 
God,  takes  its  rife  from  ut:der  the  throne  of  God,  and  of  the 
Lamb.  Thus  you  fee  that  the  ofi^pring  and  the  ifltie,  and 
every  thing  about  them,  hangs  upon  the  blcflcd  nail,  &c. 

Thirdlyy  But  now  I  am  come  to  a  ikird  thing  in  the  text 
which  hangs  upon  the  nail  faftcned  in  a  lure  plice,  and  that  is 
the  vejlls  of  the  houfe,  from  vejftis  cf  cups  to  veffels  of  flagons. 
Now,  for  clearing  this  claule  of  th-  text,  1  would,  i.  8hew 
what  we  arc  to  upiderftand  by  the  vejfels  of  the  houfe.  2.  Shew 
that  thcfe  vefl'cls  jre  of  different  lir.e?,  fome  -otjfels  of  cups^ 
others  vfjfds  of  flagon t.  3.  M;ikc  it  «ippear  th;y  cney  all  bang 
upon  Chrift,  and  by  what  bonds  th-y  co  {o, 

I.  I  woul«  ihew  whu  we  are  to  uncicrlland  by  the  veffds 
of  the  houfe.  I  .mfwer,  Hy  the  vfjfels  of  the  hcufc  we  arc  to 
underftand  helievers,  wF^o,  under  different  confidtrations,  nre 
fometinv  s  c.ilkd  the  h:ufr  illeif,  H.b.  iii.  6.  j  ionictii  ics  the 
feed  And  cff.pring  of  the  .i'^ufc,  as  here,  and  Ti^.l.  xxii.  at  the 
clofc  ;  foircfimcs  the  ':^7//  of  thr  ^.oufe,  2  Tim.  ii.  20.  21. 
**  Bur  iii  a  great  houl'c  ifn^re  ;;re  nor  only  viflcls  of  j^oid,  and 
of  fllvcr,  but  alfo  of  wood  zvA  of  rr^rth  ;  ircl  fcn:e  to  honour, 
anc!  {-..:;:  ro  dilhonour.  If  a  m.in  tl'.  rcJort  purge  himfcif 
f*rc?:^i  thwl.',  he  11.  ill  be  a  vchd  unto  hciiour,  faj.ciificd  and 
incvt  fjt  'hj  jVlallfr's  life,  and  p.rp.ircil  unto  every  good 
work.'"'  1  f:  d  fcvcra!  epithtis  or  dcii-n.tiiM.-  jjivcn  in  Icrip- 
turo  u:.:-  '•  luvers,  ui  (cr  the  roiioi.  ei  'jcj/e^s.  iSoti.eilmcs 
tliwV  ZTZ  I..',  li  J:oj\f:itr.!s^  Ado  ix.  15.  [..y>  lY.-c  Lord  lo  Ana- 
nias cn!icr:i.;:i .  P«ul,  **  !K'  is  .1  ^.huicuvwl'cl  unto  mc."  1  hey' 
were  oil  lioi^:)  m  Chriil  bi;fcrL  the  K.i. :.«::.  [ion  of  tlic  world. 
So»:.c:in-.Cb  ':*.'.:'j  cf  ricrr,,  Ron  .  ix.  2^.  b-.c.iulc  it  is  not  ac- 
ccrdir.^  to  :h^  work  oi'  ri^liuoulncfs  li-ai  ihcy  have  done,  but 
^^^^  according 
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acconiiog  to  his  mcrcVi  that  he  {aves  t^tm.  Sometimes 
■f  fftpu«4  Teflels^  fitted  for  the  Madera's  ja^^  2  Tim.  ii.  21. 
bednfe  be  forms  them  for  himrelfi  to  (hew  forth  his  praifes. 
Somedaes  **  Tcffele  of  honour  and  glocy^"  bepaufe  he  draws  a 
ipcater  rcrenue  of  honour  and  glory  to  Vvaikll.  from  them,, 
ikn  fiom  all  the  world  befide.  In  a  word>  they  are  called 
«^,  ty^aofe  the  inillj  the  wine,  the  honey,  and  the  oil  of 
imnc  grace,  is  beftowed  aad-laid  up  in  them  \  out  of  the  ful- 
adsotChriR  l&cy.are  daily  receiving  grace  br  grace.  And 
a  the  "Mkln  of  a  hdufe  are  its  ornament^,  fo  are  fruitful  be- 
levcrs  the  ornament  of  the  chuichj  and  of  the  great  owner 
ikreof,  for  he  calls  them  his  crown  and  diadem, 

%•  We  are  here  told  that  thtfc  veflcls  are  of  different  fizes  ; 
fimcare  veffels  of  cups  ^  others  are  vejfeis  of  flagons  ,•  plainly  in- 
timatiitg}  that  in  God's  family  there  are  faints  of  diSerent  ila- 
tife^  there  are  babes,  young  men,  and  fatheis;  for  '*  unto 
[Ciery  one  is  given  grace  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift 
'  ofOnrift/'  Some  are  like  the  fmoking  flax,  otlicrs  hke  a  flaming 
famp;  fome  like  the  bruifed  reed^  ethers  like  the  t<>il  ced::r  of 
Lebanon. 

And  if  you  a(k  me,  why  God  will  have  it  fo,  that  the  vef- 
fcisof  the  houfe  IhaH  he  of  dillerent  fizcb  ?  1  anfwcr,  (i.)  For 
the  manifcftation  of  his  own  fovcreignty.  IL*  is  ihe  Lord  of 
the  houfe,  and  he  will  do  all  his  picalure ;  and  it  13  ihe  good 
will  and  plcafure  of  God  to  give  nioic  or  his  grace  unto  o  le, 
i«id  to  another  Icfs;  "  and  who  muy  fay  unto  him,  What  doit 
thou  f**  He  is  no  man's  dLbtor,  but  may  do  with  his  own  what 
icpleafcs.  (2.)  Bccuufc  iliis  is  for  the  beauty  and  ornament 
«f  the  houfe.  It  ferves  not  a  little  to  ornament  and  adorn  a 
koafe,  that  ther*:  are  different  vcfTcls  in  it,  fome  more,  and 
feme  Icfe,  for  different  fervices ;  the  Itaft  veflcl,  like  the  Icaft 
member  in  the  natural  body,  has  its  proper  ufefulncfs  in  the 
body,  fo  that  the  one  cannot  fay  to  the  other,  *'  I  have  no  need 
Bted  of  thrt."  (3.)  God  will  have  it  fo,  that  there  may  be 
room  for  the  edifyir.j/  cxtrrciles  oi  the  fellowlhip  of  the  faints. 
If  every  faint  had  the  fame  degree  of  faith,  love,  knowledge, 
•nd  other  jiraces,  the  one  cculd  not  be  edified  by  the  otlur  ; 
kt  it  is  othcrwifc  ordered,  that  the  ftrong  may  be  uljful  to 
4c  wc-4k  in  ftrengihenhig  j  and  that  thofe  who  ln\ce  more 
knowltdgc  and  experience  than  ethers,  may  communicate  of 
their  gifts  to  tlic  benefit  and  fcdifying  others,  until  they  all 
Come  to  a  pcrfedi  man,  to  the  me.Wure  of  the  llature  cf  the  ful- 
Dcfs  of  ChrifL    l*ut  I  do  not  infill  on  this  atprcfent.    I  com*e, 

3.  To  ihcx  that  all  the  vcflelb  of  different  fizes,  from  veffels 
«f  cup>  to  vtffeb  of  flagons,  do  hatjg  upon  the  great  Manager, 
Mu*  Chrift,  as  upon  a  nail  faftciua  in  a  fure  place.  This  is 
^t  is  commonly  called  the  myllical  union  between  Chrift 

and 
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and  belieTiir3|  ank  U  in  fiariptore  fet  forth  to  nt  bj  m  vujetji 
metaphors :  fooietimes  by  the  union  tbait  is  between  tl 
branches  of  a  tree  and  the  root  of  it ;  for  as  all  the  brandM 
hang  upon  the  root,  and  receire  their  fan  and  nouriflmidil 
growth,  and  fruit  from  it,  fo  doth  every  beUerert  whether  fl 
a  higher  or  lower  ftatloiret  receive  life,  grace,  and  growth  fm 
Chrift,  Hof.  ztT.  8.  **  I  am  like  a  green  fir.tree«  from  me) 
thf  fruit  found."  John  vr.  5.  **  I  am  the  rine,  ye  are  A 
branches :  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  fad 
bringedi  forth  much  fruit :  for  without  me  ye  can  do  no 
thing.**  Sometimes  this  uiuon  is  reprefented  bj  the  unb 
betwixt  the  biuldinfp,  and  the  foundation  upon  which  it  &ui4 
As  thr  whole  buildmg,  and  every  ftone  of  it,  hangs  and  iA 
on  the  foundation,  and  receives  their  fupport  and  ftabiEtj 
from  it ;  fo  doth  the  whole  houfe  of  God,  and  every  fpiritai 
fto[is  thereof,  hang  upon  Chrift  by  faidi  of  his  operatioe 
I  Pr:t.  ii.  4.  5.  *^  To  whom  coming,  as  unto  a  living  ftone,*^ 
ye  nlfo  as  lively  flones,  are  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe,*  ftc 
Somt'imes  this  union  is  reprefented  to  us  by  the  union  be* 
twix:  head  ind  members  of  the  natural  body,  for  which  I  re* 
fcr  you  to  two  texts  of  fcripturc,  Eph.  iv.  15.  i6.  Col.  ii.  19 
from  which  you  fee,  that  the  whole  body,  and  every  particulai 
member,  greater  or  iefler,  han^s  upon  t^hrift  as  by  joints  ao< 
bands.  But  here  arifes  the  mam  queftion  to  our  prefent  pitf 
pofe. 

^ueji.  What  are  thefe  bands  by  which  all  believers,  from  tb 
haft  CO  the  greateft,  hang  upon  Chrifl  ? 

Anfw.  Thefe  bands  are  principally  two.  (i.)  The  Spiri' 
(2.)  Faith  of  the  Spirit's  operation. 

)/?,  1  fay,  the  Spirit  is  one,  and  the  principal  band  where 
by  believers  do  h»ng  upon  Chrid  :  i  Cor.  vi.  1 7.  **  He  tb 
IS  joined  unto  the  Lord,  is  one  fpirit  with  him."  By  the  Sp 
rit  the  union  is  made  up  between  Chrift  and  his  membert 
Eph.  ii.  ult.  *'  We  are  built  up  an  habitation  of  God  throng 
the  Spirit ;"  yea,  the  Spirit  himfelf  is  the  band,  i  John  ii 
ult.  *•  We  know  that  he  (viz.  Chrift)  abideth  in  us,  becaul 
of  the  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  us."  The  Spirit  of  life  that  i 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  by  the  means  of  the  word,  in  a  day  of  cod 
verfion,  enters  into  the  foul,  and  quickens  it ;  and  in  tli 
very  quickening  by  the  Spirit,  it  becomes  a  member  of  Chrifl 
and  To  for  ever  after  it  hangs  upon  him  as  a  nail  in  a  fut 
place. 

2^/y,  Another  band,  by  which  they  all  hang  upon  the  nai 

is  faith  of  the  Spirit's  operation.     Not  a  mere  hiftorical,  ten 

porary,  partial,  or  legal  faith  ;  but  a  living,  working,  juftlfyin] 

and  fandifying  faith,  which  applies  and  appropriates  Chri 

1  b 
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1^  ibe  mentis  of  the  word  of  grace  and  promtfc  ;  fach  a  fuith . 
t  eats  die  flt-iby  and  drinks  the  blood  of  Chrifli  and  fo  livci 
n  and  upon  him,  according  to  diac  of  the  apoRltf,  GaL  it.  20. 
'  I  am  cruciSed  with  Chrill :  Ncverthekfs  1  live  i  yet  nm  I^ 
tttChrlil  that  Uvcth  in  mc  i  and  the  life  I  live  is  by  faith  ott 
behion  of  God^''  In  a  word,  faith  hajigs  all  il^  everlafling 
lOTicerns  upon  the  nail  faftcnrd  in  a  fure  place,  and  there  ic 
bys  and  fclls  all  its  cares  and  concern!  ;  and  in  this  way  the 
bd  \i  kept  in  pctfcift  peace,  knowing  chat  the  nail  being  well 
lAcDcd  will  not  yield  and  give  way»  And  thus  you  fte  how 
LIS  thai  all  the  ^lory,  the  whole  oBspring  and  lifae,  atid  all 
lie  Ttfleis  of  the  houfc,  greater  and  leffer,  hang  upon  our  bklT 
dEUakinu 

V-  ThiL  fiflh  thinjj  in  the  general  method  is,  to  inquln  ini^ 
hnapnief  ihf  doclrim.  Why  is  Chrift  coniliEutc  lolc  Ma^ 
kagci  of  his  Fatiier's  houfe  ?  inrhy  doth  he  hang  the  o^prtng 
iiid  iifue,  and  all  the  tcflels,  iipon  bim,  as  upon  a  nail  falle[L«« 
d  in  a  fure  place? 

lihajl  not  ftay  in  anfweting  thie  queftion^  the  reafons  of  it 
rtU  naturally  occur  from  whiit  has  been  already  faid  ;  onlyi 
Jiereforc,  in  fo  many  words,  the  management  of  the  houfe^ 
uid  of  all  ita  coDcerna,  are  committed  unto  Chrii^,  ^ec:iufe  ie 
its  the  good  pleafurc  of  God  that  it  (bould  be  fo*  But  though 
IwcTcignty  is  enough  to  fatisfy  us  upon  the  head,  yet  there  are 
tame  ways  of  Infinite  Wifdom  to  be  obfcrvcd  in  this  con ftitu- 
t^a  of  things  in  the  church  which  is  the  houfe  of  the  living 
God ;  at, 

t.  He  only  had  ability  for  bearing  fuch  a  itfcight ;  "  I  have 
Udhelp  (faith  the  LoTd),  upon  onc^that  is  mighty/' 
'  2*  Becaufe  Chrift  voluntarily  undertook  it  in  the  council  of 
feace,  faying»  *^  Lo»  I  come  :  I  delight  to  ^q  thy  will^  ,0  niy 
iO(L''  Whereupon  JehovaHi  the  Fatheti  faid  and  determi- 
led,  '<  He  (hall  build  the  temple,  and  bear  all  the  glory«'' 

3«  Becaufe  hereby  a  new  revenue  of  glory  is  brought  in  to 
bGod  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriit,  even  glory  to 
«od  in  the  higheft,  higher  glory  than  what  comes  in  by  crea- 
ion  and  providence* 

4^  Becaufe  hereby  all  men  are  brought  to  honour  the  Son, 
I  they  honour  the  Father.  *^  £very  knee  (hall  bow  unto  him, 
adcrery  tongue  (hall  cotifefs,  that  he  is  the  Lord,  to  the  glory 
fGod  the  Father." 

5*  Becaufe  this  was  for  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  the  faints 
ad  children  of  Go^.  All  their  everlafting  concerns  hang 
pno  him,  that  they  may  warble  out  that  fong  through  eter- 
«y,  Rev.  V.  12.  13.  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain, 

Vol.  III.  O ,  t«^ 
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to  TfCeivc  powcff  and  TtchfSi  and  wifdamf  and  ftrengihT  and 
honoar^  and  glorf,  and  blcfliog-  And  every  cieaturc  whkk 
ift  in  ht^vi^n,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  eanlw  and  (ucti 
m  are  m  the  fca^  and  ^  that  are  in  thcnir  heard  T,  f;ifin^» 
BlcfTinf;^  and  horiour,^  iidd  ^l^ry,  and  power  be  anto  htm  t\ui 
fitrrth  upan  the  thidbir,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  far  ever  aiul 
ever/* 


Id-aaii.  %4.^^Att(I  tUy  Jhatl  hang  upon  him  alJ  tU  gldry  t^f  Hi 

'^Pi3tBfr*f  heu/f,  the  ^f^pring^  and  ifx  iffta^  <iU  \ffJJ4it  pf  fm^9 

qmntit)  /  /raw  thf  vfph  5/"  ofps^  §vm  to  mil  lbs  vijth  |^ 

jiag^nu 

^         *     '  *  Iff  •1*'    ^  Vi  > 

4^ii  THE  rOVRTM  SERMQM  OH  THIS  TIXT. 


*,j      T^Ht  ^^/i  thing  is  the   ApfdUatim  of  the 

^^*      X       trine* 

JV/?,  For  Infofmaiim  and  InftruBim^     I  havcdeducifd  fc* 
ral  inferences  already,  intermingled  wjth  ihe  do^flritiil 
and  therefore  I  ftiall  mennon  the  fewer  at  prefent- 

ii  See  hentCf  why  it  is  that  the  cyra  of  the  Lord  run 
;ind  fro#  to  fliew  Jiim fch  Jlron^  on  the  behalf  of  hia  people  i 
tbi*  world  \  why  he  rides  in  the  heaven5  for  their  liclp,  ai 
makc»  all  things  v^ork  toffCthcr  for  their  good.     There  \%  go* 
reafon  for  it  \  they  jjrc  the  offspring  and  ifftic  of  his  familf  |^ 
ihcy  arc  the  gold  and  filvcr  vrflcb  of  his  houfe  \  and  you 
knows  if  n  man  h-ivc  power  and  ability,  he  will  not  futi 
hit  oGVpring  to  be  hurt,  or  his  houfe  to  be  plundered  of 
volu«\bk  furniture^  which  pcrrJiaps  he  \\^%  bought  at  a  di 
rare^  Hence  it  is  th^t  he  watches  his  houfe  by  d^y  and  tttgj 
left  any  hurt  11*     All  his  faints  arc  in  the  hand  of  the  gre 
M;inA^«r,  and  he  dcHes  hell  and  earth  to  pluck  them  out 
his  hand.^ 

2.  Sec  hcncci  whsit  truft  and  credit  our  glorious  Kinfmai 
Redeemer  hai  with  his  Father*     Why,  you  fee  how  £h?*t 
pats  the  whole  family  uoder  hia  hand  \  he  hang<  the  wb 
Ijtory  uppn  hifHi  ail  the  otBpring  and  ilTiie,  and  all  the  veflTeJ 
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&c.  He  has  mAde  him  to  be  heid  over  ^ii  thinf^a  lo  the 
chdrcli,  which  is  hii  body.  **  AM  power  m  heivcn  and  in 
«atth  is  gireti  unto  me,*'  fays  Chrift/  ^'  The  Father  judgetH 
nQ  min,  but  hath  committed  all  jo^eixifnt  unro  the  Son/' 
And  feeing  he  has  fuch  tnij^  and  creA|with  his  Father,  whst 
an  indignity  is  done  to  the  Father,  am  Son  ^Ifo^  when  a  firi- 
ner,  through  tinbelicr,  decbres  him  to  be  unworthy  of  any 
Ofdttt  anH  fays,  pr^dlicalty,  that  the  nail  that  God  has  fult- 
ffifd  U  loofe,  weak,  or  tnfuflicietir,  and  therefore  will  not  rc»* 
ttire  the  weight  of  his  fal ration  or  j unification  upon  it,  but 
»ill  choofe  rather  to  bang  upon  fome  nails  of  his  own  f^fttn- 
iiif,  filch  as  the  nail  of  an  empty  profeiHon,  the  nail  of  God's 
l^etieril  merey>  the  nail  of  kgal  dutler  ^nd  obedience,  atkl  the 
Jike,  which  are  all  but  rufly,  weakj  or  broken  naiis»  that  will 
gire  way,  ^nd  ruin  all  that  do  depend  upon  rhcm« 

3,  See  hence  what  gieat  ground  and  reafon  of  the  perfeve* 
fifiCe  of  the  fiiors,  and  why  they  cannot  fafi  totally  or  finally 
away  from  a  ftate  of  grace  ;  why,  they  han^  upon  the  nail 
Mencd  in  a  fure  place.  The  fjreal  Mitiiger  of  fui  Father's 
family,  be  has  ihcm  in  his  cudoi^y,  and  ie  to  give  an  accotint 
[J  t{  the  offspring  and  iflue,  and  every  veficl  of  the  houfc  unto  his 
Farhf  r,  and  he  will  make  a  j;ood  account  of  ever?  oncof  thet^S 
and  fay  to  his  Father,  th^t  intruded  him  with  them,  **  Of  lii 
th4t  thou  hafl  given  mf ,  1  have-  lo(l  none.  Here  am  I,  and 
Ifae  children  which  thou  hait  given  mc."  If  a  believer  cati 
fall  totaify  or  finally  away,  it  it  either  becaufe  the  nail  may 
Wf^k  cr  DC  loo  fed,  or  becaufe  the  bands,  by  which  they  hang 
ipon  the  nail,  may  be  brolcen  or  cut.  But  none  of  thcfe  can 
\i\\  out.  The  nsil,  as  you  hearii  in  the  doctrinal  part  of  this 
4tcctirfe|  isjfiied  fo^  that  heaven  and  earth  will  fooner  be  dif-* 
blved  fhaii  that  it  iliould  yioldor  give  way  in  the  leaft.  And 
if  (ur  the  bands,  by  which  they  hang  upon  the  nail,  they  axe 
lb  firm,  flrong,  and  well  fa(leijed,  that  the  foul,  when  it  has  a 
lirw  0f  its  fecuTity  in  the  light  of  the  Lord^  ii  able  to  give 
tisc  charj^t  of  PauFs,  Rom.  viii*  35.  37.  38.  39.  **  Who  ihall 
6ipei3ie»us  from  the  love  of  Chritt  ?  Oiall  tribulation  or  dif- 
8|*&t  or  perfccution,  or  f-imirie,  or  naked  ncfs,  or  peril,  or 
foord  I  Nsiy,  in  all  thefc  thinj^s  we  are  more  than  conqucrore:, 
tSnidgh  hiffl  that  loved  us*  For  I  am  pcrfuvided,  that  neither 
ikiAh,  nor  lifcj  nor  angeJs,  nor  principaNcie^r  nor  power5,  nor 
,  AiRgspTeient,  northings  to  come,  norheigluh,  nor  depth,  nor 
'»f  other  creature,  ihall  be  able  to  fepiitace  us  from  the  love 
•fGod  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord." 

\  Sec  the  great^iB:erencc  between  the  it  ate  of  a  belieireri 
■tw  imder  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  (late  of  Adam  un<ler 
Jcc^rr;iacit  of  works^  Adam,  the  firfl  covenant' head  and  pc- 
I  prefcntaiive, 
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prefentative,  though  an  innocent,  yet  was  but  z  fallible  ore: 
cure,  and  being  left  unto  the  liberty  of  his  own  will,  th: 
nail  gave  way,  and* he  9nd  all  his  pofterity,  fell  into  a  borribl 
pit  of  fin  and  miferyyjbom  which  the  whole  creation  cool 
not  recover  them.  IM  the  cafe  of  the  believer  is  not  fo,  1: 
hangs  on  a  nail  in  a  fiK  place,  he  (lands  on  the  foundation  Go 
has  laid  in  Zion,  againft  which  the  gates  of  hell  (haU  never  pr< 
▼ail.  Many  a  puU  and  pluck  has  the  devil  and  the  world  give 
at  the  vefleis  that  hang  upon  this  nail,  and  yet  by  all  the 
.power  and  policy,  they  were  never  able  to  carry  off  a  cup,  k 
be  a  flagon,  that  did  hang  upon  the  nail  faftened  in  a  fure  plac 
To  this  piirpofe  ia  that  of  Chrift,  John  x.  28.  29.  "  None  (ha 

Sluck  them  out  of  my  hand :  none  (hall  pluck  them  out  of  ir 
^atlicr's  hand." 

5.  See  hence,  that  the  faints  have  no  caufe  of  boafling  < 
glorying  in  themfelves,  but  only  in  Chrift  ;  for  he  is  the  na 
in  a  fure  place,  upon  whofn  all  the  glory,  and  all  the  ofFsprin 
land  i(rue  do  hang.  '*  Where  is  boafling  ?  It  is  excluded,  £ 
what  law,  of  works  i  Nay ;  but  by  the  law  of  faith:"  Now,  t[ 
law  of  faith  is,  to  lay  the  whole  weight  of  our  falvation  an 
juftification  upon  Chrift,  to  receive  him,  and  to  reft  upon  hii 
;aJbne  for  eternal  life,  and  all  the  piirtenances  of  it ;  to  **  r 
jQcive  out  of  his  fulnefs,  grace  for  grace."  And  therefor 
^*  He.  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord,"  fayinj 
<*  The  Ix>rd  is  my  llrength  and  fong,  he  alfo  is  become  nr 
falvation.**    When  the  believer  finds  pride  of  gifts  or  gra< 

.  begin  to  ftir  in  his  heart,  he  (hould  prcfcntly  check  it,  by  pu 
ting  thefe,  or  the  like  queftions,  to  himfelf,  **  What  haft  thoi 
O  man,  that  thou  haft  not  received  ?  and  if  thou  haft  recc 
ved  it,  why  doft  thou  boaft  as  though  thou  had  ft  not  receive 
it  ?"  Let  none  of  the  branches  that  grow  upon  the  true  vir 
boaft,  as  though  they  had  their  ftandjng,  ftrength,  or  right 
pufnefs  in  themfelves.  "  If  thou  boaft,  remember  that  ihc 
^eareft  not  the  root,  but  the  root  beartth  thee,"  Rom.  xi.  1! 
All  hang  upon  the  nail. 

6.  See  hence  a  good  reafon  for  that  folemn  work  and  dui 
pf  covenanting,  by  ftretching  out  the  hand  unto  the  Lord,  ; 
it  is  faid  of  Ethiopia,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  31.  This  duty  is  warrantc 
by  fcripture  example,  and  fcripture  prophecy  concerning  tl: 
days  of  the  New  Tcflament,  and  the  example  of  our  wortli 
forefathers  in  the  three  kingdoms,  and  this  land  in  a  partici 
lar  manner.  As  God  the  Father,  bylblemn  oath,  has  conft 
tute  his  own  Son  the  great  Manager  of  his  houfe,  hanging  a 
the  offspring  and  iOTue  upon  hirii ;  So  it  is  highly  reafonabl 
ihat  all  the  offspring  and  ifTue  of  the  family  fliould  homologai 
\fi»  deed,  by  foicm  oath  and  covenant,  before  the  whole  worh 

beciiu 


ity  in  his  holy  oracles :  I  fiy,  what  more  juil  and  rea- 
r,  in  fuch  a  cal'e,  than  that  all  that  love  our  Lord  Jcfus 

and  regard  his  honour  and  glory,  Ihould,  in  the  mofl 

manner  ifnaj^in.ibie,  decUre  their  adherence  to  bim  in 
^fence  of  angds  arid  m^itj  faying  with  Joihuj,  ^^WhAt- 
:licTs  dOf  wc  and  ourhoufe  will  fcrvc the  Lord/'  Th«jc 
[enetation  of  men  in  our  day,w!io  ftt  up  only  for  a  pti* 
elfifti  kind  of  religion.  If  they  believe  with  the  hearty 
link  they  hav^  done  enough*  If  they  enjoy  raptures 
H^Ges  of  love  to  Chrift,  they  arc  eafy  what  come  of  Jc-' 
n»  what  come  of  the  aik  of  God,  or  a  covenanted  reLor* 
L.  liCt  error  in  doctrine,  corruption  in  wor(liip»  tyranay 
Tumcnt,  prevail  as  much  as  they  will,  it  is  all  a  matter; 
ire  not  the  eiTcntials ;  all  is  wcii  with  ihem  if  they  have 
bey  call  the  Spirit p  But  what  fort  of  a  fpirit  is  that 
follow&y  ckaves  to,  and  coal e fees  with  abjured  prelacy, 
ipt  backiliding  miniilry^  and  judicatories  that  deny  the 
:ion  of  folemn  cove:nanrs,  and  at  the  fame  time  infpire 
rith  enmity  agaitill  a  tclbmony  for  a  coyt:nanced  rctor* 
1,  and  all  that  own  it  ?  Surely  fuch  a  fpirit  muil  be  tie 
}i  the  oid  ft^rpent  tranaforming  hlmfclf  into  an  angel  of 

the  old  mali^n:iiir  fpirit  that  perlecutcd  our  fotc- 
»  unto  death  >  for  cieavlng  to  a  cove  it  minted  refor- 
X,  aUhough  now  indeed,   it  has  put  on  the  name  and 

of  Pxcibyterun*  They  th;it  boafl  of  fuich  :i  fpirit,  as 
rcrc  ^  fpirit  of  convcifionf  they  boafl  thcmfcWes  in  a 
of  nought  i  ye^i  ,ii^,  a  thing  that  is  worfe  than  uought^ 


I  ID  Ctrift  confidend  as  the  NaUfaJtitud  in  afitn  Plaet^  Hi, 

xti.  of  bailards  in  the  vifible  churchy  which  cannot  be  reckon- 
ed  among  this  number.  They  are  indeed  called  the  children 
-of  the  kingdom  ;  but  they  are  fuch  as  do  not  inherit  the  king- 
4lom  of  God,  becaufe  they  will  be  call  into  utter  darknefs. 
And  therefore  it  concerns  us  to  fee,  whether  or  not  we  fyethe 
lawfulljr  begotten  children  of  Zion,  the  true  offspring  and 
iifue  vtt  Goas  houfehold  and  family.  I  remember,  in  the  doc- 
trinal part,  I  told  yoo  why  they  are  called  the  offspring  artd 
iflue  ',  and  now  1  would  offtr  you  two  or  three  marks  whereby 
they  may  be  known. 

1.  All  the  ofispring  and  iflue  of  God's  family,  tliey  have 
-}$afled  through  the  ftrait  gate  of  regeneration,  or  the  new 
birth;  for,  fays  Chrid,  *^  £xcept  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Goil."  But,  fay  you^  how 
may  I  know  if  I  be  a  partaker  of  the  new  birth  i  I  anfwer^ 
The  new  birth  brings  a  new  (late  or  (t<)nding  with  it.  Ydn 
bare  quit  your  (landing  upon  the  law  bottom  of  works,  and 
all  foundations  of  fand,  and  taken  up  your  only  ftand  upon  the 
foundation  laid  in  Zion,  which  is  Chrift  Jefus.  The  fiew 
birch  brings  a  new  heart  along  with  it :  Hzek.  xxxvi.  26.  **  A 

•new  heart  will  i  give  them,"  &c.  The  new  birth  brings  with 
it  new  principles  of  a^ ion,  a  principle  of  life,  of  faith  and  love^ 
new  motives  and  ends-,  felf*lore  conflrains  the  fmner,  but 
the  love  of  Chriic,  and  the  glory  of  God,  con  drains  the  true 
convert  to  duty.  The  new  birth  ma-  es  a  man  to  afle£l  the 
new  covenant,  even  a  covenant  of  rich  grace  and  promlfe; 
**  faying,  this  is  all  my  falvation."  The  new  birth  makes  a 
man  to  affctl  new  laws.  He  was  formerly  under  the  law  of 
fin  and  dcatn;  but  now  he  detights  in  the  law  of  the'  Lord, 
und  approves  of  it,  as  iioly,  jull,  and  good  ;  he  delights  in  rhe 
law  ot  the  Lord,  nfter  the  inner  man.  The  new  birth  brings  a 
new  language  along  with  it ;  the  man  gets  a  new  rongue  % 
formerly  he  fpoke  the  language  of  Alhdod,  but  now  the  Un- 
guag«?  of  Canaan.  The  new  birth  produccth  new  vicwsy  both 
of  tilings  temporal  and  eternal.  So  thrn,  try  yourlclves  by 
thel\;  whether  you  be  among  the  true  ol^^pIing  and  iiTuc  of  the 
hog  ft  of  Go<i :  for  '*  he  is  not  a  Jew,  v/ho  is  one  outwardly  \ 
neither  is  that  circumcifion,  which  is  o>4tward  in  the  flefh : 
but  he  is  a  jew,  who  is  one  inwaidly  5  and  circunKifion  is 
that  of  the  heart;  in  the  Spirit,  and  not  in  the  letter,  whofe 
praife  is  -not  of  men,  but  of  God." 

2.  All  the  olTsp-ing  and  iflue  of  the  houfe  have  fcen  th«ir 
Father's  councenan<f6';  and  they  are  always  glad  at  the  fight 
of  ir,  like  David,  **  thou  haft' pin  more  glatlnefs  in  my  heart 
by  thy  countenance,  than  they  when- their  corn,  wine,  and  oil 
<iid  abound.**         ■'.  '  U   ■        ::.-'. 


3h  AH  die  ofiipriiig  of  God's  fiintly»  eaoh  one  of  them  te- 
fadbki  tte  diUdren  of  «  Idiigi.  beeaafe  they  bear  a  likenefs 
ma  tfaeir  Father^  and  hisfirft^Mni  Sn  i  •*  By  behoUtng  his 
g)or7»  «e  are  ehanged  into  the  fine  ioieg^.^  And  they  hate 
theaafeltfeaf  becanfe  of  their  Hjffimilirnii  thnrngh  reaniniagi 
fin  and  mdweUiag  corraptioo;  faying,  with  Panlf  Rom.  yii^  -aai* 
**  Wretched  man  that  i  anii  who  will. delim  me  from  dua 
body  of  fin  and  death  I 

4.  All  the  oApcing  of  God's  fiunUy,  ther  have  great  trvft^ 
aad  faith  to  put  in  Chtift  the  great  Manager  of  the  faanily  i 
hence  catted  bdk^msf  becaufe  they  believe  in^  and  bcKew- 
00  Us  name:  John  i.  12.  **  But  as  maof  as  received  him/i 
ts  diem  gaye  he  power  to  become  the  fiios  of  God,  even  to  - 
tliem  that  believe  on  his  name.'*    The  very  name  of  Chrift ' 
isfo  fweet  to  them,  that  it  is.  like  ointment  pouted  fordv^ 
uid  if  tbejr  had  all  the  fouls  that  ever  fpamg  of  Adam  dwelU 
iog  in  thenr  bodiesi  they  could  commit  the  Imping  of  them  ail ' 
taUm. 

5.  All  the  ofipdng  of  the  houfe  ate  acquainted  with  the 
Manager's  voice,  the  voice  of  his  word,  and  the  voice  of  his 
rod^  ^  My  (heep  know  my  voice."  When  they  hear  hia  pnn 
mifii^  voice,  they  are  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in.  believing  it. 
When  they  hear  his  commanding  voice,  they  are  ready  to  fay, 
I  will  run  the  ways  of  thy  commandments ;  only  give  grace  to* 
obey,  and  command  what  thou  wilt.  When  they  hear  his 
threatening  voice,  they  tremble  at  his  word.  When  they 
hear  hb  correfking  voice,  in  worldly  trials  and  croifeSf  they 
are  ready  to  fay  with  David,  ^'  I  was  dumb  with  filence,  I 
opened  not  my  mouth,  becaufe  thou  didit  it." 

6.  All  the  offimring  and  liTue  of  the  family,  they  love  to  Kfp 
out  their  Father  s  name,  crying,  Abhoj  Psthir^  Rom.  viii.  It 
is  ^true,  through  the  prevalency  of  unbelief,  and  a  fenfe  of 
guilt  and  filth,  they  blufh  when  they  fpeak  to  him  as  a  Father; 
bat  yety  now  and  then,  as  faith  gets  up  its  head,  they  will  be 
ready  to  cry,  as  the  churbh,  If.  Ixiii.  16.  '^  Doubtlefs  thou  art 
oar  Father,  though  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  us,  and  Ifrael  ac« 
knowledge  us  not :  thou,  O  Lord,  art  our  Father,  our  Re- 
deemer, thy  name  is  from  everlafting." 

7*  If  you  be  the  true  of&pring  of  this  family,  your  Father's 
prefence  will  be  your  delight,  and  his  abfence,  hiding,  and 
frowns  will  be  an  intolerable  affli£tion.  Chrill,  the  firlUborn 
of  che  family,  he  never  complained  fo  much  of  all  his  other 
troubles,  as  when  his  Father  looked  down  upon  him,  TfaL 
xxti»  I.  <<  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?" 
Jufl  fo  is  ic  with  all  the  genuine  offspring,  as  you  fee  in  Da- 
vid, Afaph,  Hcman,  and  others. 

8.  YoM 


-  B-  Yfiu  ifiH  dearly  Iqtc  all  thit  htiv  their  Father's 
^iid  the  ieaa|[c  of  him  who  is.  the  r^tprefs  image  6f  the  ] 
and  the  more  refrmhiiDe^  thr?  have  unto  him,  you  nv 
rhem  the  bitter:  t  John  iij,  14.  "  Bf  ihi*  wc  know  1 
hate  patird  from  death  utito  lifc^  b  caufc  wc  Jore  tl 
(hrcn***  You  mnjl  cllcr?in  them,  a#  Dattd,  the  ci cello 
of  the  einh ;  v.-ith  ihcna  .will  bz  aH  yoer  dcHf^ht* 

Xi^/fi  All  the  otTiprinj^  and  iffiic  of  God*s  hotiiie,  th< 
A  zewi  WW  tlic  Hooding  df  their  Fiber's  boufe  i  thsy 
the  habitMion.  of  his  houfe,  and  the  pface  where  hU 
dvrells  I  and  therefore  wiil  h^TC  fofnethmg  of  the  Spirit 
fir  ft*  bom  J  of  whom  it  b  f*id^  ♦'  The  zeal  of  thiac  ho  11 
ca:en  rrc  up"     h  it  pofTtblc  that  a  triat^  child  of  a  fam 
hifiulsconccmed,  when  he  fees  robberics^committed 
ho«fe«  or  the  hou&'bf  bis  father  tamed  intaa  den  of  tl 
Or  wiUft  true  born  child  herden  and  aflbciate  himfc 
f adw  wthoiit  opptrftng  them,  and  witneffinfr  af^ainft 
A  true  child  of  the  family  will  be  ready  to  fay  of  fdch, 
cob  faid  of  Simeon  and  Levi,  '*  They  are  brethren  in  in 
O  my  foul,  come  not  thou  into  their  (ccfet,"  &c. 
have  giTcn  you  fome  marks  which  hare  a  relation  to  t 
charader  given  to  belierers  in  the  teit. 

I  rome  next  to  purfue  a  trial,  with  an  eye  toward  the 
tiiara£ler  or  defignation  of  ycflels  of  di^rent  fizes,  yc 
cUpSy  and  YefTels  of  flagons,  all  hanging  upon  the  nail  f: 
in  a  fure  place,  in  the  church,  which  is  the  houfe 
living  God,  there  are  veflels  of  mercy  and  vcffcls  of 
veflels  of  honour  fitted  for  the  Madei's  ufe,  and  vei 
wrath  fitted  for  deilru^lion. 

Now,  here  fome  may  readily  put  the  queflion.  How 
know  if  I  ^  a  vcflel  of  mercy  and  honour  ?  For  dear; 
way  to  the  anfwering  of  this  quedion,  you  will  confide 
all  the  children  of  men  fprung  of  Adam  by  natural  gene 
the  ele£^  of  God  as  well  as  others,  are,  in  the  eye 
law,  TtfTels  of  wrath  fitted  for  dcftrudion,  through  the 
tion  and  guilt  of  original  or  a£tu2l  fin.  And  until  Go< 
in  a  day  of  power,  and  dig  the  vtflel  of  mercy  from  un 
filth  and  rubbifti  of  the  fall  of  Adam«  no  man  can  mak< 

I    . ,  _ .  ^^  rath,  becai 

i*  *  '  bdotig  to  the  Lord. 

^L  -J  .,-,,. Ui,  *  „^,  How  may  a  prr-i  kno^v  if 
yrs  4  %eiici  •jf  mercy  titttd  by  rc|;£i  . ;  and  fan^ 

l^r  far  thrMiUtt's  tifc?  Hath  GcNt  \c\  formed  1 
■■Mf  t  H-ith  he  taken  tne  cut  of  n^turc'^  quarry,  out 
Mm    "    \  jihcd,  and  iultificd,  sui  Ur.aificd  roe 

|g^"    ' ^  J4ia^aiid  by  the  S^ith  cf  our  Gcd  ? 


Chri/l  eonjidered  as  the  Nail  fafieneJ  in  a  fun  Place ^  ts*r.  113 

I  fay,  if  this  be  the  queition,  I  will  give  you  a  few  marks  of  the 
▼cfTels  of  mercy  and  honour. 

I.  Every  vcffcl  of  mercy  in  the  houfe  of  our  God  (whether 
they  be  veiTels  of  cups,  'or  veflcis  of  flagons))  has  feen  himfelf 
to  be  a  veiTcl  of  wrath  by  nature,  condemned  already,  full  'of 
the  vermine  of  fin  and  corruption,  treafurin^  up  to  himfelf 
wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath.  Hence  all  God's  Ifrael  are 
ready  to  take  up  that  melancholy  fong,  *•  A  Syrian- ready  to 
pcrifh  was  I :  At  that  time  I  was  af^r  off,  an  alien  to  rhe  com- 
monwealth of  Ifrael,  a  flrangcr  to  the  covenant  of  promife, 
without  God,  without  Chrift,  and  without  hope  in  the  world," 
Hence, 

a.  All  the  vcflcls  of  mercy  are  taken  up  in  admirinp;  the 
rich  tod  free  nrercy  of  God,  in  taking  ^p  the  like  of  them 
from  among  the  pots.  **  Not  by  the  works  of  righteoufnefs, 
but  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  waihing  of  re- 
generation," &c.  Oil,  fays  Paul,  '*  I  was  a  bLifphcmer,  a  per- 
secutor, an  injurious  perfon,  but  I  obtained  mercy.  He  took 
me  (fays  David)  out  of  the  horriijlc  pit,  and  miry  clay,  and 
fet  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  put  a  new  fong  in  my  mouth, 
even  pr  lifes  unto  our  God." 

3.  All  G..>d*s  V'-iT.ls  of  mercy  have  undergone  the  hammer 
of  the  law  in  a  gre.iter  or  leii'er  meafure  :  "  Is  not  my  word 
as  a  hammer,  faith  the  Lorvl,  that  brcaketh  the  rock  in  pieces?'* 
The  law  is  a  fcljool-mallcr,  to  lead  us  unto  Ciiriit.  So  much 
hammering  by  the  law  is  K'-cctfary,  and  no  more,  as  ferves  to 
he;it  the  heart  and  hands  of  a  finncr  off  from  the  broken  nail 
of  the  law,  in  point  of  ri;;hreou(nefs.  "  1  through  the  law 
(f.iys  I'ciul),  am  dead  to  tlic  hw."  So  much  of  this  hammer 
ia  needful,  as  to  beat  down  the  vain  and  towering  imagina- 
tions of  our  own  goodnefs,  holinefs,  wifdoni,  and  rightrouf- 
nef^  \  the  D.igon  of  felf,  '\\\  all  the  fhapcs  and  forms  of  it, 
mull  be  broken  down  for  cv^r.  The  vcll'd  of  mercy  (hall  ne- 
ver more  f.iy  with  the  proud  I'harifee,  *'  God,  1  thank  tliee, 
that  I  «m  not  as  other  mrn  ;"  or,  with  Laodirea,  **  I  am  rich, 
and  increaftd  with  goo'Js,  \vm\  it.nul  in  ne^rd  of  noiliinj:." 

4.  AH  \\\"  vtllels  ot  mercy  arr  m.i'Jc  li.*jrrily  contc-iu  to 
cIm  ii»c  their  holding.  A!!  n.ankirid  have  rlK-ir  holding  triiher 
On  til::  firlt  or  t'ecoi:d  Adini  ;  fhty  arc*  either  h;inc[in^  by  tl.c 
br.kcn  ii-iii  of  ihc  covcn.iiU  of  workri,  or  by  the  golpti-iiail  of 
tl..^  covenant  of  grace ;  they  arc  eithrr  fcrcking  life  and  rigli- 
teoui'iiels  by  the  works  of  the  l.»w,  oi*  by  the  j^race  of  the  gof- 
pel.  Now,  in  a  day  cf  converfion,  the  linner  having  his  hands 
knocked  otf  from  his  firit  holding,  he,  by  th*?  hanil  of  faith, 
which  is  God's  ^ift,  receives  Chrill,  and  takes  liold  of  that  co- 
vtnant  whereof  he  is  head,  faying,  '*  in  Iiim  wiil  1  be  jallilied, 
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^i  im  fctqn  ^1 1  gjl^r  i,  for  ^i  Vm  4^««^  I  ^ghnecrafi^.  ^ 
ibrength ;  he  it  to  me  the  end  of  Jthc  i« v  foe  niilWW9i 
for  be  was  made  (in  iqr  lu^  thopigb  1^  Jfmw.M^%.I%/ 
9M|jbt  bf.  9)^  tbfB^-ijghlcQafiaefii  oi  (^  m  t^n-i^fi^r 
FJmI,  Ui.8*9*        .»  • 

.51.  AU  ihe  yeflek^f .  mercy  are  melted  n^  jtfae  fi^.pf  =, 
mce  awl  lore,  and  ^mAt  pliable  to  tl^  ^ritt  otOpiL'  . . 
Mart  a|  ftone  t$  meked  into  a  bc^rt  of  fieihy  £.7ek.  s^vL.] 
nnie  iron  finew  of  ihfi  ebftinate  will,  tbrongb  the  b(pat  Vlfii 
^190  love,  is  made  to  give  waj^»  and  yield  mito  the  ^pviae./i^ ' 
P&I» «.  3*  i  Ae  tiii«V4ge  otcvcjj  f^lM  mercy,  is,  ^?  i 
"what  wilt  thou  hare  me  co  do  ?"  The  adamantine  heart  ia4 
folyed  into  eyangeUcal  rcpentancej  (a  tl^at  die,  man  iiovf  J 
on  him  whom  he  h^d  pierced,  and  mptuns,"  Zech.  ziv  ip^ij 

6«  411  the  yeffisls  of  the  boufe  are  wafhed,  and  will  be  f 
qnently  wiUhing  cheji^felves,  1;^  the  fonataia  9(^[^ 
blood,  H>>fn  fin  and  from  uncleannefr,  Zech*  xiii*  i* 
yeflels  cS  the  houfe,  through  remaining  com&ptiony 
tioa,  and  frequent  falls  into  the  puddle  of  afiual  fin,  _ 
daft,  and  become  dim  and  unfit  for  the  ^fe  and  fenrice  of  1 
great  Father  and  Manager  of  the  houfe  ;  and  therefore  he  \ 
have  them  fprinkled  witli  clean  water ;  he  will  have  d 
hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience,  and  .their  hod^ 
waihed  with  pure  water  :  ^^  ij^xcept  I  waili  thee  (fays  < 
to  Peter),  thou  haft  ao  part  in  me."  And  this  wafliiog  J 
what  they  themfclves  cry  for,  efpecially  when  defiled  wi|g[ 
any  fall :  hence  they  cry,  w^th  David,  Pi'al.  li.  i.  *^  Waih  nrf 
thrpughly  from  n^ine  iniquity,  and  cleanfe  rac  firom  my  fin» 
And,  ver.  7.  **  Purge  n^e  with  hyiTopi  and  I  fluU  b^  cleai| 
Wafli  mp>  and  l-fl^U  be  whiter  than  fnow.'^  .] 

7*  AU  the  veifeis  of  the  houfe,  from  the  lead  to  the  gre^eflj 
have  the  narne  of  the  Father  of  the  houfci  and  of  the  Manage 
of  the  houfoi  and  of  the  houfe  or  city  they  pcTuin  to,  cngr* 
yea  upon  them.  It  has  been,  and  ihil  Ui  the  cuQom  of  gm4 
meiv,  to  have  their  names  and  arms  graven  on  their  gold  aai 
filver  vefleis ;  fo  is  it  in  the  houfe  of  our  God*  All  the  vi| 
fels  of  mercy  have  his  name  and  motto  engraven  upon  thepij 
Rev.  xiv.  I.  y  X^o,  a  Lamb  flood  on  the  Mount  Sioa|  a||| 
with  him  aa  hundred  forty  and  four  thoufdud,  having  tb^| 
]pathcr's  name  written  in  their  foreheads."  They  have  t)i| 
nacoe  of  Chrift,  the  great  Manager  of  the  houfe,  written  og 
them,  particularly  that  name,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  <>  The  Lord  Qi|| 
righteoufnefs  ;"  apd  in  this  name  of  his  do  they  rejoice  all  tbl 
d^y  long,  for  in  hisrip;ht^oufiiefb  are  they  exalud.  And  t{>in| 
as  \ue  are  told,  Rev*  iii.  12.  the  name  of  the  new  Jerufajinij 
which.cometh  down  from  Qod  out  0/ heaven,  is  fngravffa.fg 


thrift  evnfiiiffi  as  the  Nmlfaftened  in  a  fun  Piact^  (sfi\  1 1 5 

lem  ;  for  they  prefer  Jerufalem  unto  their  chiefeft  joy.  In 
wordi  God's  name,  his  f^lory,  honoar,  and  aothority,  h» 
ruth,  his  worflrip,  his  caufe,  and  intereft,  the  word  of  Ood, 
ht  teftimony  of  Jcfus,  the  prerogatives  of  his  crown  and  king- 
om,  every  true  believer  hatli  thtfc,  as  rt  were,  engraven  on 
AS  heart,  and  will  ftitdy  to  profefs  and  maintain  thenfi  bcforre 
he  worldi< 

8.  If  ybd  be  the  veflcls  of  mercy  and  honour,  the  Mafter  of 
he  houfe  will  now  and  then  be  making  ufe  of  you,  by  poar- 
ng  the  wine,  the  oil,  the  water,  or  milk  of  his  grace  and  Spi*' 
it  into  you  :  "  Fot  out  of  his  fulncfs  do  we  all  receive,  and 
pfarcc  for  gtace."  Every  vcffel  of  the  houfe  is  anointed  with 
lie  fitefli  oil  of  the  Holy  Ghoft :  "  We  hafvc  an  un£tion  from 
he  holy  One."  And  they  that  want  this  anointing  of  the 
iptrit,  in  one  degree  or  another,  the  Manager  of  the  houfe 
viU  not  own  them  as  his  *  **  If  any  rtian  have  not  the  Spirit 
)f  Chrtft,  he  is  none  of  his."  They  will  be  found  among  the 
;ooii(h  virgins,  whofe  vefTels  had  no  oil,  when  the  ihid- night 
:ry  was  heard,  '^  Behold,  the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out 

0  meet  him."  But,  I  fayj  all  the  vcflels  of  mercy  hate  a 
greater  or  fmsller  meafurc  of  the  anointing  of  the  Spirit ;  and 
:vcry  anointing  of  the  Spirit,  enJargeth  the  veflTci  to  hold  mo^e, 
nfonmch,  that,  through  the  frequent  communications  of  the 
Spirit,  a  cup  veffcl  at  firll  becomes  a  large  vcflcl,  or  a  veflcl  of 
Sagon,  until  it  be  ready  to  be  tranfported  from  the  lower  to 
die  upper  ftorcy  of  the  houfe,  where  every  vclTcl  (hall  be  filled 

rimfui  of  God. 

^efi,  Sojne  exercifcd  foul  may  be  ready  to  fay,  O  how 
happy  wouW  I  be,  if  I  knew  that  I  were  but  the  leatl  veflcl  in 
rhe  houfe  of  God,  hanging  on  the  nail  faftened  in  a  fure  place  ? 
hot,  alas  !  1  am  fuch  a  poor,  worthlefs,  ufelcfi  creature,  that 

1  am  afraid  I  am  none  of  them. 

Anfro.  It  is  the  nature  of  all  the  veflels  of  mercy  in  the 
houfe  of  God,  yea,  of  the  great  llagons,  to  efteem  themfelves 
worthlefs,  and  among  the  kail,  yea,  Icfs  than  the  leaft  of  all 
the  veflTels  of  the  houfe.  Eph.  iii.  8.  fays  the  great  apodle 
Paul,  •*  I  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints."  And  the  lower 
that  they  fink  in  their  own  eyes,  the  higher  do  they  rife  in  the 
efleem  of  the  great  Lord  of  the  houfe,  if.  Ivii.  15.  and  the 
more  of  his  grace  and  farour  do  they  receive,  for  "  he  givcth 
grace  unto  the  humble." 

OhjeEl-  2.  May  another  fay,  I  am  fo  broken  and  tofled  with 
worldly  trials,  that  I  am  ready  to  think  I  am  none  of  the  oflF- 
fpring  or  vcfTcls  of  his  houfe.  Anfw,  "  Many  are  the  afflic- 
lions  of  the  righreou*;,  and  through  many  tribulations  we  mulV. 
'n:cr  into  the  kingdom."    Chrift  himfelf  fuiFcrcd  before  he 

entered 


enteral  rilit9  his  gl«r)i^  and  fo  bav^  jAj  t^  doodk^  i 
Heb.  ;lI  .  And  theref«fe  it  is .»  £aife.Mn()iufiQp  to 
da  oM  belong  to  tbe  Lofd,  tliec^ufe  o^AniiiltipiM 
fli$Ui)b  i  for  '<  if;i9(ebc  wUhout  cbi(|iriBpif»t;>hmR«f  X 
pMCaikcrSf  thei>  are  Wc  baftards  and  Mt  fons.    jWbof^j 
Lofd  lovcth,  he  ^bftOtneth/*    God>.giM  and  filfciri    ^ 
go  frequently  into  the  furnace,  and  there  is  a  Mfriifct^i 
to^fwrge  away  tbiQilr  drcifiii  and  tberefcire>  IcAm  tolj^);?^ 
Jobk  **  When  thou  baft  cri^  me,  tbou  ibalt  bring  ifl!B.f 
aa>ftold.f  ^       '^   ^         '**  3 

..Qtjiii.  3.r  I  fmiiiicb'a>ile  pdluted  ereatnrer'tbac  L<9m|| 
thtvfc  I  am  one  of  his  ipApring  by  regeneratibni  none  of  4l 
vc^s  of 'bonour,  b«t^  rather  a  veifci  of .  f^ratb^  fitted  liwi^i 
ftrwEtion.  •  jfnfw.  Qod  will  not  c^ft  away  his  gold  andfibdj 
▼efieISi  bocaulAof  tbedrofii  and  alloys!  fin  and  couupcis^ 
that'ts  ab^ut  them., .  A  ^an  jirlU  take  u||  a  refiel  of  bis  haoft 
though  itrbe  lying  in'  ^:dttngfaiU.  So  here ;  David,  SokoM^I 
V^Hii  and-  many  otbei^  of  4e  trims,  .£dl  into  the  mirp  olf  fig 
and  yet  the  Lord  took  them  from  tfam  dunghtll,  and  made  theai 
likc.ihe  wings  of  a  dove.;  And  (h$;refore,  feeing  Godwillool 
caft  P^  ^or  ever,  do  not  you  caft  oiFyourfclf.      ^ 

Obje5i.  4. 1  a:*«  ib.hariiired  whh  Satsin  and  his  fiery  darts,  that 
I  am  afraid  I  am  none  of  God's  children,  none. of  his  veiTdSf 
I  am  tempted  to  evils  and  abominations  that  I  am  afraid  ta 
name  to  any  in  the  world.  Anfw.  Chriilhimfelf  wag  ttmpuil 
in  alJ.tlungA  as  we  ;^rci  tb^t^he  might  be  a  merciful  high  priefti 
to  fympathize  with  them  that  arc  tempted.  Again,  confideti 
for  thy  encourugement,  that  ufuallv  the  devil  gives  tlie  foreft 
pulls  and  puflies  at  the  offspring  oi  God's  houfe,  at  the  goU 
and  fslvcr  vofleis  of  his  family:  and  if  you  did  not  belong tc 
God,  Satan  would  not  purfue  you  fo  much.  When  Ifrael 
came  out  of  Egypt*  then  Pharaoh  and  his  hod  purfucfi 
mod  vigoroufly.  Again,  *^  The  God  of  peace  (ball  bruife  Sa 
can  under  your  feet  fi)or&Iy." 

ObjeH.  ^.  I  am  none  of  tbe  oiTbprlng  or  vefTels  :  for  God  i 
hiding,  and  carrying  to  me  as  an  enemy,  infomuch  that  th 
very  remembrance  of  Mm  is  a  terror  to  me.  Anjvj^  This  i 
no  unprecedented  cafframong  God's  cbiUhren.  David,  whe 
lie.**; remembered  God,  he  was  trpublcd  ;"  Af<iph  cries,  **  1 
his  mercy  clean  gone  ?!'  Heman,  PfaU  Ixxxviii.  "  While 
fufTer  thy  terrors,  1  am  diftraaed."  Yea,  Chrift,  the  firfi 
born  and  beloved  Son,  ib  under  fuch  agony  of  foul,  that  b 
cries  out,  *'  I  am  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death.  J 
is  hard  to  tell  how  far  fatherly  difpleafure  and  challifcmer 
may  be  carried  ;  but  this  is  an  uncontroverted  truth,  that  tt 
foundation  of  God  (tandeth  fure>  and  God  will  never  di 
*    .  inhcT 


d  the  blood  of  thofe  whofc  fouls  are  cryinj::  from  undtr  ^r^ 

ir.      But  whatevtr  c<4l;imitjes  may  be  a-comlng,  though  ^''.^^ 

rid  ftiould  be  unhinged,  heaven  and  earth  mingled,  and 
g  to  be  heard  or  feen  bui  the  confufed  noil'e  oif  the 
rs,  and  garments  rolled  in  bloodi  yet  Tcrily  it  (hall  be 
ith  the  righteous ;  the  gre^t  Manager  of  toe  bamk  ia 
;o  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  which  is  his 
and  he,  being  at  the  helm,  will  take  care  that  the  leaft 
his  Father's  houfe  (ball  not  be  loft,  though  the  moun- 
lould  be  removed  and  caft  into  the  midft  of  the  fea,  If. 
Pfal.  xlvi.  at  the  beginning. 

iere  ia  comfort  in.cafe  of  perfonal  aiQilftioni.*.  Somc- 
the  Lord  fees  fit  to  take  the  veflels  of  his  houfc,  and  to 
em  into  a  hot  furnace,  or  tt>  plunge  them  hitb  the  deep 
Itter  waters  of  Marah;  deep  may  call  unto  ietfy  one 
naking  way  for  another  :  but  here  is  comfort,  the  greac 
;er  fits  at  the  fide  of  the  furnace^  to  fee  that  the  drofs 
rged,  but  the  veflel  prefcnred.  He.  treads  upon  the 
,  and  the  wind  and  the  fcas  obey  hjm,  and  at  length  he 
IV,  **  Peace,  be  ft  ill ;"  and  then' there  ihall  be  a  great 
I^fal.  xlii.  7.  3-  **  AU  thy  vavies  and  thy  billows  are  gone 
ae.  Yet  the  l^ord  will  command  ihi&  loving^kindncfs 
:  day>cime,  and  io  the  night,  his  fong  fhaH  be  with 


ictre  is  comfort  in  cafe  of  rents,  divifions,  and  manifold 
era  in  the  vifible  church,  as  there  is  at  this  day ;  men 
g  their  fellow-fervants,  and  puting  themout  of  the  houfe, 

»fir    f'%^t\\^tt\r%m('c  H\  *K^  TV/Til^*.**  f\f    »Y%»    ViA*tC>  •    tK/«ir    rv^'tl- 


ite  Chifl  coijfidendd^  tie  Nmlf^mi  in  a  fun  fimii^€t 

aothorityof  HeaTenviii  the  greaieft  command  'dtet^t^er  «% 
tSued  out  from-  the  exCeilcnt  glolry.  '     *  -  . ;  '  "  - 

Let  nothing. thetf'fcaitftm  from'ComingtO'th»freatliflin 
ger  by  faithi  or  from  hanging  yoiiip  ju^Hficatidfl^fiinaiiditti 
and  faWttiont  u^  tMd  nail  fefleaed  in  ft  fure  place.  ^  Tali 
hitcAy  brethreni  kft  thene  betn  any  of  ybuan  arHfaeart/of  un 
belief^  in  turning  yon  away  froAi  the  iivitig  Godr  tiiil  tAlB 
fear  kft  a  promtfc  of  Salvation  beingMe  iis*  any'of  u4  ftouli 
fecm  to  come  fliort  of  it ;"  the  confcqaeiice  tberdof  wilt  Ki  f» 
tal  through  141  <^^n^i9* '        -).,.•.  '  .    . 

Do.  not  fay»  I  am  not  prepared' for  coming  to  him  ;  for^ 
fcnow  of  no  preparation  a  finner  cail  make  for  Chrift^  but  tha 
of  his  feeing  himfelf  loft  and  undone  without  him/  Wha 
preparation  had  the  man<4Iayc)r,  befides  danger  from  th^  aiydn 
ger  of  blood,  when  he  fled  to  the  city  of  refuge  ?  What  prtpa 
ration  haa  a  drowning  man  to  make  for  taking  hold  of  a  ftron] 
rope  cad  \\i  to  draw  him  aOiore  ?  Isnot  the*  fick  man  prepare 
for  the  phyfician  ?  tf  e  man  ftaryiog  through  ^aftt  prcparM  fo 
meat  ?  " 

Do  not  fay,  that  the  fiery  Irtw,  and  its  evrfc,  ftands  in  you 
way  i  for  the  hw  condcmnb  you  becaufc  you  do  not  improv 
the  remedy  prefcnttci  to  you  in  the  gofpel.  The  thunders  c 
the  law  are  huihcd  into  a  pieafarit  calrii,  whenever  the  finne 
comes  unto  mount' Zion,  and  to  Jcfujithc  Mediator  of  the  nei 
covenant.  Chrilt  is  "  the  end  of  the  liiw  for  ri^hteoufnefe  < 
every  one  that  bclicvcth  ^  and  tiiercfore  •  no  coademndtion  t 
chem  that  are  in  hin;.'^ 

Do  not  fay,  that  the  docree  of  God  is  any  otflacle  irt  you 
way  of  coming  unro  Chrift,  r.nd  hanging  your  eiernal  falvj 
tion  upon  him  \  for  as  the  decree  of  God  is  Iccret,  and  do< 
not  belong  to  us,  fo,  in  the  decrees  of  Heaven,  the  end  an 
the  mean  are  connect'-d  together,  and  tlie  one  made  fuhTerv; 
cot  unto  the  other.  Docs  any  man  concern  himftlf  wit 
God's  decrees  in  the  ordinary  at^^irs  of  life  ?  Docs  the  niei 
-chant  argue.  If  God  has  decreed  that  I  dial]  be  rich,  it  Iha 
come  to  pa^s,  thoUgh  I  never  go  to  ihc  m.ukct  and  buy  an 
fell  ?  Or  doth  the  hufbandman  argue,  1  ihall  have  a  plentifi 
crop,  if  God  haa  ordained  it,  akhough  1  neither  plant  r.c 
fow  ?  Men  will- not  venture  their  worloly  alfairs  upon  fuch 
fooliili  way  of  arguing  ;  why  then  ihouid  any  argue  at  th: 
rate  in  matters  wherein  tluir  precious  fouls  arc  concerned^  an 
lie  At  liake? 

Way  lonie  poor  foul  fay,  O,-  gladly  would  I  come  to  x\ 
great  Manyger  Chrift,  and  hang  my  fuui*s  eteTn;»I  falvatio 
upon  him,  as  on  a  n:iii- failencd  in  a  fure  place  \  but,  alas  ! 
find  fuch  an  utter  impotence  and  inubijity  to  believe  in  hir 

th 


arj/}  cm^iiirtiBS  tie  NcUfafiinti in  afmre  Plact^  fsfc.  iz i' 

4ktt  in  cxborCations  are  in  raini' until  the  power  bf  Gold  be 
pit  fintli  toehdiie  me;  "No  imiii  o«n  come  to  Chrift,  nnlefii 
tte  Father  which  fcnt  himi  draw  him."*    jin/w.  (i-)  The 
Mihat » tmhr  fenfiUe  of  its  own  inability  to  belilhre,  or  do 
ttf  thing  for  raelf,  is  in  the  faireft  way  of  beliering ;  for 
6m  Ipnngt  one  of  a  thorongh  conviAion  6f  its  own  impotence 
<al  balulitj,  either  to  wul  or  to  do.    And  therefore,  (a.) 
Anna  fenre  of  jbor  own  impotence^  look'Xip  to  him  that 
fiveth  power  to  the  hint,  and  increafe^  ftrength  to  them  th  it 
me  bo  might ;  (or  he  who  commands  yba  to  believe,  is  the 
Aathor  and  Fini(her  of  ftith|  ready  to  fulfil  in  you  all  the  good 
pkafnre  of  his  jgoodnefsi  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power. 
Oj-l  would  Ay  to  you  that  are  in  good  earneft  In  making 
tUi  6bje£lion»  "ind'  complaining  of  inability  to  belierei  that  rh^ 
power  of  ^Jrod  is  exerted  in  'a  very  filent  hnd  imperceptible  - 
viy  iqliringinjrthe  finner  to  beliere  in  Chrift,  therefore  liken- 
ed unto,  the  falling  'of  the  4ew«  the  growth  of  the  corn,  or 
t  grain jof  ipnftard  feetl'i  or  the  gradual  working  of  leaven  in  a 
neafure  of  meal,  which  are  beft  known  by  the  eieds  *,  and 
thcrrfore  bbferre  and  fee  if  you  can  perceive  any  of  the  eShAs 
of  the  Spirit  of  faith  in  ot  about  you,  fuch  as,  a  prizing  of  the 
word  and  ordinances,  a  drinking  the  finccrc  milk  of  it,  a  valu- 
ing of  Chrift,  a  renouncing  of  our  own,  and  a  leaning  only  to 
a  Surety's  riphtcoufncfs,  heart-love  to  all  that  bear  the  image 
of  God ;  thcfc,  or  the  like  fruits  of  faith,  may  be  fometimes 
found  in  the  foul  that  is  complaining  of  its  own  inability  to  be- 
lieve ;  and  if  fo,  it  is  a  hopeful  evidence  that  the  good  work  is 
begun,  and  fo  you  may  be  **  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that 
lie  who  hath  begun  the  good  work,  will  perform  it  againft  the 
(iay  of  Jefus  Chrift." 

I  fhut  up  this  exhortation  with  two  or  three  advices,  in  or« 
<ier  to  your  committing  your  all  into  the  hand  of  the  great 
Manager  of  the  houfe  of  God. 

1.  ptudy  to  be  in  good  earneft  in  the  matter  of  believing;  for 
it  is  with  the  heart  that  man  bc*licves  unto  righteoufnefs.  Faith 
IS  not  a  dTcaminp:,  fleepinj  work,  as  you  fee  in  the  cafe  of 
Peter's  hearers,  Acls.  ii.  the  j  lilor,  Afts  xvi. 

2.  Confider  well  the  wcnh  of  the  foul,  and  what  danger  it 
is  into  of  b"ing  loft  for  ever.  "  What  is  a  man  profited,  if  he 
gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofc  his  foul  ?" 

3.  Be  frequently  viewing  the  majefty  of  that  infinite  God, 
with  whom  you  muft  have  to  do  for  ever  and  ever,  and  what 
a  tearful  thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  implacable  and 
etern;»l  enemy.  **  Who  knows  the  power  of  his  wrath  ?  Who 
can  dwrll  with  devouring  fire  ?'*'&c. 

4-  Be  convinced,  that,  by  the  breach  of  the  holy  law  in 
Vol.  III.  O  Adam, 


JMmw^T^'  federal  hea4>  and  alfo  ia  your  owa  pctronf^^  7011 
«it|lf9ble  t»  the  wraA  unl  difpJcsifuTc  of  God,  jca,  comUmnd 

51.  fie  €ttmrineid-af  the  utter  inftaiBciencjr  of  all  \hok  fialld 
ihflit  yott  iMve  beeAfernKyh  truHmg  U).  Perlups  you  Hitc 
WfA  tfoftjlM  to  tbe  Mil  or  z  ^neral  mei cy  tn  God*  Buc 
ihk  viU  net  AoU  4  f(E»r'God.)))mf«If  h^  declared,  that  he  wiui 
^'^  naAtJinturM%  ,wtU  lutTf  B^.bktct  oa  I  hem  %  that  be  will  b| 
Aft metot  olear  the  iBttiltyt''  witkcuc  a  f^^f^tcm  to  hts  juiltcei 
^sd  faith*»  imywetficnt  of  tlMtt  ratis£^£tton  fct  forth  In  thf  goT^ 
ffrt-rievdatioii*  ,  Pokpt  ycH^ftu  U^oinf;  to  rhc  n^il  of  gofpcl- 
e)MW9kpritiiis|^8',(ir  receiving  tbt  k^\  pf  tW  covenant  in  bapii 
tifoi;  or  ihe  LovdV  fiippev.  Bt^t  this  nail  wiH  gire  wfiy : 
**  Uidtfr  JKHI  be  bapdaed  ^h  the  Hofy  Glio(l»  ;ind  e^t  the 
JeO^  and  drink  the  fatood  9^  the  Son  of  man>  fou  have  no 
life  ifl  yott^"  'Pcriiapv^ttarc  Ir^i-niog  to' the  ruii  of  a  blazing 
pfofeflmi. '  Bttt»  obftl  diis  wilt  fail  you,  as  you  fee  m  tbe 
cafis  oiF  the  fboltft ,  virgimb  «^  ^^%  Vtsuvih.  w.  asu  to  whooi 
<%vift  fay%  **  DcfMrt  ff^m  me,  I  ncTer  knew  you."  Perfaa^ 
you  are  leading  your  weigbc  v|>oa  the  nail  of  fome  common 
mtatpmentfi  i^mler  tbe  drop  of  the  g^fpd,,  fach  as,  a  conunoD 
kaovtedgCi  a  comnHm  faith,  a  commpn  reformation,  a  common 
9cal  for  the  public  cau£c  of  Chrift,  without  an  a^uat  takine 
hold  of  God's  covenant  of  g^tace  and  promife.  All  thefe  wii 
filFe  way.  That  knowltc^je  tlut  does  not  humble  and  fimc* 
tify,  thai  faith  that  is  niQt  accompanied  with  a  huoibie-  CenCe 
•f  unbelief,  that  reformatioaof  life  that  does  not  begiq  at  tbe 
hesrt,  thai  seal  chat  is  not  founded  on  knowled^>  will  nevei 
abide  the  trial.  Perhaps  you  are  laying  your  weight  upon  the 
law/  or  the  works  of  it,  either  in  part  or  in  whole  \  your  mo* 
xaUty,  civility,  delight  in  dtttiest  or  your  own  good  meaning! 
md  endeavours*  But^  alas  I  this  nail  will  break  alfo:  for  the 
law  is  weak  through  the  fleih,  and  there  is  no  law  givest,  fincc 
the  fall  of  Adam,  that  can  give  life,  otUerwife  righteoufocfi 
would  come  by  the  law.  The  Jews  learn d  to  this  nail,  aiul 
went  about  to  eftablilh  their  own  lighteoufnefs,  as  it  were  b] 
the  works  of  the  law.  But  what  came  of  it  ?  The  nail  broke, 
and  they  fell  under  the  condemnatory  fcntence  of  that  law  to 
which  they  leaned  \  and  thtre  they  lie^  and  will  lie  till  theii 
eyes  be  opened.  Now,  I  fay,  ftudy  and  be  fully  perfuaded  o! 
the  utter  infufficiency  of  all  thefe,  or  other  nails  you  are  ven< 
turing  your  falvation  upon,  i'hc  hall  IhaU  fwecp  away  all  thcf< 
refuges  of  lies* 

6.  Turn  away  your  eyes  from  all  thefe,  and  take  a  view  o 
the  itrengthf  fufficiency,  and  excellency  of  tbe  nail  that  Go< 
has  fallcncd  in  a  fure  place.  Study  the  excellency  of  Chriil  it 
\i\%  perfon  as  Immanuclj  God  man ;  the  validity  oilm  commiC 

i'lOl 


In  Mtlie  fcfit  cf  God ;  the  fiifficiency  of  that  riglitcwifncfs 
ieht  biwght  in  for  jvfUfyiiig  of  the  uogodlj  bj  his  obcdi- 
OMewitb'Ae  d^th ;  the  ilitrilicy  «nd  freedom  of  the  cofenant 
^Anconie  is  Heid,  Surety;  and  Mediator ;  the  prnraicncy  of  his 
imftf&on,  fay  Tiitue  of  which  he  is  able  to  fanre  to  die  utter- 
MbSall  that  cofaie  to  God  by  him :  I  fay,  be  ihoch  in  tiewing 
#1  flnediHting  npon  thrfe  things. 

7.  With  thcfe  joiftearneft  and  importmiate  prayers  in  the 
«iae  of  Chnft,  that  he,  who  is  Father  of  light,  the  Author  of 
JlpiBrf  ipiod  and^  P^''^  V^^t  ™'7  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^"^  l>gt^t  and 
itfAf  that  in  idi  fight  you  may  fee  Kght  \  that  i(  may  be  gi^^n 
jfDlj^  hj  his  word  and  Spirit,  to,  know  die  myfteries  of  the 
liB^dom  of  heaven,  particubrly  that  leading  myftery  of  a  God 
hour  nature,  ^-  God  manifefted  itf  the  flefh,  juftffied  in  the 
filjrity''  &C.  And  while  you  are  prating  for  thefe  things,  ftudy 
loMieTe,  and  be  confident  toward  mm,  that  he  will  hear  you, 
vA  Aat  Ik' doth  hear  ^u,  beeaufe  thefe  things  are  agreeable 
tohb  Willj  Mark  in.  24.  1  Jdhn  t.  14. 

8.  In  obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  and  in  a  depend- 
ence upon  his  powcr^  make  the  mint  at  refting  upon  the 
raSi  faftened  in  a  fure  piace :  commit  your  eternal  all  into 
the  hands  of  tlie  great  Manager  of  his  Father's  houfe,  faying, 
"I  believe.  Lord,  help  thou  mine  unbelief:"  I  believe  that 
through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  I  (hail  be  favcd, 
as  well  as  others  that  have  taken  the  fame  courfe  :  and  thus 
he  that  believeth  entcreth  into  his  rtft.  And  in  this  way  wah 
on  the  Lord  ;  for  **  he  that  (hall  come  will  come,  and  he  will 
not  tarry.** 

I  proceed  now  to  offer  a  word  of  exhortaiion  and  advice  to 
believers,  who  arc  here  defijned  the  offspting  and  iffue  of  the 
boufe,  and  likewife  the  vejpls  ofcups^  and  offiagons.  I  ftiaM 
offer  a  few  advices  unto  you,  fuited  unto  thefe  different  cha- 
raSers  given  you  in  the  t;:xt. 

Firfty  thenjConfidcring;  you  under  the  charaAer  of  the  off- 
Jpring  and  tlic  iffue  of  God's  family,  1  have  the  following  ad- 
vices to  offer  you. 

I.  BlcCs  God  that  ever  put  you  among  the  children,  and 
gave  you  the  pleafant  portion  and  the  goodly  herita);re.  The 
queftion  that  is  put,  as  to  this  matter,  Jcr.  iii.  19.  "  How  (hall 
this  be  done?**  plainly  implies,  thatlhcrc  were  fuch  insuperable 
difEculties  in  the  way  of  its  accomplifhment,  «t8  no  created 
power  was  capable  to  remove.  Although  a  general  affembly 
of  angels  and  archangels  bad  been  convened  to  anfwcr  this 
queilion,  How  fliall  thefe  finners  of  Adam's  family,  being 
litirb  of  htll  and  wiath,  lawful  captives  to  the  god  of  this 
world,  under  fcntence  of  eternal  deatiij  how  fliall  they,  in  a 
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confidence  with  the  honour  of  the  law,  jufticei  and  holinefi 
q(  God,  he  put  among  the  childrens  and  become  heirs  of  God) 
and  be  poileiTed  of  the  inheritance  that  is  incorruptible,  undci 
filed,  and  that  fadeth.  not  ^away  ?  they  had  beenj^ll  pi;t  to  an 
eternal  (land,  thty  behoved  to  own  that  it  w^  a  queftion  too 
high  for  them  to  refoWe.  But  behold  the  knotty  and  unan« 
fwerable  queftion  folvcd  by  Infinite  Wifdom  jmd  SoTer^igi\Ufj 
infpired  with  infinite  grace  and  love,  in  the  dofe  of  that  verie, 
'^  And  I  faid,  thou  (hah  call  me.  My  Father,  and  thou  flialt 
not  turn  away  from  me."  As  if  he  had  faid,  Alf bough  thif 
queftion  puts  the  whole  creation  to  filence,  yet  I  myfelf  will 
apfwcr  it.  My  own  beloved  and  eternal  Son,  having,  in  the 
council  of  peace,  promifcd  as  a  fecond  Adam  to  (atisfy  jufticej 
and  to  repair  the  honour  of  my  law,  by  his  obedience  unto  the 
death,  I  have  determined  to  put  theni  a/hong  the  childfeni 
and,  by  the  power  of  my  Spirit,  they  Ihall,  upon  the  footing 
of  the  ranfom  I  have  found,  cry,  Abba^  Father^  unto  me,  and 
I  virill  keep  them  by  my  power  through  faith  unto  falvation, 
O  how  ftiould  the  confiderjtion  of  all. this  grace  and  love,  ma« 
nifcftcd  in  your,  adoption,  fill  your  hearts  with  wonder,  and 
your  moutliS  with  the  highcft  praifes  of  God,  faying  with  the 
apuftle,  I  John  iii.  i.  *^  Behold,  what  manner  ot  love  the  Fa* 
ther  hath  befloweil  upon  us,  that  we  ftiould  be  called  the 
ions  cf  God  !  O  what  is  man  that  thou  art  fo  mindful  oi 
him  ?  or  what  i*i  the  fon  of  man  that  thou  ftiouidft  be  fo  kind 
unto  him  i  EJdi  the  hord,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  with* 
in  me,  blcfs  his  holy  name,"  &c.  O  1.  vy  a  tiibute  out  oi 
the  whole  creation,  and  invite  all  creatures  in  heaven  and 
earth  to  concur  with  you  in  celebrating  his  praifes,  as  David 
doth  under  a  fenle  of  redeeming  love  and  grace,  Pfal.  ciii. 
through  the  whole. 

2.  Let  the  who-e  ofFspring  and  ifTue  of  God's  family  b< 
much  employed  ^'^  beholding  and  admiring  the  nail  upor 
which  they  and  ail  their  privile^is  hang;  for  all  the  glorj 
and  oihpring  harg  on  Chrill  as  the  great  Manager  of  his  Fa. 
iher's  houfe,  a:'  you  heard  in  the  do6lrinal  part.  Believer 
thou  haft  thy  vexy  being  as  a  new  creature  in  him;  and  al 
thy  privileges,  in  time  and  through  eternity,  thty  have  thcii 
conveyance  to  ihec  through  him.  Jlcnce  is  that  doxology  0] 
the  oflspring  and  ilFue  of  Gcd's  houfc,  l!pl).  i.  3.  *'  BUiUd  bt 
the  God  and  Father  of.our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrirt,  who  h^ih  bleff 
cd  us  with  all  fpiiitual  blclFincrs  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrifl 
Jefus."  It  is  the  wil)  of  the  Father,  that  *'  all  men  (liould  ho- 
nour the^)on,  as  they  honour  the  Father;  that  every  tongut 
ftiould  confeis,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  Goc 
the  Father,"  And  t hex e fore,  I  fay,  let  every  one  behold  anc 
^^ML  admire 


blmtre  the  gbry  of  his  perfon  a«  tmmanu«J,  the  gloiy  ot 
III  meduuon  i  for  through  him  jl  ii  Uut  your  rcl4hon  %a 
God,  a«  youT  God  and  Fi*ttier,  doth  come  j  John  jtx.  17.  **  I 
ifccnd  unto  my  Father  and  your  Fittlicir,  and  to  iny  God  and 
jo(ir  God*'* 

3.  Let  all  the  o^apring  and  tfTat  of  the  family  pv&  a  firm 
crdit  to  their  Father's  "wind^  Ut  to  ihtir  fcal  i*nto  thtiit  word 
brpromifej  and  believe  the  record  of  Cod  concerning  the 
mat  M?inager  and  Fried  over  the  houfc  of  God*  It  were  ^ 
pufig  CTiminat  amd'n^  men,  and  a^i  infquif y  to  be  ponilhcd  b^ 
mc  }udge»  f'or  a  ch^M  to  f^y  to  the  mhet  th;it  begat  kim, 
rhoia  nrr  a  Uar-  But  b  it  not  much  more  crmiin,il  for  the  off*- 
rpting  of  God  by  regeneration,  to  ftjr  fo  to  him  that  begat 
:hem  by  the  word  of  truth  ?  And  yet  this  is  the  way  that 
CJod  i*  treated  by  his  own  chtldren,  undri  their  fits  of  liiibciief^ 
kfeondcnct,  and  difcontent ;  far  **  he  that  brhcvtrh  noCi 
btit  made  God  a  !iar  "  Alas  !  how  often  4o  we  contr^di^l  ouf 
fhrtrlalling  Father  to  his  face,  by  faying  cither  with  the  heart 
If  tofigimf  **  His  promife  faiU  for  evermore  ;  he  hath  forgot- 
ten to  be  gracious  5  his  mercy  is  dean  gone  f"  Is  not  thif 
hdf'«^l|pMte  to  wlat  ke  hath'deielaf^d  in  his  word,  thai! 
*  hH  nercy  U  from  ererlafting  to-ererlafting ;  that  his  grace 
lefcr  faileth^  ihafe  he  is'cver  mindful  of  his  covenant ;  his 
icoAife  he  will  not  break  i"  O  beware  of  the  fin  of  unbelief, 
br  it  is  a  reproaching  and  comradiAing  your  Father,  **  Why 
[ayea  thoa  fo,  O  Jacob  ?  Why  fpeakett  thou  fo,  O  Krael  ?  Is  he 
not  thy  Father,  tbat  begat  thee  i  Beware  of  him,  and  pro- 
rofcc  him  not ;  for  he  will  rifit  thefe  thine  iniquities  with  the 
rod,  and  thy  tranfgfeiBons  with  ftripes.'!  Well  then,  credit 
four  Father's  woxdf  for  faithfalaefs  is  the  girdle  of  his  loins, 
UMt  (ruth  the  girdle  of  his  reins.  Man  may  lie,  and  the  fon 
of  man  may  repent,  but  it  is  jimpoffible  for  God  to  lie.  Imitate 
Abradtamt  .the  father  of  the  faithful,  who  V  daggered  not  at 
tho  profnife  through  unbelief,  but  Wj^  ftrong  in  faith^  gi* 
Tiag  glory  to  God/'      . 

4«  Let  all  the  offspring  and  iflue  of' the  family  truil  the 
blefled  Manager,, ax^d  red  upon  lum  in  all  cafes  with  affured 
confidence.  ,  Hath  Cod  the  Father  imiulkd  him  with  all  the 
gloryj  all  the  ofisprine,  and  all  the  vcifeis  of  bis  houfe  ;  and 
fliall  not  all  the  ndembers  of  the. family,  particularly  his  own 
ofispring  and  iflue,  truft  him  alfo  with  every  thing  that  con- 
cerns them  in  time  and  through  eterniiy  ?  This  being  the  lead- 
ing duty  called  for  from  the  text  and  do£lrine,  allow  me  to  en- 
force it  with  fome  few  motives,  and  then  fo  iliuftrate  it  by  an*- 
fwering  a  qucftion  or  two. 

Fnft^  1  would  enforce  the  duty  with  a  kw  weighty  cTonf:- 

dcrAtlou%» 
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derations.  ConftrfeTj  then,  in  th^  firl^  place,  That  ss  O 
the  Fathtn:  repofes  a  full  truft  and  confide  nee  in  himi  and 
hung  upcm  htm  all  the  gloiy  of  his  hotife^  fo  lie  calls 
cotnmsmds  all  matikir^^,  particularly  the  children  of  the  fain 
lj»  to  do  the  like,  and  to  write  after  his  otamjiJe,  **  Yln& 
my  beloved  5on^  lu  whom  1  atn  ^cll  pleafed  ;  hear  ye  hbn^ 
He  hath  my  e?r.  Jet  him  have  yourii  ajfo.  Hfe  cries  ffi 
heaveo,  f  BchcOd  my  frrvant  whom  I  uphold,  rninede^^ 
whom  my  fuul  dclighteth*"  And  for  what  end  ^otli  lie  till 
comnK^'nd  hinij  hut  t1>af  we  may  make  hlrm  the  ohje£t  of  tns 
a»d  cortfideuce,  as  he  doth  ?  ^iliere  *n  notai^c  duty  in  aH  i 
word  of  God,  that  ia  fo  niucli,  .&r  fo  freijucjitly  inculcacet 
that  of  faith  in  Chrift^  or  a  firm  trufl  lo  iiim,  for  all  the 
of  his  tncartiatlon ;  y^a,  this  is  the  ^rcat  end  of  the  whole  j 
vj&lation^  John  xx.  ult*  "  Theii  lUiugs  aje  w^ittcD,  that 
m^y  bcUcve  HI  the  name  of  the  only  begouco  Son  of  God*' 

Tiaere  i^^  do  piea£j.i^  of  God^  no  way  Co  avert  his  wi^s 
and  djf^cafure,  but  hj  truing  the  ;  r  ^^  M  vr>;i  n 
boufe  ;  without  faith  in  C^nft  it  '^  inpoffiUe  t».  plcflje.  Jmhh 
even  though  you'  were  captUe  :Co  feifarm  all  the  otjkt^Tv  jp 
ties  enjoin^  tfi  tbe  holy  4m¥,  f¥bidi  yet  is  ioipcffible  ^9nA 
the  waat  of  ^ch  in  die  prosiifed  Meffikh.  AU  the  ^ItaSd 
fervioet  of  Ifraid  were  rcjt&ed  as. Mi  -abomlnetion^  JC.ti 
io-»i'i.  akhoi^  eommaaded  in  the  law«  fiot^tm  the  eitheit 
hand«  the  tOKeokeft  autt  mi  comaiukd  (Auty,  though  ttendri 
with  msny  irifirmidesy  is  accepted  at  God,  if  done  in  fiudu 
And  the  reafun  of  this  is,  becauie  faith  hangs  the  wiiolaf^brf 
of  the  (iool^s  acoeptanoe  vpon  the  nail  iaiiiened  in  a  fure  plsw^ 
and  nothpon  any  work,  or  duty  done  by  us.  The  laogvage 
of  it  is,  ••  I  will  go  IB  Che  drength  of  the  Lord  God,  and  I  wiH 
make  mcntiofi  of  Aiy  righteoufnefs,  •even  of  thine  only.^ 

Truft  fhe  great  Manager,  for  he  is  **  i!he  mighty  God,^ 
If.  ix.  6.  Take  his  own  teftimony  as  to  this.  Rev.  i.  8u  *I 
a.ii  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  faith  the  L6vd; 
which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Al- 
mighty .••  He  is  tbe -man  who  is  GodV  fellow,  ifeither  b  it 
any  robbery  for  him  to  be  eqnsd  whh  God,  for  he  and  his 
Father  are  one,  the  fame  in  fobftance,  equal  in  power  and 
glory.  Let  this  engage  your  trull  in  him,  for  this  he  ^tes 
as  the  ground  and  reafon  why  he  ihould  be  the  confidefhce  of 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  of  them  that  are  afaf  off  upon 
the  feas :  If.  xlv.  22.  "  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all 
the  ends  of  ihv  earth  :  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe.** 

Tlie  gieat  Manager  is  your  near  Kinfman,  bone  of  jour 

bone,  and  fleih  of  your  flefli,  and  has  afted  theXinfman's  parr, 

•      _  by 
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pi^^jinir  Uood  upon  the  head  of  the  old  iS»peiit^ 
iwbemiiig.tlie  mor^pged  ioherittnoe  of  etennl  life; 
tttvm.  U  u  natunil  and  kbdiv  to  Mt  jour  trnft  ia 
ffivr'SoiMllebt  UaSj  lbni%^iiMlMS^7>  6odf  (fajra. 
ttennveCTC  mfs  m  IMft  ^Ir  dMi'tfinr  wier  lUe 
aCtk^Mg*."  Htfkaot.te^  God^^WlMO^  the 
3od*s  r^t  hand*  whom  he  hath  made  ftroofffbr  lHin« 
.  for  the  puipofes  of  his  glofj  in  bor  redempdon. 
ith  aiithoatf  and  ahiliij  to/qaiiag^  ouor  affiurs,  lb  he 
o  bis  Father  to  appear  ,in  the  pretence  of  God  finp 
ho  died  for  odr  oSences,  and  rdb  again  for  odr  juifti. 
ii  iM^katfl  Ihttfdhiiafiel!^  b4e»fe«tettrt  hwv'u  nvr 
a  wiA  the  Vather .  AKd  #iaiir»if  ■  tufafs'  ^te  hslve 
idetio*  befiMe  the  high  courts  ho  ir  idinija  iMofent  to 
IT  11^  and  never  ablbHtwheiadlOcavlfe'iacriled;  ind 
^  concerns  of  his  clients  &  moch  at  heart,  that  ho 
ihea'  his  own.  Being  toothed  wkh  the  inlalg  of 
outieB^  he  agaots  aad  maoagea  *o  ctate^'of  theoA 
id  tfiie  of  the  hoofe  gratiti,  wiilibrtt  naj-  naoncyet 
■«  He  Ihan  delirer  the  needj  when  beeriech:  tho 
»,  and  him  that  hath  no  helper,**  Pfal.  \xx\L  ii.  **  He 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  poor,  to  fave  him  from  thofe 
nU  condemn  his  fonly'*  Pfal.  ciz.  uh.  Let  thejrtir 
confideratiotts  engage  joor  firm  truik  in  the  prions 
r. 

»c6de  aO  thefe,  confider  what  advantage  flnll  accrue 
elves,  bj  putting  all  jonr  tnift  and  confidence  in  him, 
joa  (hall  be  kept  in  perfed  peace  amidft  all  the  (ha- 
'  this  worldy  If.  xxvi.  3.  You  ihaU  hereby  be  filled 
'  and  peace,  yea,  **  with  joy  unfpeakabfe,  and  fuH  of 

You  /hall  be  xenAet^A  immoveable  like  the  rock, 
orms  of  trouble  and  temptation  are  overthrowing 
rho  build  upon  the  fand.  In  a  word,  your  truft  in 
*n  tbe  great  ^f  anager,  (hall  be  followol  with  an  ex- 
amd  eternal  ivcight  of  glory ;  none  perifli  that  truft  in 

Whofoever  beiieveth  in  him,  ihall  not  periih,  but 
rrhfting  life." 

:lude  at  prefent  with  that  word.  If.  Ixiv.  4.  •*  From 
aniag  of  the  world  men  have  not  heard,  nor  perceived 
ar,  neither  hath  the  eye  feeu,  O  God^  befides  thee, 
hath  prep.ircd  for  him  that  waiteth.  for  him." 

ISA. 


1 3  o   Chtip  ccnfidereil  as  t/ye  Nailfajtened  in  a  fuYt  Piati^  ftVi 

that  will  put  theit  truft  in  him."     (*.)  Stndy  to  know  the 
nedf  relation  he  ftands  under  to  yoU,  both  by  his  hn  Yian  na- 
ture,  and  by  his  offices  as  Mediator,  Redeemer,  Prophet^. 
Pried  and  Kinp,  Head  and  HuibAnd,  for  the  knowledge  of 
thefe  breeds  truft  and  confiden«Jei     A  wife  <ruft«  in  hef  bilf- 
band,  a  child  in  his  parent,  the  members  truft  theif  head» 
('4.)  Be  well  acquainted  with  the  great  and  precions  prooiifeft 
of  the  covenant  of  grjce,  and  hoW  the  conditi<m  of  ihtxh  ali 
is  fulfilled  to  youf  hand  by  Chrift,  as  a  fecond  Adaft),  irt  hss 
fulfilling  the  iid  and  die  of  Ihe  covenant  of  works.     Logal 
conceptions  of  the  covenant  t>f  grace^  as  if  imr  fa5t!^,  love> 
obedience,  repentance,  wetc  Ihe  condition  of  the  eovenant^ 
brangles  fai^h  in  the  free  aftings  thereof  on  Cbrift  and  the 
covenant  of  ^ace.     We  muft  come  without  money  or  price 
to  take  hold  of  the  covenant,  and  to  apply  the  bleflinga  there* 
ofj  becaufe  Chrift  has  already  paid  xXve  money  and  price  that 
JHRicedema.*ded.     (5.)  Pr^y  much  for  the  Spirit  of  faith; 
iihd,  under  the  condu6l  of  the  Spirit,  habituate  yourfelvcs  l^ 
a  frequent  ^ffin^  of  faith>  that  fo  \ht  life  you  Hto  iA  the  flefh 
may  be  "  hy  fait;h  on  the  Son  of  God**' 

I  conie  now  to  offer  a  Word  to  believers,,  under  the  notioir 
of  vejfe/s  liangipg  npoft  the  nail  whidh  God  lias  faftened  in  n 
fure  place.  And  here  I  might,  ( i.  ^  Offer  a  wbrd  to  the  oe/^ 
fell  of  cups.  (2.)  To  the  ^e£ch  fffiagons^  or  believers  6f  ti 
higher  Itaturci     (3-)  A  woru  to  both  in  comtnon. 

t.  A  word  to  v»eak  believers,   \vho   are  dcfifmed  "^eJHIt 

bf  cupf.     I  only  fu^i^eft  thel'c  two  or  three  things  unio  you. 

(l.)  It  is  a  high  privilege  to  occupy  the  k*aft  room  in  the 

houfe  of  our  God.     TTie  prodigal  fon,  when  he  caine  to  )iini^ 

ifelf,  only  begged  of  his  father  that  he  might  have  the  place 

of  a  hired  fcrx-ant ;  he  wis  glad  to  be  under  his  father's  roof, 

and  to  e?.t  in  his  father^  houfe,  at  any  rate.     (2,)  God  lus 

fervice  for  the  lead  veiiVl  of  his  houfe,  as  well  as  for  the  lar- 

gcft.     God  never  made  an  ulelefs  creature,  a»id  he  docs  not 

form  any  nfelefs  vefiels  ;   no,  evcrv  veffcl  is  ibrmcd  of  him- 

lelf,  to  ftiew  forth  his  pr.iife.      (3. )  The  lead  veffel  islGori** 

property,  and  he  will  tiot  difown,  bat  tnaititain  his  property, 

and  own  it  before  nitn  and  angels,  laying,  **  They  are  mine," 

in  the  day  when  he  ii.akcd  up  his  jewels.     (4,)  The  bandf^ 

by  which  you  hang  upon  the  nail  faltened  in  a  lure  place,  are 

as  Crong  as  thoi'e  by  which  the  veflcls  of  flagons  are  fecured ; 

for  he  has  fiiid  as  to  botli,  •*  They  Ihall  never  perilh,  neither 

fhttll  any  p^uck  them  out  of  my  hand."     (5.)  llie  wcakeft 

meaOirc  of  grace  is  a  pledge  of  more  ;  for  •*  to  him  that  huh 

(hall  bo  given."     What  gir.cc  you  have  got  is  the  arles-pen* 

nv 


KV  ••comio^  frr  ''  Jiis  goiap  fprth  ^e  prepared  as 
lAPiaiQfc*'  «s  ihe  Ofvak  of  4^7  »  a  pledge  of  more  light  to 
jumi    "The {oth  of  the  juft  is  as  die fltimng  light*  that 
|haMiV4ypd«soiB9Dii»Uicpeibftdiij/'  I^]callioca- 
of  gnoehwglprjr-aMiDea^inth  jfy  awrdiju  to  the 
rof  the  «««Dut,  JIU.  buodv.  11.  <«  The  Lord  God  ip  a 
\fmmA  fllKld^  fee  will  give  griKe  and  glory  »*'  firft  grace,  and 

.1  eest  offer  a  wa^  of  advice  wi^p  the  yeiTels  of  cups,  1 
4jeHi  ancek  Wievf  Ci*  Alchongb  you  are  not  to  eavy  or 
^mig^  9t  €9d*s  bowty  or  .liberality  to  others,  in  rngking 
^ttm  veflUa  of  isgopi^  yet  ypp  may  aiul  ouglit  eamcftly  to 
jl^irt  nece  graoe  than  yoo  have  yet  received ;  and  ther^^f^re 
py  ei9  OQinawnidfd  to  *'  grow  in  grace,  aod  in  the  kopwledge 
^OTi-  I#o«d  aa4  SavimiT  Jefas  Chriil."  In  order  to  which, 
k  Immble  under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  weaknefs  and  empti- 
ei&;  lipr  ^  be  givcth  grace  to  the  hun>ble/'  Be  diligent  in 
the  inpiraveinciit  of  wbat  grace  you  ha«  e  received ;  tor  **  the 
hnd  of  die  diligent  meketh  rich.'^  Be  £ire^uet»tly  coming  to 
the  Maoager  of  the  houfe  for  more  grace  :  ^  To  whom  co- 
niog,  ai  unto  a  living  i^one, — ^ye  alio  as  lively  ilones,  arc 
buiJc  up,"  &u:.  Xipprovc  all  the  means  of  God's  appoint- 
nacat  for  your  edi^ation,  fuch  as,  the  >vord,  facraroents,  pray-  . 
ei;,  Chriflian  confereiyce,  that  you  may  *^  add  to  your  faitb, 
virtue  ;  to  virtue,  knowledge ;  to  knowledge,  temperance  ^ 
CO  temperaoce,  patience  ;  to  patience,  godlitiel's  ;  to  godlinelSp 
brotherly  kindnefs^  and  to  brotlierly  kindnefs,  charity ;  for  ii 
thefe  things  be  in  you,  and  abound,  they  make  you  that  y<r 
thali  neither  be  barren,  nor  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  2  Pet.  i.  5 — 8. 

a.  A  word  to  the  ^e^/s  of  fiagt^us^  believers  of  a  higher 
Aatvre*     To  you  I  would  i'ay^ 

1/?,  Be  not  proud  of  grace  received,  but  uaik  humbly  with 

your  God.     **  Who  made  thee  to  differ  ?  and  what  hall  thoti 

that  tho^i  haft  not  received?     lib  Ibul  thrvt  is  lifted  up  is  not 

fipright  in  him.*'    True  grace,  where  it  is  genuine,  ti»einore 

a  man  receives  of  if,  he  is  always  die  (rore  iiu;ubls  and  eur.p- 

ty,  as  yon  fee  in  Paul,  Eph.  iii.  8.  "  Lefs  Llia  1  the  Ic.ill  of 

ail  I'ainu."     To  keep  your  fdHs  lovv^  coi  (idor  tlat  the  oioll 

eri)ineat  foints  have  difcovtrrcd  the  gr.atcft  weaknefs,  cvco 

ia  cue  graces  wherein  they  moil  excelled ;  as  we  fee  in  the 

cafe  of  Abraham,   Moles,  David,  Peter,  and  ethers.     They 

ihat  have  the  greateft  meafure  of  grace,  they  Ret  as  much  to 

do  with  It ;  ftrong  corruption,  ftrong  temptation,  and  ftrong 

trial*  to  grapple  with :  and  the  more  tulcnts  that  a  n«an  doth 

receive, 


132  Chrift  cofi/ldcred  as" the  Nail/ajtmel  in  a  /bn  Pkcif^  ^c. 
ir^eceive,  the  more  hath  he  to  account  for,  as  to  the  imii 
snent  of  them  ;  for  **  to  whoni  much  is  given,  of  them  i 
ihallbe  required.*' 

^dljf  Inftead  of  defpifing  others  that  are  not  come 
lengthy  ftudy  to  be  helpful  and  fenriceable  unto  them, 
yeflTds  of  cups  are  ordinarily  filled  out  of -the  flagons ;  To  i 
to  impart  and  communicate  of  jour  grace,  of  joor  fiitth,] 
liope,  knowledge  and  other  graces,  unto  thofe  that  are  ^ 
in  grace.     The  ftrong  children  in  a  family  are  helpful  to  1 
joung  and  weak.     Thus  it  is  in  the  natural  body,  the  ftr 
member  is  hielpful  unto  the  weak  and  infirm  ;  fo  ought  it| 
be  in  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift.     And  when  you  lee  i 
fidl  through  weaknefs,    do   not  triumph  over  them; 
^'  ftrengthen  the  weak  hands,  and  confirm  the  feeble  F 
iay  to  them  that  are  of  a  fearful  heart.  Be  ftrong ;  reftore  fa 
an  one  with  a  fpirit  of  ineeknefs. 

^dly^  Whatever  grace  you  have  received,  be  not  ftrong  k 
confident  therein,  like  Peter ;  but  be  ftrong  in  the  grace  tha 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  let  the  life  you  live  be  by  faith  in  tb 
Son  of  God.  Grace  received  will  foon  give  way  in  a  day  o 
trial  and  temptation.  An  innocent  Adam,  left  with  the  ftoci 
in  his  hand,  foon  turned  bankrupt,  and  ruined  all  his  pofte 
rity.  And  therefore,  I  fay,  do  not  truft  to  the  life  or  grao 
you  have  in  hand,  but  in  the  grace  and  life  you  have  in  you 
head  Jefus  Chrift,  the  glorious  Manager  and  Steward  of  hi 
Father's  houfe.  Still  remember,  that  all  the  veflels  hanj 
upon  him  \  and  therefore  let  all  the  weight  lie  where  God  ha 
laid  it. 

3.  A  word  of  advice  unto  veflels  of  all  fizes,  whether  the; 
be  vejjl'ls  of  cups  y  or  veffels  of  flagons, 

i^.  Adore  the  riches  of  divine  grace  and  mercy,  that  pu 
a  difference  between  you  and  others,  for  naturally  you  wer 
as  bad  as  others. 

%dlyy  Let  every  one  poflcfs  his  vefTel  in  fnnflification  anc 
honour.  Do  not  debafe  or  dcfJe  the  vcflVl  of  thy  foul  o: 
body,  by  proftituting  it  ifnto  the  fervice  of  fin.  Satin,  or  anj 
abominable  luft.  You  was  once  lying  in  the  miry  clay  of  na 
ture,  but  God  has  waflied,  juftilied,  and  fanftified  you ;  anc 
therefore  ftudy  to  keep  yourfelf  clean  and  holy  in  heart,  life 
and  in  all  manner  of  converfation.  If  you  defile  yonrfelvei 
with  fin,  the  Manager  of  the  houfe  will  be  fn ir  to  caft  yot 
into  a  furnace  of  afiiidlion,  or,  like  Jonah,  to  plunge  you  intc 
"deep  waters,  rill  you  ackncvwlcdge,  **  Mine  own  iniquities  cor- 
recl  me,  and  my  backflfdings  do  reprove  me." 

3//Af,  Wlien  you  find  any  defilement  of  fin  cleaving  to  yoi] 

(which 
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*  Oi  <fL^  f=i^^  a:  al  ▼?  rss^i^  vft  r  ie  ] 
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r  ofi^i  to  the  prsiiif,  it'  ^^-|^  ^Ivil  ^nr^ 

ten  dcftiti::*  cf  :'~e  vrazci  =£  G^oc'«  ri^.  mwr  -^^  fi^ 
■lAofe  thit  ire  t.^r^  irpKL  ^=«  fci  -^^n,  ^ll  u  ^if  ^e 
ode  (rf  ihc  Jiw,  TE^T,  W  r«  pt-r^  sf  r*cE_  r  .^  ^  T!!er 
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A    SERMONv 

niACHID   VY'-^S   A  THANKSGIVIKG  DAT,   AlTEa  TEt  SACi^. 
5l£KT,   ly  DCJfTERMUKf,  MONDAY,  AlC,  i;,  17^6. 

PtAL,  Ixix.  4 — "Then  I  Ftjlond  that  which  Itf^d  nzt  rxs) . 

IT  h  abundantly  pUin,  that  tbeic  are  fcvcra\  paiTzges  in  iiiU 
pfilm  applied  aruo  Chrift  in  tU  fcriptures  of  the  New 
Ttftamcnt  ^  p;\rticuUrly  that  in  the  9th  vtrCe  of  the  pfAlm 
"The  leal  of  thine  hoafe  hath  eaitn  mt  up,"  we  find  it  apl 

plied 
41*  IluTc  perufed  t^.e  FoUowin^  notti  of  oiyfeimon,  preachtd  at 
fefirmlr^ie  A^aiff0  h^,  I  Irn  f|^  ai  mouth  in  lUc  d-:livcr^'.    My 

It.      UnWiViT,   I    h.lVC 

w  ibt  tciifc.  If  the 
i  am  not  Anxiout 
of  now  clTcA. 

V.A-, 
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{dfad  H)  Ghriftp  JobQ  ti.  17*1  lod  Ukewifie  tbftt  itBmediat 
£»Il<iwuif4 ''  Tb«  repnadics  of  ihmm  diat  ri^roacbed  iticc  aq 
^en  upoa  me,"  Rom.  xv*  5.  $  fo  Ukewife  m  the  3 1  fl  v€rfi| 
••  They  gave  me  alfo  gall  for  my  meatt^  axtd  ia  my  thirll  thi 
gsve  me  vinegar  tQ  drink^"  applied  to  Chrifl,  Matth^  jpcvii 
48*  and  Mark  xv.  %^,  iktt  1  need  go  no  fur tlier  to  |ito| 
thif ,  tbflii  ihe  firfl  word  of  ch^  i^rie  where  i»y  text  \i 
^<  Th«y  bate  me  without  a  caofe,"  Chrift  applies  it  10  hina^ 
felf^  in  John  XV  $  j.  We  find  otir  Lord  bere^  in  the  v«rfe 
where  my  texft  lies^  be  ii  camplabing  of  bis  enemies  \  Jie 
complains  of  their  caufekfs  hatred  in  the  firft  claiife  of  tbs 
v^rfe,  **  Tbef  bate  me  wiUi<mt  a  canfe  ^"  b^  complains 
their  mnltitiuiej  ''  Tliey  ate  more  than  the  hitirs  of  mi 
b^d  1^  he  complai&s  of  their  implacable  cruelty,  ''  They  c]|| 
woiild  ddlroy  m^  being  mine  enemies  wrongful! j,  ai 
mighty*'^  Now  our  blefled  Lord  n  thus  treated  by  i% 
world  I  whom  he  came  to  fave.  When  there  is  fuch  a  power* 
fill  combination  of  bell  and  earth  againft  him^  one  would  haw 
been  res^dy  to  think,  that  he  would  have  (lopped,  an^  goneiy^ 
further:  but  he  did  not  faint,  nor  was  he  difcouragcd^  fordl 
the  oppcfition  that  was  made  againft  him  ;  for  you  fee,  in  the 
words  1  have  read,  what  lie  was  doing  for  loft  finners,  when 
he  was  meeting  with  harfli  entertainment  from  them.  THk^- 
even  tben^  i2Lj&  he^  /  rj^ored  that  which  I  t<iok  not  awav* 

In  which  words  you  may  notice  thefe  following  parties* 
lars.  (i.)  Yo»  have  here  a  robbery  difclaimed  ;  a. robbery 
was  committtd,  biit  it  is  difclaimed  by  the  Son  of  God ;  I 
took  not  away.  Thexe  was  fomething  taken  away  from  God 
and  from  man  ;  by  whom  it  is  not  faid,  but  it  is  eafy  to  fay, 
that  furely  an  enenvy  did  it.  But  thai,  (a.)  We  have  a  r«» 
ilitution  made  of  th<it  robb<:ry  that  was  comnucted :  Irefixired^ 
fairh  Chrift,  /  rejlored  what  J  took  jtot  away.  The  work 
of  man's  redemption^  it  is  a  reflitution  bi^tl)  unto  God  and 
unto  man  of  what  was  taken  away  by  fin  and  by  Satan.  Wlien 
once  the  work  of  redemption  is  completed,  there  will  he  a  rc- 
ilitution  of  all  things  ;  tor  we  read,  A^s  iii.  ai.  of  the  •*  re- 
(litution  of  all  things.'*  ^gain,  (3  )  We  have  an  account  of 
<he  perfon  reiloring.  Who  ir-de  the  rfftitution  ?  It  was  /, 
faith  the  Lord  ;  /  rejl^irtd  what  I  took  not  away.  I  who 
fpeak  in  righteoufnefs,  and  who  am  mighty  to  lave,  I  the 
child  born,  and  the  fon  given  to  xh;^  fon^  of  men,  whofe  name 
is  **  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  'Ibc  n^ighty  God,  The  everlaft- 
in/5  Father,  and  The  Prii  cc  of  peace ;"  I,  even  /  reJioredwbtU 
I  :00k  not  away^  Again,  (4.)  You  have  the  voluntarinefs 
ai  d  franknefj  of  the  deed.     No  man  is  obliged  to  make  refti- 

totiou 


mmd  Rf/Htadkm  mmbf  boA  io  God  and  Man.       13  ^ 

«f  iAm,  is  tiken  awaj  by  mother,  anleb  he  does  it  01 
acoord,    Wetl,  fkys  Chrift,  though  I  took  it  not 

yet  1  made  teftitntion  of  the  robbery  and  ftealth  that 
IM  coaimitted ;  I  engaged  to  do  it  in  the  council  of  peace, 
9Lo^  i  oome :  I  ddight  to  do  thy  will**,  &c.  Again,  (5.) 
WcbBve  hefe  the  time  when  our  glorious  Icnmanuel  made 
ttb  leKimiw  of  what  he  took  not  away.  It  was,  then  1 
fAtidwigi,  ficc.  when  his  enemies  were  deftroying  him; 
mat  dicj  were  robbing  him  of  his  name,  and  robbing  him 
if  Ijia  very  fife,  be  reilored  what  was  taken  away  by  robbery 
ttim  aoa.  Tou  win  fee  bow  low  our  bit  fled  Lord  defcehded 
maulkk  Ais  rellitution,  aod  when  it  was ;  it  was,  in  the 
iA  verfe,  when  the  waters  of  God's  wrath  were  coming 
iito  his  foul,  even  tien,  fays  he,  i  re/lored  that  which  I  took 
MMB«y.  Now,  from  the  words  thus  briefly  opened,  the 
diftniic  dutt  I  take  notice  of  is  ibonly  this. 

tkct^  ^  That  it  was  the  gi;eat  defign  of  the  Son  of  God, 
when  he  defcended  into  a  ftate  of  humaliatbn  here,  in>  this 
lower  world,  to  make  reftitution  both  unto  God  and  uota 
man,  of  what  he  never  took  away.'^  for  as  there  was  a 
robbery  committed  upon  God  and  upon  man  by  fin  and  Sa- 
tan ;  fo  our  glorious  Redeemer,  he  makes  a  reftitution  of 
the  iiolea  goods,  he  reftores  both  to  God  what  was  his 
duc^  and  unto  man  what  he  had  loft« 

Now,  in  the  profccution  of  this  dodrinr,  if  time  and 
ilrength  would  allow,  the  method  that  I  propofe  is» 

I.  To  pretnife  two  or  three  things  for  clearing  of  the  way. 

IL  To  inquire  into  tlie  flolen  goods,  what  it  was  that  waj 
taken  away  both  from  (jrod  and  man. 

III.  I  would  make  it  appear,  tiiat  our  glorious  Immanuel, 
he  rr.akes  reftitution  cfwiiat  wns  taken  away  both  fromG>  d 
and  fro.11  man  ;  he  reflorcs  unto  God  his  due,  and  unto  man 
his  lols. 

IV.  I  would  fiiew  when  it  was  that  our  Lord  did  thisi  for 
it  is  faid  here,  'Ihen  I  rejlored, 

V.  i  would  give  the  reafons  why  Chrift  made  this  reft;- 
Aition,  when  he  was  under  no  manner  of  obligation  to  ir>  bur 
his  own  free  will.     And  then, 

VI.  Lq/lfy,  I  would  make  fome  application  of  the  whole. 

T.  T\it  ^rjl  thing  propofed  is,  to  frettiifi  two  or  thrcr 
thlfivs  for  draring  of  the  waf.     For  cleari:ig  of  it  you  uxiiiv: 

coiiuder, 

I.  Tlir 


J .  That  when  God  niadc  maiH  he  made  htm  i  ric 
lie  b^ftowed  aii  manner  of  gooJ»  opoii  him,  thil  were  t»cc 
iAtj  to  m<ik<:  him  lire  comfortabl)-  hcrt,  aad  to  m^kchim^ 
n^Jjy  h*ppy  hrrt4tter* 

2.  You  would  conCdfT,  that  S^UHt  by  this  time, 
fallen*  like  a  ,fl»r,  from  hf^ven  to  earth,  when  he  lighied  up 
this  world,  upon  this  €:^rth,  he  prcfciuJ]^  favir  {nan  il^od 
an4  ^^in^  iu  tUe  o^pauu^f  of  God^s  vicvrjy,  beanog  hl&t 
sand  h;t¥ing  jbe  whole  creation  m  fubj  £lion  to  him, 
filled  the  enemy  with  envy^  and  therefore  he  enters  ipto  ii  i 
folutrrm,  if  it  were  poOiblei  to  commit  a  robbery  upon  mai 
and  80  ft  I  ike  at  God's  fovcrcigiuy  through  ban'a  fide  j 
accordingly, 

3.  S^tati  prevailed  upon  ^titHf ft  parents,  aiid  beguiled  At 
iDto  an  criting  of  ih^  trfc  of  knowledijc  of  good  an4  tf 
which  Gtid  had  difehiiTgcd  thetn  to  est  upon  tha  paiftl 
death  I  and  thereby  the  paOlofi  bctwiit  God  and  man  ^ 
mean  the  covenant  of  wot  If  s)  was  broken, 

4.  Thtf  covtTiant  of  works  l)ting  broken,  and  man  haVifl 
cnterrd  into  ^t  rebellion  againtl  God  with  the  deril>  he  juftflT 
farfcircd  a!l  the  fftritual  and  temporil  goods  that  God  be- 
flowed  tipon  him,  and  likewife  lofl  his  title*  to  a  happy  eter» 
niry,  and  became  the  enemy's  vaflal ;  and  thiis  the  eneniy  rob* 
bed  him  of  all  the  goods  that  God  beftowed  upon  him. 

5.  La/tfyt  The  ttemal  Son  of  God  having  a  delight  ia  Ac 
fons  of  men,  and  beholding  them  in  this  milerable  ptighc,  lie 
enters  upon  a  rifolution  that  he  will  take  on  man's  nature  as  ft 
coat  of  mail,  and  that  he  will  in  man's  nature  be  avenged  upoa 
that  ferpent  that  hath  beguiled  our  fir  ft  parents^  aAd  fpmkd 
them  of  their  patrimony.  And  accordingly  in  th€  falneft  of 
time,  he  comes,  and  is  manifefted  to  deftroy  the  works  of  ihft 
devil,  and  to  recover  all  the  (tolen  goods-,  he  fpoikd  priaci* 
palities  and  powers,  and  triumphed  over  them  in  his  ciofi^ 
and  then  divides  a  portion  wich  the  great,  and  the  fpoil 
with  the  ftrong;  and,  with  a  view  to  this,  it  is  faid'  in  thia 
text,  Thin  I  reftored  that  which  I  took  not  away.  And  fo  I 
come  tOf 

II.  Tht/econd  thing  I  propofrd,  and  that  was,  to  inquin  a 
little  into  the  robbery  that  was  committed  by  fin  and  Satan^  bttb 
upon  Gcd  and  upon  man. 

And,^r/?,  To  l)cgin  with  the  robbery  that  was  committed 
upon  GvhI.  It  was  th«!  dtviUs  grt.it  drift,  by  tempting  man 
to.  fin  AJ  :n{\  God,  to  rob  God  of  his  ^jlory.  God  made  all 
things  for  hi-  g  .  «y,  ai.d  fur  hisple-fuie  tiiey  are  and  were crea* 
ted.  file  ^ hole  earth,  before  fin  entered  into  it,  was  full  of 
^^^  ;hi» 
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his  glory ;  and  whenever  Adam  opened  his  eyes,  and  looked 
abroad  through  the  creationj  he  law  the  glory  of  God  fpark- 
lingi  as  it  were,  in  every  creature  he  call  his  eyes  upon.  Well, 
the  enemy's  dcHgn  was  to  defpoil  and  rob  God  of  Iiis  glory. 
There  is  aqueilion  put,  Mai.  iii.  8.  "  Will  a  man  rob  God  r" 
will  a  creature  adventure  to  rob  his  Creator  ?  And  yet  this 
wickednefs  is  perpetrate.  God  is  invaded,  and  his  glory  is  in 
a  great  meafure  taken  away,  I  mean  his  declarative  glory,  for 
it  is  impoflible  his  efTcntial  glory  can  be  invaded.  * 

I  will  tell  you  of  feveral  things  relative  to  the  glory  of  God, 
which  were  attempted  to  be  taken  away,  and  quite  obfcurc^d 
tnd  fullted  by  the  fin  of  man. 

1.  There  was  an  attempt  made  to  rob  God  of  the  glory  of 
his  fovereignty,  as  the  great  Lord  and  Lawgiver  of  heaven  and 
earth.  Man,  when  he  finned  againft;  God,  and  brake  the  law 
in  compliance  with  the  motion  of  the  enemy,  what  was  the 
language  of  the  deed  ?  It  was,  *'  We  ourfelves  are  lords,  and 
will  come  no  more  unto  thee  \^*  we  will  make  our  own  will  a 
law:  ''^ Let. the  Almighty  depart  from  us:  for  we  defire  not 
the  knowledge  of  his  way." 

2.  There  was  an  attempt  to  rob  him  of  the  glory  of  his  wif- 
dom.  The  wifdom  of  God  was  impeached  by  the  fin  of  man 
as  a  piece  of  folly,  namely,  in  sivin;^  a  law  to  wan,  that  was 
not  worthy  to  be  obfervcd.  Sirs,  depend  upon  it,  every  fin 
you  are  guilty  of,  charges  God  with  folly,  and  exalts  the  wUl 
and  wifdom  of  the  creature,  above  the  will  and  wifdom  of 
God  exprefled  in  this  holy  law.  And  what  a  capital  crime  is 
it  for  poor  men  to  charge  God  with  fooliihncfs  ! 

3.  By  fin  there  is  an  attempt  to  rob  him  of  the  glory  of  hi^ 
power,  in  regard  the  finner  gives  a  detiance  to  the  Almighty, 
and,  upon  the  matter,  fays,  he  is  not  able  to  revenge  his  quar- 
rel on  us,  the  arm  of  his  power  is  withered.  That  is  the  lan- 
guage of  fin.     And  then, 

4.  There  is  a  robbery  upon  God's  holinefs,  which  Is  one 
of  the  molt  orient  and  bright  pearls  of  his  crown.  When 
the  holy  law  is  violated  and  tranl'grefl'ed,  the  language  of  that 
a€lion  is,  God  is  like  ourfelves,  he  approves  of  our  ways. 
Again, 

5.  There  was  an  attack  upon  hk  juftice,  and  a  denying  his 
reftoral  power  and  equity.  God  i  lys,  **  The  foul  that  fin- 
ncth  fliall  die,  that  he  will  by  no  means  acquit  the  guilry.'* 
Well,  but  the  language  of  fin  is,  "  God  will  not  require  it," 
or  he  may  be  pleafed  or  pacified  with  this  or  the  other  petty 
atonement. 

Not  to  infill :    there  was  a  defpifing  of  God's  goodnefs. 

God  ^ave  man  a  gre;t  eft.'.*C}  he  gave  iiim  the  whole  earth, 
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1^3  A  Rbhherj  commtted^ 

and  ^fould  h>TC  gifcn  hrm  the  heavens  alfo,  if  he  had  CMB 
naed  in  his  integrity;  but  yet  all  that  goodneft  of  God  m 
trampled  nnder  foot  by  the  Tin  of  man. 

Alfo^  there  was  a  denial  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  b 
threatening  that  was  denounced  againft  the  fin  of  man,  ^ 
the  day  that  thou  cateft  of  it,  thou  (halt  furely  die.**  Boti 
language  of  fin  is,  God  is  not  true  to  his- word,  he  will  I 
lurcly  do  it ;  faid  SaUn,  "  Tliou  (halt  not  furely  die.**  "7^ 
you  fee  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  rob  God  of  the  | 
of  all  his  per&Aions  at  once. 

Secondiy^  Let  us  inquire  a  little  into  the  goods  that  ^ 
ftolen  from  man  by  fin  and  Satan.  Here  we  may  fee  a  i 
lancholy  fcene*  Tne  glory  of  the  human  nature  wu  qi  ^ 
marred  by  fin.  Man  was  made  the  top  of  the  creatioa  }  fal 
by  fin  he  was  brought  below  the  very  beafts  that  perilh,  fo  M 
<<  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  mafter*a  O^ 
hut  my  people  know  not  me,  faith  the  Lord  \  and  they  do  i 
confider"  their  obligations  to  me. 

Sin,  it  robbed  man  of  his  light  and  fight.  Youkno^  wh 
befel  Samfon  when  he  was  taken  captive  by  his  enemif 
they  put  out  his  eyes ;  fo  when  we  fell  into  the  enemies  hand 
they  put  out  our  eyes,  and  all  mankind  have  been  born  blii 
fince  that  time.  Again,  fin  hath  robbed  us  of  our  very  lil 
and  laid  us  among  the  congregation  of  the  dead.— All  ma 
kind  are  a  dead  and  putrlfied  company,  "^  dead  in  trefpafl 
and  fins,**  Eph.  ii.  i. — And  then,  fin  hath  robbed  man  of  i 
Jiberty  unto  any  thing  that  is  fpiriiually  good  ;  and  ever  fin 
we  have  become  captives  to  the  devil,  the  world,  and  o 
lufts.  Again,  fin  hath  robbed  us  of  cur  wifdom,  and  broug 
us  to  prefer  folly  to  the  wifdom  of  God.  Every  man  by  r 
ture  is  playing  tha  fool.  Who  but  a  fool  would  fpend  1 
money  upon  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  his  labour  upon  d 
which  profiteth  not  ? — Sin  robbed  us  of  our  righteoufnefs,  a 
rendered  us  a  company  of  guilty  criminals  before  God,  a 
brought  us  under  the  f-ntencc  of  the  broken  law,  condom 
nlreadyj  John  iii.  18.7-Sin  robbed  us  of  our  beauty,  of  t 
beautiful  imaj^e  of  God,  ccnfifting  in  holinefs  and  conform 
to  the  great  Creator,  and  it  hath  brought  the  hue  of  hell  up 
all  mankind,  lying  among  the  pots.-— Again,  fin  hath  roU 
us  of  our  ^ealth.  Man  was  a  healthy  creature  both  in  C 
and  body  before  tlic  entry  of  fin  ;  but  fin  hath  robbed  us 
that,  fo  that,  "  from  the  crown  of  the  bead  to  the  folc  of  1 
foot,  there  is  no  found  part  about  us."— Sin  hath  robbed  us 
our  peac<f,  and  fct  us  at  war  ^*»ith  God,  with  ourfclves,  v 
one  another,  and  at  war  with  the  whole  creation— Sin  h 
robbud  us  of  our  beautiful  ornaments  that  God  put  upor 


SKMNB,  aadiftripe  tu  naked,  lu  it  h  fdd  of  Laodleea, 
it«— Sin  iMii  fobbed  ni  of  oar  omifure,  {nromtck 
«e« bcooine bemn,  ^ocr,  mod  mbed.^-In  (horfi  fin 
)ilkd  w  of  our  Ooif  (o  that  we  tre  become  ^  whhoat 
fc  the  worid.**  lliere  is  a  robbery  for  yoo  tbaf  cannofe 
lAeicdi  Too  fiee  what  wfs  taken  away  from  God  and 
%tfae  £n  of  man.«^  nq^  likewife  tell  yw  that^n 
ji«aB  of  that  pavadUb  of  pleafure  in  Miicb  God  fet  bim 
(Madoa.  No  fooner  had  man  finned  dlRNijgh  the  infH« 
iof  Satan>  that  old  (icrpent,  bat  he  waa  cwmed  out  of  the 
■  of  Eden,  Gen.  iii.  24.  and  a  flaming  fword  placed,  that 
l.every  «y,  to  keep  bim  from  having  mecdk  to  the  tree 
F  ia  die  midft  of  the  garden.— Sin  ham  robbed  ns  of  hea* 
■i'made  at  heiri  of  hell  and  wntfa.-*-In  fliort,  fiih  hath 
iBtei  and  dilqointed  the  whole  creaiion. '  Whenever  man 
I^Aere  came  fochaload  npon  the  earth,  thipughcho 
«f  God,  that  ever  fince  the  whole  creation  hath  be^n 
f  in  paio,  feekiag  deliverance  from  that  dead  weight  that 
Men  lying  npon  it.  So  that,  1  fay,  by  the  fin  bf  man 
ia  a  fobherf  committed,  there  are  goods  Jlolen  from  God 
an,  and  the  good  creatures  of  God. 

The  third  thing  propofed  was,  to  make  it  appear  thai  cur 
s  Immanuei^  he  makes  a  reftitution  cfnohat  nuas  taken  away 
im  God  andfmm  man.  He  reftores  unto  God  his  due, 
(lores  uiKb  man  his  lofs* 

1,  I.  H^  makes  reftitution  of  glory  to  God,  and  that  in 
;heft  meafure  and  degree,  as  was  intimated  by  the  an- 
t  th^  nativity  of  our  Lord,  Luke  ii.  14.  The  firft  note 
fong  of  the  angels  is,  **  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft," 
It  is  juft  as  if  they  had  faid.  Glory  hath  been  taken 
From  God|  by  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam  and  his  pofterity ; 
»w  there  is  a  higher  revenue  of  glory  to  be  brought  in 
crown  of  heaveni  than  the  whole  creation  in  tnnocency 
afibrd.  Accordingly,  our  blefied  Lord  he  declares, 
his  work  was  finiihed,  after  he  had  gone  through  his 
of  humiliation,  he  comes  to  his  Father,  John  xvii.  4. 
c  fays.  Now,  Father,  "  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
*  C3bferve  the  phrafeology,  for  there  is  fomething  re- 
ble  in  it,  "  I  have  gloritied  thee  on  the  earth:"  the 
(ras  the  theatre  of  rebellion  where  God  was  afironted, 
r  violated,  and  his  fovereignty  contemned ;  but,  fays  he, 
re  glorified  thee  on  the  earth,"  where  thou  waft  difho- 
;.  i  ought  to  go  through  all  the  perfe£lions  of  God^ 
sre  leafed  by  the  fin  of  man,  and  tell  how  Chrift  re« 
rlory  to  every  oae  of  them. 

He 
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He  reftorei  glory  to  the  ^MntfrnoirdgfOj^  bowing  hit  i 
neck  to  take  on  die  yoke  of  the  law  jvbich  we  loA  Xm 
He  was  made  of  a  womaiiy  and  made-  uiider  the  law,  tl 
might imagnify  it,  and  fo  maintain  the  hononrof  the] 
lawgiver. 

.,  He  reftorea  glory  likewife  to  the  dime  ^dom  t  tori 
himfelf,  in  hia  perfon  and  mediation,  it  joft  **  the  wifil 
~God  in  a  myft^,**  eyen  hia  ^'hidden  wifdom,  the  mi 
wifdom  of  God."    O  Sira !  never  were  the  treafurea  of  4 
vine  wifdom  and  knowledge  fo  much  expended  aa  in  the^j 
fon  and  mediation  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

And  then,  he  reftorcs  glory  like wijfe  to  the  divine] 
for  Ghrift  is  <<  the  power  of  God  -!*  and  when  he  wMtl 
to  the  great  work  of  man's  redemption,  he  went  fortb  ai 
with  infinite  power  to  manage  it;  therefore  he  is  called -^^ 
arm  of  God,  and  the  man  o£  God's  right*hand,  whom  fae^ 
jnade  Urong  for^  die  porpofes  of  his  glory.  -How  glo  ' 
was  the  power  of  God  displayed,  when  he  came  from  \ 
with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrab,  glorious  in  his  apparel^  tra? 
veiling  in  the  greacnefs  of  his  ftrength;  fpoiling  principalitioi 
and  powers,  who  had  fpoiled  God  of  his  glory,  and  man  of  sfl 
thnt  was  valuable  unto  him  ! 

He  Tcftorcs  glory  to  the  holinefs  of  God.  This  attribute 
was  injured  by  the  fm  of  man,  but  its  glory  is  reftorcd  bf 
Chrift ;  and  there  is  fuch  a  brightnefs  of  divine  holinefs  fliiiitft 
in  the  perfon  and  mediation  of  Chrift,  that  when  the  aogds 
look  upon  hirni  If.  vi.  they  are  dazzled,  they  are  overwhelmed^ 
not  being  able  to  behold  it,  they  cover  themfclves,  and  cry, 
<<  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts  \  the  whole  earth  is  full 
of  his  glory." 

And  then,  he  reftores  glory  to  the  dWwc  ji(ftice  ;  for  in  the 
work  of  man's  redemption,  juftice  gets  a  complete,  and  full 
fatisfadion,  till  it  cry,  Ic  is  enough.  And  the  juftice  of  God 
manifefted  in  the  execution  of  the  penalty  of  the  law  upon 
the  Surety,  is  laid-  as  the  very  foundation  of  the  throne  oi 

frace,  that  we  are  called  to  come  to  for  grace  and  mercy  to 
elp  in  the  time  of  need,  ITal.  Ixxxix.  14.  *'  Juftice  and  judg^ 
meiit  are  the  habitation,  or  eftabliihment,  of  thy  throne,'*  viz< 
juftice  fatisfied,  and  judgement  executed  upon  the  glorioui 
burcty. 

Again,  he  reftorcs  glory  to  the  divine  gwdnefi:  God  wa! 
good  to  man,  but  man  trampled  it  under  foot :  But.Chrill 
makes  a  higher  difplay  of  the  divine  goodnefs  than  ever  wai 
feen  by  men  or  angtls ;  for  in  hie  perfon,  and  mediation,  am 
fuficrings,  the  goodnefs  of  God  brcitks  out  like  an  ocean,,  it 
aninzing  ftreams  of  iote,  grace,  and  mercy.  The  love  of  God 
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Ohow  docm  ii  Ihinc  ki  the  giving  his  only  jc^-ottcn  Sva  into 

hwoild  i  **  Herein  is  lore,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
Jofod  Wf  uid  gave  hit  own  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  our 
And  then  Cor  grace,  grace  is  made  to  **  reign  tlirough 
afiieif  onto  eternal  life»  hj  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord." 
Jii for  maejfit  is  ^  built  up  forever.'*  Thus,  I  fjf,  there  is 

mUwdaa  of  glory  to  the  divine  goodnefs* 

And  UkevifiB  there  is  t  reftitution  of  glory  to  the  divine 
fUfidmfM^  The  faithfulnefs  of  God  engaged  in  the  penaU 
lb wift  node  apon  by  man  and  the  devil ;  but  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  is  maintained  in  the  execution  of  that  penalty  threatened 
igynft  man  in  the  perfon  of  our  glorious  Immaouel :  and  not 
ikf  t^  but  the  faithiiilnefs  of  God  comes  to  be  efiahll/bed  in 
Ac  new  covenant  *'  in  the  very  heavens :"  for  all  the  promlfes 
csne  CO  be  *'  yea  and  amen  in  Chrift j  to  the  glory  of  God." 
Umi  yon  fee,  that  Chrift  reftores  what  he  took  not  away  from 
lis  Father ;  be  reftores  "glory  to  God  in  tlie  highcft/'  which 
ie  never  took  away.'' 

a.  Let  us  fee  next  what  reftitution  he  makes  to  man ;  for 
ana  waa  robbed  of  all  th^  was  valuable  to  him^  either  for 
time  or  eternity. 

Firft^  The  human  nature  was  debated  by  (m,  and  funk  he* 
low  the  beafts  that  perifli.  Wcllj  but  the  Son  of  God  coinrs 
ud  takes  the  human  nature  into  a  peifonal  union  with  him- 
felf,  and  thereby  exalts  the  human  nature  above  the  angelical 
luture  :  Hcb.  ii.  i6.  "  Verily  he  took  not  on  \\\m  tlie  nature 
of  angels  ;  but  he  took  on  him  the  Iced  of  Abraham."  And, 
chap,  i-  5.  "  Unto  which  of  the  angels  faid  he  at  any  timt;, 
Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  1  begotten  ihce  ?*'  Aiul  fee 
what  follows,  *^  When  he  briiigcth  in  the  firll-bc^otfjn  into 
the  world,  be  faith,  And  let  all  the  angds  of  God  worlliip 
him."  Thus  the  glory  of  the  human  nature  is  rcUcrcd  a:ul  ail- 
Tanced  to  a  f.r  higher  pinnacle  of  glory  and  luonour,  tiian  when 
it  (lood  in  the  firlt  Adam  before  his  fall,  aciomcd  s^'iiii  ull  its 
embroideries,  in  a  ilate  of  innucency.  O  Sirs,  look  r.p  ,i:ul  (ce 
your  nature  exalte:!,  take:i  out  of  u\c  dunglnll,  -.inri  K.r  0:1  ti.c 
the  <hrone  of  God.  Th-i  throne  of  G  ni  is  called  '*  il.  j  thr  ..it: 
oi  the  Lamb,"  bccaufe  our  naiurv:  is  there  in  a  pcrfoiial  union 
with  the  great  God. 

But  this  is  not  all :  he  not  only  reflor?s  the  glory  of  the  hu- 
man :.ature  ;  bur,  to  all  who  believe  in  him,  l.c  rcivorcs  to  .ul- 
vantage  all  the  lolLs  we  failairi,  eitlk-T  by  the  lui  of  tlie  liii!: 
Adaai,  or  our  own  perfonai  tr.iiir);rv!iiion  ;  as  v/ill  appcr*  by- 
running  over  the  particular  loills  nicntioned  upon  the  lonncr 
}icad. 

5;r  ?,  then,  Did  fin  robe  us  of  our  fi^V  and  r.ijht,  and  leave 
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m  in  darknefs  J  WcH,  Chrift  makes  a  reHitution  of  tl 
for  he  comes  forth  as  the  bright  and  moming  flar,  to  |^ 
light  to  the  darkened  world j  whtcti  may  make  us  tU  fing  aod^ 
faj  with  Zacharlas,  Luke  i.  7S*  "  Through  the  lender  inrrcf 
01  our  God ;  whctcbf  the  day  fpriug  from  on  high  ha^h  vil^tftl 
01,"  P£d-  otviiu  27.:— a9»  **  God  is  the  Lord,  which  hath 
Ihewed  m  light  \  bmd  the  racrifii:e  with  cords^  rvea  urtto 
the  boras  of  the  altar/  Thou  art  my  God,  an4  I  will  prjiic 
thee;  thou  art  my  God^  I  will  etaU  thee.  O  gi¥C  thanks 
unto  the  Lord,  for  be  is  good  :  for  his  mercy  cndiireth  for 
cfcr  " 

Agttiii,  Hath  (in  robbed  ue  of  Ufet  and  left  us  among  the 
ccR%¥«gatton  of  the  dead  }'  Chrift^  makes  rellittition  of  that^ 
far  ne  10  '^  thr  refurte^lon  and  the  life  :*'  and  having  reeoixra 
ed  life  by  his  own  deatht  John  xiy.  1 9.  he  keepi  it  in  hi&  lun^ 


and  hearty  and  hinds  up  our  life  witfi  hts  '^  Becaufe  1  livcj  ye^ 
Ih^l  live  alfo.    Our  life  is  htd  with  ChrM  in  God/'    :         jA 

Againj  Did  fin  rob  u*  of  our  liberty  ?  Chrifl  makes  reftw 
tution  of  that }  he  buys'  our  liberty  at  the  hand  of  juftice,  and 
then  takes  the  excecutioner  and  bipds  htm,  and  fpoils  him  of 
his  power  over  the  poor  captive  ;  and  having  purchafed  liberty^ 
he  goes  forth  and  **  proclaims  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the 
opening  the  prifon-doors  to  them  that  are  bound." 

Again,  Did  Satan  and  fin  fpoil  us  of  our  wifdom,  infomoch 
that  ever  fince  we  are  infatuate,  and  like  fools,  fpend  oar 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  our  labour  for  that 
which  cannot  profit  us  ?  Well,  Chrifl;  reftores  wifdom  unto 
fools  and  babes ;  he  is  <^  made  of  God  unto  us  wifdom  ;"  and 
when  we  are  determined  to  come  to  him,  he  makes  us  urifer 
than  our  teachers ;  wife  to  know  the  myfterics  of  the  kingdom, 
that  are  hid  from  the  wife  and  prudent  of  the  world,  and  re« 
vealed  unto  babes :  *'  Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfte« 
ries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven/'  &c. 

And  then  again.  Did  fin  fpoil  and  robe  us  of  our  original 
righteoufncfs  ?  Chrill  makes  reAitution  of  that ;  for  he  him- 
felf  is  *'  the  Lord  odr  righteoufnefs,  and  he  was  made  fin  for 
us,  he  who  knew  no  fin^  that  wc  might  be  made  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  God  in  him." 

Did  fin  fpoil  us  of  the  beautiful  image  of  God  i  Chrift 
makes  rcftitution  of  that ;  for  that  very  moment  that  a  poor 
(inner  looks  unto  him  with  the  eye  of  faith,  he  gets  the  print 
of  the  fccond  Ad<im  drawn  again  upon  his  foul,  and  it  is 
by  beholding  his  glory  that  we- are  changed  into  the  fame 
image. 

Did  Satan  and  fin  rob  us  of,  and  take  away  our  health  i 
Well>  Chriit,  he  cum^s  to  make  reftitution  of  that :  for  he  is 
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^  RirCcian  of  riiuc,  ind  dicte  fs  no  dtfaCe  fo  otftUmg 
mh  wr  tP  ftmfid  the  virtue  and  hcaltnf^  P*'*^  ^  ^^  ^f* 
%M  ;  fo  tliA£t  if  wc  pcnili  wkb  our  dirrmlcf »  we  n^  not  i» 
i  Vitli  tFi4f  vord  in  osif  inautli^  '*  b  diere  no  balm  m  GUead^ 
ttd  00  p}if  Gcun  ihcrc  V* 
Dili  S^ran  fpoiL  ui  of  «>af  peace?  Weit«  Cbriil  makes  rclli* 
*  n  of  thit  s  for  **  ht  ii  otir  peace."  Peice  on  earth  was 
of  tfce  ankles  of  tlie  loffdi  pnife^  **  Peace  on  evtht  ^^ 
I  ^11  towiTi^s  mea<'*  bin  mbbed  «f  of  our  peace  witli 
Chiift  rcaofci  tJbat  I  for  ^  God  b  in  Chnll,  neon- 
_  the  worH  unto  hioifelL'*  Did  fin  fob  its  of  our  peace 
rf  dmreicnoe  ?  ClmEl  reftorcf  thst;  ^'  Peace  I  gire  onto 
rcHi :  not  a^  the  worid  glveth^  giire  I  unto  you,*^  £cc« 

Di^l  fin  k incite  a  fire  of  w;ir  and  of  ftrife  betwixt  man  md 
aw?  Well,  when  Chritl  comes  with  the  fceptre  of  his  powcr^ 
lie  makes  them  bc.it  their  f words  its  to  ploughiharest  ftnd  their 
^£3n  int£»  pruning  bpoki  |  he  nafcet  the  woif  dwcU  with  tho 
fmh,  aod  the  leopard  tie  down  with  the  kid. 

Did  fin  rob  ns  of  onr  ornamentt  I    ChriftTeftoretthde^lie 
mkH  the  Km%*5  daughter  all  glorious  within  1  he  bringt  ut  a 
.  ht  better  garment,  even  the  garment  of  faivation^  and  a  fobe 
•f  ligbteoufncfs  to  adorn  us. 

Did  fin  take  away  our  riches  ^nd  treafurcs  ?  Chnft  opens 
,  ip  a  far  better  treafurei  even  mnftmfchmhk  riches  ^  and  he  tells 
%  diat  **  richea  are  with  himi  yea,  durable  rkhes  and  righ* 
ibnCaela.^^ 

Did  iin  rob  ns  of  our  God,  and  leare  us  without  God  m 
die  world?  Chrift  makes  reflitution  of  that;  for  what  is 
Ckriftf  He  is  Immafmd.  And  what  is  that?  He  ta  GaJ 
*tfA  MM*  That  TO  ay  make  out  hearts  rejoice  indeed  \  out  God 
ii  come  back  to  us,  and  is  f^yirij:,  ^'  1  am  the  Lord  thj  God  ; 
I  will  be  their  God»  and  they  (hall  be  my  people^"  It  U  a 
God  in  Chrift  that  fpeaki  in  fuch  a  diale^l  to  poor  fin-> 
aers*  Tbtis  you  fee,  that  Chrllt  re  (tores  to  man,  what 
He  took  not  away  from  him*  I  might  enlarge  much  oa 
thii  fubjea. 

Stn  robbed  us  of  our  title  and  charter  to  eternal  life  1 
vhtocTcr  the  coTcnant  of  wotka  was  broken,  our  charter 
wai  gone*  But  Chf ift  reftoics  a  better  charter,  even  the 
cotetunt  of  grace ;  he  himfelf  is  <'  giren  for  a  covenant  to 
the  people,"  and  ia  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  core- 
lunt  I  all  the  promifes  and  blciBngs  of  it  are  ^  in  him  yea 
»Bd  amen."  The  covenant  of  works  was  a  frail  covenant,  a 
%pery  fecuriiy;  but  the  covenant  of  gracci  and  the  charter 
granted  unto  us  in  Chtlft,  it  is  a  lafting  charter;  If.  lir.  iO- 
"  IhemouDlaini  ibaU  depart^  and  the  biJU  be  remorved,  but  my 
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kintlnirfs  fliall  not  dcparr  from  thee,  neither  fhali  ihc  coteiia 
of  my  peace  be  removed,  i'aitfi  the  Lordj  that  hadi  mcrcf  \ 
thee/' 

In  ilicrt,    Chrift  rtftores  beauty  and  order  again  te 
whole  creaium*     Whenever   man  fmncd,  there  fell  fuchj 
dead  weight  U(>"n  the  CTcation,  that  the  whole  creatioQ  i 
like  tD  crunihle  lo  its  orij^uT:ii  chaos;  but  the  thing  that 
vented  it  was^  the  Son  of  God  bou^rht  this  earth  as  a  theatr 
oti  which  his  It»\*c  to  ruincTs  might  be  difpluyed  ;  therefore  . 
will  uphold  the  theatre  till  thefc^ne  be  a£led  ;  and  when  ilJ 
a£tcd,  he  will  rem m It  it  to  the  flames  :  thtre  is  a  word 
that  purpofcj  If.  xhx   %.  "  1  will  prtfcfvc  thee,  and  give  ^ 
for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  to  tftahliOi  the  earth,  to  can 
to  inherit  the  defohitc  heritages-*'     The  theatre  of  this  Gird 
was  givin[^  way  under  the  weight  of  the  wrath  of  God  % 
Chrill  being  given  as  a  coven.int  of  the  people,  he  upholdfti 
earth  and  all  things  by  the  word  of  ht^  poweT^  as  it  i$|  H< 

Thus  much  for  the  third  thing,  which  was^  to  let  you  fcc 
how  ChriJl  makes  reilitution  of  thefe  good  things  whtcb 
never  took  away  from  God  or  from  man. 

IV*  The  fmrih  thing  propofed  wasi  to  inquire  Into  the  tin 
^hen  Cbrift  did  all  ihii:  ^hen  did  ke  re/tare  that  wHtk  bf  /o 
not  ^way  ? 

I  (hall  not  ftay  upon  this »  I  pointed  at  it  in  the  eicpUc 
tion*     I  told  you  that  it  was  in  a  fl:ate  of  humiliation  that 
made  this  Tcflituticm.     I  cannot  ftand  to  tell  you  of  the  fere 
ral  fteps  of  hi&  humiliation  whereby  he  refborcd  what  he  toolcT 
not  nway*     We  have  a  [ummary  clefcription  thereof,  in  that 
queftfon  of  the  Catrchifm,  '  Wherein  did  Chrift'^  humiliation 
Gonfift  ?'  The  aniVer  i*:,  Mn  h^^  being  born,  and  that  in  a 
low  condition,  made  under  the  lavir,  uctder^otng  the  miferict 
of  this  life,  the  wrath  oi  God,  and  tlic  curfed  death  of  ih&^ 
crofs ;  in  being  burled,  and  coulinuirtg  under  the  power  oil 
death  for  a  time/  By  thefe  fteps  of  his  humiliation,  he  brooght 
about  the  blefTcd  project  of  redemption.     Then  was  it  that 
he^reftorcd  what  he  took  not  away  :  Gal.  iv.  4.  5.  "  In  the  ful- 
ne(s  of  time,  God  fent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman,  made 
under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that 
we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  fons.'*     But  I  do  not  ftay 
npon^this;  I  haften  forward. 

V.  Thtji/th  thing  propofed  was,  to  inquire  a  Ittilt  inUthe 

nafonsofthe  doihrine.     IVhy  was  ii  that  our  Lord  reftored  nobai 

hs  took  not  away  ?     Why  did  ht  reftQre  theft  goods  that  Jin  and  Sa^ 
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itth/r&m  Gmi  end/nm  man  /    In  atifwcr  to  thiit 
f  fameft  tbefc  few  panicularfl* 

0aii  rriKk  tKb  reftUut'iQn,  bccaufe  it  wai  his  FatherV 
diat  be  fhoitid  do  it;  he  did  4lwaft  thefe  things  chit 
m  Father :  ^  No  man  cskcth  my  Ufc  from  mc  (faith 
I  hf  it  dovli  of  myfolf*— ^ThU  commaitdmcnt  hive  I 
drf  my  Faihet*" 
1.  He  renoreU  wbic  he  took  not  awif,  beeaufe  it  contn- 
hua  Teij  much  to  enhance  hts  ni«fiiitorial  glory-  Gen.  tiv« 
Afitc  }Q4t  read  of  what  Abr:iham  did,  he  armed  his  men,  and 
in  qpeft  of  the  fire  kings  that  h^d  pltindeted  Sodom  t 
the  mi  t«kei  them  captlfett  and  recovers  the  fpoiL, 
I  what  not  he,  but  the  enemy,  had  taken  away  |  and 
was  much  for  Abrahim'i  honour.  So  it  it  to  the  im- 
Mstat  honour  of  our  glorious  Immanuel^  that  he  pur- 
eed, axid  fpoiled  principal'ines  and  powen»  who  had  robbed 
God  and  man  i  and  then  Tc{tares  i^nro  both  what  ther,  not 
[ki  Ittd  taken  away.  Upon  this  accountf  *^  God  hath  nighly 
tinted  hintf  and  given  him  a  name  which  ift  above  every 
Banc,'*  Sec* 

3.  Chrill  reftored  what  he  took  not  away*  out  of  regard 
that  he  had  to  the  holy  Uw  of  God*  The  holy  Uw  wa^  vio- 
hcedg  and  the  fovercignty  of  God  in  it  was  trode  down  r  but 
Chrift  had  a- mind  to  maintain  rhe  dignity  of  the  law,  it  be- 
mg  an  emanation  of  the  hoiincis  of  God ;  theiefure  he  will 
reftore  a  peTfe£l  obedience  eo  the  law,  and  bring  in  an  evcr- 
lafting  Ttghtcoufners  that  anfwcrs  it  to  the  full,  xhjit  fo  a  foun« 
(Uiion  may  be  thereby  laid  for  our  Jcg:il  invcfliture  in  the 
pTirilegei  of  children  we  had  bit  by  fiu. 

4*  Beeaufe  his  deli|>ht&  were  with  the  foils  of  men.  Sir*, 
Chrift  had  a  bride  in  Adan'a  family  to  efpoufc  to  himfrlf  for 
tver-  God  the  Fatbtr  give  him  a  bride.  And  when  he  hw 
her  in  the  devil's  clutches,  he  arms  himfelf  with  dirin"  pow^r^ 
and  refcaes  the  bride  :  **  H-c  loved  m»*,  and  guve  himfelf  for 
nie,**  ,  And  then,  Chnft  rfttorrs  what  he  took  not  -iway,  that 
fb  the  gloiy  of  grace  might  h^  cxihcd  i'j  the  falfalion  of  loft 
Gnners  1  and  that  none  g'r?ry  in  themfclvcv  but  that  they  ihas 
glory  may  glory  in  the  Lord.  It  11  not  wc,  but  h*:  onJy,  that 
niik^a  the  reftituiion,  and  grace  reigns  to  ui  thrcugU  thaiC 
tcltttuibn  that  he  made. 

5.  and  iaftij,  Chnft  reftores  what  he  took  not  away,  that  f*e 
might  "  Itik  the  enemy  andtt-e  avenger/'  at  the  eipteffion  ifi 
VfaL  viii-  a,  i  •*  the  enemy  and  tr.c  av tngf  r/'  that  i«  ihe  d-^ 
ril.  birs,  when  the  devi!  robbed  man,  iiC  thou;;ht  tl*e  dJif 
»M  his  own,  and  tniin:phcd  a«  if  rhe  world,  and  the  glc*ry 
Vol,  Hi.  T  rherc*/** 


.  ^riaSt.  ap  to  ^potidcrfal  adviata^.    And  if  fb^.  ivhstevef 

'  i^tmred  gain  to  yon  formerl^^  "ffrtl!  he  dkmmeA  lofs  £3r  Clirifi.j 

Sn,  doubtlefs,  jou  wiU  count  all  but  duag  ^nd  lofs  for  Chrij 
MX  you  may  kjiow  him^  wiu  him,  tad  be  found  in  him*  Yq 
will  be  dead  to  the  law,  and  the  works  of  it,  being  mar 
tu  a  better  hufband,  whofe  name  is,  "  The  Lord  our  ng1i< 
teoufoefs  ;"  for  **  in  him  &all  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  jufl 
£ed,  and  ihaU  ^oij,'*  Again,  if  yon  have  found  reparatioa 
in  Cbrift,  you  will  wa^e  a  eo annual  war  with  fin  and  Sitaii| 
^you  win  icfift  the  devil,  and  refift  even  unto  blood,  ftriviii 
ipinft  fin.  Thefc  robbers,  they  never  come  but  to  fpoU  y<) 
of  fome  good,  whatever  difguUe  they  may  appear  in,  Aa 
if  you  have  receiTied  any  love^tokens  from  the  Lord  on 
pccafion,  you  may  lay  your  account  with  an  attack ;  the 
tates  purfue  and  attack  the  fliip  with  tbe  richeft  cargo.  Lai 
ly,  Wheitever  the  enemy  has  prevented  and  twb^  yon 
your  comforts,  you  will  fly  to  Chr Ut  for  reilitutioo,  faying 
with  Davi^,  "  Reftotc  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  falvadon^'*  foil^ 
he  it  is  who  reftorea  what  lie  took  not  away* 

I  dofc  with  a  word  of  Exhortation,  « 

Sirs,  I  have  a  proclamation  to  iilue  forth  ia  the  name 
the  Lord  IniiMAKyEL.  Be  it  known  unto  men,  by  thefe  pr 
feats,  lliat  whereas  two  great  robbers  have  entered  int<>  \ 
world,  vi^^  fin  and  Satan,  aud  have  flolert  away  all  the 
luablc  goods  which  once  pertaioed  to  Adam  and  bis  iamtly^ 
whereby  they  are  all  reduced  to  the  utmoil  poverty  and  mw  j 
fery  ;  it  has  plea  fed  God  the  Father,  from  the  love  he  bean 
to  mankind-^nners,  to  fend  liis  only  b^gi^tcen  ^n  iota  th% 
world,  to  repair  all  their  loiTes,  and  to  reftore  what  he  took 
not  away.  Accordingly,  the  eternal  Son  of  God  hath  come 
into  the  world,  and  having  armed  himfelf  with  the  huooaa 
nature  and  divine  power,  he  hath  gone  forth  and  purfued  the 
Jobbers,  and  taken  Satan  captive,  and  bruifed  his  head,  and 
defiroyed  that  deftroyer  of  mankind  \  he  hath  finiihed  tran(l 
greffion»  and  made  an  end  of  fin,  and  hath  brought  in  a  robe 
of  righteoufnefS|  and  bath  recoveried  all  the  goods  that  the 
robbers  had  taken  away,  all  the  goods  and  ;gear  men  loft ;' 
bath  recovered  them  witii  wonderful  advantage;  and  the 
goods  arc  all  in  his  hand,  cmd  he  hath  dent  out  us,  who  are 
his  ambaflfadors,  tocaule  all  rrankind  fee  what  loiies  they  have 
fufiained ;  and  whoever  have  loil  any  thing,  their  God,  and 
'  their  fouls,  heaven  and  happinefs,  he  is  willing  to  reftore  it 
to  mankind,  and  that  without  any  fafer  \  for  he  will  do  it 
without  money  and  without  price.  Come,  and  get  your  own 
again  ;  for  Chri(l*hath  received  gifts  for  men,  for  the  fons  of 

men. 
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men.  O  come^  come,  come.  Sirs,  and  get  from  the  glorious 
Reftorer  what  jou  have  loft,  what  you  ftand  in  need  of, 
through  time  and  eternity  !  O  come  and  get  your  life,  your 
God,  and  yonr  fouls  again  for  a  prey ! 

Since  die  rebellion  commenced,  many  a  man  has  loft  very 
niiich;  fomehave  loft  their  land,  fome  their  houfes,  fome  their 
legs,  and  fome  their  arms,  and  many  their  lives.  And  now^ 
if  the  Duke  of  Cumberland^  the  King's  fon,  ftiould  iflue  forth 
a  proclamation,  to  every  man  to  come  and  get  his  loftes  re- 
paired, in  his  father's  name,  I  believe  you  would  not  be  ftiy 
CO  pat  in  your  name,  and  tell  that  you  have  loft  this  and  that. 
(>  Weil,  the  Son  of  the  King  of  heaven,  the  great  Jehovah,  he 
hath  all  his  Father's  treafures  in  his  hand,  and  he  hath  fent 
us  to  tell  jrou  to  come  and  get  your  lofles  repaired.  O  Sirs» 
iwKat  are  men's  temporal  loftes  in  comparifon  with  their  foul 
lofles  !  **  What  is  a  man  profited,  tliough  he  fliould  gain  the 
ivhole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  fonl  ?"  Well,  come  and  get 
jour  fouls  for  a  prey  from  the  Son  of  God. 

1  might  make  ufe  of  many  motives  to  perfuade  you.  Pray 
you,  confidcr  only  the  goods  you  loft  are  in  Clirift's  hand,  and 
that  they  are  in  his  hand  that  they  may  be  reftorcd  again  to 
you.  He  invites  you  to  come,  "  Incline  your  ear,  and  cotic 
unto  me,"  &c.  He  not  only  invites  you,  but  counfels  you, 
**  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,"  that  is, 
I  counfel  you  to  get  your  lofles  reftored.  He  not  only  coun- 
fels  you,  but  commands  you,  "  This  is  his  commandment, 
that  ye  believe  in  his  Son,*'  &c.  He  not  only  commands, 
but  he  promifes  ;  he  gives  all  njanncr  of  fecurity  that  your 
lofles  (hall  be  made  up,  if  you  come  to  him  for  a  reparation, 
Pfal.  Ixxii.  4.  "  He  (hall  judge  the  poor  of  the  people,  he 
ihall  fave  the  children  of  the  needy."  Comf*  then,  pi»or  and 
needy  finner.  He  is  grieved  to  the  heart  when  fiimers  will 
not  come  and  get  their  lofles  repaired  ;  he  was  grieved  when 
Jerufalem  would  not  be  gathered  as  a  hen  gathereih  her 
chickens  under  her  >f  iiigs.  I  will  tell  you,  nr>any  a  man  have 
got  their  loflTes  repaired  ;  an  inniimerub^.e  company  have  got 
reftitution  from  him.  Rev.  vii.  9.  **  1  bchelJ,  and  lo,  a  great 
multitude,  which  no  man  could  nimiber,  of  all  ncitions,  and 
kir.dreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  flood  before  the  throne, 
and  before  the  Lamb,  cluthcd  with  white  robes,  and  palms 
in  their  hands."     Now,  when  others  l-nvc  conic  a;.d  got  rc- 

(paration,  will  not  ye  con>e  and  get  reparation  too  ? 
O  Sirs,  confider  what  you  are  doiirg.     Mi!:d,  there  U  no 
Jiope  of  reparation  after  dcatli  ;  but  it"  you  come  for  repara- 
lioi^,  you  muft  come  now  to  the  Ki!ii»'t  Son  3  therefore,  "  To- 


A,^ 


^ 


150  A  Rolbery  committed^ 

iskj  if  je  will  he:;r  his'voice,  harden  qot  your  hc?Vt8,  ^s  ia 
the  prpyocatioQ."  *  .  . 

(Tpon  this  laft  day  of  th?  feaft,  I  cry  to  9^11  mankind  if  ^j 
voice  could  reach  them,  to  come  ao4  get  their  lofles  repair^ 
tj  the  Son  of  God,  who  refiores  that  which  he  toot  not  09f^y* 
So  not  fay, ''  I  am  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  ft^Mid 
ia  need  of  nothing  ;*'  for  I  can  aiTure  you,  that  he  who  is  in- 
finitely wife,  and  knows  you  better  than  you  do  yourfelves, 
declares,  that  you  are  ''  poor,  miferablp,  wretched,  ^dind,  an4 
naked,"  through  the  robbery  that  fin  hath  coa)mitt^.-.^y 

JpU|  I  cannpt  get  time  tp  come,  becaufe  pf  worldly  buQpefs, 
iut  let  n^e  tell  you,  that  your  wordly  bufinefs  is  |)i^t  mere 
trifles  in  comparifon  with  this  \  therefore  make  all  othef*  (^uQ- 
nefs  but  by-bufinefs  in  comparifon  with  this  ohe  thing  need- 
ful.— S-iys  another,  I  will  get  lime  enough  afterwards.     I 
will  tell  you,  delays  are  dangerous  \  what  know  you,  m^o, 
what  a  day  may  bring  forth  ?     Death  may  cooie,  ^ud  then 
you  are  gone  for  ever  through  eternity.— ^ays  another,  jam 
sifraid  tlic  time  is  gonp  already,  aod  that  he  will  not  maHe  a 
reparation  of  my  lolTes.     No,  Sirs,  I  will. tell  you,  that  while 
there  is  life  there  is  hope,  and  the  Son  of  God  is  at  the  t^aqk     \. 
ai  ypur  heart,  crying,  **  Behold,   I  fiaad  ^t  the  door,  and     * 
knock :  \i  any  man  (out  of  hell)  hear  my  voice,  an4  open 
t^  rpe,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  fop  with  him,  an4  he     ^ 
with  me." — But  O  fay  you,  I  fear  my  loiles  are  irrpparftble*     vl 
I  wi)l  tcU  you,  poor  £nner,  as  broken  a  {hip  has  come  tpland, 
as  we  ufc  to  i'ay ;  as  great  fmners  as  you  l.ave  gqt  a  repa? 
ration  of  their  lofles,  and  a  full  pardon  tp  the  boot.     What 
think  you  of  Manalth,  aad  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Paul?     ^ 
The  fame  hai)d  that  repaired  their  Ipflfcs  is  ready  to  repair    £ 
yours  ;    ''  his  hand  is  not  (bortened,  that  it  cannot  fave,''     \ 
^c. — Says  another,  Wliat  if  1  be  not  among  t!ic  number  of    .. 
the  eleA?     I  anfwer.  You  have  nothing  a-do  with  election;     j 
lor  **  fecrct  things  belong  unto  the  Lore},  but  tliat  which  is     j 
revealed  unto  us  and  our  children."     Kleclipu  docs  pof  be-     j 
long  dire&ly  and  immediately  to  the  bufinefs  of  believiug,     • 
but  only  things  revealed  :  and  if  revealed  things  belong  unip     1 
us,  then  put  in  your  claim  :  for  ^'  the  piomifc  is  to  you  and    I 
roiir  feed" — Say  you,  I  am  impotent,  and  cannot  come.     1 
•.infwer,  That  was  one  of  the  lofles  Chrill  came  to  reftore ; 
•*  lie  gives  ftrength  to  the  weak,    and  to  them  that  hayc 
no    might   he    increafeth    ftrength."— :-Say  you.  My  will  is 
an  iron  fi-  ew,  it  will  not  anfwer.     Afif^'  He  that  reiiores    ^ 
thr»t  which  he  took  not  away,  offers  to  reftore  your  gopd  heart 
and  your  will,  "  Thy  people  fliall  be  willing  in  the  day  of 
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thypowcr."  Ezek.  xzxvi.  26.  "  I  will  take  away  the  heart 
of  ftooe,  and  give  the  heart  of  flefh.'* — Says  another,  I  would 
fain  come  to  get  taf  tDfles  repaired,  but  1  tliink  when  I  come 
to  him  he  boafts  me  away.  Do  not  think  fo  \  for  he  fays, 
•*  Wbofoever  will  come  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out.** 
When  he  frowns  upon  yon,  and  calls  you  a  dog,  be  as  the 
Syrophenician  woman,  do  i^ot  give  over,  and  you  (hall  pre- 
vail, **  Truth,  Lord,  I  am  a  dog,  yet  the  dogs  eat  of  t^e 
cr'ilmbs  that  fsdl  from  the  mailer's  table ;"  the  Lord  repaired 
her  loi&d,  and  granted  her  all  the  defires  of  her  heart. 

I  ihottld  conclude  with  a  word  to  believers,  who  have  got 
their  iofles  repaired  by  the  glorious  Immanueh  I  only  fay 
two  or  three  things  to  you  by  way  of  advice.  ( i . )  O  fing 
pttflei  td  tfee  bfeifed  Reftdrer,  **  O  my  fejul,  Mefs  the  Lord^ 
who  hath  redeemed  thy  life  from  deOruftion,  and  tii6u4M 
thee  with  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercies/'  Pfal.  ciii. 
z.-r7-4..  (J^.J  Whenever  you  meet  with  newlp^^^i  comeback 
to.  die  bleded  Relftorer.  Satan  will  be  abod't  with  ybu^'  life 
gof^  al^t  like  a  roaring  lioo,  feeking  whom  ke  may  devottr,! 
and  to  take  away  aiur  good  you  have  got  o^  this  folemn  oc- 
cafioo ;  but  when  the  enemy  has  fobbed  you,  I  fay,  come 
liack  to  Cboft  by  faith,  and  you  will  find  reftitution  «^n. 
Ag^div  my  advice  to  you  is,  O  love  the  Lord  with  you^lieart^ 
drength,  and  miad  ;  let  him  have  the  'ftrength  and  flower  of 
your  a&dion,  l£^  nothing  in  tlie  balance  with  him  \  ^nd,.as 
an  evidence  of  your  Jove,  j^keep  liis  commandments^' walk 
worthy  of  the  Lord,  to  all  wcH  pleafing  $  contend  fo*  the 
fatcii  once  delivered  to  the  faints ;  iludy,  with  the  church,  to 
caule  his  name  to  be  remembered  to  all  generations,  that,  the 
people  may  praife  hidi  £or  ever  and  eVer,  who  rejlorci  wiaf 
he  todi  not  away* 
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HCR£  is  i'^tfaltlttjlbAput,  tliat  is'1>ofli  tatWeisW^ 
aofwerable ;  it  is  both  eafV  and  dSffit'uIt :  ^  it  h  ctfy 
tell  what  man.  is,  for  the  eml  of  his  perfe(^ion  Is'foiMi  jdS 
^veired ;  bat  why  Crod  takes  knowledge  of  man*  or  ^aktt^ 
gteat  account  of  him,  asjo  hfeap  his  favours  6n  hftq,  lis  itll^ 
that  God  only  ca^  bcft  accotint  for.  Dairid,  in  iStit 'two  pi 
^Wyerfe^^  declares,  J^rji,  what  a  recohciled  God  in  Cfi^ 
ti^;  tb*  him',  and  naakes  it  the  gtoutid  bf  his  pnufe  tfi 
triumph:'  i.  Says  he,  My  God  is  my  ftrcngth;  hq  Is  t 
ftrengdi  of  ifrael,  the  gloty  of  their  ftrength,  Ro^wifev 
ieHilr  and  Weak  the  faints  }x  in.themfelres,  yet  **  thc^rR 
dcjcm^  is  ftron^,  the  Lords  of  hoils  is  his  name.  O  bleff 
18  {he  man  whofe  ftrength  is  the  Lord  JchoVah,  with  who 
thfere  IS  evedafting  ftrength  ;  for  he  fhall  go  from  ftreogth 
ftrength,  till  he  appear  before  the  Lord  in  Zion,**  &c. 
His  God  was  his  goodnefs  j  for  "  there  is  none  good  but  or 
that  isy  God  ;'*  who,  as  he  is  the  chief  good  himfelf,  fo  he 
truly  good  to  Ifrae^ ;  good  to  them  that  wait  upon  him,  a 
to  the  foul  that  feeks  him.  And  whatever  goodnefs  is  in  ai 
of  the  fons  of  men,  or  faints  of  God,  he  is  the  glorious  four 
and  foorftain  of  it ;  **  for  every  good  and  perfeA  gift  come 
down  from  above,"  from  an  infinitely  good  God,  Sec.  3.  K 
God  was  his  fortreis  and  his  high  tower.  David  faw  hii 
felf  ir  God,  as  a  man  is  in  his  caftle,  that  can  look  down  • 
all  I  lis  enemies  with  contempt :  and  hence  we  find  him  fi 
quer  tly  cxpreffing  himfelf  with  the  greateft  confidence  of  fal 
ly,  '*  I  will  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thoufands  of  mine  eneroi 
agairft  n:e  round  about :"  O  !  who  can  hurt  them  that  ha 
I  '•  t 
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*'  the  eternal  God  for  their  refuge,  aod  his  everlafting  arms 
undenieath  them  ?*'  4.  Hb  God  was  his  deliverer*  Many 
a  danger  David  had  been  in,  frooi  Saul,  from  Abfalom,  and 
his  pcher  enemies  \  but  his  God  had  always  interpoied  for 
his  prefervation ;  probably  he  may  have  his  eyes  upon  the 
great  deliverance  that  God  wrought  for  him,  and  all  his  faints^ 
bjr  Jefus  Chrift;  in  finding  a  ranfom  for  him^  that  he  might 
not  go  down  to  the  pit,  &&c.  5.  His  God  was  his  fhield :  as  a 
&ield  in  the  day  of  battle  defends  againft  darts  and  arrows 
diat  are  (hot  a^ainft  a  man's  body,  and  wards  off  the  blows 
fBbax  are  levelled  againft  him  ;  fo  his  God  had  proteded 
him  againft  the  miUicious  arrows  of  reproach  and  m^ice,  &l^^ 
6.  His  God  bad  made  him  a  fkilful  and  fuccefsful  ibldier : 
his  hands  had  been  ufed  to  the  fhepherd's  crook,  and  the  mu* 
fician's  harp  ;  but  God  had  taught  *'  his  hands  to  war,  and 
his  fingers  to  fight,"  and  to  lead  and  head  the  armies  of 
Ifrad,  &c.  7*  His  God  had  taught  him  not  only  to  manage 
the  fword,  but  to  fway  the  fceptre  ;  in  the  dofe  of  verfe  2. 
^  He  fubdueth  my  people  under  me."  He  who  had  ordained 
him  to  be  king  of  Ifrael,  in  the  room  of  Saul,  fwajed  the 
hearts  of  all  the  tribes  to  acknowledge  him  as  their  king 
and  ruler;  juft  fo  he,  in  a  day  of  power,  bends  and  bows 
the  wills  and  minds  of  men  to  fubmit  to  the  government  of 
the  Son  of  David,  Chrifl  Jefus,  every  one  crying.  Thou  haft 
delivered  us  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  therefore  rule 
thou  over  ud. 

Well,  David  having  thus  viewed  the  goodnefs  of  God  unto 
him,  and  remembering  the  greatncfs,  glory,  and  majefty  of 
his  Bene£»6lor,  who  had  done  all  this  for  him ;  he  extends 
his  views  unto  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  mankind  ip  general, 
and  efpecially  to  the  faints,  and  cries  out,  in  a  rapture  of  won- 
der, in  the  words  of  my  text,  Lord^  what  is  man,  that  thou 
takefl  knowledge  of  him  !  and  the  f on  of  man,  that  thou  makefl 
account  of  him!  So  then  the  words  are  a  quedioii  of  admira- 
tion. And  more  particularly  we  may  note,*  i.  Tlie  fubjed- 
matter  of  the  qucflion,  and  that  is  man  ;  earthly  man,  as 
fbme  read  it ;  man  that  is  ''  fprung  of  earth,  and  whofe  foun- 
dation is  in  the  duft  ;*'  man  who  was  **  made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels,"  but  who  is  now  funk  into  the  gred,te(l  ignor 
iHiny  and  contempt,  by  his  apoilafy  from  God.  2.  We  have 
a  queftion  of  contempt  put,  concerning  this  creature,  man,  or 
the  Ion  of  man,  what  is  he  ?  or  wherein  is  he  to  be  account- 
ed of  ?  We  may  hear  thefolution  of  this  queiiion  afterwards* 
3.  Notice  to  whom  this  quedion  is  propofed ;  it  is  to  the 
]U>rd:  Lord^  ivhat  is  man?  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,' 
Vol.  III.  U  and 
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aad  tim$.  ie^a»  Hetftdtitiig  of  Ua  aii4ecflMdlng  i  be  needs  \ 
th/U  ifiy  fliQuld  teflify  of  maici  to  Ktati ;  hc^SiW9w%  the  iowa 
Hfiloa  of  pcrfoni,  tliuigi*  and  aStit^iM  fr  G«d  hat  balance  in 
lAtcli  be  w^ghi  «U  mankind*  and  tbertfore  he  cto  weil  nriJ 
wftat  mMk  i^r  **  be  &axdic9  the  b^rts,  ood  trie*  the  r^itM  flij 
t)ii  dtildresLitf  Aov^*  mid  knows  ht  bettftr  wfaat  jmi  »iid  ] 
ire,  than  wc  dp  Qiar&lves^  4.  We  ha^  the  gtound  and  rcfr 
.  Ion  of  this  inqutrj  coDcentmg  man  ^  it  i»  tlie  knowledge  than 
God  takes,  sndthe  acnoout  God  makeSf  of  fuch  an  incoufidct^ 
able  creatutCf  tbii  ^*  the  high  and  )aftj  Oae,  who  ifibaki^ 
mi^akf^  wd  who  4mm\k  in  ik»  bigh  wd  ho);^  ^ic«»'*  iIm( 
hafliouid  *^  bMT  ImJMvraif^  and  eoiM  d«WB/*  txi  vifit  j 
ma itaf  of  lo^et  '  j    .      .       : . 


0£snr£,  ^  Xhat  €b»  stgiird  that  God  f^$  mhk 
ta%  mmderfitl  aod  Ikff  rifiag.'*: 

.  Tbifl.l  taka  to  be  the  pkia  intpott  of  die  qudliaa.  Wi 
kmwt  die  like  queflfen  put.  Job  vii.  17.  i&*  '*  WiM  i$  um 
that  dioiEL  (hoiiJdft  flsagaify  bixn?  aod  that  thou  fk0iiU& ft 
tUnt  heart  ufoa  him  ?  and  that  thou  Aooklft  vifit  hiM  eveq 
moroingy  and  try:  htm  ererjr  moment/'  Pfal.  viii*  3.  4 
^  When  I  cooiUer  the  heaivens  the  work  o£  thy  ingfBtB^  thl 
moon  and  the  fiacs  which  thou  hail  ordained,  what  ia  worn 
tiiatthou  art  mindfidL  of  him  ?  and  the  (on  of  man^  that  tbai 
vifiteft  him.''  Thefe  are  down-bringing  queflions.  It  is  €b> 
ibrvable  in  (criprure,  that  queftions,  when  thej  axis  p«t  coi^ 
oamiag  God^  thej  are  intended  to  raife  our  affeftions  and  ad 
miration'  tx>  the  higheft*  So  £zod.  zv«  ti.  **  Who  ia  lib 
unto,  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the  gods?"  and  Micah  viL  18 
'^  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee?"  Thefe  are  uplifuiig. fuoC 
tioos.  But  when  the  qneftioa  is  concerning  man^  it  bfingi 
him  down  in  has  own  eyes  unto  nothing,  **  that  ao  fiefli  maj 
gkirj  in  the  prefence  of  God." 

Now,  in  dikovx&ig  this  doteine,  through  die  Lord's  a£ 
fiftaoce,  I  Audi  endeavour, 

■  L  To  give  a  (criptucal  folution  of  this  diminntive  and 
and  down-bringing  qoeftion,  H%ai  it  mamf 

II*  What  is  imported  in  God's  regarding  man,  or  makinf 
account  of  him* 

IIL  Wherein  doth  God  difcover  his  regard  unto  oaaa? 

IV.  Siiew  that  thtais  troljr  wonder&l  and  furprifing. 

V.  Apply. 

I.  TTm 
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^Hm  Jlr0  tUag  II-  Id  gi?«  m  foripmrftl  fidutUHi  of  thU 
,  Wimi  is  mmmi  fc?  we  can  neter  woodtr  it  and  ad* 
rqg^  tWt  G^d  ftewi  uato  am,  uatil  wc  kcK^w 
Ks*  Coaie»  thM^  Srip  let  la  iveigb  otufdvcs  in 
I  <>f  tbe  faaftnaiyj  uid  fee  what  ve  ue  i  iy0^  Av 
flj^y  Ai&Ucficfeatiirca* 
What  it  mmx^  a»  b«  ^  a  cfratoTe  of  God  t  Wlij^  tnca 
»  hii  fifft  orifiii«l,  b^  if  b»t  a  piece  of  modified  duO, 
ncd  wsdi  the  breath  of  God :  Adam  %iiifi«i  earth,  and 
l^canh,  Geo*  ii.  7*  ^  The  Lord  God  formed  mao  of  iba 
p||.ef  t^  grotmd. '  Hence  ii  tbit  of  the  apoftle^  i  Cor^ 
:  47*  **  Tbe  firft  Adam  was  of  the  earthy  carchj  i"  al(ii 
;  eif  the  pfopbet  Jeremtah,  vfao^  iddtdHiig  htmfelf  tn  1C> 
,  oka  >Do^  ^  O  earth,  eartb,  earth,  hear  the  word  of 
(lilaffd^**  &e.  Again,  Wiat  is  mam  /  He  is  in  fcripturo 
Mbaad  a  potUrU  veffit^  that  is  eafilj  dadied  aiid  broken : 
*  SCilb  act  the  potter  power  over  the  clay  of  his  hand,  to 
■ike  one  vcflel  unto  honour,  and  another  unto  diOioaour  >'* 
laau  is.  ax.  and  Plal.  ii.  9.  Chrift  ^*  will  dafli  all  his  ene« 
■ies  in  pieces,  as  a  potter's  veflel."  If  70U  aflc  further. 
What  sir  aum  f  the  prophet  Kaiah  will  tell  you  that  he  is  bnt 
niCi }  lia.  zl.  6-^.  "  The  voice  (aid,  Crj.  And  he  Caid, 
what  fluU  I  cry  ?  All  flefli  is  grata,  and  the  goodlinefii  there. 
sf  as  the  flower  of  the  field.  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower 
Uctfa,  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it :  fure* 
If  the  people  is  grafs.''  What  is  all  this  multitude  here  pre* 
fatt,  bat  juft  a  pickle  grafs :  for  as  grafs  fpringeth  out  of  the 
cttth,  and  falls  down  again  to  the  earth,  fo  Cball  we  and  all 
bnog }  and  then  the  place  that  knows  us  fliall  know  us  no 
I90TC.  If  you  aik  again,  JVbat  is  maal  the  Spirit  of  God 
will  tell,  Ifa.  xl.  15.  That  '*  all  mankind  is  before  God  but  as 
the  dropof  the  bucket^  and  the  fmall  dnft  that  will  not  turn  the 
Icales  of  a  balance,"  no  body  regarding  it ;  and  yet  all  mankind 
kbre  the  Lord  is  no  more.  Oh  then,  Wiat  is  man,  that  Gad 
fimdd  takt  knowledge  of  bim  /''  If  you  afk  yet  again,  What 
ij  maa  betbre  the  Lord  ?  Wiiy,  you  have  an  anfwer  that  re. 
duces  man,  and  all  nations  of  men,  into  nothing.  Ifa.  xl.  17. 
''  All  nations  are  befi^re  him  as  nothing/'  Can  any  thing 
be  lefs  than  nothing  ?  yea,  it  is  added  in  the  clofe  of  that  verfe, 
''  lliey  are  accounted  before  him  lefs  than  nothing  and  va- 
nity." And  thus  you  fee  an  anfwer  to  that  queftion,  What 
is  man,  confidered  as  a  creature  ?      But, 

idly.  What  is  man  as  a  fallen  creature  ?  Man,  even  in  his 
bcft  diate,  is  altogether  vanity  before  God :  what  then  is  he 
in  his  worft  efiate  ?  **  God  planted  him  a  noble  vine,  but  he 

is 
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IB  faMsome  tU  de^enerttte  phut  of  a  ftnmgiBt  ^Uie.**  Let  i 
ijUer  what  he  »  m  this-refpeft:  a  creatofe  be  is  itidee 
diea  he  u  the  wolft  of  fell  creatnrcB  duongh  fim;  for 
teavcfa  out  bis'diallibfter  from  the  record  of  God,  ive  ih 
m^  defcdbied,  i.  To  be  a  dUeafed  creature,  over-m 
a  loatbefome  leprofr,  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  t 
ofthefooti  dieffimfeof  fin  has  invaded  the  very  vit 
IbmiiA  that'die  veij  mind  and  coofcience  is  defiled  an 
od,  &e»  Hence  it  Mlows,  a»  That  man,  fidlen  manj 
oomcf  fen  ii|^7  aod  a  loatbefome  cfefetnre.  Job  xt.  i6. 
inocii  more  aboouiwUe  and  filthy  is  maii,  which  drinki 
mdtjr  like-tmiter?  Sin  is  called  the  abominable  thi 
Gdd^s  fool'hfeteBi.  *  Oh  I  howabomioable  then  is  man, 
Mtking  elfe  than  a  mafs  of  fin,  a  compound  of  all  ma 
iniqui^  ?  )•  What  is  man  ?  He  is  an  impotent  and  a  1 
tfortute,  withontHrength,  <<  like  th^  helpleis  infant  i 
iifto  the  open  fiefd,*'  Ezek.  xvi*  Men  may  talk  of  the 
of  nature,  and  of  their  ability  to  convert  and  turn  then 
as  they  havea*mind;'  but,  if  we  believe  the  Spirit  a 
fpeaking  by  the  Son  of  G^od,  he  will  tell  us  that  *<  i 
Can  come  unto  him,  except  the  Father  who  fent  bin 
him.'^  What  cai|  a' new-born  infant  do  for  its  own  he 
out  into  the  open  field?  Of  all  creatures  it  is  the  moft  1 
and  impotent;  and  yet  this  is  man's  condition  in  his 
ftate.  4*  What  is  manf  Why,  the  Spirit  of  God  \ 
you  that  he  is  a  rebellious  creature ;  that  he  has  li 
arms  againft  his  great  Lord ;  broken  his  allegiance  ti 
and  joined  in  a  confederacy  with  the  devil  againil  God. 
proud  Pharaoh,  "  we  have  difowncd  God,  faying,  ' 
the'Lord^  that  I  (hould  obey  him?"  Numb.  xx.  lo. 
now,"  ye  rebels,  muft  we  fetch  you  water  out  of  this 
&c.  5.  What  is  man^  fallen  man  ?  Why,  he  is  a  con( 
ereature,  under  fentence  froni  the  great  Judge  of  hea> 
earth  :  *'  He  that  belieyeth  not  is  condemned  already, 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him/'  &c.  Condemned  b 
condemned  by  the  law/ condemned  by  confcience,  £ 
What  is  maUf  /alien  man  /  Why  he  is  a  noxious  and  j 
ful  creature ;  (he  has  hurt  the  creation  of  God  ;  **  Ci 
the  ground  for  thy  fake,"  fays  the  Lord  to  Adam)  ; 
bercr  of  the  ground ;  "  Yea,  the  whole  creation  groan 
travaileth  in  pain,  under  the  burden  of  his  fin."  7. 
noifotne  creature,  that  hath  a  filthy  fmell  in  the  no 
Gody  angels,  and  faints ;  and  therefore  compared 
fteoch  of  a  green  opened  grave,  that  is  ready  to  raife  I 
dlence ;  *'  Their  throat  (lays  David,  fpeaking  of  the  d 
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}a  an  open  fepukhre,  and  the  poifon  of  afps  is  under  their 
.  tongue.**  Tea,  we  find  fallen  man  compared  unto  thofe  crea- 
tures that  are  moft  hurtfol  unto  us ;  he  is  compared  unto  4 
toad,  a  ferpent,  an  afp,  a  tjger,  a  lion,  and  the  like  hurtful 
faeafts*  8.  What  is  pian,  f alien  man  ?  Whj,  he  is  a  dead 
creature,  £ph.  ri.  i.  **  And  you  hath  he  quickened  who 
were  d^d  in  trefpaffes  and  (ins  :'*  Now,  what  account  do 
we  make  of  the  dead  ?  Thej  are  buried  oat  of  the  fight  of 
the  living ;  **  Bury  my  dead  out  of  my  fight,"  faid  Abraham 
of  Sarah ;  fo  what  account  ibould  God  make  of  dead  finners^ 
who  are  deftitute  of  the  life  of  grace  ?  but  bury  them  out  of 
his  fight  in  hell.  Thus  I  have  told  you  fome  things  in  anfwer 
to  that  queftion,  What  is  man  f  and  told  you  what  he  is,  as 
be  is  a  creature,  and  as  he  is  a  finner,  or  a  fallen  creature. 
And,  after  all,  b  there  not  good  ground  for  this  queftion  in 
mj  text,  What  is  many  that  thou  takeft  knowledge  of  him  f  or 
the  Jon  of  man,  that  thou  makejl  account  of  him  f 

II.  The/^roij^/ thing,  What  is  imported  in  (his  regard  thatCod 
ihews  unto  man,  and  the  Ton  of  man  ?  He  is  here  faid  to  take 
knowledge  of  him,  to  make  account  of  him.  Anfw.  It  im- 
plies, X.  That,  for  as  low,  mean,  and  miferable  a  creature 
man  is,  yet  he  is  not  beyqnd  God's  notice  and  obfervation. 
**  I  law  thee,"  fays  (he  Lord,  "  when  no  eye  pitied,  when 
thou  waft  caft  out  and  polluted  in  thy  blood."  When  Adain 
hid  hjjnfelf  in  the  buflies  of  paradife,  '^  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
were  upon  him."  He  faw  what  a  pitiful  pickle  he  was  in, 
and  all  mankind  in  him.  So  Gen.  vi.  5.  '<  God  faw  that  the 
wickedne(s  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  ima- 
gination of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually." 
a.  What  is  many  that  thou  takeji  J^nowUdge  of  him  ?  It  im- 
plies that  the  regard  God  ihew^  unto  man  does  not  flow  from  any 
thing  in  himfelf,  that  there  is  no  excellency  whatever  in  him, 
to  recommend  him  unto  God,  neither  birth  nor  beauty,  nor 
riches,  nor  wifdom,  no  qualification  at  all  that  is  defirable. 
When' God  takes  knowledge  of  his  eled  in  a  way  of  mercy, 
what  are  they,  but  children  of  wrath,  as  well  as  others? 
dead  in  fin :  and  therefore,  '^  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor 
of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  flieweth  mercy."  3.  What 
is  man  ?  &c.  It  implies,  that,  whatever  regard  God  (hews 
unto  man,  it  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  free  grace,  and  fovereign 
will  and  pleafure :  "By  grace  are  ye  faved  through  faith,  and 
that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  I  will  heal  their 
backflidings  ;  I  will  love  them  freely,"  Hof.  xiv.  4.  Hence 
all  tlie  promifes  of  the  covenant,  they  run  in  the  tenor  of  fo- 

vcreignty^ 
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««iciKiitf»  na  other  reaibo  being  men  for  tlieni»  bvt  t 
Ui  ows  fiirere%ii  will.  «  E  wtU  be  thdr  Godt  mti  dir 
lie  my  peofte.  l^mifi,  {prinUe  them  «rith  dcu  wata 
Acf  teH  be  deaoi  fmni  mil  dmr  filtbiiMft  and  Mds 
ckanfc  dien.  A  aew  bort  «lib  wiHIgifC  yoa/*  &< 
iri»/ is  mm  f  It  implies,.. that  Qod  has  no  oeed  <rf  » 
€»f  any  of  hisicmceti  Jobspiit  a«  **  Ca«a«Mii  be  pml 
mto  God,  as  he  that  is  vtfe  may  b^  profitable  tinto  hia 
la  it  any  pkafave  to  the  Almighty  that  thou  an  righteoi 
irk  gab  lo  him  that  thoo  mAcft  Ay  ways  perfa^  i^ 
frhcnce  it  is  j>iaiQ»  that  God  maketh  not  accqimt  of  mi 
that  he  conU  be  profitable  or  advantageous  to  him.  Oh^ 
Jetnsoot  fan^r  that  Qoi  is  obliged  to  us  for  omr  prayinff,  ra 
be^ng,  obediencct  or  communicating  $  no,  no ;  God 
iMither  ut  nor  our  feryiccsy  &c»  5.  Jrh^t  u  m^  ^  It  in 
tbatJOod's  mercy  and  love  unto  man,  and  die  fi»  of  m 
of  a  prcTcnling  nature :  man  b  not  feeling  after  God 
he  t\t%  knowledge  of  him  in  a  way  of  mercy.  What  I 
led^e  was  the  poor  infant  taking  of  the  Lord,  when  the 
took  knowledge  of  it,  Ezek.  xvi.  4— i5.  Ifa.  Ixr.  1.  *^ 
fought  of  them  th;i(  ajiked  not  after  me,  I  am  found  of 
that  fought  me  not.''  Oh  Sirs  !  none  of  Adam's  race  1 
ever  look  after  God,  did  not  Qod  look  after  us  \  yea, 
are  we  from  feeking  after  God,  that  we  arc  running  fi 
and  further  away  from  him,  until  he  fcpk  and  find  us 
Ixii.  12,  M  Thou  (halt  be  called  fought  out/'  God  fougl 
and  prevented  Paul  in  the  way  to  ^amafcus,  when  h 
little  thoughts  of  the  }jord;  he  fought  out  Zaccheus 
every  foul  is,  fought  out  by  preventing  grace,  &c.  6. 
is  man  ?  It  implies,  that  whatever  man  be,  however  defpi 
low,  and  ineonCderable,  yet  God  treats  him  as  if  he  were 
great  and  confiderable  perfon.  (lence  he  is  faid  to  m< 
him  in  that  forecited  Job  vii.  17.  "What  is  man  that 
magnified  him  ?'*  he  makes  an  account  of  him,  as  if  he 
fomething  worth.    But  this  leads  me  to 

III.  The  /i/W  thing  in  the  method,  which  was  to 
.wherein  dolh  Cod  difcover  fuch  a  regard  to  man^  and  the 
niMn  ^  And  here,  as  matter  of  praife  upon  a  thankfgiving 
let  us  confider,^r/f,  The  regard  that  God  (hevirs  unto  al 
in  common ;  ficmdlj^  The  regard  he  ihews  to  his  choft 
neration,  his  peculiar  people. 

Firfi^  I  fay,  let  us  take  a  fliort  view  of  the  regard  thai 
ihews  in  common  unto  all  men,  and  that  both  in  creatio 
priividence.  \fi^  Let  us  obferve  what  regard  God  fhewed 
maoy  that  petty  poor  creature,  at  his  creation.    He  bi 
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ftatdy  hottfei  ind  provides  it  with  all  neceiTary  faniiture»  be* 
fore  he  gave  him  a  being.  He  rears  up  the  beautiful  fabric  of 
heaven  and  earth  for  his  ufe.  He  '<  gives  the  fuit  to  rule  bf 
daf  »  and  the  moon  to  rule  bv  night/'  that  by  theft  luminaries 
be  might  fee  about  him,  and  behold  the  other  woHls  of  God. 
He  fpreads  out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain  and  canopy  over  bit 
headi  and  ftudds  and  embelliihes  it  with  an  innumerable  muU 
titude  of  glittering  ftars,  like  fo  many  ftnnes  of  fire.  He 
plants  the  garden  of  Eden  with  all  manner  of  trees»  and 
plants*  and  fruits.  He  calculates  and  adjuds  the  creation,  to. 
gratify  both  his  fenfitive  and  rational  apj^tite:  he  makes  co* 
lours  to  pleafe  his  eve,  founds  to  pleafe  his  ear*  delicious  fruits 
and  meats  to  gratify  his  tafte,  and  favoury  fmeils  his  fcent : 
he  frames  wonders  in  heaven  above,  and  earth  below,  for  his 
vesfonable  foul  to  pry  and  wade  into  with  pleafure  and  de- 
light. Thus,  I  fay,  God  difcovers  his  regard  unto  man,  by 
building  and  fumUhing  a  lodging  for  him,  before  he  had  gi* 
veo  him  a  being.  But,  TjUy,  Let  us  confider  the  regard  God 
fliews  unto  man  in  the  courfe  of  his  common  providence^  and 
that  notwithftandiog  his  apoilafy  from  the  (late  in  which  he 
was  created^  i.  Then,  although  we  be  all  tranfgreffurs  from 
the  very  womb,  yet  he  continues  a  fuccellion  of  men  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth :  what  a  wonder  was  it,  that  upon  the  firit 
(in  of  Adam,  he  did  not  hew  down  the  root  of  mankind,  and 
throw  him  into  hell,  in  order  to  prevent  the  fproutlng  up  of 
fo  many  branches  that  have  fprung  off  him,  bearing  the  bit- 
ter fruits  of  fm  and  rebellion  againft  God  ?  and  yet,  in  his 
wonderful  patience  and  long  fuiFering,  be  continues  a  race  of 
mankind  upon  earth,  when  he  could,  with  fo  much  eafe»  rid 
himfelf  of  his  adverfaries,  and  avenge  himfclf  of  his  enemies. 
0 1  vfh^tis  man  ?  a.  Let  us  fee  the  wonderful  care  that  God 
has  in  and  about  the  formation  of  man  in  the  womb.  What 
accclBon  had  you,  or  I,  or  yet  our  parents,  in  giving  us  thefe 
hands  and  feet,  and  other  bodily  members  ?  how  came  it 
about,  that  thefe  members  and  bodily  parts  are  fo  well  (haped, 
and  that  we  were  not  born  monders  i  why,  it  is  tiie  hand  of 
Providence  that  moulded  and  falhioned  us  after  this  manner. 
David,  Pfal.  ocxxix.  14.  obferves  this  with  praife  and  grati- 
tude ;  **  I  am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made."  3.  When- 
ever man  is  brought  into  the  world,  although  he  ib  Kht  molt 
beJplefs  creature  in  himfelf,  yet  he  has  provided  the  belt  of 
help  to  cheriih  and  preferve  him.  He  not  pniy  heip«  us  loto 
the  world,  and  keeps  us  from  being  ititied  m  the  airch,  Uut 
he  provides  the  knees  to  dandle,  and  the  breads  to  fuckie  us. 
He  not  only  infpired  our  parents  with  tender  cart  and  affec- 
tion towards  us  in  our  non^age  and  infancy ;  but  ne  himt<;if, 
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at  ft  ttnder  parent^  nouriflied  and. brought 'ot«j^  fnm 
udwofidmg  for  us,'  tifiag  fts  our- dttif  bctfta,  liiid  aB; 
BciDeflariei  tnd  comrenfencies  of  life;  Aiv^  aoy  of  iit'«l 
fartable  dweUinK9  itr  a  htttiij  cvplLCitfi  ^tf,  tela  Gcri  I 
ieta4£tefolinur)rinfamiliCf;  Htfveany  <»(ytfD  a  ftockofi^ 
dmr  like  oihe  plants  touted  about  yoar.uUe?.  lAy,  cU|i 
ara  God's  beritage,-  and  die  fruit  of  the  womb  it  hUiMi 
Hare  you  ikbieaaiia  aroridlfiiibftaoce  ?  irbf,  this  is  oT 
Lofd^as  he  teils  Uhiel;  ^f  it  it  Ms  bleffing  that  makediriil 
k  ia  the  Lord  thatgifeth  you  Ud  be  rich.  Hat -he  given  tai 
worldly  honourt  aiKf  prefemients?  it  is  ^*  God  uiat  fed( 
•da»  and  caftt  another  down.**  Oh  I  how  doth'God  idl 
auui  with  goodncfsandmer^  erery  year,  and  every  day  { 
moment  i  How  qwcUy  would  all  flefli  be  ftarved  to  deartii 
he  did  not  open  his  lai|^- granaries  every  year,'  tatffing  the  ea 
to  prbdtfcer  the  grai|c^  that  nourilheth  us,  add  bihcr  creatutt 
The  pfidmift  David,  obferves  this  as  matter  of  pfaife^  P 
cxlv.  i;.  id.  *^  The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee,  and  thou' 
veft  them  their  meat  in  due  feafon ;  thou  openeft  thy  hai 
and  fatisfieft  the  defire  of  every  living  thing.  Oh,  how  w 
derful  is  it,  to  behold  the  connexion  of^:au^es  that  God  '. 
eftablifhed  I  how  he  has  linked  heaven  and  earth  together, 
his  powerful  hand^  in  order  to  the  maintaining  of  man  u| 
earth  I  Hof.  ii.  21.  ai.  *^  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  in  t 
day,  I  will  hear,  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  bear  the  heavens,  s 
they  (hall  heat  the  earthy  and  the  earth  (hall  hear  the  co 
and  the  wine,  and  the  Oil,  and  they  Ihall  heat  Jezreel/'  ( 
tobat  is  manf  mrthe  fonof  msn^  that  the  great  wheels  of 
creation  (hould  be  carried  about  for  his  benefit  and  fuftenan 
And,  to  conclude  this  head  of  common  providence,  and 
kindnefs  God  fliews  unto  man  there,  let  US  obferve,  h 
the  innocent  creatures  that  never  finned  againft  God,  or  1 
late  the  laws  of  their  creation,  are  every  day  flaughtered 
the  ufe  of  rebel  nothing  man ;  the  fiihes  of  the  fea,  the  fb' 
of  the  air,  the  beads  of  the  field,  their  lives  facrificed  to  i 
tain  the  life  of  niian,  who  has  forfeited  his  title  unto  all  gc 
things,  either  in  this  world  or  the  world  to  come.  Oh,  w 
a  favourite  mult  man  be  above  the  ted  of  the  creatures  ?  A 
fo  valuable  is  the  life  of  man,  that  he  has  made  it  one  of 
ten  commandments  of  the  moral  law,  binding  to  all  gene 
tions,  that  none  (hall  kill  man,  or  take  away  his  life,  till 
own  immediate  hand  put  an  end  and  period  to  it. '  Life  (1 
go  for  life ;  **  Whofoever  (heddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  (1 
hib  blood  be  (bed :"  and  that  for  this  good  reafon,  becaufe  t 
**  nfrer  the  image  of  God  created  he  him."  Oh,  nuy  not  f 
(bort  hint  of  the  kindnefs  of  Gpd  to  man,  running  out  in 
I  char 
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chaiiiiel  of  common  proridence,  make  us  to  cry  with  DaTtd« 
here  in  the  text.  Laird,  what  is  man  f  &c.  But  to  pafs  this 
head  of  God's  common  goodnefs  to  man,  in  creation  and  pro- 
Tidcnce. 

SecmuU),  Let  us  next  take  a  view  of  the  good  of  his  chofeni 
that  we  mav  triumphantlj  praife  with  his  inheritance  upon  a 
day  of  thankfgiTtng.  And  here,  belieTcrs,  worthy  communi- 
cants, let  me  turn  even  the  do^rine  into  a  Word  of  exhorta- 
tion, and  call  you  in  the  words  of  the  pfalmift,  upon  a  thankf- 
giving  dav :  *<  Sing  linto  the  Lord,  O  ye  faints  of  his,  and 
give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holinefs.^  And  to  ex- 
cife  and  engage  you  to  this  duty,  you  will  confider  with  me  a 
little,  what  knowledge  the  great  God  has  taken  of  you,  and 
what  account  he  has  made  of  you  by  the  outgoings  of  his 
love.  I.  Before  time,  x  In  time.  3.  After  time  ends,  in 
eternity. 

I.  I  fay  will  you  take  a  view  of  his  love  and  kindnefs  to- 
wards yott  hfore  time,  and  let  that  engage  you  to  cry,  What 
is  man  that  thou  takeft  knowledge  of  him,  and  of  me  in  parti* 
oilar  ?  (i.)  Then  I  fay.  Let  us  run  back  to  the  ancient  years 
of  eiemitj,  and  fee  how  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  to  man^ 
did  appear  then;  *'  when  God  looked  upon  you  in  your 
blood,  he  faid  unto  yoU|  Live,  and  your  time  was  a  time  o£ 
love."  Oh !  is  it  not  wonderful  to  fee  eleding  love,  paffing 
by  the  fallen  angels,  and  reding  upon  fucfaapoor  pitiful  crea« 
ture  as  fallen  finful  man  ?  And  when  he  paUed  by  kings  and 
princes,  noble,  and  wife,  and  rich,  and  many  thoufands  that 
the  world  would  think  would  been  the  obje£ts  of  his  love,  he 
pafled  by  them,  and  pitched  upon  thee,  a  poor  creature  that 
no  body  regards.  Oh !  is  not  thy  foul  faying,  <<  What  am  I, 
that  God  hath  taken  fuch  knowledge  of  me  ?  that  he  fliould 
have  loved  me  with  an  everlafting  love  ?  that  he  fliould  have 
chofen  me  before  the  foundations  of  the  world  ?  and  predefti- 
Bated  me  to  the  adoption  of  children,  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  him- 
felf  ?"  (2.)  The  decree  of  elefling  love  being  paily  a  method 
moft  be  found  out  for  thy  falvation,  confident  with  the  honour 
of  the  law  and  juilice  of  God  :  and  therefore,  as  if  tnan,  and 
the  fin  rfman^  had  been  fome  great  creature,  and  thou  in  partis 
cular,  believer,  a  council  of  the  Trinity  muft  be  called  to  advife 
the  matter ;  and  thus  the  plan  of  thy  falvation  was  laid.— 
^  Oh,  (ays  the  eternal  Father,  my  love  is  fet  upon  a  remnant 
of  Adam's  family,  and  I  have  propofed  to  fave  them,  and  to 
bring  them  to  glory  :  but  oh,  how  Ihali  I  put  them  among  the 
children  ?  I  fee  that  they  will  violate  my  Jaw,  and  become 
liable  to  my  wrath  and  judice,  and  my  love  to  them  cannot 
tent  in  a  prejudice  unto  juftice  :  and  therefore,  O  Son  of  my 
Vol.  III.  X  eternal 
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eiamt'lare^  I  ftit  Aee.up;  uoid  orAim  thee  fo  tfl\f  me  t?^etf  t 

t&ltt'iirtllc  Aiffll^  oTYSfiie;  i  body  for  ebb  end  h^vr  t  f  ^^ 

red  fer  Ae^,  tlnt^thotf  mtyll,  ts  tVir  Sorety  jind  RHe 

folfii  ^j  law  in  their  rpom,  and  fatisfy  my  juftlce »  bf  f^e  1 

crilfiee  of  tfir  detA':  Md  I  Here&(k>n  jitoiMre,  ir h jt  I  will  Hini 

t^.  ttoe  mmt  ^itiifk  \  ttiine  trm  (halt  flretigtht  n  thcc  -,  I  vJB 

rrife  iftiec  frditi  fW-dwrtI,  and  fct  thee  on  my  tlgbt  bnnd ;  ^nd 

11*9!  |(n;  thtfih.n*  f^^  to  (etVe  tbee,  thou  (Hsh  be  tifeir 

HM,  ttieir  Htffbattd,  thcit  Adtoeate,  and  Meducor,  and  thou 

itndt  i«^  oirtf  ilism:  itf  a  pecttliarkhig*)«,  fcr  tva  ami  <W 

em.*-»-*  I  agree  whh  iny -#fto!c  heatt  to  the  ctetfurf,  hW 

i|ke9terfia1  sJwr;  •*  Lo,  1  coinc ;  hi  the  tolntne  of  thy  hmkn 

ikVriltetioirmer  I  deli^fhttodothywUf,  Omf  God^'*  ;« 

tfafi  hrtr  of  ted^ption  h  wirhhi  niv  heart ;  it  is  fcatrd  in  the 

*'iffldft  of  myl)6i(ir«a/-*«*  Agrees  to  if,  fays  the  H<jt7  Ghoft :  f 

will  form  his  (imnab  nature,  by  my  oferOiadowmg  pcmcf*  tH 

th6'  IV^mb  of  fhe-Tirgiti :  I  trilManOSry  hh  hnlnan  f^atare^  anrf 

m^  k*  i  fit  ttfid^ee  for  the  fulnefs  of  th«  Godhead  to  d«c1f 

in,  that,  out  cjf  that  fttltiefs,  they  may  teceiye  f  race  for  graft* 

I  will  take  of  the  thhrgs  that  are  his^  and  fhew  them  nftio 

them ;  and  carry  on  the  work  of  fanOificatiorj  in  them,  iBI 

they  he  brought  onto  glory/— Thus,  I  fay,  the  plan  and  method 

of  thy  faltatioft  was  latd,  believer,  in  eternity,  be  fore  the  fouft* 

dtftlonsof  the  world  wiS  laid.  Othett,fliall  n6t  the  conGdert' 

tioft  of  all  this  make  ns  cry,  Lori^  tvhat  is  mitH^  (bat  thmt  fd(fi 

kMHuMgf  of  him  ^  df  ihefoH  ofman^  that  thou  muhft  atcfmtt  9j  Vm 

1.  het  OS  eome  down  from  etemify  to  time^  and  fee  wW 

woi-k  is  made,  in  the  ezecntion  of  this  glorious  proJeA  of  ffM 

grace imd  love  towards  man.    This  world  being  created,  til 

theatre  upon  which  the  {^torious  fcene  was  to  ht  adxd  ;  Mil 

\t  brooght  forth  into  the  ftage ;  a  covennnt  of  works  tianftdeJ 

between  God  and  him,  by  the  breach  of  which  mmi  is  pluilged 

into  an  abyfs  of  mifcry  and  fin.    But  i:o  fooner  is  he  fslW. 

but  the  eternal  ptlrpofe  and  proje£l  of  infinite  love  and  wifdotf 

begins  to  break  forth  ;  and  fo  the  fcene  of  grace  begins  to  b< 

afled.    Wheo  man  is  trembling  at  the  npprchenfiojis  of  beijj 

fttlcketi  through  with  the  fl^tming  fword  of  Tuftiee,  a  promif 

of  relief  and  deliverance  btcraks  out  from  under  the  dark  ckxl 

6f  wrath,  •*  lliat  the  feed  of  the  woman  fhould  bruife  th 

head  of  the  fctpent.'*   'An  angry  and  offrndcd  God  on  a  fud 

d^  becomes  ImmamOfx,  God  with  us,  toavenj^J  the  quarti 

Upon  the  old  ftrpem,  for  the  hurt  he  had  done  his  viceroy  an 

reprelcTttstive  In  this  lower  world.  This  grace  contained  in  tV 

firR  prortiifc,  i*  gr^duAlly  opened  in  promifes,  types,  atnl  fti 

phtcwsi  during  the  Old  Teflamcnt  occonomy;  until,  accordit 

ttthe  eoticcrtan  the-ctmncil  of  peace,  and  declared  rtfolutit 


flfMdUiBt'  tlic  great  and  teoownal  ckampIoD,  the  Son  of 
ftt  iftailly  uka  the  field;  and  baviiig  puc  on  ihe  co»(  pf 
lifrluaa  aanm  that  bU  Father  lud  provided  for  M\m^  he 
jMh  'WoadeiB  10  .u  /or  dbr  pcttj  creature  man^  that  he 
li|[ht  Mi^  »bMK;  fab  iUvatHm.  What  did  be  ?  (ajr  ^ou. 
i^  Ob  I  What  dj4  !>•  apt,  ibar  vai  ac^flkiy  u>  bseak  yp 
I^Mff  tad  ckair  the  pafiige  to  glorjr  aa4.  eternal  life,  f9jr 
HP  ?  Wb^f,  in  fc  TMBf  words  (for  Xx^intiot  infill  01^  parti- 
l^bail,  bf  bif  obe4ieDiCC  to  the  deatb«.*'iJe  finiflic^  trimfgrer- 
i|p%  iiiid  vabet  an  codof  fini.he  mad^ca  j;ecpncUi4tioa  for'ini- 

S.  Iicbfiiigi  ID  «n  everlaftipg  ligbtooiifiieft.''  He  ''  con. 
a  aev.^tfvnaat  withmaaf :  he  piakcAtbe  facriSce  ao^ 
kfadmiocesiie/'  and  anlwages^cbc  ^tfoT^ic  ioecQUQO);  i  .he  re- 
pla  fbcrcw^fd  of  God  aBemfede;^p(ioni  opeiis.'up  t^iT  m;f- 
m  of  (iihratios  ia  Jiii  dodriae  i  coubrjois  it  iroxn7ieav<;a  by  a 
Ifhiludcof  ndmclesj  Vfa^  ma{;iM£e»ibc  lavjiad  inakei.it hOb. 
omblii  lie.fjmb  priacipaliuca  ^ad  powers,  a«)J  tnuonjiV 
m  tbcaa  ia  bia  eiofa^  through  death  JUe  deilroj^  dpad^i  and 
an  dot  bad  tbe^wer  oi  death  y**  he  HrrcHs  iht  bejrs  of  death 
•t  of  tfac  devil «  hand,  axid  takes  ihem  into  his  own  f:uIlQd]r, 
lat  be  might  make  it  a  paffige  to  glory,  iaftead  of  being  a 
iffye  to  bell ;  he  dies  for  our  ofFcuces,  and  tifes  agaip  for  oujr 
iftibcatioB ;  he  aXc^ads  up  to  heaven  with  a  (bout  of  triumpji 
idviAorf ;  and  fits  down  00  the  '^  right  hand  of  the  JM^eity 
It  b^b/'  as  the  public  Head  and  Eeprdentative  ofhis  friends 
ft  earth,  and  to  *<  apjxcar  in  the  preience  of  God  fpr'thetn**' 
.  little  after  he  is  fet  down  upon  tlie  thronei  he  pours  down 
IS  Spirit,  Hke  *^  the  ruihingof  a  mighty  wind,  upon  bis  dif- 
plesatPentecoft;  and  gives  gifts  unto  men;  gives  iomeapoftles, 
me  prophets,  fome  evaageliils,  fome  pallors,  fome  tcacrbersi*' 
id  feads  them  abroad^  with  a  power  of  working  mioK^les, 
id  ot'/peakiag  all  languages;  to  proclaim  ihe  glory  pf  his  fini{b- 
I  r^lvatien  to  every  creature  under  heaven^  *'  jThat  wboToever 
Sieved  in  him  mighr  not  perifli,  bifi  baye  everlafting  life." 
nd  Oh!  may  not  a  reflex  view  of  all  th|s  work  about  man 
ake  us  cry,  Lfard^  wbai  is  m^n^  ibat  thou  tahefi  IncnvUdge  ef 
mf  or  mAeitbtfm  4Ji  man  iljat  thw  viJLji  fo  ^rtat  ^icouut  ij' 

Weil.  IS  that  all  ?  No ;  for  he  doth  yet  more  for  man  in 
nc-  Having  fiuiibed  tlie  faivation  of  utan  in  a  way  of  pur- 
lafcy  bis  voice  is  uate  nseni  aud  the  fons  of  men;  he  proclaims 
I  (ialvatioQ  unto  the  ends  of  th<!  eartli,  and  caufes  the  joyful 
ttttd  of  the  golpei'trumpct  to  be  heard  to  the  world^  end. 
nd  oh  I  what  wonders  doth  he  work  here  to  make  way  for 
le  Cilvation  of  poor  luskn  !  A  throne  of  grace  is  reared,  to 
-hich  fsao  may  have  xecourfr  with  boldncfs,  *'  that  he  may 

obtain 
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obtain  ^racCi  and  find  mercy  t#  help  him  in  etcry  time  of  nc 
A3&  of  grace  are  emitted  from  this  throne,  indemnmcs,  [ 
snifest  snd  proclamadons  of  fTACCi  ^'  Ho,  every  one  that  thirft- 
ethj  come  ye  to  the  watcra  :  and  he  that  bath  no  money,  Ift 
him  comci"^  Stc.  Henlds  are  fent  abroid  to  proebtm  the  grace 
of  God  through  Chfift  to  man,  and  to  Hfi  np  their  voiee  ia 
the  tops  of  the  high  places  %  a  word  of  reconciliation  ii  coeei- 
xnitted  unto  them  ;  and  they,  as  ambaifadors  for  Chrtdj  pny 
men,  and  the  fom  of  mcti,  to  be  reconciled  unto  God  ;  ^^  be^ 
caufe  Chitil  was  made  ^n  for  lis,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteoufnef^  of  God  through  him/*  The  great  ftore*hoiifa 
of  grace  ar^  opened  \  his  rlghtcoufnefviind  falvatioii  brought 
near  to  every  one*s  door  in  a  difpenfed  gofpel,  with  a  voice 
from  heaven »  Come  and  welcome  to  ChriN^  and  all  hU  fubcls* 
He  (lands  with  the  outftrctchtd  arms  of  redeeming;  lo?c,  cry 
iBg,  *^  Behold  me  I  behold  me  I  O  how  would  I  gather  you,  u 
the  hen  gathers  her  chickens  under  her  wings  !*'  O  what  la 
man  that  he  is  thus  mindftil  of  him  I — But  then,  what  wod| 
Id  he  at  with  manafcer  all  dm,  in  order  to  the  efiednal  i^ 
idicaHon  of  the  purchafed  and  es^Mlrited  falvation  I  The  hamp 
incr  of  the  law  muft  be  applied,  in  order  to  break  the  rdckf 
beart  in  pieces ;  the  fidiow  ground  muft  be  plowed  up^  to 
prepiare  it  for  the  reception  of  the  incorruptible  feed  of  gofiiel 
trullii  the  ftrong  holds  of  Satan  muft  be  pulled  down ;  the  lurii 
itnagiiiattpns  pf  the  heart  levelled;  Satan  and  proud  felf  aiaflt  le 
dethroned.  The  finner  is  dead,  buried,  and  ftinking  in  die 
grave  of  fin ;  t]^e  *'  ftoqe  muft  be  rolled  away  from  the  fepd- 
cbre;  atiid  vrondeni  muft  be  (hewed  unto  the  dead,  (dhe  Spiik 
of  life  iHuft  breathe. upon  the  dry  bone«  :^'  the  fmner  is  Uindi 
and  he  muft  have  his  eves  opetled :  he  is  a  prifoner,  and  hit 
chains  of  capthritv  muft  be  loofed  ;  the  obfttnate  iron  finewcC 
hii  will  muft  be  nehded  by  the  almightypower  of  God,  aiMt 
**he  perfuaded  and 'enabled  to  embrace  Chrift,  and  falvation 
through  him,  as  he  is  freely  offered  in  the  gofpel.**  The  fin* 
ner  being  tlhus  tranilated  from  death  to  life,  from  darkaefs  to 
God's  marvellous  Hght^  in  eflfefiual  calling,  O  what  work  dodi 
the  Lord  niake  about  the  poor  inconfiderable  creature  f  how 
doth  he  heap  favours  and  privileges,  one  after  another,  upon 
him  I  He  betrothes  the  poor  forlorn  creature  to  bimfelf,  as  if 
It  had  beev  a  chafte  virgin,  makes  it  the  bride,  the  Lamb's 
wife,  and  £^TS  to  it,  Now,  '<  thy  Maker  is  thin^  Hufl>and,  the 
Lord  of  Hofts  is  his  name,"  &c.  He  takes  away  the  filthy 
rags,  and  clothes  it  with  change  of  raiment,  even  the  white 
linen  of  his  own  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  makes  it  to 
fing  that.fong.  If.  Ixi.  lo.  *M  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
^y  foul  (bnU  be  joyful  in  my  God  \  for  he  hath  clothed  me 

with 
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with  the  garments  of  falvation^  he  hath  covered  me  with  the 
nbt  of  righteoufnefst  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himfelf  with 
ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adometh  herfelf  with  her  jewels ;" 
he  takes  the  burden  of  all  the  debt  it  owed  unto  julticeupon 
himfelf,  and  (lands  between  it  and  all  charges  that  law  and  juf* 
tice  had  againft  it,  enabling  it  to  fay,  **  Who  can  lay  any  thing 
to  my  charge?  it  is  God  that  juftificth,  wlio  is  he  that  condemn 
neth  ?  it  isChrift  that  died,  yea.  rather  that  is  rifen  again,  who 
is  even  at  the  right-hand  uf  God,  who  alfo  maketh  intcrccflion 
for  us :"  be  becomes  an  evcrlafting  father  to  the  poor  creature, 
and  puts  it  among  the  children,  making  it  an  heir  of  God,  and 
a  joint  heir  with  himfelf,  and  fays  to  it,  *<  Wilt  thou  not 
from  this  time  cry  unto  me.  My  Father,"  &c.  He  puts  the 
beauty  of  his  own  holinefs  upon  the  foul,  and  makrs  it  like 
**  the  king's  daughter,  all  glorious  within,"  like  the  embroi* 
denes  of  needle*work ;.  lie  maketli  it  '^  like  the  wings  of  a  dove^ 
covered  with  filver,.  and-  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold  :"  he 
viGts  the  foul  frequently,  and  manifefts  himfelf  to  it,  fo  as 
he  does  not  manifell  himfelf  to  the  world  i  he  waters  it  with 
the  dew  of  his  Spirit,  like  the  vineyard  of  red  wine  :  he 
breathes  on  it  by  his  Spirit,  makes  the  north  and  fouth  wind 
Co  awake,  come  and  blow  oa  it,  whereby  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit,  like  fo  many  fpicce,  are  made  to  fend  forth  a  pleafjnt 
fmell :  he  bears  it  company  through  6re  and  water,  and  never 
leaves  it :  he  makes  the  man  to  dwell  in  the  fccret  of  his  pre- 
fence  and  under  his  fhadow,  and  as  the  mountains  are  round 
I  about  Jerufalem,  fo  his  attributes  pitch  their  tents  on  every 
hand  of  it  for  its  d.  fence  ;  he  plants  a  guard  of  angels  about 
his  bride,  for  her  honour  and  fafcty,  as  a  lifeguard,  Heb.  i.  ult. 
and  in  a  word,  he  *'  keeps  it  by  his  power  through  faith  unto 
falvation ;  makes  goodnefs  and  mercy  to  follow  it  -,"  and  at 
I  laft  divides  Jordan,  and  briiigs  it  home,  under  a  guard  of  angels, 
j  to  the  promifed  land  of  glory,  and  prcfents  it  before  his  Father 
"  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing."  And  upon  a 
review  of  all  this  tuat  he  doth  before  time,  and  in  time,  may  we 
I      not  juftly  cry  out  in  a  ra^^ture  of  admiration.  Lord,  ivhat  is 

man! 
r'  3.  If  we  follow  the  Lord's  way  with  men,  from  an  eternity 
;  palt,  through  time,  to  an  eternity  to  come,  we  (hall  fee  jult 
I  caufe  to  cry,  what  is  man  ^ — But  here  a  vail  lies  between  us 
I  and  that  glory  and  happinefs  lliat  God  has  ordained  and  de- 
figned  for  man  in  the  world  to  come.  And  the  things  ther^ 
ordained  for  man  are  fo  great,  that  '^  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  lave  entered  in  10  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 
ceive, the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love 
him^"  X  Cor.  ii.  9.     What  thinkcft  thou,  believer,  of  being 

**  for 


ifi6  G§id*s  Rf£arJ  u^mwtkitfs  Math 

**  for  eTcm^ith  rlit  Lordt"  snri  of  1iavm|r  •*  places  amoiif^  ^^ 

thir  n^nd  by^''  mmt  UeWldmj^  the  glory  of  God  an<l  op^ 

Lifnli  /  whir  thitikcH  thou  elf  coining  in  pcrfon  Iq  "  Mc:^ 

Zion,  the  city  of  ih«  iivinj;  God»  the  hm^Ciiii  Jcm(ila 

sbovc,  described  Re?,  irt  whole  **  wall  ti  of  jafp«»,  and  4 

city  itfttf  of  pure  gold,  fikr  ui^to  triinrpirciit  gl^t;  where  tbtf 

U  no  need  of  the  Tun  or  fnoofi,*'  or  of  thefe  ordmancti^f  wtfi 

sind  facramcnn,  sind  mliiiftrrBf  becaufe  the  glory  of  the  litft 

doth  Jighten  if^  ^Tid  the  L^unh  U  this  li^ht  thereof?"  wf 

thiiikeii  thou,  beJic^cr^  of  coming  to  the  **  ^iraicril  iflkiubj 

und  church  of  the  fiill  bom,  which  »in?  written  in  hett'tol 

what   tbinkeft    choa  of  jetning   an   "  innumerable  campan 

of  ungcJii,  ai;d  th^  fpiritft  of  juft  n>cn  made  perf^^^*'  w!m 

ling  3  new  fon^^  cryinj^i  "Salvation  to  oi;tT  Cod^  and  lo  th 

iJimb^  for  e^f*r  and  cfcr-"     Rev.  vii^  lO-  "  Wortlif  \\  ik 

liimb^  thnt  was  fliiir,  to  rocriTc  pi>weri  aod  nchth^  and  itfif 

^QXt\y  au4  flrengtbi  ATfd  honour,  ^ndgloryi  ancf  blrflin^i"  wM 

thin)cefl  thou  of  conriii^  to  God  the  judge  of  ali,  3S  thy  God  uM 

Faih^r?  what  ihinkeft  tlioo  of  coming  to  Jrfut  the  Mediator  o 

the  new  covenant ;  and  of  freing  him  uo  **  more  darkly  as  thn: 

9  ^kffit  bur  f^e  to  fitce,  feeing  him  as  be  ij,  and  beboJ<Uo| 

the  glory  tl^t  his  Father  hath  given  him?"   what  tbinkel 

thott  of  iittitig  down  ^t  the  table  that  fhaJl  never  he  drawn 

and  of  rating  and  driiikinj^  with  him,  aiui  the  ranfomcd  tom- 

piny»  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  Matih.  iivL  2y.  **  1  will  m 

drink  htncel^^nh"  i^;ii(i  he^  at  ifie  iniHtotioti  of  tlie  fii|^Tp  bft 

(ore  hedtfd^  '^of  the  fruic  of  the  vifie,  ttnttl  thai  day  when  J 

^irink   \x   new  with  you  in  my  Father's  kingdom/'      Whi 

<lifrnkoft  tiu}ii«f  thde^^^^A^     foenes  of  jgioTy,  wiUonii  F*^ 

4i6KMr^  jttfth;^,  mercy,  grace,  toflioirt,  imd  faUifidndEii»itM 

^id  be  opening  ^throitgh  eternity^  tn  the  immediate  viGosiK 

6od,  and  in^he  works  of  ereatiOB,  |Mroiride»oei  aod  fcdemp 

^itm ;  every  <^o«  of  which  wiU  fiJi  thy  foui  with  a  new.n^ 

tuv«^  wonder  and  praife  i  what  thinfcefl  thoy  <rf  fittiiigitowi 

-vntt^Chrift  vt^briouiy  itpon  his  tfaronei  as  he  alfo  ovocaoM^ 

«nd  h  fet  down  with  bis  FHher«poa  has  throoe  I  i^v^  tjiioli 

eft  thou  of  poflcfling  thefe  thrones  in  glory,  that  became  i» 

turn  by  the  tpoftafy  of  the  angels  that  fell  ?  what  thhikeft  ihos 

^of  ruling  the  tiatioiM  with  axod  of  iron  i  of  binding  tittii 

kings  with  ch^im,  a«id  their  nobles  wkh  fetters  of  iron  ^  yd 

this  honour  litive  all  the  faints,'^  i  On*.  vi«  2.  ^Dofe  M 

know,  tivat  the  faints  fliali  judge  the  worhii"  ver.  3.  *<£iioi 

!ye  not  that  we  {kaW  judge  angels  ?"  what  thinkedthou  of  eal 

iffg  of  the  hidden  manna,  and  the  fruits  iof-  that  tree  wliki 

l^ws-  *'  ill  tbe  tnidft  of  dbe  paradife  of  God :  whidi  beafed 

twdvemannerof  fruits  every  month,  and  whofe  leaves  are  fa 

th. 
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chblttft  thorn  of  oiberiqg 
fi  viik  jof  and  ttiiiiuii»  oa 
^^«cftM»>oCMm  iBMifiint».ibe  hoafe  of  Oiri^ 
I'^.lMibldldcriirf  adDeriiGodrr  thooihalt  be 
[W^totfa<ai,watthefctncfcflflBilMoftb«iMi<»^ 

Mm  tf  Ui-plHMBlt*     Wnt  tM1llBKft.tbMI  of  ImcO*  • 

^iiva  ttMT  imipltor  God»  wlnedionilttllgoao 
m^aihmii^QMifu  uuim,  im  Ffedker's  a«ne»  and 
ir«f  the  dtf  erf  oor  God  vridmooihce  for  cftr? 
WM  dio«  oCbcisigfiDr  ever  freed  and  dclircrad  of  ail 
ffint ooder «Ueh  thou  gnnocft?  of  all  thele  fiery 
mAf  than  art  now  karafled  f  of  aU  thefie  oppreffin^ 
I  chiUengea?  of  all  thefe  iffan»  (orrovt,  and  aSic- 
hkhmale  thee  to  go  thcoogh  the  worlds  with  a  bow^ 
»%odc,  hanging  thy  ^^harp  u|mo  the  wiliowa?^  what 
thonof  thtfe  etein'al  thiogi^.that  ase  (hartUtohei 
(?  nf  an  eternal  God,  anxaeroal  li(Gb».ao  eternal  light* 
eve,  eternal  teft,  eternal  iifion  juid  -fruadooy  eternal 
and  eonfonnitjr  to  the  Lord,  that  are  abidii^  tbee  ? 
inkeft  thoo  of  the  **  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not 
what  thinkeft  thou  of  **  a  kingdom  thu  (ball  never  be 
an  inheritance  that  is  incorrnptible^  and  undcliled^ 
t  £Mlech  not  away  ^'  what  thinkeft  thou  of  having 
iKght  blinbi  of  glory  through  the  vail^  turned  into  an 
lay  of  glory  i  for  there  the  Sua  of  righteoufners  (hall 
t|  never,  never  be  edipfed.  O  Sirs»  all  this«  and  ten 
!,  thoufandf  thoufand  times  more  than  I  can  tell  you, 
red  for  you  on  the  other  fide  oi  death :  and  after  all, 
not  reafon  to  (ing  and  fay,  as  in  thr  teat,  Lord^  wbgi 
iaf  thou  isteft  knowiidgt  rf  him  f  or  nobat  the  Jin  pfman% 
makejt  fucb  account  of  htm  F  .    *. 

loR  fourth  thing  in  the  methotl  was,  io Jhtvfi  That  it  it 
nderful  and Jurpr'tftngy  thai  Gody  the  great  God^  Jbould 
b  a  regard  to  ntan^  that  hefiould  tmki/ucb  knowledge ^  and 
k  great  account  of  himm 

d  not  ftay  upon  this,  after  what  has  been  fiid  ;  only 
r  words,  (i.)  'Tis  furprifing,  if  wc  conHder  GodV 
and  amazing  ftrcatnefs  and  glory.  Oh  I  who  can 
fpeak  of  him  in  a  fuitable  manner  ?  He  diat  ihews 
egard  to  man,  is  **  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inha- 
nity,  and  dwells  in  the  hi$^h  and  hdy  place,  to  which 
can  approach  :  he  that  dwelia  in  light  that  ts  inaccef- 
d  fall  of  glory."  He  wJiofe  **  chrone  is  high  and  lifted 
ve  alt  the  thrones 0f  heaven  and  earth:  He  b^rfore  whom 

aogrU 
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angels  and  archangels  are  (landing,  with  their  ''  faces  and  thei^ 
feet  covered  with  their  win?s/'  cryingy^'  H0I7,  holy^  holy  is  the 
Lord  God  of  hofts  :**  he  who  *<  (bretched  out  the  hea?enSf  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth :''  he  who  ''  weighs  the  mouo- 
tains  in  fcaleSf  and  the  hills  in  a  balance,  takes  up  the  waters 
of  the  ocean  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand^  and  doth  whatfoever 
he  nleafeth  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth."  O !  is  it  not  furprifing  and  wonderful^ 
that  this  great  and  intinite  Jehovah^  who  hath  all  being,  lifCf 
light,  giory,  and  perfedion,  inherent.in  himfelf,  and  ftood  ia 
no  need  of  man  nor  angels,  that  he  Oiould  take  fuch  know- : 
ledge  of  man,  or  the  fon  of  man  \     Lord,  What  is  man  i 

(2.)  It  is  furprifing,  if  we  conGdcr  what  man  is,  what  a  poor 
inconfiderable,  contemptible  creature  he  is,  both  as  a  creature, 
and  as  a  Gnner,  of  which  I  fpake  in  the  entry  upon  the  firft 
head,  in  anfwer  to  that  qucAion,  What  is  man  f  &c. 

(3.)  It  is  furprifing  and  wonderful,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  con- 
ceived or  expreffed,  it  runs  beyond  all  thought  and  all  words  s. 
**  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,"  of  the  kindnefe  and  conde- 
fcenfion  of  God  to  man :  fo  much  is  clearly  imported  in  the 
pfalmi(l't>*  way  of  fpeaking.  of  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  the 
text}  Lord^  nvhat  it  man,  that  thou  iahfi  knowledge  of  him  ^ 
Henoe  are  thefe  or  the  like  exprefiions  of  wonder  and  amaze- 
'  ment,  <<  How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindnefs,  O  God !  How 
great  is  thy  goodnefs  which  thou  haft  laid  up  for  them  that 
fear  thee  r  Oh  the  heightlh  the  depth,  and  breadth,  and 
length,  of  the  love  of  God.  which  paiieth  knowledge  P'  Thefe 
expreffions,  they  arc  jufl  a  pofing  and  putting  our  finite  minds 
to  an  eternal  ftand :  and  ther(?fore  we  mult  itop,  for  what  can 
wt  fiy  more  ? 

V.  i  he  fifth  thing  was  the  Application.  And  becaufe  I 
have  been  alj  along  pradtical  m  the  dodrinal  part,  therefore  I 
fh^ll  conclude  with  a  few  inferences. 

I//,  See  hence  the  folly  of  all  fuch  as  are  taken  up  in  ad- 
miring any  created  excellency,  either  to  be  found  in  them^ 
fc»ves,  or  others  of  the  human  race,  without  running  up  to  the 
fountain  head,  an  infinite  God,  from  whom  all  being,  beauty^ 
glory,  and  excellency  doth  dow.  The  fpirit  of  God  fptaks  of 
it  as  a  piece  of  biutith  folly,  for  man  to  look  at  the  creature, 
withou'  tracing  it  and  all  its  excellency  to  God,  as  its  on* 
gitial  :  Pf '1.  xciv.  8.  "  Underitand^  ye  brutifh  among 
the  people  *,  and,  ye  fools,  when  wiil  ye  be  uil'e  ?  he  that 
pl.:.ied  the  e«ir,  ihall  he  not  hear  ?  he  th«u  formed  the 
ey-j  fhall  he  not  fee  ?"  ver.  10.  •*  He  that  teachcth  man 
knowledge,"  fhal!  not  he  know  ?    Thefc  arc  queflions  that 

may 
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may  cohfdund  all  the  athciftical  foqis  in  the  world,  wlio  fay  • 
in  their  hearts  or  pradlice,  *^  There  it>  lio  god  ;"  and  at  the 
fame  time  di (cover  to  us,  that  nnau  is  but  a  poor  dependent 
creature,  dcrii(ing  all  his  powers  in  fo^i  and  body  from  an  in-^' 
finite  God :  hence  is  that  challenge,  If  ii.  at  the  clofc,  ^<  Ceafe 
ye  fit>m  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  nollrils ;  for  wherein  is 
he  to.be  accbunted  of?"  This  challenge,  together  with  the' 
words  in  ipy  ceit,  are  enough  to  itain  the  pride  of  all  gloriatioa 
in  man  ;  Lard^  what  is  many  for  whertin  is  be  to  be  accounted  of  ^ 
EfpeciaJly  when  balanced  with  the  excellency  of  his  glorious 
Creator,  he  jufl  evani(hes  into  nothing.  You  heard  upon  the 
firft  head  of  doArine,  what  man  i&  in  general  ^  as  a  creature 
and  as  a  (inner.  Now  let  us  take  a  view  of  .him  in  his  be(L 
excellencies  and  qualificationsi  and  fee  what  they  will  amount 
to  in  God's  reckoning,  or  compared  with  £he  infinite  excel- 
lency of  his  infinite  Creator  ?  What  account  is  to  be  made 
of  his  being  before  God  ?  why,  he  is  not^  Iqt  'tis  God  only 
whofe  name  is,  1  AM.  What  account  is  to  be  made  of  maa 
in  his  pedigree,  which  fome,  like  the  princes  of  Zoan,  boalt 
of  ?  why,  he  is  the  •*  degenerate  plant  of  a  (Irange  vine.'* 
What  account  is  to  be  made  of  his  riches  ?  why,  thefe  take 
the  wings  of  the  mornings  and  fly  away,  and  cannot  *<  profit 
man  in  the  day  of  wrath."  What  account  is  to  be  made  of 
his  honours  ?  they  cannot  "  dcfcend  to  the  grave  after  him.** 
What  account  is  to  be  made  of  all  his  projtt\s  and  fchemes  ? 
why,  that  day  "  his  breath  departs,  his  thoughts  peri(h,"  and 
are  all  difconcerted  and  daihcd  in  pieces.  What  account  id 
to  be  made  of  his  beauty  ?  it  is  quickly  turned  into  rottennefa 
and  deformity.  The  wil'dom  oi  man  before  God  is  but  folly ^ 
his  knowledge  fpecious  ignorance,  his  Itrcngth  and  power  is 
but  impotency.  What  is  his  life  in  the  world,  but  a  vapour 
which  (he  wind  of  fickncfs  and  death  blows  away,  out  of  timo 
into  eternity  ?  upon  the  whole,  then,  may  we  not  well  cry, 
Lcrd^  what  is  man^  and  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  off  Let. 
us  ceafe  from  truiting  ifi  man;  for  *'  curfed  is  the  man,  that 
truiteth  in  man,  and  maketli  ilefh  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  dc- 
parceth  from  the  Lpid  :  but  bleiTcd  is  the  man,  that  trulleth 
in  the  Lord,  and  whofe  hope  the  Lord  ifi,"  Jcr.  xvii.  5.  6. 

22//)',  See  hence  the  horrid  ingratitude  of  tinners,  in  waging 
war  againd  that  God,  who  is  fo  good  and  fo  kind  unto  man.  Oh[ 
what  tongue  can  exprcfs,  or  what  heart  can  conceive,  the 
monlirous  ingratitude  oi  dnncrs,  in  rejcding  his  laws,  tramr 
pling  on  his  authority,  affronting  him  cvciy  day  to  his  face  i 
^lay  noc  the  Lord  iay  to  us,  "  Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord, 
Oh  yc  fooliih  and  unwifc  ?  Oh  my  people,  what  have  1  done 
unto  thee  ?  and  wherein  have  1  wearied  thee  ?  teftify  agaififf       j 
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X0»\  watt  I  ever  a  bMten  wtUenie6i>  ot>  liad  of  diikBd 
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t^  S€e  hetice  the  irafjf  iHd  ttlcdibd  tlM  God  oAet:! 
'  ferilGMcn  to  fepciitancc :  why,  he  j^h  puifoet  dwsn  tii 
hh  Bndiiefii,  ftttd  draws  them  «<  #kb  «^MKdt  of  »  bmnh  ^ 


bMdi  of  \mt  \  know«ft  thoo  nat^  O  num^  tluft'ibe  gbodnefr i 
6oid  leadeth  ihet  to  repentance  ?'*  Tke  firft  tinog  that  bM 
and  thaw!  the  heart  dt  a  finncr,  ia  a  kindly  wayi  it  n  i| 
tiddng  of  the  \sft  a^d  Mndneis  of  God  to  man,  cfpcciai^ 
it^enei  tfaioog;h  the  deatfi  and  blood  of  Chrift,  in  the  « 
paMhm  of  fiA,  and  acceptance  through  Chrift.  Wheneford 
flNil  cornea  to  fee^at  love,  that  fracfe,  dut  mercy  andbowal 
that  if  Im  been  fpiirntnfr  agatnfti  it  begins  to  fmite  moa  4 
thM,  witU  Kphraim,  faTing,  "  What  have  I  don^  r  ai 
wim  JMiA^  **  Againft  tlieci.  thee  only,  have  I  finned,  «i 
dMe  tMs  evil  in  thy  fight."  And  it  ta  this  that  sninencea  a! 
tWifaig  of  the  flnil  from  Gn  unto  God,  with  foil  put^e  ai 
oodeavour  after  new  obedience;  faying,  with  Job,  *•  Th 
^ich  I  fee  not,,  teach  thou  me,  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  w 
do  no  more  :"'  the  foul  is  juft  killed  and  melted  with  a  fcf 
and  uptakinft  of  the  love  of  God. 

AtUyi  Ib  God  (o  good  and  fo  kind  to  vnnrra  man  ?  then  i 
hence,  what  a  reafenable  command  the  fird  command  of  t 
law  ia,  **  Thou  (halt  have  no  other  gods  before  n>e  :*'  that 
*  Thou  flialt  know  and  acknowledge  me  as  God,  and  as  t 
God,  and  (halt  worfhip  and  glorify  me  accordingly/  Q 
fiall.we  give  any  thing,  any  creature,  any  lud,  any  idol,  tl 
soom  in  our  hearts,  that  is  due  unto  fuch  a  kind  Lord  ?  fli 
we  not  ftiy  with  Ephraim,  "  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  w 
idols  i  O  Lord,  our  God,  other  lords  befides  thee  have  had  c 
aitnion  over  us,  but  by  thee  only  will  we  make  mention 
lliy  name.  All  people  will  walk  in  the  name  of  their  Go 
and  we  alfo  will  walk  up  and  down  in  the  name  of  the  Lc 
.  ear  God.  Whom  have  nve  in  the  heavens  but  hhn  ?  and  th< 
Airil  be  none  in  all  the  earth  whom  m?e  defire  befrdes  him  P" 
$it^  See  hence  the  criminal  nature  of  the  fin  of  unbeli 
tllnch  is  a  faying  upon  the  matter,  God  is  not  to  be  trufti 
notwithftanding  all  his  kindneflcs,  pity,  and  love  to  man.  \ 
calla  him  a  liar :  and  Uys  there  is  no  good  to  be  got  at ! 
hand ;  that  he  is  tf  i>ard  mafter,  and  his  words  are  no  indi 
tfons  of  his  mind:  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  turns  us  away  fn 
the  living  God  :  why,  what  way  doth  it  this  ?  it  juft  a 
the  part  of  the  falfe  fpies  that  went  up  to  Canaan,  and  brii 
4>p  an  ill  report  of  a  good  God,  of  a  true  and  faithful  God  : 
lays  **Hts  mercy  is  clean  gone,  he  will  be  favourable  no  mo 
bit  promife  fails  for  evermore  :"  and  as  Ifracl  turned  back 

Eg, 
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!|ypt»  Wbeii  ibej  heard  the  ill  report  that  the  falfe  fpies 
tna^tU  of  Caaaaiift  fo  the  foul,  when  it  hears  the  ill  reporr» 
bt  nntcliff  brings  bo  of  God,  the  heart  turns  awaj  from  him. 
ISmti  take  heed  ot  ,aa  eril  heart  of  unbcliefi  efpeciallj  af- 
or  dnt  yoa  have  been  at  a  coronHinipa  table.  There  is  no* 
hiv  that  tfae^cnl  more  cherifliea  and  fofters  folk  in,  than 
iJOieir  unbdief ;  this  was  the  waj  that  he  ruined  man  at  6rlt ; 
16  made  oar  firft  parents,  firft  to  conceire  harffi  thoughts  of 
hiC  good  God  who  had  been  (0  kind  to  them,  and  then 
[nidof  he  ruins  them  ;  and  this  is  the  Tcry  way  that  he  (lUI  oqcs 
a  mk  with  his  pofterity ;  he  tells  you,  that  whatever  God 
Bi  done  in  fending  lus  Son,  whatever  he  has  faid  in  his  word, 
rittlcver  esperience  of  his  love  jou  have  met  with,  yet  you 
nve  no  groond  upon  which  to  trufthim,  his  promi&  fails,  he 
AS  fotlaken  and  forgotten.  If  he  once  brings  you  this  length, 
Ibow  not  how  far  God*  may  be  provoked  to  give  you  up  to 
he  will  of  the  roaring  lion. 

6iifyfla  God  fo  kind  to  man  ?  worm,  worthlefs  inan  ?  Is 
k  regard  that  he  Qiews  to  us  fo  furprifing  and  wonderful  ? 
len  let  us  difcorer  a. regard  to  him,  and  to  every  thing  that 
ckmgs  to  him. 

I  ihail  inftance  in  a  few  particulars,  wherein  we  are  to  dif- 
>ver  our  regard  to  him  and  for  him. 

1.  Lee  us  regard  him  even  in  the  works  of  nature*,  the 
orks  of  creation  in  heaven  above,  and  in  the  earth  below, 
his  is  a  large  volume,  opened  and  fpread  out  before  all  man- 
nd :  it  was  a  book  in  which  David  was  frequently  reading, 
id  he  took  great  plcafurc  to  fee  God  there,  **  O  Lord  my 
vod,  how  great  and  manifold  arc  thy  works  ?  In  wifdom 
aft  thou  made  them  all."  The  whole  xo4ch  pfalm  is  a  le£lure 
pon  the  works  of  creation,  and  the  order  God  has  eftabliftied 
mong  the  creatures.  See  alfo  p{alm  8th  beginning,  and 
falm  19th  beginning,  &c«        " 

2.  Let  us  regard  him  in  his  worts  tf  providence,  in  the  go- 
ernment  of  the  world,  and  in  the  government  of  his  churchy 
hrough  all  periods  of  time  ;  and  lee  us  regard  him  in  all  the 
ifpenfations  of  his  providence  towards  the  hnd  we  live  in,  and 
a  our  families  and  ourfelves  in  particuLir,  Pfal.  cvii.  at  the 
lofe,  "  Whofo  ii  wife,  and  will  obfcrve  thefc  things,  even 
hey  (hall  underftand  the  loving-kindncfs  of  the  Lord."  When 
le  IS  trylting  us  with  favourable  difpenfations,  let  us  obferve 
his  with  praife :  and  when  he  is  trylting  us  with  affli£ling  dif- 
icnfations,  let  us  humble  ourfelves  under  his  mighty  hand, 
hat  he  may  lift  us  up,  &c.  Pfal.  xxviii.  5.  "  Becaufe  they  re- 
ard  not  the  works  ot  the  Lord,  nor  the  operation  of  his  hands, 
-  fliall  deftroy  them,  and  not  build  them  up." 

3.  Let 
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fervantSf  who  a£l  for  their  great  Mafter ;  and  faithfolly  declare 
his  mind,  and  contend  for  his  caufe  in  a  day  of  defe^xoa  aod 
backflidingy  efpecially  any  that  he  has  fet>  as  it  were,  in  the 
front  of  the  battle,  to  bear  the  (hock  of  the  enemy ;  they  have 
many  againft  them,  and  therefore  they  need  your  fympathy 
and  countenance,  who  ^*  lo^it  the  Lord.^  A  kiadiy  word  or 
look  from  a  member  of  Chrift  will  do  more  fenrice  to  a  mi- 
fiiiler  of  Chrifl  than  folk  are  aware  of  ^  Paul,  in  his  bonds, 
wasrefrelhed  and  comforted  with  the  fympathy  of  belierers. 
13.  Shew  a  regard  to  him,  by  efpoufing  his  caufe,  the  in* 
tereft  of  his  houfe  and  kingdom.  Sirs,  the  caufe  of  Chrift  is 
upon  the  field  at  this  day  ;  the  covenanted  ilandard  of  Scot- 
land is  difplajed,  in  oppofition  to  that  courfe  of  defe^Uoa 
which  the  whole  land  is  gone  into,  and  which  the  judicatories 
of  the  eftablilhed  church  are  carrying  on»  wich  might  amd 
main.  The  cry  is  given,  *'  Who  is  on  the  Lord's  fide  ?^  let 
them  "  come  up  (o  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the 
Ix)rd  againft  the  mighty.^  Some,  both  minifters  and  Chrif« 
tians,  profefs  friendihip  unto  the  caufe  of  Chrid,  his  cove- 
nanted doArine,  ^difcipline,  worfhip,.  and  gorernment;  bbt 
they  love  to  dwell  at  eafe,  and,  like  Iflachar,  to  couch  undcgr 
the  burden  :  but  I  have  little  (kill  if  that  be  the  Lonfs 
way,  and  the  jLord's  call,  when  ocbcxs  are  jeoparding  them- 
felves  *^  in  the  high  places  of  the  field,"  for  the  caufe  and 
teftimonv  of  Jefus.  I  may  fay  to  fuch,  be  who  they  will,  as 
the  propnet  faid  to  Ifraelj  in  a  day  of  defed^ion  from  the  Lord, 
<*  How  long  halt  ye  between  two  opinions  i  If  Baal  be  God^ 
ferve  him,  and  if  Jehovah  be  God,"  then  ferve  and  follow 

,  him.  If  the  judicatories  of  the  church  be  fighting  the  caufe 
of  Chrift,  and  building  the  Lord's  houfe,  then  cleave  tp  them, 
and  good  reafon  :  but  xi  they  be  building  Jericho,  inftead  of 
Jeruialem  ;  if  they  be  pulling  down  the  work  of  God,  inftead 
of  building  it  up ;  if  the  ark  of  God,  his  covenanted  caufe 
and  reftimony,  be  carried  without  the  camp,  it  is  time  to  foU 
low  it }  let  **  us  go  out  therefore  unto  him  without  the  camp, 
bearing  his  reproach."  And  if  folk  fliift  following  Chrift,  his 
caufe  and  fworn  teftimony,  efpecially  when  it  is  efpoufed  by 
a  handful  upon  all  hazards,  they  need  to  confider  upon  it  in 
time,  left  that  fentcnce  go  againft  them  ;  "  Curfe  ye  Meroz, 
curfe  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof,  becaufe  they  came  not 
to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lorci  againft  the 
mighty."     Chrift  and  his  caufe  will  carry  the  day  without 

(ou^  but  take  heed  that  he  don't  refcnt  it,  ere  all  be  done; 
is  frowns  and  dow.n-looks  are  heavier  than  the  frowns  of 
all  the  men  on  earth,  or  ai'gels  in  heaven,  or  devils  in  bell. 

ACTION 
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ACTION      SERMON. 


THE  HUMAN  NATURE  PREFERRED  UNTO  THE  AK- 
GEUCAL. 

He0.  u.  15.— /or  verily  ht  took  n6t  on  him  the  natur§  ^f  an- 
pis  J  but  it  took  on  Mm  %he  fttd  of  Abraham. 

THE  ipo(Ue»  wr.  la  had  fpoken  of.Chrift  as  the  Capuin  of 
our  (alvation :  he  fhews,  rer.  14.  and  1 5.  how,  accord- 
iog  to  ihe  Srft  pfomife.  Gen.  iiL  15.  he  Bad  taken  the  fieUy 
attd  bniifed  the  head  of  the  old  ferpeni ;  why,  fays  he,  ver. 
V.  14.  ^  He  took  part  of  the  children's  ficfli,  that  through 
death  be  might  deftroy  him  thsvt  had  the  power  of  death,*  &c. 
The  legal  power  of  death  feU,  by  virtue  of  the  fentcnce  of 
a  broken  law^  into  the  hand  of  the  deyil,  as  God's  execution* 
er ;  and  it  had  continued  there,  Unkfs  law  and  juftice  had 
been  fatisfied  by  the  death  of  the  Surety;  but  Chrift,  ^< through 
death,  deftroyed  him  tlidt  had  the  power  of  death  ;*'  t.  r.  he 
&pped  the  foundation  of  his  aiitlK)rity  and  power,  by  his  Juf- 
tice* fatisfying  blood :  he,  as  it  were,  wrung  the  keys  of  hell 
and  death  out  of  the  devil's  hand,  upon  Mount  Calvary,  and 
fo  **  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers^  and  made  a  (hew  of 
Aem  openly.**  The  ufe  that  we,  law^condemned  fmners,  arc 
to  make  of  this,  is  (ver.  15.)  to  pull  up  our  finking  fpirits, 
and  triumph  over  death  as  a  conquered  and  flain  enemy,  fay- 
ing, *•  O  death,  where  is  thy  ftinjr  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
viaory  ?"  for  he  did  all  this  •*  to  deliver  them,  who,  through, 
fear  of  death,  were  all  their  lifetime  fubjeft  to  bondage.'' 
Now  the  apoflle,  in  the  >yords  of  my  reading,  gives  a  good 
xtalbn  why  Chrift,  as  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  deftroyed 
death,  •*  and  him  that  had  the  power  of  it,"  and  delivery 
poor  men  from  the  fting  and  fear  of  it.  Why,  fays  he,  he  is 
our  kinfman,  unto  whom  the  right  of  redemption  did  belong  ; 
farviriij  he  took  mt  on  him  ihe  nature  of  aw  gels  ^  &c. 

Where  we  have,  firft^  a  negation  or  denial  of  a  great  dig- 
nity unto  the  angelical  nature ;  h-z  took  mt  on  him  the  riatare  of 
ongelsy  or,  as  it  reads  in  the  margin,  he  tetketh  rot  hold  of  an* 
geh :  when  an  innumcr«b!e  company  of  them  fell  from  the 
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ilate  wherein  they  were  created,  he  took  not  hold  of  tliext  i 
tore,  to  recover, them  from  woe  and  mifery  \  it  isplaialy  f 
iwfedt  that  they  were  not  the  objedls  of  hb  love»  and  & 
fore  he  did  not  become  a  Grod-an|pel,  m  he .  becanie  m 


In  the  words  following,  we  hzYe^ficondlf,  an  affirmation  i 
this  honour  to  the  human  nature*  which  he  denied  to  the  ai 
geKcal  i  ti  to^  §n''Mm  thefiid^  hf  JtroAamt  in  the  mifgSii 
tie/nd  of  Abraham  hi  iahitb  l/dU^  L  e.  he  jobed  the  ho 
nature,  in  the  feed  of  Abraham,  to  himfelf,  in  a  perl 
unipn,  that  (b,  being  our  Einfman,  he  might  becom^  our  I 
detmet  and  our  Hulband.    Ilie  at>o(Ue,  ilrlie£fae  i»'  wtid^ 
to  the  G;datia9ti...who\.y,ere  Genti!e6,«  tcll9^thctn,  QaL  ivJ 
Tha^  he  was  *'  made  of  a  woman/'  according  to  tne  firft  pT 
mife.  Gen.  iii,  ij.  but  when  he  writes  to  the  Hebrew^:! 
fipeaks kfk  the  ftyte^f  tb^ po^Aife  made  lo^jnhiuq^  ^i 
Used  Oull  aU  the  nations  of.  the  earUi  \^  blefled  ^''  1^  I 
them,  that  actording  to  that  ptomifd,  he  tools  on  hidi  tlefi^ 
•f  Abraham^  that  fo  .^ey  might  be  encouraged  to  believe  % 
him ;  for  minifters,  in  prtkcbing.Clirift,,  are  to  bring  the  fiifj 
ner  and  the  Saviour  as  near  to -ode  another  as  poflible*-: 

*Ihirdlyt  In  the  words  we  have  a  ttrong  aflcvcration^  Ihev^ 
ing  the  cert;iinty.  and  inipprtance  of  this  matter,  that  beuJk 
noi  on  him  the  naturt  ^f  angels^  bu$  tbe  j'ttfd  of  Abraham :  F#»- 
rilp  fays  he»  it  i.s  fo  \  it  ^"  is  a. faithful  faying,  and  worthy  oC 
all  acceptation ;"  and  therefore,  Jpt  all  thie  feed  of  Ifrad,  or* 
Abraham,  believe  it,  and  fet  to  their  C&al  of  faith  to  it. 

Observ.  '^  That  it  is  a  truth,  of  the  greatcft  certaiinty  and 
moment,  that  the  Son  of  God,  w(ieu  he  pafled  by  the  na- 
ture of  angels,  took  on  him  the  human  nature^  in  the  icedlif 
or  family,  of  Abraham." 

The  dodrine  is  clearly  founded  upon  the  words,  F^verih 
he  took  not  on  him  tbe  nature  of  angeU^  hut  be  took  en  him  tti 
feed  of  Abraham, 

In  difcourdng  the  do£trine  a  little,  I  fliall,  through  divioc 
aflKlauce,  make  it  evident, 

L  That  the  Son  of  God  took  not  on  htm  the  uat\ire  of  an 

IL  Make  it  appear,. tl>at  lie  hath  taken  unto  him  the  humtt 
nature,  and  is  become  one  of  our  tribe  and  family. 

111.  Shew  what  may  be  imported  in  his  taking  on  him  tb 
faj  of  Atrahamy  or  his  taking  hold  of  it,  as  in  the  margin, 
i  IV 
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'  tft,  Slew  what  is  the  iaajpoitance  of  this  truth  implied  iti 
ike  ileveration  verilj. 
•  V.  Applj. 
I  (hall  endeavour  brevity  on  thefe  heads* 

.  L  The  firft  thing  is,  td  make  it  evident,  that  ChriRy  the 
Son  o£  God,  took  not  an  Aim  the  nature  of  angeli. 

Of  all  created  beings,  anpls  are  the  moft  excellent,  they 
kfaig  pure  iTrimatcrial  fpirita,  approaching  neareft  to  the  na- 
me of  God,  Who  is  the  ifffinke,  eternal,  and  uncreated  Spi- 
ik,  Pfal.  ciT.  4.  -^  He  maketh  his, angels  fpirits,  his  miniftcrs 
^  I  faming  fire  ;"  and  yet  when  they  fell  from  their  firft  ftate, 
■1  fi>  needed  a  Saviour  as  much  as  fallen  man,  yet  the  apoftie 
kre  telb  us,  with  a  veriiyf  that  H  toot  not  on  their  nature,  or 
U  not  fotcb  hold  ^them,  to  fave  them  from  ruin.  This  is 
diar  and  evident  from  the  terms  in  which  the  firft  promife  is 
itteKd,  Gen.  iiL  15.  where»  at  the  fame  time  that  the  re- 
flfidy  and  relief  is  promifed  to'  fallen  man,  vengeance  and 
vmdi  is  denounced  againft  Satan,  ^*  It  Ihall  bruife  thy  head,'* 
i^  the  Lord  to  Satan,  viz.  the  **  feed  of  the  woman."  Thi$ 
is  upon  the  matter  repeated,  If.  Ixiii.  4.  *'  The  day  of  ven- 
geance is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is 
come;"  as  if  he  had  faid,  *  The  old  quarrel  with  Satan,  the 
enemy  of  man's  falvation;  is  (lill  in  mine  heart,  I  am  to  cxe- 
cvte  vengeance  upon  him  when  I  come  in  the  fl  .(h,  to  redeem 
my  people  from  his  flavery  and  bondage.'  And  accordingly, 
vrc  are  toldj  Col.  ii,  15.  That  he  "  fpoited  principalities  and 
powers,"  ami  triumphed  over  them  in  his  crofs.  iLttrnal  war 
is  proclaimed  from  heaven  againft  the  fallen  angels:  hence 
wc  arc  told,  Jude  6.  **  The  angels  which  kept  not  their  firlt 
cftate,  he  hath  refervcd  in  everlafting  chains  under  darkneft, 
linto  the  judgement  of  the  great  day.*'  From  all  which  it  \j 
dear,  that  he  is  fo  far  front  Oiowing  fuch  a  regard  to  the  fallca 
angels,  as  to  take  their  nature  upon  him,  that  he  hath  takeii 
np,  and  will  purfue  an  evcrlalling  quarrel  againft  them.  And 
I  make  no  doubt  but  it  fills  thofe  evil  fpirits  with  horror  and 
torment,  to  hear  thefe  tidings  told  in  this  aflcmbly,  where  we 
arc  met  together  to  commemorate  the  love  of  Cod,  in  takin«; 
on  the  human  nature,  and  giving  it  a  facrificc  for  the  fin  ot 
man. 

I  know  fome  divines  pretend  to  afTign  fome  reafons,  why 
God  pafied  by  the  nature  of  angels,  when  he  took  on  him  the 
human  nature  :  but  feeing  the  Spirit  of  God  is  iilent  as  to  this 
matter,  it  is  fafcft  for  us  to  refoUc  it  into  the  will  of  that  fo- 
vereign  Lord,  **  who  doth  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  ami 
amorigft  the  ir.habitants  of  the  earth,"  what  plcafcth  him ; 
Vol.  III.  7.  ji^nl 


i^B       ThHwwan  Nature  pfg/itreJ  mm  ibJilgiSlfoi^ 

and  to  hf  wiih  Chrift,  Mattk  xi.  16.  J'.Evcit  fo«  O  Fuhitt 
for  h  it  hath  pleated  thee."    And  therefoie  I  proecfd  m  . 

ir#  Tht^  JiiT^ J  ihing  pTopofcd,  which  was,  to  prove,  tliat>^ 
gloTtcus  Son  of  God  J  who  thmks  it  not  **  robbery  to  be  cqo 
with  G«d»''  hfttli  indeed  taken  upon  him  the  huxnaa  mil 
alihough  he  hath  pafTed  by  the  tiatiire  of  aiigels^ 

Sirs,  we  need  all,  much  ta  Im  eftabliflied  in  the  f^ich 
this  glorious  and  fuindameiitil  mith*     A  fl«w  in  our  faith 
WL'thia,  makes  the  whole  building  totter  t  and  I  am  afraid 
tlut  they  who  think  it  an  eafy  matter  b>  bdiere  it»  never  yj^ 
fftw  the  in  finite  dlftance  between  the  nature  of  God  and  * 
nature  of  man  (  for«  without  controrer fy^  this  is  a  gre^t  my^ 
tcry,  "  God  made  manifeft  in  the  fleOi/^    Add  the  truth  \ 
certainty  of  it  may  be  cleared  and  cotifirmedi 

1^,  From  fcripture  prophecy  conceming  him,  Ffah  ii3 
where  he  fpeaks  of  his  bands  and  his  feet  being  pierced; 
of  his  bein^  caft  upon  his  Father's  care  from  the  womb : 
Thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  my  mother's  belly.     So,  ir< 
liii.  through   ihc  whole,   the  prophet   fpeaks  of   his   bcif^ 
wounded  and  brmfed  for  our  iniquitieSj  of  his  death  aad  ran 
furreftioHy  which  aH  plainly  fuppofe  his  taking  on  our  natoie*  i 

2dlyf  Scripture  hiftory  makes  it  erident,  that  he  to<&  aA 
him  our  nature  in  the  feed  of  Abraham,  particularly  his  gc« 
nealogy,  Matth  i.  and  Luke  iit.  Yea,  die  whole  hiftory  of 
the  four  evangeliils  concerning  his  birth,  life^  deaths  refnr- 
reAion,-  and  afcenfion,  in  our  nature,  into  heaven,  proTC,  that 
veri/y  if  toik  [en  lim  the  feed  ofMraham  •  how  could  his  bands 
and  his  feet  be  pierced  with  nails,  and  his  (ide  with  a  fpear  ? 
how  could  blood  and  water  ifTue  forth  at  the  wound  ?  if  he 
had  not  verily  taken  on  him  the  fetd  of  Abraham. 

^diy^  This  is  clear  from  plain  fcripture  teilimony.  I  only 
mention  thefe  two  or  three :  The  teftimony  of  the  apoftic 
here,  in  the  14th  verfe  of  this  chapter:  *^  Forafmuch  then 
as  the  children  are  partakers  of  fleOi  and  blood,  he  alfo  him- 
felf  iikewife  took  part  of  the  fame,  Rom.  i.  3,  "  Jcfus  Chrift» 
who  was  made  of  the  feed  of  David,  according  to  the  flc(b.'* 
Rom.  ix.  J.  "Of  whom,  as  concerning  the  flc(h,  Chriftcame, 
who  is  over  all  God  blefled  for  ever."  John  i.  14.  "  The  Word 
was  made  flefli,  and  dwelt  among  us,"  &c. 

4/^/jr,  Take  the  teilimony  of  angels  unto  this  great  truth  : 
the  angel  Gabriel  atteils  it,  when  he  faid  to  the  virgin  Mary, 
Luke  i.  30. — 32.  "  Fear  not,  Mary,  for  thou  haft  found  fa- 
vour with  God  :  and  behold,  thou  (Ivalt  conceive  in  thy  womb, 
and  bring  forth  a  fon,  and  (halt  call  his  name  Jefus  ;  he  (hall 
be  great,  and  (hall  be  called  the  Soa  of  the  Highcft/'    So  in 
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lie  id  chapter.  loth  rakf  the  angels  ^ell  tht  (hcpherdf, 
*  We  bring  you  good  cidinga  of  ^rcat  joy;  for  unto  you 
s  boiBy  in  tbe  city  of  Da?id»  a  SaYiowr»  which  is  Chrift  the 
Lafd.- 

pUf9  He  goea  yet  higher,  and  gnres  yon  the  teftimony  of 
fca  "  chsee  that  bear  record  tn  hcaTcn,  the  Father,  the  Word, 
■id  the  Spirit."  The  Father  attefts  it  by  preparing  a  body  for 
Vm$    The  Son  attefts  it  by  putting  it  on ;  biicokon  him  the 

SrfAkrmbami  he  wore  it  on  eardi  for. about  33  years,  and 
ahcocrhaa  carried  it  away  to  heaven  with  him,  and  from 
dedarea  the  truth  of  his  incarnation  and  death,  fay« 
^  I  am  he  that  lireth  and  was  dead,  and  behold  I  am 
bm  evermore,  and  have  the  keys  of  bell  and  of  death/' 
leibJ.  i4.  The  Holy  Ghoft  attafts  it,  by  his  forming  the 
h»aa  natnre  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin,  by  his.  oveWha- 
lairing  power.  But  I  do  not  inG(t  The  titles  that  are  every 
Acre  given  him  ftom  his  huinan  nature,  make  this  cvi- 
fait:  beiacalled  a  Man,  and  the  Son  of  man,  a  title  in  which 
be  Umfelf  delights,  and  repeats  every  now  and  then  ;  he  is 
mailed  frequently  the  feed  of  the  woman,  the  feed  of  Abra* 
ksniy  the  feed  of  David,  a  branch  that  fprung  out  of  tlie  root 
)f  Jeflc.  From  all  which  vre  may  conclude,  with  the  apoftle, 
n  the  words  of  my  text,  that  viriiy  he  took  gn  htm  thi.feed  of 
^trabam* 

lU.  The  third  thing  was,  wliat  may  be  imported  in  the 
xpreiEon  of  the  text,  of  his  taking  en  him  the  feed  of  Ahra^ 

I  cannot  enlarge  upon  fuch  a  fubje£t ;  only  it  imports, 

1/?,  That  the  human  nature  was  upon  the  point  of  perilling 
rith  the  fallen  angdsi  till  Chriit  took  hold  of  it. 

ad/y,  It  implies  his  pre-exillencei  as  God,  unto  his  a£lual 
ncamation,  whereby  the  Socinian  error  falls,  who  alTert,  that 
ic  had  no  being  till  he  was  born  of  the  virgin  ;  for  if  fo,  how 
ottld  he  tdkc  to  him  the  human  nature  ?  Sirs,  let  Arians 
ind  Socinians  be  for  ever  confounded  :  for  our  Inimanuel  was 
3od,  co-equal  with  his  Father,  from  eternity  1  and,  in  the 
uloefs  of  time,  fevcnteen  hundred  and  forty-two  years  ago, 
ras  *'  made  of  a  woman  :  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
•nd  the  Word  was  M'ifh  God,  and  the  Word  was  God." 

2d/jf  It  implies  the  verity  and  reality  of  his  incarnation,  of 
vhicli  i  fpoke  already.  His  human  nature  was  no  phantom, 
»r  appearance,  but  the  real  human  nature,  and  the  whole  na- 
ure  of  man,  confifting  of  a  true  body  and  reafonable  foul ; 
or,  fays  the  apoftle,  be  verily  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abrmham. 
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4tblyf  The  expreffion  implies,  that  it  was  a  voluntary  deed; 
he  took  en  him ;  as  a  man  puts  on  his  clothes  with  his  own 
handsy  fo  the  Son  of  GodMluntanly  ^ut  on  the  human  na- 
ture \  ▼oluntarily  agreed  to  it  in  the  council  of  peace,  Pfal. 
xl.  -8.  and,  from  eternity,  rejoiced  f*  in  the  habitable  parts  of 
the  earth,"  and  he  wis  a  rolunte^r  when  it  came  to  the  eler 
cution. 

^thly^  It  implies,  that  the  aiTumption  of  the  human  nt* 
ture  terminates  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son  of  God.  Althongfa 
the  other  perfons.  Father  and  Spirit,  had  their  own  peculiar 
agency,  in  forming  and  preparing  die  human  nature  \  yet  at 
is  theSon,4he  fecond  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  that  wears 
it :  fo  that  it  cannot  be  faid  of  die  Father  or  Holf  Ghoft,  but 
onl V  of  the  Son,  that  he  '*  took  unto  him  the  feed  of  Abrahaiii:^ '• 
fo  tnat  is  not  an  eflential,  but  a  perfonal  union,  between  the 
divine  and  human  nature. 

6tbljt  It  implies,  that  though  the  union  be  perfonal,  yet  it  is 
without  any  confufion  of  the  two  natures :  they  ftill  remain  ef- 
fentially  didinA,  although  indeed,  throtigh  the  intimacy  of  the 
union,  the  properties  o£  each  nature  are  frequently  afcribed  to 
the  whole  perfon* 

^tbly^  It  implies,, that  it  was  an  a£b  of  amazing  love,  grace, 
and  condefcendon,  that  he  took  our  nature  upon  him.  Hence 
the  apoftlc  cries  out  with  wonder,  i  Tim.  iii.  ult.  **  Without 
controverfy,  great  is  the  myftery  of  godlinefs;  God  was  manif^ft 
in  the  fleOi."  This  is  fuch  a  depth,  that  the  angels  defire  to  look 
into  it.  Hence  the  cherubims  were  made  with  their  faces 
pointing  towards  the  mercy- feat. 

^tklyy  It  implies,  that  the  huiran  nature  did  not  conflitute  the 
perfon  of  Chrift  :  for  here  we  fee  that  he,  as  a  perfon,  took  the 
human  nature  to  himfelf,  or  took  ir  into  his  own  perfon.  If  the 
human  nature  were  a  perfon,  then  he  would  have  two  perfons, 
;?-  well  as  two  natures  :  but  this  is  an  error  long  fincc  con- 
ff!emned  ;  and  the  czprcHion  in  the  text  hears,  that  it  was  only 
the  nature,  therefore  called  t}.e  feed  of  A!>rakam\  agreeable  to 
this  is  that,  Luke  i.  35.  **  That  holy  thing  which  (hall  be  born 
of  thee;  "  it  is  not  that  holy  perfon,  but  that  holy  thing,  viz. 
the  innocent  Mature  of  man,  confiiting  in  a  true  body  and  rea* 
fonable  foul.  So  much  for  what  is  imported  in  the  exprei&on. 

IV.  lYizfourfh  in  the  method  was,  To  touch  a  little  at  the 
importance  of  this  matter  pointed  at  in  the  word  of  alTcveration 
Verilt,  Verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels  but  the 
fcfd  of  Abraham^ 

It  is  obferved  in  the  hiflory  of  the  evargelifts,  when  our 
bjcffc^  Lord  is  to  declare  any  dqdrinc  that  is  of  great  confe- 
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quence  and  moment,  to  arreft  the  attention  of  his  nudience, 
he  ufhers  it  in  with  a  Verily;  and  fometimes  he  doubles  it  with 
a  "Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you  ;"  as  in  his  difcourfe  unto 
Nicodemusy  cbncernin{r  the  neceflity  of  regeneration,  John 
iii.  3.  **  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  ilnto  thee,  except  a  man  be  born 
again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God  /'  fo  here  the 
apoftlei  after  his  example,  when  he  is  aflerting  the  doftrine  of 
the  incarnation  of  the  Son,  uflicrs  it  in  with  a  Verily,  that' we 
may  advert  to  it  as  a  thing  of  the  lail  moment.     The  import* 
ancc  of  it  will  appear,  if  we  confidcr  that  this  point  of  the 
incarnation,  or  union  of  the  two  natures,  was  the  main  lead- 
ing matter  that  was  upon  the  carpet,  in  the  council  of  peace, 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son  :  it  was  the  hardeft  thing  te 
be  determined  and  effeAed  %  and  that  without  it,  nothing  could 
be  done,  for  the  redemption  and  falvation  of  loft  linners  of 
Adam'4  family.  There  were  three  things  that  juftice  demanded, 
in  order  to  the  falvatibn  of  loft  man :  1//,  That  the  human  nature 
be  prefented  to  God,  in  its  original  purity,  without  fpot  or  blc- 
snifli*  idly^  That  the  holy  law  be  pcrfcftly  obeyed,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  it  maintained.     3rf/v,  That  feeing  the  law  is  broken, 
the  penalty  of  it,  or  4ts  curfc,  be  endured  by  one  in  man's  nature, 
ijvhofc  blood  murt  be  of  infiiiire  value  for  the  fatisfaflion  of  juf- 
tice.    Well,  in  this  cafe,  the  etc:rnal  Son  of  God  looked,  r.nd 
••  there  was  none  to  help  or  uphold,  and  therefore  Ills  own  arm 
brought  falvation.**     'Come  (fays  he  unto  hi'?  Father),  (Incc 
there  is  no  facrificc  nor  ofiVring  that  will  plcafc,  Lo,  I  come ; 
I  delight  to  do  thy  will  ;  a  body  haft  thou  prep  jred  for  me,  in 
the  feed  cf  Abraham  ;  I  will  put  it  on,  and  fatisfy  ull  thefe  hard 
demands  of  juilice  :  I,  as  a  fecond  Adam,  a  public  head  and  re- 
prtfentative  of  the  feed  thou  h^ll  given  me,  will  prefent  the 
human  nature  entire  in  my  own  pcrfon;  r;iid  will,  through  my 
fanflifying  Spirit  in  them,  prefent  them  alio  unto  thee,  at  the 
end  of  time,  without  fpot  or  blemiili,  or  rny  fjrh  thing.     I 
alfo,  as  their  Covenant-heaJ  and  Surety,  will,  in  their  nature, 
fulfil  the  whole  law  as  a  covenant,  and  brin^:  in  an  evcrlafting 
righteoufnefs  for  their  juftification,  and  write  it  as  a  rule  upon 
their  hearts,  and,   by  my  Spirit  put  within  them,  will  caufi 
them  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes.     And  bccaufe  iiiHice  demands 
that  the  fame  nature  that   finned  fhould  alfo  fnirer,  thereforrr 
1  will  give  my  human  na'ure  a  facrificc  for  thtrir  fin  ;  F  will 
be  wounded  for  their  iniquities,  bruifed  for  their  tranfgrelfionsr 
of  my  hand  fhalt  thcu  require  the  debt  th;ittht:y  owe  to  juflice/ 
Jn  a  word  (tor  1  cannot  infi(l),  the  incari:;\ti«)n  of  the  Son  of 
God  is  fuch  a  nuirerial  and  importanr  m.ittir,  that  without  it  rhc* 
whole  bufincfs  of  man's  falvation  and  redrmption  ceafes  for 
'.\'zx\  all  the  ether  fupernaturi^.l  myllcrlc?  of  cur  holy  religion 
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torn  upon  it,  aa  a  hinge :  uke  thU  away»  and  immediatdf  d^ 
doArine  of  his  obedience  to-  the  law,  and  death  apoo  ^kti^ 
crofs;  his  lefuneAionj  afcenfion,  and  interceffion  \  aUiaU  fais 
tfa^  gro«nd  together :  but  the  apoftle  here,  to  cfttify  ua  of  M 
telb  ii8»  tifily  he  imitnot  m  bim  tie  rngturt  ^  wgtU^  ka  itm^ 
m  tmn-ibefeea  of  Jkrahdm*  «^ 

V..The^£  thing  was  to  make  fome  improvement  of  i 
doArinr.    It  would  admit  of  a  large  application  {  but  I  m% 
ne^s  cut  fhorta  becaufe  of  the  work  that  we  hate  befoit.ij 

Uiejfii^  (hall  be  of  information,  in  the  few  patticuiara-i 
lowing,  is  it  fo,  that  when  God  pafied  by  the  nsHore  of  i 
i0  UA  tfn  him  ihijui  of  Araham  f  Then» 

1/7,  See  hence  the  wondrous  love  of  God  unto  ma 
ners,  that  he  preferred  our  nature  unto  the  nature  of  av. 
he  pafied  them  by,  and  pitched  upon  the  human  nature^ 
joined  it  to  himfelfi  in  the  perfon  of  his  eternal  Son.  "nHerfl 
IS  fnch  an  amazing  and  altoniihing  love  here,  as  would  fiQ 
our  hearts  with  wonder,  and  our  tongues  with  hallelujaha  .0^ 
praife,  if  we  but  faw  it  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  and  bad  it. 
*'  died  abroad  upon  eur  hearts;  furely  God  is  love;  for  he  fo  lo^ 
ved  the  world,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoevev 
bclievcth  in  him  (hould  not  perid),  but  have  cverhiling  life." 

aiZ/f,  See  hence  how  unjuft  and  unreafonable  the  enmity 
of  the  heart  of  man  againft  God  is.  Shall  we  hate  that  God 
^vho  pafied  by  the  nature  of  angele,  and  took  on  him  ike/ee4 
$f  Abraham  f  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  fallen  angels 
would  have  treated  him  fo,  if  he  had  paiTed  by  our  na» 
turc,  and  pitched  upon  their  nature,  and  bccotr.e  a  God-an- 
gel, inftead  of  a  God-man  ;  yet  this  folly  is  in  the  heart  of 
every  finuer  by  nature ;  "  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againll 
God.*' 

'^dly^  See  hence  the  monflrous  ingratitude  of  Arians,Socini- 
ans,  and  ethers,  who  take  occafion  from  his  aiTumption  of  the 
human  nature,  and  becoming  his  Father*s  fervant  in  the  great 
bufinefs  of  man's  redemption,  to  difparage  him,  as  if  he  were 
but  an  inferior  deity,  not  one  and  the  fame  God,  in  eflcnce 
and  fubilance  with  the  Father.  Oh  !  <<  Tell  it  not  in  Gath, 
publilh  it  not  in  the  ftreets  of  A(kelon,"  that  fuch  blafphc* 
niies  have  been  vented  againft  the  great  God  our  Saviour, 
ind  fo  little  refentment  difcovered  againft  the  blafphemer,  i 
\Ke  fupreme  ecdefiailicai  court  of  this  national  church,  confti- 
iat\*  ui  his  name  and  authority.  But  whatever  others  do,  let 
M»  vNvx  *<AY  acknowledge,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Lord  Jcho- 
^  »N.  10  k(w  i^uife  and  glory  of  his  eternal  Father,  who  fcnt  him, 
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not  to  take  &n  him  the  nature  of  angels  ^  bat  the  (jitman  nature^  im 
the  feed  of  Akraham^ 

Afhly^  Sec  hence  to  what  a  pitch  of  honour  the  human  na- 
ture is  raifed,  by  its  (landing  in  a  perfonal  union  with  the  in- 
finite Jehovah,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son  of  God.  When  we 
take  a  riew  of  our  nature  as  it  (lood  in  the  firft  Adam,  even 
in  innocency,  why,  the  fpirit  of  God  declares  by  the  pfolmifl^ 
that  even  in  its  beft  eftate  it  was  akoprether  vanity,  being  but 
a  fallible  creature :  but  view  the  nature  of  m^n  in  his  fallen 
ftate,  we  fee  him  lying  in  a  '<  horrible  pit|  and  rairy  cUy^"  aa 
objeA  of  abhorrence  to  God  and  all  his  holy  angels ;  he  is 
wholly  "  corrupt  and  filthy/'  fit  for  nothing  but  to  become 
fuel  for  the  fire  of  divine  wratli :  and  yet  for  an  infinitely  ho- 
ly and  righteous  God  to  take  that  nature  out  of  the  dunghill, 
and  join  it  into  a  perfonal  union  with  his  eternal  and  only  be^ 
gotten  Son,  why,  this  is  a  brighter  crown  of  glory  by  far  fet 
upon  the  human  nature,  than  ever  Adam  wore  in  innocency  ^ 
yea,  a  greater  honour  than  ever  was  conferred  upon  the  na- 
ture of  angels.  Oh  !  how  may  this  make  every  one  of  us  to 
cry,  «•  What  hath  God  wrought?  O  what  is  man,  that 
thou  art  fo  mindful  of  him  ?  and  what  the  fon  of  man,  that 
thou  art  fo  kind  unto  him." 

S^hiyf  See  hence  the  excellency  of  the  perfon  of  our  glorious 
Redeemer,  whofc  death  we  are  this  day  called  to  commemo* 
rate.     I  remember  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  put  a  queftion 
unto  the  fpoufc,  Cant.  v.  "  What  is  thy  beloved  more  than  an- 
other beloved  ?**     Why,  Sirs,  there  is  fomething  in  the  per- 
fon of  Chriil,  that  is  not  to  be  fcen  in  any  perfon  in  heavea  or 
in  earth.     What  is  that  ?  fay  you  :  Why,  in  his  perfon  is  to 
be  feen  God  and  man  linked  in  a  perfonal  union  ;  ^*  God  ma- 
nifcfted  in  the  flelh,  is  the  great  myftury"  of  the  Chrirtian  re- 
lis;ion.     Look  to  God  in  the  perfon  of  the  Father,  look  to 
God  in  the  perfon  of  the  Holy  Gholl,  and  you  fee  indeed  the 
J^eat  God,  who  is  infinite,  eternal,  and  unchangeable  in  his 
being,  wifdom,  power,  holinefs,  &c.     But  then,  look  to  God 
in  the  perfon  of  the  Son,  who  is  the  fame  God  with  both, 
and  you  fee  the  human  nature  ;  there  you  fee  "  Imm^iiiue), 
God-man,  God  with  us,  God  reconciling  the  world  unto  hin>^ 
felf,  not  imputing  their  trefpaifes  unto  them,  but  pardoning 
iniquity,  (ranfgreiUon,  and  hn."    O  Sirs,  a  God  in  Chrift  will 
be  the  admiration  of  faints  and  angels  through  eternity  ;  and 
it  is  a  view  of  this  perfon  that  fills  the  mouths  of  all  the  f/^ints 
with  praife,  faying,  "  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  childn  n  of 
men  ;  grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips  ;  he  is  whits  and  ruddy, 
the  chief  among  ten  thoufand,*'  &c. 

tthlji  See  hence  the  trimiuul  nature  of  the  fin  of  unbelief, 
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which  rejefts  him  who  took  not  on  him  il>e  nature  of  ang 
the  feed  if  Abraham,  Unbelief  upon  the  matter  dcnii 
glorious  truth,  and  fays,  ^  No  thanks  to  God  for  taking! 
the  feed  of  Abraham  ;  he  might  as  well  h.we  taken  < 
nature  of  angels,  for  I  will  not  be  obliged  to  him  for  falv 
The  unbeliever  choofes  rather  to  go  to  hell  with  his  lufts 
to  go  to  heaven  with  Chrill :  he  cruel Hes  "  the  Son  o 
afrefh,  and  puts  him  to  an  open  fhiime  :"  he  trampi 
blood  of  Chrift  under  his  fcot ;  for  which  reafon  Chr 
clareSy  that  he  "  that  beiicvcih  not  is  condemned  alread 
the  wrath  of  God  abidech  on  him/'  John  iii.  i  S.  36. 

']thly^  See,  from  this  dofirine,  tlue  great  difference  be 
the  firil  and  the  fccond  Adam  \  the  head  of  the  cover 
worksi  and  the  head  of  the  new  covenant.  VVhy,  rh 
Adam,  as  the  apoftle  tells  us,  was  but  a  made  creatur 
he  ''  was  made  a  living  foul  \  but  the  hit  Adam  is  a  qu 
ing  fpirit :  the  firft  Adam  was  of  the  earth  earthy  ;  b 
fecond  Adam  is  the  Lord  from  heaven  :"  who  tjzk  fy.t  l 
the  nature  cf  angels ^  but  t$i!^  on  Lim  the  human  nature, 
feed  of  /Ibrabdnu  O  what  a  bleliVJ  cxch.in^e  iloih  tlij 
makK.*,  when  he  quits  the  firll  Ad.irn  and  his  covcnr.n 
hitake^  himlVir  10  a  fccond  AJ.ini,  iiH'l  tak.s  hold  cf  '. 
ihc  hv.':ul  of  the  covcniint  i)f  gr.-.LC  !  \v!iv::i  he  t! otii  fu,  li- 
the ibund.ition  of  fand,  and  ljuili!.>  upon  that  **  rock  (A 
againtt  which  the  gJtci  of  hell  ih.ili  never  prevai!."  11 
Adam  is  a  fountain  ol  deaili  to  nil  his  poil.rity,  Rom. 
*'  liy  one  man  lln  entrrcil  into  the  woiiii,  ..r.d  Jcaiii  I 
and  fo  death  paliril  upJii  all  iweii,  for  thai  all  have  fir 
hut  the  fecond  A(i.:m  is  the  ruiiitiin  of  lif.'  to  all  hi-? 
•^  1  am  the  refurrcclion,  and  i\\c  lite  ;  .sr.d  he  rl.it  b: 
in  m^,  thoLij^h  he  M\rc  JcmiI,  yet  il.all  he  livi' :''  avA  il 
arc  allured  of  by  thi:  iv-cori!  df  .;  j^loriou;.  I'riniry,  i  John 
*'  'f'his  is  tlu;  ri-cord,  th.i'.  Cs.>d  h.ith  jMvcn  to  a-,  etcrn 
and  this  lite  is  in  hi^Son/' 

8//!/;,  S:l,  from  this  dv^^^nliv:,  what  ij  th::  ;^re.it  woi 
(vjfinels  01  tliLie  who  lir  (^)v.  n  /.  .1  t  oirtnuiiiicn  tabic: 
if  is  thai  ni.ik^b  a  wuiiiiy  or  u:iv/xrti.y  t,r.inniiiiiic,int. 
which  makfi  a  worthy  eomiv.ui;icant,  ii  r.  **  lij.l.:  j.liiccrr 
I  he  Lords  body  ;''  a:^.l  wh.n  thi.s  is  wa..-iri;::,  .1  man  b«j 
"  guilty  of  the  boviy  a  in!  h!-.;c.'  I  cf  tiir  Lord,  .v...l  [o  e;i 
»lrin!:s  judj^'-'ment  to  his  owr:  foul."  N'jnv,  whit  is  it 
K\:r\\  tliC  Loril's  body?  It  is  j;:. 
]i'.-  the  t 
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(f.)  It  it  to  have  the  mind  enlightened  with  a  iivinjr  know* 
le(^  of  the  myfierj  of  falvation,  as  the  plan  .of  it  is  laid  out 
before  us  in  the  word,  or  in  the  perfon  and  mediation  of  Je« 
fiia»  %  Cor.  sv.  6.  **  God  who  commanded  the  light  to  ibine  out 
of 'darkne&y  hath  (hined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  tue  light  of  the< 
knowledge  of  the  glory  6f  God  in  the  face  of  Jefns  Chrift.*' 

.^3.)  It  is  to  fee  the  love  and  wifdom  of  the  Father,  in  prepa- 
ring n  body  for  his  eternal  Son,  in  which  the  fuloefs  of  the- 
Godhead  ihould  dwell,  as  in  a  temple. 

(5.)  It  is  to  fee  the  Holy  Ghoft  forming  that  body,  by  his 
everihadowing  power,  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin,  fo  as  that 
k  ought  be  free  of  original  fin,  and  might  be  a  (acrifice 
without  fpoC  or  blemith,  to  be  offered^up  unto  Grod. 

'  (4.)  It  is  to  fee  the  eternal  Son  of  God  wearing  that  body  in 
m  perfenal  union  with  himfelf,  in  order  to  his  giving  an  infinite 
▼ahie  unto  what  he  was  to  do  and  fuffer  for  ns. 

/(5.)  It  IS  to  lee  him  offering  up  that  body  and  blood,  which 
ke  had  thus  afliimed,  in  our  room  and  fiead,  a  facrifice  for  the 
fatJafirfHon  of  juftice  for  our  fin ;  for  he  offered  up  himfelf  for 
na  ^  a  lacrifice  and  offering  of  a  fweet  fmelling  favour  ;'*  to 
fee  the  juft  fuffering  for  the  unjuft,  to  bring  us  to  God.  Now, 
when  the  foul  thus  difcems  the  body  of  Chrift,  or  the  myflery 
of  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  then  faith  eats  his  flelh 
mad  drinks  his  blood,  like  **  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  wines 
on.  the  lees,  well  refined."  Oh  Sirs  !  fee  if,  like  Samfon,  you 
can  this  day  find  the  honey-combs  of  falvation,  and  the  great 
and  precious  promifes,  in  the  carcafe  of  the  fiain  Lion  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  for  this  '^  is  meat  indeed,  and  drink  in* 
deed." 

Vk/econd  may  be  of  Trial.  Oh  Sirs  !  what  think  you  of 
bim  who  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angeh^  but  the  feed  of 
Abraham  ;  have  you  given  him  his  errand  into  tlic  world,  by 
believing  in  him  ?  Is  thy  foul  crying,  **  Uofanna  to  the  Son 
of  David ;''  Oh  !  *^  bleffed  is  he  that  conneth  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,"  to  fave  us :  Oh  !  *^  this  is  a  faithful  faying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chriil  came  into  the  world  to 
Ikve  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief?"  Is  thy  heart  glowing 
with  love  to  him,  who  is  altogether  lovely  ?  and  faying,  Oh 
''  whom  have  1  in  heaven"  but  hin)  ? — ^^^  yea,  donbtlefs,  I 
oonnt  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
•f  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord."  Well,  if  this  be  the  difpofition 
of  thy  foi^,  I  invite  you  to  come  and  feaft  with  him.  **  Eat, 
O  friends,  drink,  yea  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved.  Eat  ye 
that  which  is  good,  and  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs, 
and  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  well  or*. 
Vol.  III.  A  a  dered, 
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difttnce  it  removed  in  his  incarnatioOy  and  the  moral  diftance* 
iq  bis  fatisfadion.  All  bars  and  impedimenta  that  flood  in 
oar  waj  from  law  and  juftice  removed,  which  could  never  have 
been  efefted  by  all  the  aogels  in  heaven,  or  men  upon  earth ; 
and  yet  this  is  done,  and  done  hj  him,  vjbo  tooi  not  on  him 
tie  nature  of  cmgtls^  hut  the  feed  of  Abraham*  8.  Here 
70a  will  fee  ''  tlie  veil  of  the  temple  rent  from  top  to  bot*< 
tDoiy  and  the  way  to  the  holieft  of  all  opefaed  V  fo  that  we 
may  now  *'  enter  in  with  boldnels  by  the  blood .  of  Jefus/* 
The  veil  of  tUe  ceremonial  law  is  rent,  the  veil  of  the  curfa 
of  the  moral  law  is  rent,  in  the  rending  afunder  of  the  foul 
and  body  of  Chrift  upon  Mount  Calvary.  9.  In  him  you 
may  fee  God,  firft  marrying  our  nature  into  a  perfonal  union 
with  himfelf,  and  then,  having  come  upon  a  level  with  us,  or 
having  become  one  of  our  tribe,  or  family,  prefents  him* 
ielf  as  a  Bridegroom,  profering  marriage  with  our  pcrfons  ; 
fior  this  is  die  voice  of  hnmanuel  God-man,  If.  liv.  5. ''  Thy 
maker  is  thine  hufband  (the  Lord^of  hofts  is  his  name)''j  or^ 
Hof.  ii.  19.  ^  I  will. betrothe .thee  unto  me  for  ever ;  yea,  I 
will  betrothe  thee  unto  i^e  in  righteoufnefs,  and  in  judge- 
meat,  and  in  loving-kindnefs,  and  in  mercy;  I  will  ever  be« 
troths  thee  unto  me  in  faithfulnefs,  and  thou  (halt  know  the 
Lord,''  viz.  in  a  way  of  conjugal  love  and  communion* 
zo.  Here  you  will  fee  him  confirming  the.  covenant  of  grace 
and  promife,  and  turning  it  into  an  inviolable  teftamentary 
deedy  which  no  man  can  difannul.  Dan.  ix.  27.  '<  He  (hall 
confirm  the  covenant  with  many.''  Heb.  ix;  16. 17. ''  Where 
a  tettament  is,  there  mud  alfo  of  neceflity  be  the  death  of  the 
tellator,  for  a  teftaroent  is  of  force  after  men  are  dead  :  other* 
wife  it  is  of  no  force  at  all  while  the  tellator  liveth."  Sirs^ 
this  is  what  we  are  to  prefent  you  with  in  this  holy  ordi« 
nance  of  the  fupper,  even  the  confirmed  teflament  of  him 
who  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham  ;"  for  Luke  xxii.  29. 
**  Tha  cup  (fays  Chrjft)  is  the  newtellamcnt  m  my  blood,'* 
Matth.  xxvi.  27.  "  drink  ye  all  of  it." 

Secondly  J  Another  word  of  exhortation  is  this.  I  call  you 
who  are  the  fons  and  daughters  of  Zion,  not  only  to  ''  go  forth 
and  behold  king  Solomon,"  and  the  wonders  of  his  perfon 
and  mediation^  but  I  call  you  to  be  his  bride  and  fpoufe,  by 
giving  the  heart-  and  hand  to  him  as  the  bridegroom.  '  Let 
there  be  a  match  this  day  made  up  betn^ist  Ghriil  and  your 
Ibnls.  Has  the  glorious  Son  of  God,  '*  the  brightnefs  of  his 
Father's  glory,"  taken  hold  of  your  nature  in  the  family  of 
Abraham  ?  U  then  take  hold  of  him  as  your  kinfman ;  and 
fay,  as.  t<luth  did  unto  Boaz,  **  Spread  thy  ikirt  over  oie,** 


^ 
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and  perform  the  kiijfman's  part  hf  marrying  me.  Sirs,  I  teJ 
you,  that  our  blefll'd  goel  and  kinfman,  as  he  took  part  o! 
,  your  flerti,  fb  he  wears  your  natare^  that  he  may  wed  yon, 
and  be  trot  be  you  unto  himfelf  for  ever.  Oh  I  vvUl  yoxk  p 
with  the  maiij  **  Imraanud,  God  with  us?"  His  hand  ii 
ftretcTied  out,  while  I  am  fpenkin^,  faying  to  every  one  U 
this  company^  **  Behold  me  I  behold  me  1'*  O  !  fubfcribt  ihl 
contra^  with  heart  and  baud,  fayinj^,  *  1  am  the  Lords  ;  1  wiK 
be  for  thee,  and  not  for  another,  who  tO':)k  not  oti  thee  th< 
nature  of  anpfels,  but  took  on  thee  the  nature  of  man,  or  ih 
fted  of  Ahrabam.  Oli  1  that  this  may  be  the  weeding -day, 
**  AU  things  are  ready,  O  coli^c  to  the  marriage*"  i.  ITii 
Bridegroom  is  ready^  the  matcblefs  Immanuel  5  behold  Ii* 
ilandeth  behind  tout  wall*  **  Heboid  the  Bri  dee  room  Co- 
meth/' yea  he  is  come ;  he  ftandi  at  the  door  and  knocks 
faying,  Open  to  me,  Rev*  iii*  ao.  &,c-  3*  The  Bridegroom^ 
Father  is.  ready  ;  he  confents  that  thi?rt  ihould  be  a  match  be 
twecn  you  and  his  eternal  Son  ;  he  cries  from  heaven,  '*  Tbi 
is  my  beloved  Son,  in  who'Ti  I  am  well  pleafed,  hear  ye  hitn 
This  is  his  oommaadment,  that  ye  believe  in  him,"  and  fi 
take  him  as  my  unfpcakable  gift.  3.  The  Spirit,  the  thin 
perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  is  ready,  as  the  miniiler,  ti 
caft  the  everlafting  knot  between  yon  and  him,  Rev.  xxii.  17 
^*  The  Spirit  faith.  Come."  Heb.  iii.  7.  8.  The  Holy  Gho( 
faith,  "  To-day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  l^arden  not  you 
hearts."  Many  a  kind  motion  doth  the  Spirit  of  God  mab 
on  your  fouls,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  match,  4.  The  friend 
of  the  Bridegroom,  all  faithful  miniHers  and  Chriilians,  ar 
ready :  they  rejoice  **  greatly  becaufe  of  the  Bridegroom' 
voice"  iu  the  gofpel,  offering  marriage  to  you.  Oh  to  hea 
the  Toice  of  the  bride  alfo  faying,  "  My  beloved  is  white  am 
ruddy,  the  chiefeil  among  ten  ihoufands — His  countenance  i 
as  Lebanon  ;  excellent  as  the  cedars — My  beloved  is  mine 
and  I  am  his ;  he  feedeth  among  the  lilies ;  until  the  da; 
break,  and  the  fhadows  flee  away."  5.  The  contrail  is  readj 
I  mean  the  covenant  of  grace.  The  draught  of  it  was  mad 
at  the  table  of  the  council  of  peace  from  eternity,  and  the  ex 
trail  of  it  is  in  the  Bible  you  have  amongll  your  hands  :  an 
WC  bring  it  forth  to  you  in  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  an 
prefent  it  to  every  one,  faying,  "  To  you  (and  you,  and  you] 
it  the  word  of  this^falvation  fent.  The  promife  is  to  yoi 
titd  to  your  feed,"  Oh  !  let  us  all  fear,  left  a  promife  bein 
tnadc,  any  of  i*s  thould  come  (hort  of  it  through  unbelief,  i 
The  marri^ge-^i^ul'C  is  ready,  both  the  lower  and  the  liighc 
ftorita  of  it  ^tt  ready :  and  that  moment  you  believe,  you  cr 


ter  into  die  xeft  of  the  Uefled  Bridegroom ;  je  enter  into  the 
hoiifie  which  Wifdom  htth  built  with  feven  pillars,  and  Audi 
ere  long  be  tranfported  to  the  upper  houfe  of  man  j  manfions^ 
where  je  ihall  behold  his  fiice,  and  '<  be  with  him  &r  even** 
The  marriage-fupper  is  ready;  for  Wifdom  has  not  only 
buildcd  her  houiie  of  mehy,  Imt  **  ihe  hath  killed  her  oxea 
and  fittlings ;  Ihe  hath  niiogled  h^  wine,  and  fumiflied  her 
Uble^"  Prov.  ix.  a — 5.  ^  Wifdom  hath  builded  her  honft^ 
ibfe  bath  hiewn  out  her  feven  pillars*  She  hath  killed  her 
beaflb,  flie  hath  mingled  her  wine;  ihe  hath  alfo  fnmiihed 
beMttiUe.  She  hath  fent  forth  her  maidens,  flxe  crieth  upoa 
the  u^eft  places  of  the  citj^  Whofo  is  fimple,  let  him  turn 
in  hither :  as  for  him  that  wanteth  underfianding,  (he  (aith  to 
him.  Come,  eat  of  my  1>read,  and  drink  of  the  wine  Which  I 
have  mingled."  7.  The  marriage-robe  of  rigfateoufnels,  and 
garment  df  lalvation,  is  ready;  for  the  ^  righteoufhels  of  God 
is  refiealed  in  the  gofpel."  The  Lord  is  crying  to  this  com^ 
pany,  ^  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  ftout-hefeirted,  that  are  far  frooa 
xigfateoufiiels,  I  bring  near  my  righteoufbeis,— -I  have  placed 
lalvation  in  Zion,  for  Ifrael  my  glory.*' 

Well  then.  Sirs,  fince  all  is  ready,  there  is  nothing  wanting 
but  the  bride.  O  come,  and  be  the  bride  of  the  glorioua 
Bridegroom  ;  and  let  us  all  cry  one  to  another,  as  Rev.  xiz.  7. 
**  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb 
is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  herfelf  ready •**  Amen, 
Amen,  Amen. 


THE  BROKEN  LAW  MAGNIHED  AND  MADE 
HONOURABLE,  &c. 

Is  A.  zlii.  ai« — The  Lord  is  well  ^eafed  for  bis  righteoufiufi 
fake  i  be  viUl  magnify  tbe  law,  aMd  makt  it  bonouraiU^ 

THE  FIRST  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


THIS  chapter,  you  fee,  is  ofhered  in  with  a  folemn  call 
from  God  the  father  of  all  the  world,  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  to  take  notice  of  Mefllah  the  Prince,  the  eternal  Son 
of  Cod;  whom  be  was,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  fend  into  the 

wocld^ 


I 
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world,  upon  the  great  errand  and  buGiiefs  of  the  rcdemptlas 
of  loft  fiiners  of  Adara*s  family  :  and  lo  arreA  thdr  att^Dtioa 
aud  adiiuration  unta  this  extranrdfnary  perfon,  m^nj  great 
afid  gtorioiis  things  are  fkid  of  him  ;  as  that  lie  waa  his  F** 
tiler's  honorary  fervant,  his  detl,  the  darliog  and  ddtght  of 
bis  foul  i  that  l^e  is  qualified,  and  ^tted,  ami  caUi^d  to  liis  wmk* 
And  havit^g  fpoktfi  of  the  bafe  treatment  he  was  to  meet  wxXh 
fr  iti  the  Jewish  nation  J  the  prophet  comes,  in  the  words  of 
tsij  ttxt,  to  declare  what  a  ceo  ii  tit  hb  own  Father  made  of  hti 
perfoQ  and  uncleruking:  Whatever  bafe  and  low  thoughts  hi* 
frieiids  and  countrymen  m^y  have  of  him,  yet  he  "  is^lo- 
rious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  \^  God's  feotiments  of  him  arc 
quite  different  from  theirs^  for  ih^  Lord  h  wf//  pitafcd  for 
his  fighuou/ftefs  faki  ;  as  if  he  Iiad  faid,  Uowe\'er  lie  be 
**  dcfpifed  and  rejected  of  men,  as  a  root  fprung  out  of  a  dry 
groand,"  however  you  may  make  no  more  account  of  him, 
than  if  he  were  deaf,  hfrnd,  ariddumh,  yet  ''he  U  my  beloved 
Son  I  in  whom  I  am  well  plcafed.'*  Obfctrc,  from  tkia  con- 
season »  that  God*s  thoughts  of  Chrift  are  very  different  from 
the  thoughts  that  an  unbelieving  world  hare  of  him  ;  an  uo- 
belifvlng  world,  with  Herod,  p.nd  hU  men  of  war,  fets  him  at 
nought,  but  his  Father  reckons  him  the  **  bright tiefs  of  hii 
glory/'  and  calls  him  his  eled. 

The  words  then  in  general  arc,  Jehovah's  verdicl  congorning 
the  iightcoufncft  brought  in  by  the  great  Mcfliah,  with  the 
ground  thereof ;  ibe  Lord  is  well  pUa/ed  for  bis  righteouftuft 
Jaki. 

Where  we  may  notice,  i.  The  great  and  glorious  party  here 
fpoken  of,  and  that  js  the  Lord,  or,  as  in  the  original,  jfe» 
hoyah  the  righteous  Judge,  the  offended  Lord  and  Lawgiver, 
to  whpfc  wrath  all  mankind  are  obnoxious  and  liable,  through 
the  breach  and  violation  of  the  firft  covenant. 

2.  Something  aflertcd  concerning  him,  which  may  arreft 
the  attention  of  all  mankind,  and  fill  their  hearts  with  joy, 
and  their  mouths  with  praifes,  and  that  is,  that  he  is  well 
pkafed.  Whenever  man  l#d  finned,  the  anger  and  wrath  o£ 
God  was  kindled  again(l4iim,  and  his  fury  was  breaking  out 
like  fire,  and  nothing  remained  for  poor  man,  but  a  fearful 
looking  for  of  wrath,  and  fiery  indignation,  to  confumc  him 
and  all  his  poftcrity,  as  a  company  of  tr.iitors  arid  rebels  ;  but 
here  is  a  furprifing  declaration,  that  though  he  was  angry, 
yet  1ms  anger  is  turned  away,  his  frowns  are  turned  into 
fmiles  ;  the  Lord,  Jehovahy  is  ivellpUaftd.     Again, 

J,  Wc  havc^he  caufe  and  ground  of  this  furprifing  decla- 
Ution.  Why,  what  is  the  caufc  of  his  being  well  pleafed  i 
\\  U  fir  his  righteoiifnefs  fake  :  not  for  the  fake  of  any  ranfom 

atonement 
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mtoiKinent^«or  fatisfadion^  that  the  fintier  could  tnake,  for 
no  man  can  by  any  means  redeem  hb  own  or  hit  brother's 
foul,  nor  give  unto  God  a  ranfom  for  it*  The-  redemp- 
tion of  the  foul  is  precious,  and  ceafeth  for  ever  as  to  him  f 
but  it  is  fat  his  rightfufmft  Jaki^  who  finiflied  tran^reffion^ 
and  made  an  end  of  fin,  who  makes  ^'reconciliation  for  ini-. 
quity,"  and  fo  brings  in  an  <'  everhfting  righteoufnels  ;**  the 
'*  righteous  Iiord'loveth  rightebufnefet**  ^^^  without  it.liecaib*  * 
not  look  ^rith  pteafure  on  any  of  Adam's  race ;  while  Oirift 
becomes  .the  ''  end  pf  the  law  for  righteoulhe&i*'  he  fulfills 
the  precep(i  and  undeigoes  the  penalty  of  it,  whereupon  die 
ZjOrd  declares  hixnfclf  tQ  be  nutU.pleaJtd  fir  his  tighUotJmJk 

4.  We  have  the  reafon  why  the  Lord  Jehovah  fuftaifts  the 
ri|;|iieoufiieft  o(  thfe  Surety  in  the  room  bf  the  finaeri  os  why 
h€  i%  Co  ntfiU  pkfifid  for  his  rightetitfnefs  faie  :  why  (if  jLU 
ituigfn/y  the  law,  and  male  it  honourable J^  the  holy  law  of  God^ 
giTcn  unto  man  in  innocency  as  a  covenant,  or  an  eternal  rule 
of  t^fattonTners,  was  violate  and  broken,  and  the  authority  of 
the  great  Lawgiver  affronted  and  Contemned  by  man's  difobe* 
dience  :  but  Chrift,  as  our  Surety,  he  is  **  made  of  s  woman, 
and  made  under  the  lawj*'  and/ by  bringing  in  everlafting 
righteoufnefd,  he  not  only  fulfilled  the  law,  both  in  its  pre^ 
cept  and  penalty,  but  he  magnifies  it,  and  mak^  it  honour^ 
able ;  he  adds  a  new  luftre  aad  glory  unto  the  Uw,  which 
it  tiever  had  before,  tlirough  the  dignity  of  his  perfon  who 
obeys  it. 

Some  read  the  latter  claufc  of  the  vcrfc  thus,  Hejhall  mag* 
nijy  the  latUf  and  make  (Linri)  honourable  :  and  fo  the  meaning 
is  this  :  1.  Chrid  (hall  not  only  repair  the  honour  of  the  law, 
but  reftore  honour  to  God  the  great  Lawgiver ;  and,  indeed, 
never  was  there  fuch  a  revenue  of  glory  and  honour  brought 
in  to  the  crown  of  heaven,  as  by  the  obedience  and  faiisfac- 
tion  of  Chrift:  **  Now  (fays  Chrift)  is  the  Son  of  man  glo- 
ri6cd,  and  God  is  glorified  in  him.*'  Through  Chrift,  God 
can  fave  finners,  and  give  vent  to  his  love,  grace,  and  mercy, 
upon  terms  that  are  honourable  to  his  law,  juftice,  holincfs, 
fcveriiy,  and  other  perfc£llons,  that  were  Icfed  and  injured  by 
the  fin  of  nwn.  Or,  2.  Hejball  magnify  the  law^  and  make  him 
{i,e.  Chrift)  honourable ;  and  fo  the  latter  claufc  of  the  vierfc 
is  a  promife  of  the  Father  unto  the  Son,  that,  upon  his  re* 
pairing  the  honour  of  the  law  by  his  humiliation,  he  would 
make  him  honourable  by  a  glorious  exaltation,  he  would  give 
him  •*  a  name  above  every  name."  But,  in  my  fubfequent 
difcourfe,  I  (hall  follow  the  reading  in  the  cranflation,  and  the 
fcofc  already  given  of  it. 

From 


i 


f. 


15a       Tfji  hr§hn  Laiif  M/^gnlfied  and  madiH&muriAlr, 

From  the  words  thus  opened,  I  obfcnre  this  comprchcoii 
dofliififi  almoCl  the  Came  with  the  words: 

•*  That  Chrtd,  3S  our  glorious  Suretj^^  having  mtgnified  ( 
!aw»  and  made  k  honourable*  the  Lord  Jehovah  dtci^i 
faimfelf  to  be  well  pk'«ifed  for  hie  nghteoufnefa  fake«* 

But  I  IhaU  divide  this  doflrine  into  thefc  two  : 

Tlrfit  '*  That  Chnft*  as  our  Surrty^  has  mngTiified  the  Uw^ ; 
made  it  honourable,  by  his  obedience  to  the  death-** 

Sttendip  *'  That  however  God  was  difpleafed  and  prorols 
with  the  fin  of  mar),  yrt  he  is  weU  plcafed  for  the  rig 
teoufnefs  fake  of  the  hlcfled  Surety.** 

[begin  with  the/ryJ  of  thefe,  viz,  '*  That  Chrift,  as 
Surety  of  lod  finnersi  has  magnified  the  law^  and  mide  \ 
htmourable/' 

.1  only  quote  two  fcripturefi  for  the, confirmation  of  thisj 
the  one  you  have,  Rom*  viii,  3.  4.  wh^^rc  the  apoftle  tells  yoU| 
that  through  the  facrifTce  and  fari^faftion  of  Chrift,  "  Gn  It 
condemned,  v^wA  the  righuoiifnefs  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  la 
us  i"  and  Rom*  x.  4-  Chxilt  h  there  faid  to  be  **  the  end 
of  the  Uw  for  righteoufDefs  unto  evtry  one  that  betiereth.^' 

I  Now,  in  difcourfing  this  do£lrine,  ot  this  branch  of  the 
cotnplfx  flr^ftrine,  1  fiiall,  through  divine  affiftance,  obfervc 
the  ordei  and  method  following. 

L  Suggcft  a  few  things  concerning  the  law,  and  how  it 
was  difpar^ged  by  the  (m  of  man. 

II.  Speak  a  little  of  the  glorious  perfon  who  undertakei 
the  reparation  of  it  as  our  Surety. 

III.  Inquire  what  may  be  imported  in  the  expreflion  of  hil 
magnifying  the  hw,  ;^ni|  making  it  honourable. 

IV.  How  he  magnifies  the  law,  and  what  way  he  takes  to 
make  it  honourable. 

V.  Give  the  reafons  of  the  doflrine. 

VI.  Make  fome  application. 

I.  Thtfirfi  thinp:  is,  to  fugg«"ft  a  few  pnrticu!ars  concern- 
ing the  /aiv  of  Godf  wliich  is  tlebafed  and  dilparaged  by  the 
fin  of  man. 

1//  then,  Ye  would  know,  that  tlie  law  here  princip:<lly  in- 
tended is  the  moral  law  of  the  ten  commandments,  at  fit  (I  en- 
graven upon  the  hearts  of  our  firft  parents  at  tlieir  creaticnj 
and  afterwards,  bccaufr*  that  edition  or  copy^cf  it  was  mucli 
I  obliteraieci 
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.obliterated  and  defaced  bj  the  faJl^  publiflied  to  Ifirael  from 
the  nottth  of  God  u^n  Mount  Siiiai»  and  written  upon  tablet 
of  ftone,  and  laid  up  in  the  ark  for  the  ufe  of  Ifirael;  This,-  * 
liay,  ja  the  law  here'  intended*  The  ceremonial  and  judicial 
hw  were  diings  peculiar  unto  the  Jewsy  or  commonwealcb  of* 
Ifirael  1  but  the  inoral  law  had  a  being  lb  foon  at  man  wat 
creatcsdt  and  it  Innding  upon  all  nations.  For  the  breach  of 
thit  bw  man. wat  oondemned,  and  all  hit  pofteritv  laid  under 
the  carfes  and  therefore  thit  mnft  be  the  law  which  Chtift^ 
at  our  Swrel^t  came  to  magnify  and  make  honourable.  And 
oonoeriratt  tt»  I  offer, 

2iUf9  Inac  At  moral  law  is  nothing  eHe  but  a  tranfcript 
of  die  origimd  holinefs.  and  purity  of  God't  nature.  God's 
efenlial  bolinefii  andcigbteoufneft  wat  -too  bright  and  dazzling 
a  pattern ibr  man,  twtn  in  a  ftate  of  innocency ;  and-  there- 
fitfc  be  tranlcribet  a  copf  of  it, .and  pifbircB  it  out  upon  the 
heart  of  man,  that  he  might  make  it  the  rule  of  hit  obe^ 
dience  in  heart  and  in  life,  requiring  him  to  be  holy  at  be  is* 
holf.  ' 

24fy$  The  law  being  a  copy  or  emanation  of  God^s  holi^ 
jiela  and  righteoufneft,  it  muft  be  dearer  to  him  dun  heaven 
and  earthy  or  the  whole  frame  of  nature.  Hence  it  dhat  of 
Chnft,  Mattb.  t.  17.  18.  **  Think  not  that  1  am  come  to  de- 
ftiDf -llie  law  and  the  propbets4  I  am  not  come  to  deftroyt 
but  to  fulfil.  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  Till  heaven  and  earth 
pafs»  one  Jot  or  tittle  (hall  in  no  ways  pa£s  from  the  law,  till 
sll  be  fuloiled."  Sirs,  whatever  mean  or  low  thoughtt  we 
may  have  of  the  law,  through  the  blindnefji  of  our  mindt, 
yet  I  can  affure  you,  that  it  is  fuch  a  facrcd  thing  with  God, 
that  he  will  fooner  unhinge  the  frame  of  nature,  and  reduce 
it  to  its  original  nothing*  than  fu£Rcr  it  to  be  trampled  upon 
by  finners,  without  (hewing  a  fuitable  refentmcnt. 

4tbfyf  This  law  was  given  to  our  firft  parents  under  the 
form  of  a  covenant ;  a  promiCe  of  life  being  made  to  them, 
upon  condition  of  their  yielding  a  perfeA  obedience ;  and.  a 
threatening  of  death  added,  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  *^  In  the 
day  thou  eateft,  thou  (halt  furely  ditr.**  In  this  covenant  Adam 
ftood  as  the  public  head  and  reprefentative  of  all  his  tjoftcri* 
ty :  had  he  continued  in  his  obedience  to  the  law  of  that  co- 
venant, eternal  life  had  been  conferred  on  him,  and  all  hit 
polterity,  by  virtue  of  the  promife  of  God ;  the  fum  and 
fnbftance  of  that  covenant  being,  as  the  apoftle  tells  us,  <<  the 
man  who  doth  thefe  things  (hall  live  by  them." 

S^tfyf  Man  being  left  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  will, 
1  through  the  flaUering  hiffes  of  the  old  ferpent,  <*  did  break 
-  the  law  of  God,**  and  fo  forfeited  his  title  to  life  by  virtue  of 
j        Vol.  III.  Jib  that 


juft,  and  good  \  and,  at  the  fame  timcj  difowned  G 
fovereign,  faying,  with  proud  Pharaoh,  **  Who  is  tl 
that  1  il\ould  obey  him  ?  I  myfelf  am  Lord,  and  ^ 
no  more  unto  thee."  In  a  word,  every  finj  erery  tran 
of  the  Uwi  IS  a  breaking  God's  bands,  and  a  cailing  1 
from  us,  and  a  faying  pra£kicaJfy,  '  Let  the  AUnighi 
from  us,  fdr  we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways 
nvfaat  an  infu^rable  a0iront  and  indignity  is  this,  f 
man  to  ofTf  r  unto  the  *^  high  and  Jofcy  One  that  tnhal 
nity  r*  and  what  a  wonder  is  it,  that  "  indignation  an 
tribulation,  and  anguiOi/*  docs  not  purfue  eveiy  tiaoei 
eternity  ? 

jMyf  The  law  being  Tiolated,  and  the  Lawgiver  a 
in  foch  a  way  as  haft  b^ea  hinied>  the  fal nation  of  6 
the  law,  and  the  works  of  it,  becomes  utterly  impofT 
ItSs  the  honour  of  the  law,  and  of  the  great  Lawgivi 
paired  and  reftored  fome  how  or  other.  It  is  among 
vcrfiblc  decrees  of  heaven,  that  '*  in  his  fight  no  fl< 
Jhall  be  juftified,"  unlcfs  the  holinefs  of  the  law 
cati^rd  by  a  perfcfl  obedience  to  it&  precept,  and  a 
fa  ti^  fad  ion  be  given  unto  juftice  for  the  injuries  doi 
honour  of  the  great  Lord  and  Lawgiver:  without  tl 
will  by  no  means  acquit  the  guilty/'  Thus  mati 
with  Adam  before  the  firft  promife  of  Chrifli  and  t 
tCTS  (land  with  all  his  poflerity,  until  we  fly  to  hin 
**  the  end  of  the  Jaw  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  ont 
lievcth/' 


the fUl,  fimsgt at FfiJ. xl. 7. 8.  ^Lol come,  in  the TolQfBe 
of  the  book  il  it  wikten  of  me;  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O 
my  God }  yea,  Aj  bw  is  vithiii  my  hearts"  Now,  tldt  is 
Ac  perfM  whd  ma^mfiet  die  bw  and  maket  it  hoaourable  $ 
aod  cooccffniiig  Ait  glonollt  perfon  we  find  maoy  great  thbg^ 
Ud  m  dut  chapter*    At, 

i.  That  he  ill  hb  Fathelr*t  feiVant,  at  Ver.  i.  <•  Behold  ay 
fetvaat  whbm  I  uphold.''  He  b  eflcndally  conGdered  <'  19 
the  form,of  God,  and  thinkt  it  not  robbeiy  to  be  equal  with 
Godp^  and  yet  ^  he  made  himfelf  of  n6  repntatioo^  and  took 
npoa  hina  the  fi>rm  of  a  Curvanr,  and,  as  a  ferrant^  he  had 
both  hb  work  and  fab  waget  appointed  him  by  hb  Father* 
Hb  wdrfc  waa»  to  redeem  the  loft  finoers  of  Adam't  family^ 
hj  hb  ohcdifacr  unto  death )  and  hb  wages  or  reward  wat^ 
hai  own  and  hb  Fatber't  f^vj^  and  our  iaiiration :  and  lbs 
Ob  ^J9f  that  Was  fet  before  hini,  be  endured  the  cro&,  de* 
fpifing  the  fhaaae,**  thinking  hb  tbirtj*three  years  fierfice 
Mi  a'Uttk  time,  for  the  love  he  bore  to  hb  Fadier's  honouc  ' 
nadonr  falration^  alluding  to  Jacob's  ierrice  for  RaeheL 

a.  We  are  here  told  of  him,  that  he  b  hb  Father't  eleft^ 
ver.  I.  **  Behold  my  fervaot  whom  I  uphold,"  mine  dcd^ 
that  b^  my  chofen  one,  according  to  that^  Pbl.  Ixxxix.  Z9* 
^  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  b  mighty ;  I  have  exalted 
one  cttofen  out  of  the  people."  He  was  elefted  by  hb 
Fatherland  we  are  ele&ed  in  him^  £pb.  i.  4.  **  He  hath  diofeoL 
us  in  him,  befoire  the  foundation  df  the  world."  Oh,  Sirs ! 
letGod's  ded,.or  chofen  redeemer,  be  our  choica'alfo.  The  rea- 
foii  why  hb  Father  choTe  him»  and  fet  him  up  from  everbfting^ 
was,  none  other  was  fit  for  the  undertakings  none  other  wai 
capdbk  to  bear  the  weight  t)f  that  fervice,  but  he  alone. 

3.  We  ar^  told  that  he  b  his  Father's  darling  or  delight^ 
ver.  I.  ''  Behold  my  fervadt  whom  I  uphold^  mine  eled  in 
whom  my  foiil  delighteth.'^  Agreeablo  to.  this  b  that  which 
Chri^  under  the  notion  of  th^  wifdom  of  God,  tells  us  con« 
ceming  himfdf,  Proy.  viii.  *'  I  was  by  him  as  one  brought 
up  with  him^  and  I  was  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing  alwayii 
kefere  him."  Oh,  Sirs !  let  it  fill  us  with  wonder  and  admi- 
ration  at  the  love  of  God  to  loft  fioners,  that  he  {hould  take 
hb  beloved  Son,  his  only  Son,  the  Son  of  hb  bofom  and  de- 
IfgbCy  aod  give  him  to  the  death  fot  us  finners,  that  he  might  ' 
repab  the  honour  of  the  law,  at  the  expence  of  his  UohmL 
diac  fo  we  might  be  faved  in  a  confiftency  with  the  law  ana 
joitice  of  God;/'  thb  b  the  Lord's  doing,"  and  may  juftly 
be  ^  marvellous  in  our  eyes." 

4.  We  are  told  concerning  thb  perfon,  who  fiaagnified  the    . 
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law  as  our  SuretTji  that  he  is  cjualified  by  his  Father  for  tit 
work  and  fervke  of  redemption,  hj  the  anoiDting  of  the  ctei 
nal  Spirit,  ver.  i-  "  1  will  pne^cny  fpirit  upon  him,  God 
even  his  God*  Hath  anoinred  him  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  ahoii 
all  liis  fellows,"  There  is  a  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  in  him,  i 
the  head  of  the  mjAical  body,  that  out  of  his  lulneis  li 
might  receive  grace  for  gracCj  and  becaafe  of  the  favour  a 
this  good  ointment,  his  "  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forihj 

5.  He  is  one  whofe  commiffion  is  very  extenfivc;  for  m, 
are  told  in  the  clofe  of  ver-  I  *  that  he  fhaTl  "  bring  forlj 
judgement  to  the  Gentiles*"  The  eternal  coutifets  of  he^ 
ven,  here  called  judgement,  w^re  to  be  publiihed,  not  onl^ 
to  the  Jews,  but  even  to  the  Gentiles,  who  were  **  aliens  t 
the  commonwealth  of  Ifraey  for  many  hundred  years-  I  wlj 
not  only  give  him  "  to  raifc  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  and  I 
reftore  the  pn;ferx*ed  of  Ifrael  1"  but  alfo  to  be  "  a  light  uul 
the* Gentiles,  and  to  be  God's  falvation  unto  the.  ends  of  til 
earth  i"  Oh  !  that  now^  when  this  prophecy  is  turned  int 
hiftory,  there  may  be  a  (locking  of  the  poor  Gentiles  ioto  thi 
"  enfigti  that  i^  fet  up  unto  the  nations  ;  Chrirt  preached  on 
to  the  Gentiles"  is  a  part  of  the  incredible  '*  myftery  of  gM 
Knefs." 

6.  We  are  told  of  him,  that  he  was  to  be  a  meek  and  Ic^ 
\f  Saviour,  and  that  he  would  m^age  and  carry  on  his  wor 
withotit  much  nwfe,  ver.  2.  "He  fliall  not  cry,  nor  lii 
up,  nor  caufe  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  flreet." 

7.  That  he  was  to  be  very  tender  and  compaffionate  toward 
his  poor  people,  particularly  the  weaklings  of  his  fiocl 
ver.  3*  '*  a  bruifed  reed  fhall  he  not  break,  and  the  fmokio 
ftax  Ihall  he  not  quench;**  he  will  not  difcourage  or  defpii 
the  leafl  degree  or  beginnings  of  faith,  love,  or  obedience;  o< 
**  he  (hall  feed  his  flock  like  a  fhepherd,  he  ihali  gather  tl 
lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bofom,  and  (ha 
gently  lead  thofe  that  are  with  young," 

8.  That  he  would  be  vidorious  and  fuccefsful  in  his  worl 
maugre  all  the  oppofition  that  (bould  lie  in  his  way,  eitb 
from  hcaVen,  earth,  or  hell,  ver.  3.  4.  "He  fliall  bring  fori 
judgement  unto  truth.  He  fliall  not  fail,  nor  be  difcourage< 
till  i>e  have  fet  judgement  in  the  earth." 

9.  We  are  told  of  him,  that  he  would  bear  his  Fathei 
coiamiffion,  and  be  fuflained  in  his  work  by  the  right  hai 
of  his  power,  ver,  6r"  1  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in  right 
oafnefs,  and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep  thee.*'  I 
did  not  iniiudt  hirsifelf  into  the  w^ork  of  the  miniftry,  or  n 
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Mob  bnt  he  wm  ^  called  of  God,  is  was  Atroa,^ 


■I  kiM  adlBd»  he  WM  aot  left  alone. 

10.  Wi  m  ttU  of  him,  that  he  is  the  free  ^  of  God 
BIS  •  loft  itaU|  in  thexlofe  of  ver.  &  ^  and  give  thee  for 
IP  wnaof  of  the  peoph^**  hiibiiiiicfa,  thmt  whofoerer  believes 
I  hfaBy  how  0  fimu  intiBreft  in  this  oovenaot  of  gnoe  and 
BwifiB^oildman&faioiiietcks  of  Dftvid.  WhoToever 
finresio  hany  tad  trnfts  ood  ctediu  him  with  his  eternal 
B|  whofin^lRr  receives  him  as  the  onfpeakable  gi&  of  God, 
■jr  tmvel  thcongh  the  wide  covenant,  and  pidL  i^  there 
Aaaevor  he  finds  &r  his  ufe,  £17101^  '*  This  is  mine,  and 
kat  is  mine,  and  all  is  mine,  becaule  Chrift  is  mine,  as  the 
ne  gift  of  God.' 

!!•  We  an  tdd  of  him,  that  he  would  be  the  light  of  the 
Roiid,  and  particularlj  a  light  to  the  poor  Gentiles,  who 
alio  long  fitten  in  the  repoos  and  Ifaadow  of  death,  vet.  6. 
kttf  I  will  giVie  him  ^  for  a  light  of  the  Gentiles/'  ver.  7. 
'  to  open  the  blind  ejes."  Chrift  is  the  true  '<San  of  righte- 
afiieis,  the  light  of  the  world,''  and  every  man  has  as  good  a 
ide  to  make  ufe  of  him  for  all  the  ends  of  his  falvation,-  as  be 
las  to  make  ufe  of  the  light  of  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  to 
rhich  every  man  is  born  heir,  be  he  rich  or  poor,  noble  or 
gnoble,  faint  or  fmner.  Oh  Sirs,  uke  in  the  light  of  the 
ian  of  righteoufnels  into  your  underftandings^  and  you  will 
bd  **  heading  under  his  wings." 

12.  We  are  told  of  him,  that  he  would  loofe  the  devil's 
irifoners,  ver.  7.  He  fliall  **  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the 
irifon,  and  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out  of  the  prifon^boufe." 
iinnersy  they  are  the  lawful  captives  of  hell,  and  the  devil 
Ins  law  and  juftice  on  his  fide  againil  all  mankind,  to  detain 
them  in  the  bonds  of  iniquity,  as  God's  jailor :  We11>  but 
Chrift  he  magnifies  the  law,  and  makes  it  honourable,  and 
the  great  Judge  is  **  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake  ;" 
aod  therefore  he  fays,  in  a  day  of  power,  to  the  poor  prifon- 
ew,  *«  Go  free."  And  thus  you  fee  who  and  what  he  is, 
from  the  context,  who  is  here  faid  to  tnagnify  the  law. 

III.  The.  third  thing  propofed,  was  to  inquire  what  is 
imported  in  his  magnifying  the  taw,  and  mating  it  honour^ 

Aufw.  There  are  thefc  few  things  fuppofed  or  implied  in 
the  expreflion. 

Firjf^  As  you  were  hearing,  it  fuppofes  tliat  the  law  is 
broken,  and  thereby  the  greeted  indignity  done  to  it,  and  to 
^im  who  gave  it.     Hence  fin,  which  is  a  tranfgreflion  of  the 
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law,  IS  edited  a  cading  of  God*s  counfet  behind  our  backs 
we  do  with  a  thing  that  we  naufeate  and  difdatn.  The  fii 
difdains  to  be  under  the  government  of  the  law  of  God, 
fets  tip  his  own  Itifls  and  corrupt  incU nations  ia  the  n 
thereof,  and  what  greater  ignommy  and  difgraoe  can  be 
upon  the  rojal  law  of  heav^eiip 

Secondij^  The  exprdSon  implies  or  fuppofcs^  that  G 
the  great  Lawgrivcr,  ilands  upon  re p:i ration  ;  he  will  \ 
his  hw  vindicated,  and  the  honour  of  it  repaired,  othen 
no  flelk  living  can  be  faved*  Oh  thac  this  wer«  but  i 
weighed  bj  tinners  who  have  broken  the  law  times  and  ^ 
without  number !  If  reparation  be  not  made  to  the  t 
law,  for  the  tranrgreHion  thereof,  it  {lands  as  an  eternal 
in  the  way  of  our  falvation.  Now,  are  you  capable  to  y 
k  a  perfe^l  obedience  after  you  have  broken  it  ?  or  can 
fatisfy  the  penalty  of  it^  and  make  an  atonement  unto 
ticc  ? 

Thirdly f  It  implies,  that  ma^,  ^ho  has  broken  the  1 
is  utterly  incapable  to  repair  its  honour,  or  to  fatisfy  jufl 
Indeed  every  legalift  is  attempting  it,  but  alas  he  walks  i 
irain  (hew,  he  walks  in  the  light  of  his  fire,  and  in  th«  fpa 
that  he  has  kindled,  and  then  lies  down  in  for  row.  He 
wearies  himfelf  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  way,  for  his  w 
cannot  become  garments,  neither  fhall  he  cover  himfelf  v 
his  works ;  for  **  by  the  works  of  the  law  fhall  no  fleft 
joftificd." 

Fourthly f  It  implies,  that  God,  the  great  Lawgiver, 
mils  of  the  ^*  fubftitution  of  a  Surety  in  the  room  of  the 
ner,"  otherwife  he  could  hot  magnify  the  law  in  our  n 
and  (lead.  Sirs,  if  God  had  fl6od  to  the  rigour  of  his  1 
according  to  the  tenour  of  the  firft  covenant,  "  in  the 
thou  eateft  thereof  thou  fhalt  furely  die,  he  would  have 
aded  reparation  of  us  in  our  own  perfons  ;  in  which  cafe, 
fliould  have  fallen  an  eternal  facri^ce  into  the  hands  of  a\ 
ging  wrath  and  juftice  :  but,  glory  to  his  name,  he  difpei 
with  the  rigour  of  his  law,  and  admits  a  Surety,  and 
only  admits  of  a  Surety,  but  provides  a  fponfible  one  too 
us.  "  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty :  I  h 
found  David  my  fervant." 

Fifthly,  It  implies,  that  Chrifl,  as  our  Surety,  aftually 
his  neck  under  the  yoke  of  the  divine  law.     Though  he 
no  debtor  to  the  law,  either  as  to  its  precept  or  penalty, 
he  bowed  his  glorious  head,  that  that  heavy  yoke  might 
wreathed  abort  his  neck  for  us.  Hence  is  that  of  the  apo 
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redeem  tbem  that  were  under  the  kw/' 

SiatiUj^,  It  implies^  that  the  holy  law  b  no  lofer  by  Ghrift*^ 
jiiMitiinmi  in  our  room ;  no,  it  has  all  that  it  demanded  in 
ordef  hfcki.fitfiflfiiftioDi  Did  the  law  demand  holinefii,  and 
perfieft  hoUne&y  in  our  nature  ?  Well,  it  hath  its  demand  ia 
Chril^  fiur  be  was  originally  holy ;  he  is  without  the  ftain  or 
defilement  of  original  fin :  ^  That  holy  thing  which  ihall  bo 
bom  of  tbee  Ihall  be  called  the  Son  of  G^*'  Luke  i.  35, 
^  He  waa  holy,  harmlels,  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners.** 
Did  die  law  demand  perfeft  obedience  unto  its  commands  ? 
WeB^  «M  it  hadi  in  Chrift ;  br  he  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs. 
^  Htf  di^  IM>  yiolence,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  moudi.'^ 
Did  dM  kw  demand' latisfadion  to  juftice,  or  the  ezecudon 
of  ito  penltj  ?  Welly  it  hath  its  demand  in  him :  for  ^  he 
wm  woQoded  finr  our  trahf^^reffions ;  the  juft  fuffered  for  the 
nojvfl^  Ibat  he  might  brmg  us  to  God.^  Thus  the  law 
lofai  aochbg  by  GbriftV  fubftitution,  but  hath  all  tliat  it  rcr 
^pinedv 

S^vHUUj,  Itimplies,  that  the  holy  law,  ioftead  of  being  a 
Mer,  gams  an  additional  hoi^our  and  glory  by  the  righteouf- 
nds  ofthe  Surety.  Never  had  the  law  fuch*a  fubjefi:  before,^ 
asvfts  own  Lord  who  made  it.  Suppofe  the  finlefs  obedience 
of  Adam  and  all  his  pofterity,  and  the  obedience  of  all  the 
logda  in  heaven,  and  of  all  creatures  were  put  together,  and 
this  obedience  continued  through  eternity,  yet  this  could  not 
magnify  the  law,  or  make  it  honourable ;  becaufe  the  obe- 
dieoee  of  creatures  is  nothing  but  what  they  owe  in  juftice 
to  the  law  of  their  great  Creator :  But  here  we  have  the 
great  Lord  of  angels  and  men,  whofe  will  is  a  law  to  them 
in,  yidding  obedience  to  the  law  in  our  room  :  This  furely 
idds  ft  new  luflre  and  an  additional  glory  to  the  law,  which  it 
nerer  had  before.  And  thus  you  fee  what  is  implied  in 
Cbfijfs  magnifying  the  iaw,  and  mating  it  honourable. 
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Is  A,  xlu*  21* — The  Lord  iV  well  plea/ed/or  bis  rightcmfm^^ 
Jidi  i  he  will  magnify  the  ia-w^  and  makt  it  hofmurabkM 

THE  SECOND  SERMt3N  OH  THIS  TEXT, 


IVt  ^"T^V^.  fourth  thing  in  the  mctliod  was  to  inquire,  flo" 
A       ij  it  that  Chrifl  magnifies  the  iaiVp  and  makes 
hon^urahie  f 

Now,  for  clearing  this  matter^  I  would  have  you  to  coaj 
fideti  that  the  motiil  l»w  cooie3  under  a  twofold  confide] 
tioD  ;  it  may  be  coniiUeted  as  ai  covenant,  and  as  ii.  rule  of  lift 
As  ^  covenant^  promiiing  the  reward  of  life  eternal  to  ey 
one  that  yields  a  perfect  obedience  Co  its  commandments,  «mi 
threatening  death  eternal  to  every  one  that  fails  in  the  per* 
form&nce  of  this  coadittOD  i  or  it  may  be  confide  red  as  a  rEle 
of  obedier^ce,  fimply  prefcribing^  the  duty  which  the  ratiouil 
creature  owes  unto  God,  its  great  Creator,  and  Prefervcr, 
and  Benefaflor,  without  any  proniife  of  Uie  or  threatening^ 
death  annexed  to  it^  which  gives  it  its  covenant  form.  Now^ 
ChriA  magtiified  the  law,  aiid  made  it  honourable,  under  hodi 
thcfe  views  and  coniiderations* 

Firji^  As  a  covenant,  he  magniJ^es  it,  and  makes,  it  honour* 
able ;  and  this  he  did,  by  fulfilling  all  its  demands,  A^  1 
hinted  already,  there  were  three  things  which  the  law  infills 
upon  from  fallen  man,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant-tranfadion 
between  G^d  and  Adam  in  a  Rate  of  innocency.  i.  HQline£i 
4if  nature,  l.  Rightcoufnefs  of  life.  ^^  Satijifadion  for  fin 
and  difobedience :  None  pf  which  we  are  in  the  lead  cv 
pable  to  afford ;  but  every  one  of  them  is  completely  afforde^ 
in  Chrift. 

X.  I  fay,  the  law^  as  a  covenant,  demands  of  us  a  perfeft 
holinefs  and  reftitude  in  our  very  natures.  This  God  gave 
unto  Adam  in  innocency  ;  for  he  made  him  upright  after  his 
own  image.  This  nprightncfs  and  integrity  of  nature  was 
quite  loll  by  the  fall ;  we  are  "  conceived  in  fin,  and  fliapen 
in  iniquity  :  the  whole  head  is  fick,  and  tlie  whole  heart 
faint :  from  the  fole  of  the  foot,  even  unto  the  head,  there  is 
nothing  but  wounds,  and  bruifes,  and  putrifying  fores.'* 
Hence  we  arc  "  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath  :"  fo  iha! 
the  law  cannot  find  a  holy,  pure,  and  innocent  nature,  amonj 
I  an] 
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icaj  ^miig  of  Adam  bj  natarsd  generadoD.  But  this  de* 
naand  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  jChrifly  the  £econd  Adam,  ai 
the  public  head  9nd  reprefentatlve  of  his  fpiritual  feed ;  for 
^  he  was  conceived  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the 
ivomb  of  the  virgin^  and  bom  of  her  without  fin :''  Luke  i.  35* 
**  That  holy  thing  which  (hall  be  bom  of  thee."  That 
holy  thing,  that  is,  that  innocent  human  hatiire  which  (hall 
be  born  of  thee.  Heb.  vii.  l6.  He  is  **  holy,  harmleis,.  un- 
defiled,  feparate  from  finners.'*  The  law  'requires  of  evexy 
ion  of  Adam,  that  he  fhoiild  have  a  nature  as  Upright  and 
holy  as  that  which  he  received  from  Crod,  the  great  Lawgiver; 
at  hia  creation.  This  is  abfolutely  impdifible  for  us  to  give, 
but  it  is  found  in  Chrift ;  for  in  him  the  human  nature  is  aU 
fo  reftored  unto  its  integrity  and  perfeftion ;  and  every  be- 
liever being  in  him,  as  their  public  head  and  reprefentadve^ 
they  are  In  thte  reckoning  of  the  law  bom  holy  in  Chrift,  the 
ftoond  Adam,  even  as  they  were  created  holy  in  the  firft 
Adam*  Hence  believers  are  jfaid  to  be  complete  in  him^ 
Col.  iL  Id.  They  have  a  complete  holinefs  of  nature  in  him. 
This,  according  to  the  demand  of  the  law^  is  continued  in 
Chrift :  for  the  law  not  only  demands  that  our  nature  ihould 
be  holy,  but  that  we  ihould  perfevere  and  continue  in  this 
condition.  Now,  this  demand  of  the  law  is  fully  anfwered  in 
Chrift;  for  in  him  our  nature  continues  to  be  perfe£tly 
holy  for  ever,  however  unholy  it  may  be  ki  us,  perfonally  cr 
abftra£ily  coniidered  :  and  God  lookingupon  our  nature,  as  it 
is  in  him,  not  as  it  is  in  us,  fees  us  altogether  fair  and  perfe£fc 
ih  holinefa  in  him,  not  in  the  lead  marred  :  according  to  what 
we  have.  Cant-  iv.  7.  "  ihou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  there  is 
no  fpot  in  thee."  And  thus,  this  firft  demand  of  the  law  is 
fulfilled  in  Chrift,  as  to  the  pcrfe£i  holirtcfs  of  our  nature. 

2.  The  law  not  only  demands  a  perfect  holinefs  of  nature,  but 
alio  a  perfed  and  finlefs  obedience  of  life.  The  language  of 
Aelaw,  as  a  covenant,  unto  all  the  ft>ns  of  Adam,  is,  '*  He 
that  doth  thefe  things  (hall  live  by  them.  If  thou  wilt  entcf 
ihto  life,  keep  the  commandments."  We  miift  "  continue 
iii  all  (hings  which  are  Written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them."  But  now  this  demand  of  the  law  cannot  be  anfwered 
orfulfilled  by  us  ;  for  *  no  mere  rhah,  (ince  the  fall^  is  able  per- 
fedly  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  buc  doth  daily 
break  them  in  thought,  word,  and  deed  :*  Out  nature,  as  you 
were  hearing,  being  wholly  corrupted,  every  thought  and  ima- 
gination is  evil  only  and  continually.  Now,  although  this 
a&ive,  perfeft  obedience  by  the  law,  cannot  be  yielded  by  any 
of  mankind,  d^fccnding  from  Adam  by  natural  generations 
TbL.  IIL  C  c  yc^ 
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yet  it  hith  its  demand  from  Chnll,  oar  gloriaus  Surfty,  Head, 
and  Reprcfentative.  The  law  recj  aired  of  as,  that  our  ob-dicnte 
ihould  be  univerfil,  perfcft,  and  conftaot:  thefe  arc  all  to  be 
found  in  the  obedience  our  Surety  yielded  unto  it.    For^ 

(f.)  Hifi  obedience  to  the  bvir  as  cut  Surety  is  uniTerfal  j 
all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  mufl  be  obeyed  :  if 
ther^  be  the  leaO:  failure  of  obedience  as  to  any  one  jot^  or  anj 
the  leaA  of  its  commandnientSf  it  lays  the  man  under  the 
curfe.  Now,  1  fay,  Chrtfl  did  every  thing  that  the  law  re- 
quired ;  he  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs  ;  he  did  ''  no  viclencef 
neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth." 

(i,)  His  obedience  to  the  law  was  every  way  perfe^  a$  t^ 
the  manner.  The  law  required  that  wc  not  only  do  every 
thing  tliac  it  requireSj  but  that  we  "  lo?c  the  Lord*  fl«J  firvi 
hintj  with  alt  the  heart,  and  with  all  the  foul,  and  with  aU  the 
1\rength,  and  with  all  the  mind,  and  our  neighbour  as  mf 
folvts-''  Dh  1  who  among  all  Adam's  race  can  obey  and  loft 
the  Lord  after  this  manner  ?  Well,  but  this  is  done  in  Chrift ; 
love  10  God  ami  man  Huned  to  its  perfection  in  him,  and  ia 
the  whok  courfe  of  his  obedience. 

{3,)  His  obedience  was  conftant,  and  continued  unto  the 
very  end.     Thus  the  law  required  that  we  fhouUl  not  onlf 
do  all  tliinjjs,  but  *^  continue  in  all  things  which  are  written  , 
in  the  hook  of  the  law  to  do  them/*     Man  '^  being  in  honouf  I 
continueth  not ;''  a^^d  in  the  bed  ilate,  in  hi^  be  ft  framesi  can-  ' 
not  continue  in  fuch  an  univerftil  and  pcrfcft  obedience,  11 
the  law  reqaircSj  for  one  moment  \  hut  Chriftj  our  gloriotis 
Surety,  cotKinutd  in  an  uni  vex  fill  and  perfc^  obedience  ta 
the  very  end ;  from  his  birth  to  the  grave  ;  from  hi&  womb 
to  the  tomb*     Hence  we  are  told,  Philip,  ii.  8<     That  he  was 
6hedufil  h  death  /  and  John  xvii-  That   he  finipxd  tht  vmi 
which  thrr  Farh^r  p-^ve  \\\\r\  fn- J--}.     Tlius  you  lee  the  law  is 
magnified  and  made  honourable,  as  to  this  demand  of  rightc^ 
oufnefs  of  life,  in  Chrift  our  glorious  Surety :  and  this  is  what 
divines  commonly  call  his  a5live  obedience. 

3.  Another  thing  that  the  law  demands  of  fallen  man,  is* 
complete  fatisfaftion  unto  juftice/  in  coiifequcnce  of  the  pe- 
nalty or  fentence  of  the  law  ;  *'  In  the  d^y  thou  eateft  thereof^ 
thou  ftialt  furely  die."  The  veracity  and  faithfulnefs  of  God 
was  engaged  in  this  threatening,  and  juftice  ftood.upon  its  etc* 
cution,  infomuch  that  without  death,  or  fliedding  of  bloodj 
there  could  be  no  rcmifHon  of  fin.  Now,  fuppofing  that  the 
threatening  of  death  temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal,  had  beet 
executed  upon  Adam  and  his  pofterity  for  ever,  the  law  am 
juftice  of  God  would  have  been  glorified  in  our  ruin ;  bu 
yet  it  could  never  have  been  faid,  clia^the  law  and  juftice  0 
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•d#efe  (adfeficd,  fiit  kCi  comid  they  baiYc  been  magnified  and 
■de  limioiitable :  bnt  bf  the  death  and  fnfferings  of  the 
m  of  G6d  10  oar  rOom  and  ftead,  the  penalty  of  the  law  is 
\  fiiUOcd,  and  die  jwftice  of  God  fo  folly  fati&fied,  that  the 
Old  TdM^vah  dedalrcs  htmlelf  WiU  flw/id/mr  Us  rigbtioujnefi 
h^  the  lam  being  thereby  mtm^d  mmi  nuuk  hmourabie.  It 
IS  the  »aii.w&  is  God's  k11ow»  and  who  thinks  << it  not 
ibbery  to  be  eqval  with  God/'  who  beeame  a  carre  and  a 
hqnfioe  for  na.  Xhe  heft  blood  of  the  whole  creation  goes 
ar  die  fctJafiUSKon  of  law  and  juftice.  And  thus  you 
le  hoir  all  die  demands  of  the  iaW  are  fatisfied  to  the  full 
iChrift ;  and  thus  he  magnifies  the  law  to  the  full  ad  a  co- 


Chrift  magnifies  the  law,  not  only  as  a  core- 
I  but  likeirife  as  a  rule  of  life ,  and  this  he  doth  feyeral 
Mja. 

It  By  writing  a  fair  c^py  of  obedience  to  it,  in  his  own 
nnple»  for  the  imitation  of  all  liis  followers.  Chrift  calls  the 
iw^  as  a  rule  of  obedience,  his  yokcf  **  Take  my  yoke  upon 
OB ;!"  and  to  make  the  yoke  eafy  t6  his  friends^  be  firft  wears 
:,  and  fmoothes  it  himfclf,  that  it  might  not  gall  their  necks  \ 
ence  we  are  told,  that  he  has  left  '*  us  an  example  that  we 
lould  folbw  his  fteps ;"  and  we  are  fo  to  walk  even  as  he 
ralked,  to  follow  him,  and  to  run  our  race  looking  unto  him, 
s  our  glorious  Pattern  of  obedience.  We  muft  be  holy,  *<as 
e  that  bath  called  us  is  holy." 

a.  By  explaining  it  in  its  utmoft  extent,  for  as  David  tells 
J, ''  it  is  exceeding  broad."  The  Jewifii  do£lors,  in  order 
oeftabliOi  a  rightcoufnefs  of  their  own,  they  pared  off  the 
piritaalfty  of  the  law,  and  confined  the  meaning  of  it  to  the 
are  letter ;  but  Chrift,  in  his  fermon  upon  the  mount,  vin- 
icates  the  law  from  thefe  nanow  and  corrupt  glofles,  and 
lyi  it  open  in  its  extent  and  fpirituality,  fliewingi  that  the 
IV  of  God  not  only  concerned  the  external  man,  or  overt 
As  of  the  lif<f,  but  reached  the  heart,  and  the  innermoit  re« 
e^  of  the  foul,  as  you  fee,  Matth.  v.  where  he  tells  them, 
bat  rafli  anger  was  murder  in  the  eye  of  the  holy  law,  and 
hat  a  lafctTious  look  towards  a  woman  was  heart-adultery, 
md  the  like. 

3.  By  etiablift*ing  the  obligation  of  it  as  a  rule  of  obedience 
mtojall  his  followers*  Although  indeed  he  diflbives  the  obli- 
;ation  of  it  as  a  covenant  to  all  believers,  fo  as  they  are  nei- 
her  to  be  juftified  nor  condemned  by  it,  yet  he  eftablifties  it, 
far,  as  a  rule  of  duty  even  to  believers,  as  well  as  others, 
'  Tnink  not  that  I  am  come  to  deftroy  the  law  or  the  prophets, 
ay,  I  am  not  come  10  deftroy,  but  to  fulfil  it,''  Matth.  v.  17. 

Rom? 


^04  ^^  hf^tm  Z^mr  Magnified  ami  m^  H^msr^ltm 
KoRi.  ill.  ar  the  clotc,  **  ^^  ve  then  ro^kc  ro?iJ  the  law  throufl 
ftiih  ?  G<K*  forbid  :  yea,  wc  cftibiiih  the  Uw,**  The  law  ij 
now  dctirsrcd  to  us  in  the  hand  of  »  Mediator  -,  it  has  loft  no- 
tbiAg  of  its  onginaJ  sutboTiiv  as  coming  from  a  God-oreatOT, 
but  thU  b>r  of  the  CieatoT  rccctrrs  an  additional  aaihon tjr,  as 
being  iflucd  to  tis  rhrough  a  God-redee«ncr, 

4*f*j  WTftjiTg  it  upon  the  heart  of  aU  his  followerst  bf  the 
finger  of  his  eremal  Spiiit^  according  to  tbat  promifcj  Jcr. 
jucxi.  33*  ^*  I  will  put  my  law  in  their  mward  parts,  i^nd  write 
it  in  their  hearts,  and  will  be  their  God,  and  they  ihall  be  rof 
people."  When  ever  a  foul  is  called  etTcftually  by  the  word 
and  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he,  that  momcPC,  inlaj 3  a  principle  of 
holineft,  or  conformUy  to  the  Jawj  in  its  heart  *  hence  *it 
thefe  breathings  of  foul  after  obedience  to  it,  tbat  we  find  fo 
fretjueni  among  the  faints  ;  **  Lrt  my  heart  be  found  in  thf 
Aatutes^  O  that  my  ways  were  dirccled  to  keep  thy  Itatuta; 
HoM  up  my  goings  in  thy  paih^^  that  my  footfteps  % 
not/' 

5.  By  enforcing  obedience  to  the  law  among  all  his  follow- 
ers, by  rtron^cT  motives  than  the  law  iifdf,  abftraftly  confidcr^ 
edy  could  afford.  Death,  hell,  and  ruin  are  the  principal  mo- 
tives that  the  law  makes  ufe  of  in  exa£ting  obedience  frofli 
fallen  man :  *'  In  the  day  that  thou  eated  thereof,  thou  (halt 
furely  die ;  The  foul  that  finneth  it  fiiall  die  :  Indignation  aoA 
wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifli,  upon  every  foul  of  man  that 
doth  evil."  But  now  Chriit  in  the  gofpei  does  not  drag  but 
draws  the  foul  fweetly  into  the  ways  of  obedience,  by  the  con-' 
iicferation  of  redeeming  |ove ;  he  draws  them"  with  the  "  cord* 
of  a  man,  and  with  the  bands  of  love  :  Thelove  of  Chrift  con- 
ftrains  me  (fays  Paul;)  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  command* 
mcnts."  He  fcts  them  at  liberty  from  wrath,  and  the  curfc, 
and  then  c^lls  them  **  to  fcrvc  him  without  fear,  in  holinefs  an4 
rightcoufncfs  all  the  days  of  their  life  i"  and  fo  he  makes  his  yote 
eafy,  and  his  burden  light. 

6.  By  actuating  them  in  their  obedience  to  the  law  by  hi^ 
own  Spirit,  according  to  that  promife  of  the  covenant,  £zek* 
xxivi.  27.  *'  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you 
to  walk  in  my  flatutes,  and  ye  fhall  keep  my  judgements,  and 
do  them."  Hereby  they  are  made  to  Itudy  holmefs  "  in  all 
manner  of  converfation,"  and  the  light  of  their  obedience 
and  holinefs  in  their  walk  fliiqes  forth,  fo  as  others  feeing  their 
good  works,  arc  made  to  •'  glorify  their  Fathcir  which  is  in 
heaven." 

Thus  you  fee  how  Chrift  magnifies  the  law,  and  makes  it 
honourable,  as  a  covenant,  fulfilling  the  righteoufnefs  of  it  in 
his  own  f  erfon,  as  our  Surety,  and  as  a  rule  of  obedience  in  the 
^'  hcarti 


md lifetof  bl* folbwen ;  though  indeed  I  think  it  is 
iiithe  firftfaife  Ait  Ac  irords  vn  principallj  to  be  underftood, 
\  mean  the  bv  ai  a  cof entnt,  as  feems  pinn  from  the  other 
dasfeof  the  verfe  compared  with  this»  Tte  Lord  is  vfM  flea- 
fifir  hh  rigbUorfmfs pJ^ ;  not  for  the  fake  of  our  obedience, 
bat  for  the  uke  of  his  rigbtewfmfsy  tit  Lord  is  %$)eUpl$afid. 

V.  ThcJ^  tlung  in  the  method  was,  to  ifiqmr0  into  iis  rem* 
^Jm  ff  tih  ABrim  ;  miy  is  H  that  Cbrjfl  ieib  magnify  tht  law,  and 
ataks  kt  hMtatnrahkm 
^  Unto  dut  I  anfwer  in  thefe  particulars. 

tft.  He  did  it  fitim  the  re||trd  he  had  to.  his  Father's  ho- 
Boar  and  attthoritjt  affronted  m  the  violation  of  the  law.  The 
faefrigntjt'holinefSt  juftice,  and  other  perfeAions  of  Gddy 
Mte  dcMfed,  his  government  difturbcd  in  the  breach  of  the 
bv.^  Now,  that  he  might  reftore  that  honour  to  God  which 
It  cook  not  away,  he  would  magnify  the  law,  and  mahs  it  ho^ 
mmaUt:  hence  Ke  could  fay  to  his  Father,  when  he  had  finiOied 
Us  work,  ^  Father,  I  have  glorified  tbee  upon  earth/^  where 
Ic  was  diflionoured  by  the  Ijn  of  man- 

Tdlu  He  did  it  out  of  love  that  he  bore  to  our  falvation, 
vhtch  could  not  be  accompHlhed,  without  the  penalty  of  the 
hw  had  been  endureds  and  the  precept  of  it  obeyed.  The 
faw  and  juftice  of  God  w^s  ready  to  fall  upon  us,  but  he  fea- 
tinably  interpofed,  faying,  **  Lo  I  I  come,"  &c. 

^dijfj  Becaufe  he  was  ordained  of  God  from  eternity  for  this 
irork  and  fervice,  he  was  fet  up  for  it  by  the  decree  and  ordina- 
tion of  heaven,  and  he  did  alw.iys  thcie  things  that  pleafedhis 
Father. 

^thijf  Becaufe  he  had  given  his  engap^emcnt  in  the  council 
of  peace;  he  entered  his  name  in  the  volume  of  God's  book, 
and  had  his  ear  bored  as  his  Father*s  fcrvant  for  this  v/orlc; 
uid  having  fworn  or  promifed  to  his  own  hurt,  he  would  not 
change.  It  was  upon  the  credit  of  this  engagement  of  Chril't 
tofatisfy  law  and  jullice,  th:^t  ali  the  Old  TclUment  falnrs  wcic 
admitted  into  heaven  ;  and  if  he  had  not  fuldljed  his  underta- 
king,  they  had  been  turned  out  of  heaven  again,  in  among  the 
damned  :  but  his  Father  knew  that  he  was  match  for  his  work, 
and  that  he  would  not  **  faint  nor  be  difcouraged,  till  he  had 
ftt  judgement  in  the  earth." 

Sfhiy^  lie  magnified  the  l.iw  a*;  a  covenant,  that  "  we  might 
be  freed  from  it,"  in  its  covenant-form,  and  curfe,  Gal.  iv.  4. 
He  was  **  made  under  the  law  to  rcdtrcm  them  that  were  un- 
der the  law."  Rom.  vii.  4.  "  Ye  arc  dead  to  the  law  by  the 
body  of  Chrift." 

6th{vj  Hp  magnified  the  law,  and  made  -it  honourable,  as  a 

covenant, 


ao6       y/j#  iratoi  £^w  Magnifiid  ttnd  made  H§nmirabU* 

CQ^cnmu  tt^at  wc  "lay  obey  it  as  a  rulc^  and  fctvc  iht 
i^ord  without  fear  of  the  curfc  and  condemnation,  '*  In  hdi- 
ncfa  :iud  ri^htcoufnefa  ail  the  days  of  our  lives."  U  CliriH 
had  not  repaired  th^:  honour  of  the  law,  we  had  been  in  bon- 
dage through  fear  of  the  law's  penalty  taking  place  upon  ui 
every  moment* 

'jthl^^  To  procure  and  confirm  his  own  right  of  govern- 
jncnt  as  MediMcr,  Ronip  xiv.  y»  "To  this  end  Chnft  both 
died,  and  rofe,  and  revived^  that  he  miglu  be  Lord  both  of 
the  dead  and  living  "  He  was  rcfolved  to  be  Lordi  not  only 
by  right  of  creation,  but  by  the  right  of  redemption  i  notonJy 
the  Lord  that  m^de  y&,  but  the  Lord  that  bought  us;  and 
thcr^  fore  he  magnifies  the  Uw,  ■ 

Bi^/^,  That  Lt  might  ftill  the  enemy  tnd  the  3Teogei|| 
and  outfhoot  the  devil  in  his  own  bow.  Satan's  ufurped  kibg* 
dom  and  dominion  in  the  world  i\ood  upon  the  violaiios 
of  I  lie  l.^w  i  the  law  being  broken,  the  devil  got  his  power 
from  God,  as  his  jiiior  and  cxeoitioner  over  poor  man:  but 
now  Chriftr  as  a  Surety  kinfman,  having  fulHlkd  the  law,  atjd 
fatistied  jiiitiee>  the  bottom  falls  out  of  the  devil's  kingdom, 
his  htf'«id  1^  bruifedj  and  through  death  he  that  had  the  power 
of  death  is  dtftroyc^d.  When  5<itan  h^^  ^^t  man  to  break  the 
law,  and  fo  brought  under  the  penalty,  {**  the  foul  that  fin* 
ncth  it  fiiall  die,'*)  no  doubt  the  devil  would  fiy,  *  Now  the  day 
is  min«own^  God  cannot  fave  man  in  a  coniiflcncy  with  his 
«wn  hoi i neb  and  faithfulnefs  engaged  in  the  penalty  of  the 
law.'  He  thought,  no  doubt,  that  he  had  God  at  a  difadyan* 
tage,  being  bound  to  dcdroy  his  own  viceroy,  that  bore  his 
own  image  in  this  lower  world.  But  Iniinite  Wifdom  out- 
wits the  enemy,  he  "  takes  the  wife  in  his  own  craftinefs,** 
and  turns  the  counfel  of  that  frowaid  fpirit  headlong  :  **  My 
Son  (fays  God)  iliall  take  on  man's  nature,  and  in  his  room 
and  itead  (liall  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable,  by 
obeying  the  commands  and  enduring  the  curfe ;  and  {o^  upon 
that  ground,  he  (hall  bring  iibout  the  falvation  and  freedom 
of  man,  in  a  confiilency  v/i:h  my  holinefs  and  faithfuhieis 
too  :"  I  John  iii.  8.  "  For  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  ma- 
nifefted,  that  he  might  dellroy  the  works  of  the  devil."  Thus 
you  fee  the  reafons  why  Chrilt  magnifiid  tJje  jawy  and  made  it 
iionourable. 

VI.  I  proceed  now  to  ihc/uxJh  thing  I  propofcd,  which  was 
the  application  of  this  doHrine. 

And  xhtijirjl  ufc  1  ihall  miike  of  this  dodrinc,  (hall  be  by 
way  of  uitcrcijcc  in  the  particulars  following. 

yj}y  Is  it  fo  that  Chrift,  as  our  Surety,  has  magnifed  the  lavt^ 
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Tie  hhken  Law  Magmfied  and  made  Honourable.       207 

Bnd  made  H  honourable?  then  fee  hence  the  excellency  of 
the  law  of  God,  and  the  facred  regard  that  God  bears  unto  it. 
Why,  if  erer  man»  who  had  violated  the  Uw,  be  admitted  ta 
the  prefence  of  God,  or  the  enjoyment  of  him,  either  here  or 
hereafter,  it  (hall  be  in  fuch  a  way  as  the  honour  of  the  law 
fliali  be  failed  and  repaired.  Oh  Sirs  t  beware  of  dimiautiTC 
thoughts  of  the  holy  law  of  the  ten  commandments,  for  God 
thinlu  honouraUy  of  it,  and  will  have  the  honour  of  it  main- 
tained at  any  rate.  If  the  righteoufnefe  of  it  he  not  fulfilled  in 
you  by  imputation,  the  penalty  of  it  ihaM  be  fulfilled  in  your  eter- 
nal condemnation.  The  great  plot  of  Infinite  Wifdom,  in  the 
work  of  redemption,  was  to  have  the  law  magnified  and  made 
honourable,  in  the  falvation  of  the  lofl  fmner ;  and  bec^ufe 
this  could  not  be  done  another  way,  the  eternal  Son  of  God 
muft  be  ^  made  of  a  woman,**  that  he  might  be  <<  made  under 
the  law,"  that  fo  the  honour  of  the  holf  law  might  be  main- 
tained and preferved.  Oh  does  not*  this  fay,  that  God  has  a- 
facred  regard  unto  the  honour  of  it  ?  And  yet,  alas !  how  few 
are  they  among  profefied  Chriftians,  that  difcover  any  regard 
to  its  honour,  while  they  trample  it  every  day  under  their 
feet,  by  their  difobedience  unto  it,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed  ? 
No  man  is  a  Chriilian  indeed,  until  he  comf,  in  feme  meafure^ 
to  have  honourable  thoughts  of  the  law  ..s  God  hath,  faying^ 
with  Paul,  "  the  law  is  holy,  juft,  and  pood."  D<<vid  had 
fuch  honourable  thoughts  of  it,  that  he  meditated  in  it  day  and 
night,  and  efteemed  all  its  commandments  concerning  all  things 
to  be  right. 

^dly^  See  hence  the  evil  of  fin,  and  why  Chrift  came  to  fi- 
niDi  tranfgreOion,  and  make  an  end  of  it.     Why,  fin  is  a  tranf- 
grei&on  of  the  law,  which  Chrift  will  havt  niapnificd  and 
made  honourable.     God,  the  righteous  Judj;e,  has  fuch  a  quar* 
rcl  againil  fin,  for  the  violation  of  his  law,  that  he  has  de- 
nounced "indignation,  and  wrath,  trilulation  and  anguifh, 
againft  every  foul  that  doth  evil  :'*  And  his  quarrel  againft  it 
will  be  profecuted  to  the  loweft  hell,  againil  a  wicked  unbe- 
lieving world :  He  has  determintrd,  that  the  wicked  ih  >H  be 
turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  th^t  forget 
God,  and  caft  his  law  behind  their  bncks.     Yea,  when  (in 
was  laid  by  imputation  upon  him,  who  had  no  fin  of  his  own 
to  anfwer  for,  even  the  eternal  and  beloved  Son  of  God  v 

Jet  the  raging  fword  of  juftice  awaked  againft  him,  and  bruifec! 
im  for  our  tranfgreflions.  Why,  Snrs,  does  not  all  this  difco- 
ver the  evil  and  malignity  that  is  in  fin,  as  it  is  a  tranrgrv-flion 
of  that  law  which  God  will  at  any  rate  have  magnified  and 
made  honourable  ?  Oh,  ye  that  love  the  Lord,  hale  it,  for  it 
is  the  abominable  thing  that  his  foul  hates,  &c. 
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%diy^  Did  Chrift  magnify  tkf  iaw^  arid  tnaJte  it  h^nour^hlif 
Then  fee  Hence  the  dreiidful  fitiiatJon  of  every  finncr  that  is 
out  of  Chriftj  deflltute  of  hb  righieciufncfs-  Why,  the  hw 
of  God,  which  denounces  death  Unto  rvery  tranfgrefior,  (lands 
in  its  ful^  force  again  ft  them  :  it  ftill  infifta  upon  the  debt  of 
pCTfe£t  and  finlefs  obedience  again  ft  you  i  and  bf  caufe  ye  can- 
not give  that,  it  denounces  the  curfe  of  God  upon  you  ;  '*^  As 
tnatiy  as  aie  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the  curfe,** 
Gah  IT.  fo.  Ibe  bw  will  h^ve  its  curfe  executed  and  ftil- 
filledf  either  in  the  Surety  or  the  finncr. 

^thiy^  Sec  hence  the  wonderful  love  of  God  to  loft  finnen, 
in  fending  hts  ovi^n  Son  to  inagnlfy  the  law,  after  we  had 
violate  and  broken  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  it  difcover^  the 
grace  and  love  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  who,  though  he  be 
fupreme  Judge,  King,  and  Lawgiver,  yet  was  willing  to  be 
**  made  under  the  law,"  and  to  obey  it  as  a  fubje^,  that  we 
might  be  delivered  from  law- vengeance,  and  have  the  rigb- 
teoufnefs  of  it  fulfilled  in  us  through  hitn,  Rohi^p  viii.  3.  4- 
'*  What  the  taw  could  not  doj  in  that  it  was  weak  through 
the  flcfh,  God  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  likcoefs  of  £mivX 
flefli,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flcfli :  That  the  righ- 
tcoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not 
after  the  flefti,  but  after  the  Spirir." 

5/^/)f,  See  hence  the  ignorance  and  error  of  thofc  who  arc 
prejudiced  againft  the  doflirine  of  imputed  righteoufnefs,  and 
juftification  by  faith,  as  if  it  were  prejudicial  to  the  holy  law, 
or  did  any  way  derogate  from  its  honour  and  authority.  Why, 
it  is  fo  far  from  derogating  from  the  law,  that  it  is  the  only 
\<ray  how  it  can  be  fulfilled  and  magnified.  Chrift  docs  not 
dcftroy  the  law,  but  fulfils  its  righteoufnefs,  in  his  own  pcr- 
fon,  by  an  a6tivc  and  paflive  obedience,  and  in  all  his  mem- 
bers, by  imputation  :  hence  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  •*  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteoufnefs."  The  law  gets  what  it  fecks  in 
Chrift  ;  and  whenever  a  finncr  believes  in  Jefus,  the  law  ceafcs 
its  purfuit  againft  that  man,  crying,  *  There  is  no  condemna- 
tion for  him,  becaufe  I  have  got  what  I  ctaved  in  his  Surety, 
who  has  brought  in  an  everlalting  righteoufnefs,  whereby  1 
am  honoured.* 

.  Cthlyy  Sec  hence  the  error  of  thofe  who  aflert,  that  a  jufti- 
fied  believer  is  ftill  liable  to  the  curfe,  or  penal  fan£lion  of  the 
law.  Seeing  the  law  is  fatisfied,  both  as  to  precept  and  penalty 
in  Chrift  the  Cautioner,  how  can  the  believer  be  liable  ftill  to  its 
curfe  ?  This  do£trine  derogates  from  the  excellency  of  that 
law-magnifying  rightrt)ufnefs,  which  is  imputed  to  believers 
in  their  juftification.  If  Adam  had  continued  yielding  a  per- 
fcdl  cbtdience  to  the  law,  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  pofterity,- 

I  wo«id 
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■would  haTc  been  liable  to  the  curfe  or  penalty  ;  how  rruch 
Icfs  is  the  bclie?cr  liablet  who  is  adorned  with  the  righteouf* 
ncfsof  God  by  imputation?  That  wprd  may  ftrike  terror 
bto  thofe  who  advance  fach  doftriflCf  Rom.  YiL  3^.  ^'  It  ig 
God  that  juftiBetb^  who  \%  he  that  condemnieth  ?"  It  is  God 
that  acquits  the  belierer  from  the  curfe,  who  then  dare  to 
make  him  liable  ? 

7/^/y^  See  chc  error  and  folly  of  thofe,  who  go  about  to 
'^  cftabiifli  their  own  righteoufnefs"  as  the  unround  of  their 
jaftiiication  and  acceptance,  and  "  refufe  to  fubmit  unto  the 
ngbteoufiiefs  of  God,"  like  the  Jews»  Rom*  k.  3.  Oh  hoMir 
much  do  men  difparage  the  Uw,  and  defpife  the  rJghteoufnefe 
of  Chrift,  who  do  fo  !  for  in  effect  the  felf-righteous  perfoa 
fays,  *  That  ht  ts  more  capable  to  magnify  the  law  by.  his  own 
obedience  than  Chrill/  For  this  flight  the  Jews  put  upon 
&c  rightcoufnefs  of  Chrift*  God  flighted  and  reje£^ed  the; 
whole  Jcwift  nation  ;  and  for  this  fin  every  fclf-righteous  per- 
foil  fliali  be  rejected  of  God. 

tthly^  This  doctrine  lets  us  fee  the  error  of  thofe,  who> 
though  they  will  not  abfdlutely  reje£l  the  righteoufnefs  o£ 
Chrift,  yet  will  adventure  to  mingle  fome thing  of  their  own 
with  it,  Ohj  fay  fome,  *  Chriftand  my  faith,  Chrift  and  my 
goodworks^  Chrift  and  my  prayers^  my  repeiitance,  my  tear^ 
and  good  qu  alt  lie  at  ions,  will  jufttfy  me.'  Why,  this  wa,y» 
whatever  you  may  think  of  it^  ts  a  difparaging  of  the  righ- 
tcoufnefs of  Chrift,  as  though  it  alone  did  not  fully  anfwer 
the  law*  Sirs*  remember  that  faith  is  a  reftingort  Chrift  alone, 
and  his  righteoufnefsj  to  the  f^xclufion  of  every  thing  in  you, 
and  about  you,  ^3  the  ground  of  your  acceptance  :  it  is 
Ghrift's right eoufncCs  alone,  that  magnifies  the  law;  and  there- 
fore there  is  no  need  of  any  thing  of  ours:  yea,  if  you  feek 
righteoufnefs  but  in  part  by  the  law^  you  arc  fallen  from  grace, 
and  Chrift  ftiall  profit  you  nothing ;  and  therefore  fay  with 
the  church,  If,  xlv.  24.  **  In  the  Lord  alone  have  I  righteouf- 
Ecfsj"  and  with  David,  Pfal*  Uxi.  16.  "  I  will  go  on  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord  God,  I  will  make  mention  of  thy  righ- 
tcoufnefs, even  of  thine  only." 

^thl^y  Sec  the  error  of  thefc  who  deny  Chrift's  a£live  obe- 
dience to  the  law  to  be  any  part  of  our  juftifying  righteoufnefs ; 
allcdging,  that  it  is  only  his  pafllve  obedience,  or  his  fuflFering 
the  penalty,  that  is  imputed  to  us  for  juftification.     Whyj 
when  it  is  faid  here,  that  Chrift  mugniiied  the  law,  and  made 
it  honourable,  it  muft  needs  be  under ftood  of  his  obedience 
to  the  precept,  and  ihat  printipally,  becaufe  the  precept  or 
eommand  cnty  is  the  law  ;  tlie  penalty  is  not  eftential  to  it^ 
but  oniy  a  thing  confcqucntlal  in  cafe  of  difobedicnce  :  fo  tbac 
V*L-IIL    •  Dd  his 
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his  magnifying  the  law  mud  needs  have  a  refpeA  to  the  pre^ 
cept;  and  hb  obedience  to  the  precept  of  the  law,  is  pro* 
pcrly  his  righteoufnefs,  which  is  imputed  to  us,  Rom.  v.  ig. 
••  By  the  obedience  of  one  (hall  many  be  made  righteous;", 
and  it  is  upon  this  that  our  title  to  life  doth  (land,  as  Adam's 
title  in  the  covenant  of  works  (k>od  upon  his  own  perfeA  and 
perfonal  obedience  to  the  command. 

loth/f^  See  hence  how  little  reafon  even  believers,  who  are 
juftified  before  God,  have  to  be  proud  of  what  they  are  come 
to.  They  are  indeed  accepted  in  the  Beloved,  and  they  arc 
highly  dignified  and  exalted  ;  but  then  it  is  not  in  their  owo, 
but  in  their  Surety's  rightcoufnefs,  that  they  are  exalted;  it 
was  he,  not  they,  that  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  ho- 
nourable :  Hence  the  faints  in  glory  will  caft  tl\eir  crowns  aft 
his  feet,  faying,  •*  Thou  haft  loved  us,  and  wa(hfed  us*-in  thy 
blood  i*^  and  therefore,  "  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was(hdn.*. 


IsA.  xlii.  21. — Tbe  Lord  is  zvc/l  pleafed  for  his  righteoufntfi 

fake  ;  he  will  magnify  the  law,  ami  fnake  it  honoiirabli, 

I 

THE  THIRD  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


USIL  fecond  c^  this  Hodlrine  may  be  of  Trinly  whether  the 
ri^hteoufncfs  of  the  law  be  fulfilled  in  us,  through  the 
imputation  of  his  righteouinefs,  who  has  magnified  the  law, 
and  made  it  honourable. 

For  your  Trial  as  to  this  matter,  I  offer  the  few  following 
marks. 

i//,  I  afk,  ha3  the  law  flain  vou,  and  put  you  out  of  con* 
ccit  of  your  own  ri^liteoufnefs  ?     Paul,  before  his  converfion, 
was  a  mighty  man  for  the  law,  and  he  thought  himfelf  alivs 
becTufe  of  hie  obcditnce  to  the  law,  and  his  zeal  for  it,  being 
•*  touching  the  law  blamelefs:"  But  Oh  !  when  the  command- 
ment came,   in   its  fplrituality,  fm  revived,   ar.d  he  died  ;  he 
faw  that,  noiwithftanding  all  his  pretended  obedience  to  the 
law,  and  his  zeal  for  it,  he  was  but  a  dead  man*,    and  then, 
what  things  were  g;^in   to  him,  tiiefe  he  counttd   lofs,  r.nd 
particularly  he  faw  that  his  own  righrcoufnefu  war.  but  dung 
and  lofs.     Oh  !  fays  he,  ''  1  through  the  hw  am  dead  lo  the 

law," 
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iw/  and  to\\\  Tiglueo^ftufs  by  the  workt»ot  the  Ikmi^.  Naw^ 
Tf  yourfdiT^  b^  this  ^  has  the  law  come  wuh  fticli  power 
tpon  thy  coRfci'^iic^r,  a^  lo  brc^k  ^\\  \\\tfr.  xoiicn  pLnlc!'  of  the 
u^venam  of  w£>rka  to  pieces,  oti  which  you  Wis  fwi^itming  for 
jour  J  if c  ? 

2<//jr,  I  afk  yoU|  Wikcre  liwe  you  f^t  down  ytmr  ft  2nd  for 
tternity,  and  for  au  awlul  tfibunal  i  I  art)  furt^,  if  the  nj^h- 
teottCnefjof  the  \^^  be  fitlfilkd  in  you  tjirough  fdiih  In  ChriR^ 
fou  have  fct  it  dowa  only  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Uw* 
magnifying  rtghteoufnrfs  of  Chritt,  Lying  with  che  church, 
'*  Surely  in  the  Lord  only  huve  I  rij^httoufncfi  j"  and  in  this 
miy  will  yc  be  confiiJej\t|  as  \}it  gtc^uud  of  your  acceptance 
lere,  ind  of  your  ihrough^^^dring  bi^fore  the  bar  of  thegre,»t 
jod.  When  you  loot  to  the  holy  Liw,  ami  your  own  per- 
bnal  obedience  to  it,  you  will  be  ready  to  cry,  *  Away  with 
t,  it  is  but  ^s  Hlthy  ragis  \^  if  **  thou,  Lord,  ilvould^l  mark  ini- 
[uitics,  O  Lord,  uho  fhall  ftand  ?"  But  when  you  look  to 
be  Uwj  as  magnified  and  madif  hononrableby  Chnlt,  you  will 
ic  ready  to  f^y,  *  U  this,  and  in  this  alone,  wiU  I  be  confi- 
Itnt?  in  him  will  i  be  jufliftcdj  and  in  him  alone  will  1  glory, 
s  the  Lord  my  Tighteoufncfi.'  And  whenever  the  law  or 
onfciencc  charges  you  with  the  debt  of  obedience  to  it,  as 
he  conditioti  of  lifa^  you  will  be  ready  to  fay^  •  I  indeed  own 
nyfelf  a  debtor  to  thee  in  point  of  obedience,  as  a  rule,  but 
n  point  of  righteoufnefs  and  judificatidn,  I  owe  thee  nothing 
t  all ;  no,  I  am  dead  to  the  law,  through  my  better  Hufband, 
tio  has  in  my  name  magnified  and  made  it  honourable,  and 
herefore  to  him  thou  muft  go  for  payment  of  that  debt.' 

3^/^,  If  you  be  under  the  covering  of  that  righteoufnefs 
^hich  magnifies  the  law,  I  am  fure  you  will  put  all  the  ho- 
nour you  can  upon  the  law  as  a  rule  of  obedience ;  dnd  your 
[latitude  to  him  who  fulfilled  the  law  for  you  as  a  covenant, 
^ill  be  as  oil  to  your  chariot  wheels  in  running  the  ways  oi' 
lis  commandments.  Your  hearts  will  be  fo  enlarged  in  love 
md  gratitude,  that  his  commandments  will  not  be  grievous  to 
fou  ;  no,  but  you  will  "  delight  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  after 
the  inward  man."  His  yoke  will  be  eafy,  and  his  burden 
frill  be  light  to  jou. 

You  to  whom  the  way  of  holy  obedience  is  a  burden,  and 
^ho  are  never  in  your  element  but  when  you  are  "  fulfilling 
the  lufta  of  the  flelh,"  by  lying,  fwearing,  drinking,  >Sabbath- 
bieaking,  do  not  imagine  that  ever  you  have  come  in  under 
fiiis  law-magnifying  righteoufnefs :  Why  ?  hecaufe  the  law, 
13  a  rule,  is  none  of  your  delight. 

^tbly.  You  will  be  concerned  to  magnify  him,  who  mag- 
nified 
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nified  the  law  as  jour  Surety.  The  high  praifes  of  the  Re« 
deemer  will  be  much  in  jour  mouth ;  jou  will  think  and 
fpeak  honourablj  of  him,  upon  all  occafioos,  lik^  thefe  who 
are  clad  with  the  white  liverjof  his  righteoulhefs.  In  Mount 
Zion  thej  crj,  **  Worthj  is  the  Lamb  th^t  was  flain.  Salva^ 
tion  to  our  6od,  and  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.*'  Oh, 
men  are  blefled  in  him  with  aperfeft  righteoufnefsy  and  there* 
fore  let  all  nations  aD4  generations  call  him  bleiTed,  Pfal. 
Ixzii.  at  the  clofe. 

$tbly,  You  will  be  on  all  occafions  improving  the  rigbte- 
ou^efs  of  Chrift  bj  faith,  for  all  the  ends  and  ufes  of  it 
which  I  mentioned,  when  difcourfing  of  the  excellencj  of  this 
righteoufnefs.  You  will  improve  it  as  a  ranfom  unto  juftic^ 
to  deliver  J0^  from  going  down  to  the  pit ;  jou  will  improve 
it  as  a  laver,  to  wa(h  jou  from  fin  and  from  uncleannefs ;  as 
a  fpiritual  banquet,  on  which  jou  will  feed  jour  hungrj 
fouls,  for  it  is  meat  indeed  and  drink  indeed ;  as  a  robe  to 
cover  jour  nakednefs,  and  the  bed  robe  wherebj  to  appear 
in  the  prefence  of  God ;  as  a  fliade  to  aefend  jou  from  the 
Scorching  heat  of  the  fierj  law,  or  an  awakened  confcieace ; 
as  a  refuge  to  Ihelter  jou  when  purfued  bj  avenging  juft ice  ; 
as  a  ladder  bj  which  jou  will  afcend  unto  communion  with 
God,  here  and  hereafter ;  and  as  the  only  title  and  founda- 
tion of  jour  claim  to  eternal  life.  Thus,  I  faj,  jou  will  be 
conftantlj  improving  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  bj  faith,  for 
fome  of  thefe  ends  and  ufes  j  and  in  this  fenfe  we  maj  under- 
ftand  that  word  of  the  apoftle,  Rom.  i.  "  The  righteoufnefs 
of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith."  It  is  that  which  faith 
faftens  upon  at  firft  for  juftificaiion,  and  it  is  that  which 
faith  is  continuallj  afterwards  applying  for  fome  good  ufe  or 
other,  in  the  fours  progrefs  in  the  waj  to  glorj. 

6t/j/y,  If  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  be  fulfilled  in  jou, 
through  the  fighteoufnefs  broujzht  in  bj  the  Meffiah,  you 
will  have  manj  an  inward  battle  with  finful  and  legal  felf. 
The  apoftle  Paul,  who  gloried  in  the  righteoufoefs  of  Chrift, 
^nd  preached  the  mjfterj  of  juftificatjon  to  others,  more  than 
ever  any  mere  man  did,  jet  we  find  he  has  man  j  an  inteftine 
combat  with  felf,  Rom.  yii.  23.  "  But  I  fee  another  law  in 
mj  member^  warring  againft  the  law  of  m j  mind,  and  bring- 
ing me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin  which  is  in  roj  mem- 
bers :  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall  deliver  me?" 
You,  who  faj  that  je  fubmit  and  truft  to  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift,  as  the  only  ground  of  your  juftification  and  accept- 
'4nce,  and  yet  have  no  ftruggle  with  this  homebred  enemy, 
and  ^re  not  laid  in  the  duft  before  the  Lord  becaufe   of  its 

prevalency, 
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preralencj,  I  drc^ad,  whatever  orthodox  heads  you  mzj  have^ 
jti  your  hearts  are  not  foandly  fettled  upon  the  foutidatiom 
of  the  law-magnifjing  right coufnefs  of  Chrill;  and  my  rea.- 
fcm  for  it  is,  bceaufe  in  every  believer  there  is,  through  the 
remiins  of  indwell i tig  corraption,  fuch  a  ftrong  bias  towards 
the  law  as  acavenaat,  and  towards  fm,  as  gives  him  continual 
matter  of  exercife,  infomuch  that  fiis  heart  is  JitO  like  a  field 
of  battle,  where  two  armies  meet,  nnd  contend  for  the  viflo- 
ly  one  again H  another  ?  **  What  will  you  fee  in  the  S hula- 
mite?  as  it  were  the  company  of  two  armies?  the  flefh  lufl- 
mg  againft  the  fpirlr,  and  the  fpirit  »gainft  the  flefli,  and  thefc 
arc  contrary,  the  otie  to  the  other*  The  motions  of  iia 
which  ^  man  finds  in  his  members  art  continual  matter  of 
humiiiation  to  him,  and  fet  him  a- work  to  mortify  the  deeds 
tf  the  body,  to  crucify  the  flefli,  with  the  affections  and  lufls 
thereof;  and  the  flrong  bias  that  he  finds  in  his  foul  Cowards  the 
law  as  a  covenant  fills  hira  with  fears  and  jealoufies,  left  he 
never  yet  in  reality  fubmitted  to  the  righteoufiic^fs  of  ChriH, 
which  fets  him  a- work  to  examine  and  prove  litrnfelf,  whe* 
ther  he  has  ever  yet  won  Chrtd,  and  is  found  in  him,  having 
that  **  righteoufnefs  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Jefus 
Cbrift."  You  that  never  knew  any  thing  of  this,  and  the  like 
exercife  of  fpirit  in  your  fouls,  I  dread  that  you  are  yet  ftran- 
gers  to  a  real  clofing  with  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  brought 
in  by  the  great  Memah. 

'Jtbly^  When  confcienee  is  bleeding  through  fome  wound 
that  yop  have  got  from  an  arrow  of  law-terror,  or  when  the 
guDt  of  fin  is  ft^^ring  you  in  the  face,  and  an  angry  and  frown- 
ing God,  **  whither  do  you  fly,  or  run  for  eafe  and  relief?" 
As  for  the  dcfperatc  finner,  he  drowns  the  voice  of  confcienee 
with  divcrfions  and  recreations.  They  will,  like  Saul,  fome- 
timcs  take  up  the  timbrel  and  harp  ;  or,  like  Cain,  when  God 
and  confcienee  were  crying  for  vengeance  againft  him  for  the 
blood  of  his  brother  Abel,  he  goes  into  the  land  of  Nod,  and 
diverts  himfelf  with  building  cities  and  houfes.  As  for  the 
hypocritCi  he  wraps  himfelf  up  in  his  profeflion,  and  feigned 
graces,  and  there  he  finds  eafe.  As  for  the  legalifl,  when  he 
is  wounded  with  the  terrors  of  God,  being  married  to  the 
law,  he  runs  to  the  duties  and  works  of  the  law,  and  ftudies  to 
picafc  God,  and  fatisfy  the  cri:fs  of  his  confcienee  with  thefr, 
i5ut  as  for  the  believer,  the  whole  creation  cannot  give  him 
cafe,  till,  by  a  renewed  a6l  of  faith,  he  get  in  under  the  fha- 
dow  of  that  cverlafting  righteoufnefs,  by  which  the  law  is  mag- 
nified and  made  honourable,  and  till  he  fte  God  well  pleafed 
for  this  righteoufnefs  fake,  and  fenfibly  fiTiiling  on  his  foul 

again 
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again  through  this  righteoufncrs ;  this^and  nothing  but 
can  yield  con^fort.     And  Oh  !  when  he  fscs  God  imilinj 
him  through  this  righteoufnefs,  this  puts  gladnefs  in  his  I 
more  than  when  corn,  wine,  and  oil|  did  abound.,  Try  yourf< 
by  this. 

In  a  word,  if  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  be  fulfillc* 
you  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Mefliah,  the  life  you 
in  the  world  will  be  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  anc 
will  not  reckon  fo  much  that  ye  livey  but  that  Chrill  livet 
you.  Many  a  flight  will  thy  foul  be  taking  to  him  i 
the  wings  of  faith  and  love,  as  the  Lord  thy  righteoufi 
WhcneTer  you  look  towards  the  majcfty  of  God,  and  vie^ 
unfpotted  holinefs  and  unbiaffed  juiticc ;  whenever  thoul 
upon  the  fiery  law,  or  hears  a  thunder-clap  from  Mount  Si 
whenever  thou  looks  into  another  world,  or  an  awful  tribu 
whenever  thou  looks  to  the  depravation  of  thy  nature,  am 
innumerable  evils  that  compafs  thee  about*;  whenever 
looks  to  the  melancholy  afpcft  of  providence,  thy  foul  wi 
be  taking  the  other  flight  by  faith  unto  Chrift,  as  thy  Si 
and  Redeemer  ;  and  the  viewing  the  law  magnified,  and 
tice  f.itisfled,  and  God  reconciled  in  the  perfon  and  ur:d 
king  of  Chrill  ;  and  whenever  thou  looks  to  him,  tliou  v»  lit 
thy  Spirit  lightened  and  caftd,  and  be  ready  to  fay  with  1) 
"  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
bountifully  with  thee."  iSo  much  fliall  feiv^  for  an  iil 
^Iria/,     I  proceed  now  to, 

III.  The  third  ufe  of  thisdoi^rine,  vihich  may  be  of  frn 
all  the  ungodly  world ^  that  are  living  in  the  open  cr  Jtcrct  luo, 
of  the  My  latv  of  God, 

Hath  God  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honourab 
the  expence  ot*  the  humiliation,  incarnation,  obedience,  d 
and  fuflV-rings  of  his  eternal  Son  ?  Oh  how  dreadful  anc 
mal  is  the  condition  of  thtfc,  who,  inftead  of  yielding;  the 
dience  of  faitli  unto  this  law,  are  daily  in  their  pradice  t 
pliiig  the  authority  of  the  law  under  tiieir  feet,  breaking  ( 
hands,  and  callinj^  ihc  cords  of  his  law  from  them,  an( 
"will  needs  pretend  to  and  profefs  the.  name  of  Chrift, 
i^hrift  had  magnified  the  law  and  made  it  honourable, 
they  might  have  a  liberty  to  break  ir,  and  to  follow 
fwing  ot  their  own  carr.al  and  corrupt  hearts.  The  aj 
Judc,  ver.  3d  of  his  epillle,  when  ipeaking  of  fucii  i 
tious  Chriftians,  he  calls  them  ungodly  men,  turning  the  : 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill  into  lafcivioufncfs,  of  eld  ord 
io  this  condemnation.  O  Sirs!  do  not  miliakc  it,  Chnl 
mogjvficd  the  lav)^  and  in. ide  h  honour  Me  y  not  to  locfe  b 
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eftaUilh  the  obligation  of  it  as  a  <*  rule  of  obedience,  he  gave 
himfelf  fof  U8»  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and 
purify  onto' himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,^ 
Tit  ii.  14.  H^  hath  delirered  us  from  the  hand  of  all  our  ene«> 
mies,  that  we  *'  might  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  holinefs  and 
righteoufnefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  our  life,*'  Luke  i*  74.  and 
that  we  may  by  his  grace  be  taught  to  ^eny  all  <<  ungodlinefs  and 
woridly  lufts,  and  to  walk  fob^rly,  nghceoufly,  and  godly,  in 
this  prefent  world,'^  Tit.  ii.  12.  00  that  ye  who  draw  encou- 
ragement from  the  doArine  of  Chrid's  magnifying  the  law, 
and  making  it  honourable,  to  violate  and  dxfhonour  the  law  of 
God,  ye  are  juft  counteracting  the  defign  of  the  obedience  of 
Chrift  unto  the  death,  and,  like  the  filthy  wafp,  fucking  poifoit 
out  of  the  gofpel  of  falvation.  And  do  you  expe£t  to  be  juf- 
tified  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  eternally  faved  by  his 
blood  in  fuch  a  way  as  this  ?  no,  no ;  ye  have  ^*  neither  part  nor 
lot  in  this  matter.''  As  fure  as  God  lives,  ye  are  under  the 
law  as  a  covanant,  and  therefDre  under  the  dominion  of  (in, 
and  the  curfe  of  the  broken  law  is  upon  you  ;  ye  are  ^^  con- 
demned already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abidcth  on  you."  And 
unto  you,  God/aith,  **  What  haft  thou  10  do  to  .make  mention 
of  my  righteoufnefs,  or  that  thou  (houldft  take  my  covenant 
in  thy  mouth,  feeing  thou  hateft  inftrudlion,  and  cafteft  my 
words  b«^hind  thee."  And  therefore  confidcr  your  danger  in 
time,  before  you  come  in  before  the  awful  bsr  of  God,  left  > 
when  you  arrive  there,  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  when  there  is 
none  to  deliver  you  out  of  his  hand.  But  1  turn  me  again  from 
Mount  Sinai  to  Mount  Zion,  and  go  on  to, 

IV,  Fourth  ufe  of  this  doftrine,  by  way  of  encouragement  to 
tonvinced  ?i.tiA  awakened  JinnerSf  and  \o  doubting  and  trembling 
believers* 

We  have  a  commifTion  "  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to 
comfort  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  ftrengthen  die  weak 
han^,  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees,  to  fay  to  them  that  are 
of  a  fearful  heart,  Be  ftrong,  fear  not ;  we  bring  to  you  goolt 
tidings  of  great  joy,"  tidings  that  may  make  your  hearts  tri- 
umph, and  leap  for  joy  within  you,  as  the  babe  leapt  in  Eli- 
fabcth's  womb,  at  the  falutation  of  Mary.  Here,  1  fay,  arc 
the  heft  ncwsjthat  ever  were  heard  to  law-condemned  fi nners, 
that  Chrift,  as  our  bleiTed  Surety,  has  brought  in  everlafting 
righteoufnefs,  by  which  he  has  magnified  the  lawy  and  made  it 
honourable^ 

There  are  thefe  following  topics,  or  grounds  of  Encourage^ 
mint  and  Conjolationy  fpringing  out  ci  this  doftrine. 

\fiy  Is  the  law  magnified  by  the  Surety,  which  was  brokciv 
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by  the  £nner  ?  Hence  it  follows,  that  die  great  Lawgiver  is  fi^ 
tiafied  and  well  pleafedj  as  it  follows  in  the  text,  The  Lord  is 
Hi^iii pkafid  far  hu  righte&ujntfs  fake  %  that  which  dirpleafcd  and 
provoked  the  majclty  of  God,  wai  the  breach  of  his  law,  but 
fince  the  Uw  b  again  magoified^  furely  he  caoaot  bat  be  a  weU 
pleafed  Deit  j. 

Upon  this  ground  it  i?^  that  fuch  declarations  arc  iSued  oat^ 
**  Fury  Is  not  in  me,"  1  was  ar-^ryi  hot  mine  *'  anger  is  turned 
aw-iy  ;  As  I  livc^  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked, 
but  rather  chat  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live.  Ttitn 
yc»  turn  ye,  why  will  ye  die  ?"  Oh  Sirs  \  that  which  fcirei 
you  from  coming  back  to  God  is  the  appichenfion,  that,  be- 
caufc  of  the  breach  of  the  law,  God  is  implacable,  and  wiU 
never  be  reconciled.  But  we  tell  you,  for  your  encouragement, 
that  a  God  in  Chrift  is  'tt^el! pieafed  for  !ms  righteQufntfsfuke^  Af- 
eatife  he  hath  m^gnifitd  the  iaiv^  and  made  it  hmiourahU,  God 
was  in  Chrill,  not  purfuing  the  world  as  an  avenjiin^  enemy, 
but  reconciling  the  world  to  himfclf.  And  therefore  let  not 
an  evit  heart  of  unbelief  turn  you  away  from  the  living  God, 
as  though  he  were  not  %ue//  pleafed  for  Chrift' s  righteQufnefs  fdk. 
It  was  not  for  nought  that  that  prQclamation  was  made  ikxct 
times  vvith  an  audible  voice  from  heaven,  '*  This  is  my  bclorcd 
Son^  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.*'  O  it  is  glorious  cncourapc* 
ment  to  a  loft  finner,  hanging  over  the  mauih  of  htll,  that  God 
is  well  pleafed  in  Ills  ChrilL 

2i^(y,  Is  ilie  livLJnagmJied  afid  fjjadf  hmourahk  T  then  it  to\* 
lows,  that  the  great  bar  that  lay  in  the  way  of  our  falvation  ii 
removed.     Upon  the  firft  Adam's  violition  of  the  holy  law^ 
mountains  of  wrath  wf  Tf  railed  in  the  way  of  falvation ;  the 
way  was   fo  filled  with  briara  and  thonu,  woe&  and  curfesp 
that  it  became  .iltopcUier  impadbble  for  Any  of  Adam's  race. 
Hence  came  that  horror  and  drlpair  that  was  feated  in  the  j 
hearts  of  our  firit  parents  inmicdiatcly  after  they  had  finncdi 
The  fight  of  the  cherubim,  and  the  (liming  fword   turning 
every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life,  had  a  diipal 
fignifioaiion  :  Well,  but   Cliriit,  the   fecond    Adam,    he  has 
magmjicd  the  law y  and  made  it  honouruhle^  and  therefore  it  mull 
ne.d.  ioliow,  that  all  thefc  impediments  and  bars  in  the  way 
of  our  falv.iLion  are  now  removed,  and  the  way  ib  clear  to  every 
foul  th  It  has  a  mind  to  enter  in  by  laith,  John  x.  9.  "  i  am  the 
dooi  :  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  (liall  be  faved,  and  ihall 
g    \\\  and  out  and  find   pafture."     All  legal  impediments  ari- 
li       ..om  lasv  and  jullice,  in  the  way  of  falvation  are,  now  ta- 
L  :      11  of  the  way,  and  there  is  a  free  call  to  every  man  to 
entcf  111  a::d  be  faved  \  in  whiih  cafe  nothing  can  hinder  but 

unbelicfj 
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Vi^bclieft  which  is  i  refufin^  lo    -iiter  m  by  Chriil,  and  thcf 
thitdo  fo,  how  (hall  th??  '-fcapc  ? 

yijp,  Is  the  I  AW  magftlfifd  and  mtule  hemurabit  ?  Then  here 
wencouripemcnt,  that  tmU  fiiitlhed,  and  tranfKrcfTion  ended/* 
The  vCTV  cfi^^ncc  of  I'm  Iks  in  a  traiifgrcfiion  of  the  law* 
Well,  but  if  ihc  law  be  ag.iin  magnified,  then  where  is  Tin  ?  U 
B  fiirelf  burkd  in  the  obedience  of  Chriit  ta  the  death,  by  the 
rffrhetoufnefs  of  the  Surety.  The  ^uilt  of  it  u  taken  away, 
md  the  power  and  dommioa  of  it  is  broken  in  every  believer^ 
iQd  the  ¥ery  being  of  it  111  all  be  delt  toyed,  ere  it  be  Jong,  So 
lilt  1  may  Ly,  to  believers  under  the  covert  of  Chr ill's  rlgh- 
soufncfs,  as  Mofes  faid  to  Ifracl,  with  rcfptft-  to  the  Egyp- 
tans,  that  were  purfuin^  them  for  their  Ijvts^  £xod>  xiv,  13* 
'  Fesr  ye  not|  ft^nd  ft  ill »  and  fee  the  filvatioa  of  the  Card| 
rhich  he  will  (hew  you  to*d^y,  for  the  Egyptians  whom  ye 
avc  fecn  to-day,  ye  Oiall  fee  them  no  more  a^ain  for  ever.** 
Wr  believer,  thou  art  afraid  of  th^fe  innumerable  fins,  which 
umpafi  thcc  about,  ki^  they  puxfue  thee,  and  take  away  thy 
ifcj  but  fiand  (till,  and  fee  the  fatvation  which  God  hath 
wrought ;  all  thy  (ins  arc  buried  for  ever  out  of  God's  fighr^ 
nd  fhiU  be  buried  out  of  tliy  fight  alfo^  in  the  Re^  fe.i  of  a 
Redeemer's  blood,  and  under  the  covert  of  his  law-magnifying 
ighceoufnefs,  whereby  he  hath  made  an  end  of  fin. 

^hly^  la  the  law  magnified  and  made  honourable  ?  Then  the 
tand-viriting  of  the  curfe  that  was  againd  us,  and  contrary 
&US,  is  cancelled  and  difcharged.  Upon  the  footing  of  the 
ighteoufncfs  of  Chrift,  which  magnifkis  the  Jaw,  it  is,  that 
hat  gracious  declaration  is  ifU^fd  out,  John  iii.  17.  *<  God 
enc  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but 
iiat  the  world  through  him  might  be  faved."  Chrift  has  re- 
tired the  bond  that  lay  in  the  hand  of  judice,  and  had  it  dif- 
charged in  his  refurre£lion  from  the  dead ;  and  upon  this 
groond  it  is  declared,  that  *\thcre  is  now  no  condemnntion  to 
therti  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus."  And  if  you  aflc  the  reafon  of 
this  interlocutoty  ?  Here  it  is,  Chrili  hath  ipag^ific^d  the  law» 
and  made  it  honourable  :  therefore  the  penalty  of  the  law  can- 
not take  place  againft  any  foul  under  the  covert  of  his  righte- 
oufnefs.  Nd,  no  5  "  Chrilt  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe 
of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us." 

^thlyf  Is  the  law  magnified  and  made  honourable  ?  Then  it 
foliows,  that  grace  aiid  mercy  reign  rhrough  rightc oufnefs, 
and  that  the  law  and  judice  can  be  no  impediment  in  the  way 
of  pardoning  mercy.  The  poor  fcnfiblc  (inner,  whofe  eyes 
arc  fixed  upon  his  own  fin,  and  the  holinefs  of  the  law,  is 
many  times  ready  to  fay  and  think  with  himfelf,  *  Oh !  God  can 
never  extend  nicrcy  to  the  like  of  me,  in  a  coiifidcncy  with 
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Kt$  law  ni^  juitSct,  He  is  obltped  to  take  vt^ngcancc  on  meg 
by  virtue  of  his  juftice/  Bulj  iiirs,  confsder  that  the  Surttf 
Jefu"^  CHrid  has  magni6i^d  the  law,  and  made  it  hotiourabfc, 
that  mercy  and  ^race  mijjht  have  an  unrrftratiicd  current, 
<ven  toward-;  tlie  guiltieft  Tinners  that  believe  in  Jefus.  Hc«ce 
is  that  of  the  spoil le,  Rom-  ui.  24,  — 26.  "  Bcin^  juHifi^id  frcclf 
by  hU  jjrace,  through  the  r.^tlemptlon  that  is  in  J<tfub  Chrift, 
iwhom  Gild  hath  fct  forth  to  be  a  propittatioo  tbroui;h  f^ithia 
his  blnod,  to  dedate  his  rtghtfcoi>fnt;f>  for  the  remilhon  of  fmii 
To  declare,  I  fay,  at  tliis  time  his  righf^oufne fs  ;  that  he  mgU 
be  j  lift  J  and  the  juilifier  of  him  who  bclieveth  in  Jefos*'' 
And  therefore  let  this  encour3):;c  you^to  purfuf  after  the  pat* 
don  and  remin"ion  of  Hn  on  this  account,  that  the  law  is  al- 
ready mapnjfied  and  mad^  honourable  in  the  Surety's  rightc* 
oafnefs*  O  ^d  exalts  and  j^loi^ifies  his  name  gracious,  and  rnet^ 
ciful,  virhen  he  blots  out  iniquity,  upon  this  footing  \  JCJ, 
glorifies  the  law  and  juflice  alfo*  more  than  if  he  would  pur* 
fac"  the  quarrel  against  thee  10  the  lowefl  hell  through  ctet* 
nity. 

6ib/}\  Is  the  law  magnified  and  made  honourable  ?  Then  hcncc 
it  follows,  that  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  is  already  fulfilled.  Since  the  fail  of  Adam,  God 
never  entered  into  covenant  with  man  himfclf  dirc£lly  and 
immedintely :  no,  the  covenant  of  grace  is  made  with  ua  itt 
Chrift,  as  our  Surety,  Head,  and  Reprefentative.  As  the  co- 
venant of  works  was  made  with  the  firft  Adam,  as  our  natural 
«nd  federal  head,  and  v^ith  us  in  him  ;  fo  the  covenant  of  grace 
is  made  with  us  in  the  ftcond  Adam,  as  our  fpiritual  Head,  and 
the  condition  of  the  covenant  was  fulfilled  by  him.  And  if  yotf 
aik  me,  •  What  is  the  proper  condition  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  ?*  I  anfwer,  *  It  is  juO.  this,  that  Chrift  (hould  be  made 
under  the  law,  and  by  his  obedience  unto  the  death  magnify 
ii,  and  male  it  honour  able  ^  Upon  this  condition  eternal  life, 
and  all  tiie  purtenances  of  ir,  were  promifed  to  him  and  his 
feed.  Now,  when  any  of  the  loll  race  of  Adam  believes  ia 
Chrift,  they  do  not,  by  that  a£l  of  faith,  fulBl  the  condition 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  but  only  take  hold  of  the  conditior 
of  it,  fulfilled  by  Chrift,  and,  in  fo  doing,  they  become  "  hcii! 
of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift  Jffus."  And  fo  the) 
may  travel  through  the  large  field  of  the  covenant,  and  pluci 
this,  and  that,  and  the  other  bicffing  of  the  covenant,  faying, 
*  This  is  mine,  and  that  is  mine,  and  the  whole  of  the  cove 
nant  is  mine,  bccauf^  I  have  the  condition  of  the  covenant 
in  my  new  fpiritual  Head,  Jefus  Chrift,  he  has  magutfied  th 
law  ond  made  it  honourable,^  Oh!  with  what  courage  mi^ihi  thi 
believer  go  to  work,  in  laying  claim  to  the  covenant,  and  rhi 

bkffing 
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blelEngs  of  it,  if  he  had  but  tins  view  of  m;itter^i  in  the  light 
»/tk  Lord  ? 

yl'^f  Is  xht  Jaw  mogpijfitd  and  t/tadf  homurakh  by  Chrift- 
iSonrhuTety  I      Vhcn  it  ioUow&,  tl;.ic  whatever  was  loll  in  (he 
firft  Ad  am  I  is  now  recovered  by  the  fecootl  Adsm*     By  the 
'SrJl  cov^nantT  if  wc  had  ct>niinu?rd  in  it,  wc  had  s  title  to  Gq4 
'ilour  God|  a  title  to  his  fafour  and  fellowfhip,  a  title  to  the 
CfcatufeSf  all  things  being  put  undtr  our  feeti  and  a  title  to  a 
hppy  eternity,  after  the  courfc  of  our  obedience  in  this  world 
Ilid  been  fuJEUed.     By  Adani's  fall  we  toll  ali  this^  and  more 
than  I  c^o  name.     But  all  is  ag^in  lecovered  in  the  new  co« 
fenini  Head,  by  hts  magnifying  the  1a w  and  maktiTf;  it  honour- 
able i  atid  the  foul  united  to  him,  hath  »!l  its  \o\T.     1   paired 
wiih  advantage,  iti  him  \  wc  have  God  in  him  ^s  tl.    i    rd  our 
God*  for  God  u  in  Cliriit,  our  God,  and  ouf  Father,      "  I  af- 
ccnd  (fays  Chnll)  to  my  Father  and  your  Father,  to  my  God 
Hid  your  God/'     We  have  the  image  of  God  fully  reftorcd 
la  him^  and  going  on  gtadually  in  us.     We  h^ve  a  com- 
plete  Hock  of  knowledge,  in  him,   who  of   God   t&  made 
Into  us  wifdom,    and  a  beam   of  that  knowledge   that    is 
|k  the  head  Oimes  into  the  heart  of  every  believer-     Wc  havo 
I  complete  nghtcoufncfs  in  him,  and  wc  are  made  the  righte- 
4ttfaef»  of  God  in  him      We  have  a  complete  holincfg  of  na- 
ture iti  htm  ',  for,  for  our  fAes  he  fan£ki^ed  himfetf,  that  we 
lib  might  be  f^n6tihcd  through  the  truths  and,  through  the 
boline fs  of  ChriH  the  head,  God  looks  upon  all  the  members, 
and  fays>  **  Thou  art  all  fair  my  love,  there  15  no  fpot  in  thee." 
We  have  a  perfedl  and  complete  hcaveti  of  j^lory,  and  eler- 
fial  life  in  him;  for  he  that  believes  in  the  Son  hatU  tverlalling 
Wc :  and  this  wc  arc  afRired  of  by  the  faithftil  word  of  the 
Trinity,  !  John  v.  ji.  '*  Thia  h  the  record  th^t  God  hath  gi- 
fta  to  usj  tEern*il  life  :  ^ttd  thia  life  ts  in  hia  Son.     He  that 
bath  the  Son,  hath  life*'*      Thus,  I  fay,  all  that  W5s  lofl  in  the 
firft  Adam  is  regained  in  Chritt,  the  fc^cond  Adam^  and  all  up- 
on this  ground,  that  the  fecond  Ad.im,  as  our  Surety,  has  mag* 
mfiid  tht  /aw,  and  made  it  h^murabh  ? 

Zihhy  Has  Chi  ill  m^grnfiM  iht  Ltw^  and  made  it  hmurable  ^ 
Then  the  intercclhon  ol:  C  rill  for  us,  iii  heave  .,  goes  upon  a 
foiid  ground,  and  (hjll  be  prevalent  un  our  behalf.  Why,  it 
goci  upon  U)c  ground  of  that  everlafting  rightcoufnefa  which 
he  has  tarougtit  in^  whereby  h*:  has  maghifiid  the  taw^  and  made 
it  h^tiQutabii,  Hence  he  ih  calkd  *'  jeltis  Lhriit  the  righteous,** 
I  John  ti.  I*  2.  **  If  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with 
rhc  Father,  Jefus  Chrill  the  righteous  ;  and  he  i*  the  propitia- 
tio«i  for  our  fm»."     B^^licveri  do  not  ftafj  that  thy  cafe  com* 
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itiin«^<)  ^<\  tht  h^nA  of  ta^  A.dr:>ca.f«:y  in  i\\c  high  court  above^ 
ftliU  mifcarry:  no,  he  fi'v.^r  loll  a  poor  min's  ciufc^  for  the 
Father  nlwjys  hears  him.  Thy  Advocate  is  not  only  wtH 
{kiileiJ  in  the  laws  of  tht  court,  but  Iti  plcidiiig  thy  caufe :  he 
plea^is  it  upon  rhe  footinj^  of  i  Uw-^rniguifyin^  righicoufnefsi 
ajd  Therefore  he  muft  prevail  in  thy  behatf, 

gthly.  H  i&  Curift  mipitfiei  the  /aw,  ani  mi^de  it  hiFiour^hhf 
Then  ^hcre  ii  good  grojiid  of  bolcln;;fs  in  coming  *^  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  for  merjy  and  jrracc  to  help  in  tinT;  of  need." 
Why,  h^tiever,  that  ngbtroufncfs  ihat  magiiifirfs  the  Liw^  and 
m^kcs  it  honourable,  ii»  imputed  to  thee,  and  by  f^ith  thou 
ihouldil  go  with  thta  furcfy  iiglifcoufnefs  upon  thee;  andthii 
is  the  ground  of  tSy  confidence  in  all  thy  de:iJings  with  God. 
Wc  are  ready  to  tlimk,  *  O  my  praytra  will  be  rejc£ic4  of 
God,  he  will  ntver  hear  them,  becaufe  I  cannot  order  ruf 
oatife  before  him  ;  I  cannot  win  to  this  or  the  other  frame  or 
enlargement  of  heart.'  Why,  behtvcr,  that  h  but  a  ung  of 
ihc  old  legal  Adam  in  thee*  that  imagines  that  God  regards 
thy  ptrfon,  ironi  thy  frames  and  enlargemeniB.  No>  no  ;  **  he 
hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved."  You,  and  your  bed 
frames,  graces,  and  enlargements,  would  be  driven  away  out 
of  tlie  prefcncc  of  an  infinitely  holy  God,  if  it  were  not  for 
this  caufe.  that  Chrift  has  magnified  the  law,  arifj  made  it  honour' 
able  :  and  therefore  let  this  be  thy  only  ground  of  boldnefs  be- 
fore the  Lord.  **  Having  a  great  High  Priefl,  who  is  pafftd 
into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God ;  let  us  come 
boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercyi 
and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.'' 

\Othlyy  Has  Chrift  magnified  the  laWy  and  made  it  honourable? 
Then  it  follows,  that  failures  of  obedience,  on  the  believer's 
part,  do  not  make  void  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  the  believer's 
title  to  the  blcllings  and  privileges  of  the  covenant.  Whyi 
the  whole  law  as  a  covenant,  and  all  the  righteoufnefs  and 
obedience  that  it  demands,  is  perfeclly  fulfilled  in  his  head  Jc* 
fus  Chrill !  and  therefore  the  believer  cannot  fall  out  of  thtf 
covenant,  through  the  imperfections  of  his  obedience.  1  owHf 
indeed,  that  a  believer  fliould  aim  at,  and  endeavour  no  lef* 
than  perfedl  obeditnce,  in  his  own  p^rrfon,  and  for  failures  in 
pbediencc  he  (liail  fmart :  *'  God  will  villt  his  tranfgrcffions 
with  the  rod,  and  his  iniquities  with  Itripes."  But  obfcrvc 
what  follows,  **  My  loving-kindnefs  I  will  not  take  from  him,' 
viz.  Chrift,  with  whom  the  covenant  is  made,  and  whc 
ha*,  fullliled  the  condition  of  i:  by  his  perfedl  rightcouf 
nefs;  and  therefore,  •*  my  covenant  1  v^ill  not  break"  witl 
them,  nor  alter  the  word  of  promife,  *'  that  is  gone  out  o 
my  lips.'' 

II  tht] 
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Mhiy,  Has  Cbnfl  magnified  the  iatv^  andmaue  it  h^mufabie  f 
m  btJi<^xi&  hiivc  matter  of  e  verb  ill  ng  triumph  an  J  rcjoi* 
[  m  Chrift,  and  cannot  receive  I  he  fpirlc  of  bondage  uiuo 
p  ciccpt  in  a  w^y  of  correction,  Believers  are  cpnim^nd- 
I  rejoice  evcTmore,  to  fiiout  /or  joy ;  and  when  they  fee 

matters  art  Itatcd  in  the  new  covenant  H? .^d,  they  will 
rdijigly  lejokc  in  Chrift  always,  even  when  ihcy  have  no 
idencc  in  the  5c^*     ^hy,  wh^t  ihould  difcourapc  thenip 

have  '*  the  righteoul'neft  of  the  tiw  fulnlkd  io  them" 
ugh  Chrili  f  yea,  who  arc  the  TiE2hteouJ;4cl&  of  God  in 
i  1  hat  which  hrings  i\xt  belitver  at  atry  time  under  a 
t  of  bondage  again  to  fear,  is  the  unbelief  and  Is^gaUty  of 
bcart,  which  tmns  away  }iis  cyei  from  Chrill  and  the 
:eouinefs  of  the  law  fnl^tled  and  rtiagnilicd  in  him  \  and 

indeed  the  terrori  of  the  law  covenant,  and  of  an  angry 
pfall  upon  him,  **  He  remembers  God,  and  h  troubled,** 

the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  him,  Bui 
t  the  believer  can,  by  faith,  iVe  the  law  magnified  in  hit 
Ij  and  the  Lord  Jeho?ah  %v£il  pUafid  Jsr  hu  rtghtf^u/mfi 
his  heart  will  rrjoicei  and  his  joy  will  no  man  take.from 

\ihlyy  Has  Chrift  magmjied  the  law,  and  made  it  hoftourabte  ? 
ti  fee  upon  what  an  advantageous  ground  the  believer 
is  in  cncountring  his  fpiritual  enemies.  Why,  through 
law-magnifying  rightecurncfs  of  Chrift,  he  has  God  on 
ide,  he  has  the  law  on  his  fide,  and  juftice  on  hit)  fide,  yea, 
lipotencc  on  his  fide,  and  therefore  ht  may  lift  up  his  head 
le  day  of  battle^  and  go  on  with  courage  agair.ft  all  his 
lies. 

0  inftancc,  ( i.)  When  he  is  molefled  with  the  infurre£lion 
idwelling  fin,  or  of  any  particular  lull,  the  believer  may 
courage  in  mortifying  and  crucifying  it,  becaufe  tlmugh 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift i  fin  has  no  law  right  to*ign 
the  believer  as  it  hath  in  other  men,  who  arc  under 
aw  as  ^  covenant.  **  Sin  (fays  the  Lord)  fhali  not  have 
iniori  over  you,  for  ye  arc  not  under  the  law,  but  under 

l)  Doth  Satan  harafs  and  moleft  thee  with  his  fiery  darts  ? 
jr,  believer,  take  courage,  for  through  Chrifl's  magnifying 
aw,  Satan's  head  is  bruifed,  and  he  has  no  more  right  in 
to  moleft  or  trouble  thee,  than  he  has  to  molelt  thy 
ficd  Head  above  ;  and  therefore  put  on  the  breaft-pl;iic 
lis  everlafting  righteoufncfs,  and  rcfift  him,  "  ftedfaft 
le  faith." 

.)  Art  thou  aHaulted  with  the  law  coming  into  thy  con. 
ce,  craving  of  thee  the  debt  of  pcrfcdl  obedience,  as  the 
iiion  of  life  \   WHiy,  here  is  a  ready  anfwcr  tb  this  cncm^* 
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Tell  the  law  andconfcience^  that  the  law,  as  a  coveoant^  has 

got  its  due,  and  more  than  it  demanded^  in  thy  new  covenant 

Head  }  for  he  has.  not  only  obeyed  it  to  the  full/bnt  has  mag" 

nified  itf  and  made  it  honourable.  .. 

(4.)  Art  thou  at  any  time  brought  under  bondage  through 

lear  odF  death  ?    Why,  here  is  encouragement  for  encounter^ 

xng  with  that  king  of  terrors.     That  which  gave  deith  its 

power  and  (lin^,  ii^as  the  violation  of  the  law  :  but  may  the 

believer  fay,  '  Here  ib  the  law-ag^tn  magnified  and  made  homur'^' 

Me^  and  therefore,  O  death,  what  hail  thou  to  fay  ?     It  is 

ttvKf  indeed,  I  muft  put  off  this  clay  tabernacle  for  a  while ; 

but  this  I  do^  not  as  a  debt  due  to  the  law,  or  the  curfe  of  it, 

but  at  the^  will  of  my  God  and  Father,  I  lay  down  my  body  in 

the  grave,  that  1  may  receive  ic  again,  without  any  ttn£tare  or 

imeU  of  fm  or  death  about  it,  in  the  morning  of  the  refarrec<* 

tioD.     Deaths  may  the  believer  fay,  is  no  death  to  me  \  noyto 

ne  to  live  is  Chriil,  and  to  die  tb  gain ;  becaufie  Cbrift,  ray 

Head,  has  magnified  the  law  and  made  it  honourable,  and  the? e« 

fore  has  fwallowed  up  death  in  vi£iory ;  death  and  hell,  through 

the  righteoufncfs  of  my  Head,  are  now  cafl  back  into  the  lake 

fron\  whence  tiiey  came.' 
« 

Thus.you  fee  what  unfpeakable  encouragement  and  confoln- 
tion  fprings  out  of  this  doArine^  that  Chri/t  has  magnified  ibf 
jiav/p  and  made  it  honourable^ 


TfE  WISE  VIRGINS  GOING  FORTH  TO  MEET  THE 
BaiDEGROOM. 

Matth.  XXV.  6,'^And  at  midnight  there  was  a  try  ma3e,  Be^ 
hold  the  Bridegroom  comethy  go  ye  forth  to  meet  him* 

THE  FIRST  SERMOK  OV  THIS  TEXT. 

• 

THESE  words  that  I  htive  read  are  a  part  of  the  fa- 
mous parable  of  jhe  ten  virgins  •,  for  clearing  of  whicht  '', 
you  would  carefully  advert  to  thefc  two  or  three  things.  ^ 

f/tf  The  Bridegroom  here  fpoken  of  is  none  other  thaO  i 
Chrid  Jcfus  the  Lord,  the  eternal  Sop  of  God,  who,  from  sdt  ^ 

eternityy    I 


ettTf-Ufp  rejoked  in  the  liabuuble  pans  of  ihc  f  arth,  anef  whofe 
ddights  were  fo  much  with  the  (on$  of  mrn,  tlat  he  Hrd  mar* 
Tird  our  DatuTC  iatci  ^  pCTfon^l  union  with  himfclfH^  tKat  fo  there 
toi^ht  be  foroc  fort  of  equality  in  ihr  bnrgam  i  »nd  hAvin|f 
m^^e  htmfelf  of  our  Tribr^  comes  to  bctroche  us  to  himfelf  for 
tfcr  in  a  maniage  tctaaon. 
2^^,    The  virgins  here  fpoken  of  arc  the  profeflTors  of  relU 

K'  o»  members  of  the  church  Tifiblc,     The  churt  h  is  c^ltdl 
bride,  the  Lambda  wife,  Rev.  ilx.  7 — 9*  purl i<: til arly  pro* 
\  MTars,  faintSt   ^nd  believers,   at  lead  in   profeiTion,   ai€   fa 
'  ctllH  mgins,  becaufe  of  the  beauty  of  hohnefs  that  ihould 
tiotn  Thcm- 

ji/^.  The  office  of  thcfe  virp^ins  is  to  mf it  tht  hndeg^mm. 
Thii  alludes  unto  a  common  cullom  amotig  the  Jews,  who 
tmifamm^ted  their  marrijiges  at  night ;  whrn  the  bridegroom 
WIS  on  his  way  to  the  place  of  marriage,  the  bride  with  fo 
nany  tiT^ins  that  attended  her,  went  forth  with  lamps  to  meet 
hm^  in  order  to  condufl  him  to  the  bride's  chamber.  Now, 
with  alJuGon  to  this  cuflom,  profcflbrs  of  religion  arc  faid  10 
p  and  meet  the  Bnde^oom. 

4f^/j,  Notice  the  di/Fercnt  chara^crs  oF  thefe  vtrginst  five 
were  wife,  and  five  foolifb*  The  foolilh  reprcftnt  the  cafe 
of  nominal  or  hypocritical  profeflbrs,  who  have  the  lamp  of 
1  profefGoii,  and  content  the mfclves  with  aii^me  to  live,  while 
deftitute  of  the  life  and  power  of  religion  :  and,  by  wife 
tirgins,  wc  are  to  underftand  real  faint s,  or  believers  ind;  cdj 
'  who  not  only  profefs  Chrift  and  Chiifttanity,  but  are  Chrif^ 
tiins  indeed,  having  the  oil  of  bis  grace  and  fpirit  wkhia 

xth!y^  We  have  the  common  fault  of  both  thefe  forts  of 
Tirgms,  whiic  the  Bridegroom  tarried,  they  all  iiumocrcu  auA 
ilcpi ;  together  with  the  furprifmg  fummons  they  all  get  ta 
attend  the  Bridegroom,  ver.  6.  Behold  the  Bridegroom  cometh^ 
10  ye  forth  to  meet  him.  It  is  the  laft  claufe  of  this  verfe  that 
1  intend  to  infift  upon,  viz.  Behold  the  Bridegroom  comeih^  go  ye 
ftrth  to  meet  him. 

We  have  a  key  given  us,  ver.  13.  for  opening  of  the  gene*, 
ral  fcopc  of  this  parable,  **  ^^atch,  therefore,  for  you  know 
neither  the  day  noi*  the  h»      1  wherein  the  8on  of  man  co- 
mcth."     Which  words,  though  they  chiefly  and   particularly 
relate  unto  the  coming  of  Chrift  by  death,  or  his  coming  at 
the  laft  judgement;  yet,  as  Mr  Shephard  and  other  inter- 
preters are  agreed,  they  do  not  exclude,  but  include,  his  other 
intermediate  comings,    whf^ther   in  the  difpenfation   of   the 
word  and  facraments,  of  ordinances,  or  providences,  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  to  prepare  for  his  reception  and  entertainment. 
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The  wortli?  read,  ver,  6,  Jre  a  furprifing  fumtnons  or  3t}* 
vertifemtnt  unto  the  church  in  general,  and  cfcry  tndtvitly^l 
member  there  of  j  to  fr.akc  ready  for  his  entertainmenl,  be- 
caufe  he  is  ai  the  door*  jind  at  midnlghi  there  *tuas  a  erf 
mad^t  &c.  where  ^e  may  notice  die  pariicuUrs  following. 

(i,)  To  whom  the  adrertifemcnt  is  civen.  Jc  is  unto  ^U  in 
jrener^lj  both  unco  the  wife  and  fooliflj  virgins.  The  gofp^l 
is  preached  unto  a  promifcuous  multitude  of  good  and  badf 
gracious  and  gracelefs,  according  to  Chrift's  cQmmand>  '^  Go 
^e  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  unto  every  cra- 
ture/'  * 

(i.)  We  have  the  manner  in  which  the  advertifcmcnt 
given,  1;  is  by  a  cry,  fo  as  aJl  might  hear  and  take  warningJ 
ir,  Ivii.  I.  **  Cry  aloud,  fpare  not,  Jift  up  ihy  voice  lilce 
trumptt/*  Minilters  are  God's  criers  or  heralds.  It  is  f^Ld  < 
John  the  B-iptift,  that  he  was  *'  the  voice  of  one  crying  il| 
the  wildernefs/'  &c.  Whatever  be  the  mefKige  God  put*  iJ 
our  mouth,  whether  it  be  of  mercy  or  of  judgement,  we  ar^ 
not  to  whifper  it  in  a  corner,  but  to  publifh  it  as  upon  the 
houfc  top,  Prov.  i.  no. — 24.  "  Wifdom  crirth  without  ih« 
city,  (he  uttereth  her  voice  iu  the  ftrects,  (he  crieth  in  the  chief 
place  of  concourfe." 

(3.)  We  have  the  time  when  the  fummonsor  advcrtifcmcnt 
IS  given,  v^/  midnight^  when  they  all  flumbcrcd  and  flcpt,  and 
had  given  over  hope  and  expectation  of  his  coming  :  both  the 
wife  and  foolifli  virgins  were  faying,  •'  The  Lord  dclaycih  his 
coming  ;"  and  therefore,  "  Yet  a  little  deep,  a  little  flumbery 
a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  ilecp."  In  this  cafe,  even  at 
midnight^  in  a  furprifc,  the  cry  is  made,  Behold  the  Bridegroom 
eomtth, 

(4.)  We  have  the  fummons  or  advertifement  itfclf,  Behold 
the  Bridegroom  comeih^  go  ye  forth  to  meet  him,  Thefe  are  the 
words  i  intend  particularly  to  infiR  upon,  and  in  them  we  may 
notice  ihtrfe  followin^j  particulars. 

I.  The  folemnity  of  the  warning  in  the  word  Behold,  which 
may  be  taken  there  as  a  nort?  of  attention  or  admiration,  his 
hke  the  warnworJ  when  the  King's  pniclamation  is  iiTued  forth 
by  the  herald  ;  he  cries,  Oytz,  to  arrcll  the  attention  of  the 
audience,  like  that,  If.  Iv.  i.  **  Ho  every  one  that  thirfteih," 
&c.  Or  we  may  take  it  as  a  note  of  admiration,  Btkold  and 
wonder  at  the  glory  of  the  Bridegroom,  who  is  a- coming. 
We  find  commonly,  when  the  McfTuh  is  fpoken  of  by  the 
prophets  under  the  Old  reftamcnt,  they  ufhcr  in  thcJV  pro- 
phecies ancnt  his  coming,  with  a  note  of  admiration,  Be* 
hold!  If.  vll.  14.  **  Behold  a  virgin  fiiall  conceive,  and  bear  a 
fon,  and  fhall  call  bis  name  ImmaxueL  ;"  If.  xlii.  i.  *•  Behold 
2  mj 
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)n\f  fcfrant  whom  I  uphold,"  &c. ;  If.  Iv.  4.  "  Behold  1  hav<^ 
given  him  for  a  witnefs  to  the  people^  a  leader  and  command" 
cr  to  the  people ;"  Zech.  ix.  9.  "  Rejoice,  O  daughter  of 
i^ion,  behold  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee,"  &c.;  fignifying 
that  Chrift  is  a  wonderful  perfon,  and.  his  coming  to  us  in 
mercy  is  wonderful. 

2.  We  have  the  chara£ler  of  the  perfon  concerning  whom 
this  intimation  is  made.  He  is  called  the  Bfidegro99ny  itnd  the; 
Bridegroom  in  a  way  of  eminence,  bccaufe  there  is  non :  that 
^ver  bore  this  chara^er  that  can  be  compared  to  lu'O.  When- 
trer  we  hear  the  name  of  a  bridegroom,  we  prefcrnti)  con« 
elude  there  is  a  marriage  in  hand  \  fo  here  when  Chriil  rakes 
this  amiable  chara£ler  and  title  to  himfelf,  we  (hould  prcfr-.nt- 
ly  conclude  there  is  a  match  or  marriage  in  hand,  that  C.^rifk 
b  a  lover,  and  that  he  hath  a  bride,  and  a  purpofe  of  mar- 
tiage  with  her,  according  to  that  you  have,  Hof.  ii.  19.  20. 
"  1  will  betrothe  you  unto  me  for  ever,'*  &c.  But  more  o.t 
this  afterwards,  if  the  Lord  will. 

3.  in  the  words  we  have  the  approach  of  the  Bridegroom^ 
Akold  the  Bridigrocm  cometh.  There  arc  various  comings  o£ 
Chrift  wc  read  of  in  fcripture.  There  is  his  firft  coming  in 
the  flefli,  and  his  fccond  coming  unto  judgement,  either  ge- 
neral or  pariicuhr.  There  are  his  typical  and  prophetical  co- 
mings to  the  church,  in  the  Old  1  eitament,  and  his  a£iual 
coming  in  perfon  to  fulfil  and  accomplifh  the  great  work  of: 
redemption,  by  his  obedience,  death,  and  refurrettion.  I'herc 
is  his  coming,  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  to  a  church 
or  nation.  There  is  his  coming  in  the  power  of  his  word  and 
Spirit  in  a  day  of  convcrfion  to  a  church,  or  to  a  particular 
foul,  as  when  he  faid  to  Zaccheus,  "  This  day  is  falvatioii 
come  to  this  houfe."  And,  lajtly^  there  is  his  conning  in  word 
or  facrament  with  the  renewed  manifcitations  of  his  love,  or 
the  renewed  influences  and  communications  of  his  Spirit  ot 
grace  ;  as  when  it  is  faid,  Ffal.  lixii.  6.  "  He  (hall  come 
down  like  rain  upon  the  mown  grafs ;  as  (bowers  that  water 
tlic  earth  :**  or  Hof.  vi.  3.  **His  going  forth  is  prepared  as  tlic 
morning ;  and  he  Ihall  come  unto  us  as  the  rain  *,  as  the  lat- 
ter and  former  rain  unto  the  earth."  Now,  1  do  not,  in  my 
intended  difcourfe  upon  thefe  words,  exclude  any  of  thefe 
comings  of  Chrift  th  it  1  have  mentioned.  But  at  prefenc  I 
undcrltand  them  of  his  approach  in  a  way  of  grace  and  love, 
in  the  difpenfation  of  word  or  fatrament,  or  any  other  ordi- 
nance of  his  appointment,  wli  rein  he  ufcs  to  manifcll  him- 
fcif,  and  impart  the  Iruits  ot  his  dying  love  unto  the  fouls  of 
his  prrople. 

And  one  rcafon  why  I  choofe  to  difcourfe  the  words  in 
Vol.  III.  J'  f  this 
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tlai*  vieWj  t*^  becaufe  ht  here  prcfcnn  Jiimfclf  in  the  q 
of  E  bfitte|tfO0m>  coming  with  a  defiin  of  martwg«  or  < 
falsi  anil  To  wc  h^vc  a  word  much  par.!  1  Id  unto  thi^, 
111  1 1,  **  Go  forth,  O  ye  daiighfers  of  Ziori>  wjntt  behold 
Solomon  with  thecrc-n  whertwiih  his  mother  eiownc 
m  the  flay  of  his  cfpoufstU,  and  in  the  dajf  of  the  gbdn 
Ills  he^ire/* 

.  4*  Wc  h^Te  the  tloty  mctimWni  upon  all  ihe  vlrj^ir 
the  ;ippf OJich  of  the  Bridegroom ,  G*  jr#  ei//  ^a  ww^  him. 
altud(^5,  as  wi*  hinted  before,  unfo  the  praClkc  or  cull 
mm  Plages  among  the  Je^s,  in  thf  time  of  owr  Saviour's 
upon  eivfth*  I'Ke  bnJc  and  her  maids,  under  night, 
forth  to  meet  him  with  Itghred  ]amp^,  in  order  to  atten 
Ici  fhr  phcc  of  marrUget  with  fome  fort  of  nuptial  folcf 
in  Jillunon  to  thti  euAom,  the  chutch  in  general,  and  il 
tleutar  pTofeflbrs,  under  the  notion  of  vfrgiru,  are  coar 
id  and  c^ilied  to  go  out  and  meet  Chrifl,  when  he  U  ci 
in  the  difpenfation  of  bis  word  and  ord malices^  or  wh 
comr s  at  de»th  or  the  UH  judgement.  But  tlie  import  * 
e^prfirmti  nMkf  Cfccur  afterwards*  in  the  profecatlon  i 
fallowing  do£lf  ine. 

DocT. — ^  That  it  U  the  indifpcnfablc  duty  of  all  and 
one^  when  Chrift,  the  glorious  Bridegroom  of  fouls, 
coming,  to  go  out  and  meet  him,  by  giving  him  a  f 
reception  and  entertainment."  BeMd  the  Bridtgrtcm  < 
g9  ji  out  to  meit  Mm. 

1  (ball  only  adduce  two  places  of  fcripture  for  pro* 
confifmation  of  this  do£\rine.  The  one  you  have,  Pfa 
at  the  clofe,  where  Chrift,  under  the  notion  of  fomc 
perfon,  is  rcprefented  ap  drawing  near  unto  the  gatea  oi 
of  fome  great  houfe  or  city  ;  and  thereupon  a  fummont 
fucd  out,  *  Caft  open  the  gates,  and  make  room  for 
tertaitment.'  "  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  and 
lift  up,  ye  everlafting  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  ftial 
in.'*  And  when  the  queftion  is  put,  «•  Who  is  this  K 
glort  ?"  the  anfwer  is  made,  vcr.  8.  "  The  Lord  ftroi 
mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle."  The  fummons  I 
renewed :  "  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  even  lifi 
up>  ye  everlafting,  doors,  and  the  King  of  gh>ry  ihal 
in."  Another  text  you  hare  to  this  purpbfe.  Cant.  iii. 
downwards,  where  Ghrift,  under  the  notion  of  King  So 
who  made  to  himfelf  a  chariot  of  the  wood  of  Leban< 
pillars  thereof  of  Giver,  the  bottom  of  gold,  the  C( 
of  piirplej  being  paved  with  love,  for  the  daughters 
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Tufakm.  This  chariot  of  (late  is  none  elfe  than  the  cliariot 
of  the  everlafting  ^ofpel,  wherein  Chrifti  like  a  bridegroom, 
goes  forth*  manifclling  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  the  glo- 
rious derice  of  Infinite  Wifdom  for  the  falvation  of  finneri. 
And  in  the  laft  verfe  a  cry  is  made,  like  this  in  my  text,  to  ail 
profeflTors  of  religion,  who  are  defigned  the  daughters  of 
Zion.  ^'  Behold  King  Solomon  with  the  crown  wherewith 
his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  hit  efpoufalsi  and  in 
the  day  of  the  giadnefs  of  bis  heart/' 

But  now,  in  difcourfiug  this  dodrine,  I  fliall,  through  di* 
Tine  ^(fiftance,  obCerve  the  following  method. 

I.  1  would  premife  a  few  things  with  relation  to  the  fpiri- 
toal  marriage  fpoken  of  in  this  parable. 

IL  Gire  fome  account  of  the  Bridegroom,  and  his  excel- 
lent engaging  qualities* 

UL  Gire  fome  account  of  the  bride,  anJ  the  vaft  difparlty 
of  the  match. 

IV.  Speak  a  little  of  the  comings  of  the  Bridegroom,  and 
hb  gracious  approaches  to  his  people. 

V.  Speak  of  the  import  of  the  duty  required  upon  his  ap* 
proich,  in  thefe  words,  Go  ye  out  to  meet  him. 

VI.  Gi?e  the  reafons  of  the  doctrine,  why  we  are  to  go 
out  and  meet  him,  and  give  him  fuitablc  reception. 

Vil.  Make  fome  practical  improvement  of  the  whole. 

I.  The  firfi  thing  in  the  method  is,  to  premife  a  few  things 
sneot  the  fpiiituai  marriage  -,  for,  as  I  faid  in  the  explication, 
a  bridegroom  fuppofes  a  marriage  in  hand. 

ly?,  God  the  Father,  from  ail  eternity,  had  a  purpofe  of 
marriage  betwixt  his  own  beloved  Son,  and  a  fele£l  company 
of  the  fallen  race  and  poftericy  of  Adam:  hence  ChrKl  tell^ 
us,  Matth.  xxii.  2.  '*  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likv^  unto  a 
certain  King  who  made  a  marriaffe  for  his  fon."  The  mar- 
riage was  made  in  the  purpofe  oF  God  from  eternity,  and  the 
bride  was  given  unto  the  bridegroom  before  ever  Ihw-  had  a 
being,  "  Thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavcll  them  me,'*  John 
xvii.  8.  Pfal.  ii.  **  1  (liall  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine 
inheritance,  and  the  uttermoil  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  pof- 
fefiion."  And  that  they  were  given  hin^  in  a  dcfign  of  mar- 
riiige,  is  plain  from  what  the  Lord  fnys  to,  and  concerning 
the  church  of  tiie  Gentiles,  by  the  fpiric  of  prophecy,  long 
before  their  b^  ing  called  by  the  gofpcl,  If.  liv.  i  5.  "  Sing,  O 
barren,  thou  that  di<i(l  not  bc.\r  ;  for  more  arc  the  children  of 
the  dcfolate,  tiian  the  children  of  the  married  wife."     And 

vv-r. 
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ten  y.  *'  Thy  Maker  is  thine  Hulliand,  the  Lord 
his  name.'' 

^dlj^t  This  propofal  of  mart  tape  with  a  bride  of  AM 
mWy  was  gracioully  reccTvcd  ati^  entcrtatnfd  by  the 
God  before  the  world  u-.^s  made,**  Prov*  ¥rii.  5,  H^^i 
**  in  ibc  habitable  p^rfs  rif  the  cJTth,  and  his  delighl 
with  the  fons  of  mm. — I  ddi^ht  to  do  thy  will,  O  ml 
fays  he,  PfaL  xL  $,  g.  d*  '  I  confcnt  to,  and  am  heart] 
iiig  and  (^oni«'n!  i  ^  b:ir^ain  be  it;  \n  it  be  regiftratcd 
volume  of  thy  book  ;'  i*  -?*  Let  rt  be  eTiter<?d  into  the 
*  of  heaven,  and  an  cxtra£t  thereof  be  given  out  in  th 
tutes  of  truth  unto  flnnera  of  mankind,  that  they  ml 
(heir  thoughts  about  it. 

3t//jv  So  much  was  the  bean  of  the  BTidegroorti  ft 
the  mateh,  that  he  undertook  to  remove  all  imped  imci 
lay  in  the  way;  and  indeed  the  inijedimcnts  were  t 
and  infuperabkj  that  nothir^g  but  almighty  power^  i 
with  inGnite  atvd  atti.izing  lu?e,  could  remove  them;  ■ 
they  are  all  rblled  away  by  the  wifdom  and  power  of  the 
groom- 

The  jf/y?  impediment  was  the  inequality  of  the  pai 
to  their  nature.  We  may  cafily  fuppofc  that  the  q 
would  be  put  upon  the  firft  propofal  of  the  marriage 
ihall  God  and  man,  the  Creator  and  the  creature,  I 
brought  unto  a  conjugal  relation  ?  The  diftance  of  nai 
infinite,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  n?.arriage.  * 
(fays  the  Son  of  God,  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's 
and  the  exprcfs  image  of  his  perfon,)  [he  takes  care  to 
that],  I  will  aiTume  the  human  nature  unto  a  perfonal 
I  will  become  the  feed  of  the  woman,  the  feed  of  Abi 
I  will  be  God  manifefted  in  the  flcfh ;  I  will  become 
NUEL,  God  with  them,  and  fo  that  natural  impedimei 
be  removed  ;  I  will  come  upon  a  level  with  the  bride, 
I  will  be  a  help  meet  for  her.* 

(2.)  There  is  another  impediment  arifcs  from  th< 
O,  fays  the  Law,  *  I  have  an  adion  againft  the  fuppofec 
She  was  once  married  unto  me,  and  I  promifcd  her  ( 
heritance  of  life,  upon  the  condition  of  her  fulfilling 
obedience  to  my  commands  i  but  (he  difobeyed,  and 
the  harlot,  and  ihe  is  under  the  curfe ;  and  therefore 
can  be  no  marriage.*     •  Well  but  (fays  the  Bridegro 
will  remove  this  in^pediment  alfo  5  I  will  be  made  a  cu 
her,  and  fo  redeem  her  from  the  curfe ;  I  will  cam 
hand-writing  that  is  againft  her,  and  contrary  to  her.' 
(3.)  '  Well  but  (fays  juftice),  1  ftand  upon  a  compl 
tisraflicnt    for  without  death,  and  the  Ihedding  of 
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tkie  can  be  no  remiflion  of  fin.'  *  Well  (fays  the  Bride- 
|(noai)t  I  will  die  for  the  bride,  and  in  her  room  and  iiead ; 
thefwordof  juftioe  thall  be  foaked  in  mf  blood  inilead  of 
kA;  my  life  (hall  be  a  ranfom  for  her's;  1  will  be  wounded 
Arher  iniquitiett  and  bruifed  for  her  tranfgreflions ;  I  will 
kmade  Gn  for  her/ 

(4.)  There  is  another  impediment  yet  that  mud  be  removed : 
The  bride  hates  the  Bridegroom  ;  ihe  is  wholly  avcrfe  from 
Ae  match  I  and  what  will  be  done  in  this  cafe  ?  '  Well  (fays 
it  Bridegroom),  I  will  undertake  to  gain  her  affef^ion.  Pf^l. 
a.  3.  Thy  people  (hall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power.  I 
vill  draw  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  and  with  the  bands  of  love ; 
»d  then  her  afie£lions  fliall  be  gained,  and  (he  Hiall  call  me 

(5.)  Another  great  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  marriage 
ii^that  the  bride  is  a  lawful  captive  to  fin  and  Satan :  <*  Now 
(bys  Sitan)  ih^U  the  lawful  captive  be  dcriivereii ;  both  law 
aad juftice  have  put  her  in  my  power;  and  therefore  I  will 
not  part  with  my  prifoner/  •  Well  but  (fays  the  bltfl',;d  Bride- 
groom), it  is  true,  Satan,  thou  hail  Uw  iind  judice  on  thy 
fide :  but  I  will  fulfil  the  law,  and  fatisfy  juilice  ;  and,  in  fo 
doing,  thy  head  fliall  be  bruifed,  and  the  lawful  captive  fliall 
be  delivered,  and  the  prey  fliall  be  taken  from  the  terrible. 
I  will  redeem  her  by  purchafc  and  by  power/  And  according- 
If  he  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  took  the  bride  by 
main  force  out  of  the  devil's  prifon,  faying  to  the  prifoners, 
Goje/crti,  &c. 

From  what  is  faid,  it  appears,  that  the  heart  of  the  Ikide- 
groom  is  exceedingly  fet  upon  the-  matvh,  with  dcliro  he  de- 
fired  to  be  baptifed  with  his  own  blooH,  that  he  nii^ht  fi- 
niih  htr  redemption  ;  and,  laving  compltrtftl  her  redemption, 
he  longs  for  the  day  cf  efpoufais,  when  he  c^\i\s  the  love  and 
alFcdion  of  the  bride.  80  much  w.us  thr  hcirt  of  the  Bride- 
groom fet  upon  the  match,  that,  wlun  he.  faw  the  bride  in 
dinger  of  perifliing,  he  flew,  as  it  were,  from  his  F.Mh.r's 
bofom,  left  all  the  glories  of  heaven  bf.hind  him,  ajui  irav;I- 
icd  through  the  armies  of  hell  and  earth,  yea  encountered  th» 
legions  of  his  Father's  wrath,  in  order  (o  accomplilli  her  cie- 
iivcrancc.  Hence  is  that  of  the  church.  If.  Ixiii.  i.  '*  Who 
is  this  that  cometh  from  Edorp  ?  with  dyed  gumenis  from 
Bozrah  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his  appard,  travelling  in  t\ic 
preatnefs  of  his  ftrcngih  ?  1  that  fpcak  in  rigbtcoufnefs." 
And  ver.  3.  "  1  have  trodden  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  of  the 
people  there  was  none  with  me." 

4//;/v,  A  foyrtb  premife  is,  That  the  covenant  of  grace  is 
'.he  coutraft  of  marriage,  the  plan  of  which  was  agreed  upon 
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lier,  and  w  cuy,  ?.t  tb.c;  i.\\.\':  ti;n?,  ctll  the  bleifings  an 
of  tlic  covLiiarU  for  her  ufc  ;  aiul  th.it,  by  tlie  powei 
word  and  Spirit,  he  will  mAz.  hc-r  to  lako  hold  of  h 
nant,  bring  h'rr  within  the  bond  of  it,  and  make  an  « 
application  thereof  in  due  time,  according  to  the  ordc 
covenant  v  and  that  he  will  bctrothe  her  unto  himfelf  i 
in  righteoufnefs,  and  in  judgement,  and  in  loving^k 
and  in  mercies;  yeaj  that  he  will  betrothe  her  unto 
in  Lithfuinefsj  and  that  (he  (liall  know  the  Lord, 
19.  20. 

Sthlyy  In  the  day  of  his  efpoufals  all  t^U  is  fulfillcc 
Bridegroom  prefents  himfelf  to  the  bride  in  his  div 
human  glories,  fulnefs,  and  excellencies  ;  he  makes  th< 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,"  in  his  own 
to  (hine  in  her  heart ;  wherewith  (he  is  made  to  fee  hi 
fall  fo  much  in  love  with  him,  that  (he  cannot  but 
**  O  !  he  is  infinitely  fairer  than  the  fons  of  men,  1 
the  apple-tree  an^ong  the   trees  of   ti  e  wood,   the 
among  ten  thoufand,  white  and  ruddv,  his  Countenar 
Lebanon,  excellent  as  the  cedars;  his  mouth  is  mot 
yea,  he  is  altogethtT  lovely.     O  I  this  is  my  Beloved, 
my  Friend  :-if  I  had  ten  thoufand  he.*ts  and  hands  1 
he  (hould  have  them  ail.     I  am  well  pleafed  with  his 
well  pleafed  with  the  contraft  he  has  made,  and  (igni 
his  blood  *,  well  pleafed  with  all  the  promifes,  which 
he  yea  and  amen  in  him;  well  pleafed  with  his  law 
follow   him  whitherfocvcr  he  pocs."      And  in  thi:i  v 
marri.ipe  is  concluded  and  aereed  upon,  **   I  will  n 
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h^  Briikgratmf  wi§  is  ben  find  to  be  M-ccming.     Behold  the 
BnitffrooM  €Kftftif» 

But  Oh  !  Who  can  fpcak  of  him  to  any  purpofe  ?  we  but 
dirkcB  conafei  by  words  without  knowledge,  when  we  rpe3k 
of  him ;  and  no  wonder,  for  he  is  the  uurpeakable  pft  of  God. 
AD  the  dints  that  ever  were  on  earth,  and  all  faithful  mini- 
ios,  martyrs,  and  witnefies,  that  ever  appeared  in  the  church 
mbuntf  bave  been  ay  fpeaking  to  his  commendation,  but 
iky  always  acknowkdfred  he  was  above  all  their  praifes ;  the 
mit  that  they  could  fay  of  him  was,  that  he  is  altogether 
bnly,  and  that  there  is  none  in  heaven  or  in  earth  that  is  to 
bin  the  lead  compared  unto  him.    Aik  the  innumerable  com* 

fj  of  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect,  who 
him  aa  he  is,  and  know  him  as  they  are  known  of  him, 
vbat  is  their  eftimate  of  him  ?  All  they  can  fay  of  him  is, 
Rer.  T..9.  "  Worthy  is  he  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the 
(fc?eo)  (eals  thereof.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain." 
Bit  how  worthy  is  he  they  cannot  tell ;  his  praife  is  in  al!  the 
thorches,  both  militant  and  triumphant.  But  their  praifes  are 
nothing  but  a  profound  filence,  in  comparifon  of  what  he  is 
tad  defcrves,  rfal.  Ixxxv.  1.  *'  Praife  waiteih  (or  is  filcnt)  for 
thee,  O  God,  in  Zion — Go  forth,  O  jrc  daughters  of  Zion,  and 
khold  him  \"  for  khold  he  afmth^  go  cut  and  meet  kim. 

AU  I  (liall  fay  anent  him,  flull  be  comprifcd  in  the  anfwcr 
•fa  few  queftions,  that  fome  poor  foul  may  be  ready  to  put  con* 
ceraing  the  bicifed  Bridegroom.  They  that  love  Chrifl,  and 
hare  a  mind  to  match  with  him,  have  commonly  a  great  deal 
of  qaeftions  to  put  concerning  him. 

^itfu  I.  Will  you  tell  us,  what  is  the  Bridegroom's  n?*me, 
if  you  can  tell  ?     Anfw.  Tluit  is  not  cafily  anfw;;red,  for  it  i.s 
« part  of  Agur's  confcflion  of  faith,  Prov.  xxx.  4.  "  Who 
hath  afcendtd  up  into  heaven,  or  defccndcd.     What  is  his 
name,  and  what  is  his  Son*s  name,  if  thou  cand  tell  ?*'     And 
vlitn  Manonh  &iked  the  angel  what  was  his  name  ?  (that  he 
might  do  him  honourf,  He  (viz.  Chrill  the  angel  of  the  cove- 
nant) anfwers,  *•  Why  alkell  thou  thus  after  my  name,  feeing 
iti*  fccrtt  ?"  or,  as  in  the  marj^in,  feeing  it  is  Wonderful.  Such 
afccrct  is  his  name,  that  no  mnn  can  call  him  LorJ,  but  by 
tile  Holy  Glioft ;  you  may  rend  his  name  in  your  Bibles,  and 
Aill  his  name  will  be  a  fecrec,  till  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  open 
it  unto  you  by  glorifying  his  perfon  in  your  eyes,  and  then, 
and  never  till  then,  will  you  cry  our,  O  !  his  name  is  like  oint- 
ment pound  forth ;  O  !  he  has  a  name  above  every  name  thut 
can  be  named,  whether  in  this  world  or  that  which  is  to  come: 
Erery  knee  muft  bow  unto  this  name,  and  every  tongue  mutl 
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mcktiawldg^t  tbat  Jefu^ChriA  is  Lord^  to  the  prilfc  and  g\6i^ 
of  Gpd  the  Father.  < 

X  will  joft  tell  you  of  1  few  of  the  fcripciiral  names  of  tlu 
BridiegrooBi.  And  O  J  look  up  to  him  for  ^  glimpfe  of  hi%g^ 
cy  ia^m*   . 

.  Hisiuu&e  is  Jefns.  M2ttb*U2i.  Now»  wftat  think  ye  oi 
tlut  name  ?  for  the  found  of  (alvatioii  ia  in  it :  *^  Thou  Outc 
call  Us  name  Jefnj,  for  he  (halt  fave  his  people  from  their 
iintw"  Q  loft  finncr^  roU  the  name  of  the  Bridegroom ,  n9  t 
fWcet  morfel  under  thy  tongne..  H»  name  is  Chnil»  or  the 
venowaed  Mefliah,  the  Anointed  Oae  of  God.  Grace  wn 
poured  Into. hit  Jip«i  for  God,  even  hia  Farher,  anointed  Urn 
with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  all  his  fclJpws*  ,  His  nanrc  if 
the. Lord,  for  he.ia  Lord  of  all ;  Lord  of  lords.  He  la  God'f 
$ffft-born»  whom  he  hath  made  higher  rban  the  kings  of 
the  earth ;  yea,^aU  the  kings  of  the  earth  muil  do  homige  utm 
him,  feme  time  or  other  i  ^nd  no  wonder^  for  bf  him  "  kingl 
reign»  and  princes  decree  jufttcc/*  ^  Whit  is  his  name  ?  Hit 
name  is  Immanuel,  God-man,  or  God  with  us,  to  ftand  inotf 
quarrel ;  to  take  our  part  againft  the  old  ferpent ;  and  accord* 
ingly  he  has  bruifed  his  head,  and  through  death  has  deftroyeA 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death. 

See  a  whole  clufter  of  the -names  of  the  Bridegroom  toge* 
ther^  If.  ix.  6.  Where  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  glorying 
in  her  beloved  confort,  cries  out,  in  a  holy  triumph,  *^  Unto  us 
a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given,  and  the  government 
(hall  be  upon  his  (houlder,  and  his  name  ihall  be  called  Won* 
dcrful  Counfcllor,  the  Mighty  God,  the  everlafting  Father,  tho 
Prince  of  peace." 

ijf.  His  name  is  a  great,  glorious,  and  renowned  name,  a 
name  above  every  name,  Philip,  ii.  9. — 11.  "  God  hath  highly 
exalted  liim,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  abore  every 
n^me,  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  ihould  bow,  of 
things  in  heaven,  and  thin^^s  in  earth,  and  things  under  the 
earth.  And  that  every  tongue  Ihould  confefs,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
is  Lord,  to  the  g>ory  of  God  the  Father."  So  £ph.  i.  20. 
2i«  22.  God  ^'  hath  fct  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the 
heavenly  places,  and  exalted  him  far  above  all  principalitf, 
and  power,  and  mi^ht,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  thai 
is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to 
coine.*' 

2d/y,  His  name  is  a  favoury  name;  Cant.  i.  3.  "  Becaufe  of 
the  lavour  of  thy  good  ointment,  thy  name  is  as  ointment 
poured  forth,  therefore  do  tiie  virgins  love  thee."  Oh  Sirs  I 
there  is  fu5:h  an  odoriferous  perfume  in  the  name  of  Chriftj 
that  when  once  a  poor  foul  gets  a  fceut  of  it,  it  can  never  for 
2,  gc 
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very  remembrance  of  it»  is  a  feaft  and  banquet 
_  VL'ia^u  8.  p.  *'  Tea,  in  the  waj  of  thy  judgements, 
0lMi,1nve  we  waited  for  thee ;  the  defire  of  our  foul  is  to 
and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee.    With  nij  foul 
I  defired  thee  in  the  night :  yea,  with  my  Spirit  within 
wiB  I  feet  thee  arly.** 

Hat  aame  it  a  medicinal  name.  If  faith  be  but  a£lcd 
nauAiet  it  makes  the  bones  that  were  broken  to  rejoice  i 
the  blind  to  fee;  the  deaf  to  hear;  the  lame  man  to  leap 
im  haityand  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  iing,  A£ts  iii.  6. 
[<.  So  KBm  it.  12.  &c. 
;4tt^«  His  name  is  a  (heltering  and  hiding  name:  when 
are  blowing,  whether  from  heaven,  earth,  or  hell,  Proy. 
ir.  '*  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  (Irong  tower,  the  righ« 
9pj  vote  it,  and  are  fafe."  It  is  not  only  a  tower,  but  a 
and  impregnable  tower,  and  the  gates  of  hell  (hall 
pterail  againft  that  foul  that  has  fled  for  refuge  unto  it* 
J,  His  name  is  an  attra£tive  name,  it  draws  the  heart 
fbnl  to  him :  it  is  by  the  found  of  this  name  that  the  gathcr- 
of  the  people  is  unco  him  as  the  bleifed  Shiloh.  What 
\  that  makes  the  gofpel  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  ? 
^y,  it  is  juft  the  difplays  of  the  glory  of  his  renowned  name, 
^  If  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth  (ray(>  Chrift),  I  will  draw  all 
■en  unto  me.'* 

'  6/&^,  His  name  is  an  enlightening  name  to  the  poor  foul 
Aat  is  walking  in  darknefs  ;  hence  If.  1.  at  the  clofe,  *<  He  that 
*alketh  in  darknefs*  and  hath  no  light,  let  him  truft  in  the 
ttiDe  of  the  Lord,"  &c.  plainly  intimating,  that  a  glance  of  the 
nune  of  Chrid,  by  the  eye  of  faith,  will  make  light  to  fpring 
<Kit  of  darknefs,  to  the  foul,  under  the  darkelt  clouds  of  defer« 
tioQ :  and  no  wonder,  for  he  is  the  V  light  of  the  world,  the 
>  (me  light,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs.'- 

Ithij^  His  name  is  a  quickening  and  enlivening  name:  By  the 

name  of  Jefus  the  dead  are  raifed  unto  life  ;  and  no  wonder,  for 

Ais  is  one  of  his  names.  ^Tkt  Life^  John  xiv.  6.  and  John  xi.  25 . 

fke  RefurreBion  and  the  Life,  Let  but  a  languifliing  faint,  when 

ic  is cryinjr,  with  the  eunuch,  If.  Ivi.  **  1  am  a  dry  tree,"  let  him 

bot  hear  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  let  him  but  get  a  glimplx: 

of  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  he  will  be  ready  to  cry  with  the 

apoftlc.  Col.  iii.  3.  1  am  <*  dead,  but  my  lilc  is  hid  with  Chriit 

in  God."     Or  with  Paul,  Gal.  ii.  20.  **  1  am  crucified  with 

Chrift  i  ncverthclcfs  I  live ;  yet  not  i,  but  Ciirift  that  liveth  in 

me  ;  and  the  life  which  1  now  live  in  the  flcfli,  1  live  by  the 

faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfcif  for 

roe.** 

SMy^  His  name  is  a  prevalent  name  in  heaven,  infomuch. 

Vol.  in. .  G  g  that. 
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thit,  if  tikis  name  be  Tct  in  the  frotit  of  our  prayers  aitd  pckt* 
ttf}n3|  thuy  will  prerstl,  and  obutn  a  hearings  and  t  gncioi 
^uitwcr  and  return,  John  inf*  i^»  **  And  whatfocYcr  fc  f 
aOc  ill  my  otmct  that  will  I  do/'  Bcc*     This  name  pcrfumca 
priyeri  like  inccnfc. 

^iAIy^  It  is  a  worthy  tiame,  James  (it*  7O  fpeaking  of 
rich  man  with  the  gold  ring  and  gay  dotbing^  tells  Ui,  t 
^  blafphemc  that  worthy  nume  by  the  which  ye  are  called 
fhc  triumphant  company  in  heaven  know  it  to  be  fo^  fort 
warble  fbith  the  priifcs  of  his  namc>  faying,  '*  Worthy  is 
Lamb  that  wa»  flaini''  Rev,  \\ 

tQthiy^  It  is  a  durable  and  evcrlaftlng  name,  PfaL  Uxil 
the  tXoit.  **  HU  name  Ihall  endure  for  erer,  his  name  Oiall 
continued  as  long  as  the  fun  \  for  men  ihail  be  blefTcd  in 
and  all  nations  0ml  1  call  him  bleffed  \  and  therefore  bti 
be  hii  ^lorions  name  {or  ercr,  and  let  the  whole  earth 
filled  with  his  filory  "     This  name  will  make  fweet  melody 
Heaven^  through  all  eternity, 

Now^  Sirs^  what  think  you  of  the  Erid? groom,  when  y^ 
bear  oi  his  name  ?  will  you  match  with  him  I  will  you  man^ 
him  ?  if  thy  heart  can  fay,  "^^  O,  if  i  had  ten  thoufand  heait* 
and  hands^  (  would  give  them  all  to  him,"  Well,  if  this  bc 
the  language  of  thy  heart,  it  is  a  done  bar^in ;  he  is  thy  Bride^ 
groom  J  and  thou  art  Lis  bride  ^  the  Lamb's  wife. 

^ffi.  2.  Oh  I  woutd  hear  more  about  him  !  Will  you  V 
me  what  is  the  Bridegroom's  pedigree  and  parentage?  of  wh( 
if  he  clefcended  ?  Anpm^  f  can  tell  you  fome  things  anent 
frctitilogy  :  *'  He  is  of  the  f^d  of  D.ivid  according  to 
fitih/*  he  is  the  ofBpring  of  ancient  kio^Sj  as  you  may  fee  i 
hit  genealogy,  Matthi  i,  and  Luke  iti.  If  you  alk  ancnt  his  di 
iriur  pediii;ice,  he  **  is  the  only  bcgorten  of  the  Father,  and  thr' 
brightntfa  of  his  glory,  and  the  eatprcfa  image  of  hi»  pcrfon***" 
But  as  to  the  manner  of  his  generation,  wlio  can  dtclare  it! 
this  is  a  fecret,  an 4  fecr.-t  things  belong  umo  the  Lord.  Only 
from  this  hint  you  may  fee,  the  Brldcgrooin  i$  fo  houourably 
defeended)  that  it  ie  a  wonder  he  Ihould  match  with  any  of 
the  f  all*?u  tribe  of  Adam> 

3uffi^  3"  Wh*Jt  is  the  Brtdegroom*s  pcrfonal  worth  and  ei* 
cellency  ?  Aftfw*  Theie  ia  fuch  a  divine  glory  in  his  perfon, 
that  the  luftre  of  it  darkens  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  that  1% 
appears  10  be  as  fackloth  and  darknefs.  Such  glory  ia  in  hit 
ntrfon,  as  da^zka  the  ryes  of  angels  to  behold  him,  If.  ju 
They  cover  ihtnr  faces  with  their  wings,  crying,  one  to  ano- 
thtf,  '*  Holy,  holjt  holy  Lord  of  hods,'*  &c.  All  the  perfect 
iHlKtof  ihe  D«;ity  (hine  with  a  mpridi^n  luftre  and  glory  in 
^f^vmof  our  gloncus  Bridegroom.     The  fuhiefs  of  the 
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b^aiieaddirdlginbimbodilr*  He  is  «  in  the  form  of  God, 
ud  tliiiib  it  not  robbciy  to  be  equal  with  God.''  So  glorioiis 
is  the  perfon  of  the  Bridegroom,  that  he  captivates  everf  eye 
isd  hem  that  beholds  hmi,  ind  imparts  h»  gloryt  in  iome 
neidiires  to  every  ibul  that  looks  on  him  by  the  eye  of  fsith> 
%  CoK.  ill- 18» "  Biu  we  all,  with  open  faee,  beholding  as  in  a 
MEh  the  glory  of  the  Lord«  are  changed  into  the  f^Mse  imagf , 
bom  ^ory  to  glory,''  &c.  The  bride,  by  looking  on  the 
^bry  of  the  Bridegroom,  is  made  like  the  '*  kmg's  daughter,  sH 
glhsnons  within,  uid  to  look  forth  as  the  momiog,  fair  as  the 
OMon,  clear  as  the  fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners  r 
O  go  forth,  ye  daughters  of  Zion,''  and  beheld  his  glory. 

^ffti  4*  What  are  the  endowments  and  qualifications  of 
dwTBfidMroom  ?  Anfw.  His  qualifications  are  fo  rare  and 
Siig9Uf$  mat  tongue  cannot  tell  tlicm,  nor  heart  cOoceiTe  them. 
Only,  to  cottimeod  him  to  yoor  efteem,  lore,  and  afieAions^ 
there  sie  thefe  few  qualifications  that  may  recommend  him 
to  any  rational  (buL 

1.  •*  For  beauty,  he  is  white  and  ruddy,  the  chiefeft  among 
ten  thottfand,  his  countenance  is  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as 
die  cedarsf  fairer  than  the  children  df  men,  and  altogether 
lovely/' 

2.  For  wifdom,  all  the^^treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge 
are  hid  in  lum  :"  he  is  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  counfel. 
So  wife,  that  he  has  outwitted  all  the  power  and  policy  of  hell 
and  earth :  although  his  enemies  dig  counfel  as  deep  as  hell, 
yet  hell  and  deftraAion  being  naked  before  him,  he  juft 
takes  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs,  and  the  counfel  of  the 
froward  he  carrieth  headlong ;  and  he  imparts  wifdom  unto 
the  Cmple  bride,  making  her  wife  unto  falvation,  acquainted 
with  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  which  are  hid  from  the 
wife  and  ptudent  of  the  world. 

3*  For  riches,  the  Bridegrctom  that  ofiers  to  match  with 
vou  is  immenfely  rich  \  he  is  a  man  of  fubftance  indeed,  and 
he  caufes  thofe  mat  love  him  to- inherit  fublUnce ;  his  riches 
are  unfearchable,  Eph.  iii.  8.  his  riches  are  durable,  Prov.' 
riiL  18. 

4.  For  honour,  he  is  renowned  in  heaven  and  earth,  ha- 
ting a  name  above  every  name  that  can  be  named ;  Prov. 
riii.  18.  **  Honour  and  riches  are  with  me."  Honour  and 
flujefty  are  before  his  face ;  and  he  makes  all  that  believe 
on  bim  honourable,  If.  iliii.  2.  *i  Ever  fince  diou  waft  pre« 
tiotts  in  my  fight,  tl)OU  haft  been  honourable,**  &c.       1 

5.  For  ftrengch,  he  is  the  man  cf  God's  right-hand,  whom 
ke  has  made  ftrbng  for  himfelf.  The  ftrength  of  omnipotence 
if  in  bim,  for  he  is  the  mighty  God,  If.  ix.  6.  and  the  Al- 

,   mighty^ 
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mighty^  Rev.  i.  8.  He  came  from  Edom,  and  from  Bdsenff 
<<  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrengthi  fliewing  himfelf 
Aighty  to  favc." 

6.  For  authority,  he  has  power  over  all  flefli,  '*  that  he  may 
^ive  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  the  Father  hath  given  him. 
All  power  is  his  in  heaven  and  in  earth ;  things  in  heaven^ 
and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  yea,  every 
knee.muft  bow  unto  him,  and  every  tongtfe  muft  confe(s,  that 
Jefus  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,** 

7.  For  meeknefs  and  lowlineft,  he  is  iiicomparable,  and  pro« 
pofes  himfelf  as  the  great  pattern  of  it  for  our  imitation,  Matth. 
xu  29.  •*  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lovely." 

8.  For  conftancy  in  his  love,  in  his  promifes,  and  tn  all  his 
amiable  excellencies,  he  is  Chrift  Jefiis,  "  the  fame  to*day, 

Jefterday,  and  for  ever."  His  name  is,  *<  I  AM;  he  refts  in 
is  love,  and  changes  not,  therefore  the  fons  of  Jacob  are  not 
confumed."  His  promifes  are  not  like  the  promifes  of  men, 
yea  to-day,  and  nay  to-morrow ;  no,  but  "  all  the  promifes  of 
God  are  in  him  yea  and  amen  ;  one  jot  or  tittle  of  what  he 
fays  (hall  never  pafs  away  ;  the  mountains  (hall  depart,  and 
the  hills  be  removed  ;  but  my  kindncfs  (hall  not  depart  from 
thee,  neither  fliall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith 
the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  upon  thee."  Thefc  are  fome, 
and  but  a  fmall  part,  of  the  qualiBcationf;  of  the  blefied 
Bridegroom  :  ^^  Goforth,  then,  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and  be- 
hold him." 


Matth.  xxv.  6 — And  at   midnight  there  was  a  cry  made, 
Bi'hcld  the  Bridegroom  cpmeth^  go  ye  out  to  meet  him* 

THE  SECNOD  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT, 

THE  third'  thing  propofed  in  the  general  method  was,  to  . 
fpeak  a  little  of  the  Bride^  for  where  there  is  a  bride- 
groom, there  muft  of  ncceflity  be  a  bride.  And  heire  the 
bride  of  Chrift  may  be  viewed  in  a  three»fold  fituation  \  rithet 
1.  As  in  a  ftate  of  nature  ;  2.  As  in  a  ftate  of  grace;  ofi 
3.  As  in  a  ftate  of  glory. 

I.  Let 


(l.)  H^et  m  view  hw  ;iS  in  her  natural  Itaie,  and  fo  wc  (l^all 

|Ead  heT  in  a  doleful  and  deplorable  condition  (I  fpeak  of  Ehe 

irieS,  whether  perfonall^  or  coLle^ivcly  confidcrcd).     If  we 

View  her  Iti  her  natural  defcent  and  pedigree ^  Oie  is  a  corrupt 

Vianch,  fprung  of  the  rotten  root  of  the  firll  Adan^  conceived 

b  fin,  broaght  forth  in  ioiqulty,  rilrog^iher  as  zn  unclean  thingi 

^lacklike  the  Ethiopian)  by  lying  among  the  pots  of  hdi,  £zek. 

tri.     Chrid  there  puts  im  church  and  people  in  mind  of  their 

mtEial  condirion,  ver.  3 — 6*  where,  by  a  lively  metaphor  of  a 

iiew  born  infant  J  the  Lord  lepreferitsthe  condition  of  all  mwi* 

*    i<  '*  Thy  navel  was  not  cut,"  L  #.  juft  feeding  and  living 

n  things  below,  for  "  that  which  h  born  of  the  ilefti  U 
Man'^  nature  fucks  m  the  poifgn  of  carnal  thingSi  and 
I9  be  carnally  minded  is  deaths 

i,  "  Thou  waft  not  fahcd  at  all."  S.dt  prefcrves  from 
ptttrcfaftion.  The  fplrit  and  grace  of  God  li  fometlmes  liken- 
ed unto  fak,  **  have  fak  in  youifdkcs."  Now,  man  by  nature 
iif^ulte  deftitute  of  this  falt^  and  fo  muft  be  wholly  putrefied 
and  corrupted,  therefore  FikeiKd  unto  a  putrefied  carcafe, 
Hoi^-  til*  or  an  open  fepulchre* 

3-  •'  No  eye  pitied  thee,  to  do  any  of  thcfe  things  unto 
thee,"  &c-  Man  of  all  crearures  is  the  mofl  helplefs  when 
h:  is  new  born,  cfpeciaily  if  call  out  in  the  open  field*  What 
can  a  Enner  do  for  himfelf  ?  or  what  ran  angds  or  men  do  for 
l^inl  ?  The  whole  creation  (tand  aloof,  und  cry,  *  Wc  cannot 
help  you  cut  from  undrr  the  curfc  of  tlie  law,  or  the  wrath  of 
an  angry  God*'  And  therefore  lie  mult  inevitably  peri  lb,  like 
the  new  born  infant,  call  out  to  the  ripen  field,  uulefs  fome  one 
take  it  up» 

Now  this  Is  the  condition  ofChrift's  bride  when  he  fct  his 
htt  upon  her,  ^s  yon  fiirc  in  the  6th  and  8th  veifcs  of  the 
fiTMe  xvt*  of  E2ek,  and  "  when  1  pafled  by  thee,  and  faw  thee 
polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  J  faid  unto  thee,  when  thou  waft 
m  thy  blood,  Live/'  Sec.  Wc  have  another  very  clear  defcrip- 
tion   of  man    in  his  n;itural  ltate»  Eph.   ii.  5 — 12.   **  And 

Eu  hath  he  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trcfpaiFcs  und  fins," 
!»;  and  Titus  iii-  3.  *'  For  wc  ourfelvesalfo  wtie  fometimea 
fooiilh,  difobedient,  deceived,  ferving  divers  lulls  and  plea- 
fures,  living  in  malice  and  envy,  haitrful  and  h;itmg  one  ano- 
ther.** Thus  you  fee  how  the  Spirit  of  God  delcribcs  the  na- 
tural condition  of  all  mankind.  Oh  how  may  it  fill  us  with 
admiration,  to  think  that  fuch  a  creature  fhould  become  a 
bride  to  the  Son  of  God  !  and  yet  his  love  furmounts  all ;  *'  O 
the  heigbth,  the  depths  the  brcadth|  and  length  of  the  love  of 
God.** 

(2.)  Let 
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(3*}  Let  us  view  the  bride  as  in  a  ft«te  of  grace,  and  1 
what  n  ft  range  alteration  free  grace  makes  upon  her,  Tl 
]£  flirofet  forth  in  Ezek,  xvi.  by  an  elegant  metaphor^  fro 
ver.  6.* — 14» 

I .  He  quickens  ber  and  gives  her  life,  vet*  6*  **  I  Gud  in 
to  tliee,  Live." 

3.  He  cafta  the  ikirt  of  hb  everlafttog  riglitcoufntfs  ov< 
her,  ver,  8, 

3.  He  takes  her  tinto  a  malriage-reUtion  with  himfej 
within  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  ver.  8- 

4.  He  wafhes  and  cleanfes  her  ivith  the  waihiDgof  regeot 
ration,  ven  9. 

5.  He  anoints  her  with  the  oil  of  his  Spirit. 

6-  He  decks  and  adonis  her  with  the  otnamenta  of  ho! 
nefs,  the  grices  of  his  Spirit,  ver*  ii>  11. 

7*  He  confers  royal  dignity  upon  her^  ver*  12,  at  thft  ckfi 
piiC3  a  ctovvn  upon  her  head- 
s' He  makes  her  per fe(l  and  complet"e  in  himCclf,  throuj 
the  comelinefs  he  puts  upon  her,  ver.  14.  Thus  you  C 
what  the  love  of  Chrift  doth  for  his  bride,  while  yet  only  : 
time  of  efpoufals. 

(^3. :  We  might  alfo  view  her  in  a  ftate  of  glory,  when  tl 
marriage  fhall  be  confummate  at  Chrifl's  fecond  coming,  b 
this  is  what  "  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,"  nor  ha 
it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  Only  I  ref 
you  to  two  or  three  texts,  that  give  us  a  glimpfc  of  the  gloi 
that  Chrift  will  then  confer  upon  his  bride,  Matth.  xiii.  4 
*^  They  fhall  fliine  forth  as  the  fun  iu  the  kingdom  of  the 
Father."  Dan.  xii.  3.  *'  They  that  be  wife  fhall  fhine  as  tl 
brightnefs  of  the  firniament,  and  they  that  turn  many 
righteoufnefs,  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever."  Col.  iii. 
**  When  Chrift  alfo  who  is  our  life  fhall  appear,  then  fhall  ] 
appear  with  him  in  glory."  i  John  iii.  2,  "  Beloved,  no 
are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  ^ 
ikall  be  ;  but  we  know,  that  when  he  fhall  appear,  we  flu 
be  like  him,  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is,"  &c.  Thus 
have  given  you  a  fhort  account  of  the  btide  in  her  natux 
ftate,  and  in  a  ftate  of  grace  and  glory. 

IV.  The  Jburtb  thing  was  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the  coming 
the  Bridegroom,     Behold  the  Bridegroom  cometh. 

Now,  to  clear  this  matter,  I  would  have  you  to  know,  th 
1  do  not  at  prefenr  fpeak  either  of  Chrift's  firft  coming  iu  tl 
flefli,  or  of  his  fecond  coming  unto  judgement.  His  hj 
t-oming  in  the  flefti  was  to  purchafe  a  bride  for  himfelf  by  \ 
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dbedienoe. and  death.  His  {econd  and  laft  comio^  at  the  end 
of  the  world,  will  be  "to  fdeannife  the  marriage,  and  to  fetch 
die  bride  home  to  the  royal  palace,  the  houfe  of  many  man* 
fiona  that  he  is  preparing  for  her  reception,  lovhen  ihe  (hall  be 
Blade  folly  ready.  I  fay,  1  do  not  at  this  time  fpeak  of  either 
of  cfaefe,  however  the  laft  may  be  intended  in  this  parable. 
At  piefent  I  ihall  fpeak  a  little  of  thefe  intennediate  vifits 
that  the  Bridegroom  makes  unto  hb  bride  during  the  time  of 
cfpottials,  hfcfor^  he  come  at  the  laft  day  to  folemnife  the 
marriage  before  men  and  angeb. 

1^,  The  Bridegroom  comes  and  vifits  his  church  and 
people  in  the  chariot  of  providence^  1  underftand  his  favour- 
able difpeafations  when  he  cornea  to  build  up  Zion,  he  ap- 
pears in  his  glory,  and  regards  the  prayer  of  the  deftitute. 
Thus  when  the  Lord  brought  Ifrael  out  of  their  Egyptian 
bondage,  with  a  high  hand  and  outftretched  arm,  plaguing 
^KJP^  flaying  their  firft  bom,  and  at  length  bringing  hia 
church  and  people  through  the  Red  fea,  while,  at  Sie  fame 
time,  he  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft,  on  which  occafion 
Krael  fang  that  fong,  Exod.  xv.  through  the  whole :  So  like- 
wife,  when  he  turnol  back  their  captivity  from  Babylon,  and 
fettled  them  again  in  their  native  land,  and  caufed  the  city  aiid 
temple  to  be  rebuilt^  and  daily  facrifice  and  oblation  to  be  of- 
fered, this  was  a  favourable  vifit  in  the  chariot  of  provi- 
dence. Much  like  unto  this,  was  the  vifit  the  Lord  made  in 
hb  providence  to  this  poor  land,  when,  at  our  reformation 
from  Popery,  he  fpirited  our  nobles,  g^utry,  and  commons, 
to  (hake  oif  the  yoke  of  Popilh  tyranny  and  idolatry,  and  to 
embrace  the  gofpei  of  Chrift,  and  authorife  the  true  reformed- 
religion,  bylaws  and  a6ts  of  parliament,  which  ftand  in  force 
to  thb  day,  and  were  adopted  by  this  church  in  the  year 
1638,  and  again  authorifed  by  law  at  the  revolution,  and 
finoe  that  time*  Thefe,  I  fay,  were  gracious  vifits  that  the 
Lord  made  to  this  diurch,  riding  in  the  chariot  of  providence, 
^'ith  the  bright  fide  towards  her  ;  ^nd  how  often  doth  he 
vifit  particular  believers,  by  favourable  difpeofations  of  pro- 
vidence^  when  they  expeAed  nothing  but  death  and  deflruc- 
tion.  He  has  interpofed  mercifully  for  their  deliverance,  and 
made  them  to  fing  with  David,  Pfal.  cxvi.  **  I  was  brought* 
low,  and  he  helped  me."  And  Pfal.  ciii.  "  He  rcdecineth 
mj  life  from  deftrudton,  and  crownech  me  with  loving  kind- 
neb  and  tender  mercy/' 

Sometimes  again  the  dark  fide  of  the  chariot  appears  in 
gloomy  and  wrathlike  difpenfations,  as  when  he  fcts  up  the 
right  hand  of  the  cruel  enemy  over  them,  gives  them  like 
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^<  fheep  to  the  flaughter^  to  be  killed  all  the  day  Itfbg  t^  Wheio 
be  breaks  them  with  breach  upoa  bteacb,  and  ralhes  upon 
them  like  a  giant  ;^'  as  in  the  cafe  of  Job :  when  he  caft  the 
three  children  into  a  fiery  furnace,  and  Danid  into  the  lions 
den.  Thefe  and  the  like  difpenfations  have  %  very  black  and 
difmal  afpeft ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  church  and*  people  of  Gk>d 
are  ready  to  cry  out  with  Jacob,  **  All  thefe  things  are  againft 
us.'*  And  yet  the  black  chariot  of  providence  is  bottomed 
and  lined  with  love,  grace,  and  mercy,  as  appeared  in  the 
cafe  of  Job,  Daniel,  the  three  children,  and  Jacob;  andfo 
the  fcripture  comes  to  be  fulfilled,  that  **  all  the  ways  of 
the  Lord  are  mercy  and  peace  to  them  that  love  him," 
Pfal.  ciii. ;  and  Rom.  viii»  28.  **  All  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  Crod,  to  them  who  are  the  called 
according  to  his  purpofe." 

But  I  do  not  at  prelcnt  fpeak  fo  much  of  the  vifits  that  the 
Lord  Chrift  makes  unto  his  people  in  the  chariot  of  provi* 
dence,  as  the  vifits  he  makes  to  them  in  the  chariot  of  the 
gofpel  revelation,  and  ordinances  of  his  appointment,  fuch  as 
word,  fajcrament,  prayer,  meditation,  Chriftian  conference, 
and  the  like,  which  are  fo  mahy  tryfting  places,  in  which  the 
Bridegroom  comes  and  vifits  his  bride,  manifeRing  forth  his 
glory  to  her,  fpreading  his  banner  of  Igve  over  her.  Nowy 
iis  to  the  vifits  that  .Chrift  makes  to  his  bride  of  this  kind,  in 
the  ch;iriot  of  the  gofpel  revelation,  there  are  thefe  fiew  things 
I  would  remark  concerning  them. 

i^.  The  firft  vifit  of  diftinguifbing  love  that  he  mrakes  to 
the  bride  is  in  the  day  of  coi)verfion,  when  he  draws  by  the 
veils  of  ignorance,  unbelief,  error,  and  prejudice,  and  manip 
fefts  himfeif  to  her  in  his  divine  glory,  fulnefs,  fuitablenefs,  and 
excellency,  in  fuch  a  way  as  raviihes  her  heart  with  his  love 
and  iovelinefs.  This  is  called  the  time  of  efpoufals.  Cant, 
iii.  lall,  becaufe  then  it  is  that  the  confent  of  the  bride  is 
gained,  aiid  her  heart  drawn  after  the  bridegroom  with  the 
irrefiftible  cords  of  viSorious  love.  Of  this  the  Lord  puts 
Ifrael  in  mind,  when  he  fays,  **  1  remember  thc^,  the  kind- 
nefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine  efpQufals,  wben  thou 
wenteft  alter  me  in  tiic  wildernefs,  in  a  land  that  was  not 
fown,"  Jer.  ii.  2. 

2:i/j\  The  heart  of  the  bride  being  thus  hanked  or  catcbed 
with  the  glory  of  the  Bridegroom,  he,  for  holy  and  wife 
iencis,  withdraws  commonly  his  fenfible  prefence,  and  leaves 
her  with  a  promifc  cf  his  returning  in  due  time  ;  like  that, 
John  xiv.  18.  **  I  %vill  rot  have  ycu  ccmfortlefs  ;  1  will  come 
tpyou;"  or  that,  John  xiv.  21.  23.  "He  that  lovcth  mc 
I  llw!l 
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llkdl  be  loved  of  mj  Father,  and  I  will  love  hiai;  and  maaii 
fcft  mylidf  unto  him,"  &c.  or  John  xvi.  ii.  ^  I  will  fee^on 
again,  and  your  hearts  (hall  rejoice,'*  Sec.  Yoii  know  it  ia 
noc  nbal  £at  the  bridegroom  to  ftaj  or  cohabit  with  the  bride^ 
even  after  the  efponfida^  until  tht  marriage  be  folcmnifed^ 
and  then  they  take  np  honfe^  and  dwell  together  i  but  until 
Omt  tune  come,  he  makes  only  paffing^vifics,  or  comes  and 
goea^  only  when  he  goes^  he  leaves  her  with  a  promife  oE 
coming  hidk*  Juft  fo  is  it  in  the  prefeat  cafe,  Ghrift  leaves 
fais  peopte  with  a  promife  to  fupport  them  in  his  abfence. 

Sdfyt  I  rem&rk^  that  Ghrift  is  many  times  prefent  with  the 
bride  and  fpbufe;  when  (he  is  not  aware  of  it.  An  inftance 
of  this  we  have  in  the  cafe  of  Jacob,  Gc-n.  zxviii.  i6.  The' 
Lord  there  appears  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  when  he  awakes, 
he  ftys,  ^  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place,  and  I  knew  it 
not;'*  and  Mary,  John  xx*  14.  ihe  is  weeping^  and  fajring; 
^  They  have  udsLcn  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where 
tliey  haVe  laid  him.**  She  was  fpeaking  to  Ghrift  himfel^ 
but  knew  not  that  it  was  Ghrift,  but  fuppofing  him  to  be  the 
gardener,  faid  to  him,  '*  Sir,  if  thou  haft  borne  him  hence, 
tdl  me  where  thou  haft  laid  him,  knd  I.  will  take  him  away," 
&c.  So  we  fee  the  fame  in  the  cafe  of  the  difciples  going  *6 
Emmaus,  Luke  xxiv.  Ghrift  was  converfing  with  them,  acd 
opening  unto  them  the  fcriptiires,  reproving  them  for  their 
unbelief;  and  yet  they  did  not  know  that  it  was  he,  until, 
upon  refle&ioD,  they  fay  one  to  another,  **  Biid  not  our  hearts 
bum  .within  us  while  he  talked  with  us,'*  &c. 

4iify,  Every  viiit  the  Bridegroom  of  fouls  makes  unto  his 
bride  is  an  aflured  pledge  of  after  vifits,  until  he  come  to  con- 
(ammate  the  marriage  at  the  end  of  the  day  ;  for,  as  we  are 
told,  Hof.  vi.  3.  **  His  going  forth  is  prepared  as  the  mom- 
bg.*'  As  the  break  of  day  is  a  pledge  of  the  fun's  riung^ 
tad  his  riilng  is  a  pledge  of  his  afcetiding  to  the  meridian  or 
mid-day ;  fo  ev^ry  vifit  that  Ghrift  makes  to  the  foul  makes 
way  for  further  difpoveries  of  his  glory,  until  the  day  of  glo- 
ry break,  and  all  fliadows  for  ever  flee  away. 

Stifyf  The  Bridiegroom  loves  fometimes  tofurprife  the  bride 

with  his  viftts,  he  comes  even  at  midnight,  when  ihe  is  little 

looking  for  him,  Gant.  vi.  1 2.  **  Or  ever  I  was  aware,  my 

fiml  made  me  like  the  chariota  of  Amminsfdib ;"  or,  aS  it 

ieads  in  the  margin,  **  fet  me  on  the  chariots  of  my  wilt* 

ing  people.**     So  I  fa.  xMc.  14,  15.     Zion  is  there  faying, 

Bitder  a  dark  cloud  of  defertion»  **  The  Lord  hath  forfakeu 

Ine^  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me:**  But,  all  on  a  fud^! 

Ben,  the  Lord  comes,  and  fays,  ''Can  a  woman  forgeiaet 
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fi^ekiag  child^  tliat  fhe  ihould  not  have  compaffioii  oa  tSalit 
ion  of  h«F  womb  ?  Yea,  they  maj  forget,  jet  wiU  I  not 
forget  thee." 

6tbly^  Thefd  feafible  furprifing  yiGis  of  the  Bridogrooaiy 
they  are  but  rare,^  and  of  a  ihort  continuance  s  thej^  are  like 
a.biig:ht  Uink  of  the  fun  from  under  the  cbud,  which  in  a 
little  a  prefeotly  overcaft  ^ith  a  new  cloud,  like  that  of  the 
difcipks  upon  Mount  Tabor,  at  Chrift's  trans figuratioot  when 
thry  (aw  liiscogntenance  to  (hinc  as  the  fun>  his  raiment  whitct 
as  the  light,  and  a  voice  faying,  <'  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
M^hom  I  am  well  pleafed :"  but  ere  ever  thcv  were  awarcy  a 
da.rl;  cloud  interctpts  all.  ^«<//.  Wky  are  the  Bridrgroom't 
vUitg  fo  rare»  ami  of  a  fliort  continuance.  An[v}n  The  Lord 
will  have  it  fo,.  to  let  the  bride  know  that  the  marriage  is  not 
yet  cQi^funimate,  and  flie  is  only  yet  in  a  flate  of  efpoufals: 
colMbitation  only  follows  the  conlummation  of  the  marriage 
in  heaven.  Again,  the  bxlde,  while  here  nway,  in  a  date  of 
iiiiperfc^llon,  is  not  able  to  bear  a  conftant  fcllowfliip  with 
the  Bridegroom,  I  mean  bright  Aiinfible  manifeftations,  the 
old  bottles  emaot  bear  much  of  that  new  wine.  Paul  him- 
fclf  W2.S  in  danger  of  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  through 
abundance  of  manifefiarions ;  and  tlicr.fore  a  mtiTengcr  of 
Satpn  WAS  fent  to  buHlt  Lim.  And,  ;v^^in,  by  this  way  he 
makes  them  long  for  heaven,  where  the  Bridegroom  and  the 
bride  fliall  m<fct,  never  to  part,  faying,  "  I  defire  to  depart^ 
^nd  be  with  Jcfufi,  which  is  bed  of  all." 

7/ZVv,  I  he  Ikidcgroom  may,  and  frequently  doth  intermit? 
hi«  vifits  for  a  very  long  fpace  of  time ;  he  may  abfcnt  himfelf 
not  only  for  days,  or  wpcks,  or  months,  but  for  years,  and 
many  m:\ny  years  together.  It  is  thought,  that  long  twenty 
years  intervened  between  Jacob's  Bethel  vifit,  Gen.  xxxviii. 
i8.  and  his  vifit  he  got,  chao.  xxxi.  13.  When  the  Lord  ap- 
peared unto  him,  faying,  *'  I  am  the  God  of  Bethel,  where 
thou  anoinredd  the  pillar,  and  where  thou  vowedft  a  vow 
unto  mc."  It  is  no  ftrange  thing  for  the  faints  to  be  walk- 
ing in  darknefs,  and  fecinji;  no  li^'ht :  and,  \\\  this  cafe,  they 
are  ready  to  cry  with  David,  Pfal.  xiii.  i.  "  How  long,  how 
long  wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  raci"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  "  Where" 
arc  thy  former  loving  kindnefles,"  &c. ;  Pfal.  Ixxyii.  "  Hath 
God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  will  he  be  favourable  no 
more  ?"  &c.  The  rcafon  of  this  withdrawing  is  either  fome 
idol  harboured,  or  to  hide  pride  from  their  eyes,  or  to  quick- 
en the  foul's  longin^r  after  himfelf,  or  to  teach  and  train  them 
up  unto  a  life  of  frath  upon  the  prcmifc  \  for  here  •'  we  walk 
by  faith,  and  not  by  fight." 

8/.V;>,  Although  the  Bridegroom  may  be  long  abfent,  yet 

he 


3m  Will  vefiim  it  length,  when  his  own  time  comesi  which  is 
mj  lyeft  iiodi  fdr  his  gtory  and  het  good.  He  will  hot  cototehd 
fbrercr,  neither  will  he  be  alwap  wrotb,  left  the  fpirk  of 
the  poor  bride  (houid  fail  within  her :  '<  Wecfiing  may  endure 
for  %  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning,**  PfaK  xxx.  5* 
So  If.  ItT.  5.-^8.  "  Tkf  Maker  is  thine  Htiffaand.  For  a  fmall 
moment  have  1  forfaken  thee,  and  in  a  little  wrath  have  I  hid 
mj  ftce  ffom  thee  for  a  moment:  but  with  gre«it  mercy  will 
I  gather  thee,  and  with  cverlading  kindnefa  wiii  I  have  mercy 
<m  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer." 

9/Mr,  Let  him  come  ^en  he  wiU»  or  how  he  will,  he  Is 
ay  welcome;  for  he  brings  all  good  with  him.  ^uift.  What 
ddth  he  brin|;  with  him.  jlnfio,  1.  He  brings  hi»  Father  with 
fcitn,  John  xrv.  23.  **  My  Farhet  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  2.  He 
brings  die  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holjf  Ghoft,  along  with 
him  ;  and  then  the  foul  is  anointed  as  with  frefli  oil^  which 
mikes  the  heart  glad,  and  the  countenance  to  (hine.  ^.  He 
bringi  peade  and  joy  with  him,  a  **  peace  that  pafles  all  ah- 
dctfttnding,  i  joy  that  is  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory." 
.  4.  He  brih^s  victory  over  (in,  Satan,  death,  and  hell,  ilong  with 
ilim  s  ind,  in  a  word,  he  brings  pardon  of  (in,  and  all  man- 
ner of  filtration,  along  with  him«  And  therefore,  I  fay,  let 
him  come  when  or  how  he  will,  he  is  ay  welcome.  But  I 
^afs  this,  .and  fhould  now  go  on  to 

V.  The  ^/th  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  which  was  to 
fpeak  to  the  duty  called  for  in  all  the  virgins,  upon  the  inti- 
mation and  warning  given  them,  Go  ye  out  to  meet  him.     But  . 
this  I  refer  unto  another  occafion. 


ACTION    SERMON. 

Matth.  txv.  6.*-^ And  at  midnight  there  ivas  a  cry  made^  Be» 
bold  the  Bridt groom  cometh^  go  ye  out  to  meet  him. 

THE  THIRD  SERMON  ON  Ti:iS  T£XT. 

HAVING  in  fome  former  difcourfes  fpoken  of  the  Bride- 
groom and  of  the  bride,  and  of  the  coming  of  the 
Bridegroom,  I  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  the  call  and  fum* 
mens  given  to  the  virgins,  both  wife  and  foolifli,  Go  ye  out  to 

meet 


:^    ,  Tie  vft/iVkghu  going  firth 

t  meit  Urn.  And  this  1  (h?U  endeaTour  to  diTcoiirfe  by  refolTiog 
:uke  tew  feiiowing  queftions  that  may  be  put  by  the  pro£eflcd 
virgins  that  are  hearing  me. 

I.  What  i«  fuppofed  or  implied  in  the  duty^  Co  ye  cut  to 
wueibimi 

a.  What  is  the  motbn  of  the  fool  in  going  oat  to  meet 
him  ? 

'  3.  For  ^hat  end  and  pu^pofe  are  we  to  go  out  and  meet 
die  Bridegroom  ? 

4.  Where  may  we  ci^peQ  to  meet  him  i 

5.  Who  they  are  that  ftand  faireft  for  a  meeting  with  him 
in  love  and  mrrcy  ? 

'  6.  What  fort  of  a  meeting  hare  the  wife  virgins  with  the 
Bridegroom,  when  they  go  fonh  to  meet  him  in  a  way  of  be- 
fieving  ? 

^ueft.  What  is  fuppofed  or  implied  in  the  duty»  Go  ye  out 
U  meet  bim  ? 

ift^  It  fuppofes  a  prefent  diftancp  between  them  and  the 
Bridegroom.  There  was  a  total  diftance  between  him  and  the 
foolifh  virgins ;  they  had  heard  of  him  by  the  hearing  of  the 
car,  but  their  eyes  had  never  feen  him,  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge  of  his  glory  had  never  (hined  in  their  hearts.  Oh  I  how 
many  fucl^  have  we  in  our  Chriflian  aflcmblies,  *'  whom  the 
god  of  this  world  has  blinded,  led  the  light  of  the  glorious 
gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  (hould  ihine  unto 
them  ?  And  as  there  was  a  total  diftance  between  Chrift  and 
the  fooHih  virgins,  fo  there  was  a  partial  diftance  between  him 
and  the  wife  virgin^,  othervife  they  had  not  been  flumbcring 
and  fleeping. 

2(//j,  Goje  out  to  meet  bim.  It  fuppofes,  that  it  is  the  vrox\ 
and  bufincfs  of  God's  heralds  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  meet- 
ing between  Chrift  and  fiuners,  to  bring  Chrift  near  to  fin- 
■crs,  and  finners  near  to  Chrift.  When  Chrift  was  coming, 
yea  aAually  come  in. the  fl<!ni  to  the  Jcwifli  nation,  John  the 
Baptift  cried,  "  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord>  make  ftraight 
in  the  defert  a  high  way  for  our  God."  We,  as  ambaffadors  * 
for  the  Bridegroom,  come  to  bef  eech  and  intreat  finners  to  go 
out  and  nie<  t  the  Bridegroom  in  a  way  of  believing,  and 
faints  (wife  virgit.s)  to  go  out  and  hold  communion  with  him 
in  the  renewed  airings  of  faith.  Wifdom  crieth  to  all  pro- 
inifcuoufly,  '*  Come,  eat  of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine 
^hic}i  1  have  mingled." 

3<//y,  Go  ye  out  to  meet  him.    It  implies,  that  the  Bridegroom 
is  not  afar  off,  but  that  he  is  nigh  at  hand.     It  is  the  way  <4 
vnbcrlief,  and  a  deceitful  heart,  to  fay,  <*  The  Lord  delayeth  1 
hi9  coming  ^"  he  is  behind  the  mouniainsj  while  yet  he  is  at 

the 
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die  door:  Rer.iii.  20.  <<  Behold,  I  ftand  at  the  door  and 
Iraock  %  if  any  man  hear  my  voice»  and  open  the  door»  I  will 
come  into  him,  and  wiU  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.*' 
And  dierefore,  ^^  (ay  pot  in  thine  heart,  who  ihall  afcend  into 
heaven?  (that  is,  to  bring  Chrift  down  from  a|>ove)  or,  whp 
IhaH  defcend  into  the  deep  ?  that  is,  to  brin^  Chrift  again 
from  die  dead)rT-For  the  yord  \%,  nigh  thee,  even  m  thy  mouth, 
and  in  thy  hearty  that  is  the  word  of*  faith,  which  we  preach,-' 
Rom  X*  6*^»8»  ^ 

4^/f>  (shj^outfo  meet  fnm.  It  fays,  that  the  Bridegroom 
is  a  perfon  w  note  and  merit,  that  he  is  worthy  of  all  recep- 
tion and  entertaiqmeqt :  i  Tim.  i.  1 5.  .**  This  is  a  faithUil 
£^yin&  and  worthy  of  all  acceputioo,  that  Chrift  Jefua  came 
intd  the  world  to  fave  finners.'*  Sirs,  we  tell  you,  that  the 
Bridegroom  is  worthy  of  the  greateft  welcome :  his  perfon  is 
worthy,  for  he  b  the  Son  of  Qod  j  and  he  comes  upon  a 
worthy  and  wonderful  errand,  even  to  fave  finners,  'and  noc 
pnly  io,  but  to  wed  them  for  a  bride  j  for  he  is  £iying,  *^  ( 
swill  betrothe  thee  unto  me  for  ever/' 

Siify^  G0  ye  Ota  to  meet^lnm.  It  implies,  that  the  Bridegroom 
is  not  to  be  found  within,  but  without,  G^  ye  out  to  meet  him. 
Quakers  and  eothufiafts  boaft  of  a  Chrift  within  them  ;  but 
though  Chrift,  by  his  Spirit,  dwells  in  the  heart  of  a  true  be«> 
liever,  yet  the  firft  meeting  that  faith  has  with  Chrift,  is  by 
going  out  to  mee(  him  ;  It  is  a  Chrift  outwardly  revealed  in 
the  word  that  true  faith  deals  with :  the  grace  of  faith  is  in- 
deed featcd  in  the  foul,  as  the  eye  is  in  the  body,  but  then, 
like  the  eye  of  the  body,  it  is  wholly  taken  up  with  objdds 
without  itfelf.  Faith  lies  in  a  continual  outgoing  toward 
Chrift  revealed  and  exhibit  in  the  word :  Ifrael  had  never 
f9ttnd  the  manna,  unlefs  they  had  gone  put  to  gather  it ;  and 
they  had  never  been  healed  of  the  (lings  of  the  fiery  ferpents, 
acept  they  had  looked  without  to  the  brazen  ferpent:  fo  we 
fluU  neyer  meet  th&  Bridegroom,^  except  we  go  out  and  mee 
]um. 

ttbly^  Go  ye  out  to  meet  fiim.  It  fays,  that  in  believing  in 
Chrift,  in  receiving  him,  there  is  a  difbanding  of  other  lovers; 
for  *<  no  man  can  ftrve.two  mafters."  Sin,  Satan,  and  the 
world,  have  dominion  over  the  man,  while  in  a  natural  and 
Chriftlefs  ftate  -,  he  is  playing  the  harlot  with  other  lovers ; 
fome  luft  or  idol  he  is  hug);ing  in  his  bofom,  that  is  as  dear 
to  him  as  a  right  hand  or  right  eye.  But  now,  whenever  he 
goes  out  to  meet  the  Bridegroom,  he  cries  with  Ephraim, 
Ho[.  xiv.  8.  "  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ?  O 
Lordj  our  God,  other  lords,  btfides  thee,  l\ave  had  domi- 
*        •  '  nioo 
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irion  OTtr  me ;  but  by  thee  only  will  I  aiake  mention  6f  Hkif 
name,"  If.  xxvi.  13.  uti 

T4hly^  Go  ye  cut  to  meet  kim.  It  (ays,  that  the  foul,  in  be- 
liettng  or  receiving  Chrift,  quits  all  fiaUb  confidences,  and 
arires  out  of  thefe  beds  of  floch  and  feciirity  upoki  which  it 
was  ftretching  itfelf.  The  virgins  here,  they  were  all  flam- 
bering  and  fleq)ing,  fome  of  them  upon  one  bed  ^of  floth, 
and  fome  upon  another.  But  the  cry  comes  at  mid$iight^  Be^ 
hold  the  Bridegroom  cctneth,  go  ye  out  to  meet  him  s  which  fays 
plainly,  that  they  behoved  to  qoit  their  (hort  bedf»  and  caft 
away  their  narrow  coverings,  if  they  would  meet  the  Bride- 
groom>  and  have  fcllowftiip  with  him.  i.  There  is  ihc  bed 
of  fpiritual  death  and  fecurity,  Eph.  v.*  14.  **  Awake,  thou 
that  ileepeil,  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  (hall  give 
thee  light/*  2.  We  muft  quit  the  bed  of  church  privileges, 
and  go  forth  from  thcfe  5  and  beware  of  faying,  "  The  temphs 
of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord 
are  thefe."  3.  The  bed  of  civility  and  moral  honcfty :  the 
young  man  in  the  gofpel  could  fay,  "  All  thefe  things  have  I 
kept  from  my  youth  up,*'  and  yet  was  a  llranger  to  Chti(l| 
and  to  the  new  birth.  4.  The  bed  of  a  legal  righteoufnefs  \ 
we  mOlt  arife  out  of  that,  for  by  "  the  works  of  the  law  no 
fltfh  living  can  be  judified.**  5.  The  bed  of  evangelical  tigh- 
tcoufijcfs  ;  this  alfo  muft  be  quitted,  if  ever  we  would  go  forth 
and  meet  the  Bridegroom.  Some  fetk  righteoufnefs  hot  di« 
Tc£tly  by  the  law,  but,  "  as  it  were,  by  the  works  of  the 
law."  1  hey  make  ihcir  faith,  love,  rtpentance,  and  obedience, 
UHto  a  pretended  new  gofpel  law*  a  fort  of  righteoufnefs  to 
themf-lves,  and  thereupon  build  their  faith  and  hope  of  the 
imputation  of  the  righteoufnefs^  which  is  nothing  but  a  fubtle 
way  of  fubvcrting  the  whole  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  the  method 
of  free  juftification  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  alone,  a 
building  the  imputatioii  of  Chrill's  righteoufnefs  upon  ftraW 
and  Hubble,  and,  at  bcfl,  a  profane  jumbling  cf  Chrift's  righ- 
teoufnefs and  our  ov/n  tcj^ethtr,  an  error  againft  which  the 
apolllc  denounceth  an  anathema,  Gal.  i.  6.  8. 
-  8//>/),  Go  ye  out  to  mett  him.  It  implies  fome  knowledge  of 
the  bnde^ioom,  accoi:;panicd  with  an  afll-nt  of  the  mind  untd 
(he  report  of  tiie  gofpel,  and  the  record  of  God  concerning 
him  ;  for  v/e  do  not  ^,0  out  to  meet  llrangers,  of  whom  wc 
huvc  no  kr?owlcdgc,  or  of  whom  we  have  ntver  heard:  the 
foul  that  goes  our  to  meet  Chrilt,  ij  made  to  know  him.  By 
*'  his  knowledge  Ihall  my  righteous  Servant  juftify  many:" 
and,  from  the  knowltdge  it  has  of  his  perfon  and  mediation, 
it  al!<  nts  to  wi.at  is  recorded  of  him  in  the  word,  and  report- 
ed of  liini  in  a  preached  gofpel  j  and  is  ready  to  fay,  as  the 
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Qimq  of  Shabiy  vhes  (he  ftv  die  glorf  of  King  Solonon» 
aaS  hdird  bk  wifdom^  « 'fhe  half  ( vhat  I  heacd  a(  t  diftancc) 
ivai  ael  CdU  me»  to  what  I  sow  fee  aind  know/  <*  This  is 
life  eternal,  that  thejr  might  know  thee^  the  onijr  true  God^ 
ami  Jffet  Ghrift  wbooa  thou  haft  fe&t'' 

^iift  It  implies  a  high  efl»eai  and  beavtr  approbation  of 
tbcptrfon  of  Cbrift^  and  the  method  of  jnftifieation,  fand»« 
ficttiont  and  fidratiott,  thnnigh  bim.  Oh  f  will  the  ibnl  Ujf  • 
he  ia  *'  worthy  of  all  acceptation'*  indeed :  *<  Whom  have  C 
in  beatrea.  but  thce^  and  there  b  none  upon  earth  that  I  deiift 
befideft  thee.  Yea,  doubtleft,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lo(t, 
for  the  eieellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  I^brd : 
that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him ;  aind  unto  yon 
iribo  beliere  he  is  precious/' 

lO/Mr,  Go  je  out  to  mat  binu  It  implies  an  outgoing  of  the 
Klbole  foiilf  in  all  its  sowers  and  faculties,  after  the  Bride- 
gioonii  amd  an  aftual  lubfcribtng  the  contraA  of  the  new  coii 
TCQMit,  with  heart  and  hand,  according  to  what  b  propheiied 
and  promifed^  If.  xli¥.3.  *'  One  (hall  &y,  I  am  the  Lord's  ; 
and  another  (ball  call  bimfclf  by  the  name  of  Jacob  f  and  an* 
other  fliall  fubfcribe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  firname 
himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael/'  And,  from  that  time  for^ 
ward*  the  bride  is  betrothed  unto  the  Bridegroom,  according 
to  that,  Hof.  ii.  19.  20.  She  now  bcf^ins  to  call  him  I/bi  $ 
ifty  huiband  being  the  echo  of  the  bride's  voice  unto  the  words 
cf  the  Briidegrooro,  If.  liv.  5.  **  Thy  Maker  b  thine  Hufband  1 
the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name." 

I  libly^  Go%€  out  to  meet  him.  It  implies,  that  it  is  the  duty, 
and  wiU  be  the  defire  of  the  foul  efpoufed  to  Chrift  to  purftfo 
;iiter  the  enjoyment  of  him,  and  feliowfhip  with  him,  in  all  tho 
duties  and  ordinances  of  his  appointment,  while  in  a  ftate  of 
efpou0»ls,  till  the  tnarriage  be  confummate  at  the  end  of  time. 
Put  xxixi:  4.  "  One  thing  have  I  dc(Jred  06  the  Lord,  that 
will  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all 
the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
inquire  in  his  temple.^  It  is  but  a  toom  houfe  to  the  bride 
wIko  the  Bridegroom  is  abfcnt;  and  therefore  when  (he 
ipiflef  bim,  ihe  goes  mourning  without  the  fun,  crying,  <<  O 
that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him,  faw  ye  htm  whom  my 
foul  loveth,''  &c.  So  much  for  the  firft  queftion.  I  now  pro- 
ceed to, 

TYieficond  queftion ;  What  h  the  motion  of  the  bride  ?  or 
how  doch  ihe  more  when  ihe  goes  out  to  meet  the  Bride* 
oroonii  ?  For  going  out  co  meet  him  implies  motion.  I  aa* 
fwer, 

ift,  It  is  not  a  carnal  or  corporeal,  but  a  fpiritual  and  a 
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foal  motion :  ^*0  my  fou),  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lotd,  tfaoti 
art  mj  Lord/  Pfal.  xvi.  2.  ^  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my 
foul»'*  Pfal.  cxYi.  7.  If.  xivi.  9.  <*  With  my  foul  have  I  defired 
thcc,^'  &c- 

2d/p,  It  is  not  a  blind,  but  a  rational  and  underftanding  mo- 
tion :  he  diraws  with  the  cor4,s  of  a  man,  and  with  the  bands  of 
lore.  The  entrance  of  God's  word  hmnfi^  given  light  to  the 
mindi  he  has  got  an  underftanding  to  know  him  that  is  tme^ 
So  that  the  man  In  going  out  to  meet  the  Bridegroom,  knowS' 
well  what  he  is  doings  for  he  knows  the  Lord,  and  therefore 
follows  on  to  know  him  more  and  more. 

31^,'  It  is  not  a  forced>  but  a  free  and  voluntary  tnotton  the 
foul  hath,  when  it  goes  out  to  meet  the  Bridegroom,  Pfal.  ex.  7i 
•*Thy  people  ^all  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  He 
rejoices  to  meet  the  Lord  in  his  way%  &c. 

Atih,  It  is  not  acoldj  but  a  moft  aff^£iionate  motion.  AH 
the  afleAions  of  the  foul  are  taken  up  with  the  glorf  of  the 
Bridegroom,  fuch  as  love,  delight,  defire,  that  before  were  pur- 
fuing  other  lovers,  do  now  centre  upon  him  alone. 

^tlffyj  It  is  not  a  flow^  but  a  fwift  and  fpeedy  motion  :  ^'  I  made 
hafte,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  righteous  judgement!." 
Like  the  flight  of  a  dove  to  its  windows,  when  purfued  by 
the  birds  of  prey,  or  that  of  the  man-flayer  to  the  city  of  re* 
fugc. 

6tblff  It  is  not  a  carelefs,  but  a  careful  and  refolute  motion* 
The  man,  in  going  out  .to  meet  the  Bridegrom,  is  refolved  to 
be  at  him,  and  with  him,  whatever  bars  or  impediments  be  id 
the  way  :  he  will  not  fay,  **  there  is  a  lion  in  the  way,  a  lion  iq 
the  ftreets :"  no  ;  although  lions  and  leopards  be  in  his  way  f 
though  all  the  armies  of  iiell,  and  (bowers  of  fiery  darts  be  in 
his  way,  he  will  break  through  them  all. 
.  ^tbiy,  It  is  a  praying,  importunate,  and  wreftling  motion. 
The  man  in  going  out  to  meet  the  Bridegroom,  is  crying,  "0 
when  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  ?  And  O  that  I  knew  where  I 
might  find  him,"  &c. 

8/^/v,  It  is  a  very  myfterious  motion :  the  foul  is  carried  out 
after  CJhrift,  and  it  knows  not  how  :  like  the  wind  which  blows 
where  it  lifteth,  we  hear  the  found  of  it,  "  but  cannot  tell 
whence  it  comcth,  or  whitiier  it  goeth.*' 

c)tMyt  It  is  a  joyful  and  cheerful  motion.  O  with  what  ala- 
crity doth  the  foul  receive  and  embrace  the  Bridcgrooip,  in  the 
day  of  efpoufals?  the  foul  is  JL't  filled  "  with  joy  and  peace  in 
believing  ;  yea,  a  joy  unfpcikable  and  full  of  glory,"  fay 
ing,  "  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb 
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TIm  tUti  queftion,  For  what  end  and  parpofe  are  ve  called 
» go  out  and  meet  the  Bridegroom  i 

\fi^  We  arc  to  go  ou^  and  behold  him,  and  contemplate  his 
lory*  Csintk  iii.  laft,  ^*  Go  forth*  O  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and 
ehoMKiog  Solomon,"  &c.  If.  xliL  i.  <*  Behold  my  fenrant 
horn  I  uphold,  mine  cleft  in  .whom  my  foul  delightetb/'  &c. 
he  Lprdt  by  the  prophet*  had  been  reproting  the  nations  for 
leir  idolatry^  in  the  cloie  of  the  preceding  chapter,  Tcr.  29* 
Behold  they  ^xt  all  vanity,  their  worlu  are  nothing,  their 
lolten  iiiages  are  wind  and  confuGon."  Well,  to  take  their 
urts  off  ihfcir  idols,  he  prefents  them  with  an  objeA  worthy 
F  their  looks :  It  is  as  if  the  Lord  had  faid,  Turn  away  your 
fcs  from  beholding  vanity,  and  behold  **  mane  eledk  in  whom 
ly  fottl.delighteth,^  &c.  As  if  he  had  faid.  He  is  worthy  to 
e  beheld,  and,  if  you  knew  him,  yon  would  think  little  of  all 
iher  ob|e£ls  that  take  up  your  mind. 

24//f,  We  arc  to  go  out,  and  admire  and  wonder  at  the  glo- 
y  of  his  perfon  and  mediation  *,  for  one  of  the  names  of  the 
kidegroom  u  Wonderful,  If.  ix.  6.  Admire  the  union  of  the 
vo  natures  in  him,  ^'  for  without  controv'erfy  great  is  the  myf- 
ery  of  godlincfs,  Gcd  was  maniftftcd  in  the  flcih ;  admire  the. 
urighth,  the  depth,  the  breadth^  and  the  length,  of  the  love  of 
3od,"  in  matching  with  our  nature,  that  he  might  be  a  fit 
Bridegroom  for  us,  and  match  with  our  perfpns  :  **  Verily  he 
:00k  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels^  but  he  took  on  him  the 
feed  of  Abraham."  Admire  the  exploits  he  has  wrought  in  the 
pc^t  workof  bur  redemption;  he  has  brought  over  an  angry  and 
ofiemied  God|  to  i)e  a  God  with  us  Admire  how  he  ha>  bruifed 
the  head  of  the  ferpcnt,  finithcd  tranfgrefBon,  made  an  tnd 
of  Gn,  r.  ade  rtconcili.ition  for  iniquity^  brought  in  an  everlaft- 
lug  righteoufncfsy  and  confirmed  the  covenant  with  many,  and 
made  the  facrifice  and  oblation  to  ceafe.  Oh  !  how  (hould  thefe 
tilings  make  us  cry  out  with  aomirition,  as  the  church  doth,  If* 
Ixiii.  !•  *^  Who  is  this  that  cometh  froii>  Edom,  with  died  gar- 
ments from  Bi^zrah,'*  &c. 

idl^^  We  (hould  go  out  and  iheet  him  fo  as  to  match  with 
lim,  tor  he  is  tne  Bridegroom,  and  wants  a  bride  among  the 
ions  of  men,  Prov.  viii.  jo.  The  day  of  his  cfpoufals  with  any 
poor  foul  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart  \  he  jud  rejoi- 
cc*i  over  that  poor  foul  that  ^vt^^  its  conf  nt  to  take  him  for  %, 
Hafband,  as  a  bridegroom  rejoices  over  his  bride^  and  iht  rtport 
of  it  rciiChin^  htavcii,  mak  s  all  the  angels  and  Ipiriis  of  juft 
men  mad  perfcft  to  rt  joice  with  hmi  O  then  go  out  a.d 
meet  him,  and  prefcnt  yourielvcs  as  chatte  virgins  to  this  on^ 
Hulband. 
4/i&/y,  Go  out  and  meet  himi  ?nii  leaft  with  him^  slud  feed 
Vol.  ill.  I  i.  upon 


5/A/y,  Go  out  and  meet  him,  and  lift  with  hinij 
Bridegroom  is  a  **  man  of  war,  and  the  armies  whit 
heaven  follow  liim,"  Rev.  xix.  14*  Viri;iri  fouls  at 
**  folbwthe  Lambi  whltherfjoever  he  goeth/^  Rev-  xi 
thcf  that  folbw  him,  he  makes  th^m  ali  coiiquerars,  j 
than  conquerors,  and  admks  ihem  «s  fuch  to  Gc  with 
Ofi  hid  throne,  iii  he  zKo  Qvttcstmtf  and  is  fet  down 
F^tlicr  upon  hi^  throne,  H^v.  iii.  at  the  cloTe.  Sin 
the  recruiting  officers  of  the  Bridegroom ^  the  Captain 
tifjji,  who  leads  many  foils  unto  gbr^*  We  want  yo 
fyfi  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  King  of  Linj^s^  and  Lord 
that  under  hifi  v]£torious  banner,  you  may  wa^c  war  a^ 
Si^tin,  and  the  world,  which  he  came  to  deflroy. 

^^ft*  4.    You  call  tis  to  go  out  and   meet  th< 
groom,  Whsrc  miy  wc  meet  him  ?     Oh  I  may  fa 
latil  fay,  '  That  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him. 
me  where  hi  fecdeihi  and  where  he  mukcih  his  flocl 
;it  noon/     Anfw*  Although  tlie  Bridegroom  ^  a 9  to  hi 
iiatii^^  be  in  htaven,  and  in  thig  refp^£t  the  heaver 
*'  receive  him  until  the  times  of  rellituiion  of  all 
jTet  lie  13  to  be  found  any  where  upon  earth  as  to  hi 
fpiritunli  ^r^ciou$  prefc^nce,  by  thcfe  I  hut  are  rea!Iy 
after  fcllowOitp  ^n6  communion  with  him  by  f^itl: 
ways  and  mean^  of  hh  own  appointment  ^  and  this  is 
ha5  promif^'d  to  his  church,  **  Lo,  1  am  with  you  alw 
Ufito  the  end  of  the  world*     In  ail  plactfs  where^  I  rci 
name,  I  will  come  unto  thcc,  and  1  will  blefs  thee. 
two  or  three  are  eathercd  together  in  mv  name,  thf 


i^/Aj  oeet  him  and  fiiid  hifti  ?  ji^/m  Uti  » To  {6tii  of  » 
«MP0iaig  with  finiicrs,  diait  ht  it  femettinety  y^^  tnin^  times, 
ipimdl  9f  thctn  that  feck  htm  mt»  as  ffi  the  cafe  of  F^ul  goftig 
m  Itek  Mfftfid  to  Damafcua,  and  pdor  Tkochetai^npcni  the  fy- 
caflfoit  iMe,  feekrog  only  to  fatlrff  hia  curbfifjr :  tn6  if  lo^ 
jMch  m€m  InOfae  bd  famd  of  them  that  feek  htm  in  the 
wa)»»  of  hia  appincrcment »  for  he  has  faid,  he  iifeeteth  birti  that 
te}iictfh  sod  workethirighieoufneft,  thofe  that  telnemherhMi 
10  his  ways. 

^i/i*.  What  ire  thefe  ways  aod  means  6t  his  appmntiAent 
where  I  aiSy  mett  the  Biidegroom,  atid  have  fellowihip  with 
him? 

i4i^.  He  is  ibmettm^s  found  hk  the  mount  of  fecfet  medf- 
tariM,  ^  While  I  was  iMufiftg,  the  fi«e  bArn^d,"  fays  Datid. 
M^ny  s  Iweel  Interview  bare  die  fools  of  believers  with  Chrift 
itt  iMdicatiofi,  Pfal.  kiii.  60  **  When  I  remember  thee  upon 
my  hed^  and  meditate  upon  thee  in  the  night  wantbes^rer.  c. 
Myibttl  ihall  be  fattsfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs.*^    He 
is  so  bf  met  with  in  fecret  prayer,  <<  Then  (half  y^  find  me, ' 
when  yt  idsk  me,  and  fearch  alter  me  with  all  y6«rir  hearts.** 
In  this  doty  Jacob  found  the  Lord,  and  wreftlcd  for  the  bkfl^ 
ing  till  break  of  day,  and  like  a  prince  prevailed,  Hof.  xf?. 
3. 4.  **  He  took  his  brother  by  the  heel,  in  the  woMb,  and  by 
bis  ftrength  he  had  power  with  God:  Yea,  he  had' power 
jover  the  angel,  and  prevailed  :  he  wept,  and  madb  fupplica* 
tion  unto  him :  He  found  hiifn  at  Beth^l,^  &c.  compared  with 
Gen.  xxxii.  24 — 26.  "  And  Jacob  wis  left  alone ;  and  there 
wreftled  a  man  with  him,  until  the  breaking  of  the  day.     And 
when  he  faw  that  he  prevailed  not  agatnft  him,  he  touched 
the  hollow  pf  his  thigh  ;  and  the  hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh  was 
out  of  joint,  as  he  wreilled  with  him.     And  he  faid,  Les  me 
go,  for  the  day  breaketh  ;  and  he  faid,  I  will  not  let  thee  go, 
except  thou  blcfs  me."     He  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  duty  of 
ptrfonal,  family,  or  public  failing  and  humiliation,  •*  But  to 
this  man  will  I  look,  who  is  poor,  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and 
trembleth  at  my  word."     He  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  duty  of 
Chriftian  conference  and  fellowihip,  when  they  that  **  feared 
the  Lord  fpiike  often  one  to  another,  the  Lord  hearkened  and 
heard.'*     He  is  to  be  met  with  in  reading  and  fearching  the 
fcriptures,  John  v.  39.  *'  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye 
think  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  they  are  they  which  teftifyof  me.'* 
While  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  was  reading  his  Bible,  the  Lord 
met  him  in  the  miniftry  of  Philip,  infomuch  th^t  he  "  went 
on. his  way  rejoicing."     Many  a  fweet  glimpfe  of  the  glory  of 
the  Bridegroom  has  the  bride,  while  (he  is  looking  after  him, 
through  3\c  glafs  of  the  revelation,  2  Cor.  iii.  lalt,  **  We  all 
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Wiik  open  face,  beholding  as  in  %  ^Uf^  the  glory  of  the 
are  charigrd  info  ihc  fame  imagei  from  glory  to  gloryi  i 
bf  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  *'     He  U  efpcdaUy  to  be  foi 
the  gii^^  of  Zioti,  the  public  orditiinccs  of  his  worOiipi 
his  pc*  pic  attend  upon  him  In  thcif  alT^mbUcs,  for  \ 
for  praifei  for  preat^hing  and  hearin];^  the  gofpc]>  and  \ 
cclebr-ifion  of  tbr  facTimcnts  of  baptifm  and  the  LordV 
in  a  ff^lcmn  manner  ;**  the  Lord  lovcj  thcfe  gates  ol 
morf  than  all  the  dwetlings  of  J-icob/*      Fhefe  arc  the 
and  broad  ways  where  the  fpoufe  fought  hiir ,  Cant  Hi. 
true  ihr  miOcd  htoi  for  a  while»  butt  ^t  length,  (be  m 
BridrgToom»  and  was  in  cafe  to  fay*  **  I  found  him  whc 
foul  loveth,  I  held  him  and  would  not  kt  him  go/' 
faw  bib  power  and  glory  in  his  fan^u^rjf  \  hence  ViA.  I 
he  d  dares  how  amiabk  his  ti^bernacUs  were  unto  him 
day  {U^%  hel  in  thy  courts  is  brtttr  i^^n  a  thoufand  \ 
rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  houfe  of  my  Qod^  than  to 
in  the  tents  of  wickcdneb," 

He  15  efpe.  laHy  to  be  met  with  in  the  breaking  of  bf 
a  ccmrrmnion  Liblc  :  for  the  cup  which  we  blefs^  it  istht 
tnunion  of  x\\c  btood  of  Chrid  \  and  the  brt^^d  which  we 
it  ii  the  communion  of  ^hc  f^ody  of  Chi  ill/'  Htre  the 
ed  lirjdcgrc^om  is  to  he  feen  in  his  dnd  g^rm  nc.s ;  for, 
love  to  bis  bride,  he  tro^c  *■  the  wine  prtfi  alone,  wfjcn 
propk  tit  re  wcxr  rone  with  him/'  If  that  qutrtliin  I 
to  him,  "  Why  art  thou  red  in  ihine  ^ppircl,  as  out  that 
eth  the  wi:  c  fjt  ?  He  rn^iy  well  jjifwrr,  It  is  no  word 
apparel  be  rtd,  for  I  w-is  "  wounded  for  thine  iiiio 
and  bruift^d  for  thy  tranfgrcflion^" 


MattM.  ixy.  6* — Jind  at  midmght  thtre  ^ai  a  try  madt 
hoid  ihi  Bridigrcom  ci^mfih^  go  y  oui  Iq  mat  htm. 

THE  FOURTH  SERJSDN  ON*  THIS  TEXT, 


HE    fifih    quirftvoTi    w^s^     Who  nrc     they    ihst 
faireil  for  a  mceiing  with  the  Bridcrgroom  in  lov< 


at  God  may  do,  in  a  way  of  fovcreign  grac 
*     ^  '  '  Chri 
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fShriftkit,  tubeUeviog,  and  profane  tinners,  who  are  in  cove- 
oant  with  death,  and  ac  agreement  with  hell>  we  know  not, 
for  he  can  plnek  a  brand  out  of  the  fire,  and  take  the  prey  from 
the  aiiRbl]r»  when  and  how  he  pleafes.  He  catehea  the  wild 
ala  in  hit  inooth»  that  is  fnuffing  up  the  eail  wind  of  Hn  and 
nnity.  Only  wjien  you  are  running  in  the  broad  way  to 
hellt  yoa  haye  ih)  i^afon  to  look  for  any  thing  but  that  ui^lig. 
nation  and  wnth,<  tribulation  and  anguiQi,  that  is  denounced 
^ainft  erery  foul  that  worketh  evil.  You  that  are  among 
the  rank  of  the  fooJi(h  rirgins,  that  are  contenting  yourfelrea 
with  dK  empty  lamp^  of  a  profei&on,  and  (Ireping  and  flum- 
bering  away  the  day  of  grace,  without  buying  thp  oil  of  grace 
jfor  your  lamps  ;  you  fee^  in  the  clofe  of  this  parabljc,  what 
yoa  are  to  look  for,  even  to  meet  with  a  ihut  door,  and  when 
yoaihall-cryQUt  of  time.  Lord,  Open  to  us,  he  anfwers,  Dcv 
part,  I  know  you  not. 

But  I  do  not  fpeak  of  you,  or  the  like  of  you,  at  prefent : 
but  poor  fouls  that  are  really  ezercifed  about  foul  matters^ 
and  are  taken  up  with  the  Bridegroom  and  fdlowihip  with 
hipA*  1  will  teUyou  of  fome  that  Hand  fair  for  a  comfortable 
meeting  with  the  bleiTed  Bridegroom,  in  the  ordinances  and 
meaits  he  has  appointed  for  that  end  and  purpofe. 

I.  You  w^o,  like  the  wife  virgins,  are  not  fatisfied  with  the 
lamp  of  a  profeffion,  but  are  buying  oil  for  your  veiTels,  while, 
the  market  of  grace  is  (landing.  You  fee  the  wife  virgins  go 
ottc  and  meet  the  Bridegroom,  and  enter  into  the  marriage  with 
him. 

3.  You  who  love  the  Bridegroom,  and  remember  his  words 
with  pl'eafure,  rolling  them  like  a  fweet  morfel  under  your 
toogucy  he  has  promifed  that  ye  fhali  have  a  meeting  with 
hi  I ,  John  xiv,  23.  "  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  word, 
and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him, 
a..d  vuake  our  abode  with  him. 

3.  You  that  quit  and  renounce  the  covenant  of  works, 
made  with  the  firii  Adam,  and  are  taking  hold  of  a  covenant 
of  grace  and  promii'e,  made  with  a  fecond  Adam,  you  iland 
fair  for  a  meeting  with  the  Bridegroom.  I  give  you  his  pro- 
mife  to  lean  upon,  li'.  Ivi.  4.  5.  **  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  un- 
to t!ie  eunuchs  that  keep  mj  i'abbaths,  and  choofe  the  things 
that  pleafe  me,  and  take  hold  of  my  covenant :  even  unto  them 
^\\  I  give,  1:1  mine  houfe,  and  within  my  walls,  a  place  and  a 
Q^me,  t>etter  than  of  funs  and  of  daughters.  1  will  give  them 
aDcvcrlafti:jgna.ne,  that  fhall  not  be  cut  off."  And  ic  is 
*gaiii  repeaurd,  ver.  7.  **  Kven  them  will  I  bring  to  my  holy 
n^ountain,  and  make  them  joyful  in  my  houfi'  of  prayer ;  their 

burnt 
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burnt  ode  rings  and  thdr  facrificcs  fhall  be  scceptM  11 
jDitie  altar  :  for  mme  HotTfe  Qi^M  be  called  2n  hauie  of  pn 
f^r  alt  ptDptc  ;  And  tli^ before,  G& yt  out  and  meit  Mm* 

4.  You  that;>ire  waiung  wi[li  iiupe  and  expe^^aucn  torv 
fit  of  tiie  Bridegroom^,  you  lland  lair  for  a  mccttng  with  J 
**  for  he  is  good  to  them  tliat  w.ut  for  him,  to  the  foul 
feek^tb  hiEn:  He;  taketh  pcaftirc  *'  in  them  that  fear  \\ 
ill  xXi^m  that  hope  itJ  bis  m^tzy*  It  is  good  for  a  01a 
bope/'  &c. 

5.  You  who  are  poor  and  nccdyt  ^nd  who  are  longing 
a  fupply  of  foul  needij,  out  of  the  fulncfs  that  is  in  Chrift 
he  has  I'aidf  that  '*  ti jc  needy  ihall  not  be  forgotten  ;**  ths 
will  *'  fiipply  all  your  need,**   If,  seH,  17.  *'  Wben  the 
arid  needy  feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tot 
faikth  for  ihirit,  1  the  Lord  will  hear,"  &c. 

6.  The  importUTistie  be^gir  who  hangs  on  at  a  diroi 
grace,  and  the  door  of  the  hodfe  of  mercy,  and  will  not  t: 
nay- fay,  Jbill  meet  the  Bridegroom,  and  gee  its  eri 
for  he  has  f^iid,  that  *'  to  him  that  knocketh,  it  fhall  be  c 
ed.  Then  ihall  ye  find  me,  when  ye  feek  me  with  all 
heart."  ' 

7.  The  poor  wearied  and  bnrder.cd  foul,  that  is  cr 
"  Mine  iniquities  have  gone  over  my  head,  O  tvretched 
that  1  am,  who  fhall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  lia 
death, — for  it  is  a  burden  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear." 
Bridegroom  fays  to  fuch, "  Caft  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord 
he  ihull  fuilrJn  thee  :  Come  unto  me,  ail  ye  that  laboui 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  red." 

8.  The  poor  deferted  foul  that  is  walking  in  darknefi 
fees  no  light,  crying,  **  O  whtn  will  he  come  unto  me 
Lord  hath  forfaken   n\e,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten 
The  Bridegroom  hears  thy  moan*  after  him,   and   is  fi 
as  If.  xlix.  I  5.  *'  Cm  a  woman  forgrt  her  fufrkmg  child,  th 
l>40uld  not  have  conipalhon  on  the  fon  of  licr  womb  ^ 
they  may  forget,  yet  will  I   not  forget  thee,"  or  If.  liv. 
**  For  a  fmali  moment  have  I  forfikcn  thee,  but  with  cvt 
ing  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  upon  thee."     Ver.  10.  * 
mountains  Ihall  depart,  but  my  iove  ihail  never  depart 
thee."     Tlius  you  fee  who  they  arc  that  n)ay  look  fcr  a 
ing  with  the  Bridegroom. 

ihe^AvZ^  and  lalt  quellion  war,  What  fort  of  a  meet 
it,  that  is  between  the  bride  and  the  Bridegroom. 

Anfw.  I.  It  is  a  real  meeting,  tliough,  indeed,  it  be  of 
ritual  nature.  A  gracelefs  world  that  know  nothing  o 
matter,  tht-y  lock  upon  all  leligicn,  all  fcllowfhip  with  C 


m  m&nqr*  Bat  A«f  that  have  the  knowledge  and  experience 
of  k  can  ftf,  in  feme  meafore,  **  Truly  our  fcllowihip  is  with 
the  Fadieft  and'irilh  his  Son  Jefm  Chrift."  There  is  a  far 
gleaCertcilityiii  it,  iban  ia  in  all  the  plearnrca  of  (in  and 
ftafe.  HMce  ii  that  of  Dividi  Pfal.  W.  7.  *<  Thou  haft  put 
l^adnela  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time  that  their  com 
ni  dicii^..#iat  increaled,'^  Pfah  ]xxm.  f  o.  <'  A^d^j  in 
llf  comrti  b  better  thaii  a  thoufand  in  the  tents  of  wicked* 

I      9Sff  It  is  a  Moft  friendly  and  familiar  meeting.  The  Bride- 
;  giooa  and  bride  cxmrerfe  and  open  their  heani  to  one  ano* 
\  thcr,  #itli'the  moft  anrefenrcd  freedom.    Chrift  imparts  hia 
.  ictieta  unto  the  bride ;  <<  the  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them 
t^Aai  fear  him,TfaK  xtn  and  John  xr.  15.  <<  AH  things  that  I 
rhare  heard  of  my  Father,  I  hate  made  known  unto  you.** 
[  And,  <m  the  other  hand,  the  bride  imparts  her  mind  with  an 
'■  ttAampered  freedom  to  the  Bridegroom,  and  tells  bim  all  that 
is  in  her  heart,  e? en  fecrets  (he  would  not  tell  all  the  world 
befidea. 
3ifff,  It  Is  a  moft  joyful  meeting  upon  both  fides.  As  for  t^ 
I  Bridegroom,  it  is  "  the  day  of  his  efpoufab,  the  day  of  the 
.  gladneft  of  his  heart."  Whenever  he  meets  his  bride,  he  crie?, 
^•Thou  haft  ravsfhed  my  hearty  my  filler,  my  fpoufe ;  thou 
haft  ratilhed  my  heart  with  one  of  thine  eyes,  with  one  chain 
of  thy  neck,"  Cant,  ir.  9.   And  then  he  adds,  vcr.  16.  "  How 
fair  is  thy  love,  my  filler,  my  fpoufe  I     How  much  better  is 
Ay  love  than  wine  !     Vcr.  11.  "  And  the  fmcU  of  thy  gar- 
ments is  like  the  fmel!  of  Lebanon."    And,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  rejoices  with  joy  unfpeakablc  and 
full  of  glory,  Rev.  »x.  7.  ^  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and 
give  honour  to  him,  for  the  marriage  of  (he  Lamb  is  come.'* 

4/iUy,  It  is  an  honourable  and  dignifying  meeting,  on  the 
bride's  part.  Believers  efpoufcd  to  the  Son  of  God  are  highly 
sdvanced  indeed,  to  become  the  Lamb's  wife,  a  greater  honour 
than  ever  was  conferred  upon  the  higheft  anj^^el  in  lieaven, 
%ho  are  made  miniftering  fpirits  to  the  heirs  of  falvation.  If. 
xliii.  4.  «<  Ever  fince  thou  waft  precious  in  my  fight,  thou  haft 
been  honourable." 

5/^/^,  It  is  a  meeting  that  fliall  never  end  in  a  total  parting,* 
and  is  a  prelude  of  that  everlafting  meeting  they  ihall  have  witli 
him  at  his  fecortd  coming,  when  the  maniage  is  folemnifed 
iiefore  men  and  angels.     I  proceed  now  to, 

VI.  Tht ^xtb  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  give  the  rea- 
fcns  of  fkf  doctrine.     Why  is  it  ike  duty  of  all  the  Virgins^ 

huftj 


2$^  Tif  Kjuiff  Firpns  going  firth 

htb  wiff  andfiolijb^  h go  mf  mid  mm  ihe  BridigrmmP     I  % 

fwcr, 

ifit  Ikcaufc  tlus  is  a  faUing  in  with  the  great  d*  figa  of  Go 

in  fciiding  his  hclovcd  Son  inta  the  world.  Whj  did  he  fm 
litm,  but  that  he  might  bf  received  ?  He  is  called  the  fent  \ 
God,  to  engage  us  to  belicTe  in  him* 

%iUy,  Bec^iufe  God  has  commanded  it.  His  authority  is  il 
t^rpofedi  that  (inners  of  mankind  cnurtain  htm  in  a  way^i 
btflte\mg»  [  John  iii-  23.  '*^'Vhi&  is  his  connnandn  cnt,  th  *r  m 
fbould  believe  on  rhc  name  of  his  Son  jrfus  Chrill,"  &c.  Hca 
ye  him*  and  that  foul  that  does  not  ht^r  him,  **  fhall  bt  ce 
elf  from  among  his  people^  and  the  wra^h  of  God  abide th  0] 
him,"'  i 

^Jlp  Becaufe  the  Bridepfroom  himfdf  calb  that  w^  fhoui 
£&  Qtii  and  mtet  him*   L&me  uni»  Wf,   Beheld  ^ne^  hehoid pu^  iScc* 

4thl^^  Becaufe  the  Holy  Ghoil  cjII:.  in  the  wonK  and  bv  al 
bis  motions  nnd  opeiations,  to  gf  ^ut  and  f^tt  ih  Bridigmm 
*'  'Hie  Holy  Ghoft  fairh.  To  d^iy  if  y^  u  will  h-  1  \\\s  voice 
harden  not  your  hearts,"  Heb,  tit.  Tlie  Spirit  f^tith,  Come,  Rrt 
3ixii.  17.  And  what  a  dangerous  thing  is  it  to  refid  the  Spirit 
when  he  glorifies  Chrift,  and  teftifies  of  him  ? 

$ihiyy  becaufe  the  bride,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  all  true  belie 
vers,  that  are  beft  acquainted  with  him,  calls  upon  all  oth^.r^  ti 
come  and  match  with  him.  She  does  not  love  to  enjoy  h  n 
alone;  no^  ftie  would  have  all  to  be  as  happy  in  him  as  hcrfclf 
hence  they  cry,  **  Oh  tafte  and  fee  that  the  Lord  ib  good 
Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  cicclare  vh-j 
he  hath  done  for  my  foul,"  PfaL  Ixvi.  16.  Hencf,  when  th 
daughters  of  Jcrufalem  aiked,  "What  is  thy  beloved  more  ihai 
another  beloved  ?"  She  runs  out  in  commendation  of  him 
Cant.  V.  10. — 16; 

tthly,  This  is  the  defign  of  the  record  of  God  concerninj 
him  in  the  word  :  Why  has  God  fet  him  forth  in  the  word 
and  given  him  his  tcflirronial^  but  to  engage  the  world  to  fal 
in  love  with  him,  ws  the  Bridegroom  of  fouls  ?  This  is  th 
defign  of  all  faithful  minifters  and  friends  of  the  Biidegro< m 
to  make  a  match  between  Chrift  and  you  ;  and,  Sirs,  you  wil 
never  give  us  our  errand,  or  anfwer  the  defign  of  our  commii 
fion,  as  ambafl'adors  of  Chrift,  until  you  go  forth  and  niec 
hiin,  and  give  heart  and  hand  unto  him,  fo  as  we  may  be  ii 
cafe  to  fay,  as  Paul  did  to  the  Corinthians,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  *' 
have  efpoufed  you  to  one  huft3and,  that  I  rnay  prffcnt  y-u  a 
a  chaftc  virgin  to  Chrift.  But  more  of  this  afterwards,  i  prt: 
cetd  now  to, 

VII  .The/et;^w//6  thing  in  the  method,  wlach  was  the  appini 
tion  of  iT:e  dohrine. 

,  V 


DfejiaA^^  be  of  hf^rmathn  \n  tii^^  ftw  ft^Uowlajr  p4rii« 

1^.  See  lirocctbe  ittifpe4k4blc  and  «imaz!ti)f  l(3ire  of  (<oil  hi* 
w^^loA  Ait4  andatic  ^itticri^  of  Aiititr^  l^nulv:  for  he  h«til 
imirrue-  pl'^f  in  his  minii  tnifn  nil  ctirrnity,  wrU  our  trtiit 
mi!  family.    No  foaticr  h  id  Gbd  iXiM\t  m  tn,  f^iiU  ur  iU^Cit  into 
hii  o0llfU«^  the  "^rcith  of  life,  tmt  !itr  #*is  fij  ihulIi  in  bvd 
with  the  wdHc  of  iiU  own  \\Am\^  tlni  he  ciK^rii  into  i  Luiitr.iA 
of  nwfiage  wnh  iumi  up^n  coruliiioti  of  p  rft^^  t^iK^di  ni.v  to 
\  iSbe  Uw,  fiyiog,  "  Ihy  Ibtikcr  ii^  ihy  Huibmi,"  mA  lill  I 
L  lN|«llHe  of  Uite  is  to  yielii  0b^fiit:m:c  m  my  cciminmtU,  whtcti 
k k gate  him  pow^r  to  do.     Yet,  viftrr  rn^in  lia^L    vioUu   tliii 
1  CDflmfli  2''»<1  prod  i  cut  ^  htmfclf   to   c'lc   ilcvil,  ihc  w<ni)»  tii4 
'  liiowii  liift,  goTit  artr.iy  wkeroth/r  lover?*,  that   GkI  llHialJ 
fcloTtf  hitli,  c?en  then,  as  to  matcli,  firfl  wiih  hii*  iucuti*,  ny 
taking  U  inro  hI  per'osi^l  unioiT  with  himi  in  hi»  t'ternjl  Son^ 
ts\A  then  to  come  and  Uy,  ^*  Thy  M^iker  \%  (Kini^   Hu{h  nt^i  I 
•ill  yet  bctrothc  thee  unKTmc,  in  riKhtcoufucia*  f^initulnt^fi^ 
m^rcy,  idii  lovin^^kindncfi/'     O  who  K^n  chink  of  thit  lovo 
bur  cr.uil  be  Llrlckirn  with  wand  r  ?  sind  cry^  ()  the  hei^htb| 
thtdrptti,  the  breadth,  and  the  kn|^th  of  it  I  fur  it  p.vtretli  the 
bowledge  of  men  or  angck.     How  excellent  it)  this  k»vm}(- 
kitidiit^5  J   Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  Ihriiddd  thu«  remetn- 
kr  htm  i  or  ihe  foo  of  rmn^  ih4t  thou  Ihouldlt  be  fo  kind  \q 
bim  i  f 

zdjft  Sec  hence,  that  God's  way*  are  not  as  our  way  a,  nor 
hk  thoughts  as  our  thouj^hts.  We  would  tliink  it  i  Kr-ini^e 
difp^ragcment  for  a  perfon  of  hi^h  rank  ^^nd  it  4 1 ion ^  fuppoU  ii. 
gtntiennan,  a  nobleman,  a  dukr,  a  king,  or  ^rctt  ^mpcruri  to 
fill  fo  much  in  conceit  with  a  poor  forlorn  rtiifer*iblc  i^'g^-^r, 
all  full  of  fores,  from  the  crown  of  the  ncad  to  the  folc  of  th<; 
botf  as  to  marry  her,  and  make  her  his  wife,  hiw^  confort  and 
queen,  and  fet  her  upon  the  throne  with  himfelf.  I  fay,  wc 
would  think  it  very  (Irange,  becaufe  of  the  inequality  of  the 
match.  But  Oh,  Sirs,  there  is  an  infiniceiy  greater  inequality 
betweeti  the  Son  of  God,  and  a  poor  filthy  guile y  finner,  thaii 
between  the  greated  king  that  ever  fwaycd  a  (ceptre,  and  th^ 
tooft  abjedl  creature  that  ever  fprang  of  Adam's  race.  To 
this  purpofe  is  that  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  ye  know  the  grace  of 
'•our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your 
fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  nugh.  be 
rich."  And  how  doth  he  make  us  rich,  but  by  taking  us  linto 
a  conjugal  relation  unto  himfelf:  for  all  is  ours  by  contract 
when  married  to  the  Heir. 

2dlyt  From  this  do£lrine  fee  the  wondrous  fibnefs  between 

Chrift  and  his  church,  and  every  particular  believer  j  why,  i^e 

VouIII.  Kk  is 


2j  8  ^he  wife  Virgins  g&if^gfort/j 

]§  the  BtidegTOom,  and  tkey  are  borh  coUcftivetf  and  (inj^ 
Jarly  conQdered  the  bride,  the  L^imb's  wife :  and  "  as  fhtf  Urid^ 
groom  rejoiccth  over  the  brid?,  fo  fhall  the  Lord  thf  God  rcjokt 
ever  thee/'  There  U  a  threefold  mylleriotis  umon  we  ic^^^d  o( 
ifi  fcripture* 

It  The  myflerloas  union  of  the  three  Per fons  in  one  ef*' 
fence,  Fathetj  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  three  in  one,  and  one  in 
thrce- 

2*  There  is  the  oiyfterious  tinio^  'of  the  two  natUTCS,  nw, 
God  and  man  in  one  p^rfon,  i  Tim,  iii.  lin:^  "  Without  (Sontro- 
verfy,  irrcat  Is  the  myftery  of  godlinef*,  God  wae  maiiifiil  ill 
tbefleih/* 

"1-  There  is  the  myllicaUor  myfterious  ronjogal  union  b?twecri 
CHrift  and  bciicver?,  Eph.  y*  32.  **  Thi«  h  a  J^reat  myHctJ 
(fay 6  the  apoftle),  but  1  fpcuk  concerning  Chrift  tnd  the 
church  1'*  and  ?ci\  30.  *'  We  are  the  mtmbcrsof  his  body,  of 
his  flcfti,  and  of  his  bone*,*'  Oh  whjit  a  ftrangc  fibncfs  is  this^ 
between  Chrift  *jn^  u^.  Vh^  npf^!>fr,  from  v^r.  ?:,  I'lrl  ^^^'^n 
difcourfing  of  the  relative  duties  between  hufband  and  wife; 
«nd  enforcing  this  duty,  from  the  confideration  of  the  clo6 
and  intimate  union  between  hnfband  and  wife ;  •*  Thq 
arc  no  more  twain  but  one  ilcih/'  And  then  prefcntly  adds, 
**  This  is  a  <^reat  niyilery,  but  1  fpeak  concerning  Chrift  and 
the  church."  Whereby  lie  gives  us  to  undcftand,  that  the  na- 
tural marriage  between  Adam  and  Eve,  or  other  bulbands  and 
their  wives,  is  a  f.-iint  flradow  and  rtprefcntation  of  the  fpiriiual 
marriage  between  Chrilv  aiul  the  church. 

There  is  fuch  a  depth  of  infinite  wifdom  in  the  works  of 
God  in  this  vifible  world,  that  they  fevvc  as  a  glafg  to  lead  the 
the  fpiritual  mind  unto  another  world,  and  the 'hid  myfttrics 
of  our  holy  religion.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  fcriptures  of  truth, 
which  are  a  revelation  of  the  mind  of  God,  abound  fo  much 
with  parables  and  metaphors,  which  are  nothing  eifc  but  a  re- 
velation of  divine  fupernalutal  myfteries,  by  cxprcfiions  bor- 
roM'ed  from  the  things  of  this  wor!d,  which  are  obvious  to  cur 
external  fcnfes.  The  apollle,  Rom.  v.  14.  tells  us,  that  the 
firft  Adam  was  the  figuie  or  reprefentation  of  him  that  was  to 
come,  /.  f.  of  a  fecoi.d  Adam,  and  new  covenant  Head  :  I 
might  (late  the  fimilltude,  and  alfo  the  dillimilitudc  in  many 
refpe(fi?,  M-liich  1  do  not  ft  and  upon  at  prefent :  but  I  con- 
fine myftlf  unto  the  point  in  hand,  namely,  that  of  marriage 
between  man  and  wom;jn,  particularly  between  Adam  and  Eve, 
as  bearing  a  manifold  fimiiirude  unto  the  marriage  between 
Chrift  and  the  chuvch.  This  I  fnall  endeavour  to  iiluftrate  in 
rhefe  particulars. 

i//.  When  God  made  our  firft  parent  Adam,  he  gave  this 
whole  earth  to  him,  for  his  inheritance  :  he  fet  him  in  a  pa- 

radifc 
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t^ife  of  pkifttre,  and  made  bim  lord  of  all  the  works  of  hU 

haiod^  fe  that  he  wanted  for  nothing  to  make  him  happy.     But 

it  was  fbme  abatement  and  diminution  of  his  happinefsj  when. 

be  wanted  one  like  himfcif,  as  a  confort.  to  enjoy  the  feme 

happinefs  with  him.^  For  it  is  the  obfcrvirtion,  tven  of  a  hes^, 

tben  philofopher,  there  is  no  pleafant  or  comfortable  enjoyment 

of  any  happinefs  alone  :  and  therefore  God  himfelf  faid  con* 

ceming  Adam,  ^^  It  is  not  good  that  the  man   (hould  be 

alone  :"  thereby  intimatingi  that  it  would  add  to  his  happinefs 

if  he  had  a  creature  of  his  own  (lamp  and  mould  to  converfe 

withstand  (hare  of  his  happinefs.    No^  in  this,  the  firft  Adam 

was  a  figure  of  him  that  was  to  comej  the  blefied  Bridegrodoi 

of  fouls,  Chrift  Jefas,  was  happy  from  etef  nity^  and  poflefled 

all  divine  perfe£iion  and  glory.     But  he  refoWes  to  have  a 

bride,  a  conibrt  for  himfelf,  that  might  (hare  with  him  of 

the  fame  happinefs  and  g^ry,  that  he  himfelf  was  poiTefled  of» 

And  for  this  end,  he  cafts  his  eyes  upon  the  fsUen  tribe  of 

Adam,  lying  in  their  blood,  and  choofes  a  bride  and  fpoufe  for 

himfelf  there.    Hence,  Fror.  viii.  3a     He  is  faid|  before  the 

creation  of  the  world,  to  rejoice  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the 

earth,  his  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men;  the  delire  of  his 

eyes  and  heart  was  among  them,  in  profpe£l  of  a  marriage 

union  with  them. 

idly^  The  firft  woman,  you  know,  was  taken  out  of  Adam's 
fide,  when  he  was  caft  into  a  deep  deep :  henee,  fays  the 
apoftle,  *•  the  man  is  not  of  the  woman,  but  the  woman  of  the 
man.*'  Jufl  fo,  in  the  fpiritual  marriage,  the  bride  and 
fpoufe  of  Chrift,  is  (as  it  were)  taken  out  of  his  fide,  when  he 
flcpt  the  deep  of  death  upon  the  crofs,  and  in  the  fepulchre. 
The  church  is  juft  founded  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  His  death 
was  her  life  ;  the  price  of  our  redemption  is  not  by  "  filver  or 
{;old,  or  fuch  corruptible  things,  but  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift  the  Lord.** 

3^/^,  The  man  and  the  woman  ar^  of  one  common  nature. 
Jult  fo  is  it  in  this  fpiritual  marriage,  Heb.  ii.  11,  "  Both  he 
that  fandlifieth,  and  they  that  arc  finiS^ified,  arc  all  of  one, 
wherefore  he  is  not  afhamcd  to  call  them  brethren."  The 
Bridegroom,  indeed,  as  tp  his  divine  nature,  fs  the  Son  of  God, 
tkc  fccond  Pcrfon  of  the  glorious  "Iriniiy,  and  fo  of  a  nature 
^te  diffi^rent  from  ours,  and  fo  intinittly  above  us,  chat 
tbere  could  be  no  marri;ige  between  him  and  us ;  but  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time  he  was  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law, 
tkjt  fo,  being  upon  a  level  with  us,  he  might  be  made  like  unto 
OS  in  all  things,  and  betrothe  us  unto  himfelf  as  his  beloved 
fpoufe  and  bride. 

4/A/j^,  We  are  told.  Gen.  ii.  22.  That  when  God  had  form- 
ed the  woman  of  a  rib  taken  out  of  the  man's  (ide^  be  brought 
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her  to  the  man  \  fhc  did  not  know  that  there  was  fuch  * 
turc  38  Ad^^m  in  the  world;  an<1   therefore  coufd   neves 

come  to  him  uolefs  ftic  had  hecn  brought  :  J  oft  fo  the 
and  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  the  fecond  Adam,  is  by  nature  ig 
of  Godj  and  his  Son  Chrift  Jcfus,  and  would  never  cc 
\iim%  unltfs  fhe  were  brought  to  him  by  the  pow*crol 
John  vu  44-  "  No  man  (fays  Chrift)  can  come  unto  m 
cept  the  Father  which  hath  fmt  me,  draw  him-*'  1 
fame  purpofe  is  that  ver.  4i  j,  '*  Every  man^  therefore,  ths 
heard^  and  hath  leiirned  of  the  Father,  comerh  unto 
^ufft*  What  way  is  that  ?  Anf^iu  *  ♦  He  enlightet 
mtnd  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  renews  the  will ;  and  i 
fuades  iind  enibtcs  us  to  recei%*c  the  Bridegroom,  as  he  i 
*ly  prcfentcd  in  the  gofpcl,'  Pfal.  ex.  3. 

5/^/j,  Whenever  Eve  ^was  prefentcd  to  Adam,  he 
and  joyfully  received  her,  and  expi^Hed  his  fatisfadliox 
her,  faying,  •*  TJjis  is  bone  of  my  bones,  and  fle(h  < 
flefh."  Juft  fo,  whenever  a  poor  finner  is  determined  I 
!Father'to  come  unto  Chrift,  O  how  doth  he  rejoice,  an 
j^ladly  doth  he  entertain  him.  '^1  his  is  **  the  day  of  his< 
fals,  and  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  htart."  **  AI 
the  Father  giveth  me  fhall  cnmti  unto  me,  and  him  th 
rieth  to  me,  I  will  in  no  ways  caft  out."  This  is  fjgnif 
the  reception  of  the  prodigil,  Luke  xv. 

tthlyy  In  marriage  between  man  and  woman,  botli  \ 
quit  their  former  relatives  iii  fome  refpecSl,  that  the} 
cleave  to  one  another  ;  **  For  this  cauft  lliall  a  man 
father  and  mother,  and  flvall  cleave  to  his  wife  ;"  ^v 
wife,  on  the  other  hand,  doth  the  fame.  Juft  fo  is  it  be 
Chrift  and  his  bride.  Chrift,  the  blefled  Bridegroom,  wl 
had  his  bride  to  redeeni  and  purch  ife,  he  left  the  bo!( 
his  Father,  and  the  glory  of  the  higher  houfe,  that  he 
accom.plifti  our  redemption,  at  the  expenct  of  his  ('<  ;tlL 
wl'en  he  had  «i  mind  for  a  bride  -.m^oniJ  tl  e  Gciuilc^  1: 
fo(k  his  mother's  houfe,  namely,  tlic  JcvMih  churcl',  i] 
might  betrothe  lier  unto  hiii.ftU  for  ever.  It  is  with  a 
cul.'.r  view  unto  the  C  nti!ts,  that  he  fiys.  If.  liv.  6.  * 
Maker  is  thine  Kuft^and."  And,  on  tlie  other  hand,  I'n 
truly  •  fpoufcd  um*^  Chr'ft,  the  Braleer'o;^,  is  f^id  tc 
her  owt.  people  and  htrF  titer's  houle,  Pfai.  xlv.  ro.  *'  f 
cni  O  daughter,  and  confider,  iiitlnc  thine  tar  ;  ioi^t 
tlimc  own  people,  and  tl  y  r,«thf  r*s  hcuie."  Tr  e  nic 
is,  that  fhe  gives  up  \\  iih  ilic  devil,  the  wor  d,  and  ilit 
ol  the  Hefti,  or  the  law  as  a  covenant,  unto  whieb.  Hi 
been  cleaving,  and  fays,  **  O  Lord,  othei   lonU  I  u:  JCb 

'■•■  Set  Shorter  Catcchifm,  Q:  I'^hat  is  cfdVjal  c  dl'im  -" 
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h^ve  had  dominion  over  mc;"  but  eomt  I  will  be  under  the 
law  to  Chrifti  as  my  only  Lord  lod  Law|;iver. 

Other  particulars  of  this  nature  might  be  ;iddcd>  but  fomc 
of  diem  mi  J  occur  afterwards  i  the  fe  that  I  have  named  are 
fufficienc  to  ihcw,  that  there  is  a  wonderful  fibiicfs  between 
Chrift  in  heaven,  and  the  church  of  believers  on  earth,  and 
that  Infinite  "Wifdom  has  fecn  fir  to  paint  out  and  decipher 
the  marriage  union  between  Chrlft  and  his  church,  by  the  rc^ 
btion  between  the  huiband  and  the  wife  i  which  made  the 
apodle  fay,  when  difcourfing  of  the  relation  between  hufband 
and  wife,  Eph.  r.  uh,  '*  This  is  a  great  myfttryi  but  I  fpeak 
concerning  Chrifl  and  the  church." 

/nr/w4.  See  from  this  doftrinCy  what  happy  and  honourable 
perfons  beUevers  are^  and  why  they  are  called  th^  excellent 
ones  of  the  earth,  with  whom  is  all  Chrid's  delight.  Why^ 
they  arc  the  bride  of  an  honourable  Bridegroom.  Oh  !  who 
is  fo  well  matched  ?  Every  belierer  is  married  to  his  Maker, 
to  the  Prince  of  life,  the  Lord  of  glory,  the  Heir  of  God  ; 
and  he  makes  his  bride  alfo  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir 
of  all  things  with  himfelf.  There  arc  two  or  three  myftcrics, 
or  fceming  contradidions,  about  the  bride  of  Chrill,  (i.) 
She  is  bafely,  and  yet  honourably  defcended.  If  we  view  the 
believer  as  to  his  natural  birth  and  pedigree,  he  is  a  child  of 
the  devil,  and  an  heir  of  hell ;  and  O  !  what  a  wonder  is  it, 
that  ever  the  Son  of  God  (hould  n\atch  with  fucli  a  creature? 
But,  by  her  nt-w  birth  and  adoption,  (he  has  the  blood  royal 
of  heaven  in  her  vrins,  John  i.  13.  '*  Born  not  of  blood,  nor 
of  the  will  of  the  flefij,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God." 
(2.)  ChrilVs  bride  is  black,  and  yet  beautiful,  **  I  am  biack, 
but  comely,  O  ye  dau^^hters  of  Jcrufalem,  as  the  tents  of 
Kedar,  .>s  the  curtains  of  Solomon."  View  her  in  her  natural 
ftatc,  or  as  (he  is  haralled  with  Satan,  the  word,  and  indwell- 
ing corruption,  Ihc  is  biack  and  ill  hucd ;  but  yet  Ihe  is  come- 
ly, throa^ih  the  conirlinefs  of  the  Lord  her  God  ;  he  fays  of 
her,  **  I'hou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  thcr^  is  no  fpot  in  thee/* 
(^.)  Chrift's  bride  is  naked,  and  yet  well  arrayed*,  n  iktd  in 
hcriclf,  qtiite  dt^flitu'e  of  all  rightcoufnefa  :  **  Fhcre  is  none 
Tighteous  \  no,  not  one.'*  But  the  Bridegroom  decks  her 
wuh  the  garments  of  falvation,  and  with  a  robe  of  righteouf* 
nets.  If.  ixi.  10.  (4.)  She  is  poor,  and  y<  t  poffefTed  of  great 
riches  :  \i\  h^rfclf  confidercd;  (h-  is  poor,  and  has  nothing 
but  poverty,  wretcne<1n<jfs,  and  mifery,  yc.i,  drowned  in  debt 
to  law  and  juUic-:: ;  but  yet,  by  virtu  of  her  rrtarriagc  rela- 
tion to  the  bride^roonj,  (lie, is  pofT  (Ted  of  uufcarchablc  riches^ 
and  gold  better  th  ui  the  gold  01  Ophir.  In  a  word,  (he  is 
condemned  in  the  court  of  law,  of  juilic;^,  of  confcicncc  5  and 
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yet,  by  virtue  of  her  reJaCion  to  Chrift  the  Brid^groam,  fcf 

is  abfolvcd  and  difchargcdj  and  can  lift  up  her  head  and  hj^ 
*'  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge  ?  It  is  God  that  jufli- 
ficlh,   who  is  he  that  condemneth  P'     Thus  yon  fee  what 

happy  and  honourable  perfons  believers  aie,  by  virtue  of  tiuff 
mifriagc  relation  to  Chrin* 

Inf,  5*  From  this  doftrinc  we  may  fee  the  folly,  madneffi 
^fid  mifery,  of  a  carna!>  Chriflkfs,  and  unbelieving  world, 
(who  fall  in  amonu  the  rank  of  the  fooHlh  virgins).  Why* 
although  they  be  calledj  as  well  as  ihc  wife  virgins^  to  j?*  «tf 
imd  mtet  the  BridigrifOmt  they  yet  he  Hill  flumbcriBg  and  ll<*£p» 
ing  in  their  beds  of  floth,  fnyinj:,  **  yet  a  little  ficept  a  linJe 
H  umber,  a  little  folding  of  the  h-intts  to  fleep,"  negl^  to  Wf  ' 
oil  for  their  vcflels,  and  (o  do  not  go  out  to  imtt  the  Bridfgrsm^ 
tut  He  flill  in  the  embraces  of  fome  lofl  and  idol  or  othcTi 
which  they  prefer  UDto  Child,  the  glorious  Bridegroom  t  Ql 
*'  be  aftonifhed^  O  yc  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly  afraidi 
be  ye  very  dt^foiate,  *  at  the  folly  of  finncrs,  who  for  fake  their 
own  mercy  for  lying  vanities  that  cannot  profit  them.  Yoa 
prefer  a  fou^-murdering  lu(l  to  the  g'orious  Bridegroom,  like 
the  Jews,  who  prcfcrrwd  I'arahbas  untojerus.  **  This  is  the 
condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  ye  choofe 
darknefs  rather  than  light."  And  you  have  reafon  to  fear,  left 
the  Lord  fay  unto  you,  as  he  did  unto  tphraim,  '*  He  is  joined 
to  his  idols,  let  him  alone." 

Inf.  6.  See  the  good  ofRce  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  why.^ 
he  it  is  tJiat  teflifits  of  the  glory  of  tlie  Bridegroom,  and  en- 
lightens the  eye^  of  the  poor  finrier  to  take  u«>  the  glory  of  his 
pcrfon  and  mediation,  nnd  fo  gains  the  confcnt  of  the  brklc; 
yea,  he  i»  the  leading  band  of  union  between  the  parties,  for 
*•  he  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  on;;  fpirit." 

Inf,  7.  See  the  ufefulnefs  of  a  golpcl  nunifiry  :  why,  they 
arc  the  friends  ci  the  Bridegroom,  and  come,  by  commiHion 
from  him,  to  court  a  bride  for  lilm  among  the  fons  of  men. 
A  faithful  minilicr  travels  as  in  birih  till  ihe  match  be  m.itic; 
up  ;  and,  Oh  !  when  the  match  is  made,  this  is  the  joy  and 
rejoicing  of  their  hearts,  for  ihey  are  their  crown  ai)d  re- 
joicing in  the  day  of  the  Lord.  They  that  are  won  10  confent 
ro  the  Bridegroom,  and  to  go  cut  ahd  nuei  hitity  will  be  rcauy 
to  fay,  "  How  beautiful,  upon  the  mountains,  arc  the  feet 
of  them  that  preach  the  gofptl  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  ti- 
din;ys  of  good  things." 

Inf,  8.  See  the  excellency  of  the  grrce  of  faith.  It  is  the 
band  of  union,  whereby  we  are  married  to  Chrift,  a^'  ouf 
Hufband;  lor  it  includes  the  uilcnt  and  confent  of  the  fcul 
unto  thio  better  Hufband,  whereby  we  come  to  be  betrothcci 

unto 
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aato  him  for  crer.  Not  to  inGft  upon  pariicularsi  it  is  l>f 
Faith  that  wc  put  on  Chnft  as  the  I^ord  our  nghtcotifnefa. 
By  faith  the  bride  receives  out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs  grace  for 
grace,  whereby  the  heart  is  puritifid^  thtr  old  man  crucitredt 
liid  the  body  of  fin  dcllroyed,  that  we  may  not  fcrve  {in* 
ly  f4ith  we  overcome  the  world,  (  John  v.  4,  *'  Thii  h  the 
dSory  that  overcome! h  the  world,  even  our  fakh,''  By  faith 
re  refifl  the  devil,  and  quench  his  fiery  dartUj  Eph*  vi,  ta- 
lind  if  v^^  ^^i  how  it  is  that  faith  does  this  ?  I  anfwer» 
[i,)  Faith  brandlfhe^  the  fword  of  the  Spirit  in  the  face  of 
Jie  enemy,  as  Chrift  did,  Matth,  W,  faying^  I'hus  and  thus 
It  IS  wniten.  (1.)  Faitii  t^Lcs  up  the  blood  of  che  Lamb^ 
ttid  prefents  it  to  the  enemy  ;  at  the  fight  of  which  he  fliei, 
remembering  that  by  thi&  blood  his  head  was  bruifed  upoa 
Mourn  Calvary,  and  therefore  cannot  eqdure  the  5ght  ot  it* 
Hence  is  that  word.  Rev.  xii,  li.  *'  They  overcame  him  by 
ihe  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  word  of  their  tcftimony, ' 
By  faith  we  receive  the  greit  and  precious  promifes,  where-^ 
by  wc  arc  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature*  AH  nufincr 
bf  grace  is  laid  up  in  the  promifi's^  for  the  babes  of  grace, 
like  naUk  in  the  brea^l;  and  faith  ts  the  mouth  of  the  foul^ 
which,  when  applied  to  the  breaft,  fucks  in  the  fincere  miik 
of  the  word,  and  of  che  grace  of  God  by  the  word,  where* 
by  the  foul  is  made  to  grow  in  grace,  liki^  a  babe  tlmviug 
upon  the  breatl.     But  1  j)afa  this  uG?. 


Matth.  XXV.  6'-^ And  at   tmdmght  there  was  a  crj  made^ 
Behold  the  Bridegroom  comethy  go  ye  out  to  meet  iim» 

THE  FIFTH  SERMOK  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


I  go  on  to  a  /econd  ufe  of  this  dofhine,  tiz.  by  way  of  Triat 
and  Examination,  And  here  there  are  two  que^ions  tliat 
naturally  atife,  i.  Have  you  matched  with  the  Bridegroom  ? 
nre  you  efpoufed  to  that  one  Hufband.  2*  Have  you  g(M\t  out 
md  met  the  Bridegroom  ?  has  he  and  you  had  any  pleafant  and 
imnfortable  interviews  ? 
^eft,  I.  Whether  are  you  the  bride?   arc  you' marrie* 

-      ,  untof^ 


/ 
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bnio  CKrift  the  UeiXcA  Bridegroam  of  foub  ?     I  offtr  the  fol. 
low  10  <  m?.^ks  to  fi'^Af  you  ss  to  this* 

f/l,  The  true  bride  of  Chrift  has  the  Bridegroom  in  pti 
^<hmnuon  ;  her  ellccm  of  him  is  fuchj  [hit  ihe  ]u(i  adnriif* 
every  thing  in  him  and  abk>iit  him.     She  adraitca  his  pel 
fonai  glory,  Hs  Im MANUEL  ;  (he  wondrjfs  thif  ever  the  fecorii 
rerfoft  of  the  gloriaus  Godhead  fliou^d  crcr  h-ive  pail  by  ik 
;ingclic  nature,  and  joined  hinfclf  in  n  ptTfcinal  union  to  ti 
human  nature,  out  of  love  to  hei,  tl«;it  hr  might  he  a  hd 
lodet  for  her.     Hence  that  word  of  the  a  polite  h  much  i 
her  mourh  and  heart,   i   Vim*  i.  3-  '*   Wiibout  i;oii!tonffj 
great  is  the  my  fiery  of  godlinefs^"  God  wa^  niijnift  ft  in 
flefk.     Oh  he  is  juft  ^  N'onfucli !  '^  is  tht  jpptc  trrc  am< 
the 'trees  of  the  wood.     The  chit  fe  ft  among  iru  thoufand? 
And  when  the  bride  thinks  of  the  Jove  he  bort  res  her  bcU 
the  world  was  midc  ;  and   how,  in  the  fulncfti  of  lime^ 
came  and  fpcnf  his  blood  for  her  redemption  i  how  in  tii 
he  drew  her  with  the  cords  of  love,  eonqiiered  her  enmity 
by  Jhedding  abroad  his  love  upon  her  heart ;  fhe  is  juft  fwalJ 
lowed  up  with  admiration,  and  is  ready  to  cry  out,  '*  O,  what 
am  I,  or  my  houfe,  that  thou  hall  brought  me  hitherto  !    Is 
this  the  manner  of  men,  O  Lord  God  ?  O,   what  hath  God 
wrought  !  O  the   heighth,  the  depth,  the   breadth,    and  the 
length  of  his  love  !   It  paffeth  all  knowledge." 

2d/y^  The  true  bride  of  Chrill  knows  the  voice  of  the  Bride- 
groom, and  is  much  delighted  with  the  words  of  his  mouth, 
**  My  iheep  hear  my  voic  j,"  John  x.  You  fee.  Cant.  ii.  8. 
how  her  heart  flighters  at  tiie  firfl  opening  of  his  lips,  "It 
is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  :"  It  is  fweeter  to  me  than  the 
melody  of  angels  or  archangels.  Every  word  of  the  Bride- 
groom creates  admiration  in  her  heart,  and  (he  remembers 
them  with  delight  and  pleafure,  Cant.  ii.  10.  *'  My  Beloved 
fpake,  and  faid  unto  me.  Rife  up,  my  dove,  my  love,  my 
fair  one,  and  come  away."  Such  words  make  her  heart  to 
glow  and  burn  within  her.  O,  fays  Job,  "I  have  efteemedthe 
words  of  his  mouth  more  than  my  ncceflary  food  ;"  andO. 
fays  David,  "  the  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better  unto  me  thar 
thoufands  of  gold  and  filver,  more  to  be  ddired  are  they  thai 
gold,  yea,  than  much  fine  gold,  yea,  fweeter  alio  than  honey 
and  the  honey  comb."  O,  fays  Jctemiah,  '*  thy  words  wcr 
found,  and  1  did  cat  them,  and  thy  word  was  unto  me  th 
joy  and  rejoicing  of  mine  heart." 

3^/^,  Not  only  every  word,  but  every  thought  of  th 
Bridegroom,  is  a  banquet  unto  the  foul  of  the  bride,  **  Ho\ 
precious  alfo  are  tliy  thoughts  unto  me,  O  God.  '  My  medi 
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4ihif,  Hu:  tnie  bride  of  ChnM  hMm%  alt  lis  livrfs*  S^ 
|jl  ilead  to  the  kw  ber  lift  hAttrf^  mad  n  rv^y  »  Iky,  ^  I 
bfpugh  tbe  lawy  am  dad  10  tbe  bnr.**  She  is  dead  Hi  i% 
led  crucl&cs  the  fieHi,  v^iib  tbe  ^bdioei  xsd  Iafl% 
Is  deaf  zs  a  xigbt  itmdi  i^  A  fi^bc  cje:.  S^ie  b  doM 
Irorld,  and  coonta  dl  Itx  pmtxs^  fi^ttref^  and  I 
libiztg  but  2  imlj  erf  TMnhy^  **  I  vs  crcnfied  to  ibe  YMvld, 
iDd  tbe  world  m  mcJ^  Tbiss,  I  i^r,  tbe  tme  bride  of  Quitt 
Ittlcs  all  ChnilV  rivmb  ;  *'  I  cotmi'all  xh'mp  but  kkls  foe  the 
OEOcllency  of  the  kiioiiledfe  of  Chrift,  aad  do  c^um  liicrtt 
Imt  dung,*'  &x.  Yea,  lb:  is  ntadT  to  pnt  wrtb  all  re3*t»oas 
grhateTer  for  Mm,  fetbcr,  met  her,  wi£tj  ciiildreB,  let  theai 
ill  go  for  him  ;  jei.  if  h-^r  life  cDaies  in  corr^petmcn  with 
Chrift,  flic  will  be  ready  to  faj,  "  I  am  ready  act  to  be  bound 
onlj,  but  to  die,^  for  t^.e  glory  of  the  Bridegroom  :  **  They 
loved  not  their  lives  unto  the  death,**  for  the  love  that  they 
bore  unto  the  Lord  Jcfns. 

S^^fy,  The  bride  of  Chrift  has  much  truft  and  confidence 
to  put  in  the  Bridegroom,  and  by  trufling  in  him  is  kept  in 
perfed  peace,  and  is  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
She  dares  venture  upon  iie  greateft  dangers,  when  called, 
npon  the  credit  of  his  word,  "  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee-, 
be  not  difmayed,  for  I  am  diy  God,"  &c.  The  very  name  of 
the  Bridegroom  is  the  groind  of  her  trad,  and  is  to  her  like 
aftrong  towcr^  where  fee  tiies  and  is  fafe.  The  language  of 
the  bride's  confidence  towards  the  Bridegroom  is  that,  Pfal. 
Xixvi.  7.  •*  How  excellent  is  thy  loving- kindnefs,  O  God  ! 
therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  truft  under  the  fliadow 
«f  thy  wings;"  and  Pfal.  xxvii.  5.  For  "  in  the  time  of 
trouble  he  (hall  hide  me  in  his  pavilion  j  in  the  fccrct  of  hh 
^hernacle  fliall  "he  hide  me,^'  &.c, 

^tbly^  The  bride  of  Chrift  has  a  great  regard  for  his  com- 
'hMs,  and  is  ready  to  follo;v  him  whitherfocver  he  goes. 
Ihe  Bridegroom  fays  to  the  bride,  **  If  ye  love  me,  ye  will 
keep  all  my  commandment?,"  Johnxiv.ij.;  and'ver.  21.  "He 
that  hath  my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that 
lovcth  roe."  The  wife  virgins  will  keep  themfelves  chafte 
f' r  the  fervice  of  the  Biridegroom,  and  will  not  defile  them- 
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fclvcs  with  **  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  world  tlirou^ 
Jull*'*  Hence  is  that^  Rev.  xiv-  4-  fpcaking  of  the  hundred 
forty  and  four  thoufand,  that  flood  with  the  Lamb  upor 
Mount  Zion  :  '*  Thefe  are  they  who  were  not  defiled  witb 
women  (i.e~  ivith  the  errors,  idolatry,  and  ahominattons  ol 
Atitichrill),  for  tliey  are  virgins :  TheCe  arc  they  who  fol- 
low the  Lamb  whither  foe  ver  he  goeth," 

*jthly^  The  true  bride  of  Jefus  holds  faft  the  teftimooy  d 
Jefus,  in  oppofuion  to  the  devil,  and  the  world,  and  sill  eriiM| 
and  corruptions  that  are  caft  out  of  hell  in  order  to  sobfcncl 
his  declarative  gbry,  Rev.  xii.  17.  There  we  arc  told,  tbaj 
lie  drrtgan  **  was  ivroth  with  the  woman,  and  went  to  mab 
war  with  the  remi^ant  of  her  feed,  which  keep  the  commaa& 
^^ents  of  God,  and  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  Chrift.'!  Ail 
if  it  be  Tifked,  What  is  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  ?  it  is  ^iffwer^ 
ed,  Rev.  zir,  10.  For  *^  the  teflimony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpirij 
of  prophecy,"  i,i,  the  **  word  of  God,  which  holy  ooen  d 
God  fpakc  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft/'  Now, 
the  true  bride  of  Chrift  **  contends  earneftly  for  this  teftimony 
or  faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the  faints,"  and  will 
receive  no  do6lrine,  no  pra6licc,  no  deciiion,  though  it  wert 
of  the  general  affeinbly  of  angels,  but  wliat  quadrates  ot 
agrees  with,  and  is  founded  upon  this  teftimony  and  word  ol 
^  Jefus;  and  this  is  what  Chrilt  hath  given  in  charge  to  his 
bride,  the  church,  and  every  believer  in  particular.  If.  viii. 
20.  *'  To  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony,  if  tliey  fpeak  not  ac- 
cording to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them.*' 

%thlyy  The  bride  of  Chrift  is  very  fond  to  bring  forth  a  feed 
to  ferve  him  ;  and  for  this  end  Ihe  ftudies  to  bring  him  to  liel 
mother's  houfe,  and  t^e  ordinances  of  his  appointment.  Itii 
only  his  prefence  in  the  church  th-^t  makes  the  word  effec- 
tual f  r  ti^  converfion  of  finners  and  tlie  edification  of  faints; 
and  therefore  they  that  are  married  to  the  Bridegroom  arc 
fond  to  fee  his  power  and  glory  in  the  fancluary,  that  foil 
may  be  "  faid  if  Zion,  This  and  that  man  was  born  in  her/ 
Plal.  Ixxxvii.  5.  and  "  who  hath  begotten  me  thefe,"  K 
xlix.  21. 

9^/)/y,  The  bride  of  Chrill  longs  fomctimes  for  the  con- 
fiimin:^tion  of  the  marriage  at  death,  efptcially  at  the  iafl 
ju.!e,eii  em,  when  the  coUedive  body  of  Chnlt  Ihwli  be  niad< 
fullv  up,  and  when  the  Bride;irooin  fliall  prcfcni  his  bride  tc 
his  Father,  "not  having  fpot  or  wi inkle,  or  any  fuch  thine,' 
aiid  wfe  flit  '*  (hall  fliine  loilh  as  the  fun  in  the  kirgdou  0 
lier  Fall  ci."  Paul  had  this  in  his  e\c,  v.'hen  he  faid,  *»  Ther 
is  laid   I'.p  for  n.c  ?.  crown  cf  rigi.tccufneft,  which  the  Jxit 
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Vlie  righteous  Judge,  (hall  give  me  at  that  Jaj,  and  not  to 
me  onlj,  but  unto  all  them  alfo  who  love  his  appearing  ;** . 
aad  the  churchy  when  (he  faid.  Cant.  viii.  laft  verfe,  **  Make 
hafte,  mj  beloved,  and  be  thou  like  to  a  roe,  or  to  a  joung 
hart  upon  the  mountains  of  fpices." 

Second  quedion  for  trial  is,  Have  you  had'  any  meeting 
with  the  Bridegroom  ?  Has  he  and  you  had  any  pleafant  and 
comfortable  interyiew?  Did  he  draw  near  ^nd man ifeit  himfelf 
to  you,  as  he  does  not  unto  the  world.  I  do  not  in(iit  on  this. 
Only  in  a  few  words : 

I/?/  A  meeting  with  Ghrifl,  the  Bridegroom,  puts  life^ 
new  hfe,  into  the  langui(hing  foul  and  fpirit  of  the  bride  ^ 
and  no  wonder;  for  he  is  ''  the  refurre^tion  and  the  life.  He 
teat  hath  the  Son  hath  life.'^  .      \ 

2dJ^,  A  meeting  with  Chri(i,  the  Bridegroom,  gives  light 
Io  the  bride  ^^heh  fitting  in  darknefs  ;  and  no  wonder,  for  he 
is  the  bright  and  morning  Star  that  bringd  day  with  him.  Hd 
IS  the  true  light,  and  darknefs  evanifhes  before  him. 

^dfyf  A  meeting  with  the  Bridegroom  fires  the  heart  with 
love,  that  many  waters  cannot  quench,  and  all  floods  are  not 
able  to  drown.  His  banner  is  love,  and  the  bride  will  follow 
the  banner  through  life  and  death,  Rom.  viii.  at  the  clofe. 

^tbly^  A  meeting  with  the  Bridegroom  brings  liberty  and 
enlargement  of  foul  with  it.  The  foul  that  was  in  bonds  is 
made  ftee  by  the  Sen ;  and  then  the  foul  fings,  as  in  Pfal. 
crvi.  "  O  Loird,  truly  I  am  thy  fervaut,  and  the  fon  of  thy 
handmaid :  thou  had  Icofed  my  bonds  :"  and  then  it  runs  the  • 
Way  of  his  commandments,  he  having  enlarged  it. 

^tbiy^  A  meeting  with  the  Bridegroom  quickens  the  long-  ^ 

ings  of  the  foul  for  another  meeting  :  For  the  bride  never 
tires  of  his  company  ;  and  when  he  is  making  as  though  he 
Would  withdraw,  (be  hangs  about  him  to  detain  him,  laying. 
Oh  !  '*  Why  fliouldft  thou  be  as  a  (Iranger  in  the  land,  and  as  a 
wayfaring  man  that  turneth  afide  to  tarry  for  a  night?"  And 
when  he  is  withdrawing,  O,  will  (he  fay,  "  that  I  knew 
where  I  might  find  him  !  I  charge  you,  O  daughters  of  Jc- 
mfalem,  if  you  find  my  Beloved,  that  ye  tell  him,  that  I  am 
fickoflove." 

6ibly^  If  you  have  met  the  Bridegroom,  you  will  (ludy  td 
keep  his  room  for  him,  until  he  return  again.  Ciiri(l*s  bride 
will  not  play  the  harlot,  or  take  up  with  other  lovers  in  hi^ 
tbfence ;  and  when  enticed  by  the  devil  or  t\\fi  world,  to  join. 
with  them  in  fin,  the  true  bride  of  Chrift  will  be  rfady  tp 
iay,  with  David,  "  Depart  from  me  evil  Jotrs,  for  1  will 
keep  ^  commandments  of  my  God  ;"  or  ^s  Jofeph^  wlicii   JL 

tempted  ^^ 


5fi9  The  lifife  Virgini  gQtng  f^rih 

tempted  by  Ma  aduUeroas  miftrefs,  "  How  can  I  do  this  grej€l| 
wiclEediicfjs,  aai  tin  againft  my  Lord/*  my  bleffed  Bndegrooov^ 
unto  whom  1   have  giveii  heart  and  hand :    And  Kence  th^^ 
true  bride  of  Chriil  is  rc:^dy  to  telift  even  unto  bloody  ftrivinf 
aj^ainft  fin;  flie   would  rather  venture  upon  the   anger  and 
difplcafure  of  all  the  wo  rid ,  than  endure  one  frowti  of  the 
Bridegroom's  face  ;  and  therefore,  having  prefented  herfelf  as 
a  chafte  virgin  unto  Ghrift,  flis  fladles  to  maintain  her  chaf* 
tiiyand  purity- 

^thfy^  Every  mealing  with  the  Brief  eg  room  adds  a  new 
print  or  lineimt?nt  of  (he  beauty  of  the  Bridrgroom  upon  the 
foul  of  the  bride,  f'or,  by  behokiitrg  of  his  giory,  we  arc 
chanj^cd  into  the  fame  j;t»sj;c.  Hence  the  world  about  them 
are  reJ*dy  lo  take  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  have  btctt 
with  Jefus :  the  light  of  Chriil's  bride  borrowed  from  the 
Bridegroom's  company,  (bines  before  men  ;  fo  that  ochcrs  fee* 
ing  her  good  works  are  made  to  glorify  the  Bridegroom,  in, the 
way  and  deportment  of  the  bride, 

itihiy\  E^ery  mecrin^  with  the  Bridegroom  fills  the  foul  of 
the  bride  with  a  holy  blufh  at  the  thoup;hts  of  her  own  un^ 
worthincfs,  and  the  uiideftrvtrd  love  and  kindncfsof  the  Bride- 
groom v  infomuch  tint  fhc  is  afiiamed,  yea  even  confounded, 
when  (lie  fees  th.u  he  is  p.icificd  towards  her,  notwithilanding 
of  allherftrayingsanddcbordings,  Eztk.  xvi.  at  the  clofe ;  and 
this  makes  her  to  cry  out  with  Job,  chap,  xiii  when  the  Lord 
maniftrftcd  himfelf  to  him  in  a  w  ly  of  love,  **  I  have  heard  of 
thee  by  the  hearing  of  tlie  ear  ;  but  now  rriine  eyes  fee  thee: 
wherefore  I  abhor  myfcif,  and  repent  in  dull  and  allies."  So 
much  by  way  of  trial. 

Ufe  third  fliall  be  by  Way  of  CoTifolation  to  believers,  who  arc 
the  true  bride  of  the  bleflld  Bridegroom. 

And  well  may  we  fpe.ik  comfort  to  the  bride,  for  he  himfelf 
juit  joys  over  her  witli  finging,  and  fays,  that  "  her  heart  fhal' 
rejoice,  and  her  joy  no  man  taketh  frgm  her." 

To  help  on  the  joy  of  the  foul  cfpoufed  unto  this  one  huf- 
band,  I  fliall  only  touch  a  little  upon  two  fcriptural  expref- 
fions,  wherein  the  clolell  union  and  molt  intirrrate  comiDunion 
between  Chrlll  and  liis  fpoufe  is  held  forth  ;  in  one  place, 
Chriil  is  f.iid  to  h'lve  them,  and,  in  anr  thcr,  they  arc  faid,  to 
have  him.  I  be  iirlt  you  have,  John  iii.  29.  '*  He  that  hath 
the  bri-de  is  the  Bridegroom;"  the  fccond  you  have,  John  v.  i2. 
where  it  is  faid  of  believers,  the  bride  of  Chrift,  **  He  that 
luth  the  Son  hath  life  ;"  To  that  they  mutually  have  one  ano' 
ther.  And  therefore  upon  fcriptuie  ground  we  may  fafcb 
fay,  that  tlic  Bridegroom  hath  tbe  bride,  and  the  bride  hati 
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\t  Bfidegmom^  But  dow  thar  I  mif  open  this  twofolil  f^iritifj 
/nmftkljtiofH  1  ftall  cSaj  to  draw  ^  iirtle  w^icr  out  cf  thcnit 
r  ib^  omfoUtion  of  the  bride,  the  Lanib'a  wife  :  1  Ucgiit 
iih 

1^  JSrftt  John  ill.  29.  **  He  that  haih  the  bride  1*  the 
rideproom  "  Now  Chrift  hath  the  bride  in  thefc  following 
fpcds. 

i/r,  By  eternal  donation  and  gift  from  the  Father-  The  Fa* 
«T  of  the  Bridegroom  gifted  the  bride  unto  his  beloired  Son, 
iho  xrii-  "  Thioc  they  wrre,ind  tboit  gavcft  them  mc/*  They 
ere  the  Father's  by  cie£lin^  love  :  he  chofc  them  from  among 
m  mafs  of  corrupted  mankind^  ?nd  he  makes  a  proptne  of 
mm  to  his  eternal  Son,  that  he  might  rtdtem  ihcm  with  his 
kiod>  and  call  them  in  due  time  by  hia  grace,  jufltfy  them 
Tcly,  fjn£llfy  them  throughout,  and  fave  them  eternally. 
3rf/f ,  The  Bridegroom  hath  the  brtde  by  purchafc.     She  i« 
f  natnre  the  law's  debtor,  juilice's  ptifoner,  and  the  drvirs 
s?e^     Chrtfl  takes  a  view  of  her  in  this  deplorable  condition  ; 
bcjtifticc  of  God  purfuing  like  the  avenger  of  blood  |  the 
letil,  ae  God*s  executioner,  ready  10  haul  her  to  the  prifon  of 
iclL     *0  (fays  Chrift),  I  have  loved  her  with  an  cverlading 
ovc,  and  my  heart  is  fo  much  fet  upon  a  marriage  with  her^ 
bat  I  am  content  to  fatisfy  the  law  and  jullice  in  her  room  ; 
et  the  curfe  of  the  law  due  to  them  fall  upon  me;  let  the 
iwakened  fword  of  juftice  rage  againft  me,  that  they  may 
sfcape  ;  I  will  be  wounded  for  their  iniquities,  and  bruifed  for 
their  tranfgreflions.' 

3£//jr,  He  hath  the  bride  by  conqued.  Although  law  and  juf- 
tice be  fatisfied,  yet,  the  devil  having  got  poflefTion,  he  will 
not  <|utt  the  prifoner,  unlefs  (he  be  taken  out  of  hisi  cuftody 
by  main  force.  Well,  fays  the  Bridegroom*,  *  I  will  lead  capf- 
fivity  captive,  I  will  bruife  the  head  of  that  old  ferpent  the 
devil,  fpoil  principalities  and  powers  ;  and  fo  the  lawful  cap* 
titc  (hall  be  delivered,  and  the  prey  taken  from  the  mighty/ 

/[tblj.  He  hath  the  bride  by  her  own  cunfcnt,  in  a  day  of 
power,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  He  conquers  her  enmity  againd  him  by 
difcoverics  of  his  love  and  lovelinefs,  Hof.  xi.  4.  Jcr.  xxxi.  3. 
**  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlailing  love  ;  therefore  with 
k)ving  kindnefs  have  I  drawn  thee :"  and  thereupon  the  bride 
figns  the  contract,  If.  xl.  3. 4«  *'  One  (hall  fay,  I  am  the  Lord's, 
and  another  (hall  fubfcribe  with  bis  hand  unto  the  Lord,"  &c. 
And  fo  the  efpoufals  are  made,  and  the  Bridegroom  hath  the 
bride.  But  it  may  be  alked,  *  Where  hath  he  the  bride  ?'  An- 
fwcr, 

}ft,  He  hath  her  in  his  houfe  :  for  as  King  Solomon  built  a 
boufe  for  Pharoah's  daughter  i  fo  Chrift,  ihe^true  Solomon, 
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builds  a  twofold  houf^  for  his  bride,  a  hotife  on  eartbv  an  J 
another  in  he IV Ik n*  Wc  read  of  a  houfe  that  Wifdodi  hatit 
buiit,  ProVp  ix.  5,  with  fcvtn  pillars,  for  the  entertain ujcnt 
of  his  bride,  nnH  the  flones  thereof  arc  bid  witk  fair  co« 
loUT^i  and  the  foundation  theffof  of  fipphire  %  znA  this  is 
that  houfe  of  mercf,  which  God  will  hjvt?  built  up  forever- 
and  Lhcn  he  Jj^s  prf pared  a  houft^  ye*,  a  '*  city  wlucb  li^ik 
foundations,  whofc  builder  and  maker  is  GikI  ^"  Joh:i  iXt* 
a*  3.  *'  In  my  Father's  houfe  arc  many  niHij^fions,"  i<£c.  j 

2dty\  He  hath  the  bride  not  only  in  hn  houfe,  but  m  hii   I 
hand  \  Deui.  xxxiii*  3.  *'  AH  his  faints  are  in  thy  hand  "  i  t* 
in  the  hand  of  the   Bridegroom;  John  k<  28*  "  1  ^ivc  nnw 
I  hem  eternal  lifr,  and  they  ftiall  ncvtr  p^rtiHj  neither  fliali  auf 
pluL'k  them  out  of  my  hand,'*     O  belitirer,  is  not  tbia  a  g^tJ*^ 
fioGs  fpring  of  confohttjon,  that  thou  Artcontinuaify  in  the  hajiitfl 
of  thy  glorious  Hufband  and  Bridej»roont  ?      He   keeps  tiiifl 
bride  irt  the  hollow  of  his  handi  tiie  hand  of  hU  power  amll 
providencc- 

-^dl^^  What  more?  I  can  tell  you  mor::  yet.  The  Bridc|^rooin 
hath  the  bride  in  his  arms  and  bcfom  \  If.  xL  it.  **  He  fliJl 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bofoni," 
&c.  O  what  a  fweet  lodging  is  this,  to  lie  in  the  bofom  of  him, 
who  lay  from  eternity,  and  will  lie  to  eternity,  in  the  bofotn 
of  the  Fiither,  encircled  with  the  everlafting  arms  of  the  eter- 
nal God  !  O  blcffed  lodging  !  Pfal.  xci.  i.  '*  He  that  dwcUcth 
in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Mod  High,  (hall  abide  under  the 
fliadc  of  the  Almighty." 

^thiyy  The  Bridegroom  hath  the  bride  continually  in  his 
eye  :  luch  is  the  love  that  he  bears  her,  that  his  eye  can  never  be 
off  her  ;  wherever  (he  is,  his  eye  follows  her,  and  his  eyes  rua 
to  and  fro  through  the  whole  earth  to  ihew  himfelf  llrong  in 
her  behalf. 

5/i6/y,  The  Bridegroom  hath  the  bride  continually  in  his  very 
heart.  Oh  "  fays  the  fpoufe,  fet  me  as  a  fcal  upon  thine  hcarr, 
as  a  feal  upon  thine  arm."  As  the  pried  had  the  tribes  of  Ifracl 
upon  his  breall,  fo  Chrift  has  his  people  fet  as  a  feal  upon 
his  heart ;  fhe  can  never  be  out  of  his  mind.  Now  is  not  this 
^  glorious  fpring  of  confolation  to  tlic  foul  efpoufed  to  ChriiU 
that  thy  Bridegroom,  believer,  has  thee  in  his  houfe,  in  his 
hand,  in  his  arms,  and  bofom,  and  fjt  in  his  eye,  and  on  bis 
tcry  heart  i     But, 

Secondly^  As  the  Bridegroom  hath  the  bride,  fo  the  bride  hail^ 
the  Bridegroom  ;  for  he  that  hath  the  Son  haih  life.  If  thoU 
be  a  believer,  thou  haft  the  Son,  who  i:;  the  Bridegroom.  Take 
thijin  thefe  particuliirs,  . 
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%ft^  If  thou  be  the  bride,  and  hall  received  him  \>j  faith} 
thou,  haft  the  perfon  of  the  Son  for  thy  Huiband  and  Bride^ 
greom,  **  Thy  Maker  is  thine  Hufband."  You  knovtr^  that  in 
marriage  the  relation  is  between  the  perfon  of  the  ntan  and 
woman  ;  fo,  in  the  fpiritual  marriage,  it  is  the  perfon  of  Chrtll 
mnd  the  perfon  of  the  belicYer  that  are  married.  And  wliat 
thinkeft  thou,  believer,  of  being  nrarricd  to  the  fccond  Per  fen  of 
the  glorious  Trinity  ?  To  which  of  the  angels  did  he  ever  fij. 
Thou  an  the  bride,  thcXanab's  wife  ? 

2dlyf  Being  married  to  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  a  partaker 
pf  the  divine  nature,  as  he  is  a  paruker  of  the  human,  a  Pen 
i  4.  The  beauty  of  the  Lord  thy  God  is  upon{hee.  The  Bride- 
groom imparts  and  commpnicates  his. beauty  to  the  bride  ^  and 
then  (he  looks  *^  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear 
as  the  fun  \^  and  he  fays,  ''  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love^  there 
is  no  fpot  in  thee.*' 

3^i)',  The  Bridegroom's  Father  is  thy  Father;  John  xx.  17. 
''I  alcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God 
aftd  your  God."  Chrift,  as  the  fecond  Adam  and  new  cove- 
nant Head,  fays  for  himfelf,  and  all  believers  who  are  his  bride, 
Pfal.  Ixxxix.  "  Thou  art  my  Father,  my  God,  aiid  the  Rock  of 
my  falvation."  And  the  Father  of  Chrift  allows  and  requires 
his  Son's  bride  to  come  to  him  with  holy  find  humble  confi* 
dcncc,  and  cry,  Abba,  Father,  unto  him  :  •*  Doubtlcfs  thou  art 
my  Father,  wilt  thou  not  cry  unto  me,  my  Father  ?  thou  art 
the  guide  of  my  youth.** 

4/A/y,  The  Holy  Ghoft  is  thy  Comforter,  to  encourage  and 
comfort  the  bride  an  the  abfcnce  of  tie  Bridegroom  ;  John 
xvi.  6.  **  It  is  expedient  (fays  Chrift)  for  you,  that  1  go 
awiy  ;  for  if  I^o  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  ;  but 
i  1  go  away,  I  will  fend  him  unto  you,"  and  he  Ihall  dwtH  in 
you,  and  abide  with  you  for  ever.  Ttie  fpirit  of  the  Bridegroom 
abiding  with  the  biidt:  i&  far  better  than  if  ihe  enjoyed  his  bo- 
dily pre  fence. 

^tbly,  The  very  life  of  the  bride  is  hid  in  the  Bridegroom, 
Col.  iii.-3.  '*  Your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God.  Becaufe  I 
live,  ye  Ihall  live  alfo."  Perhaps,  poor  belitvcr,  tg  thy  own 
fcnfe  and  feeling,  thou  maycft  be  brought  to  that  pafs,  aslo  fay^ 
**  My  life  drawtph  ni^h  unto  tlie  grave,  I  am  free  among  the 
dcsvi :"  I  am  a  dry  tree,  r.nd  like  Lzckiel's  dry  bones;  but  re- 
. member,  that  the  fountain  of  life  is  with  thy  iiead,  Hufband^ 
aiid  Bridt'gioom  ;  **  htcuilcr  1  live,  ye  ftiall  live  alfo." 

6//.-A'.  Know  for  tl.y  comfort,  that  the  contrail  of  the  co- 
Tenant  il.nds  faft  ;  he  ii^s  betrothed  thee  to  himfelf,  not  for 
a  (lav,  for  a  rr.onih,  or  a  year,  or  an  ?ge,  but  for  cvct :  "  I 
Vrii^  n<akc  wi:h  th.in  an' cvcri<;iiiiig  covenant."  The  covenant 

fttnd^ 
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fiends  fall  wUh  him  ;  *•   My  covf  nant  I  will  not  break,  nof 
alter  tlie  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips.'* 

^ihfyn  Having  the  iimi,  diou  h^ft  all  the  promifcs  of  tlic 
t\ew  covenant >  as  fo  m^ny  tutcUs  of  falvatioa,  our  of  which 
thou  maycft  draw  waters  with  joy  ^  for  all  the  promife^  of 
God  are  in  him^  ;ind  in  him  they  arc  to  the  bride  of  Chrift 
yea  and  amen.  Oh  i  how  |;reat  and  precious  are  tfacfe  pro* 
inifes  I 

Ztkfyt  Having  the  Son  for  thy  Bridegroom,  the  law,  nor 
ji^itice,  nor  the  world,  nor  life,  nor  death,  have  any  aiflion  or 
procefs  tgainflttheCi  You  Icnow,  m  law,  the  wife  cannot  be 
purfycd  for  debt:  the  hu(band  i^;  liable  for  her  debt  \  audif 
the  hufband  pay  the  debt>  the  creditors  have  nothing  to  f^f 
agair^lt  the  wife.  Well,  this  is  the  cafe  with  thee,  O  believefj 
who  hufl  the  Son  far  thy  Hufband  :  he  has  cleared  fcores  wich 
law  and  jutHcc,  and  was  difchargcd  of  it  in  hJ3  refurredlion, 
wherefore  "  he  was  t^kcn  frqnfi  prifon  and  from  judgement;* 
and  therefore  the  foul  m;iiried  .ind  betrothed  uiuo  him,  beitig 
under  his  cover,  may  lift  up  the  head  and  cry,  Rom.'viii.  ;> 
34!  "  Who  cnn  lay  any  thinp  to  my  charge  ?  It  is  God  that 
jullifieth,  who  is  he  ihat  cond^mneth  ?" 

9//6/)',  Whatever  deep  feas  or  Jorciansof  trouble  thou  mayefl 
have  before  thee,  the  Bridegroom  has  pad  his  word  for  ir, 
that  he  will  be  prcfcnt  with  thee  in  thcni,  If.  xli.  10.  If.  xHii. 
2.  **  When  ihou  pafllft  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with 
thee,"  &c.  When  thou  art  laid  upon  a  fick-bed,'or  a  death- 
bed, the  Bridegroom  will  attt  nd  thee  ;  for  he  has  faid,  •'  I 
will  never  leave  tiiee  nor  forfakc  tine:  yea,  when  thou  liell 
down  in  the  grvive,  thou  (hah  fleep  in  his  bed  and  bofom  » 
*«  Thtm  that  fleep  in  Jefus,  will  God  bring  with  him." 

iQthlyy  Thy  Bridegroom,  believer,  when  thou  art  giving 
up  the  gholl,  and  thy  foul  departing  from  thy  body;  he,  with 
a  guard  of  angels,  will  be  ready  to  receive  thy  fpirit,  Jchn 
xiv.  3.  "  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that 
where  I  am  there  ye  may  be  alfo."  O  what  comfort  is  it  to 
a  dying  faint  or  belicrvcr,  that  no  fooner  he  is  abfent  from  lb' 
body,  but  he  is  prefent  with  the  Lord  ;  and  may  wclcon- 
the  waggon  of  death,  that  is  come  to  fetch  the  bride  hcff" 
to  the  houfe  of  the  Bridegroom,  faying,  witli  dying  Stephei'i 
••  O  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit  !'* 

1  i/^/y,  Though  thou  drop  the  carcife  of  the  body  into  the 
grnve,  where  it  (1 -eps  (]uieily  until  the  morning  of  the  refut- 
ie<Slion,  yet  the  Bridegroom  fays,  1  will  raifc  them  up  at  th^ 
lalt  day.  This  proniife  he  frequently  repeats,  particularly 
John  VI.  **  i  will  raife  him  up  at  the  lalt  day."  O  lift  up  ilO 
hcad|  bclitv.rj  for  the  d.^y  cf  thy  complete  redemption,  eve:* 
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the  Ttdtmption  of  thf  body  from  the  power  of  the  gravCt 
irawtth  nigh.  Thy  beloved  Bridegroom  will,  33  it  were,  come 
H  tht  bcd'^Mc  of  the  gr^vc,  and  Cry,  "  Aw^kc  incl  fiag,  ihou 
bl  J]eepcCl  ia  the  dudi*'  and  then  the  dew  of  thti  Haly  Chofti 
lit  qaickertcd  thy  foul  when  dead  in  crcfpafTes  and  GnSf  fhatl 
b  quicken  thy  dead  body,  and  thereupon  ihe  earth  0uU  cafl 
It  the  deadj  tf^  ixvL  19,  compared  with  Rom*  vtiL  ii« 
hen,  O  then,  be Jieirtr,  thou  fbdt  "  fhine  fonh  like  the  fun 
ithe  kingdom  of  thy  F^ither  ;*'  thy  vile  body  fh.ill  bt:  m;ide' 
te  unto  the  glorious  body  of  the  Bridegroom  ;  and  there* 
Kin  the  nuptial  folemnicy  will  bej^in,  which  (liaJl  never  have 
lend,  t^ch  one  crying  to  another^  as  Rev>  xIk*  1*  '*  I^ct  u^ 
Egbd  and  rejoice^  and  give  honour  to  him  ;  for  the  marriage 
[the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  hcifclf  ready/* 
Thus  yoti  fee  what  unfpeak^bk  ground  of  confolacion  and 
rtnal  triumph  thtre  is  for  the  foul  that  ia  cfpoufed  unto 
hriA  ;  but  th^  ten  Lhoufandth  thoufandth  part  of  it  c<mnot 
ttoid;  for  eye  hath  not  fecn^  nor  €.1?  heard |  nor  huh  the 
tart  of  man  conceived,  what  is  laid  up  for  her  in  Chriil* 
f)ijj€^~  1.  Oh  \  may  fome  poor  foul  f^y^  thefe  are  great  thing* 
ideed  ;  but  I  am  afraid  tbt*y  do  not  belong  unto  me ;  1  am 
draid  i  am  not  the  bride  ;  he  is  fuch  a  great  and  glprious  per- 
m^  atid  1  am  fuch  a  poor  defpicable  worm,  fo  guilty,  fo  filthy, 
tat  I  am  afraid  the  match  was  never  made  between  \i\m  apd 
le  \  and  therefore  I  am  afraid  to  apply  all  that  comfort  that 
clongs  to  the  bride  of  Chrill. 

Anfw.  It  is  one  of  the  properties  of  the  bride  of  Chrift,  to 
&  humble,  and  lowly,  and  felf-denied,  and  to  be  admiring 
le  infinite  diftance  between  the  Bridegroom  and  her :  She  i^ 
ever  taken  up  with  admiring  her  own  gifts  and  gracesj  her 
wn  beauty  and  excellency,  biit  the  beauty,  glory,  and  ex* 
cUency  of  the  Bridegroom  :  She  does  not  boail  of  what  (he 
as  received)  but  all  her  boailing/and  glorying  is  in  the  Lord  : 
Ind  the  more  huinble  and  denied  the  biide  oi.  Chrift  is,  the 
lore  amiable  and  defireable  (he  is  in  the  eyes  of  the  Bride- 
room,  If*  Ivii.  15.  and  lxii.'2. 

ObjeSl.  2.  I  am  fo  peitered  with  a  body  of  (in  S|nd  death, 
arnality,  unbelief,  and  pride,  and  other  heart  plagues,  th^tl 
oubt  if  my  fpot  be  the  fpot  of  Chrift's  bride. 

An/nv,  You  fee  how  much  the  great  apoftle  Paul  was  dif- 
rcfied  with  the  law  of  fm  which -was  in  his  member^  Rom. 
ii.  "  Wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fhaU  deliver  mc  from 
bis  body  of  death."  Chrift  fays  of  his  bride,  Cant.  vi.  **  What 
vill  you  fee  in  the  Shulamitc  ?  as  i^were  the  company  of  two 
rmies  ^"  grace  and  corruption  continually  (Iruggling  together; 
he  ileih  lufling  againlt  the  fpirit,  and  the  fpint  agaiad  the 
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fttrfh  5   and  therefore  do  not  draw  rafli  cqnclufiofis  opon  tlii 
-  accouTv^ 

ObjeB*  3-  E  thought  once  In  a  da]fiy  he^rr  could  rejoice  sr 
him  as  my  belovt-t^  ;  and  I  ihou^ht  hi*^  left  hand  was  undci 
my  head,  and  his  rigUl  hand  did  embrace  me,  and  1  couk! 
fay^  '^  My  bcto\'ed  is  nMnen,  and  t  am  his;^^  Oat,  alas  f  he  is 
gone  J  **  The  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  my  Lurd  hath  forgot- 
ten me," 

jftjfiu.  **  Why  faytfl  thou  fo,  O  Jacob,  my  way  is  hid  from 
the  Lord  ?  Can  a^wom^n  forg«"t  her  fucking  child,  that  the 
i!ioald  not  have  compafTion  on  the  fruit  of  her  womb  ?  yeai 
they  may  forget,  yet  vill  !  not  forget  ihec-'*  And  therefore 
wait  upon  the  return  of  thy  Bridegroom,  at  they  that  ^^lktA 
for  the  morning,  ytt,  more  than  I  hey  that  watch  for  the 
morning  :^  for  na  fure  as  the  morning  Ii;?ht  will  atife,  after 
a  dark  ni^ht,  as  fure  will  he  rtituni  to  thy  foul  in  a  way  of 
grace.  And  therefore  lire  by  faiih  j  and  let  Ifraci,  the  true 
bride  of  Chrtft,  hope  tn  the  Lord.  And  1  give  you  his  word 
as  the  ground  of  your  fure  hope,  If.  liv.  7.  8.  **  For  a  fmall 
moment  have  I  forf«iken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will  I 
gather  thee.  In  a  little  wrath  1  hid  my  face  from  thee,  for 
a  moment,  but  with  everlafling  kindntfs  will  1  have  nitrcy 
On  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer." 

'Ufe  fourth  of  this  dodlrine  fhnll  be  by  way  of  reproof  and 
terror  unto  all  thefe,  who,  inRead  of  clofing  the  bargain,  and 
going  forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom  Chrid  Jcfus,  continue 
married  unto  ether  ^lulbands.     15ut  more  paititularly, 

Firjt^  Some,  yea  multitudes  of  gofpcl-hearers,  are  married 
to  the  law  as  a  hufband  •,  and  this  is  the  cafe  with  all  le- 
galifts,  and  felf-righteous  perfons,  that  arc  fecking  life,  ri^b* 
teoufnefs,  and  acceptance  with  God,  by  their  own  perfoiul 
obedience,  their  prayers,  and  repentance,  mortification,  and 
this  and  that  good  thing  that  they  have  done,  or  fome  good 
qualification  that  they  find  in  themfelves.  If  this  be  the  cafji 
with  you,  you  never  yet  went  out  to  meet  the  Bridegroom, 
you  were  never  married  to  the  better  Hulband,  but  continue 
married  to  the  law. 

Here  1  would  do  two  things, ^r/?,  Shew  who  they  are  that 
are  yet  married  to  the  law  ;  fccondiy^  Difcovcr  to  you  your 
n)iferable  condition  while  it  is  fo. 

I.  1  fay,  1  wou!d  ihew  who  they  are  that  are  married  xc 
the  law,  for  all  mankind  are  married  unto  it  in  Adam,  and  all 
mankind  continue  undci*  Adam's  covenant,  until  the  power  ol 
grace  make  a  divorce.        • 

I/?,  If  the  law  never  flew  you,  you  are  yet  monicd  unto  it 
as  a  hufband,  Gal.  ii.  19.  '*  1  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the 

law  i"' 
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thai  be  can  do  wcU  CB^u^h  by  hii  ovn  codcaYoyn  for  lif<  » 
liW  ihc  Jews  fpoken  o/,  Ro<ii.  x.  3.  wbo  wctt  ifnonnt  o£ 
the  righicourucfs  e£  God,  ^iid  %eot  about  40  c&^jih  iliek 
jDmn  rlgbicouijiefj. 

lii^jr,  Ydu  that  nercr  kcew  vhat  il  was  to  mottm  ortr« 
and  wrcAle  agam&  the  kgaJ  l^rt  ^nd  t>ias  ef  |oot  kcaits  lo* 
wir^i  iHjC  Uw  a«  a  corcaanr^  you  remain  yet  m^rrkJ  unto  it 
as  a  hij iba^ixl^  A  btliEYcr  cKat  h  married  unto  Cbiift,  tliroa^Il 
cbc  rem  fining  kgalhy  d  his  heart,  is  iniiiy  tunes  loolclii^ 
back  unco  lui  cJd  huftinJ,  acul  rc^j  to  rc^  tipon  dotirs 
<fant  by  him,  aii<l  hit  ovrn  frames  at^  cnfari^^mcntft  ^^  tbe 
groutid  of  his  acceptance  \yUh  God,  which  is  a  patting  ihtk 
things  in  the  room  of  Chrtfl  1  and  thrs  U  f*si  matter  of  lEoiin:" 
hf  and  humlUarion  tuito  him  i  and  if  you  know  nothiiig  of 
ihU  cxercife,  i:  is  a  fhrcwl  e-ridcDce  that  you  are  not  married 
luito  Cbrift,  but  tinder  the  law  es  a  corcnaRt* 

^dljj  When  you  are  in  any  dtftrefs  or  perplciity  of  rninj, 
wb^TTC  is  h  that  ycu  find  rcll,  eaCe,  and  quiet  ?  For  you 
know  it  is  but  natural  fcr  a  poor  woman  in  her  diftrefs  to  run 
to  her  hufband  for  relief.  Juil  fo  is  it  with  the  believer  that  is 
married  unto  Chrifl  ;  when  he  is  weary  and  heavy  ladeOi  he 
an  never  reft  till  he  come  to  Chrifti  and  then  be  fits  down 
under  his  fhadow  with  gre^t  delight.  But  if  you  find  reft  in 
yoor  own  worjcs,  duties^  qualificationsi  your  perfonal  cove-^ 
nants,  your  vows,  repentance,  and  reformationsi  it  is  a  fign 
fou  are  yet  married  unto  the  law. 

4th/y,  You  that  can  be  grieved  for  your  grofs  fins  and  out- 
breakings,  that  perhaps  wound  your  reputation  before  the 
world,  but  never  yet  had  a  fore  heart  for  the  colrruptions  of 
your  nature,  and  the  internal  plagues  of  your  h^arr,  fuch  as 
uobelief,  enmity,  pride,  ignoraiiCe,  and  carnality ;  it  is  a  (ign 
that  you  are  yet  married  unto  the  law  as  a  hufband  :  and  tho 
reafon  is ;  becaufe,  if  ever  the  law  had  come  1.0(i>e  in  its  ex- 
tent and  fpirituality,  it  would  have  been  **  quick  and  power- 
ful, (harper  than  any  two  edged  fs*'oril,  piercing  to  the  di- 
viding afander  of  foul  and  fpirir,  and  difcovcrcd  the  fecra 
thoughts  and  intents  of  your  hearts,  which  ar^;  onljr  and  con- 
tinually cviL 

2.  1  come  to  tell  you  of  your  mifery  while  married  to  the 
W,  and  not  to  Chi  ill. 

ly?.  You  are  married  to  a  very  rigorous  hufband,  that  de- 
nvauds  nothing  lefs  th^n  a  pcrfcft  and  every  way  complctr^ 

obedience, 
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obedience,  and  that  under  the  pain  of  death ;  like  the  ) 
tian  tafknparters,  the  law,  to  which  you  are  married,  tei 
trick,  but  neither  can  nor  will  afford  anj  ftraw<    M7 
ing  is,  that  it  requires  pcrfefl  working,  but  gives  no 
00  ftrtngth,  V  hereljiy  to  obcj»     Yea, 

2^/^,  You  are  married  to  a  curiing  hufband.  Gal.  ii 
*'  Curfed  is  everyone  that  co.;tiiiueth  not  in  all  things 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them/*  Obfer 
C3£pre0ion,  if  jou  do  not  continue  in  all  things,  th 
curfes  and  condemns  you*  Some  folki  fancy,  it  thej 
well  as  they  can,  they  aniwcr  the  demands  of  it,  and 
the  great  Lawgiver,  will  be  farisfied  with  what  they  dt 
forgive  their  defeds  and  fhort-comings*  Well,  you  m 
on,  and  foftcr  yourfelves  up  in  this  fancy  :  but  in  the 
of  the  Lord  1  warn  you,  **  You  fliidl  lie  down  in  forroi 

^dly^  You  are  married  to  a  weak  hufband,  Rom.  v 
^*  What  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  th 
the  flefli  "  This  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  if  the  lav 
loft  any  of  Its  authority  to  require  obedience,  or  to  con 
the  finner  for  difobedience ;  Not  at  wll,  the  law  is  as  i 
as  ever,  and  as  facred  as  ever.  But  the  law  is  weak  ; 
loft  its  coveuant  power  to  confer  life  upon  the  fmner  th: 
once  broken  it  j  it  is  weak  to  redeem  or  fave  the  finn< 
cannot  juftify  ;  it  cannot  pardon  i  it  cannot  afford  life 
any  fpnngir.g  of  Adam  by  ordinary  generation,  becaufe 
have  finned,  and  conie  ftiort  of  the  j;lory  of  God."  It  is 
through  the  flefh,  /  e.  through  the  corruption  of  our  n 
and  our  inability  to  obey  it ;  for,  if  we  could  yield  p 
obedience  to  the  law,  the  law  would  Le  as  ftrong  as  e\ 
fave  us,  according  to  tlat  word,  "He  that  doth  thefc  1 
ihall  live  in  them,"  but  he  that  doth  them  i^ot  fliall  die 

^thlvy  You  are  married  to  a  dead  hiilhand.  Rem.'' 
fpeaking  of  the  law,  fays  the  apcllle,  **  Tliat  being 
wherein  we  were  held."  What  help  can  a  woman's  huj 
that  is  dead  and  buried  in  the  grave  aftbrd  urto  her  ?  Sh" 
go  and  weep  upon  his  grave,  ar.d  cry  ;  but  he  nO  more 
her  than  the  gravc-ftone.  Juft  fo  is  the  cafe  :  The  1 
which  we  were  married  in  the  firfl  Adam  is  dead,  and  it 
taries  may  work,  and  figh,  and  cry,  and  do  as  they  w 
help  by  the  works  of  the  law  :  It  no  more  regards  al 
they  can  do,  than  a  dead  carcafe  regards  when  you  fpt 
it  ;  for  **  by  the  works  of  tlie  law  no  flcfti  lliall  be  jiilti 
But  ftill  indeed  the  law  is  alive  to  curfe  and  condemn,  a 
juft  now  faid. 

Thus  you   fee  what   a  miferablc  hulband  you   are 
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Tied  to,  while  married  lo  the  law  ;  but  that  you  rray  yet  bet- 
ter know  700  r  nulcry,  there  are  thele  things  1  have  to  tell 
you  from  the  Lord. 

\fi^  While  married  unto  the  law,  you  arc  farther  off  from 
beaven  than  the  grofleft  of  fiDners,  Hence  Chnft  tells  the 
barifeeSt  who  were  touching  the  law  bUmtleb,  but  becaufe 
bey  reiied  upon  the  works  of  the  law  as  tlie  ground  of  their 
]aili6€atioa  and  acgepunce^  Chrtll  tells  ihemp  that  '^  public 
aad  h^Tlots  ihould  enter  incothc  kingdom  of  God  before 
^v£ji*  Are  not  publicans  and  harlots  contitiuiiigfo  io 
^tbc broad  wiv  to  hell?  ^ft/w.  No  doubt  of  tlmti  but  there 
ncre  more  of  the  publicarti  and  harlots  convened  by  Chriil*8 
iniiiiilry,  than  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifecs-  And  bow  came 
ihat  about  ?  VVhy^the  publicaris  and  harlots  were  more  eaiily 
unvinced  that  they  were  in  the  high  way  to  ruin,  and  fp 
Dare  taliiy  tunied  from  the  ev^il  of  tbetr  ways,  than  the  Pha^ 
"ilee,  who  wrapt  himfelf  up  in  the  garment  of  his  own  obe- 
cQce  ai>d  righteoufnefs,  and  fo  under  that  covering  fcreened 
inifetf  a^ainil  all  the  arrows  of  conviflion. 

2d/y^  While  married  unto  the  law,  you  are  under  the  do- 
ftinmn  and  power  of  fin,  Rom,  vi.  14*  *^  Sin  Ihall  not  have 
cifninion  aver  you,  ^r  ja  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
^gr^ce  /'  plainly  importing,  that  while  a  man  is  married  unto 
the  law,  fin  is  in  its  reigning  power,  for  **  the  Arenglh  of 
fin  is  the  law/'  The  law  irritsites  corruption,  but  does  not 
uiarttfy  it ;  it  condemns  a  man  to  lie  under  the  domiiiion  of 
every  luft  and  idoK 

3^/^,  You  are  "  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrap-l, 
ftrangers  from  the  covenants  of  promifc/'  You  have  a  right 
of  Eccefs  indeed,  by  fitting  under  the  drop  of  the  gofpel,  but 
uofeving  intereft  therein;  you  have  no  more  right  of  poilef^ 
Eon  than  the  devih  have* 

4fi{^j  AU  your  ivorrtiip  and  for  vice  is  rcjefted  of  God, 
bccaufe  you  rejcdl  his  beloved  Son,  whom  be  has  given  for  a 
covenant  unto  the  people.  While  a  man  is  upon  n  law  bot- 
tom i^  all  he  doth  is  an  abomination  to  Gksd,  If.  i-  ii — 13. 

Sihljfj  All  the  attributes  of  God  are  armed  againit  you  : 
Hjs  holinefs  hates  you  as  uuclean :  his  jullice  condemns  you^ 
becinfe  all  yout  righteoufcefs  is  as  filthy  rags  \  his  wifdoni 
devifes  an  evil  device  againll  you ;  and  his  power  will  exe- 
cute all  the  threati^ninga  of  the  law  upon  you  :  ''  They  ihall 
be  puniflied  with  everlafting  dell  ruci  ion  from  the  prefence  of 
the  I-ord/» 

Thus  you  fee  what  a  dangerous  condition  you  arc  in,  while 
married  to  the  law. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly ,  I  Aiould  now  fpeak  a  word  to  thefe  ^ha  mxc  mm 
rkd  to  their  lufls^  and  are  cleaving  unto  the  wodd V  trioie 
the  lufts  ef  the  ficlhi,  the  lulls  of  the  ej  e,  and  the  pride  c 
life.  The  prophet  Hofea  fpeaks  of  fomc  who  were  joined  t 
tlieir  idols  ;  they  are  fo  wedded  to  their  finful  proiits  ai 
ple^ures,  fuch  as  the  lufl  of  drurikeiinefs,  the  lufl  of  n^ 
cleannef^j  the  laft  of  covecoufncfs,  that  they  never  yet  wd 
out  to  meet  the  Brfdegroom  in  a  way  of  believing.  WJij 
ftiaU  I  fay  to  all  fucii  profane  iinners^  thet  are  hugging  th<i 
Detilahs  in  their  bofom,  and  giving  them  that  room  thati 
due  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?  I  have  only  a  word  or  two  nA 
to  you.  * 

1/7,  You  are  in  love  and  league  with  that  which  God  haiei- 
for  every  fin  and  hift  in  heart  or  hand,  in  life  or  lip,  h  tlij 
abotninable  thing  which  God  hatea- 

W/^j  You  arc  married  to  that  which  Chrift  eame  to  to 
ilroy  and  condemn,  Chriil's  great  t^rrand  was  to  finifli  imnC 
greffion,  and  make  an  end  of  fin.  "  He  condemned  fin  in  thi 
flelh,"  or  by  the  facrifice  of  his  flelh  or  human  nature.  Cai 
you  expe^l  10  be  favcd  by  Chrift,  while  you  harbour  tha 
condemned  traitor. 

3/^/^,  You  are  married  unto  a  foul-murderer,  that  is  ftab 
bing  you  to  your  very  heart,  and  the  life  of  thy  foul  mutlg 
for  it,  if  you  hold  it  faft,  though  as  dear  as  a  right  hand. 

4^6/^,  You  are  marfied  unto  that  which  the  holy  law  0 
God  condemns.  The  law  pours  out  its  anathemas  againl 
every  fin,  becaufe  fin  is  a  tranfgreflion  of  the  law.  Gal.  iii.  ic 
**  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  whid 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them." 

Sth/y,  If  you  continue  married  to  your  lufts,  you  muft  bei 
with  them  in  hell,  where  your  prcfent  lufts  will  be  found  f 
many  vipers  to  fling  you  Xd  tlie  heart  for  ever.  Your  mea 
will  then  be  turned  in  your  bowels,  and  will  be  as  the  gallo 
afps  within  you.  In  a  word,  fnares,  fire,  and  brimftone,  aa 
a  furious  tempeft  of  wrath  and  vengeance,  Ihall  be  the  portioi 
of  your  cup,  if  you  continue  married  to  your  lufts. 

Perhaps  fome  may  be  faying  in  their  hearts,  "  I  hope  I  an 
married  unto  Chrill,  and  Ihall  be  laved  by  him,  though 
continue  in  my  old  way  of  lying  and  drinking,  cheating  s*"*' 
whoring,  and  over-reaching  my  neighbours  ;  1  hope  God  v.ii 
pardon  thcfe,  and  tlie  like  failings  and  infirmities."  Well 
you  may  fuflLM  yourfelvts  up  in  thefe  vain  hopes ;  but  wba 
fays  Chrift  ?  **  No  man  can  It^rvc  two  mafters,"  hemuftgiv 
up  cilhcr  witli  the  one  or  the  other.  (),  Ihall  the  throne*^ 
iniquity  have  fjllov.ihip  v.ith  Cijd^   T.rA  fiiall  fin,    and  ffl^ 
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2SiA  the  world,  hare  the  throae  of  your  hearts,  and  tlie  obe-# 
dience  of  yout  lives,  and  jet  think  yoti  to  have  fellow Oitp 
with  God  ?  "  What  comm union  hath  light  with  darkrttrfs  ? 
What  concord  hath  Chriit  with  Belial  ?"  And  what  agree- 
ment hath  the  temple  of  God  with  idols?  2  Cor.  vL  14,  i  j* 
And  therefore  I  fay,  if  ever  you  ^o  out  to  meet  the  Bride- 
groom, you  muft  let  thefc  go^  and  fay  with  Ephraim,  What 
have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idoU  i  So  much  for  reproof. 


Ma'TTH.  XXV.  6. — ytnd  at  midnight  there  nvai  a  cry  made,  &- 
bdd  the  Bridegroom  cvmeii,  gaye  out  to  ffuet  him* 
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HE  ^fth  ufe  of  this  do£lrine  I  ihall  endeavour  to  aia-» 
nage  in  an  addrefs  to  two  forts  of  perfons :  Firjl^  To 
all  in  general.  Secondly^  To  believers  in  particular. 
Firjl^  I  fay,  I  would  addrefs  myfelf  to  all  in  general* 
Sirs,  you  have  been  hearing  of  Chrift  in  the  quality  of  a 
Bridegroom,  and  how  he  is  not  only  come  in  the  flefli,  but 
aduaUy  come  in  the  difpeofation  of  the  gofpel,  to  court  K 
bride  for  himfelf  among  the  fons  of  men.  He  who  married 
our  nature  imto  a  perfonal  union  with  himfelf,  when  \t  pail 
by  the  nature  of  angels,  that  he  mi^rht^e  upon  a  level  with 
us,  is  now  a^ually  prefenting  himfelf  to  us  in  this  gofpel,  a^ 
the  Bridegroom  of  fouls,  and  faying,  with  his  hand  ftretched 
out,  "Behold  me,  behold  me;'*  I  will  be  for  you,  if  you 
will  be  for  me,  and  not  for  another :  *'  Btfliold  I  ftand  at  the 
door,  and  knock ;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the 
door  of  his  heart  to  me,  and  confent  to  the  bargain,  1  will 
come  into  him,  and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me  :  I  wilt 
betrothe  thee  unto  me  for  ever." 

Now,  I  fay,  feeing  this  is  the  cafe,  my  call  and  exhorta-^ 
tion  unto  all  is,  to  give  the  ailent  and  confent  of  faith  unto 
the  bargain.  I,  as  a  friend  of  the  Bridegroom,  have  a  com- 
aiiffion  to  court  for  him,  and  to  fay  to  you,  as  Rebekah*^ 
friends  faid  to  her,  upon  a  propofal  of  marria;j;e  with  Ifaac, 
'*  Wilt  thou  go  with  this  man  ?"  the  Man  Is^manuel,  Gob.*' 

Max; 
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Mak  ;  the  Min  of  God's  right  hand  ;  the  Mac  wTiofe  tia^ 

15  the  Branch,  who  builds  the  temple,  and,  bears  all  the  glo- 
ty ;  the  Man  who  bath  all  power  in  heaven,  aod  on  earth ; 
who  b  King  of  liSNds,  and  Lord  of  lords.     O,   wiJl  too 
fi^n  the  contrad  of  the  new  covciiiit  with  the  hiind  of  faidi, 
ami  fay,  '*  I  am  the  Lord's,  my  Mtker   is  and  fliall  be  mf 
Hnfbiindj  whofe  ii^nnc  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  arid  my  Redtetner^' 
the  Holy  One  of  IfraeL"     O,  what  a  happy  day  would  tt  htC 
to  this  slTeoibly^  if  every  individual  foul  would  give  Rebe- 
kkh^s  aofwcr  10  the  propofal,  with  the  fame  affe^ion  aad  re-»; 
fblution,  *  I  will  go  with  the  maiip     I  will  follow  him  whi-  • 
theifoevcr  he  goc^  /his  God  ftiall  be  my  God,  his  Father  M 
be  my  Father,  where  he  dwells  there  will  1  dwell ;  neither , 
death  nor  lifs,  nor  things  prefeiit^  nor  things  to  come,  fliaiil 
ever    feparate  between   him  and   me/     Now,  becjufe  it  is 
Ch riff's  iS-ay  not  to  drag  with  violence,  but  to  draw  his  bride 
to  him  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  and  the  bands  of  love^  there- 
fore 1  fball  ciTay  to  enforce  the  exhortation  with  a  few  mO"  . 
tives  or  argunQent^. 

Mot^  I .  fhftH  be  taken  from  the  glory  a^id  exrellehcy  of  \ 
the  bkiftfd  Bndegroam.  And  here  it  i^  fit  you  remember 
what  was  faid  of  him  in  the  doclrinal  part.  As  to  his  nrtme, 
he  has  u  "name  above  every  name  that  can  be  named.'^  As 
to  his  pedifTrec,  who  can  declare  liis  generation  ?  As  to  his 
perfonal  worth  and  excellency,  his  qualities  ^re  every  way 
incomparable.  'Now,  feein;;  fuch  a  Bridegroom  offers  to  be- 
trothe  you  to  hlmfelf,  O  let  it  be  a  bargain  ;  give  your  con- 
fent  untd  him;  that  the  everhfling  knot  may  be  call  between 
you  and  hiiri. 

Mot.  2.  To  enga£;e  you  to  match  with  the  Bridegroom,  0 
confider  how  fond  he  is  of  the  match,  how  much  his  heart  is 
fet  upon  it.     This  will  appear,  if  you  confider, 

I.  That  he  h  id  it  upon  his  heart  from  all  eternity,  before 
the  world  was  made  :  **  1  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlafting 
love,'*  Jer.  xxxi.3.  Before  we  had  any  being,  fave  in  his 
own  purpofe,  when  he  faw  us  in  our  blood,*  his  time,  even 
then,  was  a  ti'r^e  of  love,  Ezek.  xvi. ;  and  the  accompliih- 
ing  of  that  projecl  of  love  was  the  joy  of  his  heart,  Prov. 
viii.  30.  He  rejoiced  **  i:\  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth, 
and  his  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  nten." 

'2.  He  was  io  fond  of  the  match,  that,  t'nough  he  be  God's 
fellow,  and  thinks  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,"  ye^ 
he  confented  voluntarily  to  become  bis  Father's  bond  ferva^^ 
out  of  love  to  us.  This  is  the  import  of  that  word,  "  Mi»^ 
ear  haft  thou  bored,  Lo,  I  come  ;  I  dcl:-hc  to  do  thy  will,  O 
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jaj  Qod  !  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart."  As  Jacobbecame* 
Laban's  fervant  for  fourteen  yearsi  out  of  love  he  had  to  Rachel; 
fo  did  Chrift  become  his  Father's  fenrant  in  the  great  work  of 
redemption,  out  of  love  he  had  to  the  bride,  that  his  Father 
promif.'d  him,  in  Adam's  family. 

3.  Becaufe  he  was  none  of  our  kindred,  therefore  he  be- 
came  our  Kinfman,  by  manifefting  himfelf  in  the  flefh,  or 
taking  part  of  our  flelh,  Hcb-  ii.  14.  John  i.  14.  "  The 
Word  was  made  flcih ;"  he  became  as  one  of  us,  that  fo  the 
natural  didance  being  removed,  the  marriage  might  be  ac- 
compliihcd. 

4.  Becaufe  the  bride  was  a  bond  (lave  to  law  and  jullicetand 
could  not  be  redeemed  but  with  .\  ranfom  of  infinite  value  ; 
therefore  the  Bridegroom  dies  for  the  bride,  and  redeems  her, 
not  with  filvcrr  and  js^old,  but  with  his  own  precious  blood:  he 
gave  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many. 

5*  Becaufe  (he  was  a  prifoner  unto  Satan,  and  a  lawful  cap« 
tive  unto  her  greateft  enemy,  who  was  ready  to  devour  h^r  \ 
therefore  he  comes  in  the  quality  of  a  viflorious  and  renown- 
ed  conqueror,  and  travels  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength^ 
fpoils  principalities  and  powers,  makes  a  (hew  of  them  open- 
ly, and  **  through  death,  dcftroys  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,**  fetting  the  captives  of  the  mighty  at  liberty,      ) 

6.  Becaufe  the  bride  was  as  black  as  hrll,  by  lying  among 
the  pots  ;  therefore  he  undertakers  to  walh  and  cleanfe  her,  and 
to  put  his  own  beauty  upon  h^r,  whereby  the  (hould  be  as  the 
wings  of  a  dove,  covered  with  yellow  gold. 

7.  Becaufe  the  bride  was  naked,  the  devil  having  run  away 
with  her  beautiful  ornament  of  original  lightcoufnefs;  therefore 
the  Bridegroom  undertakes  to  clothe  her  with  white  raiment, 
fo  its  tlic  iliame  of  her  nakednefs  might  not  appear:  the  Bride- 
groom \s  made  of  Go.l  to  her,  **  rigliteoufnefs  and  fandlifica- 
:ion,"  &c. 

8.  So  fond  is  the  Bridegroom  of  the  match,  that  he  difpatch- 
es  his  heralds  to  m  ike  optn  proclamation  of  his  purpofe  of  mar- 
riage to  her,  and  he  givtG  it  us  miniftors  in  our  commiffior?,  to 
infifl  upon  it,  and  not  to  take  a  refufal  ;  1  Cor.  v.  20.  "  Now 
then  we  are  ambafladors  for  Chrilt,  as  though  God  did  befcech 
you  by  us,  wc  pray  you  in  Chrifl's  Itead  be  yc  reconciled  to 
God,"  by  embracing  his  heioved  Son,  and  confenting  to  him 
as  your  Head,  Hulband,  and  Bridegroom. 

9.  SvO  fond  is  he,  that  he  waits  for  a  good  anfwer  from  the 
bride  \  he  waits,  thai  jie  may  be  gracious,  and  he  exalts  himfelf^ 
thit  he  may  (hew  mercy;  hcltands  at  the  door  and  knocks,  till 
his  head  is  filled  wi:h  dew,  and  his  locks  with  the  drops  of  the 
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ncr  is  convcrred  ;  O  tlun  the  cry  is  given,  Rev.  lit  5 
us  be  glad  wnd  rt^joicc,  and  give  Iinnour  to  him,  for  tl 
rlage  of  trie  L:inib  i^;  cor.i^,  a.^d  his  bride  hath  made 
Yc^dyJ'  The  J3y  of  thit  dny  is  cxpreffed  by  the  jo 
Icmnity  of  a  king's  coriinatlon,  Cant.  iv.  laft,  "  Go 
O  y^  daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  King  Solomo 
the  ^TOwn  *  where  wirh  hi*  mother  crowned  him  in  t 
of  hfs  efpoufah,  and  10  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  1 

NoWj  is  Chrift  fo  fgnd  of  a  match  with  you:,  and  v 
be  cool,  carclcfs,  and  avcrfe  ?  cfpeciilly,  if  you  com 
way  of 

Msi.  3.  The  vafl  difpatifT  and  difproportion  bctwc 
and  him*  Ncvtr  was  thet^  fach  an  inequality  in  marrl 
twecn  ptnics  a^  here ;  and  yet  hi^  love  and  kindnefs  t 
the  bride  makers  him  come  over  all  inequality.  O  let 
and  earth,  angch  and  u^cn^  lliiTtd  amazed  I  He  who 
Lord,  th;?  Creator  of  ail  the  ends  of  the  earth,  offers  to 
with  hh  o%cn  cre^ture^  the  work  of  his  own  hand,  If 
*'  Thy  Mak-r  is  thiue  Hufb.ind."  He  who  is  the  Ancii 
Dats,  th^EviiHLA^ri^G  Father,  offers  to  match  witl 
Jorn  infant  c^ll  out  into  the  open  field.  He  who  is  tl 
noble  Branch  of  heaven  or  e.irth,  offers  to  match  wit^ 
proftitatc,  who  had  pliycd  the  harlot  with  many  lovers 
father  was  an  Amori^s  and  her  mother  a  Hittite.  He 
the  Heir  of  God,  Heir  of  heaven,  the  Heir  of  all  thing; 
to  match  wi'Ji  the  tliildren  of  Satan,  and  heirs  of  hell.  1 
is  the  grcated  beauty  of  heaven   and  earth,  the  brign 
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jbtt.-  At  for  teJDporal  and  worldly  debto  hthm  thour<ind 
i|t^iid  mpof  tM£f ,  if  he  fee  it  for  his  glory,  and  your  good : 
r  checam  jfthiiy  and  the  folncfii  diereof,  and  be  bids  yon  caft 
.  mr  caiai  mpim  hiibt  for  he  careth  for  his  bride ;  he  that 
id  a  fa^m  for  yonr  foulSf  how  will  he  not  with  that  freeif 
R  yoa  aH  things  i  But  as  to  the  debts  you  owe  to  law  acid 
lioe»  whieh  indeed  of  all  are  the  greateft  and  heavteft,  hea* 
er  tbui  fOtt  can  faear»  the  kaft  farthing  oJF  which  you  could 
Bi^er  hoine  paid^-  either  by  an  eternity  of  obedience^  or  an 
craity  of  punUhmenty  that  moment  ? ou  clofe  with  Chrift, 
m  are  deaced  and  difcharged ;  the  bridegroom  (lands  be- 
NCD  7<m  and  all  your  creditors*  Ton  know  the  wife  is  not 
nbUc  at  law  whileclotfacd  with  a  huibandi  he  anfwersfor 
L  Joft  fo  when  you  clofe  with  Chrift  the.>better  Hufband, 
ibo  is  raifed  from  t;h«  dead,  you  become  dfead  to  tlie  law,'' 
loo.  vii«4-  ii  #•  you  have  no  more  concern  with  the  law,  and 
le  debts  yon  owe  io  it  as  a  covenanty  either  for  obedience 
r  puttiihmcnt^  th^n  if  they  had  never  been  ;  infomuch  that, 
ith  joy  and  triumph  you  may  lift  up  your  heads  in  the  pre- 
ncc  of  all  your  creditors  or  accufers,  and  fay,  'Who  tanltj 
ny  thing  to  my  charge  ?  for  it  is  Chrift  that  died  for  my  of- 
:uceS|  and  rofc  again  for  myj  unification  and  acquittance ;  I 
n  under  his  covering^,  I  am  with  him  in  the  bride-chamber^ 
here  law  and  juftice  hare  no  a£iion  againft  me.'  O  then, 
oor  diver,  broken  and  bankrupt  fmner,  go  out  and  match 
ith  the  Bridegroom,  and  that  moment,  **  It  is  God  that  juf* 
Bts  you/'  faying,  **  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blottteth  out  your 
ranfgrcifions." 

2.  O  Sirs,  go  out  and  mett  the  Bridegroom,  and  take  on 
'ith  him,  and  all  your  wants  Hiall  be  fupplied,  be  they  never 
)  great  and  many,  Phil.  iv.  19.  "  My  God  (hall  fupply  all  your 
ecd,  according  to  his  riches  in  gbry,  by  Chrift  Jefus." 
he  Bridegroom,  as  you  have  heard,  has  unCearchable  riches  : 
11  the*  treafures  of  wifdoni  and  knowledge,  of  grace  and  of 
lory,  ;^:e  in  him ;  and  out  of  his  fulnefs  you  (hall  receive  grace 
or  grace;  quickening  grace,  for  he  is  the  Refurre£tion  ami 
he  Life  ;  enlightening  grace,  for  he  is  the  Sun  of  Kightcouf- 
lefs,  the  bright  and  the  morning  Star ;  (hengthening  grace, 
or  he  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  increafeth  ({rength  to 
hem  tiiat  have  no  might.  In  a  word,  he  will  give  grace  and 
^lory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  with-hold  from  the  foul  thai: 
.'^nfcnts  to  marry  him. 

3.  The  Bridegroom  will  heal  all  your  foul  maladies :  for 
'•e  is  well  ikilled  in  phyfic ;  he  is  the  Phyfician  of  value,  and 
tj^ere  is  no  difeafe  fo  obllinate,  but  he  will  cure  it  with  a  word 
'peaking.    Haft  thou  a  hard  heart  ?  he  will  foften  it,  and  turn 
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it  W^^to  3  heart  of  llc-(h      Hail  thou  a  withered  hand,  that  ctff* 
nrr  work  ?  wclL  hf  Or(?tigthens  the  w^ak  and  wiihertd  JiitniJ* 

H  id  ihou  lan.c  feetj  that  cannot  walk  ?  wcH,  he  mskrs  the 
lin  -   ro  "e4p  Jfkc  an  Jian.     Haft  thou  a  blind  eye  ?    m  Wiift- 
thou  bom  blind  ?  Wf*II,  he  hf*s  cye-falvc  to  make  the   blind 
to  fee  clearly-     !n  a  word^  the  fir  ft  monif  nt  the  foul  matchet 
with  Chriftj  hi;  begins  the  cure,  and>  a^intl  the  day  of  con* 
fummation  of  the  marriage,  the  bride  will  be  fully  ready,  the 
gQOii  work  will  be  perfe£fced,  and  th^  bride  will  be  pTcfcntcd  ' 
**  without  ipot  oT  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing.*' 

4.  O  ^oout  and  meet  the  Bridegroom,  and  match  with  himt 
and  hff  will  benr  M  your  burd-n^j  lee  them  be  never  fo  hea- 
vy:  *^  Caft  rhy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  fiiali  ftifliift 
thee."  Chrift  i^  the  n;oit  fynipatliifing  Htifband  that  cvci 
wnBz  If  hf  fee  liis  bride  or  beloyed  fpoufe  opprnCed  in  fpirh  , 
utith  wy  fnrt  pf  trouble,  be  wh^t  it  wiJl,  he  is  juft  ffPutteJ 
if^  alt  her  *ifilf<ftions,  ^m\  ht  wdl  b^  wiih  her  in  the  fire  and 
in  the  WJters^  that  the  fitc  m;iy  not  burn,  nor  the  waters  oTer- 
wht  lit!  her.  See  how  he  (pc-iks  to  his  beloved  fpoufc  in  h^t 
rcrtling^,  Jf.  ISv.  It.  '*  O  thcu  aflbdcd.  tfJiTed  wirh  tempeftj 
and  not  comfort*-dj  behold,  I  will  by  thy  ftones  with  fair  co- 
lours?,  and  thy  foundations  with  f.  pphircs." 

5-  O  match  with  the  Bridegroom,  and  he  will  fubtlue  all 
thy  encttiics,  and  makd  thee  ^  coi^qnttvv^  yea»  moic  ihan  a 
conqueror  over  thtm.  They  that  match  nnd  take  on  with 
Chntl,  muft  indeed  hiy  their  account  to  h.ive  the  armies  of 
hell  upon  their  top  ;  The  eld  frtpint  taiU  out  water  like  a 
flood  jgainft  ifac  woman,  an H  the  remnant  of  her  (tcd^  that 
*'  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and  have  the  ttftimonyot 
Jefus  Chrift-"  But  twi  not  difcouraged,  poor  foul;  ihyBrid^- 
grot^m  hat  already  bruiftd  the  head  gf  tl.e  okl  ft rptnt,  and, 
ere  it  be  long^  will  alfo  make  thee  to  trc^d  batan  und^'r  thy 
fccf»  He  that  Oood  between  thee  and  avtT^ging  juitice,  wil^ 
likcwifc  (land  with  smd  fit  thee,  in  oppoiihon  to  ;ill  eiK- 
micA  whatever.  Let  men  and  devils  curfc  ihe  .ride  *>* 
Chrifti  he  wiH  blef»  her.  Let  her  be  excommunicattr,  or  calt 
out  of  I  he  church  unto  the  devil's  common,  drift  will  wt 
affirm,  but  make  voiil  fuch  fcntences.  In  the  ninib  clup'cr 
of  J  oho  J  we  rt.ad  of  a  poor  man  born  blind,  wh^.tt  eys 
Chrlft  had  opened  upon  the  S:ib]:^ath  day,  by  nsaking  a  litii^ 
oby*  at»d  puEting  it  upon  his  eyes,  1  he  jewifli  iijnh'jdiiti* 
rnci  I  andj  under  a  very  reli^iou^  pretence  ot  zral  for  th^ 
Sabbath  day,  they  convene  the  m-iu  l^efore  ihem,  who  pro- 
fclTcd  ChiiJT,  in  as  far  ^s  he  knew  him  ;  ;ir.d  i hereupon  rhcy 
CJicommunicare  him,  2nd  citt  Smt  out  ot  the  church,  am^ 
held  hini  .:s  a  Heathen  man  aiia  a  I'ubiiLan,     M'^tll,  vyas  thi* 
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S^atence  honxA  ta  heaven  ?  No ;  io  f4r  from  tliat,  that  vrr. 
J5»  «ihcii  Ghiift  heard  they  had  caft  him  out  (or  eicommu" 
aicaicd  himt  as  in  the  margin),  Chrift  feeks  him  out^  and 
JhdiUiiBHtiid  iB|iiifcftt  himfelf  the  more  to  him»  as  you 
Aiy  ftcv  vef»  9f*»38. :  and,  in  the  jptb  verfe,  he  paflcs  a 
KciMvy'^Mm^aiid  fentence  upon  them  that  had  caft  him  out : 
^  For  jodgemeiil'Itaa  come  into  tbii  world,  that  they  who 
fee  not  might  tct^  and  thai  they  who  fee  (or  imagine  that  chey 
are  the  only  men  that  fee  things,  or  know  them  in  a  better 
fight),  might  bt  made  bhod."  Thus  Chrift  will  take  up  and 
ddfcndhis  bride,  taiheconfufion  of  them  that  do  her  hurt. 

6.  O  match  with  the  blefled  Bridegroom,  and  he  will  ma- 
nage all  your  concerns  for  you,  and  that  both  in  heaven  above, 
and  earth  below ;  for  he  has  ^'  all  power  in  heaven  and  in 
earth  ^  Thy  Bridegroom,  believer^  wiH  agent  all  thy  bufi- 
nefs  for  thee  on  earth  •,  for  all  the  wheels  ot  providence,  they 
are  rolled  in  a  fubferviency  unto  his  dcOgn  of  love  towards 
his  beloved  fpoufe  and  bride,  Rom.  viii.  28.  Deut.  sxxiii. 
f*  H^  rides  upon  the  heavens  in  thy  help,  and  in  his  cxcej- 
kncy  on  the  Iky."  And  as  for  thy  concerns  in  the  high 
court  of  heaven,  he  is  thy  Agent  and  Advocate  there;,  1  John 
ii,  f.  2*  *^  If  any  man  fio,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the 
Father,"  &c. 

7.  O  match  with  Chrift  the  Bridegroom,  for  he  provides 
his  bride  in  a  large  joiniure.  Although  Ihe  contra^s  no- 
thing with  him  but  debt,  and  want,  and  poverty  ;  yet  he«  in 
a  way  of  free  grace  and  love,  contrafts  all  things  with  her. 
Sec  the  tenure  of  the  contraA,  1  Cor.  iii.  21.  '*  All  things 
are  yours,  wtiethcr  Paul,  or  ApoUos,  or  Cephas,  or  the 
world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come; 
all  are  yours,  for  ye  arc  Chrift's,  and  Chrift  is  God's.**  Oh  ! 
how  well  is  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift  provided,  by  viitue  of  the 
con. raft  of  the  new  covenant  ?  He  provides  hishride  of  a 
crown,  and  **  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away."  He 
provider  htx  oi  •*  u  kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved,  an  inhe- 
ritance inccnuprible,  undetited,  and  that  fadeth  not  away." 
He  provides  htr  of  **  a  city  that  hath  foundations,  whofe 
bu'ldtr  ind  m,:kcr  is  God  ;*'  and  a  jointure  houle  •*  not  made 
with  hands,  ctcrinal  in  the  hcavfns."  In  a  word,  he  contradls, 
that  his  own  d^d  and  Father  ihail  be  her  God  and  Father  for 
ever.  What  more  can  the  moft  enlarged  heart  dt^.fue  ?  .More 
**  t'ye  hath  not  fc^n,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered 
im-  tht:  heart  of  man  to  conceive." 

Mot.  5.  To  win  your  hearts  to  the  blcflld  Uiidegroom, 
GorifKicr  I  he  excellency  of  the  contra^  he  makes  with  hit 
bride.    1  told  you  in  the  entry,  the  contrail  is  the  corekiant 
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of  ^race  and  pTomifc^  tratifadted  in  eternity  betwcrn  tfa 
Brt<^(?gfooni  and  his  eternal  Farher,  en  the  behalf  of  tli«' 
whom  thr  Father  gave  him,  Pfah  Ixxxix.  3*  **  1  have  madc^ 
covenant  with  my  chofcn.'*  And,  in  a  day  of  powcf^  wh 
the  bride  gives  her  confent,  that  fame  covenant  is  made  an 
eftablithed  with  htr»  IfJv.  3.  **  I  will  make  with  them  mA 
evcriaHing  covenant,  even  the  furc  mercies  of  David."  1 
fhall  name  ^  few  propertiesj  and  you  have  them  all  in  abundji 
together,  Hof  ii.  19*  20-  '*  And  1  will  bctrothe  thee  unto  me 
for  ever;  yta,  I  will  betiothe  thee  unto  me  in  ngbtCDufne&j 
and  in  judgement,  ;jfld  in  lorlng  kindnefs,  and  id  mercy,  j 
will  evt^n  betrorhc  thee  unto  me  in  faithful nefs,  aod  thou  ihiJl 
]cnow  the  Lord*"  i 

1.  It  is  an  everbiling  contraft;  for  thus  faith  the  Brldfi*< 
groom,  "  t  wiU  betruthc  ihee  unto  mc  for  ever/'  As  xm 
contrjft  bears  dr^tc  from  the  ancient  years  of  eternity^  fo  it! 
runs  forward  to  ?.n  eternity  to  comc|  and*  Oh  I  vvho  aUi 
form  a  right  thought  of  never  endinj^  eternity  ?  Oh  !  it  isii 
great,  but  coruforiabk  word  to  the  bride  of  Chrill,  **  I  *ill 
bctrothc  thee  unto  me  for  ever.  I  will  make  an  cverlafticg 
covenant  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them  to 
do  them  good."  Death  breaks  all  contra<fls  between  man 
and  wife,  and  nullifitrs  the  relation  j  but  **  neither  death  nof 
life,  nor  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,"  ilull  feparate  be- 
tween Chrill  and  his  fpoufe. 

2.  It  is  a  jufl  and  righteous  contrnft  ;  for  it  ilands  bottom- 
ed upon  the  everlaiUng  rightcoufnefs  brought  in  by  the  Bride- 
groom, *•  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  vivrhtcoalnefs."  The 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  the  condition  of  the  contradl  of  the 
new  covenant.  By  his  obedience  unto  death,  he  confirmed 
the  covenant  unto  many  ;  and  he  gifts  this  righteoufnefs  unto 
his  bride  as  her  wedding  garment,  and  puis  it  on  her  with  his 
own  hand  :  Hence  ilie  fings,  If.  Ixi.  10.  ''  I  will  greatly  re- 
joice in  the  Lord,  my  foul  iliall  be  joyful  in  my  God  :  for  he 
hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  falvation,  he  hath  co- 
vered me  with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom 
dccketh  himfelf  with  ornamento,  and  as  a  bride  adorneth  her* 
iclf  with  her  jewels." 

3.  It  is  II  wife  and  well  ordered  contract ;  for,  fays  i^^ 
Ikidegroom,  **  1  will  bctrothc  thee  unto  me  in  judgement," 
j.  e,  with  great  wifdom  and  underllanding.  This  chariot  of 
the  wood  of  Lebanon,  viz.  the  covcnar.t  of  grace,  was  made 
by  a  greater  than  Solomon,  in  whcm  •*  are  hid  all  the  trea- 
fures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge."  It  was.  the  refult  of  ih^ 
council  of  peace,  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  from  a^ 
eternity,  and   therefore  cannot   but   be  well  ordered  in  a| 

things.' 
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ip|^**  it  16  the  wifdom  of  G«d  is  %  mjtaj^  area  bii  liA^ 
lb  iriiiomi  which  oonc  of  tb£  pmcci  «f  tbc  »mU  fcacv^ 
p^llier  ecimr^s  her«-cen  mm  aa^  «iCe»  iheirMe  fcwif 
mtt  very  intrrcBie  and  peiplr^iof  djafei,  «Mifc  •tfofiog 
to'<rtttCfi  aod  vexations  i  hot  ao  imlk  itipg  hd)^  ^**f  ffciify 
IU6jiI'« 

[4.  It  is  t  mod  lotjog  coatT^;  (of«  Crfi  tfe  Bfi4cgrPMi» 
^1  vrill h^trothc  thee  tmto  me  in  loviflf ^Imdiselkr'^  Iw iMre 
k>C  Chrift  did  bear  to  hii  bni€  imm  «tl  dtfoitr  m  ite 
iitrcc  and  origbal  of  the  wllofe  of  tbc  iiitficftu  1m  d^ 
S0C  of  the  wood  of  Lrbaaon  it  juQ  |Mved  «ritlt  iovc  for 
lie  daughters  of  Jfrrufalcm*  l^ovc  il>alcc«  him  m  cJioofc 
p  far  his  hridc  from  cterniiy  i  ^  \  bart  bred  tlitc  wrth 
I  eTerb fling  lore/'      Lote  ftiide  htm  \mj  do^a  ktj  life 

ran  Tom  for  hjs  bride ;  "  He  lorcd  me»  tod  gave  bim* 
llf  for  mcp*^  Love  mad^  him  t^r^v  her  within  the  bo«tiU  of 
bt  cof  tnantt  whereof  he  ii  the  Uead  \  and  love  made  %\i 
be  promifcs  of  the  contrail  \  aod  love  obliges  h\m  ta  fulfil 
icm, 

;.  It  ts  a  gratuitous  and  free  coTTtrtfl  that  be  maLcf  with 
tr  \  for,  fays  the  BridcgToom*  *'  1  wiil  bctroihe  tl»ee  umo 
DC  in  mercies  ^  and  it  ii  obfcrvablc,  that  is  in  the  plitral  oti^m* 
«r,  bccaofc  that  there  arc  a  multitude  of  tender  mercies  vith 
be  Bridegroom  towards  his  bride.  She  ifras  in  mifery  when 
e  looked  upon  her,  wallowing  in  her  bloody  without  any  eye 
0  pity,  or  hand  to  help  ;  but  his  tender  mercies  made  him  to 
pread  his  ikirt  over  her,  and  to  fay  unto  her.  Live ;  and  thus 
lis  "  mercy  is  from  everlafting  to  everlafting  upon  them  that 
car  him.'*  His  tender  bowels  yearn  towards  his  beloved 
poufe,  when  he  fees  her  in  any  diflrefs  and  trouble ;  for, 
*  in  all  her  affliftions  he  is  afflicted ;"  and  although  her  af- 
Hftions  be  many,  yet  at  length  he  relieves  her  out  of  them  all. 

6.  It  is  a  faithful  and  true  contraft  ;  for  he  fays,  vcr.  20. 
y  will  betrothe  you  unto  me  in  faithfulnefs."  The  very  name 
«ihc  Bridegroom  is  faithful  and  true,  Rev.  xix.  11.  He  is 
he  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs.  He  is  not  man,  that 
ic  fliould  lie,  nor  the  fon  of  man,  that  he  fhouM  repent ;  and 
hereforc  the  contra£l  of  the  covenant  is  more  furc  than  hea- 
ven and  earth :  his  **  covenant  he  will  not  bre;i*ic,  nor  alter 
l^c  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  his  lips,  If.  liv.  10.  "  The  moun* 
3ins  (hall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed  ;  but  my  kindnefs 
hall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  ihall  the  covenant  of  my 
^acc  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on  thee." 

7.  It  is  an  additional  claufe  of  the  contrad,  Hof.  ii.  20  > 
*(And  thou  flialt  know  the  Lord.)  I  will  give  them  an  heart 
^  know  me,  that  1  ain  the  Lord."     The  Bridegrooov  ir.ani-^ 
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fefts  himfelf  ta  the  brrde  in  anolher  manner  than  he  ^atli  U 
the  rell  of  the  world,  \L  xxxWu  17,  ^*  lliine  rjcs  fliail  fd 
the  K^ing  in  liis  beauty/*  Hof.  vIp  5,  *'  Tlten  fhaU  we  knov^ 
if  we  follow  on  to  know  tl:^e  Lord/'  This  is  the  leadiTii 
bkfling  in  the  contra^  of  the  covenaiif,  and  thereFoie  caL«| 
Itfe  eternal,  Jolui  xviL  3.  **  And  this  is  Ufc  eternal,  thatthej 
might  know  ibee  the  only  true  God,  and  jtfus  Chrifl  whoai 
thou  hafl  fr-nr,"  To  fee  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  to  be  ivtt^ 
him,  15  juft  the  culminating  or  confunimating  point  of  tb( 
happinefs  of  tie  faints  in  heaven,  J  1.1m  .^vii,  24.  B*it  tli4 
which  fecms  efpecially  to  be  irD|KJrted  in  the  exprcffioi^ 
"Thoa  fiialt  knot%'  the  Lord/'  is,  Tb:^c  the  bride  fhall  be  jdJ 
mitted  into  the  moit  intimate  fellowlhip  and  communion  witi 
the  Jiridegroom.  As,  upon  tb^.  tonfummation  of  the  mafa 
riage,  the  bride  and  the  bridirgroam  know  one  another,  in  i 
way  of  conjugT^l  onion  and  communion  ;  fo  the  bride  of  Chrift 
(hall  ciijoy  the  fwceteil  communion  with  the  Lord,  fo  as  to 
be  in  cafe  to  fay,  with  the  fpouff,  *'  His  left  hand  fliall  be 
under  my  head,  a».d  his  right  hand  (hall  cHibrace  me;  and 
us  a  bundle  of  myrrh  is  my  well- beloved  unto  me,  he  (hall 
lie  all  night  betwixt  my  breafts."  Thus  you  fee  what  an  ex- 
cellent contrail  it  is  that  Chrift  makes  with  the  bride.  Now, 
this  contraft  we  bring  unto  you  in  a  preached  gofpel,  requi- 
ring you  in  God's  great  name  to  take  hold  of  it,  and  fub- 
fcribe  it  by  the  hand  of  faith,  according  to  that  prophecy  anc 
promife,  If.  xliv.  5.  "One  fliall  fay,  I  am  the  Lord's,  an( 
another  fiiall  call  himfclf  by  the  name  of  Jacob,  and  anothei 
fliall  fubfcribc  with  his  hand  to  the  Lord,  and  firname  him 
felf  by  tlic  name  of  Ifrael." 

Mot,  6.  To  engage  you  to  go  forth  and  meet  and  matd 
with  tlie  Bridegroom,  in  a  way  of  believing,  confider,  thai 
by  the  command  of  the  Bridegroom,  procla  nation  is  made  c 
the  purpofc  of  naarriage  with  the  bride,  and  no  lawful  ob 
je^ion  or  impediment  is  or  can  be  made  againll  the  defigr 
O,  Sirs,  we  who  are  the  friends  and  heralds  of  the  liridegroon 
by  commillioii  from  the  Bridegroom  and  his  eternal  Fathei 
have  proclaimed,  and  continue  to  proclaim,  from  the  teps  c 
tlie  high  places,  in  the  chief  places  of  concourfe,  **  Whoevc 
will,  let  Ijim  come,  and  be  the  bride,  the  Limb's  wife.  Unt 
you,  O  men  (fays  he),,  1  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the'for 
of  men."  And  what  is  his  voice  ?  See  It,  If.  Iv.  i — 3.  **  H 
every  one  thr.t  tliirflcth,  come,  &.c.  l^iicline  your  ear,  an 
come  unto  me  ;  liear,  and  your  foul  Ihall  live,  and  I  wi 
mak?  with  ycu  r»n  cvcrlafling  ccv-cnr.nt."  Now,  fliall  pre 
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uiunatioa  of  marriage  be  made,  and  yet  (hall  tlie  bride  draw 
tMick,  and  make  the  proclaiaatioa  of  none  eSeft. 

Mot.  7.  Gonftder,  that  if  jroa  be  pleafed  with  the  match; 
all  parties  are  pleafed. 

2.  The  Fitter  of  the  Bridegroom  is  pleafed.  The  firft 
motion  of  th6  bargain  was  made  hy  him ;  he' firft  propofed  the 
match  for  his  beloved  Sort,  in  the  council  of  peace,  f^ying^ 
'  O  my  Son,  wilt  thoa  match  with  yon  company  of  Adam'a 
fiuntly,  and  buy  them;  off  from  the  hand  of  jdftice,  and  be- 
trothe  them  unto  thee  fot  ever  ?  Mine  they  are,  and  I  give 
them  unto  thee.'  And  as  the  Father  propofed  the  match,  fo 
he  prefents  his  beloved  Son  unto  the  bride,  faying,  **  This  is 
my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  v^ell  pleafed ;  hear  ye  him. 
Behold  my  Servant  whom  I  liphold,  niine  Eleft  in  whom  my 
foul  delighteth."  For  what  end  doth  the  Father  thus  com* 
mend  him  unto  you,  if  he  be  not  pleslfed  ^ith  the  match  > 
Tea,  he. commands  and  requires  you  to  take  him  by  the 
hand,  X  John  iii.  23.  **  This  is  his  commandment,  that  we 
ihould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Soii  Jefus  Chrift,''  &c. 

2.  As  the  Father  of  the  Bridegroom  is  pleafed;  fo  is  the 
Bridegroom  himfelf,  yea,  as  you  heard  in  ten  or  twelve  par* 
ticulars,  be  is  exceedingly  fond  of  it.  His  delights  were  and 
are  with  the  fons  of  men ;  he  rejoices  over  the  foul  that  cornea 
to  him,  **  as  the  bridegroom  rcjoiceth  over  the  bride.'* 

3.  The  friends  of  the  Bridegroom,  all  faithful  minifters^ 
ate  pleafed,  yea,  they  travail  as  in  birth,  till  they  gain  your 
confent  to  take  your  Maker  foi  your  Hufband  ;  and  that  day 
your  confent  is  gained,  they  rejoice,  and  forget  their  forrow, 
like  a  travailing  woman  when  a  man-child  is  born  into  the 
world. 

4*  Fellow  virgins,  all  true  believers,  are  well  pleafed  and 
jrejoice  when  a  poor  foul  giv^s  heart  and  hand  to  the  Bride- 
groom, Pfal.  xlv.  14.  ij.  **  The  virgins  her  Companions 
that  follow  her  (hall  be  brought  Unto  thee :  with  gladnefs 
and  rejoicing  ihall  they  be  brought."  Thus,  I  fay,  all  par- 
ties are  pleafed.  O,  then^  let  it  be  a  bargain,  and  go  forth 
and  meet  the  Bridegroom. 

Mot.  8.  As  all  parties  on  the  fide  of  the  Bridegroom  are 
pleafed,  fo  all  things  are  ready,  and  therefore  come  to  the 
marriage.  The  Bridegroom  is  ready,  as  the  words  of  the 
text  declare.  Behold  the  Bridegroom  cometb,  go  ye  out  to  meet 
him ;  yea,  he  (lands  at  the  door,  and  knocks.  The  Holy 
Ghoft,  the  Comforter,  is  ready  to  caft  the  everlafiing  kno^ 
tying,  "  To  day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  youf 
hearts."     He  is  ready  to  give  the  bride  "  the  oil  of  joy  for 
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moamlngp  an4  the  garment  of  prailis  for  a  tic&Ty  ff 

The  coutraft  of  the  c*jveofliH  U  readjr^  bemg  figiied  t 
Father,  faji^^g.  If.  xjii,  6.  **  I  will  giv«  thcf*  for  a  cov 
unto  the  people  ^^  snd  the  Bridegroom  has  ilgaed  ic  wi 
own  bloody  Daiu  ix.  Ht^bi  ii^  The  marriage  hoiife  is 
and  ready  for  the  rccepiion  of  the  bride^  Prov,  ix*  at  d 
gmniiigp  "  WirdoiD  heth  builded  her  houic,  ihe  hath 
oiH  her  feven  pillars,"  The  marriage  fuppcr  n  ready^ 
oxen  artd  my  fatUrig^  are  killed,  MattK  %xxu  i  aiid  Fro 
2.  '^  Wifdocn  hath  ktlkd  her  beaAs,  {be  liath  mingk 
wine^  ibe  hath  alfo  famiflied  her  tabki"  &,c.  In  a  woi 
the  ftfigeh  and  iaint^  in  heavai^  aU  mi&iA«r$  ^nd  Chri 
upoa  earthy  are  ready  to  clap  their  handi^  and  to  tune 
barpsi  aod  there  will  be  py  both  in  heavta  and  in  ear 
your  going  forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroorcr, 

Mot.  9.  Go  f<oftb»  and  meet  the  Bridegroom  man 
b^ltevifig;  for  fnd,  fadt  v^iU  be  th«  eveiit^  if  you  do  nc 
tf  r  all  that  has  been  imd*  Why^  fey  you,  What  will  I 
event  ?  or  what  will  follow  ? 

I.  You  will  fadtlen  the  heart  of  the  Bridegroom,  v 
the  joy  of  heaven  and  earth.  How  fad  a  heart  got  he 
the  Jews,  when  he  grieved  for  the  hardnefs  of  their  V 
and  when  1>€  wept  over  them  ?  And  vnW  you  follow 
footfteps,  and  grieve  the  heart  of  your  God  alfo  ? 

vS.  If  you  go  not  forth  to  meet  him,  he  will  depart 
you,  and  give  ymi  up,  Gen%  vi.  3.  "  My  Spirit  (fay 
Iball  not  always  Rrive  with  *\an.''  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  11. 
people  would  not  heaij^en  unto  my  voice  j  Ifrael  woold 
of  me,  fo  I  gave  them  up,"  &cc.  Many  a  fad  wo  will 
you  upon  his  departure,  Hof.  ix.  12.  "  Yea,  wo  alfo  to 
when  1  depart  from  them." 

3.  He  will  go  to  his  Father  that  fcnt  him,  and  e 
complaint  againft  you,  faying,  *  O  Father,  according  t 
command,  I  went  aad  propofed  myfelf  as  a  Bridegro 
fuch  a  people  or  perfon,  but  they  refufed  the  match, 
cad  the  bargain."  And  O  how  will  God  the  Father 
tlie  indignity?  John  iii.  18.  36.  "  He  that  belicveth  i 
condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on 
There  remains  no  facrifice  for  fuch  a  fin  :"  For,  in  fo  1 
you  irample  tl»e  blood  of  the  Bridegroom  under  youi 
Hcb.  X.  26.  29. 

4.  Heaven  and  earth,  and  the  whole  creation,  will  be 
niflied,  and  horribly  afraid  at  you,  in  preferring  other 
unto  him,  who  is  altogether  lovely,  Jer.  ii.  12.  13. 

5.  Sin,  Satan,  and  the  world,  will  pick  you  up,  an 
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^n  ^ptive^  and  God  will  faj,  Thej  fiXt  join^  to  thrir 
fdob,  lee  them  alone,  H<rf'.  iv«  17.  facing  they  conrintke  }ft 
coveoaDt  with  death,  iandnt  agr^ment  with  hell.  If.  xxviii. 
15.  Let  them  go,  and  fee  what  the  ted  tMill  l)e:'^  I  hare 
piii|^  thee,  and  thon  waft  not  purged^  imdXthcTefore  thoti 
flialt  not  be  purged  tttm  thj  fikhitteTs  txxf  more,''  Ezek. 
rriv,  13. 

6.  Remember,  derpHed  loire  iflues  out  in  flames  of  wi^th 
aad  resentment,  Prov.  i.  24.  ^'Becaufe  I  have  called,  ^nd 
jt  rcffufed,  I  have  ftretehed  out  my  haod^  and  no  man  re- 
garded ;*•  ver,  26.  "  I  alfo  will  hugh  at  your  calamity, 
and  mock  when  jour  fear  cometh." 

Sirs,  I  am  afraid,  that  fome,  if  not  many  of  you  in  this 
place,  are  more  taken  up  in  drinking^  caballing,  and  peu- 
thering  about  your  enfubg  elections,  thsm  you  are  about 
Ihis  important  affair  of  having  your  own  (bqls,  and  the 
fools  of  others,  matched  unto  the  Son  of  Gqd.  Your  heads 
and  hearts  are  fo  filled  with  thefe  ^oful  and  trifling  mat* 
ters^  that  the  Bridegroom  cannot  get  a  bearing  Vea,  yoa 
are  **  like  the  deaf  adder  that  fioppcth  lior  ^r,  which  will 
not  hearken  to  the  voice  of  charmers,''  Pfal.lviii.  4.  5.  But, 
dear  friends,  allow  me  to  reafon  the  matter  with  you,  in  the 
name  of  God,  lf«  Iv.  2.  **  Wherefore  do  you  fpend  you^  oio- 
fiey  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labour  for  thaC' 
which  profitech  nothing?''  What  wil)  the  gsun  of  the  ale^kioo^ 
or  the  gain  of  the  whok  world  avail,  if  you  lofo  your  own 
fbuky  l^  not  going  forth  from  thefe  things  to  meet  Che  Bride- 
groom ?  For  the  Iford's  fake,  remember,  that  if  you  do  not 
go  forth,  and  meet  bin^  and  match  with  him  by  faidi  now, 
you  (ball  meet  with  him  and  fee  him  0sortly  upon  the  back 
of  death,  and  at  the  laft  judgement.  Rev.  i.  7.  ^  Behold  be 
co^ieth  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  (ball  fee  him,"  and  you  alfo 
that  pierced  his  heart  by  tmbeiief,  and  then  you  will  wail  bocaufe 
of  htmi  O  how  will  you  look  him  in  the  face,  whofe  offers 
of  love  you  dcfpifed?  What  will  you  do?  nfid  what  blufhing 
and  confuiion  of  fsica  will  fly  up  unto  your  breaft  and  tc^unte- 
ntaoe,  when  you  Ihdl  fee  your  defpifed  lover  fitting  ^pon  his 
white  throne,  with  all  his  holy  angels,  «  ten  thouftnd  times 
tsn  thoufand,  and  thoufands  of  thoufanda,  ntiniftring  tmto 
litm?^*  Oh,  ••  to  wham  will  ye  then  fly  for  help,  and  where 
wBl  ye  leave  your  glory  ?"  If.  x.  3.  How  will  you  choofe 
wither,  if  poffible,  to  be  buried  undpr  rocks  and  mountains, 
4tn  appear  before  the  face  of  him  (Rev,  vi.  t.6.),  who  once  ia 
iday  Courted  yonijaffeftions  andconfeot  to  be  his  bride,  but 
v»  maletreated,  rejefted,  and  defpifed  by  you  ?  You  faid  by 
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^ar  prafiice*  we  wtti  not  go  with  thia  man»  Geo.  xxfui^  58. 
^  wUl  not  have  him  to  rule  over  U9»  Loke  xix.  14.  *<  Let 
Qod  depart  from  us,  for  we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  hi^ 
^HRlya ;  what  is  t)^  iUmighty  that  we  ihould  ferve  biiiH''  Job 
xxi.  14.  TherefK^  the  dreadful  ai^  awful  fcntencc  (ball  go 
forth  againft  ypur  Mafth.  xxy*  4t.  ^*  Pepart  from  me,  je  cufr 
iedy  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  hisangdt." 
^md  (hereupon  you  (hall  be  hurried  by  legions  of  devils  into 
iBverlafting  torments.  Q  cooGder  thefp  things  ii^  ttme,^  yc 
Uiat  forget  Crod,  and  make  li|;ht  of  t|ie  offers  of  the  Bride- 

£K>m'$  love,  left  he  tear  you  m  pieces,  when  there  is  none  to 
liver.  '  ,   ' 

zdiy^  But  I  do  not  love  to  conclude  with  the  thunders  and 
lightnings  of  Mount  Sinai,  but  choofe  rather  to  turn  again 
to  Mount  Zibh,  and  to  cry  again,  and  again.  Beheld  the 
Bridegroom  comeib^  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.  Go  forth,  O  yc 
daughters  of  Zion,  and'  behold  thevbeautyand  excelleticy  of 
the  true  Kinj:  Solomon,  Cant.  iii.  1 1.  '^^  U  that  this  may  be 
the  daybf  nis  efpouials,  and  the  day  of  the  gladhds  of  his 
I^eart."  Behold  how  glorious  he  is  in  his  apparel,  and  how  he 
eomes  travelling  from  £doin,  and  from  Bozrah,  in  the  great- 
nefi  of  his  ftrength,  in  order  to  meet  you,  and  will  not  you  go 
forth  and  meet  him.  The  Bridegroom  began  his  journey  to- 
wards yon,  fron*  the  early  ages  of  eternity,  Mic.  v.  2.  For 
liis  goings  forth  were  of  old,  froni  everlafting.  He  left  the 
glory  he  had  with  his  Father  before  the  world  was,  and  tni- 
"veUed  up  and  di^wri  this  world  for  his  fpoufe,  for  about  the 
ijpace  of  thirty-three  years,  in  poverty,  reproach)  and  perfe* 
cntion ;  he  travelled  through  feas  of  wrath,  and  the  Jordan 
of  death,  and  then  back  again  to  heaven,  in  order  to  bring 
about  the  match;  and,  fmce  his  afcenfion,  he  has  been  tra- 
velling ill  the  chariot  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  firft  among  the 
Jews,  and  thl^u  among  the  Gentile  nations ;  and  he  is  com^ 
even  unto  thele  ifles  of  the  fea^,  and  utmoft  parts  of  the  earth ; 
he  has  been  Iqng  ftretching  out  the  arms  of  rede^ing  lore 
unto  Scotland,  and  untQ  the  inhabitants  of  Stifling,  crying. 
Behold  mfi^  Sehoid  m^  •  How  gladly  would  I  gather  you,  unto 
9ie  as  the  **  ^en  g^ithereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings !" 
Matth.  xxiii.  37.  flow  would  rny  foul  rejoice  pver  you,  as  the 
bridegroom  rtjoiceth  c^cr  t)ie  bride,  if  you  yrould  but  entertain 
and  embrace  me  as  your  Bridegroom  ?  I  who  am  your  Maker 
will  be  your  ^uiband,  and  betrotlie  you  unto  me  for  ever* 
Well  then,  SirS|  take  on  with  the  beft  of  Hufbands,  and  fay 
with  thy  whole  heart  and  foul.  Thine  are  we,  O  David,  and  Qt^ 
thy  fide  will  we  l>e,  thou  Son  of  Jcfle,  1  Chron..xii.  18.  O, 
let  it  be  an  everlafting  bargain^  that  Qiail  never  be  diflblved*    . 
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Obi  miy  fo^e  poor  foul  faj*  gladly  wouM  I  go  forth  ifi4 
necf  the  Bridegroom,  and  prefent  mffdf  sis  the  bride,  the 
!«aiiib's  ^ife ;  but  whtn  I  begin  to  think  of  i;,  tlicre  are  a 
houfdnd  obltaclcs  ca^  in  mf  way,  which  I  know  hoc  bow  to 
tmuounc. 

Well,  let  ui  hear  what  either  the  deTiJ,  the  woiJd  or  m 
sril  he^rt  of  unbelief,  haa  to  fay  v  for  there  U  noobjedioa 
bey  can*ofrer,  that  U  of  any  relevance;  the  bleC?d  Bridegroom 
kas  removed  all  impediments  oo  the  fide  of  Uw  4tid  j(i^kc« 
If  his  obedience  unto  death  ;  and  he  {lands  ready  to  anfwcr, 
Ktid  we  in  his  n^me  and  authoricjr  are  readf  to  anfwcr^  what«- 
:veT  may  come  from  any  other  airih, 

OhjiB^  I.  Oh  1  may  fome  poor  dej eel cd  foul  f4yi  *  The  dif* 
ance  between  the  Bndcgroom  and  mtr  h  fo  great  and  lofintie^ 
&tt  I  can  never  think  it  will  be  a  bargain  ;  he  U  God's  BrCl- 
lorn^  higher  than  the  klng^  cf  the  earth;  will  he  ever  match 
pith  me,  a  poor  defpicable  worm,  who  am  bu;  nothing,  jrca^ 
efs  than  nothing  and  ranity,* 

Anf%v~  It  is  true,  the  didance  between  hmi  n«id  yoQ  is  great 
IS  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  God  co-equal  with  ihc  Father ;  and 
f  he  had  not  removed  this  bar,  by  tikm^  the  huuiin  n.uure 
ftto  a  perfonai  union  with  himfcif,  there  could  never  liavc 
>een  any  ftich  thtn^  as  a  rpiri^ujl  m:irTp:x^i^  lifin-rf  ^  Kim  :ii5.l 
inj  of  Adam's  race :  <^  But  though  he  be  iji  the  form  of  God, 
ind  thinks  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,"  yet  he  has 
lecome  our  equal  alfo  by  the  a0umption  of  the  human  nature ; 
hat  foy  being  upon  a  level  with  us,  he  might  betrothe  us  to  him* 
elf  for  ever.  Since  he  has  come  orer  the  mountain  of  infinite 
liftance,  both  natural  and  moral,  let  not  the  didance  of  par<p 
:ies  be  any  impediment  on  your  fide  \  but  confider  the  greater 
he  inequality  of  the  match  be,  the  more  are  the  riches^  free« 
lom,  and  fovereignty,  of  the  grace  of  God  exalted,  and  this  is 
the  great  plot  of  heaven,  If.  Ivii.  15.  ^<  Thus  faith  the  high 
md  lofty  One  that  inh^biteth  eternity,  whofe  name  is  Holy,  I 
iwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place"—  To  which  no  man  can  ap- 
proach, I  Tim.  vi.  16.  **  With  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite 
»nd  humble  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  h^imble,  and  to 
revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.**  God  would  have  us^  and 
all  the  world,  to  know  that  his  ways  are  not  our  ways,  nor 
his  thoughts  our  thoughts  *,  but  ^s  tiie  heavens  are  higher  than 
the  earth,  fo  are  his  ways  higher  than  our  ways,  and  his 
thoughts  than  our  thoughts.  It  is  God*s  way  to  pafs  by  the 
great,  the  rich,  and  the  wife  and  noble,  and  to  pitch  upon  the 
weak,  the  poor  and  contemptible  things  of  the  world,  <«  that 
no  flcQi  may  glory  in  his  prefence.** 

Ohj((l,  %.  May  another  fay,  *  I  am  a  poor  deformed  crca- 

^  ture. 


Vhje6}.  3.  bur  Oh  !  *  My  tranfgrelTionsarc  moltipHcd 
merabic  evils  comp'Ts  me  about,  and  my  fins  ha/c  beci 
ly  ap;grav«*ted  agairift  i'ght,  againft  love,  againfl  cc 
vows  and  engagements  :  1  gave  my  confent  unto  Chrif 
have  fitddca  bac)C|  and  thefefojre  Cbrift  will  never  loo 
tttt* 

■  '  Afifw.  Be  tt  fo:as  ycm  fay  j  jrct,  if  jrou  wiU  rettmi,  1 
receive  yoti  graciouflyi  Jcr*  iii.  t.  Thopgh  •*  tho«  haft 
the  harlot  with  many  lovers,  yet  leiuta  again  to  mc  ;** 
J,  18.  "Cdmenow,  and  \ci  usreafon  togcihcrj f-i'tth  the 
though  yo^r  fins  be  ah  fcarlet,  ihey  fliali  be  as  white  as 
though  they  be  red  like  criinion,  they  ihal!  be  as  wool/ 
member  the  example  of  Manafllh,  M^ry  Magdalene,  Pa 
many  others  \  the  fame  mercy  and  grnce  that  faved  tV 
Its  able  to  r^ve  you;  his  '^  haad  ia  not  Uiortcned  that  he 
fave,"  &c. 

Oi^eif»  4-  '  I  am  lying  in  a  dunghill  of  fm  afld  mifc 
Bridej^room  wi!l  ncrer  look  cpon  me* 

j^ttjktx.  He  raifeih  the  poor  out  of  the  duO,  and  Iiftc 
needy  out  of  the  dunghill,  and  ftts  therti  with  prince 
what  a  dungfYill  the  poor  Ifraditifli  infant  was  lying  in 
the  Lord  pafltd  by,  and  faid  unto  it,  Live^  E2;k.  xvL  "  1 
ye  have  Hen  ^mong  the  pots,  yet  vi'iH  1  make  thee  as  the 
of  a  dovti  covered  with  fdvcrj  and  her  feathers  with 
gold." 

Ohjiiil,  5.  ■  I  am  fo  miferabJe,  the  Bridcgroonn  will 
look  upon  me.* 

Anfnv.  That  is  a  miftakc,  for  the  Brideeroom's  name  i 


U  mm  tbi  BridtgrmUm  t^ 

[ualificatioa  to  recommend  mc/  j^nfw.  The  Bridegroom^ 
'  though  be  was  rich,  yet  he  became  poor,  thatj  through  his 
lOvertTj  we  miglit  be  made  rich.''  He  has  abundance  of  gold, 
'  gold  tried  m  the  fire,  imfearchable  riches  ^''  and  all  His 
iijici  are  thine,  that  momant  yon  coniem  to  him* 

OhfeH.  9-  '  I  ^m  dcad^  there  is  not  the  leaft  fjiark  of  fpirl-p 
:u^  iUc  ia  me,  and  there  {ore  the  Bridegroom  wiU  never  look 
Ipon  me«' 

yin/w*  "  Hear  (fajs  the  Bridegroom  10  the  dead),  aitd  jour 
buU  ibalt  live/'  Ifa.  I  v.  3.  "  And  I  will  make  on  everkftiitg 
:oveofiiiit  with  you,  even  the  ftire  mercies  of  David;  h^  that 
believeth  m  me,  though  he  wete  d^ad,  yet  Ihall  hu  Live,  for  I 
im  the  refurrefttoR  and  the  life  :"  And  if  thou  be  but  groans- 
ing  under  a  fenie  of  thjr  deadncfe,  it  is  a  fign  of  fome  li&^  for 
the  dead  do  not  ufe  to  tell  any  fucli  tales  of  themfeUes*  See 
what  Chrift  doth  to  the  dead,  £ph.  iii,  i,  **  You  hatli  he 
quickened,  who  were  dead  ia  trefpaScs  and  fins/'  E^ek^  xxxi. 
"  The  Spirit  of  life  quickeneth  the  dry  bones." 

OBJiB*  io>  '  I  do  not  know  if  ever  die  Bridegroom  loved 
loe^  or  chooM  me.' 

Ai/vf^  H«  has  revealed  his  Ipvo  id  the  plopofal  <rf  tQfir^ 
rmgfB  that  be  makes  th^e  in  the  gofpel  of  his  grace.  He  ha^ 
faid  that  he  is  willing ;  and  he  fwears  by  his  Ufe,  tluit  he  bos 
'^  00  pleafare  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  tather  that  the/ 
would  turo  unto  him  aod  live."  He  declares^  ^t  b^  hate$ 
p«ttiag  away  \  and  that  bim  that  comes  to  him,  he  wiU  in  odi 
ways  caft  out,  th«it  ''  the  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  yotH* 
chiidrsUf  and  to  ail  that  are  afar  off." 

Now,  your  way  is,  to  take  him  by  his  word,  and  X9  jud9& 
of  his  thoughts  and  purpofis  by  his  word ;  for  ^'  tboile  things 
which  are  revealed  belong  unto  us,  and  to  our  cbildrf n  for 
tver.''  I  illultrate  the  cafe  in  hand,  by  a  familiar  fimilitiide 
of  a  propofal  of  marriage  made  unto  a  womaa ;  the  man  that 
is  in  fuit  oi  her^  not  only  propofes  and  profers  love  to  ber,- 
but  he  Iblicits  and  courts  her  confent  y  he  forms  the  oontra& 
to  the  grealeft  advantage 4  he  makes  over  himfelf  and  h\s 
whole  eiiate  uato  her,  and  confirms  bis  ingenuity  by  his  oatb^ 
that  £be  may  not  have  any  doubt  of  his  love  and  affe<^ionr 

Now,  if  after  all,  the  woman  (hould  fay,  I  will  not  con^^ 
f»it  to  marry  this  man,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  if  he  really 
lovts  me  I  would  not  ^vtty  body  look  upon  the  woman  as 
BBoft  ridiculous  and  unreasonable  ?  and,  io  this  Oafe,  does  (he 
iM>t  charge  the  man  with  the  mod  horrid  difingenuity^  WeU/ 
this  is  the  very  cafe  :  how  (hould  you  know  t])e  love  of 
Qirift  to  you,  but  by  his  offers,  promifes,  intreaties,  and  de-^ 

clacatiAws' 


by  faith,  you  ihall  find  him  a  well  pleafed  God ;  for  to  ai 
as   received  him,  ad    tlieir   Saviour,   Hn{])and,  King, 
and  Prophet,  John  i,  12.  **  to   them  gave  he  power  to  I 
the  fons  ofGod." 

OhjtB.  12.  *  You  urge  me  to  wed  by  faith  the 
groom,  and  gladly  would  I  do  it,  but  1  find  an  entire 
tencj,  and  inability  in  myfelf,  and  it  is  only  the  power  < 
that  muft  do  the  work ;   and  therefore,  all  you  have 
in  vain,  till  a  day  of  power  come.' 

Anfw.  It  is  true,  it  is  the  power  of  God  that  muft  x 
finner  willing ;  bu(  the  way  that  this  power  is  exerted 
convincing  the  fiimer  of  his  own  inability  either  to  wil 
do,  that  fo  he  may  put  the  whole  work  in  the  Lord's 
And  if  thi&  be  your  cafe,  the  good  work  ii  already  1 
and  he  that  has  begun  to  convince  you,  and  humble  y 
dct  a  fenfe  of  your  own  impotency,  he  will  carry  it  0 
finiOithe  matter;  for  he  has  faid,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  ''  Thy 
{hall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power,"  Ifa.  xl.  29. 
gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  mi 
crcafcth  ftrength." 

I  conclude  this  exhortation  with  two  or  three  advice 

1.  Be  convinced  and  perfuaded  of  your  dangerous  \ 
plorable  cafe,  while  married  unto  th^  law,  and  youi 
for  which  fee  the  ufe  of  reproof  and  lamentation. 

2.  Conceive  and  entertain  hopes  of  getting  the  ma 
tween  Chrift  and  you  accomplifhed  and  brought  aboi 
hopelefs  defpair  as  to  this  matter  cuts  the  finews  of  a 


I 

U  w§iii  tbi  BrUegrtdm*  ■  ^j^ 

^•f  God  to  loft  man,  tfatt  he  has  laid  help  fiu:  him  vpon 
OK  tm  is  tAigfaty,  PiaL  buuuz.  15^ 

4.  I  xeoomineiid  to  70a  to  faiMuich  in  ftodjbg  the  love  of 
le  ftemd  Son  of  God,  in  mailing  the  hninan  oatare  untp 
I  nrfboal  iviioo  with  the  divine,  that  he  might  aA  the  part 
il^  Kiiifmah  Redeemer.  Oh !  think  what  he  has  done  in  or- 
hr  to  g|et  a  bride  for'himielf  in  Adam's  familj^i  for  one  love 
lides  tedtheTy  and  **  we  lore  him  becaufe  he  firft  loved  as,'* 
t^shniv.  19.  ^ 

..km  Be  mmh  in  viewing  the  glorious  folnels  and  fnitable* 
m  of  the  Bridegroom  through  the  lattices  of  the  word  rea4 
■1  preached ;  *^  For  all — ^we  beholding  as  id  a  gla(s  the  glo- 
kyoC  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  (ame  image,  from  glorj 
t^l^ocy,**  See.  a  Cor.  iii.  laft. 

6.  Oh  !  crj  and  plead  niuch  for  the  purchafed  and  promi- 
U  Spirit^  that  he  may  glorify  Chrift,  and  teftify  of  him  to 
ftax  fools,  according  to  the  promife  of  the  Bridegroom,  be- 
Bre  he  left  this  world,  John  xvi.  14.  **  He  (ball  glorify  me, 
far  he  ihdl  reoeive  of  ihine,  and  fliew  it  onto  jou." 

7.  In  matching  with  the  Bridegroom,  difband  all  other  lo- 
vers, faying  with  Ephraim,  Hof.  xiv.  8.  "  What  have  I  any 
BBore  to  do  with  idols."  If.  xtvi.  13.  **  O  Lord  my  Crod; 
odier  lords  beiides  thee  have  had  dominion  over  me,  but 
henceforth  by  thee  only  will  I  make  mention  of  thy  name." 
If  yoti  be  for  me  (f^ys  Chrift),  let  thefe  fonUmnrdering  Inftsf 
go ;  let  go  your  luft  of  covetoiifnefs,  your  luft  of  uncleannefs, 
^ur  luft  of  pride,  malice,  revenge^  your  luft  of  dniokennefs 
iuid  gluttony ;  for  as  no  man  can  ferve  two  mafters,  Matth. 
vi.  14.  fo  can  no  man  be  married  unto  Chrift  and  thefe  lufts 
^t  once ;  Chrift  fays,  Deftroy  thefe,  crucify  them,  ^  Biforti- 
fy  the  deeds  of  the  body,"  Rom:  viii.  13.  **  Fornication, 
evil  concOpifcence,  and  covetoufnefs,  Ivhich  is  idolatry,^  Co), 
iii.  8.  1  came  to  deftroy  thefe  works  of  the  devil,  John  iii.  8. 
And  therefote  give  a  bill  of  divorce  to  them,  if  yoii  would 
&II0W  me. 

I  fliut  up  this  difcourfe  with  a  word  of  counfel  and  advice 
to  believers,  who,  through  the  pow^r  of  grace,  have  been  de« 
termined  to  go  forth  and  meet  the  Bridegtoom* 

Oh  !  blefs  the  Lord  that  ever  gave  yoU  counfel  to  do  fo, 
for  this  was  never  efteded  by  the  power  of  nature,  but  only 
by  the  power  of  vidorious  grace,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  "  Thy  people 
jhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power.'**  Thou  waft  dead 
in  fin,  Eph.  ii.  i.  but  he  "  pafled  by  thee,  and  faid  unto  thee; 
I-ivc,"  Ezek.  xvi.  6.  Thou  waft  full  of-  enmity  againft  God 
«nd  his  anointed,  P(al.  ii.  a.  but  he  captivated  thy  heart  with 

Vol.  IIL  Pp  ^^1^  ^ 


ipS  The  Nrtt*  Tcflnment  Ark  opened 

hh  own  Idt^j  and  lorelincfs.     Who  made  thee  f*i  differ  fn 
others  that  sre  left  behii  d,  "  in  the  g^!!  of  btiteruefs,  and  1 
the  bond  oi  mitfiity  ?"    Wi(^,  ic  was  the  blcfled  Bridegro 
that  dtfW  tl^rfrrm  him  with  ttie  cords  of  his  own  Jove  j 
therefore  let  the  high  ptniffs  of  the  Bridegrootrt,  and  di 
eternal  Kathtr,  he  contittually  in  thy  mouth,  Pfal.  cxlif.f 
John  vi,  44*  **  Nb  ir-an  c^n  come  to  tne,  excepi  the  Fut 
wh-eh  hath  (cut  mc  draw  him, '     L^t  the  hridcj  the  Lam&l 
wife,  put  muob  confidence  in  the  Bridegroom  j  ind  wcIt  i 
ibe  do  it,  for  he  is  **  thecot^ficleTice  of  all  the  ends  of  the  ca 
hia  nmne  h  FArtifttJL  and  Tirus,"  Rew  sii,  ii. 
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THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  ARK  aP£NED  AGAINST  THit 
DELUGE  OF  DIVLNE  Vi  RATH* 


Hefe,  xi.  7.— 7?_^  /fi^^^  N<3^ih,  hein^  iv^rmfd  6/  God  of  tiin^ 
hot  fit n  fri  yei,  moved  -n^itB  Jhar,  pre/tared  an  ark  £0  thifi^ 
,  ving  of  hh  hovftw  • 


M     i 


THE  FIRST  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


IN  the  prececfUng  chapter,  tlte  opodle,  in  the  clofcof  it^h™ 
exborted  the  belie vi/rg  Hebrews  to  pcrfeveie  in  thetaitbt 
and  to  enforce  the  exhortatiou,  he  rfetnonilrgtes,  in  this  chap 
ter,  the  cxceJLtncy  of  the  ^race  of  faith*  and  I  hat,  j^rj^^  Ab* 
llractly  ia  itfelf  coiifidtred,  ver.  1 — 3.  \  fecondly^  By  layi»g 
before  tlfcm  tlie  example  of  their  believing  ancellors>  both  be- 
fore and  alter  ihe  flood. 

This  verii;  which  1  have  read  contains  ibe  example  of  th* 
faith  of  Noah,  who  was  the  Jail:  patriarch  of  the  old  worH 
and  the  firft  of  the  new  would  ;  I  mean  the  laft  before,  and 
the  firft,  after  the  floods  More  particukrly  in  the  words  yo^ 
have  thefe  things. 

ijl^  An  alarm  foundedj  (warning  is  givenby  Godof  thiisgJ 
not  feeu  as  yet.)  The  party  that  gives  the  warning  is  God. 
And  when  God  fpeaks  or  warns,  well  doth  it  become  ali  th« 
inhabitants  of  t^e  earth  to  liften,  Pfal.  I.  i.  "  The  mighty 

God 


agauifi  tb^  Del^c  Iff  Hivim  Wr^tb.  299 

G^ltbe  liOid  hath  fyokeo^  and  called  the  earthy  f roiq  the  tu 
Gq|,af  the  Itio  uoto  the  goi9g  dowa  thereof."  When  (be  Uoq 
roaci|  the  bea&s  of  the  fidd  tremble.  The  fubjeft  maiter  of 
tibe  wmiog  is  about  tbingi  not  /ten  ax  yet ;  that  is,  the  99^ 
^fO^cb  of  the  general  d^age^  ot.  deiirn^on  of  the  w^i^^ 
fPidd  bjr  water^  of  Wliich  there  was  not  tlie  lead  vifible  ap* 
fnamnrCy  when  the  warning  was  giveo  of  God,  ISirs,  the 
Rford  of  God  deals  mofiljr  about  things  that  afe  not  .feeiif 
kiilgf  iovifible  and  eternal,  which  tis  yet  lie  behind  die  cur- 
tsiai  bence  faith,- fhat  beUeves  the  word  of  God,  is  called, 
nXm  t.  of  this  chapter, ''  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen  j"  a 
EctXing  to  the  feal  to  what  God  iajs,  tlun^gh  not  obvious  «oto 

%dly^  In  the  words  we  have  the  perfoo,  and  the  only  pcrfoo, 
that  took  the  alarm  in  all  the  old  worl^  v\%^  Noah,  whoCs 
iibarafter  we  have.  Gen.  vL  9.  *'  a  juft  man,  and  perfeft  in 
[lis  generation."  He  was  a  juil  man,  being  juftified  bj  faith, 
in  the  proxnifed  feed  of  the  woman ;  and  he  was  a  holj  man, 
vhofe  walk  and  coaverfation  juftified  his  faith,  io*  tlMS  view 
of  the  ungodly  inhabitants  of  the  old  world.  And  being  filch 
a  perfon  as  lived  near  God,  God  takes  him  upon  his  iecrets, 
and  imparts  that  unto  him,  which  was  hid  fron>  all  the  world 
befides.  ''  Tlie  fecret  of  tlie  Ldrd  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  and 
onto  them  will  he  fhew  his  covenant.'*  Yea,  ibmetimes  he  not 
only  imparts  to  them  the  fecrets  of  his  covenant,  and  the  myfie- 
ries  of  his  kingdom  \  but  alfo  the  (ecrets  of  his  provideooe,  what 
he  is  about  to  do  in  the  world :  fo  did  he  unto  No^ ;  and  fo 
did  he  unto  Abraham,  when  he  was  about  to  deftroy  Sodom : 
'<  Siiall  I  hid^  from  Abraham  the  thing  that  I  do  ?"  The 
JLocd  will  do  nothing,  but  he  will  reveal  it  unto  bis  fervants 
the  propiiets.  It  is  dangerous  to  pry  curioufly  into  the  fe* 
crets  of  God's  purpofe  or  providence,  but  when  he  is  pleafed 
to  reveal  them,  they  are  welcome. 

3^,  We  have  the  way  how  the  warning  was  taken  by 
Npah.  It  was  by  faith  \  that  is^  he  believed  the  word  of 
God,  that  the  flood  would  come ;  and  the  ground  of  his  be- 
lieving was  ^he  faithfulnefs  and  power  of  God;  his  faithful- 
Mfsy  ^'  for  it  is  impoflible  for  God  to  lie  ;*'  and  his  power, 
Aat  was  able  to  give  being  to  his  %vord  of  threatening,  as  well 
^  hb  word  of  promife. 

4/^^,  We  have  the  aiUdion  of  Noah's  foul,  that  was  ftir- 
fed  or  exerqifcd  by  this  awful  warning  of  the  approachir.g  de- 
luge ;  (ie  was  fnoved  with  fear.  When  faith  fees  a  fmiliog 
^  reconciled  Godi  in  Chrift,  it  moves  the  foul  with  joy  and 
jUdoefs,  yea,  a  *'  joy  ucfjjeakable,  and  full  of  glory."    But 

whea 
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God's  warning  concerning  the  deluge :  why,  his  f 
fear  excited  him  to  prepare  an  ark:  "  The  wife  m: 
Solomon)  forefeeth  the  evil,  and  hideth  himfelf."  T 
of  God's  operation  is,  a  fagacious  grace ;  ,it  takes  \ 
not  as  yet  feen,  danger^  that  are  out  of  the  view  of 
'  6f  ia  blind  world,  and  provides  for  fafety  againft  app 
dangeb.  So  here,  Noah's  faith  engages  him  to  pr 
ark  againft  the  deluge.  Noah  had  not  the  ark  to  bu 
the  deluge  came ;  no,  it  was  ready  for  ufe,  when 
dows  of  heaven,  and  the  fountains  of  the  great  de 
dpened  ;  and  the  fruit  and  effe£^  of  his  faith  ai^d  feai 
ligence  in  preparing  of  the  ark,  was  the  favin^  o! 
and  his  houfe. 

Now,  I  do  taot  ftand  fo  much  upon  the  literal,  as 
tical  andfpiritual  intendment  of  all  this.  The  hii 
myftery  of  the  Old  Teftament  is  opened  add  unvail 
New  Teft^menC  It  is  'granted  by  all,  that  the  < 
water,  whereby  God  deftroyed  the  old  world,  was 
reprefentation  of  the  wrath  of  God  that  is  rcvea 
heaven  againft  all  the  wickednefs  and  ungodlinefs  of 
dren  of  mpn,  which  will  infallibly  fweep  away  the 
'  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God,  into  hell :  and  th 
ark  was  a  type  of  Chrift,  and  of  that  falvation  th 
vers  have  in  him,  from  the  wrath  qf  God,  and  the 
the  broken  law ;  fof  ^*  whofoever  believeth  in  him, 
perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life."  The  apollle  P< 
us  an  hint,  and  that  not  an  obfcure  one,  of  what  I  a 


L  I  imdd  fpcA  m  Ivk  of  c^  wmi  «f  G«d»  fridi  •«■. 

II.  Of  the  wamu^p  God  bas  givczi,  atod  is  ftOl  giraig^  «dF 
be  ddogc  of  his  wratb* 

in.  1  v#iild  fpeak  of  Quift  as  the  mij  aik  wbenin  £ife- 
If  i»  to  be  fimmL 

IV.  Speak  of  ihe  accejs  that  finBers  hare  to  this  Xew 
TcftaiDCnt  Axk. 

V.  How  it  is  that  a  ficoer  eaters  ioto  this  arkp  fo  as  to  be 
&ral  from  the  deluge* 

YI.  Deduce  iJM&e  ixrfercBce^^  dud  make  foroe  applicadoa  of 
the  whole* 

L  The  firfi  tbiag  is,  to  fpeak  a  tittle  of  the  WT«ih  of  God^ 
vitb  ftUulio&  oDto  ttie  Botrenal  deluge  id  the  days  ot  Noah. 

tjf,  then,  X^e  fin  and  wickcdnefs  of  the  old  world  was  the 
proairiiig  caufe  of  the  delutfe.  Gen.  vi.  5 — 7.  ^*  And  God 
law  that  the  ivickednels  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and 
that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  or.ljr 
evil  continually.  And  it  vepented  the  Lord  that  he  had  raad'e 
man  on  the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart.  And  the 
lord  (aid,  I  will  deftroj  man,  whom  I  have  created,  from 
the  face  of  the  earth,  both  man  and  beafl,  and  the  creeping 
things,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air  -,  for  it  repentcth  me  tliat  1 
have  made  them." 

Now,  I  faj,  as  the  fin  of  man  procured  a  deluge  of  water, 
fo  doth  it  procure  the  deluge  of  the  wrath  of  God,  that  is  or 

has 


Adam,  the  eternal  bon  ot  God,  who  uudertook  to  tak< 
the  fin  of  the  world.  I'or  Ins  fakt,  and  u[)or.  ti.c  accc 
his  i'atisficl'oa  unto  juliicc,  a  Hop  is  put  to  the  execu 
divine  vengeance.  But  that  fame  flood  of  wrath  wiU  rt 
tbe^reateii  violeiiqc  againft  all  unbelievers,  whq  rcjei 

2diy^  God  did  not  take  the  iniiabitants  of  the  pU 
in  a  iurprife ;  but  gave  them  warning  before  the  floo< 
and  deftrojed  thern  :  be  dealt  with  tbenk  by  the  mini 
NoBh  for  th^  fpace  of  one  hundred  acd  twenty-  jreurs 
V.  32.  compare  with  vi.  11.  in  order  to  recbum  thei 
aU  in  vain, 

Juft  fo,  Qod  is  locgrfuffering,  and  flow  to  wratbt  I 
the  chtldrea  of  nsen.  .  He  dotk  not  ipoedily  ex^utc 
ment,  like  man,  in  a  furj  and  rage  :  no  ;  bat  be:  wait 
gracious;  Iiq  warns  of  the  wrath  to  come,  andbefeecl 
intreats  them  to  turn  from  their  evil  ways  ;  Forty  yei 
bijs  fpirit^  gii^^ved  t^itb  that  generation  of  Ifrael  in  tl 
dernefs,  until  at  length  he  fware  in  his  wrath  that  thej 
never  enter  into  his  reft ;  but  many  a  time  he  turae* 
his  wrathy  Pfal.lxviii.  38.  before  it  came  to  that.. 

3^/y,  When  the  appointed  time  for  the  execution 
(br^atening  agafoil  the  old  world  came,  God  made  the  I 
and  the  earth  to  combine  for  their  deilruflion  $  for  b 
fountains  of  the  great  depth  from  below  were  broken  i 
t)»e  windows  of  heaven  nbove  were  opened  upon  then 
•yii.  II. 


mpmfi  the  Bihgi  of  Divide  WfMh  i^§ 

tAmh,  i  Kings  xix.  35;  and  the  inhabitants  dt  Canaan, 
,xoi.  jaadxt.  1. 

^tbfy.  The  waters  of  the  flood  were  irrefiftibfe.  All  the 
ihabttsnts  of  the  old  worlds  with  their  nnic^fbrce^  though 
isnjr  of  them  w^^rc  giants,  men  of  huge  ftatnr^i  and  ftrength, 
len.  vi.  4-  yet  they  were  not  capable  to  flop  the  current  of 
le  flood. 

Sirs,  the  wrath  of  (rod^  when  it  breaks  out  upon  Chrifl- 
dfpilersy  cannot  be  (lopped  by  all  t^e  power  of  angels  or 
len :  '*  Who  hath  hardened  himfetf  againft  God,  ahd  hath 
rofpered  ?**  Job  ix.  4.  "  Who  wouM  fet  the  briers  and 
loms  in  battle  tgaxnft  hint;  he  would  go  through  them,  fie 
ould  confume  them  together,**  If.  xxvii.  4,  *•  The  flout- 
earted  are  fpoiled^  the  men  of  might  cannot  find  their  hamU/' 
hca  God  cohtendcth,  &c.  Wal.  Ixxvi.  5. 

Stbfy,  The  waters  of  the  deluge  overflowed  aU  the  refuges 
lat  the  inhAitants  of  the  old  worid  fled  io  for  flielter.  Wc 
lay  eafily  imagine,  that  they  w6u1d  fly  to  tht  higheflL  rocks 
id  mountains  to  faTe'them'felves  frorii  the/\taters  ;  but. the 
'aters  fwtllcd  and  rofe,  until  it  covered  all  die  high  hflls^jand 
lountains  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  under  the  whole  heaven*^ 
»en.  vii.  18. — 20.  there  was  no  flielter  left  them.    *  ' 

Juft  fo  13  it  in  the  cafe  before  us.  Sinners,  when  they  heat 
f  the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  God  purfuing  them  on  the  ac* 
ount  of  fin,  they  fly  to  the  hills  and  mountaii^s  of  their  own 
inking.  Some  fly  to  the  mountain  of  general  mercy  :  but 
rod  fweeps  away  that  j  for  "  he  that  made  tbem  will  not 
ave  mercy  on  them,  and  he  that  formed  them  will  fliew  them 
o  favour,'*  If.  xxvii.  1 1 .  S6mc  fly  to  the  refuge  of  an  out- 
;rard  profeffion  of  religion,  and  think  to  find  flielter  there ; 
»ut  the  water  of  God's  wrath  purfues  them  there,  as  it  did 
he  fooli(h  virgins  with  their  empty  lamps,  Matth,  xxv.  6. 
khers  they  fly  to  the  mountain  of  the  works  of  the  law ; 
)at  the  deluge  purfues  them  there,  "  for  by  the  works  of  the 
aw  fliall  no  flefh  be  juftified,"  Gal.  ii.  16.  Thus  God  makes 
'*the  hail  to  fwecp  away  the  refuge  of  lies^ '  If.  xxviii.  17. 

6tb/y,  The  flood  was  univerfal ;  it  fpared  none  but  thofe 
that  were  in  the  ark.  In  like  manner,  the  flood  of  God's 
Wrath  will  deftroy  all  that  are  out  of  Ghrift ;  "  for  there  is 
none  other  name  given  under  heaven  among  men^  whereby 
^c  muft  be  faved,  but  the  name  of  Jefus,'*  Afts  iv.  12. 

IL  llie  /icottd  thing  was,  to  fpeak  of  the  warnings  that 
pod  gives  of  the  deluge  of  everlafling  wrath  Chat  is  to  come 
^|>Qn  all  Godlefs  and  Chrifllefs  finners  ;  for  as  God  warned 


3^4  5^e  }^£V}  Tefiamtut  Ark  (^p€^i  ^ 

the  old  world  of  the  deluge  of  u  ater^  i  Pet.  iii,  ao.  fo  doth 
Tic  warn  the  idhnbiiaiits  of  this  xvorld,  particuUrlj^  of  the  vli 
fible  church,  of  the  wrath  to  come. 

I  Ihall  HOC   ^^j  upoti  tlilSf  having  latelj  had  an  occafioQ 
from  Jab  ix.  4-  to  prefent  before  you  a  great  many  beacoi 
of  diWn^  wr\th,  tisat  he  has  fet  up  in  the  fcriptures  of  trui 
to  warn  fuiners,  that  thc^  fplit  not  on   the  farnc  rocks  i] 
which  others  d^lhed  their  fouh  into  ji  hell  of  eternal  wf« 
and  mifery*     No  man  can  read  his  Biblf,  or  hear  the  gofg 
preached,  but  be  muft  hear  of  a  wrath  to  come  from  G( 
Upon  inipcnitent  finncrs ;  "  Except  ye   repent  (fays  Chri^ 
ye   (hall  all  likewlfe  perith;*    Like  %[ii.  3.      God  *'  On 
^vouml  the  head  of  hia  enemici^  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  fucll 
a  one    as   goeih   on    ftill   in    Ills    trefpafiea/'    PfaL  Ixviii,  11. 
**  The  wicU-d  fh^H  he  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  natioM 
that  forg^et  God,"  Pfal  ix*  17,     And,  of  all  Qsria  of  finntfti 
the  wrath  of  God  will  burn  hottcft  againft  gofp^l  *^^  Chtil 
ifefpifers  :  "  It  fljall  be  more  tolerable  for  the  hnd  of  Sotloffl 
and  Gomorrah,  in   the   day  of  judgement^  tha:;   for  fncV 
Matdu  X.  T  5,     A  nofable  word  to   this  purpofe  you  bav^ 
Heb.  X.  28.  "If  they  that  defpifed  Mofes'  law  died  withonl 
mercy,  under  two. or  three   witnefTes,  of  how  much  forei 
punifliment,  fupppfe  ye,  fliall  he  bethought  worthy,  whc 
hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  countd 
the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  fan£li£ed,  ^ 
tinholy  thing,  and  hath  done  dcfpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace/ 


Heb.  ii.  7 — By  faith  Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  thins>' 
not  feen  as  yet  moved  with  fear ^  prepared  an  ark^  to  th 
faving  &f  bis  houfe. 


H 


THE  SECOND  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT* 

AVING  fpbken  to  the  two  firft  heads  of  the  method 
I  now  go  on  to 


HI.  The   third  thing  propofed,  which   was,    to    fpeak 
little  of  Chrifl,  as  the  great  New  T^^ament  Ark,  that  Go 
has  provided  for  faving  finners  from  the  deluge  of  his  wrath 
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tfi^  The  ark  was  a  mean  of  God's  preparing  for  the  fal- 
ation  of  Noah  and  his  familj.  It  is  true,  Noah  bailt  th£ 
A  ;  but  it  was  ehtirelj  at  God's  order  and  diredion.  It 
ircmld  never  have  entereid  into  Noah's  heid  or  heart  to  baild 
he  ark^  if  God  had  not  given  him  the  plan  of  it* 

Joft  fp,  Chrift  is  a  Sayiour  of  God's  providing  and  ap- 
lointment.  The  plan  of  man's  redemption  by  Chrift  was 
lid  in  the  heart  of  God ;  it  is  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  mjf- 
ttjm  Men  and  angels  would  have  been  at  an  eternal  ftarul,  if 
t  had  been  put  to  them,  hew  man  Ihould  be  faved  from  the 
nrath  of  God,  and  the.  curfe  of  the  law,  in  a  confidency 
nth  the  juftice,  holinefs,  truth,  and  faithfulnefs  of  God.  Tlie 
fhole  creation  cried.  Your  help  is  not  in  us.  Well,  but  God 
levifes  a  waj ;  the  Son  of  God  fhall  be  incarnate,  and  be 
abftitute  in  the  room  of  finners ;  and,  bj  his  obedience  to 
leath,  juftice  fliall  be  fatisfied,  and  the  honour  of  the  law  re« 
latred,  and  '*  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fhall  not  perifli,  but 
lavc  everlafting  life,'*  John  iii,  16.  Pfal.  cxviii.  13,  ^  This 
8  the  Lord's  doing,  it  is  wondrous  in  our  ejes."  We  find 
jrod  glorjring'in  it  as  the  chief  of  his  ways,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19. 
fto.  *'  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty,  I  have  found 
David  my  fcrvant,"  Stc. 

2dly^  The  ark  was  very  large  and  capacious,  as  is  clear 
from  the  account  that  we  have  of  it.  Gen.  vi.  14. — 19.  And 
it  was  neceftary  it  ihould  be  fo,  confidering  that  it  was  the 
:ommon  receptacle,  not  only  of  Noah  and  his  family,  but  of 
ill  forts  of  beafts,  birds,  and  living  creatures,  that  were  upon 
sarth,  and  neceffary  provifion  for  their  fubfiftence,  for  the 
[pace  of  about  a  whole  year. 

But,  Sirs,  the  New  Teftament  Ark  is  far  more  large  and  ca- 
pacious than  Noah's  ark ;  for  he  is  none  other  than  the  in- 
Snite  and  incomprehenfible  God,  in  the  perfon  of  the  eternal 
Son,  who  made  all  things,  John  i.  3.  compare  with  Heb.  i.  3. 
and  upholds  them  by  the  word  of  his  power.  As  there  was 
room  and  provifion  in  the  ark  for  all  the  living  creatures  of 
every  kind  that  entered  into  the  ark  ;  fo  there  is  room  in 
Chrift  for  all  that  will  come,  be  they  Jew  or  Gentile,  Bar- 
barian, Scythian,  bond  or  free,  male  or  female/  it  is  all  one. 
Ye  are  welcome  to  enter  into  the  New  Teftament  Ark,  John 
iii.  16.  andz.  9. 

^dly^  All  that  entered  into  the  ark  were  faved,  but  all  that 
did  not  enter  in  periflied.  Gen.  vii.  21 — 23.  Juft  fo  is  it  here, 
Markxvi.  16.  "  he  that  believeth  in  Chrift  fliall  be  faved, 
but  he  that  believeth  not  fliall  be  damned." 

^thly^  Noah's  ark  was  a  piece  of  grand  folly  to  the  wits  of 
Vol.  III.  Q^q  *« 


3o6  Hi  New  TeflametU  Ark  optrud    , 

the  world  :  no  doubt  thej  would  flout  him  and  mock  him  as 
a  fool,  while  he  wa<i  a  preparing  the  ark,  to  the  faviag  of  his 
houfe.  Juft  fo  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation  through  his 
death,  <<  is  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs,  and  to  the  Jews  a  flam* 
blin^  block,"  i  Cor.  i.  33- 

$tblyj  Hence  it  came  that  few,  only  eight  fouls,  entered 
into  the  ark,  and  were  faved,  Gren.  vii.  i&.  Ju(l  Co  is  it 
here,  Chrift  "  is  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  noeo,"  If.  liii.  3. 
and  therefore  few  come  unto  him.  Matth.  xxii.  14.  **  Many 
are  called,  but  few  are  chofen."  Chap.  vii.  14.  "Strait  is  the 
gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way  that  Icadeth  unto  life,  and  few 
there  be  that  find  it." 

6thly^  Although  there  were  but  few  faved  in  the  ark,  yet 
It  was  a^great  evidence  of  God's  love  and  kindnels  to  man, 
that  any  of  them  were  fpared,  when  they  all  defer ved  to  die, 
Gen.  vi.  5.  2.  12.  Juft  fo  here,  although  there  are  but  few 
that  aie  faved,  yet  his  providing  a  Saviour,  and  faving  a  rem- 
nant of  mankind  by  Chrift,  is  a  wonderful  inftance  of  bis 
love  and  kindnefs  to  mankind,  i  John  iv.  9.  **  In  this  was 
xnanifefted  the  love  of  God  towards  us,  becaufe  that  God 
fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live 
through  him.*'  See  John  iii.  16.  "  God  fo  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth 
inhiT)  fliould  not  perilh,  but  have  everlafting  life." 

^thlyy  The  ark,  after  it  had  been  toffed  upon  the  water? 
for  about  feven  months,  at  length  refted  upon  the  mountaiss 
of  Ararat,  Gen.  viii.  4.  So  Chrift,  our  New  Teftament  Ark, 
after  he  had  been  toffed  in  this  world,  and  torn  in  his  name, 
perfon,  miracles,  and  miniftry,  he  refted  from  his  work  and 
warfare,  in  his  refur.re6tioa  and  afcenfion ;  after  he  had  fuf* 
fercd,  he  entered  into  his  glory,  Luke  xxiv.  26,  having  fi-' 
nifhed  the  wotk  the  Father  gave  hira  to  do,  he  refted  in  hea* 
ven,  and  is  repoffeffcd  of  that  glory  he  had  with  the  Father 
before  the  world  was,"  John  xvii.  4.  5. 

^  %thlyj  They  that  were  faved  in  the  ark  (viz.  Noah  afli 
his  children)  became  heirs  of  a  new  world.  Gen.  ix.  10.  &.C' 
So  all  that  are  faved  by  faith  in  Chrift  become  heirs  of  Goij 
and  of  glory,  apd  are  ^«  begotten  into  the  lively  hope,  to  all 
inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  nol 
away,  i  Pet.  i.  3^  4. 

^tbly,  Noah  and  his  family,  after  they  were  faved  by  th 
ark,  got  a  promife.  That  the  water  Jhould  never  more  dejro 
the  earth.  Gen.  ix.  9—11.;  and,  in  token  thereof  the  bo\ 
was  fet  in  the  clouds,  ver.  ii — 17.  ' 

So  all  that  fly  to  Chrift  arc  fecured  by  God's  covenant  an 

promil 
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frtai  the  wntii  and  cnrfe  of  God,  Rom.  viii.  z. 
'  TUre  i|  tterdbre  *dw  tto  condemnttioii  to  them  who  are 
iChiSI  JeTus.*'  See  IC  liv.  zo — ,12^  **  For  the  mounuins 
III  iepiurly  ■«!  tte  hitts  be  rpmoved,  bat  ray  kinduers  fliall 
It  depart  frain  tfae^  fleither  flitll  the  covenant  of  m j  peace 
rMMved.  O  thou  afliAed,  tofled  with  tempeft,  and  not 
■Ibrtedy  behold  I  will  faj  thy  ftones  with  fsur  coloars,  and 
rtiiy  fbtmdatsoiii  with  fiippbires.  And  I  will  make  thy 
Mbwb  of  agates,  and  thy  gates  bf  carbuncles,  and  all  thy 
iriers  «f  ^leafimt  flones.'*  We  read.  Rev.  iv.  3.  of  a 
iabow  about  the  throne  of  Chrift,  which  alludes  unto  the 
Ito&ftkMi  with  Noah  anent  the  flood. 
Notify,  Afl  Ibrts  of  creatures,  dean  and  undeao,  were  ad- 
iftad  iota  Che  ark,  without  diftinftion.  Gen.  vii.  8. 9.  The 
k  waa  open  to  them  all. 

Joft  lb  is  it  BOW,  under  the  New  Teftament,  fince  the 
Msii^  of  Chrift  in  the  fleib,  the  gofpel  of  die  ^race  of  God 
!  preached  prbmifcuoufly  unto  Jews  and  Gentiles,,  without 
ly  diftinftioQ.     It  is  true,  before  the  death  of  Chrift,  and 
irug  his  perfonal  miniftry  on  earth,  the  poor  Gentiles  were 
tduded,  and  the  difciples,  when  fent  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
was  only  to  the  cities  of  the  Jews,  but  they  were  difcharged 
)  go  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles,  or  to  enter  into  any  of  the 
ties  of  the  Samaritans,  Matth.  x*  5.  But  after  his  death  and 
furredion,  their  coromiflion  is  enlarged,  and  the  door  is  call 
)en  unto  all  nations,  Mark  xvi.  15.    **  Go  ye  into  all  the 
orld,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature.**     It  is  true, 
teapoftles,  even  after  the  refurredion  of  Chrift,  and  the 
>wn-pouring  of  the  Spirit  in  his  extraordinary  gifts,  could 
n  receive  this  commiffion  of  preaching  the  gofpel  to  every 
reature ;  they  continued  preaching  it  to  the  Jews  only,  Afts 
.  19.  until  they  were  cured  of  their  miftake,  by  Peter's  vi- 
on  of  beafts,  clean  and  unclean,  A6is  x.  11 — 16.  and  the 
loly  Ghoft  his  falling  down  upon  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as 
pon  the  Jews,  ver.  44. ;  and  thereupon  they  began,  accord- 
ng  to  their  commiffion,  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  all  without  any 
liftindion ;  and  when  the  Jews  rcfufed  the  gofpel,  the  apoftles 
:arned  themfelves  unto  the  Gentiles,  AAs  xiii.  43 — 49.    So 
:hat  1  fay,  as  Noah  admitted  of  beafts  clean  and  unclean  in« 
to  the  ark,  in  order  to  their  bein  j  faved  from  the  deluge ;  fo 
our  great  New  Teftament  Ark  is  opened  to  finners  of  all  forts 
^  iixes  ;  if  they  be  dcfcended  of  the  firft  Adam,  they  are 
all  welcome  to  a  fccond  Adam,  Prov,  viii.  4.  «*  Unto  you,  O 
'ficn,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men."  .  But  this 
leads  me  to    . 

IV, 
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IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method,  which  ws 
fl^jak  a  little  of  the  door  of  acccfs  uiita  the  New  1 
nient  Ark. 

N*'»ah's  ark  flood  open  until  all  the  creatures  that 
not  iubfiH  in  the  warers  had  entered  in,  and  until  the  i 
broke  out.  Gen,  vii-  7 — 9, ;  for,  if  it  had  been  fliat,  no 
ture  could  have  entered  into  it,  or  been  faved- 

Ju(l  fo,  if  there  were  not  a  wa^  or  door  of  accd 
to  Chriil,  no  fleth  could  be  faved.  But  we  bring  yotJ 
tidings  of  great  joy,  Luke  n,  10*  Chriit  is  aj^ommoi] 
a  common  Saviour,  to  finners  of  mankind  :  And  tocncc 
jioor  perifliing  fmncrs  to  come  to  him,  I  will  tell  you  of  £ 
doors  by  which  entrance  by  faith  is  to  be  had  into  the 
Teft^ment  Ark^  that  you  may  not  perilli  in  the  deluge. 

ly?.  The  door  of  the  revelation  of  Chriii,  as  a  S3 
tome  into  the  world.  M^iat  is  the  delign  of  the 
fcripiures  of  truth,  from  the  bej^ianing  to  the  endiu] 
to  make  Chrifl  known  to  tlie  funs  of  men,  in  or 
their  believing  in  him,  that  they  may  be  faved  frpj 
TV  rath  to  coniC,  John  xx.  bft,  *'  Thcfe  things  are  w 
that  yc  might  believe  that  Jefus  is  the  Chriit,  the  t 
God, and  that  btlieving,  ye  might  have  life  through  his  n 
John  ir.  39,  <^  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye  ihi 
have  eternal  life,  and  they  are  they  which  tetbfy  of 
Sirs,  Ch rill  is  evidently  fet  forth  before  you  in  the 
read  and  preached,  his  whole  rigbteoufnefa  and  (^alva 
fet  before  you^  and  brouglir  mar  to  you ;  anJ,  pray,  fot 
end  ?  but  ihsit  you  may  improve  him  to  aU  tlic  ends 
faving  offices-  They  that  wane  the  iiibie  and  a  pri 
gofpel  win  b^ve  far  more  to  f^y  for  t^iemldves,  tha 
unto  whom  the  word  of  GoA  and  the  gcfprl  of  falvai 
y?/rf,  John  XV*  22,  compared  wuth  Maith,  x.  15.  Rom. 
for  ''  how  fhall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  ha 
beaid?  and  how  ftiall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ? 
this  is  not  the  cafe  with  you  ;  for  Chrift  is  nigh  to  y 
your    mouths    and  hearts,  even  in  this  word  of  faith 
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Amfl^'k  ^  whok  fcriptures  of  truth  i  !t  was  efit  firft  thing 
propofcd  to  Ad;tm  and  £ve  immtdiitcly  after  iht  f^ll^  when 
tJiey  T^£  under  awful  apprdi  en  rums  of  ptcfent  death,  Gcir. 
ilL  14*  15.  (viz*  the  ked  of  the  womin)  thJt  bruifc  thy  lu-adp 
(riz.  of  the  ferpcpt)-  They  were  to  hehcvc,  that  the  Son  of 
Ctodf  who  was  fpcaktag  to  tUem,  would,  m  the  fuhicf^t  of  tinner 
twcome  the  (ttd  of  the  woman,  or  he  tucarrt^tc,  and  ^rcnge 
their  quarrel ;  zad  the  fiiith  of  thU  rafed  and  quieted  their  !'|>t« 
fits,  becdufe  in  tliis  thcf  faw  that  God  w.u  upon  their  fide* 
So  m  the  pTamife  made  to  Ahrahacii,  the  incjrn^tioit  of  the 
SoEL  of  God  was  prefenced  unto  him  and  his  pottcrity^  H^iu 
\\VL.  1 3.  *'  In  thy  feed  ftiall  all  iht  nations  of  t!ic  earth  be 
blclTed.''  Upon  which  the  apod  I e,  Gi*L  iii,  16,  give*  the  lot- 
lowing  commentary,  "  He  doth  not  fpeak  of  feeds  ^%  of  many» 
but  as  of  one,  and  to  thy  feed,  which  is  Chfifl,"  In  the  relt 
of  the  fcripturef,  where  thefe  two  profnifes  arc  more  fully 
Opened,  we  iind  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  pre  fen  led 
as  a  grotind  of  faith  and  hope  to  the  church  of  God*  Davi^'i 
in  the  PfAlms,  frequently  fpeaks  of  him  a»  man,  Plal.  viii.  ^. 
compared  with  Heb.  ii.  6«  the  Son  of  man^  and  the  Man  of 
Gori's  ri^ht  hand,  Pf4=  l?;x?r,  i^.  ICn.ili  fp^/nk^  of  Jnnv  Jis  a. 
Child  bom  unto  us,  although,  at  the  fame  time  his  name  i» 
The  Mighty  God^  chap;  ix.  6.  and  liii.  as  a  Man  of  for- 
row8,  and  acquainted  with  grief.  Jeremiah,  as  a  Branch  of 
righteottfnefs^  chap,  xxxiii.  i  j.  that  was  to  fpring  out  of  the 
root  of  Jeflc,  If.  xi,  I.  And  every  wherealmoft  in  the  New 
Teftament,  he  is  prefented  as  the  Word  made  flefh,  John 
1.  14. ;  made  of  a  woman,  Gal.  iv.  4.  \  the  Seed  of  the  wo- 
man. Gen.  iti.  16.;  bom  of  a  virgin,  Matth.  i.  16.;  Who 
*<  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abra- 
ham,'' Heb.  ii.  i6.  And  commonly,  when  he  fpeaks  of  him« 
felf  through  the  evangelifts,  he  denominates  himfelf  bythe 
human  nature,  rather  than  by  the  divine.  The  Son  of  man. 
One  fpecial  reafon  of  which  is,  as  I  think,  i^ecaufe  the  faith 
of  fmners  could  not  terminate  orx  fix  upon  his  divine  nature^ 
but  by  virtue  of  his  human  nature.  The  hand  of  faith  lays 
hold  upon  the  fkirt  of  the  human  nature,  that  it  may  thereby 
draw,  as  it  were,  the  divine  nature  alongft  with  it,  knowing 
that  the  perfonal  union  between  thefe  tWo  natures  cannox  be 
diffolved.  Now,  that  there  is  here  a  general  ground  of  faith 
laid  for  all  mankind  that  hears  tell  of  this  great  myftery  of 
godlinefs,  God  manifcfted  in  the  fleQi,  appears,  if  we  confider, 
that  it  was  not  the  perfon,  but  the  nature  of  man  that  Chrift 
afTumed.  And  the  nature  of  man  is  equally  related  to  every 
roan  and  woman,  that  poiTefles  a  true  body,  suid  a  re^onable 
foul.    Infomuch  that  every  one  that  hear^of  him  11  warranted 

to 
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to  fay,  This  is  mf  brother,  ^<  bone  of  my  bone,  and  llelh  of 
my  fiefli/'  Geit.  ii.  23.  as  Adam  faid  of  Eve  vthtn  prefented 
unto  hkn,  and  therefore  a  help  meet  for  me,  ver.  20.  O  Sirs, 
oonfider  this,  and  dwetl  upon  it.  Chrift,  by  virtue' of  his  ibt 
txirnaiion,  is  our  Goel  or  Kinfman,  he  is  our  blood.relatiOn» 
and  he  took  part  of  your  flefli,  that  fo  he  might  be  capable  to 
aft  a  part  for  you,  which  none  elfe  of  the  human  race  was 
capaUe  to  do,  even  to  redeem  you  by  his  bloody  and  by  death 
to  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent.  And  is  not  dits  a  noUe 
piround  of  faith,  truft,  and  confidence  in  him  ?  O  Sirs !  enter 
in  and  uke  pofleffion  of  the  New  Teftament  Ark,  by  this  door 
of  his  incarnation,  and  claim  him  as  yours,  by  an  appropriating 
faith,  faying  with  the  church,  if.  ix.  6.  To  us  (or  to  me)  is 
this  child  bom,  &c.  This  dodrine  was  delivered  by  the  an- 
gels at  the  birth  of  Chrift,  as  good  tidings  of  great  joy  unto  all 
people,  Luke  ii.  10.  1 1.  where  they  fay  to  the  (hepherds,  (not 
to  us,  but)  *'  To  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a 
Saviour,  which  is  C%rift  the  Lord.** 

3</»y,  Another-  paiTage  by  which  faith  may  enter  into  the 
Ne%v  Teftament  Ark,  is  Chrift's  obedience  to  the  law,  which 
Was  violate,  broken,  and  diihonoured,  by  the  fin  of  the  firft 
Adam,  and  of  all  his  pofterity*  For  underftanding  of  this  you 
would  know,  that  the  condition  upon  which  life  was  promiftd 
to  Adam,  and  to  all  mankind  in  him,  was  perfed  obedience 
unto  the  command  of  the  law,  <'  He  that  doth  thefe  things 
fliali  live  in  them/  Lev.  xviii.  5.  compared  with  Gal.  iii.  12. 
And  if  Adam  had  continued  in  his  obedience,  he  and  his  pof* 
terity  might  have  claimed  temporal,  fpiritual^  and  eternal  life, 
as  a  debt  due  to  them  (though  not  upon  the  account  of  the 
intrinfic  merit  of  his  obedience,  yet)  by  virtue  of  the  paAion 
in  the  covenant  of  works.  Well,  man  being  in  honour,  continued 
nofj  Pfal.  xlix.  12.  compared  with  Gen.  iii.  6.  He  brake  the 
covenant  by  eating  the  forbidden  fruit  *,  and  all  his  children's 
teeth  ever  fnice  have  been  fet  on  edge  againft  God,  their  carnal 
mindsbeingenmityagainftGodjarenotfubjeAtothelawofGod, 
Rom.  viii.  7.  by  which  means  they  have  loft  their  title  to  that 
life  promifcd  in  the  firft  covenant,  and  are  fallen  under  the 
fentence  of  death ;  and  without  the  honour  of  the  law  be  re* 
paired  by  a  perft£l  obedience  yielded  unto  it  by  man,  or  one 
in  man's  nature,  it  ftands  as  an  eternal  bar  in  the  way  of  life 
snd  falvation  unto  all  mankind.  Well,  Chrift,  the  eternal  Son 
of  God,  as  man's  Kinfman  and  Surety,  undertakes  to  repair 
the  broken  law,  faying  to  his  Father,  "  Lo,  I  come,  in  the  vo» 
lume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will, 
O  my  God  ;  vca,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart,"  Pfal.  xl.  7.  8. 
compared  witn  Heb.  x.  7-  as  if  he  .had  faid^  <  Let  tny  ear  be 
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blared  unto  tKy  ferrice  m  fhis^cnatt^Tf  for  it  is  the  firm  purpofe 
of  my  hcirt  to  fdfil  alJ  nghttoufnefs  iliat  the  hw  rr quires  of 
nuDkiad  finuer^/  And  according  I  }r,  in  the  fuluefs  of  timei  He 
i$  aot  onl^  made  of  a  -woman,  but  made  under  the  law,  GaT. 
W.  4.  ^nd  in  OUT  Head  and  room  magntti^s  the  hw  and  makers 
h honourable^  If*  scHi  .ir.t  Bf  which  meanSt  *  aH  legal  bars  ^nd 
impediments  lying  iti  the  way  of  falvatton  and  life,  from  the 

(larc  of  the  command  of  the  law  is  made  up  again^  and  the 
aw  as  fully  fattsfied  as  though  it  had  never  bctn  broken,  and 
the  litlc  to  the  life  promifed  in  the  covenant  of  works  comes 
to  {land  in  the  perfon  of  our  common  Kinfmao  and  blood* 
relation  ;'  upon  which  account,  his  right eoufnefs  and  faltaiiofi 
n  pubtifhed  and  brought  near  unto  all  \  yea  cTcn  unlo  thcia 
tiat  are  ilout  hearted  and  f^r  from  Tighteoufnefs,  If.  ihrl.  at 
the  clofe*  And  you  fee  in  the  fortieth  pfalm,  after  he  had  faid  t9 
hk  Father j  in  the  council  of  peace,  **  I  delij^ht  to  do  thy  will, 
0  my  God|  ycaj  ihy  law  is  within  my  heart,"  immediately  he 
adds  J  ten  9,  1  o,  **  1  have  preached  right  coufncfa  in  the  great 
tongrejiation,  1  have  not  refrained  my  lips,  O  Lord,  thou 
knoweft,  1  have  not  hid  thy  Tightcoufnefs  within  my  heart,** 
Sec.  Thuo  voki  fee,  that  all  who  have  the  gofpel  preached  un- 
to tbem  have  a  right  of  accels  to  his  righteoufnefs  or  perfeft 
obcdtefice  to  the  lawi  and  whoever  they  be  that  believe  in  him 
as  tlie  Lord  our  rigbteonfnefs,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  they  enter  into  the 
New  Teftament  Ark,  and  are  faved  from  the  deluge  of  God's 
iprath ;  ^  For  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Chrift  Jeftis,''  becaufe  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fulfilled 
in  them,  Rom.  viii.  1.3-4.  and  x.  4.  Chrifl  becomes  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  them.  Hence  is  that  of  the  apoftle, 
2  Cor.  V.  at  the dofe,  *<  God  was  in  Chrift,  not  imputing  their 
trefpaflTes  to  them  ;  for  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who 
knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufiicfs  of  God 
in  him.'* 


Heb. 


(    3<a    ) 

Heb.  xt.  y^—Bjf  faith  Noah^  h*lng  um'ned  of  Co  J  of  iJmj 
not /sen  m  j'ct^  moved  with  fear ^  prepared  an  ark  to  tht  fa 
ving  of  iris  houfe^ 

THE  THIRD  SEHMOJ?  ON  THIS  TEST, 

AFTER   rcfiiming  of  what  is   abovej   I  go   on   to 

^thJ^^  The  death  of  Chnft,  or  his  atoning  blood,  is  ancthe 
door  by  which  poor  fmncrs  do  enter  into  the  New  Tiftamci! 
Ark,  and  ate  Caved  from  the  deJuge  of  divine  wrath.  We 
faid  to  come  by  faith  unto  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  Hcb,  xii.  24 
**  and  to  enter  into  the  hoHtft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus/'  chap, 
3C.  ip.  Chriit  as  cructBed  is  tvidendy  fct  forth^  GaL  iii*  it 
before  all*  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel ;  hence  the  apodle 
Paul  tells  the  Corinthians,  *'That  he  determined  not  to  know 
any  tiling  among  them,  favc  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified,'* 
I  Cor.  ii.  X.  Chrift  fays,  fpenking  of  his  death,  "  And  I^  if  I  be 
lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me,"  John  xii.  3  2. 
And  accordingly,  when  the  apoftlcs  went  through  the  nations 
preaching  the  gofpel,  what  was  the  great  theme  they  continually 
harped  [infifted  or  dwelt]  upon?  **  We  (fays  he)  preach  Chrift 
crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a  ftumbling  block,  and  unto  the  Greeks 
foolifhncfs,  but  unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and 
Greeks,  Chrift  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God,** 
I  Cor.  i.  23.  24. 

For  clearing  this  matter  of  the  death  of  Chrift  as  a  ground 
of  faith,  you  would  know  that  there  is  a  threefold  fufficicncy 
in  the  death  of  Chrift. 

1.  An  intrinfic  fufficiency  arifing  from  the  infinite  dignity 
of  his  pcrfon  who  fuffcred,  being  the  infinite  God  in  the  pcr- 
fon  of  the  Son,  clothed  with  a  vail  of  flcfli ;  and  in  this  refpe^, 
there  was  fuch  a  value  in  his  death  aijd  blood,  that  it  was  fuf- 
ficient,  not  only  to  redeem  all  mankind, but  ten  thoufand  worlds, 
fuppofing  their  exiftcnce  and  fall  too,  if  it  had  been  fo  ordain- 
cdt     But, 

2.  There  is  an  ordinate  fufficiency,  whereby  the  death 
and  fatisfai^ion  of  Chrift  is  limited  unto  the  eltdl,  and  in  this 
refpe£t  Chrift  declares  that  he  laid  down  his  life  for  the  ftiecp, 
John  X.  15. 

3.  There  is  a  legal  fufficiency,  by  which  the  law  and  its 
penalty  is  fully  anfweredj  infomuch  that  neither  law  nor  jufticc 
is  any  obftruclion  or  bar  in  the  way  of  a  finncr's  falvation,  that 
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woe  calling  every  maa  and  woman,  young  and  old,  to  come 

and  get  as  much  as  they  want,  1  am  fure  there  would  faPf  few 

or  none  in  that  cafe  that  would  draw  back,  every  one  would 

be  more  forward  than  another,  to  receive  or  gacner.    Welly 

SirSf  >rhy  fo  forward  to  receive  worldly  riches  that  take  wtngi 

and  fly, away  i  and  yet  refufe  to  receive  Chrift  and  his  un* 

iearchable  riches  which  we  are  a  fcattcring  among  you  in  the 

difpenfiition  of  the  word  I     Here  is  the  great  gitc  of  heaven, 

without  mMey  or  price.    Here  is  the  gift  of  life,  *<  for  he  that 

hath  the  Son  hath  life,''  i  John  v.  12.  Here  is  the  gift  of 

vighteott(ne(s,  that  will  entitle  you  to  God,  to  heaven,  and  glo* 

rys  and  all  the  good  of  the  covenant.    Here  is  given  gold  tried 

in  the  fire.  Rev.  iii.  18.  that  moth  and  ruft  cannot  corrupt 

Matth.  vi.  ao*    Here  is  the  beft  robe,  Luke  xv.  2a.    White 

raiment.  Rev.  iii.  18.  Clothing  that  doth  not  wax  old.    Here 

is  the  merchandife  cyf  wifdom,  that  is  better  than  the  merchan* 

dile  of  filver,  and  her  gain,  which  is  better  than  fine  gold,  Prov. 

••• 

ttk  I.  4* 

Ton  particularly  that  are  young  children  and  bairns,  yoa 

are  perhaps  longing  for  to-morrow,  being  the  fir  ft  Monday, 

and  the  firft  day  of   the  new-year   175O9    that    you  may 

go  to  your    friends  and   acquaintance  to   ajk  your  new« 

yearns  gift      I  would  give  you  my  advice  before  it  come,  , 

and  that  is,  that  before  ever  you  go  to  man  or  woman  to  ' 

a(k  any  thbg,  go  firft  to  God,  **  who  giveth  liberally  to  all 

men,  and  upbraideth  not,"  James  i.  5.  and  afk  your  new-year's 

gift  from  him.  ^eft*  What  {hall  we  afk  from  him  ?  will  you 

put  words  in. our  mouth  ?     4nfw.  L  will  tell  you  what  to  fay 

and  afk  as  your  new-year's  gift  from  God.  Go  to  God,  and  (ay, 

•  Lord  give  me  grace  to  improve  this  new-year  to  thy  glory, 

and  my  own  eternal  good  and  advantage,  if  thou  fpare  me. 

Lord,  give  me  thyfelf,  to  be  my  God  and  portion  for  ever, . 

for  thou  haft  faid,  I  am  the  Lord  thy   God,  Exod.  xx.  2. 

Lord,  rive  me  Chrift,  and  let  him  be  my  Prophet,  Prieft,  and 

King,  Surety,  Mediator,  and  Advocate.     Lord,  give  me  thy 

Spirit,  for  thou  giveft  thy  Spirit  to  them  that  afk  him,  Luke 

aL  19.  Lord  give  me  the  new  heart,  and.  the  new  fpirit,  for 

tiiou  haft  promifed  it,  Ezck.  xxxvi.  Lord  give  me  a  hear(  to 

know  thee,  that  thou  art  the  Lord.   Lord,  put  thy  fear  in  my 

heart,  that  I  may  never  depart  from  thee,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  Lord, 

ibr^ve  me  all  my  fins,  and  lead  me  not  into  temptation,  but 

deliver  me  from  all  evil,  Luke  xi.  4.  efpecially  from  the  evil  of 

fai,  which  is  the  abominable  thing  whiqh  thy  foul  hates.  Lord, 

leach  me  how  to  anfwer  my  chief  end,  how  to  glorify  thee 

here,  fo  as  I  may  enjoy  thee  eternally  hereafter.' 

Now,  I  fay,  go  to  God  in  the  morning  oT  the  new-year's  day. 


5l8  72#  ifiw  Tejiameni  Ark  opened,  &tii  ' 

and  feck  thefe  and  the  like  things  from  hi  A,  as  foar  hew- 
year's  gift.  And  to  encourage  yon  to  be  in  eameft,  confider, 
(i«)  Thefe  foul  gifts  are  far  better  than  any  thing  yotir  friends 
can  give  yon.    (2«}  Tour  Ood  is  liberal^  and  more  readj  to 

g>e  than  you  are  to  aik.  John  xvi.  24.  *'  Hitherto  (fays 
hrift),  ye  have  aiked  nothing  in  my  name,  alk,  and  ye  (haiil 
receiTe.''  Tour  heavenly  Father  has  a  full  hand  and  a  free 
keart,  Matth.  vii.  7.  "  A&Vand  it  (hall  be  given  you ;  fcek,  and 
ye  (hall  find;  knock,  and  itihall  be  ppened  unto  you.''  (3.)  The 
Lord  loves  young  children  to  be  about  his  hand,  Pfal.  xzxiv.  2. 
'<  Come,  ye  children,  hearken  unto  me,  I  will  teach  you  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,"  Prov.  viii.  17.  **  I  love  them  that  love  mCf 
and  thefe  that  fcek  me  early  (hall  find  me."  (4.)  God's  new- 
year's  gift  will  make  you  ap  for  all  your  days,  yea,  for  all  eter- 
nity ;  and  what  he  gives  of  faving  grace,  he  will  never  take  it' 
back  again,  *^  for  the  gifts  and  oiliing  of  God  are  ^^ithout  re* 
pentance,''  Rom.  li.  29.  Only  be  importunate  with  the  Lord, 
and  do  not  take  a  nay-fay  ;  fay  as  Jacob,  Gen.  zxxii.  26. 
*'Lord,  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  blcfs  me;  and  what* 
ever  you  afk  of  God,  feek  it  all  for  Chrift's  fake;  for,  fays  Chrilt, 
John  xiv.  14.  *^  If  ye  (hall  afic  any  thing  in  my  name,!  will  do  it;** 
and  though  you  get  not  what  you  a(k  at  firft,  yet  be  not  dif- 
couraged,  but  go  again,  and  again,  and  again  unto  him.  if  you 
get  not  your  new-year's  gift  the  firft  day,  go  again  the  next  day, 
alnd  the  next  day,  and  continue  in  prayer,  and  ye  (hall  find  the 
Lord  ;for  he  has  faid,  Jer-  xxix.  i2.  13.  '<  Then  (hall  ye  call 
upon  me,  and  ye  (hall  go  and  pray  unto  me,  and  I  willKearken 
unto  you,  and  ye  (hall  feek  me,  and  ye  (hall  find  me,  when  ye 
(hall  fearch  for  me  with  all  your  heart,''  and  with  all  your 
Ibul. 

Now,  before  we  part,  I  have  a  word  to  fay  to  you  that  are 
old  people^,  and  of  a  riper  age. 

The  firll  day  or  firft  week  of  the  new- year,  I  underftand 
ufcs  to  be  very  ill  fpcnt  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  that  per- 
haps to  excefs.  I  would  give  you  that  caveat  or  warning  that 
Chrift  gives  to  all  that  profefs  his  name,  Luke  xxt.  34.  *<  Take 
heed,  left  at  any  time  your  hearts  be  overchargcS  with  fur- 
feiting  and  drunkennefs,  and  caVes  of  this  life,  and  fo  that  day 
(the  day  of  death  and  Judgement)  come  upon  you  unawares/' 
it  is  a  bad  requital  to  God  for  his  goodnefs  thefe  bygone  year$, 
to  begin  the  next  year  with  an  abufingyourfelves,  and  abnfing 
the  good  creatures  of  God  with  any  manner  of  excefs ;  and 
therefore,  let  your  moderation  appear  in  all  things,  for  the  Lotd 

at  hand,  Philip*  iv*  5* 


(    V9    ) 


HcB.  xu  7. — By  faith  Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  thinj^s 
not  feen  as  yet^  moved  with  fear,  prepared  an  ari^  to  the 
fating  of  his  boufe. 

THE  FOURTH  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


WE  read,  Deut.  xxTii.  11.  12.  and  downwards,  o^  two 
great  mountains^  viz.  Mount  Ebal,  and  Mount  Gf« 
rizzim ;  the  one  was  a  mount  of  curfuig:,  and  the  other  of  bleflT* 
ing.  Upon  thefe  two  mountains  God  fets  a  two-fold  throne  ; 
upon  Mount  Ebal  he  places  a  throne  of  julltce,  and  on  the  other 
a  thione  of  grace.  From  Mpunt  J£bal  there  is  an  eruption  of 
woes  and  curfes  againft  all  mankind,  which,  like  the  deluge, 
oveifpreads  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  **  for  all  have  finned 
and  come  (bort  of  the  glory  of  God,"  Rom.  iii.  23.  and  therefore 
the  wrath  of  God,  like  the  fwelling  deluge,  purfues  them  where- 
erer  they  go,  until  they  fly  to  the  mount  of  bleflings,  Mount 
Gerizzim,  or  Mount  Zion,  where  (lands  the  covenant  of  gracef 
the  New  Teftamcnt  Ark,  Jefus  Chrift,  from  which  there  comes 
a  cry  to  the  poor  fmner,  that  knows  not  what  to  do  to  be  faved 
from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  of  the  Lawgiver^ 
•*  Turn  ye  to  your  ftrong  holds,"  Zech.  ix.  12.  enter  into  the 
Ark ;  and  whofoever  doth  fo,  ^^  (hall  not  peri(h,  but  have  ever« 
lafting  life,"  John  iii.  16. 

I  have  been  e(raying  to  caft  up  the  doors  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  Ark,  that  poor  lawcondemned,  jufticc- condemned,  and 
confcience-condemned  fmners  may  taxe  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
be  faved  from  the  deluge.  1  have  named  and  caft  open  fix  of 
them.  ( I.)  The  door  of  the  revelation  of  Chrift  in  the  word, 
for  he  is  revealed  that  finners  may  believe  in  him  and  be  faved. 

i2.)  The  door  of  the  incarnation,  whereby  God  becomes  our 
Unfman  in  the  perfon  of  his  Son,  that  we  may  take  ho!d  of 
the  (kirt  of  him  that  was  a  Jew,  Zech.  viii.  23.  and  go  with 
Mm  and  be  faved.  (3.)  The  door  of  his  perfe£l  obedience  to 
Ae  law,  in  the  room  of  the  firft  Adam,  whereby  the  title  to 
eternal  life,  which  was  loft  by  the  dtfobedience  of  the  firft 
Adam,  is  again  recovered ;  and  thus  he  has  power  to  give  eter- 
nal life  to  whom  he  will,  as  we  fee  he  himfelf  declares,  John 
V.  21,  22.  (4.)  The  door  of  his  fatisfa£iion,  whereby  the 
hand- writing  of  the  curfe  that  was  againftus,and  contrary  to  us. 


wm»  of  itmf^^  fwvrc;  wd  gftr^cmds,  be  iift  ffi 
%llfilllti  iaJ  tWc  die  £ral  io  12s  e«s  rjroi ;  m  J 
jUirlimi  mMO  of  sraisble  i^ames  do  Ulw  it,  m  on 
VI v«  liio  bnrt  of  tiie  hnaAlCt  mad  tfce  ipirif  4)f  tb 
Mf  *  "  l'h«  I^of^  tlic  Lord  God,  icrTdful,"  &x.  ) 
C%(li  1(1  f»b{t^ri^e  hgm*r&j  one  of  liis  i:dzrire  Damcj 
Mk?  ioaPs  ink  fiaiMOc&jr* 

i«  M|tticiiryL.  1^  ca&of  tfar  poor  fouJ  it  itie 
U  uviii|{  nati  'Oh'  I  Mm  wretched  and  znif^mbl 
'  til  irf  ^fviccfitioo  ;  I  am  ttid«ed  a  piciful  1 
^m  ^^nHight  low  by  my  fin  in  Aduin,  nnd  m  my 
'wil  t\4L  Itiy^  I,  **  t  i'mk  in  deep  mire,  where  t\ 
itjinilPgi'*  1  JtDtJw  pfjd  believe  indeed,  that  Jch 
ittlli  IRil  nMiiglt^y  Gt>dt  h  zb\i:  to  help  and  del 
|4ll  ^'tl«t  l4XitliJlt*t<>  life*  finc%  i  da  tidt  koow  bi 
iAli|^^  tttdi  may  exeri  ufelf  in  my  dcdni^'lion  as 
miMV  l'.tWatlc9ti?^  WtHj  to  this  the  Lord  anfvi'en 
viA\\u\  **  I  ttm  the  Lord  God,  Merciful."  *  If  the 
*v-^aMv%  I  ttm  nicii-iful  as  \vt!ll  as  ftrong  :  jutiicc  is  rr 
wvvxe^,  \\\\  ihuni;e  art.  It.  xxviii.  21.  but  I  deligiu 
.\jtiv.  \  Uv  ivS,  *•  My  bowels  arc!  turned  within  irf%  pj 
^'UUa^i  uio  kindled  together,"  Hoi",  xi.  o.  Uitii  1  •, 
\w»  u»v  ^tet\\Y  ^'  Tiay,  Sirt,,  what  is  mercy  !^  but 
tx>a:  .uk!  UKiiDHtioa  in  Ciod  to  do  2'oad  t:^  and  I.lId 
I,  Altlriji  4^  the  V  tiv  [iwj/i'i'  *>I'ject  aod  hi'^ 
vi^iiV  iit*th  m'fetk  4  Mid  iSLTcfaTTc^  *  Ct  mats 
ii»'i  .*  IihA  i»*  *o/  m^rcv  ilmvinj^  ciut  thmn-^h  the 
i^y  ^^eitiitl  S4>;)/     Uui  ft  tbirJ  litV  I5  she  tiAm*\ 

te^  *  i  itki  tatf  c*l*  :^?  *i'>tl  tiiiKrjbTe  cmtbir:*  ijp- 
I  fiat  Ctvjtumo  \^  *U  ^rjice,  vu'  ail  j^i^^J-ttl^  ,   1  h  ,V3 

^p  '  ^-^  *  I  am  G»-iri^*i*j%     I  -^  ;;*.:  i^^  ^t 

lUlbiV?  tieepocr,   hltn^  Gjk^   1 
-  5^  aihl  a&t  tg  s:iYe  «  ti  coc^c  jrd 

iid^ftltfcrace  ^^  jfuoifi  ei:i  rHm 


mf  ti?L'^':' 


a  a  pcclaiDp3M  ^     ^ 

I  and  trade  cf  fa  aci  icaeslKa  ars=:±  -r  •-  -:«  1 
d  God  will  cadoTc  oe  »  j  ^cs" .  -b^  bt  r  j=3 
lid  gone.'  We2te2,  ari  roeLcn.  *  -  an  ^;^i-3r«.  % 

My  psrier.ce  sowaiii  fcaers  a  i*^  iairi  »-sr:  i-:: .    5r 
dccdl{iidi*ocf5falocxAs2u£4^xiss'i«r».'=:'  L't« 
ftlicangcis  that  !*;  far thuT-T'myacirtfcrr  L  --rf 
:rc  tun:ed  oct  rf  ::«tt*t,  wiS  ;«£  o  a.  r-s=^rje 
;  darkiKii,  in  irbflch  tbej  srt  *  r!iKn«t  wxi  titt^:^^ 
the  peat  da V,-'  Jaae  7.    Bet  r -»  j  »«  317  ovrivr  rf 
re  towardi  i'''^^  «  Ari3.-"f  f»if.  ••^fr^  laru* 
iffiuned,  wkc=  I  ?;:£td  b7  irx  t:  r- j  aac  fcl     I  an. 
ifkC  that  aoT  of  tbe-n  rb^^ld  >e*^  asz  ^ac  sL  Ivmiif 
J  repentance,  s  Pet-  :iL  >     *"  1  i*!^  »  lieafc-  is 
eath,  but  rather  that  zzjty  t=r--  ^«"':  s«  vitf   i*«*.^ 
usiii.  II.     Ari,  tbcre:>TE,  *"   !  -"Tfi  Aac  !  xay  w 
c  "  If.  XXX.  18-     1  ftasc  T^  ae  -^  ixc  *r.i  c-occ  1 
any  man,  bt:  vrh2Z  he  w:.*.,  w:3  "  •  «r  -  ▼  i^ii:-,  aciC 
le  door,  I  ^'iil  cc:::c  hz*  ic;  h  t,  i.'il  •»'1  :i-  -p-.-i  s;*h^ 
w-.thmc,"  R=v.  iii    2C.     Wiac  5$  Isr-ii&^-Tf     vJ! 
:e  est2r.di.'i  ar.d  liretch*:  cit  'a^r'-.-.'r  il  -rXT^-^-mrjt, 
voiid  all  deiervice-     *  1:  i  "vi  *i^c  «  -«it  v.  :v  1  -?• 
d  caft  thee  xto  heil,  I  ls-t;  - -.:  :»i-  •«:  -j-jivL:^^  y<  ■.*:- 
dry;  bet  1  h2.TC  bi-Jicn^   oottl  •s.:\  s^  t  t  <v,-  -«r:.t 
dnefs,  and  to   ihts  dij  **  i  isr-d  -n;r.   ;i^   o^-f  •-.J- •! 
of  love  and  mercy,  cryxr.r,  h/t^'j£  ste,   te:;vt^   r:u»  " 
r.  I.  "  Turn  ye,  lura  yr,  ts'zj  t:..:  t*   c  -  - "  Ii>/:. 
i.  2.     Bar, 
May  tiie  peer  doubtine  fcul  far,  »  T;/»:t   -tiy,  \rti 

and   is,    fuch   aa   abcur.d:r?   ct    5-i    laj   ii<jc*ii«tit 
me,  that  my  fin  is  hke  uo::,  :hc  zztmZ  :r.^.^r.z.iiz.i,    ^  ii 
up  into  the  heavens,  and  cr:*>  for  "aruh  ir.d  Tt^t»r5*c* 
the  fin  of  Sodcm  ;  and  therefore  I  Tt^i  W^c  £r .-  :-^.-..  -  ^ 
ndigxuinca  ar.d  wrath.*     Vc;!  b^.%  fays  !L*  L'::,  L'T   i 
0  that  thou  irr  nbcr.dant  in  ?  !c>.«tds<»^:^,  r  t   - :  -  •   yf 
VDAKT  IK  G00D)fE55.     As  If  he  rtl  I'i.^,  *  1  *  T  -'  .-.  en- 
and  finfulncfs,  though  itbt  rrcat,  yet  :? :,  1^:  :>.'*  v  -.r^tri- 
aod  finfulne(s  of  a  finite  ct^:i; re ;  but  a-T  r'<<'^'i  >. 
goodneb  of  an  infinite  God,  tiiat  cas  tat-.tl,*:,'*::  \^  -r. 
lad;  aod  therefore  coa.e  to  ir.e,  asd  get  ari  ?r,T  -ir^Ti 
"•^-^ .  accordi?'5  to  my  riches  in  glory,  Sn-C-.:.'-  Sr'*.- 
'is  fnci!,  that  1  am  ^ocrirrcn  to  ti*  *-.  J  -,*.t 
1  n«ke  the  fun  10  riie,  a-4  rf^t  Tiio  v>  f ,  :^  -.^ 
^  e gooil,  upor.  the y-?.  1- d  u-.:  - '-,  M v:'  .  -i^! , V 


^10  7X*  NeU}  Tefiament  Ark  Qptntd 

,  35  cajieclledj  and  the  bond  Ijing  in  the  band  of  juftice,  vAxiA 
bound  us  over  to  wrat^i,  is  retired^  Gal,  iii,  13,  ^*  Chfii 
hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  \ 
curie  for  us/'  fj.)  1  told  you,  that  the  great  and  precious 
cfpecialljr  the  abfoliite  uncondutonal  promifes  of  the  covenan 
of  giiice  (every  one  of  them),  is  a  door  of  entrance  into  th 
New  Teftament  Ark ;  all  which  promifes  come  Indorfed  t 
Ciaierti  that  are  afar  oS*,  and  to  them  that  are  near,  \L  Ivii*  ig 
A6.^  h'  39*  for  their  encouragement  to  take  hold  of  them  1 
ropes  of  ial ration,  whereby  they  may  be  drawn  up  out  of  tfai 
luiintTj;  deluge  of  wrath,  mto  the  Ark  Chriil,  in  whooi  il 
the  promifes  of  God  are  yea  and  amen,  1  Cor>  u  20+  (6/ 
The  iafl  door  that  I  named  was  the  door  of  God,  thefl 
thcr's  donation  or  gift  of  his  Son  ss  a  Saviour,  by  price  atsi 
power  ;  by  the  price  of  his  blood,  and  the  power  of  hi 
Spirit.  He  hath  given  him  to  be  a  Saviour,  a  Wttncfd 
Leader^  Commander.  And  for  what  end  is  a  gift  gi%'eri  ^m 
tt'^dered,  bat  that  it  may  be  received?  Thefe  1  have  aircadj 
fpoke  to. 

^thly,  I  proceed  now  to  open  Tijeventh  door  by  which  fait! 
enters  into  t!;e  New  Teftament  Ark,  and  that  is,  the  name  0 
God,  as  it  IS  revealed  through  Chrift  in  the  glorious  gofpel 
**  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  ftiong  tower,  unto  which  thi 
righteous  runneth,"  Pro  v.  xviii.  10,  and  to  which  the  finnei 
may  run,  and  be  faved.  Pfal.  ix.  9.  "  They  that  know  th] 
name  will  put  their  trufl  in  thee  :"  he  that  walketh  in  dark 
nefs,  and  hath  no  Hgijt,  he  is  called  to  "  trufl  in  the  name  oi 
the  Lord,  and  to  ftay  himfelf  upon  his  God,"  If.  1.  10.  Froir 
thefe  and  the  like  fcriptures  you  fee,  that  the  name  of  a  God 
in  Chrift  is  given  as  a  blefTed  ground  of  faith,  truft,  and  con- 
fidence :  and  no  wonder,  confidering  that  God  is  in  Chrift  re- 
conciling the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  tref« 
pafles  unto  them,"  2  Cor.  v.  19. 

But  I  fliall  at  prefent  inlift  a  little  on  that  name  of  God 
which  he  revealed  and  proclaimed  unto  Mofes,  when  he  con- 
defcended,  at  his  requeft,  to  make  all  his  glory  to  pafs  before 
him,  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  7.  "  And  the  Lord  pafled  by  before 
him,  and  proclaimed,  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 
gracious,  long-fufFering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth, 
keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  trauf- 
greflion  and  fin,  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty." 

Now,  let  us  confider  this  name  of  the  Lord  a  little,  and 
fee  whether  there  be  not  enough  in  it  to  put  unbelief  for  ever 
out  of  countenance. 

It  is  a  moft  certain  truth,  that  igaorance  of  God,  and  o: 
I  wha 


«^MEtf  iii  DeUtgt  o/Divm  Wrtkh.  321 

>|ilt  Jbe  is  in  ChnS,  ia  the  verjmotber  ofiinbdief,  bj  which 
we  mre  tamed  awaj  from  the. living  God  as  an  enemy*    Satan 
knonB  Ais  very  well ;  and  therefore  his  great  flight  and  cun- 
ning ii^  to  fix  the  eye  o£  a  finoer,  whofe  confcience  is  awaken- 
cdy  n|K)nits  ilnful«  u^ilerabls,  and  deplorable  condition,  and  * 
ceprelcnta  God  unto  him  as  a  God  of  inexorable  juftice,  an 
avenging  enemy,  a  confnmiog  fire,  that  fo  he  may  till-  it  with 
defpeAti^on^  and  put  it  in  the  fame  cafe  witli  hinifelf  ;'ap.d  he 
endoivOnrs  with  might  and  .main  to  hide  and-  conceal  the  n^ 
vclatioii  that  God  has  made  of  his  name  to  ns  through  Chrtft, 
aoeording  to  what  the  apoftle  f<iys,  2  Cor.  tV«  4.  *'  The  God 
of  thtis  world  hathblinded  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  nor, 
left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Ghrift,  who  is  the 
image  of  God,  fliould  &ine  unto  tii^m.*^     But  in  fpite  of  the 
devil,  and  all  his  art  and  cnnning,  to  fmother  the  name  of 
oj»r  God  Jn  Cbrift,  let  U9  ftudy  to  difplay  the  name  of  the 
tord,  :#s  he  has  him&If  proclaimed  it  in  that  place  juil  now 
cited^  iiQd  ibe  if  there  be  not  a  noble  and  gbrious  ground  of 
faith  and  confidence  for 'the  finner,  however  defperate  and  de« 
^orable  bis  cafe  may  appear  to  be  in  his  own  fenfe. 

x«  You  fee  that  his  firil  name  is  a  name  of  glory,  great* 
oefs,  and  majefty,  The  Losd,  The  Lord  God.     This,  I 
(ay,  b  a  name  of  great  and  glorious  majefly,  and  is  premiied 
0(  fet  forth  in  t!ie  front,  to  let  us  know  what  God  is  in  him- 
feif ;  |hat  be  is  the  infinite,  eternal,  and  unchangeable  Being ; 
that  he  ''  fills  heaven  and  earth,"  Jer.  ixiii.  24. ;  that  ^*  he 
tkath  heaven  for  his  throne,  and  the  earth  for  liis  footftool,- 
ir.  Uvi.  I. ;  that  ^^  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  are  re- 
puted before  him  but  as  nothing,"  Dan.  iv.  35.  yea,  "  lefs 
;ban' nothing;,  and  vanity,"    If.  xl.  17,      God,  in  the  Jirji 
place,  1  fay,  wUl  have  us  to  know  what  he  is  in  himfelf,  and 
)isw  we,  and  all  creature^;,  '*  do  live,  and  move,  and  )iave 
ottf  being  in  him,"  Ads  .wii.  28.     Thefe,  and  the  like  im- 
pcelBon^  of  the  glorious  inajefty  of  God,  are  the  foundation 
of  aU  tr#ie  faith,  and  of  ail  lelij^'ous  worlhip  and  atljration. 
Tne  foul  f^ts  fucli  v  *;ws  and  difcoveries  of  the  glorious  ma- 
jefty  of  God,  as  (Irikes   it  with  a  bejoming  awe  and  reve- 
rence of  him  ;    fo  that  the  foul  cries  out,   as  Mofes,  E^xod. 
!?•  II.  ••  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  'amoig  the  gods  ? 
who  is  like  thee,    glorious  in    holinefs,  fearful  in  praifes, 
4>ing  wonders?"     Oh!  who  **  fliall  afcend  his  holy  hill,  or 
abide  in  his  tabernacle  ?"     And  like  the  poor  publican,  under 
ftienfe  of  fin,  and  apprehcrifions  of  the  infinite  maje'ty  ot  God, 
ftands  afar  off,  fmitcs  on  his  bread,  r.nd  cries,  "  God  be  mer- 
ciful to  'oe  a  finner,"  Luke  xviii.  13.     But  now,  thougii  this 
Vol.  IIL  S  f   '  ramjU 


321  tieNtui^ifiamimtArkmfimd 

aawQe  of  'm}t&j^  powrr,  and  greatneis,  be  firft  prefenfed  to 
littmUe,  and  tbtfo  the  bvl  in  its'dwa  tjw  ;  yet  fee  what  a 
glorious  traia  of  amiable  names  do  follow  it,  in  ordi^  €0  re^ 
vive  the  heart  of  the  homble,  and  die  fpirrt  of  the  cotitriie 
^Qe ;  "  The  Lord-,  .the  Lord  God,  merciful/'  &c.  It  is  plea^ 
{tot  to  obferve  how  eirerj  oqo  of  his  relative  names  do  aafwer 
<be.  foul's  cafe  and  necdBty, 

2.  Mekciful.  The  cafe  of  the  poor  foul  is  foeh,  that  it 
is  crying  out,  ^  Oh  i  I  am  wretched  and  mif<*irable  beyond 
^KprefSon  or  conception:  I  am  indeed  a  pitifttl  ofajeft :  1 
^aa  brought  low  by  my  fin  in  Adam, :  and  in  my  own  per- 
fon  ;  Pfal.  Ixix*:  a.  "  I  fiak  in  deep  mire^  where  there  k  no 
ilftoding.''  '  I  kno^  arid  believe  indeed,  that  Jehovah^  the 
i^rpng  and  al/nighty  God,  is  able  to  help  and  deliver  roe'i 
but  what  fays  that  to  me,  fince  1  do. not  know  bvt  his  al- 
anighty  arm  may  exert  itielf  in  my  deiiriv&ion  as  readfljras 
in.my  falvatloo?'  '.  Well,  to  this  the 'Lord  anfwers,  in*  that 
name,  'M  am  the  Lord  God,  MERCiruL."  *  If  thod  be  mi- 
fetable,  I  am  merciful  as  well  as  ftrong :  jnftice  is  my  ftrange 
work,  my.flran^  aft.  If.  xxviii.  ii.  but  I  delight  in  mercy, 
3M[ic.  vii.  i8.  *'  My  bowels  arc  turned  within  me,  and  my  re 
pentings  are  kindled  together,"  Hof.  xi.  8.  until  I  get  a  vcot 
to  my  raetcyr*  Pray,  Sirs,  what  is  mercy?  but  a  ftroiig 
bpnt  and  inclination  in  God  to  do  good  to  and  help  a  finner 
in  mifery.  Mifery  is  the  very  proper  objeft  and  fubjeA  upon 
which  mercy  dotli  ^^rk ;  aud  therefore,  *  O  miferable  fin- 
der I  truft  ill  my  mercy  flowing  out  throOgh  the  blood  of 
iny  etierual  Son.'     But  a  third  title  is  the  name, 

3.  Gracious.     May  tlie  poor  guilty  and  convinced  finner  • 
fay,  *  I  am  one  of  th«  moll  miferable  creatures  upon  earth ; 
I  am  deflitutc  of  nil  grace,  of  all  jrocdnefs ;  I  have  no  quali- 
fications to  commcad  me  unto  a  God  of  mercy,'     Well  but, 
fays  the  Lor:l,  *  1  am  Gracious.     I  :Io  not  feek  any  grace,  : 
goodncfs,  or  qualifications,  in  the  (inner,  to  commend  him 
to  me ;  but  I  v;ould  have  the  poor,  blind,  naked,  miferable 
finner,  to  come  to  get,  and  not  to  give  1  to  come  and  get  goW  j 
tried  in  the  fire,  white  raiment,  cye-falve,  Rev.  iii.  18.  milk  ' 
and  hor4ey.  If.  li.  t.  and  all  grace  and  goodnefs  from  me,  jrrff-  ' 
tjs,  freely,  **  xvitljciit  money,  and  v/ithotit  price.**     Do  not  ' 
feck    for   uitli,    repentance,    love,    humility, -brokcnnefs  of  , 
heart,  as  a  price  to  purcliaf?  ^race  T,::d  favour  at  the  hand  of  ^ 
God :    but  come,  deftitute  of  all  grace,  "  to  the  throne  of. 
grace,  that  vc  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace,^'  Hcb.  iv.  i6» 
But, 

'.  May  the  poor  convinced  and  awakened  finner  fiy,  ' ' 
.  fcarii 
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in  a  prefoiDptaoiis  finccr,  and  have  gone  on  fo  loo'g 
6t  and  trade  of  fin  and  rebellion  agamft  God,  that*  T 
id  God  will  endure  me  no  longer ;  my  day  of  grace 
md  gone.'  Well  but,  fays  the  Lord,  ^  I  am  LoiiG-su^^  ^ 
:  My  patience  towards  finners  is  not  foon  \rorn  out.  It, 
adeed  1  didoot  fuffer  long  the  indignities  that  werc^  ddnef 
y.  the  angels  that  £^1  for  that  very  oioment  they  finned 
ere  turned  out  of  heaven,  and  laid  up  in  everlaftiog 
f  darknedsy  in  which  they  are  •*  referved  unto  thejudge- 
'  the  great  day/'  Jude  6.  But  this  is  ndt  my  method  of 
JT^  towards  finners  of  Adam's  family,  whofe  nature 
Kfiumedy  ivken  I  pafTed  by  the  angels  that  fell.  I  am 
ing-that  any  of  them  fhould  pcrift^  but  that  all  fhould 
3  tepenunce^  i  Pet.  iii.  9.  '*  1  have  no  pleafure  in 
eath,  but  rather  that  they  turn  nnto  me  and  live,** 
cxxiii.  II.  And,  therefore,  **  I  wait  tliat  I  may  bo 
s/'  If.  xzz.  18.  1  ftand  yet  at  rh«  door  and  knock  ; 
my  roan,  be  what  he  will,  will  '^  hesMT  my  voice,  and 
e  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  fup  with  htm^ 
with  me,"  Rev.  iii.  20.  What  is  long-fufiering  !  but 
:  extended  and  Hretched  out  beyond  all  expe^tion^ 
'Ond  all  deferving.  '  If  I  had  had  a  mind  to  cut  thee 
i  caft  thee  into  hell,  I  have  not  wanted  occafion  and  op^ 
ty  J  but  1  have  hitherto  born  with  all  tliy  folly  and 
nefs,  and  to  this  day  "  I  ftand  with  the  outll retched* 
f  love  and  mercy,  crying,  Behold  me,  behold  me," 

1.  "  Turn  ycy  turn  ye,  why  will  ye  die?'  £xek. 

2.  But, 

lay  the  poor  doubting  foul  fay,  *  There  may,  has 
and  is,  fuch  an  abounding  of  fin  and  wickedneis 
le,  that  my  fin  is  like  unto  the  great  mountains,  it  is 
p  into  the  heavens,  and  cries  for  wrath  and  vengeance 
e  fin  of  Sodom  ;  and  therefore  I  need  look  for  nothing 
iignation  and  wrath.'  Well  but,  fays  the  Lord,  Let  it 
that  thou  art  abundant  in  wickednefs,  my  name  i* 
3ANT  IK  Goodness.  As  if  he  had  faid,  *  Thy  wickcd- 
d  finfulnefs,  though  it  be*great,  yet  it  is  but  the  wickcd- 
id  finfulnefs  of  a  finite  creature ;  but  my  goodnefs  is 
jdncfs  of  an  infinite  God,  that  can  never  never  be  ex- 
i ;  aod  therefore  come  to  me,  and  get  all  thy  wants 
»d,  accordirg  to  my  riches  in  glory,  by  Chrift  Jefus. 
odnefs  is  fuch,  that  I  am  gootl  even  to  the  evil  and 
kfiii :  I  ntake  ttie  fun  to  rife,  and  tlie  rain  to  fall,  oti 
1  and  on  the  pooti,  upon  the  ji:fl  and  unjufl,  Mattb.  ^.45-, 

My 


My  goodners  extends  utiEO  all  ;  and  therefore  coot 
come,  open  thy  mouth  wide  and  1  will  fill  it,  Pfal.  Ixx3 
Oh  !  taile  and  fee  how  good  I  stti,  PfaK  xxjdv»  8*  My 
fures  are  full,  and  they  are  open :  O,  tlierefore^  who: 
will,  let  him  take  of  my  goodaefs  freely.  Oh  \  eat  y 
which  is  good,  and  let  thy  foul  delight  itfclf  an  the  abut 
of  my  goodnefs.  If.  Iv.  a.  **  I  fiitbfy  the  defire  of  the 
ing  foiU/'  Pfal,  cvii.  9* 

6.  May  the  poor  foul  f^y,  "  1  can  receive  no  good  at  tht 
of  the  Lord ;  for  1  have  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  tha 
his  truth  and  fa^thfulnef^  in  qucflion..  1  fee  indeed  gre 
precious  promife^  in  the  word,  but  I  dare  not  lay  cl? 
them  I  1  doubt  and  fear  that  1  may  not  meddle  with  them 
when  1  prefume  to  meddle  wiUi  them,  tny  unbelieving 
draws  back  my  hand,  faying,  "  His  promife  las  Is  for 
TQore  :*'  and  thus  1  lofe  the  benefit  of  God*s  protnile,' 
i^ys  God,  *  To  cure  thee,  O  man,  of  thy  unbdief,  I  p 
my  name  to  thee,  not  only  as  abundant  in  goodnefs,  t 
TRUTH.  My  name  is  faithful  and  true,  Rev.  xi; 
*'  Righteoufnefs  is  the  girdle  of  my  loins,  and  faithfuln< 
girdle  of  my  reins,'*  If.  xi.  5.  **  It  is  impoffible  for 
lie,"  Tit.  i.  2.  "  My  failhrulnefs  is  eiiabliihed  in  th 
heavens,"  Pfal.  xxxvi.  5.  Yea,  *'  heaven  and  earth  (ha 
away  ;  but  one  jot,  or  one  tittle,  of  my  word  fhall  r 
to  the  ground,"  Matth.  v.  18;  and  therefore  thou  n 
with  the  greatell  fafety,  truit  my  word  of  promife.  It 
a  thing  that  I  can  come  and  go  upon  :  it  is  not  yea  t 
and  nay  to-morrow  ;  but  it  is  always  yea  and  amen, 
i.  17.  18.  And  therefore  believe  the  promife;  fet 
feal  to  it ;  for  thou  canft  not  put  a  greater  honour  up? 
than  to  fet  to  the  feal  that  I  am  true,  John  iii.  33.  The 
"  Believe  and  fee  the  falvation  of  God,"  If.  Iii.  ro. 

7.  O,  may  the  poor  trembling  foul  fay,  *  What  i 
has  (hut  up  his  tender  mercies  m  wrath,  and  fo  will 
vourable  np  more?'  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  7.  9.  Unto  this  it 
fwereJ,  1  keep  mercy  for  thousands,  7.  ^.  *  I  have  e 
ed  mercy  to  thoufands,  that  is,  innumerable  multitude 
yet  my  treafures  of  grace  and  mercy  are  as  full  a; 
and  I  am  as  ready  to  extend  my  mercy  to  thoufa 
perfons,  yea,  tlioufands  of  generations,  as  ever :  *'  \ 
focver  believes  in  my  name,  lliall  not  pcriih,  but  have 
lading  life,"  John  iii.  16.  *'  As  the  heavens  are  highe 
the  earth,  fo  are  my  thougiits  higher  than  your  thoi 
If.  Iv.  9. 

8.  Might  the  fmner  fay,  *  My  fms  arc  fo  many,  ti;( 
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been  fio  multiplied  aod  highly  aggravated,  that  I  fear  he  will 
r  forgive  me*'    Unto  this  the  Lord  anfwers,  I  farbok 


mv^vtx^  .TRANSORESSION,  XHM  8IK,  I.  e.  all  manner  of  fia 
ulid  provocation  that  can  be  thought  on ;  and  though  youf 
fioa.be  red  as  fearlct.and  crim&n,  I  will  make  them  as  V(Fbite 
as  iboWt  and  as  wool.  If.  i.  i8.  There  is  plenteous  reden^p- 
tioQ  widi  me  that  I  may  be  fought  unto ;  and  therefore  fear 
not,  only  believe  %,  for  this  is  ay  prerogative,  that  I  love  to 
difplay,  **  I,  even  T,  ain  he  that  olottetb  out  thy  tranfgreffiontf 
for  my  own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins,"  If.  ^iii.  25. 

Thm  you  fee  what  a  wide  door  is  opened  in  the  New  Tefid^ 
iacDX  Ark,  or  what  a  noble  ground  of  £uth  is  laid  in  that 
name  of  God  proclaimed  to  Mbfes. 

But  now,  becaufe  finneni  are  ready,  like  the  fpider,  tofock 
pmfen  out  of  this  rich  declaration  of  the  name  of  God,  mer- 
ctfbl  and  gracious,  and  to  turn  his  grace  unto  wantonnefs, 
beying,  '  If  this  be  the  cafe,  we  will  fin,  that  grace  may 
abound,  Rom.  vi.  i.  .  We  need  not  fear  the  wrath  of  fuch  a 
merdfnl  God :'  Therefore  obferve  what  an  awfnt  word  im^ 
mediately  follows.  Who  will  bt  no  m£ak9  clear  th£ 
GUILTY,  q.  d.  *  Tbe  deiign  of  all  this  grace  and  mercy  which 
I  have  proclaimed,  is  to  lead  iinners  to  repentance,  through 
an  apprehenlion  of  my  mercy  in  Chrill ;  but  if  any  ihall 
abufe  my  name.  Merciful  and  Gracious,  to  encourage  thero^ 
felves  in  a  way  of  fin  and  rebellion  againit  my  authority,  let 
them  know  that  I  will  by  no  means  dear  fuch  perfons :  No, 
no,  he  **  is  condemned  already,  and  my  W(^th  abideth  on 
him,"  John  iii.  18.  36.  And  when  ^'he  turns  this  grace  un- 
to wantdnnefs,  he  but  treafures  up  wxath-  againft  the  day  of 
wrath,  and  the  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgement  of  God/' 
Rom.  ii.  5*  And  therefore,  *^  Let  the  wicked  foffake  his 
way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,"  If.  Iv.  7.  "  and 
kt  him  return  unto  the  Lord,"  from  this  confideration,  that 
**  I  am  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious ;  fury 
is  not  in  me,"  if.  ±xvii.  4.  I  do  ndt  delight  in  the  death  of 
finners,  £zek.  xxxiii.  2.  but  am  ready  to  fbew  mercy  to  thou* 
lands.  But  if  he  will  harden  himfelf  in  fin  becaufe  I  am 
merciful  and  gracious,  he  will  do  it  to  his  coll ;  for  **  who 
would  fet  the  briars  and  thorns  againft  me  in  battle  ?  I  would 
go  through  them,  I  would  burn  them  together,"  K.  xxvii.  4. 
**  But  let  him  take  hold  of  my  ftrength  (the  man  of  my  right 
hand),  that  he  may  make  peace  with  me,  and  he  fiiall  make 
^eace  with  me,"  If.  Iv.  7. 

H£B. 
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Ho.  xi*7— J5y  ^fVS  Xctth  temg  ivirncd  qT  Girf  if, 
n^Jun  ak  ytt^  movid  "wkh  ftar^  ptpur^dan  ark  t^ 
m/rj  Af  iiV  h^ufi* 

TSE  riTTH  SEBJtfOH  Oy  THIS  TEKT*       , 

I  AM  fpcHkinj^  of  Clirifl,  the  Nei*^  Tdiiuncmt  Arl 
^Uicb  fmricra  a.rc  to  coter^  in  ortltrr  to  their  bein| 
from  the*  deluge  of  divine  wrath  aaJ  veDgt^aticc*  j 
would  not  wiCi  to  bare , the  bio€ti  of  any  i'ool  m  rhi-a  an 
or  under  fi:y  charge^  upon  mj  head  \  and  t  litre  fore 
bcca  eiYajiog  to  fliew  yoti  a  way  of  eib^ipc  ;  ntni  for  tl 
1  have  already  cfTayed  to  open  fcven  doors  by  which  ji 
enter  by  faith  ijito  this  New  Teilairjcnt  Ark,  1  h?.v 
few  mere  to  opea  :  and  O  that,  while  I  am  opening 
God  may  pcriuade  and  enable  you  to  enter  in  : 
favcd. 

ift^  then.  The  conimiffion  Chrifl  got  from  his  Fai 
fave  and  redecii  lo(t  finners  of  Adam's  family,  is  n  j 
door  by  which  entrance  is  to  be  had  into  the  New  Te; 
Ark.  He  did  not  take  this  office  unto  hiiufelf,  but  w 
ed  of  God,  as  was  Aaron,  Heb-  v.  4,  If.  xlii.  6.""  1  il 
have  called  theil  in  rrglucoufnefs,  and  will  hold  tliir.i 
and  will  help:thee."  You  knew,  when  a  man  is  re 
called  or  ordained  unto  any  office,  it  is  a  fufficient  > 
for  any  man  to  employ  him  in  liis  office ;  and  when  h( 
ployed,  lie  is  obli^:,f  d  to  difLhr.rgc  the  duties  of  liis  cffi 
tliofe  that  employ  him :  Well,  Sirs,  this  is  the  ve 
with  Ghriit,  And,  to  dear  this,  confider  thcle 
culars. 

1.  He  was  eleded  ui;to  his  ollicc  as  a  Saviour,  If. 
"  Behold  my  fervant  whom   1  uphold,  mine  clccl,  ii 
my  foul  delighteth."     Hence  he  tells  us,  Pro  v.  viii.  2 
he  "  was  fet  up  from  everlailmg,  from  the  bcginniiig, 
the  earth  was." 

2.  He  was  Anointed,  fitted,  and  furnlTned,  with  ii 
grace:^,  and  endowments,  ncccffiary  for  tijc  dilchargc  ol 
ving  work.  Hence  he  himfclf  declares.  If.  Ixi.  6.  **  ' 
rit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upo-i  me,  bccaufc  tlic  Lni 
anointed  me  to  preach  g<^nd  tidings  to  the  w-Cc 
xlii.   5.  "  I  have  (fays  -he  iMtiier^  pur  iv.y  fpint  up 
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t!»rfa;ew  ooaa  him^  fraei  )iea««,  «Ar^«jri  ImH  i 

,  mal  Ik  Wd  «  fiai^ 
wDii^  w^ich  tii^  F^ibtfr  fm  Htm  «9  do*'* 
5.  Hm  0pmB  hh  cootmiffiiKiv  «»4  itocUres  MiDMf  to  b« 
E  Sent  of  Gad,  tbegmt  Ambt&sd&t  ^  hmwtm^  wi 

aba  iiL  17.  ^  Gcd  ttni  sex  ^h  Son  tntia  the  world  la 
the  wofid,  but  thitf  tfhp  wofki  tHrou|;h  htm  aiif^c 

.*•  Jobo  i*.  34-  **  Mf  mrat  i^  t»*  4cj  ti»e  will  eif  him 
f«ot  me,  and  t^  6nifli  his  work,**  Jnhn  Itti,  44.  45*  J<* 
fos  Crted,  3xid  f^d,  **  He  that  bHie^et?!  ^n  nw^  bfJicvclH  ncit 
9^  mc,  bat  on  him  thit  feni  mc  j  and  hi  Oxi  fi?ctH  oje,  fcertl 
irnn  tWt  fcnt  m^* 

^.  He  not  onlv  opens  his  commiiTion,  bat  ihews  Ins  Fa- 
therms  fcal  appended  to  his  coramiffion,  John  vi.  27,  **  Him 
hath  God  the  Father  fealed."  He  was  Iblcmnly  fealcd  at  his 
[olemu  inaaguratioD,  when  baptifed  bj  Jdhn  in  Jordan,  Matth. 
ill.  at  the  dofe,  when  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Spirit  ot 
God  defcended  in  the  likencfs  of  a  dove,  and  his  Father  tclli- 
fied  concerning  him,  witli  an  audible  voicCj  dying,  "  Tlus  is 
my  beloved  S^a  in  whom  I  am  well  plcifed."  Ever/  mi- 
racle he  wrought,  in  raifin;:;  the  dcad,*op^uing  the  cjes  of  the 
blind,  opening  the  cr.rs  of  the  deaf,  curing  all  manner  of 
iifeafcs  by  a  touch  of  his  hand,  or  word- of  his  moutli,  his 
rcfurrcclion  from  the  dead,  and  poiiniagoutof  his  fpirit  upon 
lis  difciples  in  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  endowing  them  with 
)owcr  from  vn  high,  &c.  all  thtll",  and  naany  other  tilings, 
vcrc  folcmn  feals  appended  to  lii:i  commiflion. 
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7«  As  he  himfelf  iw  fent  and  conunxi&Dned  bj  his  Father. 
ip  fends  he  bis  apoIUes  and  other  miuifters  to  proclaim  and 
'  yobliib  tbegofpel  of  the  grac^  of  God  uoto  all  the  world.  ^*  As 
my  Father  hath  fent  mey  even  fo  fend  I  you,*!  John  xx»  ax*  And 
what  comniiffion  gives  he  them  ?  Mark'xvi.  15.  '^  Go  ye  (£ij9 
he^uDtoall  the  world^and  preach. the  pofpel  to  every  creature,'^ 
Matth.  9cxviti.  at  the  clo&.  f*  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptifing  theox  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  teaching  them  to  obferve  all 
thing?  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  :  and  lo  I  am:  with 
you  al way,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world/'  Hencef  we 
are  ambafladors  for  Chriil,  .we  pray  you  in  Ghrift's  ftead^  as 
though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God^V 
a  Cor.  V.  ao^.  Now,  I  b^j^  is  there  not  in  all  this  '  m  ckar 
and  fair  ground  laid  for  your  believing,  or  entering  into  the 
New  Teftament  Afk?'  0,  Sirs,  ponder  Chrifl's  commiflian 
from  the  Father ;  for  this  f  is  the  work  of  God,  that  y^  be- 
lieve in  him  whom  he  bath  fent,"  John  vi.  ap.  See  that  ye 
do  not  refufe  him  that  fpeaketb,  Heb.  xii.  35.  from  heaVeo, 
for  it  is  his  father's  fol^mn  comnjand,  "  Hear  ye  him,? 
Matth.  iii.  la&,  i.  e.  believe  in  his  name,  for  they  that  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  him  ihall  pepfli  in  the  deluge. 

idly^  Ch rift's  declared  ability  and  fufiiciency  to  fave  is  an* 
other  door  for  faith  to  enter  into  the  New  Teftament  Ark. 
No  man  will  resuiily  $nter  into  the  oce^n  upon  an  infufficieot 
bottom.  If  one  that  is  on  a  yoyage  to  a  foreign  country 
get  the  Icaft  notice  or  advice,  that  (uch  a  {hip  is  infuiBcienti 
or  if  he  have  but  a  fufpicjoh  th^^  it  is  fo,  he  will  turn  away 
from  her,  and  will  n<;ither  venture  his  perfon  nor  his  good* 
into  her.  This  is  the  cafe  with  c\'ery  legalifl  and  ijpbelicvcT: 
he  has  u  fecret  fufpicion  \^  his  ht-art,  that  Chri(t  alone  is  not 
fufficicnt  to  faye  him  :  Anrl  therefore  he  will  rather  venture  his 
eternal  life  upon  the  g<:ner.jl  mercy  of  Go4l,or  upon  the  law,an4 
the  works  of  the  law,  upon  his  o%vn  inherent  grace,  his  duties 
and  pood  qualifications  than  upon  Chrilt  j  9r  i(  he  dots  not 
ftt  Cliriit  afide  altogether,  he  will  venture  partly  upon  Chrifty 
and  partly  upon  fom'rthing  done  by  hipifclf ;  *  Chrift  and  xm\^ 
faith,  Chrift  and  my  works  and  duties,  Chrift  and  my  obedi- 
cnce,  Chrift  and  my  tears,  prayers,  will,  I  hope,  do  my  buft- 
nefs,  and  fave  me  from  the  delu;:c  of  God's  wrath.*  Kcw,  I 
fay,  whence  comes  all  this,  but  from  a  fecret  jealoufy  and  fuP 
picjo?!  of  Chrift's  ability  and  fuflicieiicy,  and  that  he  alone  u 
not  to  be  lippcned  unto?  Anti  l.ence,  throujjh  an  evil  heart  ^ 
of  unbelief,  they  turn  away  from  him,  and  lay  the  ftrcfs  of 
th^ir  falvation  upon  this,  and  th.  t,  and  the  other  broken  plank 
f  of 
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|Now,  to  conrinoe  job  of  Lis  abilitr  and  fumciency,  will 
itakecbeCoUowiDgteftiflioiuescoQccfniQghiin.  (i.)  F^e 
i^teftimoDjrof  God  the  F«tkr,  P(a2.  ixxxzx.  19.  ***  I  hive 
iihdp  upon  one  that  is  mightf.  (2.)  fake  Chrift's  own 
*^  BJ^  It  kiiL  !•  «•!  f;;tAk  in  n^hccrumeis,  and  am 
to  faTc  •  (3.)  T*kc  ihc  tsrilimony  of  ihi  HoIt 
»  whofe  office  it  is  to  tcftify  of  him  :  **  He  (fap  Chhft) 
glorify  me,  for  he  (hall  recriv;:  of  mine,  and  ihall 
it  nnto  jou,^  John  XTi.  14.  tlut  jc  n:ay  believe  in 
(4*)  Take  the  teftimonj  of  all  thcfe  three  witn<*flcs 
b  bearen  together,  1  John  t.  10.  11.  '-This  is  the  record 
liz.  of  the  three  in  ooe,  and  one  in  three),  that  God  hath 
jiren  to  tis  eternal  life,  and  thi^  life  is  in  his  Son.**  (5.)  Take 
he  teftimony  of  the  apolile  Paul,  fpcaking  by  tre  infpira* 
bn  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Hcb.  viL  25.  "  Wherefore  he  is 
Ue  .to  fave  them  to  the  utterrrod  that  come  unto  God 
f  him,  {ieeing  he  ever  lircth  co  make  intcrccllion  for  them* 
6.)  Take  the  teftimony  01  the  ranfomed  in  glory,  who 
:II,  from  their  experience,  that  he  alone  undertook  and  accom- 
liflicd  their  fatv^tion,  Rct.  v.  9.  **  Thou  ?.rt  worthy  to  take 
le  bock,  and  to  open  the  fcvcn  feals  thereof;  for  thou  wait 
ain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood."  ihus 
ou  fee  there  is  fufEcient  ground  for  our  faith  to  reft  upon 
hrift's  ability  to  {x^t ;  and  to  difpute  or  doubt  of  ,it  is  to  call 
Sod  a  liar,  i  John  v.  10.  and  to  call  all  men  liars  that  ever 
new  him. 

But  to  illuftnite  this  ground  of  faith  a  little  further,  I  will  tell 
on  of  a  fourfold  al  »iity  and  fufnciency  cl:at  there  is  in  Clirift. 

I.  An  ability  of  merit  for  the  obtainirg  oi  pardon  and  ac- 
^ptance  through  his  obedience  unto  death.  As  was  already 
lewed,  there  arc  two  things  the  fmner  wants  in  order  to  rc- 
ore  him  to  tlie  favour  of  God,  and  to  his  title  to  eternal  life, 
lat  was  forfeited  by  his  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works  :  ( i.) 
ardon  of  fin  ;  and  (2.)  A  perfcft  law  righlcoufncfG.  Now, 
>th  thcfc  are  to  be  found  in  Chrift.  As  to  the  firft,  viz. 
trdon,  why  this  we  have  in  him,  for  he  hath  hnilhed  tranf- 
cffion  and  made  an  end  of  fin,  Dan.  ix.  24.  As  to  its  con- 
mning  power,  "  he  is  the  Lamb  of  God  which  takcth  away 
Vol.  Ill-       '  Tt  tlie 


the  fin  of  the  worlds  John  i.  29,  "  Wc  hare  rcdcinptvon  iN 
his  hlood,  the  i^fgwzncU  of  (ins^  according  to  the  ricbts  d 
his  gracCt"  Eph.  i*  7.  Hence  the  apoftle  John  dcchreih,  chif. 
t*  7,  **  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  hts  Son  cieBnfech  tis  frofl 
all  {in  ;*'  and  it  is  upon  the  ground  of  the  fdlisfaCtion  of  jefll 
that  Qq<\  declare!  himfelf  to  be  the  *'  Lord  pardoning  iniquiiji 
tra^f|[rfeOion,  and  fm/'Deut,  X3txiv.  7*  and  promifes  to  be  mo* 
ciful  to  our  unrigbteoufncrs,  Heb*  viii.  12.  As  to  the  frc^n^ 
\\z.  A  perfect  law  rjgbteoufnefs,  this  ib  to  be  had  to  the  fil 
in  Chrift,  for  he  b  "  the  end  of  the  law  for  rightcoufncfa  ua^ 
every  one  that  bclicTeth,*'  Rom.  ic,  4,  *'  He  n  made  fin  fti 
us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteotifr 
nefs  of  God  in  him/^  2  Cor.  v-  2 1  •  **  The  righteotifTjcfs  of 
the  law  h  fulfilled  in  u&/'  Rom.  viii.  4  This  is  that  bcfl  robr^ 
that  is  put  upon  the  peor  prodtjjal  when  he  comes  homfj^ 
Xiuke  XT»  22*  whereby  the  ftiame  of  his  nakedncfs  if  coverrd] 
this  is  the  wedding  garment  that  fits  for  commuDi'.^n  wi4 
Godf  andcntiflts  the  foul  unto  that  "  inheritance  incorruptiWCi 
undefiled^  and  that  fadeth  not  awvy/'  i  Fee,  L  4,  So  ibl 
there  is  in  Chrift  a  fulneff  of  merit  for  juftification. 

2.  There  is  in  Chrift  a  fufncfs  of  wifdom  for  the  foul 
inflruftion  and  direflion  in  all  crifts  ;  '*  for  in  him  are  hid  i 
the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge/'  CoL  ii,  3.     By  bl 
Spirit  of  wifdom  and  underftanding  he  gives  unto  fools  an 
babes  the  knowledge  of  the  '*  deep  things  of  God,  which  ai 
hid  from  the  wife  and  prudent  of  the  world/'  Matth-  xi-  1$ 
compared  with  i  Cor.  ii.  10*     And  by  his  ikill  and  wifdoU 
he  directs  and  guidts  Iiis  poor  people  through  all  the  darl 
and  difljcult  fteps  in  their  way,  until  he  bring  them  to  glory 
and  fo  accomplilh  that  promife,  **  I  will  bring  the  blind  by 
way  that  they  knew  not,  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  \hc 
have  not  known  ;  I  will  make  Harkncfs  light  before  them,  an< 
crooked  things  ftraight,"  If.  xlii.  16. 

3.  There  is  in  him  a  fulncfs  of  (Irength  and  ability  t< 
bear  up  the  poor  foul  under  all  work  and  warfare  that  it  i 
called  to  engage  with.  Sometimes  the  poor  believer,  looking 
to  the  poor  weak  fund  of  grace  within  him,  is  ready  to  fuc 
cumb,  and  cify  out,  •  Alas  !  fuch  and  fuch  work  as  the  Lor^ 
carves  out  for  me  will  be  marred  in  my  hand,  I  am  not  fuffi 
cient  to  think,  to  will,  to  do.'  But  here,  believer,  lies  an  all 
fufiicicnt  fund  of  ability,  **  Thy  God  hath  commanded  th] 
f^rength,"  Pf'Al.  Ixviii.  28.  **  Then  mayeft  thou  be  ftrong  ii 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might,"  Eph.  vi.  10.  **  H. 
gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  he  incrcaftth  ftrength  to  then 
that  have  no  might,"  1'.  xl.  29.  Sometimes  again  the  poo 
weak  believer  is  ready  to  faint,  becaufe  of  the  many  and  might 
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enemies  he  has  to  jjrapple  with ;  *  ALis !  (uill  he  fay)  I  I.ai 
xiAt  to  fabdui:  this  or  the  other  itrong  !uil  and  corrui 
i  It  viO  Qafter  me  ;  one  day  or  other  1  Ihall  fall  into  tr 
I  nf  the  endnj  \  Satan  fuppovts  the  power  of  imlwellin 
b  tlMti  hafe  not  ooiy  &e(h  and  blood,  but  principalities  an 
I,  Ipiritnal  wiekednefles  in  high  places  to  contend  witi 
TU  12.  I  know  not  what  to  do.'    Wei),  poor  believei 
lies  the  glory  of  thy  ftrength,  PPal.  Ixxxix.  17.  even  i 
ty  who  has  already,  in  his  own  peribn,  deit roved  fin  an 
i^aad  who  has  alfo  (aid,  that  be  will  fubdue  thine  iniquitic 
TU-  19.  '*  Sin  (h<Jl  not  hav<r  domiriion  over  you,"  Ron 
«     Ahd  as  for  Satan,  '<  the  God  of  peace  will  Oiord 
;  Urn  under  thy  feet,"  Rom.  xvi.  20.  and  mean  time  hi 
flull  be  fufficient  for  thee,  i  Cor.  xii.  9. 
There  is  in  him  an  alUfufficient  (lock  of  grace  for  tb 
of  all  thf  wanu ;  for  *'  it  hath  pleafed  the  Father  rh^ 
flioald  all  fulnefs  dwell,"  Col.  i.  19.  <^  thu  out  of  hi 
all  we  might  receive  grace  for  grace,"  John  i   16.  Th 
that  is  in  him,  as  Mediator,  is  not  in  him  for  himfeli 
for  us  poor  needy  finners,  1  Cor  i.  30.  *'  He  is  made  c 
'  nnto  OS  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fun£lificatioi 
redemption.*'      **   He   receivtd   gifts  for   men,"   Pla 
iS.  that  men  might  be  *^  bleflcd  in  him  with  all  fp; 
bleflingf  in  heavenly  things,"  Epti.  i.  3.  and  therefor 
,  and  the  fons  of  men,  are  invited  to  com-  to  him  and  gc 
own,  for  be  and  all  that  he  is,  or  has,  as  M.-diator,  is  ic 
Oh  then,  **  Come,  come,  come,  and  take  of  the  water  c 
freely,"  Rev.  xxii.  17. 

ilf^  There  is  another  door  of  accefs  to  the  New  Teftimen 
;,  that  is  the  door  of  his  good-will  that  he  bears  unto  falle; 
iQ  beyond  the  fallen  angels  (who  are  by  nature  creature 
higher  lank  than  man,  for  God  made  man  a  little  lowe 
than  the  angels,  Pfal.  viii.  5.)  When  the  angels  left  thei 
ftate,  there  W4S  no  good-will  difcovered  towards  them 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  ihut  out  of  heaven  to  hell 
le  *^  they  are  referved  i.i  everlalting  chains  under  darkuefj 
snto  the  judgement  of  the  great  day,"  Jude  6.  But  when  mai 
"  oed,  and  fell  from  the  ilate  wherein  he  was  created,  wha 
ange  work  is  made  for  his  recovery?  Hence  is  that  dccia 
htion  of  the  angels  at  the  birth  of  Chri(\,  ^*  On  earth  PEACi 
600U-WILL  towards  men,"  Luke  ii.  14.  He  *'  is  not  willhij 
ihat  any  (hould  peri(h,  but  that  ail  ihould  come  to  repentance, 
A  Peter  hi.  g. 

^weft'  Wherein  doth  this  good- will  of  God  towards  man 
fallen  man,  appear  ?     An/nv.  In  thefe  few  things  : 

I.  Does  it  not  appear  in  his  remembering  us  in  our  lov 
Mate,  Pfal.  cxxxvi.  23.  when  wc  were  like  the  infant  cult  ou 
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%voul(^  not  truit  any  angel  or  archangel  with  his  falval 
commits  it  unto  his  own  Son,  his  beloved  Son,  * 
in  the  form  of  God/'  Phihp.  ii.  6.  and  is  fully  abl^ 
work  ? 

4.  Was  it  not  good-will  in  the  Son  of  God  not 
aflume  the  human  nature,  but  to  take  ont  lamr- place, 
mild  jufficc  might  reach  him  for  our  debt  ?  For  he  •*  y^ 
of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,"  Gal.  iv.  4.    He  ^n 
fin  far  us,  2  Cor.  v.  21.     "  And  he  was  numbered 
tranfgreffors,'*  If.  Hii.  12. 

(f.  Was  it  not  good- will  in  him  to  die  for  our  < 
and  to  rife  again  for  our  jnftification  ?  Rom.  v.  25. 
love  than  this  hath  no  man,  than  that  a  man  lay  dow 
for  his  friends  :  "  Bi-t  God  commcndcth  his  love  to  ui 
while  we  were  yet  enemies,  Chrift  died  for  us,"  Johi 
compared  with  Rom.  v.  6.  8. 

ft.  Ps  it  not  good- will  toman,  in  that  when  he  h: 
tA  our  redemption  upon  earth,  that  he  fhouM  afcendi 
vcn,  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us,  Heb.  ix 
an  Advocate  at  the  high  court  of  juftice.  If.  liii.  laft,  ^' 
numbered  with  the  tranfgreffors,  and  he  bare  the  fin  • 
and  made  interctillon  for  the  tranfgrefTors,"  Luke  3 
1  John  ii.  I.  **  And  if  any  man  f/h,  we  hare  an  i 
with  the  Father,  Jcfus  Chrift  the  righteous.* 

7.  Is  it  not  good- will  to  man  upon  earth,  that 
mands  the  white  fl-ig  of  peace  to  be  lifted  up  in  th« 
mankind,  and  creates  the  fruit  of  the  lips,  peace,  peac 
who  is  afar  off,  and  to  him  who  is  near  ?  If.  Ivii.  19. 
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ii^Bfatthof  the  wicked,  but  radiertlut  hefliottid  tuni,^ 
BKLmiB^  11.  Oh»  bow  manr  a  txj  gires  he  after  irrael  I 
|ier.  5.  t.  **  Thoo  haft  played  ^e  harlot  with  many  lofert, 
PttMm  agun  iintoiiie,laitb  theLordj**  and  Tcrre  14.  *^  Torn, 
>hrHKding  chOdieB,  (auth  the  Lord^  for  I  am  married  unta 

la  Hb  heart  b  glad,  and  heaven  rings  with  toy  when 
procKgal  returns,  Ldce  xr/ 23. 24.  <'  Let  us  eat  and  be  merry-^ 
ir  this  ^jj^^  v*9  dead,  and  is  alive  again ;  he  was  loft,  and 

Coond:  There  is  joy  in  hearen  among  the  angels  when  a  fin^ 
er  is  converted,**  chap.  xv.  7.  lo* 

II.  His  good* will  appears  in  his  behaviottr  when  (mners 
wtinaeooftinate  torefufe  the  oflfcrs  of  his  grace,  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  1 3 . 
O  that  raj  i>eople  had  hearkened  unto  me."  He  wept  owtv 
eroGdem,  laying,  Luke  xix.  42.  **  O  if  tbou  hadft  known^ 
vtn  thoo,  at  leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong 
Dto  thy  peace  !**  He  enters  a  proteft  before  heaven  and  earthy 
kat  their  blood  did  not  lie  at  his  door,  but  at  their  own,  Jcr* 
L 12.  13.  **  Be  aftoniflied,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  hor- 
ibly  afraid,  be  ye  very  dcfolatc,  faith  the  Lord:  for  my  people 
lave  committed  two  evils  ;  they  have  forfaken  me  the  Foun- 
ain  of  living  waters,  and  have  hewed  them  out  ciftcrns,  bro- 
tii  ciftcrns,  that  can  hold  no  water."  Thus  you  fee  what 
;ood-wiU  Chrift  and  his  Father  bears  towards  your  falvation  : 
ind  is  not  this  a  door  by  which  you  may  enter  into  the  New 
Peilament  Ark,  and  be  faved  from  the  deluge  i  Oh  how  juftiy 
hall  the  finner  perilh  for  ever,  that  defpifes  this  good-will^  and 
tccives  all  this  grace  in  vain  ! 

^thly^  Tho  command  of  God,  that  is  laid  upon  every  one 
hat  hears  the  gofpel,  to  believe  in  Chrift,  is  a  blefTcd  door  of 
icccfs  into  the  New  Tcftament  Ark,  John  iii.  23.  ••  This  \% 
lis  commandment,  that  we  (hould  believe  on  the  name  of  his 
>on  Jtfus  Chrift."  Sirs,  God  has  fach  a  good-will  towards 
)ar  falvation,  that  he  has  concluded  us  under  a  law,  and  has 
ntcrpofed  his  authority,  enjoining  us  to  believe  in  the  name 
>f  his  Son;  and  he  has  fenced  this  law  with  the  moft  awful 
md  terrible  threatening  in  cafe  of  difobedience  \  "  He  that 
)elieveth  not  is  condemned  already,  becaufc  he  hath  not  be« 
ieved  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,**  John 
ii.  r8« ;  Heb.  ii.  3.  **  How  (hall  we  efcapeif  we  ncgle£l  fo 
reat  falvation  ?"  chap.  x.  28.  29.  "  He  that  defpifed  Mofcs* 
iw  died  without  mercy,  under  two  or  three  witnefles;  of  how 
inch  forer  punllhment,  fuppofe  ye  (hall  he  be  thought  wor- 
by,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,"  chap, 
i,  5.  **  crucified  unto  themfelves  the  Son  of  God  afrefh,  and 
ut  him  to  an  open  fhime.''    Tims  you  fee  that  the  command 

is 
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is  pcrernptory,  that  yuu  mud  bcHcvc  in  4 he  tt;iiiUi  of  Oirii 
f  oii  mull  rccc^ive  him  a^  (he  gift  oi  QoJ«  othcTwLfe  you  Qu\\fi\ 
in  the  mi^bc^  wafers  of  (he  Mvtgc  at  eterrul  wntb  4n4  n 
^;incCt  and  Chrtdhimfcjf  will  rcftnt  ii  Jo  th«  uttc^rmoil,  if 
fdl virion  be  llij^hccdj  for  he  will  come  in  fjaaiing  6rc  to 
vengeance  on  all  them  who  know  not  God,  and  who  obey 
ihh  gTcat  coiirniind  of  ocheving  in  the  name  of  ihc  Qt\\j  k» 
gotten  Son  of  God,  2  Th<;fll  i,  7.  S- 

O^j^if*  J.  '  1  »m  afraid  it  be  prcfLvmption in m^:  to  belioreii 
andi^pply  Chnft*' 

Anjw.  It  can  never  be  prefun^ption  to  obey  an  tipNft  anj 
pcHtive  command  of  God-  Is  it  prcfuitiption  to  pray  ^  ht 
prcfumption  to  read  ihe  word  t  1^  it  prcfomptioii  to ' 
tfie  M'ord  I  Is  it  prcfumptir^n  to  f^n^ify  God's  name  I 
ia  it  pfcfumptioLi  to  remain Ixr  the  Sabbath  I  You  dd 
reckon  it  prtfumptbn  to  do  aiiy  of  thefe,  becaufe  ye 
comman^leli  of  God  ;  as  littk  can  it  be  prcfuiTiptioo  to  ^* 
Heve  m  CluiH,   fecmg  this  ii  his  commandnnryt/'   1    Jolflf^ 

Ohjifi.  2*  *  I  3m  fijch  a  great  finncr,  that  I  am  afraid  it  is 
not  I  tli.u  is  couvtiiantlcd  to  believe,* 

Anfii).  The  comviiand  of  believing  is  to  all  without  ciCfp- 
lion,  great  finner*^  and  fmncrsof  zi  lefier  fize,  If.  i.  8.  "  CornC 
now^and  let  us  reafon  together,  fairh  the  Lord  :  I'haugh  your 
Qns  be  aa  fcarlet,  they  Hirill  be  as  white  7i^  fnow ;  thouj^h  thcf 
be  red  like  crimfon,  they  Ihall  be  as  wool :"  If  the  conim^Dd 
of  believing  were  not  to  every  one,  then  unbt-iitf  would  utrt 
be  tbtir  fill  i  fur  *'  where  there  is  no  h^w,  there  is  no  tranf* 
grcIGoii/' Rom*  v.  13,  lint  unbelief  is  a  fin  of  the  deepsfft 
^ye^  and  ni.ikcs  every  ^o  ^\i^  uiipardonablei  by  rejc^fling  tiic 
Cjiiy  remedy. 

O^jiB*  J,  *  Yfvu  tel]  us.  That  we  are  commanded  to  believe; 
and  yet  at  the  fime  time  tell  us  that  we  w%int  power  to  be- 
lieve \  that  it  ia  ihe  wori;  of  Godj  John  vl.  29.  ^ind  that  ex- 
ceeding gTfiat  iind  mighty  power  oi  Godj  ihi^t  raifcd  Chrilt 
from  the  dtatl,  thai  muit  make  us*  to  believe/  Lpb,  i>  19.  30* 

Anfiv*  It  is  very  true,  ye  cmnot  Ocl.eve  •,  '*  No  man  can 
come  to  Chrill,  except  the  Father  draw  him/*  John  vi.  44- 
;and  yet  ye  are  commanded  to  believe,  not  by  u^,  but  by  tliai 
God  th^t  commands  *'  things  that  are  not  as  though  they 
were,"  Rom.  iv.  17.  and  he  commands  vcu,  impotent  (inners, 
•'  dead  in  lin,  to  believe  iii  the  name  of  his  Son;"  that,  from  a 
fenfc  of  your  own  impolency,  you  may  turn  the  work  upon  him- 
fclf,  as  **  the  Author  and  Finilher  of  faith,'*  Heb.  xii.  2.  and 
his  command  is  the  vehicle  of  power  :  As  when  he  command- 
ed the  man  with  th.e  withered  hand,  "  Stretch  forth  thine 

hand/' 
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dj**  Mattlu  xii.  13.  the  poor  man  minted  to  obejr,  and  in 
mint  of  obedience  he  got  power  to  ftretch  out  his  hand 
;e  was  commanded :  So,  after  his  example  do  ye.  Mint 
le  duty,  depending  on  the  power  of  him  who  commands 
to  beliere,  that  he  may  **  fulfil  in  you  all  the  good  ptea« 
of  his  goodnefsy  and  the  work  of  faith  with  powcr/^ 
heir.  i.  II. 

^ijeB,  4.  *  I  have  eflayed  and  minted  10  believe,  in  obedi- 
*,  unto  the  command,  and  yet,  alas  I  I  am  jufl  where  I  v/aa; 
» not  find  the  power  of  God  coming  along.' 
^nfw.  Continue  in  the  ufe  of  the  means  of  God's  appoint- 
;t,  to  mint  at  believing  :  Continue  to  hear  the  word,  and 
t  at  mingling  faith  with  it ;  Continue  in  prayer  ;  and  rannt 
elieving  that  God  will  hear  you  \  and  in  this  way  wait  on 
Lord.  Remember  the  poor  man  that  lay  at  the  pool, 
%  V.  5—9.  for  thirty-eight  years,  waiting  for  the  trofabling 
le  waters,  and  at  h(l  the  Lord  camt  and  healed  hirn  :  So 
jc ;  for  "  blcfled  arc  all  they  that  wait  on  him/*'  Pfal. 
fii.  9. 

ye3,  5*  <  But  all  my  labours  will  be  in  vain  if  I  be  not 
ted ;  for  it  is  only  they  that  are  ordained  to  etem|l  life^ 
will  believe,  A£ls  xiii.  48. 

^fiv.  It  is  true,  the  eledlion  (hall  obtain,  Rom.  xi.  7. 
igh  others  be  hardened ;  but  let  me  tell  you,  in  the  mat- 
)f  believing,  you  have  no  more  concern  with  the  fccret 
ifels  of  God,  than  you  have  in  buying  or  falling,  eatiog  or 
king,  or  fuch  like  common  adlions  of  life*  If  any  man 
lid  fay,  1  will  not  open  my  (hop-door,  becaufe  I  do  not 
BV  if  God  has  decreed  that  1  (hould  fell  any  wares  ;  or, 
not  know  if  God  has  oniained  that  any  man  (hould  buy 
n  :  Or,  if  a  man  ihould  fay,  1  will  neither  eat  nor  drink, 
lufe  God  has  fixed  the  term  of  my  life  i  I  am  furc  I  fliall 
as  long  as  God  has  ordained,  whatever  I  do,  &c. :  Or,  I 
caft  myfelf  down  a  precipice,  or  attempt  to  walk  upon 
waters,  becaufe  I  ftiall  not  perifh  till  God's  appointed 
:  come :  1  fay,  would  you  not  reckon  that  man  mad,  or 
aAed,  that  would  argue  at  that  rate  ^  Yet  the  cafe  is  the 
;,  when  he  argues,  That  he  needs  not  fly  to  Chritt,  or  en* 
nto  the  New  1  eftamcnt  Ark,  becaufe  if  he  be  elected  to 
nal  life  he  Ihail  never  perifh,  whether  he  believe  or  not^ 
,  let  not  the  dtvil  and  a  deceitful  heart  lead  you  in  among 
decrees  of  God,  which  art-  fecret ;  for  •*  the  Iccrqt  things 
ng  unto  the  Lor.i  our  God  ;  but  thofc  things  which  arc 
aled  belong  unto  us,  and  toonr  children,"  Dcit.  xxix.  29U 
ow  commanded  duty  :  believe  in  the  Son  of  God}  and 
\  you  [hail  knojy  vour  elcftion  of  God. 
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Heb.  xu  *j.^^ByJinih  ^oab.  Being  warned  of  God  ^f  timff 
M^t  Jten  as  yttt  moned  wthfiar^  prepared  an  ark^  io  iht 

Jkving  of  his  h^uft* 


THE  SIXTH  SERMON  OK  TEII^  TEXT. 

^HE  doflrinc  taken  from  the  words  in  their  typical  tt&j 
fpiritual  meanings  was  as  fallowa  : 

**  That  Chnft  is  the  great  New  Teftament  Ark,  untoi*blcL 
Miifliing  dinners  muil  betake  themfelvesj  that  thej  in  ay  be  ^ 
fared  from  the  debge  of  God's  wrath." 

The  method  was:' 

I.  To  fprak  of  the  delude  of  God's  wrath,  with  aUuGoQ ' 
unto  the  deluge  of  waters  that  dellroyetl  the  old  world. 

IL 1  o  fpeak  of  the  warnings  that  God  gives  of  the  dreads 
ful  drlujie  of  his  wrath. 

I  If-    I'o  fpeA  of  ChTiO:  as  the  great  New  Tcftamcnt  Aikp 
typified  by  the  ark  of  Noah. 

IV.  To  cafl  nfien  the  doors  of  the  New  Tcftatncnt  Ark* 

V.  To  Ihew  how  it  ia  that  a  firmer  a£liially  enters  into  this 
Ark:  by  this  door. 

V[.  l^roceed  to  the  application  of  the  do£lrine. 

Having  fpoken  to  the  firfl  four,  I  proceed  to 

V.  The  fifth  thing  in  the  method,  vhich  wag,  to  fpeak  of 

the  foul's  adual  entering  by  thcfe  doors  into  the  New  Telh- 

went  Ark. 

I  find  faith  fometimes  expreffcd  in  fcripture  under  the  no- 
tion of  entering,  John  x.  9.  '*'  I  am  the  door:  by  me  if  any 
man  enter  in,  he  Ihall  be  faved,"  and  Hcb.  iv.  3.  **  For  we 
who  have  believed  do  enter  into  reft  ;"  and  ver.  7.  •*  Let  us 
therefore  fear,  left  a  promife  being  left  us  of  entering  into 
his  reft,  any  of  you  Ihould  feem  to  come  fliort  of  it."  Of  the 
fame  import  is  that  expreflion  of  turning  unto  Chrift  as  a 
Strong-hold  or  Refuge,  Zech.  ix.  12. 

All  I  (liall  fay  upon  this  head  is,  to  illuftrate  a  little  the  na- 
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Bit  of  faith,  under  the  Gmilitude  of  Noah's  cAteriAg  into  tte; 
irk,  and'the  creatures  chat  were  faved  there  with  him. 

i.Then»  we  fee  in  the  text,  that  Noah  Wa^  warned  of 
Sod  of  his  danger  before  heprefarei  an  ark,  or  fled  urito  it.  ' 
Jttft  fo  is  it  with  finners  in  the  matter  of  belienorg  in  Chrift  % 
Sod  gives  the  finner  warning  of  the  danger  he  is  in  of  the 
nrath  to  come.     As  God  gave  public  'warning  \p  the  old 
rorld»  by  the  miniftry  of  Noah,  of  the  approaching  defuge; 
)  by  the  word  read  and  preached,  particularly  by  the  preach- 
og  of  the  4aw,  there  is  warning  given  to  aU  finners  of  the 
tanger  they  are  in  of  periihing  for  ever.,    The  voice  of  God 
a  the  law  to  finners  is,  6aL  iii.  |6.  **  Curfed  is  every  one  thac 
ontinueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
aw  to  do  them."    Rom.  ii.  8.  9.  *<  Indignation  and  wraths 
iflmlation  and  angutib,  uponeverv  foulof  man  that  doth  evUi'*' 
PfmL  ix»  ty.  ^  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned  into  heUi-and  all 
he  nations  that  forj^et  God.— The  wages  of  fin  is  dettfa.** 
Mow,  thcfe  and  the  like  warnings  ace  carried  in  and  brought 
liome  to  the  foul  in-|>articuiai^  by  the*powerof  tb^.eteriial 
Spirit,  before  the  finner  enter  in  to  the  New  Teftament  Afki 
and  the  (inner  is  made  to  believe  the  truth  of  thefe  threiten- 
iogs :   For  there  is  a  law  of  faith,  and  a  particular  appUcatioii 
of  thefe  and  the  like  thr^atenings,  before  there  be  a  true  gof- 
pel  faith  of  the  remedy.     Hence, 

'  2.  You  fee  that  Noah  was  moved  with  fear  before  he 
prepared  an  ark,  or  entered  thereinto.  What  was  liie  aftaid 
of  ?  fay  you.  I  anfwcr,  He  was  afraid  of  periihing  in  the  de« 
hige  with  the  reft  of  the  wicked  world.     (See  the  text.) 

Ju(t  fo  is  the  caf«  with  finners  in  the  matter  of  believing, 
or  flying  to  Chrift  (  they  aire  moved  with  the  fear  of  an  angry 
God,  againft  whom  they  have  finned.     And  hence  it  is,  that 
the  finner,  through  the  terror  of  God,  and  of  air  awakened 
confcience,  falls  a  trembling,  with  the  jailor,  .A£ts  xvi*' 30. 
and  cries,  **  What  muft  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"    Oh  !  to  wl>om 
ftali  1  fly  for  help,  Ifa.  x.  3.     "  Who  among  us  (hall  dwell 
with  the  devouring  fire  ?  and  who  among  us  (hall  dwell  with 
tveriafting  burnings  ?'*  If.  xxxiit.  1 4.     This  is  what  is  com- 
monly called  a  law-work,  which  erery  one  that  believes  hath 
either  in  a  greater  or  leffcr  degree :    For  •*  The  law  is  our 
fchoolmailer  to  lead  us  unto  Chrift,  that  we  might  be  juftified 
^  faith,''  &c.  GaL  iii.  24. 

3.  Noah  renounced  all  the  falfe  confidences  that  the 
men  oJF  the  okl  world  betook  themfelves  unto  for  (helter 
againft  the  deluge.  There  is  no  doubt,  but  the  inhabitants 
^  the  old  world,  when  they  faw.  the  **  windows  of  heaven 
^ened,  and  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  broken  up,  and 
VoL.m.  Uu  the 
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'  highcft  ho^fe^  or  mou^taiog,  to  £)?q  t^m  tfim  thpyWMr^  of 
thie  doi^gca  io  hopes  A^t  the  wateif  wpuX4  ftiiy  b^brf  thej 
came  up  i^hcrt  the j  wc^ :  B^  ^Q9k  M«1^  ^iivf  tbUigg  -,  ]ic 
kn^w  tl^s^  thtf?  wcfe  hiU  IjUig  lei^^gHt  «l>4  tlM  tl^  ^fWn 
would  qvcrtop  the  highcft  mouQ^^Mi^  HI  the  wotI^  9  *  An^ 
therefqrr  lie  reqou^ificd  thclc  y^in  r^fMec^^ncl  Wo^k  kivlril 
un(Qcheark. 

Juft  To  18  i|  \n  ^  inat|«ry  h^lifving  in  Chriftf  th«  pm 
fou)  16  maA^  IQ  fire  l^t  '^  ip  vain  U  f^lvi^ikm  to  be  c«pf(M 
ffO^  the  hiUf,  s|i|d  fywp  «tM?  «^*MH*4f  pf  inowtaiiH,"  J* 
Hi-  ^3*  *^  T^#^  t|^t ^1}  (hall  fw^cp  ?way  th/$  jic fijge  of  Ui|»'^ 
jyr.  ^^viii.  iy«  Ai)4  d^  waten  (hall  overQowaU  tMe  Ui4«g 
SUce«A  vhicb  hypocritff,  the  c^ma»l  worMlingt  pr-  kgalUlU  Itfr 
tahe  tl\fm(c)YfMi  iv>to:  mid  (h^fc^for^  it  flies  £pr  refngf  nM 
(pt^rift,  tl)^t  Ue^d  h^c  Xe^  befone  it|^  Heb.  ni,  i8.  iq  thf  g«^ 
pci,  lowing  thi^  tjmc  is  ^9  lUMy^  ginen^i-^wlM^rel^  l^hl  fjK 
»f*»  hiMl  te  ^hf.  9i^*«^  of  Jcf^ks. 

4,  No^b  bylis^  that  ihf  ark  (b^iug  God'i  Qidifiiiim)  vif 
fuj&ficptta  i^yc  h'^  a|n4  hW  (aniily  frcun  the  deluge. 

Sq  i^  th^,  m^t^  ^  hjcUcYing,  Ch^Jt  is  ^s n  vp  as  41)  lH* 
{w^K^i  Saviouit  ^^  able  alfo  to  favc  votp  the  aitemipft»  sK 
t|i^(  qoffte  unto  Qod  Uy  himj"  Heb,  m.  25. ;-  an^  as  he  U  ap^ 
pointed  and  ordained  of  Go4  t<»  bis  a  Saviour  eT^ry  ^^y  444r 
^ite4  (P>  the  (aJvatioii  qf  Iqft  finften^,  ^pd  reade  of  QM  **  fo* 
t«  HSa  wifdoioi,  and  rig^tcou&^s,  a<Kl  fandific?Mpflb  aB4  If* 
itfmtl^^t'  \  ?wr.  i.  30^ 

S-  G<^  g^t^  ^  «l^c  ¥^«^  ^W?««»cf  (tb^t  verq  to  be  tipt 
^•4  ?^X<?  iiA  S^.  ar^}  ^  pertain  iqftin^,  which  nr^4e  lihevi  to 
i%AY«  ir^'^  ^  parts  qC  th«  iMigik  tqwsf 4«  the  a?!;^  and  at  laft 
)^  en^cr  intq  ^. 

Ju.ft  A>  W  it  ^P  the  i^^Ucr  of  h&Licvi^.  Q^  giv«#  as  i9r 
&ip^  a  f^jj^rnaljAiral  ioiUi^^i  unto  the  p^pr  fiancr,  th^t  onakci 
l^usa  i[e^le$|  lentil  b^  ^in  Chri(\j  and  b^  fp\^pd  in  him»  Pt^l* 
ii.i.  $•  9^  This  lis  nothing  cite  bi^t  tba^  drau^ing  power  of  tht 
YHOKd  and  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  the  fmner  is  kd  to  the  R:^ 
that  is  hig)fi.er  than  all  other  refuges;  Jolm  vi.  44.  ^*  Hq  mia 
(£iy6  Cbrift)  can  come  unto  me^  ei^.cept  the  If athef  which  hadi 
feiit  me  draw  him  ;"  Hof.  xi,  3.  **  I  drew  the«a  with  cordl^ 
a  man,  with  bands  of  love,''  You,  knowir  ^be  be^.  biefois  9 
ihower,  they,  by  a  certain  inftinft,  fiy  intq  thjc  hi^e :  Juft  b 
is  it  here. 

6.  Noah's  £a.]^h  refined  (not  in  the  boards  of  the  ark,  Jntf) 
in  God  who  had  Appointed  hijfi  to  prepare  i^« 

So  in  the  m;iUer  of  believing^  triie  fiiifh  l^ruiunAtes  ttPQ* 
*f  God«*-iA  ChriQ,  recooclluig  the  woil4  U'thii^^lfa'  a  Off* 
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^  1^  Tke  ftesit  MSgik  tf  Ood  in  UtittfiftUmf;  hlntTdT  m  ebe 
UfBil  il  BM  Hint  otir  Mth  Ibould  tetttiiiiatii  opoti  tbef  MaA 
Shrift  JeTilSf  bdt  npofi  Gml  in  hint.  Tbu  hxic  a  vrotd  t6  tbt^ 
WWft.  t^dr.  {.  It.  «^  Vfhb  hf  hiai  do  belicte  iti  Ood,  ihii 
MM  hihi  ilp  trom  di^dtad,  knd  gite  JltM  gtotv^  th^  fmit 
ticli  ind  hope  might  be  in  God.**  So  that  you  lee,  the  fi^o]^ 
rfte'WhM^  iMk  C^ttdeMption  (thtbugh  ChHft)  is  toftridg 
mn^  traft^tfl  a«dk  tAA  iS  pW  oiit  c6ti6den<:e  ttthiW,  asir 
l6d  Wffh  «t.  Sir^  r«nHemter  that  Gad  atone  i%  the  objefit 
f  fidcht  aftd  it  font  fAth  tbrtiAn^  tipOd  ah^  thing  inferiot 
I  l36d,  FadMt,  8tyn,  and  Hbly^  Ghoft,  it  is  rtot  fantt^  h\thi 
ift  it  doth  npt  anfwer  the  very  firft  command  of  the  la#; 
^ThM  (halt  hate  tin  nthet  gdds  before  itoe,*^  Etod.  tx.  3. 
'^.  When  UwA  ttitercd  itito  the  sift*,  it  was  n^itli  a  ttto*' 
MM  to  abide  Vtittt,  ttntU  the  Witm  of  the  ddldgt  were 
Mvedi 

Jdft  fn  ts  It  hett ;  wfccn  a  fintief  coittes  by  fiith  nntb  Chritt 
tir  ftftige*  he  coiftes  with  a  defle:n  to  abide  in  him,  not  (Itka 
lotll  ^hth  his  irlc)  ftv  a  ^hile,  btit  fot  eVet.  The  foill  in  be- 
ierifig  eries  eonccrnitig  Chtift,  *•  This  is  tny  tclt  for  ev?^ 
lere  will  I  dwell  f  Pfah  exxxii.  14.  It  is  the  will  df  Chrtft 
h«  we  Ihottld  abide  irt  him,  i  John  II  28.  "  And  now  Ihtlfc 
haldren,  abide  in  hitn,  that  when  he  (hall  appear,  ^c  tndf 
\Mft  confidence,  and  not  be  aih^imed,  btrfore  him  At  his  Co* 
ding  5**  John  xr.  4 — 7.  "  I  am  the  vine,  ye  afe  the  branches  i 
le  that  abideth  irt  tnt^  and  I  in  him,  the  fairle  brm^eth  fonh 
titich  fruit :  for  withobt  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  If  a  rtian 
Aide  not  in  me,  he  is  cafl  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  Withered, 
md  men  gather  them,  ind  caft  them  into  ^e  fire,  and  they 
ite  Inmied.  If  jre  »bide  in  me,  atid  &i%  words  slbide  in  you, 
fc  (hall  aik  what  ye  will,  and  it  (hall  be  done  tintb  jon.** 

Vi.  Thtjitth  thing  id  the  method  wiks  to  ipp\y  this  doc^^ 
trine. 

And  the  ofilr  tifes  I  make  of  the  d6£lrihe  (hail  be  ih  a  wor4 
ft  triad  and  exnof  tation. 

XJfe  Jnft  (hall  be  irt  a  word  of  trial  find  examination. 

And  th«  which  I  ^onld  have  yon  to  try,  is,  Whether  hit* 
fftt  got  into  the  New  Teftament  Ark  Chrift,  where  alone  i 
finner  can  be  in  fafcty  from  the  d|:luge  of  divine  wrlth.  I  re< 
wember  Jtrfin  the  Bapti(t  fays  nrito  the  Scribes  and  Pharifces, 
Matth.  ill.  7.  *'  O  generation  of  rlpcrs,  Wh6f  hath  Wathed  yott 
<•  iy  frdnl  the  wrath  to  come  ?*  So  fay  I  to  you ;  haric  you, 
tt^  Go6*s  warning,  by  the  word  of  the  law,  fled  for  rctug^ 
jHtto  Chrift,  and  taken  up.yoUt  refidetite  ind  abodie  ih  him? 
*WFcr  thcfe  few  marks  for  trial. 

I.  If 
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I..  If  erer  you  fl^d  to  the  New  Tcftament  Ark,  ycm  )Mve 
feen  the  devouring  deliigp  of  God's  wrath  readf  ^to  fwdbw^ 
you  up,  and  you  £ive  feen  yourfelves  upon  the^Tcry  brink  of 
perilling  for  ever  in  the  deep  waters,  fo  that  yon  hare  been 
macle  to  cry  out,  OK  <<  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  (aved  ?**  A£b 
XVL30. 

a.  God  has-  broken  all*  your  falfe  props  and .  confidence^ 
a^d  made  you  fee  they  are  nothing  but  lying  refuges  thai 
would  betray  you.  So  was  it  with  Paul  at  his  conver* 
fion,  what  tnings  were  gain  to  him,  th'efe  be  counted  lols 
for  Chrift,  Philip,  iii.  7.  "  Afhur  (hall  not  Cave  os,"*  HoC 
xiv*  3. 

3.  Tou  have  (by  the  light  of  the  word  and  Spirit)  got 
fttch  a  difcovery  of  the  glory,  ftru£lure,  beauty,  and  excellency^ 
of  the  New  Teilament  Ark,  as  has  filled  you  with  wonder 
and  admiration  at  the  love,  mercy,  and  grace  of  God,  in  pco* 
viding  fuch  an  Ark,  fuch  a  Saviour.  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  ^<  For  God, 
who  commanded  the  ii^ht  to  (liine  out  of  darknefs^  hath  (hined  L 
in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  > 
of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jcfus  Chrift."  Oh.  will  the  foul  Ian 
at  tfic  fight  of  the  Ark  Chrift,  **  What  hath  God  wrought  r 
Numb,  xziii.  2^^.;  **  This  is.  the  Lord's  doing,  it  is  wonderful 

in  our  eyts/'  Pfal.  cxviii.  23.;  **  Without  controverfy,  great 
is  the  myftery  of  godlincfs,  God  was  manifeft  in  the  flcfli!*' 
&c.  1  Tim.  iii.  16. 

4.  If  ever  you  entered  into  the  ark,  you  have  feen  a  re* 
conciled  God  in  tlie  Ark  Chrid,  **  For  God  is  in  Chrift» 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himfclf,"  2  Cor.  v.  19.  This  is 
the  very  thing  that  induces  and  encourages  the  foul  to  enter 
into  ir.  The  poor  foul  could  fee  nothing  before  but  God  a 
devouring  fire  to  confume  it ;  but,  looking  to  Chrift,  it  fees  a 
fmiling  God,  faying,  «'  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 
am  well  pleafed,"  Matth.  xvii.  5,  O  Sirs  this  is  the  very 
thing  that  begets  faith,  love,  hope,  and  confidence,  God's  lote 
in  giving  Chrid,  John  iii.  16.  *^  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that 
he  gave  his  only  bcgotttn  Son,"  &c.  Now,  have  you  feen 
God  to  be  love  ?  and  have  you  feen  his  love  manifelled  in 
thi£,  that  he  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that 
we  might  lire  through  him  ?  1  John  iv.  9.  and  has  the  faith 
of  this  love  killed  your  enmity  ? 

5.  If  you  have  fied  to  the  New  Tcftament  Ark,  yod  will 
be  fo  well  pleafed  with  your  new  lodging,  and  your  fafety 
therein,  that  your  hearts  will  be  filled  with  gratitude,  and 
your  tongues  with  the  high  praifes  of  the  Lord,  that  ever  pro- 
vided fuch  an  Ark,  and  tlut  ever  brought  you  into  it.     Toa 

r  will 
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ivSB.fiflg  md  hj  with  the  church,  Micah  Tii.  i8.  *'  Who  is  a 
3o4  lilx  unto  thee,  who  pardoneth  iniquity,  and  paiTcth  hj 
he  tranfgreffion  of  the  remnant  of  thine  heritage ;"  and  witn 
3ai^d|  Pfal.  ciii.  at  the  beginning,  **  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul. 
Old  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name :  Blefs  the  Lord# 
3  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  bene&ts :''  and  with  Ifrael^ 
rhen  God  had  brought  them  throueh  the  Red  fea,  and  deli- 
rered  them  from  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  Exod.  xv.  ii. 
*  I  will  fing  unco  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  glorioufly," 
Sec 

6.  If  you  have  ever  fled  into  the  Ark,  then  you  will  be 
lew  creatures ;  for  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  crea- 
ure,  old  things  will  pafs  away,  2  Cor.  ▼.  17.  Tou  have  got 
lew  light  in  your  underftanding,  a  new  will  and  aflFcflions, 
fou  wUI  not  walk  according  to  your  old  lufts  in  the  flefii,  or 
iccording  to  the  ciirfe  of  the  world ;  no,  but  as  the  ark  and 
jiey  that  were  in  it  vere  lifted  up  above  the  earth  upon  the 
vaters,  towards  heaven,  fo  you  will  not  lie  grovelling  upon 
the  earth,  but  **  feek  things  that  ate  above,  wlicre  Chrift  is," 
CoL  iii*  I. 

7*  You  have  got  (bmething  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift : 
for  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chriil  he  is  none  of 
his,'*  Rom.  viii.  9.  '^  But  he  that  is  joined  unto  the  Lord,  is 
one  fpirit,"  1  Cor.  vi.  17.  And  his  fpirit  will  be  in  you  as  "  a 
well  of  water  fpringtne  up  unto  evcrlafting  life,"  John  iv.  14* 
The  Spirit  will  convince  you  of  fin,  &c. 

8^.  If  you  have  fled  to  the  New  Teftament  Ark,  you  will 
be  concerned  to  get  as  many  as  poflible  into  the  Ark  with  you; 
and  for  this  end  you  will  be  telling  them  of  their  danger  while 
out  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  great  falvation  that  is  to  be  found 
in  him.  How  adive  was  Paul,  after  he  came  to  know  Chrift, 
to  recommend  him  to  others?  A£ls  ix.  20.  &c.  compared  with 
Gal.  i.  23. 

Vtt/ecOftd  (hall  be  of  Exhortaiicn  to  all  in  general. 

Is  it  fo  that  Chrift  is  our  great  NcwTellament  Ark,  tofave 
from  the  deluge  of  divine  wrath  ?  O  then.  Sirs,  let  me  befeecli 
and  intreat  you  to  confult  your  own  fafety,  by  flying  into  this 
blefled  Ark,  before  the  waters  of  the  deluge  fwcep  you  away 
into  a  miferable  eternity. 

I  oflfcr  a  few  motives  to  ftir  you  up  to  fly  into  the  Ark. 

I.  Conflder,  That  there  are  innumerable  multitudes  of  man- 
kind that  are  already  loft. irrecoverably  in  the  deluge  of  God's 
wrath,  through  their  not  entering  into  the  Ark.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  old  world  that  are  faid  to  be  in  prifon,  unto 
whom  Noah  preached.  O  what  innumerable  numbers  of  men 
md  women  have  gone  down  to  the  fides  of  the  pit  fince  fin 

entered 
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entered  into  the  worid  %  **  Broad  i§  the  wiy  ehttt  kftddk  tti^ 
deftni£HoO|  and  manf  there  be  that  fo  in  theretti*'  MitA. 
vis.  1 3*  No«r,  i$  it  not  your  inierdt  to  take  wamkif  Ami  tkt 
xttin  of  fo  many  ? 

.  2.  ConfidcTi  That  yon  oiuft  inerttaMy  ffp  the  fiime  wiyi  I 
iiiesn,pertih  in  the  ddo^,  except  yon  entet  into  Ae  Atk|^F(^ 
there  it  none  other  name  vnder  heaten,  giten  amonffft  flieti 
whereby  we  gnuft  be  (ated|  bnt  by  the  name  of  Jefifs  Chriftf*' 
Ad8  IT.  12.  It  is  not  your  broken  planks  of  a  profcftonof 
religion^  hope  in  the  general  mercy  of  God,  your  civility,  mO" 
ralitf  f  legal  rigfateoufiiefs,  that  will  do ;  God's  wrath  Irill  Aate 
all  tfaefe  broken  planks  in  pieces :  and  therefore  repait  to  Ae 
Ark  Jefus  Chrift. 

3*  There  is  a  a  fixed  day,  a  time  (et  for  yOot  entering  hM 
the  New  Tcftament  Ark,  which  if  it  be  let  IKp,  there  will  be 
no  entrance  into  the  Ark,  bat  yoo  (haH  infallibly  perilh  in  the 
delvge.  <^  He  that  Uvea  for  erer,  has  fwom  with  his  hand 
lifted  up  to  hearen,**  that  there  (hall  be  no  more  entrance  iMO 
the  Ark.  ^Jl.  What  is  the  fixed  time  ?  jtn/u^  It  b  theday 
of  grace,  the  day  of  life,  the  day  of  falvacion  ;  if  that  pafs,  yon 
arc  gone  for  ever :  and  therefore,  ••  Tonlay,  if  you  will  bear  hk 
voice,"  Pfal.  xc?.  and  Hcb.  iii. 

4*  The  Ark  is  prepared  of  Ood  for  you,  and  that  at  an  in* 
finite  expence.  God  has  provided  a  Saviour,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19. 
**  Help  is  laid  upon  one  that  is  mighty,  John  iii.  i6.  **  God  fo 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who* 
foever  believes  in  him,  (hould  not  periih  '*  The  Ark  is  finifhed, 
and  perfeded,  and  made  ready  for  you :  <^  All  things  are  ready)* 
Matth.  xxii.  4* 

5.  The  Ark  is  at  hand,  it  is  near  to  tis.  If.  xlvi.  at  the  clofe, 
B*ehold,  **  I  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs,  it  ihall  not  be  far 
off,  and  my  falvatlon  (hall  not  tarry  ;  sind  I  will  place  falvatiori 
in  Zion,"  &c.  "  The  word  is  nigh  ihec,  even  in  thy  monthf 
and  in  thy  hean :  that  is  the  word  of  faith  which  we  preach," 
Rom*  x»  8« 

6. 1  he  Ark  is  ordained  for  men  and  women  of  our  ftafflp) 
I  mean  men  and  women  of  the  human  nature :  And  theft* 
fore  the  call  is  **  to  men  and  the  fons  of  nicn/*  Prov  viii.  4' 
Chrift  is  a  Saviour,  not  for  the  fallen  angels,  but  for  us:  "  Uato 
us  is  this  child  born/'  If.  ix.  6.  he  **  is  made  of  God  unto  as. 
wifdom^and  righteoufnefs, and  fan£lification,and  redemptiofi/' 
1  Cor.  i.  30. 

7.  Many  have  already  entered,  and  are  faved  ;  an  inn«»^ 
table  company,  **  which  no  man  can  number,"  Rev.  vii. 

8.  The  doors  of  the  Ark  arc  caft  widr.  open  10  yon  alfo,  to^. 
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Aer  with  1  promifc  ©f  fafety,  '*  Whofo«t?  bcljemh  fliall 
It  pcfifh,  bur  ftiaJi  have  crrfTl^fttog  life,"  John  iii-  16- 
9»  The  grene  God  co/ninands  y&u  to  enter  into  the  Avk,  i  John 
t  13.  *^  This  is  hk  coinmnndinenri  that  we  fliould  beUeve  in 
A  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chriil," 
I  coacliuie  with  31  word  to  beUcTcrs  who  hare  tied  into  the 

(i.)  Bf  v9%j  nf  comfort. 

t,  God  it  with  you  in  the  Ark,  "  For  Cod  u  in  Chrlfl^*^ 
Cor  T,  191.  M^  he  will  never  k^TC  you^  H<:b,  siL  5^ 

2.  <*  Your  life  ii  hid  vith  Chrift  in  God,"  CoL  iti*  3-  *<  Be- 
ttfc  I  tifet  ye  OiiJl  live  alfo/"  John  liv.  19, 

g.  You  arc  freed  tiom  conde(tm4tifm»  The  law  c;inTiot 
r&  you  V  though  man  miy,  yet  God  will  t^t  curfc  you,  flom, 
1^  I. 

4.  The  waters  of  a£ni€tion  (htU  not  ov^rwKetm  youi  It 
in,  a*  3* ;  the  m^rt^  they  m^y  dt{h,  but  thry  will  tatn  iato 
km  Hke  the  w^ivcb  of  the  tea* 

5.  Death  and  the  grav«  cannot  barm  yoii|  "  For  you  ire  nit? 
med  ffom  the  power  of  both,'-  Hot\  %\tu  14* 

(2«)  A  word  ot  coonfel  lo  you  that  are  in  tbe  Afk.  ' 

1.  Bk£i  God  that  prodded  the  Ark. 
3*  Blefa  God  that  brought  yon  into  Ir» 

3.  Rcgoke andgtory  in  tiM  Lords  triumfh*  in  him.  * 

4;  Live  opon  CSiriil,  and  the  provifion  yoo  ^nA  in  the  Arlr* 
S*  WaHc  wortJ)f  •(  the  Lord^  unto  alt  well^aiing,  Cok 
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TH£   PLANT    OF  RENOWN; 

VEX.  XXXI V.  ag.-pArf  /  w///  m/y^  t^  7^  thim  a  flhnt  of 
R^/iovjn* 

TH»  IIAST  SEEMOH  OIT  THIS  TEXT.  '~ 

F  wf  caft  <wr  cy<s  back  upon  the  foregoing- part  of  fhis 
,  ehaptexji  wc  (b^ll  find  a  verx  mj^lancholy  fccne  cafting 
1;  we  (hall  fixul  the  flock  and  heritage  of  God  fcattered, 
bbedt-and  peeled^  by  the  civil  and  eqcleGaftical  xulers  that 
m  ia  hciag  at  that  3ay  >  a  daj  nxttoh  like  to  tbc.day  where- 
.  In 
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in  VIC  lire ;  the  ruin  of  the  church  of  Chrifty  in  all  af^s  and 
periods  of  the  world,  hat  been  owing  to  coifibinations  betwhi 
corrupt  churchmen  and  corrupt  ftatefmen.     And  fo  you  wilt 
find  it  in  the  preceding  part  of  thb  chapter ;  there  is  a  high 
charge  brought  in  againft  the  (hepherda  of  Ifrael,  and  a  ter* 
Tible  and  awful  threatening  denounced  by  the  great  and  chief 
Shepherd  againft  them,  for  the  bad  treatincnt  that  the  flock 
of  Chrift  had  met  with  in  their  hands.   •Howerer  the  (heep 
of  Chiift  may  be  fleeced,  fcattered,  and  fpoiled,  yet  the  Lord 
looks  on  them  :   And  many  great  and  precious  promifes  are 
made  for  their  encouragement  in  that  evil  day ;  you  may  read 
them  at  your  own  leifute,  for  I  muft  not  (lay  upon  them  joft 
now  :    But  among  all  the  red  of  the  promifes  that  are  made, 
Chrift  is  the  ChieJF,  Chrift  is  the  To-look  of  the  church,  whtt^ 
ever    trouble  (he  be  in.      In  the  7th  chaper  of  Ifaiah,  the 
church  had  a  trembling  heart,  God's  llrael  was  (haken  asercr 
you  faw  the  leaves  of  the  wood  (hakcn  by  the  wind,  by  rca- 
fon  of  two  kings  combining  againft  thtm  :  well,  the  Lord  tells 
them,  a  virgin  (hall  conceive  and  bear  a  fon,  and  (hall  call  his 
name  Immanull  :  But  might  the  church  fay,  what  is  that  to 
us?  what  encouratremei.t  doth  this  aflbrd  in  the  prefent  dif- 
trcfs  ?  Why,  the  Mclfiah  is  to  come  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and 
the  family  of  David ;  and  therefore  that  tribe  and  family  muft 
be  prcferved,  in  order  to  the  accomplilhment  of  that  promifc. 
AVhatever  diftance  of  time,  fuppofe  hundreds  or  choufands  of 
years  may  intervene  before  the  adkual  coming  of  the  MeiBah, 
yet  the  promife  of  his  coming,  as  it  is  the  ground  of  your 
faiih  for  eternal   falviition,  fo  it  is  a  fecurity  for  the  pre- 
fent, 'hat  the  enemy  (hall  not  prevail  to  the  total  ruin  of  Ju- 
dah, and  the  royal  family  of  David.     In  all  the  diftreffcs  of 
the  church,  Chrift  is  always  prcfcnted  to  her  in  the  promife, 
as  the  objedl  of  he^  faith,  and  the  grgund  of  her  confolationj 
anvi  accordingly  they  looked  to  him  in  [he  promifes,  and  were 
lightened,  and  their  faces  were  not  alhamed.    He  is  here  pro- 
fnifed  under  the  notion  of  David  ;  he  is  promifed  under  the 
r.otlon  of  God's  Servant  ;  and  in  the  words  of  the  text,  he  is 
promifed  as  a  renowned  Plant,  that  wae-  to  rife  in  the  fulncfe 
of  time  :  And  bkfl'ed  be  God  he  hasfprung  up,  and  is  in  hea- 
ven already,  and  i^aR  overtopt  all  his  enemies,  and  all  his  enc* 
mifs  (lull  be  his  fooillool. 

Here  then  you  have  a  comfortable  promifc  o(  the  Mcffi^h; 
where  again  you  rnay  notice,  1/?,  The  Promifer,  flj^  1  w'ul 
raijc  tjjif  &c.  It  is  a  great  fJJ  indeed,  it  is  Jejiovah  in  ihc 
perl'on  of  the  Father,  it  was  he  that  in  a  peculiar  manner  fent 
iiini  i  "  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  cn^y  begot- 
ten Son,  tliut  wliofoever  be'icvcth  in  him^  Ihould  not  pcrilh, 

but 


^n  ercri  aft  I  jj  j?  life* 

9^^  tht  were  uodcf  _ 

^ioptjoaoffaiu,*    Goi 

pg^!  he  bs  a^ually  j 

l*r  notice  the  bleffiafi^ 

Nf  J  Chrift  geu  a  fi«a^  i 

Fpions  in  fcriptitrr  s  tm 

f^  ht  is  called  a  Sii%  ari 

tetimes  he  is  caU^d  ^Tp 

t  things  and  fomtrrtaiet 

bf  anf  thing  ro  make  fciflifetf  I 

Etta  Plant,  and  a 

tk.  But  then,  3*:^^  Wc  1 

^  r^i/>  ^ri7;i  Dp.      Hcfl  m 

knl  and  his  aogeli  wM 

£ti  hh  bead  aborc  ^leaaA    89  we  bitf  S^tjs  f^toJ^  Hf- 

and  Herod  fcmh  cbe  Uaoif  drjgooof  to  K^rder  bim 

t  he  came  inta  the  vof  Jd>  B«i  let  hdl  do  iH  utmofl^  at  \t 

done  in  t^]  tt',  t"-^'  -^'^--r  -1  ^«  j  .-  •-  ^---•^#:-'  i-v-** 

J  up  it  will  be  ;  IwUraift  kirn  up  ;  and  therefore  he  (hall 
er«  But  then  again^  4^%9  We  may  notice  here  for 
1,  or  for  what  end,  for  whofe  ofe  and  bene5t  it  b ;  / 
'aife  up  (fir  them)  a  Plant  cf  refwwn.  Who  thefe  are, 
rill  fee  by  calling  your  eye  on  the  former  part  of  the 
er,  it  is  for  the  L^d's  flock,  his  opprefTcd  heritage,  that 
Dm  down  by  wicked  rulers,  ciril  and  ecdeGaitic,  1  sviU 
dp  for  them  a  Plant  of  rtmivn^  and  he  will  be  their  Deli-. 


e  dofirine  that  naturally  arifes  from  thi^  firft  claufe  of 
:rfe  is  in  (hort  this, 

at  Chrift  is  a  Plant  of  renown,  of  God's  raifing  up,  for 
benefit  and  advantage  of  his  people,  or  for  their  com- 
t  and  relief  in  all  their  diiireiTes ;  he  is  a  renowned  Plant 
God's  raifing  up." 

w,  in  difcourfing  this  do£^rine,  if  time  and  (Irehgth  would 
»  I  might,  ' 

Premife  a  few  things  concerning  this  blcffcd  Plant. 
I  might  inquire  why  he  is  called  a  Plant  0/ renown  ? 

Speak  a  little  to  the  raifing  up  of  this  Plant. 

Shew  you  for  whom  he  is  raifed  up.     And; 
Shew  for  what  end  he  is  raifed  up.     And  then^ 


t^h  Apply. 

TOL.  Ill- 


I.  Ao 
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I.  As  to  the  Jtrfi  of  thefe,  namely, ^to  premtfe  a  few  ihmgi 

concerning  this  ble&d  Plant* 

\fi^  I  would  have  you  to  know,  what  is  here  attributed  and 
afcribcd  to  Chrift,  is  not  to  be  uaderflaod  abfolutcly  of  him 
as  God,  but^— o^iciallyi  as  he  u  Mediator  and  Redeemer. 
Confide  ring  him  abfotutely  as  God ,  this  c  sin  not  be  properly 
faid  of  him  that  he  was  raifed  up  \  for  he  is  God  co- equal  and 
co-eflenttal  with  the  Father :  but  viewing  him  as  Mcdialor, 
he  is  ^  Plant ^  as  it  were,  of  God's  training,  Yoa  will  fee 
from  the  context^  all  that  is  faid  of  Chrill  has  a  refpe^  ta 
him  as  MediaCOFj  that  he  was  to  be  God's  Servant,  to  do  hl^  i 
work  \  in  that  conHderauon,  he  is  here  caUed  a  Piamt^  and  a  ! 
Plant  of  nmwn  :  Hence  Zach arias,  when  f peaking  of  him, 
has  a  phrafe  much  to  tlie  fame  purpofc  \  *'  He  hath  raifed  up 
a  Horn  of  fa!vation  for  us  in  the  houfe  of  his  fcrvatit  David*^ 

Again,  idly^  Another  thing  I  would  have  you  to  remark  iii 
that  this  PImnt  is  but  fmall  and  little  In  the  eyes  of  a  blind 
world*  He  was  little  looked  upon  when  he  fprung  up  in  hb 
incarnation,  and  when  he  was  here  in  a  flate  of  humiliaticm : 
Men  Eooked  upon  him  as  a  root  fprung  up  put  of  a  dry  ground, 
they  faw  no  comelinefs  in  him  why  he  ihould  be  deHred^ 
and  to  this  d^y,  though  he  be  in  a.  ftate  of  exaltation  at  the 
light  hand  of  God,  yet  he  is  little  thought  of,  and  looked  up- 
on  by  the  gemrality  of  mankind,  and  thfc  hearers  of  the  gof* 
pcU  *^  He  15  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men/* 

But  then,  3rf/y,  Another  thing  1  would  have  you  to  Temark 
Is,  that  however  contemptible  this  plant  cf  rtftom^n  is  in  the 
ejes  of  a  blind  world,  yet  he  is  the  talleft  plant  in  all  God^ft 
Lebanon  *.  There  is  not  the  like  of  him  in  it  j  he  is  fairer  than 
tJie  chihiren  of  men,  and  he  is  as  the  apple-tree  among  the 
trees  of  tht^  wood  ;  if  ever  you  faw  him,  ye  will  be  ready  to  f^y 
fo  too^  '*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none 
upon  the  earth  that  1  defirc:  beGdes  thee  " 

Ag. in,  4th/y,  Another  thing  I  remark  is,  that  this  blefftfJ 
Pia^i  of  r^notvn  was  cut  down  in  his  death,  and  fprung  tip 
glorioufly  in  his  r£:furre£lion»  'Hie  fword  of  divine  joftictt 
hewed  down  ihis  plant  upon  Mount  Calvary,  but  within  tbrrt 
days  hr  fprung  up  again  more  glorious,  and  more  beauiiful 
and  .ii*(i?ible  th^in  ever,  and  he  was  **  declared  to  be  the  Son 
e*f  God  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  hclinefs^  by  his 
rcfutTcOion  from  the  dead.*' 

Li*fiiyi  i  would  h^ve  you  to  remark^  ihat  all  the  little  plafits 

in  the  gardcM  are  ingrafted  in  this  Plant  of  rcmiun  ;  "  1  am 

•  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches  :  he  that  -abideth  in  me,  and  I 

in  himj  the  fame  bringcth  forth  much  fruit :  for  witholit  mc 
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fe  can  do  notlitng.  I  am  like  a  green  fir-treCi  from  mc  is  thy 
Fruit  found*"  If  you  be  not  ingrafted,  Sirp,,in  this  Plant ^  you 
wifl  never  grow,  and  ail  the  trees  thai  are  not  planted  in  him 
irc  alt  but  weeds.  There  is 'a  time  coming  when  all  the  weeds 
will  be  plucked  up  :  And  iherefore  take  heed  that  you  be  in- 
l^rafted  in  him  by  a  f Ait h  of  God^3  operation*  So  much  for 
thc^r/i  thing  I  propofedt 

II.  The  ftcQfii  thin|^  was  to  fliew,  that  he  Is  a  rtnmvmi 
Piant  i  He  is  renowned  in  heaven^  and  he  is  renowned  on 
e^rth^  and  will  be  fo ;  **  For  his  name  Ihall  endure  for  ever/* 
PfaJ.  Jxxii.  17. 

0  he  is  renowned  !  for  what,  fay  you,  is  he  renowned  ? 

1  might  here  enter  upon  a  very  large  field;  I  (hall  only  {ell 
you,  that  he  is  renowned  in  his  pcrfon.  There  was  never  the 
like  of  him  }  the  two  natures  God  and  man  are  joined  toge- 
ther in  one  in  him,  Did  you  crer  fee  that  ?  If  you  have  not 
feen  thitj  you  have  not  feeo  the  myftery  of  godlinefs :  He  it 
the  moft  renowned  Pcrfon  in  heaven  ;  but  he  is  Immanuel* 
•'  God  tnanifeftcd  in  the  fleHi."  Then  he  is  renowned  for 
h|8  pedigree,  *<  Who  (hall  declare  his  generation  ?^  Confider- 
ing  him  as  God,  his  eternal  generation  from  the  Father  can- 
not be  told :  We  can  tell  you  he  is  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father,  but  we  cannot  tell  you  the  manner  of  his  generation  ; 
it  is  a  fecret  that  Grod  has  drawn  a  veil  upon,  and  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  venture  into  a  iearch  of  it ;  and  they  that  have  at- 
tempted it,  have  commonly  bogged  into  Arian,  Arniinian,  and 
Sabellian  errors.  Confidering  him  as  man,  he  is  fprung  of  a 
race  of  ancient  kings,  a  famous  catalogue  of  them  you  read  of 
in  Matth.  i.  And  who  can  declare  his  generation  even  as 
man  ?  For  he  was  born  of  a  virgin,  and  conceived  by  the  over- 
(hadowing  power  of  the  Higheft.  Then  he  is  renowned  for 
his  name ;  he  hath  a  name  above  every  name  that  can  be 
named,  whether  in  this  world,  or  in  that  which  is  to  come.  He 
is  renowned  for  his  wifdom  -,  for  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom 
and  knowledge  are  in  him.  He  is  renowned  for  his  power; 
for  he  is  not  only  the  wifdom  of  God,  but  the  power  of  God ; 
he  is  the  Man  of  God's  right-hand,  even  the  Son  of  man, 
whom  he  hath  made  ftrong  for  himfelf.  He  is  renowned  for 
his  veracity  and  fidelity ;  for  "  faithfulncfs  is  the  girdle  of  his 
reins,  and  righteoufnefs  the  girdle  of  his  loins."  Have  you  got 
a  word  from  him  ?  depend  upon  it,  it  is  a  ficker  word,  it  does 
not  fail ;  the  word  of  the  Lord  endures  for  ever,  when  heaven 
and  earth  (hall  pafsaway.  He  is  renowned  for  his  righteoufnefs; 
for  he  has  brought  in  anevcrlafting  righteoufnefs,  whereby  the 
law  is  magnified  and  made  honourablci  and  by  the  imputation 

of 
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of  wljicli  the  guilty  tranfgTcflbrs  arc  acquitted  ;  he  was  mnde 
"  fin  for  US|  who  knew  no  fin,  that  wc  might  be  made  the 
Tighteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  ;"  that  15 hu  nunCf  The  Lord  cur 
righiCQurncfs*  He  is  renowned  for  his  fulnefs^  for  ail  the 
fulncfs  oF  the  Godhead  dwells  bodily  in  him*,  he  is  ful]  of 
grace  and  truth ;  full  of  all  created  and  uncreated  excellencies. 
He  is  renowned  fof  hts  love  ;  what  but  love  brought  him  ovii 
of  the  bofom  of  the  Father  to  this  lowei  world  ?  what  but 
love  made  him  lay  down  his  life  for  his  people  ?  He  is  re- 
nowned for  his  liberality ;  he  has  a  full  hand  and  a  free  hearr» 
as  we  ufe  to  fay ;  he  cives  without  monev,  and  he  invites  all 
to  come  and  (hare  of  his  fulnefs.  He  is  renowned  for  bis 
conftancy  ;  he  is  Jefus,  the  fame  to-day,  yefterday,  and  for 
ever :  the  beft  of  men  will  fail  us  when  we  truft  them,  they  will 
run  like  fplinters  into  our  hands  when  we  lean  upon  them ;  but. 
Sirs,  you  will  find  Chrift  ay  the  fame,  to-day,  yefterday,  and 
for  ever.  And  then  he  is  renowned  for  his  authority  and  do* 
minion ;  it  is  great,  and  extends  far  and  wide,  whether  in  hea- 
ven above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath ;  and  his  dominion  reaches 
from  fea  to  fea,  and  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth  \ 
and  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  are  but  his  vafTals.  Thus,  I  fay, 
Chrid  in  every  refpeft  is  renowned. 
.  But,  here,  to  keep  by  the  phrafeology  of  the  text,  he  is  a 
renowmd  Plant*   Wherein  is  he  renowned  ? 

Firfl^  I  fay,  he  is  renowned  for  his  antiquity ;  **  I  was  fct 
up  from  everlafting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth 
was,"  Sec.  All  the  plants  in  the  higher  and  lower  gardens  of 
God  are  but  juft  upitarts  in  comparifon  of  him ;  angels  and 
archangels,  and  the  greatcft  fcraphims,  arc  but  of  yefterday 
in  comparifon  of  this  plane.  He  is  renowned  for  his  anti- 
quity ;  for  he  is  •*  The  Ancient  of  days,  and  the  everlafting 
Father,"  If.  ix. 

N.  B.  Here  he  was  defired  to  conclude  his  difcourfe,  hi  rc- 
fpe£l  the  work  in  the  church  was  over,  and  that  he  might 
give  w'ay  to  another  minifter  that  was  to  preach  the  ercn- 
ing  Sermon. 


Ezt^' 
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EzEK.  xxxiv*  ig.'^/ind  I  wiU  raife  up  fir  them  a  Plant  of 

nnovm. 

THE  SECOND  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT, 

I  HAD  occaGon,  upon  a  foJemnitT  of  this  nature,  not  long 
ago,  to  enter  upon  thefe  words,  but  had  not  time  to  go  far 
into  the  import  of  them  :  After  I  had  traced  the  conne^on 
of  the  words  a  little,  I  took  them  up  in  the  few  following  ptf* 
ticulars: 

I.  We  hare  here  a  great  blefling  promifed  unto  the  church, 
and  that  is  none  other  than  Cbrift  under  the  notion  of  a  Prince, 
and  a  P/ani  of  renown. 

%.  We  have  the  party  by  .whom  this  promife  is  made  in  the 
pronoun  (1)^  I  Jehovah,  the  eternal  God,  /  will  raife  up  for 
them  a  Plant  of  renown. 

3.  We  have  the  way  how  this  Plant  of  renown  is  raifed ; 
and  I  will  raife  him  up,  I  that  am  the  great  Hu(bandman  of 
the  vineyard,  /  will  raife  up  for  them^  &c.    Then, 

4.  I  noticed  the  perfons  to  whom  the  promife  Is  made,  / 
will  raife  up  for  them^  that  is,  for  his  church,  for  his  people 
that  are  brought  into  a  very  low  condition,  as  ye  will  fee  by 
reading  the  preceding  part  of  the  chapter ;  the  flock  of  Chrift 
were  Mattered  by  the  (hcpherds  of  Ifrael,  they  were  torn, 
they  were  devoured,  and  under  manifold  trials ;  well,  what 
will  the  Lord  do  for  his  flock  in  that  condition  ?  He  fays,  / 
will  raife  up  for  them  a  Plant  of  renown^  and  iheyfball  hunger 
no  more. 

The  obfervation  is  much  the  fame  with  the  words  them- 
fclves : 

Namely,  **  That  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  is  a  Plant  of  reno^un^ 
of  his  Fathci's  upbringing  j  /  will  raife  up  for  them  a  Plant 
of  renown. 

In  profecution  of  this  do£lrine,  I  propofed  to  obferve  the 
order  and  method  following. 

I.  To  prcmifc  a  few  things  concerning  this  blefled  Plant* 

II.  To  (hew  that  indeed  he  is  a  Plant  of  renown. 

in 


i 


was  laid  on  tliat  head. 

I  likewife  entered  upon  the  fcatuiy  and  fhewed  th 
is  a  Flard  cf  renoiun  in  feveral  rcfpecls  :  I  mentioned  < 
twelve  particulars  wherein  Chrift  is  renowned,  but  1 
rcfume  thcfe  neither. 

I  (hall  only  tell  you  a  few  things  wherein  this  blefl 
is  renowned. 

I  In  thejf;^  place,  this  blcflcd  Plant,  he  is  reno^ 
his  antiquity.  There  are  many  other  plants  in  God's 
as  angels,  feraphims,  cherubimsy  faints  militant  and  t 
ant,  they  are  all  plants  of  God's  garden ;  but  they  ar 
up-ftarts  in  comparifon  of  him  ;  for  he  was  fet  up  bei 
the  earth  was ;  you  will  fee,  that  one  name  of  this  Pla: 
nown  is,  the  cverlafting  Father,  or  the  Father  of  etci 
it  mary  be  rendered. 

2.  As  he  is  renowned  for  his  antiquity,  fo  for  his 
he  is  the  mod  beautiful  Plant  in  all  the  garden  of  G 
>m  the  Rofe  of  Sharon,  and  the  Lily  of  the  valleys  ; 
tlic  apple  tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood  :"  He  is  rei 
I  fay,  for  his  beauty,  and  his  glory,  for  the  glory  of  : 
in  him.  Is  there  any  glory  in  his  eternal  Father  ?  W 
glory  fhines  in  our  Immanuel  in  the  very,  brightne 
Heb.  i.  3.  He  is  the  •*  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glo 
the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon."  Now,  Sirs,  if  e^ 
eyes  were  opened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  take  up  t 
of  this  Plant,  his  glory  has  juft  dazzled  your  very  eyi 
that  never  faw  any  glory  in  hiin,  you  never  faw  him 
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Kower  of  the  field."  He  is  a  tree  evergreen;  he  never  fidesfum- 
mci  not  wintCFp  and  ftiall  be  ever  a  green  Plaiit  to  the  faints  as 
it  were  to  eternity.  When  mill  ion  b  of  agesj  yea  myriads  of  ages^ 
urc  pail  in  heav^cn,  he  will  be  as  freih  and  green  to  the  beiic- 
rcr,  as  vrben  he  firft  faw  him,  or  the  fifft  moment  the  faint 
watered  into  glory  :  Therefore  it  is,  that  the  fongs  of  the  re- 
deemed  in  glory,  are  ay  new  fongs,  and  through  eternity  wiU 
&y  be  new  fongs ;  h^caufe  they  will  ay  fee  matter  of  a  nevi^ 
fonei  and  the  more  they  fee,  they  will  more  wonder  at  htm 
through  eicrniiy.     Agam, 

4*  This  plant  is  renowned  not  only  for  his  verdure,  but  for 
Us  virtue.  We  read  in  Rev.  %x\u  *'  That  the  leaves  of  th^ 
tree  of  life,  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations,"  that  tree  of 
life  is  the  very  fame  with  this  Plant  ef  rms^n  ;  the  leaves  of 
dus  Plant  are  for  the  healing  of  the  narloas  i  and  we  that  are 
mtnifters  are  come  this  day  to  fcatter  the  leaves  of  this  tree 
of  life,  of  this  Plant  cf  renown  ^  try,  if  you  can  get  a  leaf  of 
it  applied  and  fet  home  upon  your  fouls,  depend  upon  it,  there 
is  virtue  in  dvery  word  of  his ;  Sirs,  mingle  faith  wttli  a  word| 
and  you  will  find  it  will  hafe  the  fame  efTicacy  with  you  as 
it  had  with  the  poor  woman  with  the  bloody  ilTue,  th.it  was 
healed  with  a  touch  of  the  hem  of  hi5  garment,  who  had  fpent 
all  her  living  on  do£lors*  O  fee  if  ye  can  find  him ;  I  aflure 
you  he  is  here,  he  is  behind  the  door  of  every  man's  heart.  Rev, 
iii.  20.  *'  Behold^  I  ftand  (fays  he)  at  the  door  and  knock,  if  any 
man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him, 
and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me  :"  and  O  let  him  in ; 
there  is  virtue  in  him  for  curing  you  all,  though  there-were 
ten  thoufand  milUons  of  you  more  than  there  are,  there  is  vir« 
tue  in  him  for  healing  every  one  of  you.     But  then, 

5.  This  blefTed  Plant,  he  is  not  only  renowned  for  his 
virtue,  but  likewife  for  his  fertility :  He  is  not  a  barren 
plant ;  he  would  not  be  renowned  if  he  were  barren ;  he 
brings  forth  all  manner  of  fruit  every  month ;  yea,  I  may  add, 
every  day,  every  moment.  You  read  in  Rev.  xxii.  of  the  tree 
of  life,  that  brings  forth  twelve  manner  of  fruits  every  month ; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  brings  forth  all  manner  of  fruit  that  is  necef- 
fary  for  a  poor  foul :  whatever  thy  foul  Itands  in  need  of  is  to 
be  found  in  him.  See  then  and  gather,  fee  if  you  can  gather 
fome  of  it :  There  is  the  fruit  of  his  incarnation.;  there  is  the 
fruit  of  his  death  ;  there  is  the  fruit  of  his  refurreftioo ;  there 
is  the  fruit  of  his  afcenfion ;  there  is  the  fruit  of  his  intercef- 
fion,  and  fitting  at  the  right-hand  of  God ;  there  is  the  fruit  of 
his  prophetic  office ;  there  is  the  fruit  of  his  prieftly  office ; 
there  is  :he  fruit  of  his  kingly  office;  there  is  the  fruit  of  his 
appearing  within  the  vail  ^  there  is  the  fruit  of  what  he  did 

without 
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without  the  vailj  and  without  the  cjmp,  O  *hat  fruit  is  here ! 
Here  is  wifdoni  for  fools ;  here  is  juftification  for  the  con- 
demned foul ;  here  is  fattdificatian  tor  the  polluted  foul,  and 
clothing  for  the  naked  ;  riches  for  the  poor*  bread  for  the 
hungry,  drink  for  the  thirfty ;  all  manner  of  fruit  is  htrc,  and 
Vfft  are  trying.  Sirs,  to  fliakc  the  tree  of  life  among  you,  and 
bleficd  be  God  they  may  be  gathered,  O  Sirs>  they  arc  drop- 
ping among  you  !  O  gather,  gather,  for  falvation  is  in  erery 
word  that  drops  from  him,  for  his  words  are  the  words  of 
eternal  life.     But 

6.  This  bleifed  Plant  is  renowned  forliis  fcent,  and  plea- 
fant  favour.     O  Sirs,  there  is  fuch  a  bleifed  favour  in  this 
Plant  of  renown^  as  has  caft  a  perfume  through  all. the  para* 
dife  above  \  he  ha^  caft  a  perfume  through  all  the  church  mi- 
litant, which  in  If.  v.  is  called  God's  vineyard.    O  Sirs,  do    I 
ye  find  any  thing  of  the  fcent  of  this  Plant;  I  can  tell  you,  if 
ever  you  have  been  made  to  ken  him,  it  will  be  fo,  Cant.  L  2. 
^<  Becaufe  of  the  favour  of  thy  good  ointment,  thy  name  is  ii 
~  ointment  poured  forth,  therefore  do  the  virgins  lore  thee." 
The  believer  finds  a  fcent  about  him,  he  draws  a  favour  from 
him.     What  is  the  defign  of  us  mihifters  but  to  caft  abroad 
his  fcent-,  and  it  is  by  this  we  win  fouls:  and  they  that  caft  out 
and  drop  the  Plant  of  renown  out  of  their  fermons,  no  won- 
der their  fermons  ftink,  and  they  (hall  ftink  to  eternity  that 
ihrow  Chrift  out  of  their  fermons.    The  great  bufinefs  of  mi- 
nifters  is  to  caft  forth  the  fcent  of  Chrift  to  people.     I  (hall 
read  you  a  word  to  this  purpofe,  in  ^  Cor.  ii.  14—16.  <<  Now 
thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in 
Chrift  :"  the  apoflle  triumphs  ip  him,  and  all  other  honelt  mi- 
nifters  will  juft  triumph  in  him  too,  and  all  Chriftians  triumph 
in  him  that  know  him ;  *•  And  maketh  manifeft  the  favour  of 
his  knowledge  by  us  in  every  place.     For  we  are  unto  God  a 
fweet  favour  of  Chrift,  in  them  that  arc  faved,  and  in  them 
that  pcrifh.     To  the  one  we  are  **  tlic  favour  of  death  unto 
death,  and  to  the  other  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  and  who 
is  fufficient  for  thcfe  things  ?*'    Who  is  able  to  tell  the  fwcct 
favour  that  is  in  him  ?  But  then,  again, 

7.  This  blcffed  Plant  (in  my  text)  is  not  only  renowned 
for  his  favour,  but  likewife  for  his  (hadow.  Cant.  ii.  3.  •'  I 
fat  Ado wn  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,"  the  fhadow  | 
of  the  Plant  of  renown.  You  are  all  litting  there  or  ftanding, 
but  arc  you  fitting  under  the  Plarit  of  renown  ?  Jonah's 
gourd  did  him  fervice  againft  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun  that 
was  like  to  take  away  his  life ;  but,  alas,  that  foon  failed  him ; 
for  God  fent  a  worm  and  fmote  it,  that  it  withered ;  and  the 
worm  of  death  will  foon  fmitc  and  wiiher  you  and  mc;  Oget 

in 
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ndet  rhc  (haJow  of  this  Phm  of  rm'm^tf  and  fc  are  fee  a* 

a^uiJift  de^th  hikI  vitiiiiiflivc  wf*tli  for  ever  \  i^ei  in  uUiif  r 
Ihadow,  the  fhad^iw  of  his  inUrcelRoTi,  the  ih.itlaw  of  hs* 
'tT,  the  Ihadow  cfhiii  providenct-i  ths  iltai^ow  of  hk  faith- 
cfs;  OIlcLlownuijcJcrbisriiadoWj^nctyouifriniintiflicherthcre 
lift  all  c!ea<Jly;  whatever  bhifls  come,  you  will  find  fiiftty 
e;  would  you  be  Ibailawed  from  t}ie  king  of  terrorst 
h  \%  a  terror  to  many,  i)  if  you  would  be  Ihidowf  d  iag4inlt 
awful  tcrroTS  of  deaih  and  God's  vcngciincc,  gtt  m  uadcr 
fludow,  and  you  ^re  fafc. 
Lgain  8.  This  Plant  is  renowned  for  his  (lature ;  he  is  a 

I  riant,  he  is  a  tail  Plant.  You  fee  the  heavens  above 
y  but  they  are  but  creeping  things  iu  coinpanlon  of  himj 
this  glorious  Plant,  "  he  is  the  high  <ind  iofiy  one  that 
ibits  eternity  ;*'  you  can  never  fee  his  height.     Your  eye 

look  high,  and  your  thought  will  reach  lj(|;her  \  but  nei- 
r  your  eye  nor  your  thought  will  reach  unto  hur.  He  is 
•r  than  all  the  cedars  in  the  Lebanon  oPGod  ;  "  Eye  haih 
fccn,  nor  hath  ear  heard^  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the 
rt  of  man  to  think  of  the  height  and  glory  of  this  Plant  of 
own.'*     But  then, 

L/i///^,  This  Plant  is  renowned  for  Ms  extent,  not  only  for 
ftacure,  but  he  is  a  broad  Plant.'  He  was  planted  in  the 
:  promife  in  Paradife,  he  fprcad  through  the  Old  Tefta- 
nt  church,  he  came  the  length  of  filling  the  land  of  Judea» 

at  longth  this  Plant  has  fpread  among  us,  and  O  that  I 
lid  fpread    him  among  you  I    and  O  that  I  could  open 

leaves*  of  this  Plant  to  take  you  in  I  he  is  a  broad 
nt,  he  will  ferve  you  all.  We  read  of  the  tree  of  life 
ng  on  every  fide  of  the  river.  There  is  a  great  river 
wixt  us  and  heaven,  and  that  is  death,  and  we  are  all  run- 
ig  to  this  river  of  death.  As  one  well  obfcrves  on  the 
cc,  this  tree  is  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  he  is  on  this  fide 
time,  and  he  is  on  that  fide  of  time.  Now  this  Pianr  is 
both  fides  of  the  river.  Though  you  were  going  to  the 
lies  of  America,  you  will  find  him  there  as  well  as  here,  if 

II  have  but  the  arc  *of  improving  him.  And  this  Plant  will 
ead  himfelf  through  all  kingdoms,  Habak.  ii.  14.  *'  The 
:th  fhall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the 
ird,  juft  as  the  waters  cover  the  Tea."  He  will  not  only  fill 
5  earth,  but  the  whole  heuvens  throughout  eternity.  O  he  is  a 
Dad  Plant  that  will  extend  hirafclf  both  to  heaven  and  earth  I 
id  this  (hall  ferve  for  the  y^rr<?//^/ thing  propofcd,  namely,  to 
:>w,  that  this  Plant  is  indeed  a  ten';\viied  Plant. 

111. The  third  thing  I  propofed  in  the  profecution  cf.this  doc« 
ine  was,  concerning  the  raifing  or  upbringmg  cf  this  Plant, 
Vot.  111.  y  y  '  Yoa 


or  Uii;i  hi    itcd  riant 

t//,  lie  w  is  riuT'd  up  In  tlie  counf-l  of  GoJ*s 
ctcvnitv.  1  lie  rrir.itv  l.u  in  council  ancnt  ihc  up 
liiin,  '*  The  counftl  of  peace  was  between  them  be 
vi.  13.  The  Father  and  the  Son  agreed  upon  it,  t 
fulnefs  of  timc^  the  Son  fhould  come  into  (he  world, 
again,  ■ 

idiyj  He.  was  raifed  up  in  the  firft  promife  to  . 
Eve.  Until  this  Plant  was  difcovcred  to  them, 
like  to  run  didrafled.  And  indeed.  Sirs,  if  Chrift] 
faw  where  they  were,  and  the  wrath  of  God  that 
over  their  heads,  they  would  be  ready  to  run  dilhra 
revelation  of  ChrUt  was  made  to  them.  All  the  p\ 
the  prophecies,  all  the  types,  and  all  the  dodrines 
Teftament,  were  the  gradual  fpringings  of  this  Piai 
was  under  ground,  until, 

3J/y,Hisadualmanifeftationin  the  flefh,when,in 
of  time,' he  appeared  :  **  In  the  fulnefs  of  time,  Goc 
hib  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law, 
them  that  were  under  the  iiw,  that  we  might  v 
adoption  of  fons."    And  then,  again, 

t^i/j/y.  Ibis  plant  was  raifed  up,  even  in  his  death 
cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living,  yet  even  th 
raifed  up,  even  in  his  very  death  ;  when  this  Piai 
down  on  Mount  Calvary,  his  fccnt  and  favour  ran 
moll  ends  of  the  earth.  And  wh.it  is  it  but  the  c 
the  crofs  of  Ciiriit,  that  cr.t.hcs  il;in' t;3  unto  this 
Thcfe  mlnlliers  muit  he  the  dcvii's  miniilcrs,  ond  i 
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J  hi  the'croCi  of  owrLord  Jcfas  Chrlft,  by  whom  the  woHd: 
ifiiclfKd  to  me,  andJt  unto  the  world/'  And,  writing  to 
Corinthfansi'be  fm,  *^  I  deGr^  tolenow  nothing  among 
bot  Jefut  Cbrtft,  and  him  crucified  ;*'  and  that  wili  be  the 
f  of  every  faiihfttl  tninifter  of  Chrid.  But  then^  agaii^  ^  «< 
^ijf  This  plant  was  raifed  up  in  his  irefurre^lion  from  the  . 
d; '  For  io  his  refurrediion  from  the  dead  he  was  "  deda* 
TO  ht  the  Soh  of  God  witli  powen  hj  the  Spirit  of  holu 
5.**  By  riie  upfpringing  of  this  Plant  after  it  was  cut  dawn, 
hopes  began  to  fpring  up  again :  And,  Sirs,  if  this  Plant  had 
fprung  up  again,  oar  hopes  had  perifhed  for  ever.  But 
iltffcd  be  the;  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^^ 
ich,  according  to  His  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten  us 
hi  unto  a  lively  hope,''  by  the  upfpringing  of  this  Piant^of 
0«^M,  after  he  was  cut  down.  A  living  Chrift,  Sirs,  is  no 
ill  matter,  a  living  Redeemer,  cur  life  is  jud  bound  up  in 
I  Plant  of  ren9ijmr  becaufe  I  live,  ye'ihaJi'  live  alio.  But 
n;.  again, 

Sfhiyi  This  Plant  of  renown  Was  raifed  up  higher  in  hts  afcen- 
1  into  heaven,  when  he  was  fet  **  down  oh  the  right-hand 
the  Majefty  on  high,"  after  be  had,  by  himfelf,  purged  bur 
J :  This  Plant  of  renown^  though  he 'be  preached  unto  us 
ntiles  in  the  church  militant ;  yet  he  is  now  in  perfon  re- 
vcd  up  into  glory,  i  Tim.  iii.  and  is  op  above  in  the  church 
imphant,  he  is  gone  up  with  a  (bout.  O  let  us  (ing  praifes 
th&  Plant- of  renonun^  for  he  is  gone  up  on  high  as  our 
ad,  as  our  God,  as  our  great  High  Pried,  in  the  higher 
ufe. 

And  then,  7/^/;',  Ke  is  raifed  up  Hkewife  in  the  revelation 
the  everlailing  gofpel.  And  thus  we  are  endeavouring  to 
fc  him  up  in  the  word  and  facrament  this  day,  as  *'  Mofcs 
:cd  up  the  ferpcnt  in  the  wildcrnefs,"  John  iii.  14;  fo  we 
:  endea\'0uring  to  lift  up  the  Plant  of  renown j  "  That  who- 
!vcr  believeth  in  him  (hould  not  pcrith,  but  have  everlailing 
;,"  John  iii.  16.  O  Sirs!  I  bring  this  Plant  of  renown  to 
u,  I  offer  him  to  every  one  of  your  hands,  and  fay,  Will  you 
ve  him  1  O  will  you  taRp  this  Plant,  and  fpread  his  favour 
long  you  ?  He  is  the  Father's  ele€l  and  delight,  and  fliall 
»t  all  this  company  fay,  It  is  he  in  whom  my  fouldcliglitcth? 
nd  O,  that  every  one  lof  this  company  were  faying  it  from 
c  favoury  fcnfc  of  it  upon  their  hearts !  O  carry  him  away 
[th  you,  carry  him  in  your  hearts  and  foreheads,  and  let  •ail 
e  world  know  he  is  yours,  "  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  ahi 
5." 

But  then,  again  further,  8M/j?,  This  Plant  of  renown  is  raifed 
>  in  the  day  of  the  chCirch's  reformation.     When  the  fallen  ^ 
bcrnaclc  of  David  is  reared  up,  then  this  Plant  appears  g^la- 


^ 


yea,  without  i'o  much  as  a  prottrft 
ihtm,  who,  1  am  perfuaded,  are  lovers  of  Chrift.  Al 
l)ears  there  is  little  courage  for  Chrifb,  to  whom  wc 
M  '.  i  Uy,  this  rijni  of  rfn^iun  is  raifed  up  in  the  ch 
formation ;  iruty  it  not  lie  faidi  '*  Thia  is  Zion  whor 
feck;: til  after?"  Civil  and  ecclcriaftic  authority  arc 
lo  bear  down  Chrifti  but  this  Plant  will  be  up  up 
let  them  tr^^ad  upon  him  in  his  members  as  they  will 
prenie  Deity  arid  fovereignty  in  his  church  will  yd 
for  bis  Father  h^th  f^id^  '^  Sit  thou  at  liiy  tight  han 
m-ike  thine  enemies  thy  faoiflool/* 

But  then  I  might  tell  you,  9^^^/>s  That  this  Pltmt  t 
will  be  raifed  gp  at  his  fecond  coming:  And^  O 
Plant  of  temwn  will  ihen^  appear  l^  difTrrtnt  view! 
dtfTercnt  lighis  1  To  the  faints  he  will  appear  in  gl 
wiil  lift  up  their  heads  and  Hng  :  But  as  for  the  wick< 
they  will  fee  him  all  in  red  flames,  ready  to  deftroy  ar 
them  :  behold,  he  will  come  in  the  clouds,  and  4 
flull  fre  him  ;  ihcy  that  have  pierced  him  by  error  j 
have  pierced  h4ifn  by  robbing  and  fpoiiing  his  peop 
prrvileges  wherewith  he  hath  made  them  free  \  thefej 
them  of  their  valuable  privileges  which  he  has  bo 
them  with  his  blood,  they  will  howl  and  cry  in  1 
>^  they  who  pierced  him,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  c 
wail  becaufe  of  him." 

And  then,  Lnftfy^  This  Plant  of  renown  win  be  rai 
the  fongs  of  the  redeemed  through  endlefs  eternit 
work  of  all  the  rarifoiiit'd  in  I'lnrv  will  he  to  raiff^  iin 
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He  fim^h  tiling  1  piapo£ed  was»  fcr  whom  h  a  tiutt 
u  rmifcd  tip  ? 
\  rsj  Cbroe  poot  tfatug  fay,  wn  lie  rtrr  nifrd  ap  far  Mtl 
rrJj  TTi:^  Strs,  be  was  ficvcr  raifcxl  up  for  iJie  falkii  aagdll 
*  rrr  i^  took  laot  on  him  Uic  rutirrc  of  an^lf,  bu!  He  MUk 
Aim  dbe«fccd  of  Abrah^nu^'     Our  lumrc  wms  ht^Mr  lifts 
It  idt,  bat  it  Cboa  fmak  below  tbe  b«Jt  tfa^t  ptrimeth, 
tJie  fccisod  Adam  took  mir  tiamre  upoa  hJA,  mnd  he  Kith 
'  k  to  s  higher  dignity  thast  the  fery  tii|*eUt  for  to  which 
an^ls  did  this  hdctmr  ftppcrtiin  to  be  tttiited  to  iho 
Son  of  Gad  ?  So  that  I  Ciy,  thjt  this  Pimtl  ^rvm$mm  m 
vp  {or  mmnktnd  frnneTSit  not  fi^  angel*  kmd  liniKT^  tii<t 
ttnukiad  ftuntT  that  hcitm  tf II  of  htm,  ihoiikl  lij  ddm 
,  2S  in  If.  ix.  6,     And  I  idtifc  trtrj  one  of  yon  miiii» 
froncrs  to  ^pply  it ;  **  Unto  us  a  Son  U  girat»  unto  tti 
Chikl  U  born^  and-  the  government  fh&li  be  upon  hit 
ilder :  And  hi^  name  ft  all  be  caUed  Wonderfttl,  ConnfeU 
The  Mi;^hiy  God,  The  ere? Zaaing  Fithf  r»  The  Pritiee  of 
feacc  j^  to  us  hr  15  gWcn  ;  unto  us  he  t»  bonu     1  remember 
angel,  at  the  birth  of  Chhft^  told  tbe  ihe pherdst  "  1  bring 
good  tidings  of  grc^it  jo^^  which  fliall  be  to  all  people  | 
tinto  jou  (finoers^  noi  unio  us)  is  born  thia  dii?^  tti  tbc 
of  David,  a  Sari  our,  which  is  Chrift  the  Lonl,"    O  Sirs^ 
all  this  companjr  receive  it  as  glad  tiiu*inga  of  great  joy  ^  for 
tell  you, thatthis  Plant  ef  rrmwn  ia  raifed  up  for  yoUp  if  jou 
ire  hot  a  heart  for  to  ufe  him.  As  the  firmament  is  for  yoit» 
you  will  open  your  eyes,  fo  the  Sun  of  rightcouftief^  \$  for 
Ttu,  if  you  will  open  your  hearts  10  him  :   for  the  Lord'd 
fake  do  not  refufc  him,  or  clfc  it  will  not  be  telling  yau  \  you 
^11  rue  It  to  ctcrniiy.  But,  fay  fonic,  arc  you  telling  us,  that 
Chrifl  was  raifed  up  (qft  all  mankind  i  That  is  not  what  I  fay  $ 
hut  I  fay,  that  Chrifl  was  revealed  to  all  mankind  :    I  abllraA 
iitm  fccrct  things*     Our  duty  is  to  go  mud  "  preach  tbe  got 
pd  to  <!vcry  creature*,"  therefore,  according  to  our  coin m if. 
fion,  we  bring  this  Phnt  ofrfn^^am  to  cvf  ry  cre^iturc,  whether 
^oung  or  ol^,  every  rational  creature  hcrci    wc  command 
yoa  (as  you  will  aufwcr  at  tbe  bar  of  th^  great  Corf*  aa  you 
ivill  anfwcr  at  the  day  of  judgement),  that  you  receive  this 
Pknt  €f  nm^vn*     For  the  Lord's  fake  do  net  re f ufe  him  %  for 
tbis  ts  the  condemnation,  that  this  Plnfii  is  brought  into  the 
.World,  and  the  world  will  not  receive  hinrii     IfCt  not  the  de- 
til  nor  an  unbelieving  he;irt  knock  ofF  your  hwi  ft:i  from  em- 
bracmg  and  receiving  him,  as  offered  in  this  gofpel  we  are 
preaching*     The  devil  and  an  unbelieving  heart  will  tell  vou, 
your  fins  are  fo  many,  and  you  have  run  on  fuch  a  courfe  of 
iftf  that  he  cannot  belong  unto  you  ;  but  the  very  thing  makes 


jujiiii    cauit     iiivru    uvi 


wiitic     lo    my     vicivii  J  .  v 

•'  For  to  iT.c  to  live  is  Chrill,  and  to  die  is  g^in," 
endlcfs  evermore,  becanfc  I  will  win  to  the  imme 
joyment  of  God,  and  abide  for  ever  under  the  rcfrel 
dow  oi  this  F^ni  of  renown^  >  . 


N/B.  I  thought  to  have  gone  thrbiugh  what'I  cjefi^tii 
fubje£l»  but  time  and  ftretigth  vrni not  ^llow ;  lib 
return  afterwards,  if  there  be  occafion  for  it.    ; 

The  Lord  bhfs  his  ^ord. 


EiBK*  ZXxir.  tg.^And  I'  will  raife  up  fcr  them  a 
Rcnoic/u 


THE  I^HIRD. SERMON  ON  THIS  T£XT. 

Y    ^^T^iIEjiftb]ihwg  is,  Why  is  he  raifcd  up,  01 
JL  .  ends  and  ufes  is  this  Plant  of  rrnonvn  ral 

jEkoVAH  ? 

Anfzu.  ift,  He  is  ralfed  up  as  a  Redeemer  to  fct 
tivcs  of  the  mighty  at  liberty.     It  was  a  pofing  quel 


tMBf 'man,  he  '*  nzkcs  Txrzjzr^xsryj^  for  zi!4fmj^  !>«>« 

24.  God  was  in  Cbfiil  t^zzMWji7;.z*z  rsic  vw.d  cqko  iiim« 
i  &c*  ••  When  wc  wrrr  tT«.air:,  -»c  vrr?  r&c/y^ik'i 
D  God  by  the  death  of  rii  >x.*  Ab^  O  «Lr.  a  i^c^ii 
Kter  is  ijt  to  be  leftored  to  :^  ixwovs  u^t-i  ir]euiLu'.'p  oi  ihu 
mm  Majefty,  to  whofe  vrssh  wt -m  :rt  rj  isif  9v^.a.<9M,  ^c» 
|2^,  He  is  raifed  up  as  a  Ssrrry.,  '^  y**  iuc  ckxk  iA  a  c</fo* 
If  of  broken  dpcn»  and  to  bc«d  X/iiz^^.^f  sx^dtr  a  bv^^d  to 
yy  juftice  for  their  aic^ef^  az^i  iL»*  i^c  u^Mud  rc/:acc  f /«e«ri 
Aedience  to  their  oaeodcd  Lord.  Hct.:^  Lc  u  c^:c :,  J!cb. 

25.  "  The  Surety  of  a  "wrTitr  't-'ti'/iernt ;"  sui,  2s  our 
fcty  he  fulfils  the  law  wh\ch,  -re  i^c  btvktn,  z%  -*  c^/ycri^nt, 
bin  its  do  and  die,  iooorroos  i^c  Lcainj  zsid  thtntugity/^^ 
{by  his  Spirit)  would  wrirt  rl'ie  .<,v  la  tiitir  hcartt,  a»  a 
e,  and,  by  putting  his  Spirit  wxd..:i  u.cos,  would  c'^auIc  thcin 
ralk  in  God's  ftatutcs. 

[iifff  He  is  raifed  up  as  a  renowa^d  lltAtXt  a  non-fuch 
fGcian,  £xod.  xr.  <*  I  am  tht  I^^rJ  rlfSt  lic^lcih  tijcc/* 
n»  through  fin,  is  become  a  Icf/':r  fr^n  head  to  foot,  full  of 
jnds,  bruifcs,  and  purrefyirg  fore*,  '/rf.jcij  rrtnicr^  l.i:/i  uii- 
•or  any  good  fervicc,  ur.St  fcr  iT.f.v-firi;^  i!.c  ends  of  hii 
ition,  to  gloiify  Gcd,  cr  to  c;.j'.)  h:rti  for  cv-r.  Well, 
rill  is  r*»ifcd  u^  fcr  the  rccovtry  aii'i  l.tiithof  ('.if:  ifcd  fouU  ; 
^as  opened  up  a  n.ecici  al  wcil,  Zwci:.  xiii.  1.  tli^t  walLcs 
n  lin  and  fromunclcar.r.-fs,  a:.d,  whatever  be  your  maladjr, 
invito  you  to  come  to  this  well,  and  waih  and  be  cicsnt 
Naamaii  in  the  wstirs  of  Jordan  ;  O  he  is  all  over  virtue  I 
"  leaves  are  for  the  he^l:n;r  ^f  the  nations."  And  in  a 
licui^r  manner,  his  coTimifiion  carri,!s  him,  to  heal  the 
k::n  in  heart,  and  to  bip.<l  up  all  thtir  wounds, 
/.^/j.,  He  is  raifed  up  as  n  Witnefs  to  tell  the  truth,  or  as  a 
phct  to  rcvenl  it.  V/c  have  by  the  fall  loft  the  knowIedj:« 
Sod,  and  of  his  trurh,  and  any  knowledge  of  the  truth 
r  remains  with  us  by  miur-j,  it  is  detained  in  utirighteouf- 
5.  Well,  Chriil  comes  to  n^ake  a  re/olation  of  God,  and 
he  thmg!?  of  God  unto  us  ;  tha(  Chriil  was  raifed  up  for 
i  end,  fee  Deut.  xviii.  18.  •*  I  will  raife  ihcm  up  a  Tro- 
t  like  unto  thee,  from  aiTiong  their  brethren,  and  will  put 
words  in  his  moudi,  unA  he  (hall  fpeak  unto  them  all  that 
all  command  him."  l>at  fee  the  awful  certification  that 
ows,  vcr.  19.  •'  WhofotVLr  will  not  hearken  unto  my 
•ds,  that  he  fliili  fpcak  in  my  name,  1  will  require  it  of  him." 
\(hlyt  He  is  raifed  up  as  a  Leader  unto  the  people-  We  h-Ave 
our  way  to  heaven,  ar.d  Satan  was  leading  all  mankind  to 
blindfold.  But  Chriil  came  to  (licw  us  the  path  of  life, 
to  I'-ad  us  into  it,  and,  by  his  leading,  he  caui<3  the  w^y- 

farifjjr 


cate  with  the  Father,  to  plead  ou¥  caufe,  and  to  agei 
fincfs  in  heaven  :  As  a  Shepherd,  to  feed  his  church  ; 
in  the  tvildtrnefs ;  **  He  tliall  feed  his  flock  like  a  i 
&c* ;  As  a  prince,  to  rule  them  by  his  word  acd  fp 
the  '*  Prioce  of  pcrtce,  and  of  llie  increafe  of  his  gc 
and  peace  there  fhall  be  no  end,"  6^c. :  As  an  ever] 
ther,  in  whom  the  fatherlcfs  family  of  Adam  find  m< 
As  a  wonderful  Counfi^llor^  to  give  counfel  in  all 
diMcuh  cafes,  £cc. :  As  a  Hufband  and  Brldegroor 
riJh  and  comfjart  his  church  and  people,  and  accoi 
betrothes  her  unto  him  for  ever-  But  thefe  tiling 
in&a  upon-     I  Uaflen  forward  to 

VI,  The Jixth  thiftg,  which  was  the  appltcatlon  of  th 
Is  it  fo  that  Chrill  is  ^FlaTst  ofrcmwn^  raifed  up  by  J: 

Thco,  jy?.  Sec  heu€<;  the  inicjuity  and  wickechad 
nnen,  who  lludy  to  derogite  from  the  glory  of  thi 
tA  Plant,  The  Arians  would  darken  the  reoovi 
bleffed  Plant,  by  denying  his  fup  re  me  Deity,  and  m^ 
an  inferior  and  dependent  being  j  the  Soc inland,  b 
he  b:til  any  being  before  hi:3  aclual  incarnation ;  i 
aians,  by  denying  bis  righteouCnefe,  and  by  making 
cy  of  bis  grace  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  man  and 
of  depraved  nature.  O,  Sirs,  Chrift  is  not  renownc 
land  this  day,  either  among  miniflers  or  profciTors, 
fomctimcs  been.  "  The  Head-lione  of  the  corner  is 


mtptu  (idfners  13  m  admee  tbe  ^oij  of  Aa  PJmH  ^fv* 
^■W,  tlic  fmt:!!  aiid  JATouT  of  hu  MaAet  wHt  be  abooc  him^ 
^Bpch  tile  true  diiciples  of  ChrUI  will  difirtnt.  , 
^b^^  See  bence  whoK^  ft  jb  dtf  >cfiefefs  lack  to  AO^ 
^Kaace^,,  where  tbej  can  |a  AcH  Jjfpmfed  bj  tbdc  tbac 
^Kr  Cbftfl's  commi&oa  to  diip«ife  die»*  Wbjr*  k  m  tb« 
^Bt  of  the  Piami  ofr^m^wm  tbst  dfaws  tfaoe  tbvdkcr;  benot 
^Hl  chat  his  tabefnM^e$  are  ajniahiep  *^  ssd  &  <ift^  ia  hb  comtl 
^Htr  thin  a  thoiilkiid;*  wbj,  hb  Cbent  perfa^iKS  tbcCe  fn- 
^Bi  of  Zion^  a^  with  mjrrh,  aloes,  md  caffia^^  6C£« 
^WA/f«  See  beooe  wb j  Cod  the  Fatlicr  u  eallcd  a  W^rlkaful, 
^^L  Wbj'ph  he  is  lb  c^Ied  with  tie&Mioe  unto  lus  rufing  up 
^KP/ffltr  ofremown,  John  xr.  s,  **  I  sm  the  [roe  Vfae^  sod 
^Bkchcr  h  the  Hiifbaad>Tian  ^'^  be  railed  him  op a«  tb^  rooc^ 
^Hfi{>heM  him,  aad  talus  branchy  of  Che  wild  oKw^  eod 
^Hb  them  into  bim«  aiid  nukfi  them  frmtfoJ^  ^» 
^Bi/p,  S«e  hence  the  r^gird  that  G'^nI  oaxh  £&t  bb  chiu'ch 
Bpii  earth,  «»  his  own  gaiden*  Wb j,  be  planis  chfs  Tree  ei 
K  Jo  her,  b J  which  Ihc  bo^me  a  oew  paridile.  Tne  tipe  of 
^K  that  grew  ia  the  eaitatj  paradjie,  which  wat  the  (eal  and 
Heiaaieat  of  the  eovvnant  of  w\>rk^,  u  loojt  fifice  witnertd  and 
Hie  i  bat  che  tree  of  life,  in  the  new  garden,  of  God'i  plants 
^^  of  which  erep  m  finnex  may  cat,  and  live  for  ever,  wiU 
^^sr  wither*  O  let  ns  adoiire  God^s  W3f  of  grace  1  Ijc  i% 
K^iU  of  wonder,  \n  pro  Tiding  thi^  renowoed  l^Iaai,  this  Dew 
Bkee  of  lifs,  for  us.  His  fruk  u  £0  fir  from  beijig  forhiddeii, 
Mt  it  is  God's  great  cam«Tinfldrtifat  to  all  finoer^^  **  to  oJoie 
md  eat,  a^d  live,"  6c:.  ,    * 

L  (Sl£/^,  See  benee  the  exceUencj  of  Cbrift*  m  his  pedbn, 
ntare,  9£o^  a^'d  appearances^  Why,  be  is  the  Plamt  ofr^ 
mwn^  O  Sirs,  Chri^  is  foeh  m  excellent  perfofi,  that  he  is  the 
Kcnown  of  tlte  familjr  of  heaven  sod  ear ch;  he  is  the  Resiown  of 
m  F  atherj^  for  he  ts  **  the  bri^htoefs  of  his  glorjr.'*  He  Is  the 
PUoDwo  of  earth,  £or  hy  him  the  human  oature  is  raifed  up 
p  a  higher  glor^  than  that  of  aogels  |  for,  cveo  as  Mediator, 
k  **  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  cxceUeot  nsme  than 
W^^  O  j^tiJd  aot  tTmry  oneof  mankiDd  iimien  be  readj  u> 
«ty,  ^'  Olet  his  naine  eodure  for  ever,  let  his  name  be  eontJouef 
94  long  as  Che  San  ;  for  inen  arc  bieSed  it;  him :  aad  O,  bletK^ 
be  his  glorious  imoie  £br  ever,  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  ill- 
cd  with  his  gloiy  ?*• 

.  JtUf^  See  what  makes  a  land  or  a  charch  plea(ant^  a  lleph- 
iuboh  or  a  Beolah  unto  the  Lord.  Wh  j,  it  is  the  P/amt  ofre- 
mntm  that  ms^kes  anj  church  or  land  deledable :  If  the  PloMt 
if  nnovm  and  his  intereil  be  thriviog  in  a  land'or  churchy  it 
Vol.  III.  %  z  inaJu» 


difckes  tier  "  bettttifd  for  ficiutticm,  the  joy  of  the  Ivhofe 
earthy'*  8fcc. 

itbfy.  See  when  it  is  that  ft  chtirch  lofes  her  beaotir  tnd 

g'  Sbry;  iaid  makes  defefiibn.  Why,  it  is  when  Chrift  lofes  his 
vbiir  amobg  her  ibiiiifters  and  profefibrs :  And  when  this 
Plant  of  renown  is  rejelfted,  God  rqeAs  that  church,  aad  gtVes 
her  to  the  fpoil.  Sirs^  Chriil  has  been  long  preached  in 
Scbthibd,  but  folk  hare  not  entertained  him  by  faith,  and 
cHdrefbre  the  Lord,  at  this  day,  b  threatening  to  take  his 
Chriil  altogether  away  from  among  us. 

"^thlji  See  henbe  how  a  perfon  may  know  whether  ttiat- 
tfers  be  right  or  wroh^  whether  he  be  thriving  and  profperiog 
in  grace,  or  if  he  be  decaybg  and  going  backward*  WHt>  it 
isr  ay  right  with  the  foiil,  in  whom  and  with  whom  GUm  is 
in  the  afcfcndant.  Is  the  Plant  of  renown  rifing  or  jgoing  back 
with  you?  If  he  be  rtfing,  then,  (i.)  He  will  be  raifed  up  in 
foxir  efteem^  as  with  David,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  and  Paul,-  Philip. 
Si.  8.  9*  (2.)  In  your  afitdion  and  love,  "  Wfaoiii  having 
nSt  fcen,  we  love,**  &c.  "  Lord  (fays  Peter),  thou  knov^eft  aB 
things,  thoii  knowefl  I  love  thee,"  &cc.  (3.)  He  wttt  be  rai- 
fed up  in  our  meditation ;  every  thought  will  be  a  captive  to 
his  obedience,  and  our  "  medications  of  him  will  be  fweet, 
ind  our  fouls  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  when  yon 
remember  him,  and  meditate  upon  him,"  &c.  (4.)  He  will 
be  raifed  up  in  your  talk  and  walk,  they  will  have  a  favour 
of^e  Plant  of  renown^  and  the  chat  and  common  talk  of  the 
world  will  be  taftelefs,  like  the  white  of  an  egg,  tpyou.  But, 
O,  .a  talking  of  .Chriil,  and  of  his  truths,  and  of  the  concerns 
of  his  glofy,  will  go  well  down  with  you.  "  (5.)  He  will  be 
raifed  tip  in  your  religious  worihip,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate, when  you  go  to  prayer,  when  you^  go  to  hear  tbe 
word,  or  when  you  go  to  a  communion  table,  nothing  will 
plcafe  bttt  thrill  himfelf.  "  O  that  I  knew  where  1  might 
find  him.  One  thing  have  I  dcfired,  and  that  will  1  feck  af- 
ter," Su:.  (6.)  He  will  be  raifed  up  in  your  wifiies  and  en- 
deavours for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  and  glory,  is 
as  far  as  your  power  can  go.  And  whenever  his  caufe  comes 
tipon  tlic  field,  or  the  cry  is  made,  "  Who  is  on  the  Lord's 
fede  ?'*  You  \yill  ay  ftudy,  in  your  fphere,  to  take  that  fide 
Where  you  think  Chriil  Hands,  and  contend  and  witnefe  for 
him,  his  truths,  his  ways,  and  worfliip,  according  to  yonr 
power,  ficc. 

idtily.  May  be  by  way  of  lamentation.  If  Chriil  be  the 
Plant  of  renown,  raifed  up  by  his  eternal  Father,  may  it  not 
be  for  matter  of  lamentation  chat  the  Plant  of  renown  is  in  fo 

little 


^  jr^ueft  nvf^m  iw  at  jhis  day,  afid  th*^  »lM?nc  is  fpcfe  » 
i|c(&ui^  away  of  the  ^pry  pf  tbi|  tilefled  ij^l^qt-  Somff^ 
»dtM?g  way  th^  glory  pf  Y^  ffxpTiSfpe  IhdiQr,  4|i  y W  WPrp 
§ri|»gt  9»^  ftil4ying  tp  reduce  )iii»  pxnfif^g  tbp  lapj^  of  jarw- 
l  aild  d^pepjcnt  l^eings :  Some  pluckiog  ^f  jii^  fove|»]gi)tj 
i  Alptemacy,  ao*  the  a)pp^  Head  and  Kfiyg  of  bif  pjiHr<^;& 
9fting  lawf  tnpppfiftent  wi^h,  and  dire^ly  pppo^tc  mUk 
efe  laHT?  tb^t  he  has  given  ip  his  word :  Soijae  pluckipg  $t(  ^e 
|i|>eity  :t^|iin:ew.ith  he  has  ipade  his  piDople  free,^'  by  yipl^it 
tiufioop  pf  ipinifters  upon  cppgregatipi)8»  cpptr^ry  tp  fcfjp-* 
vp  ymcrUf  and  the  covenanted  fivorn  pripcji^.of  ^e  !chpr(4i 
Sc^t^ind^  iqfcrtpd  in  fccr  fepqks  of  difpipUnp,  .  r 

0  Sirs,  if  the  Pidnt  0/  renown  were  flouiifliing  ji}  %hft 
id,  there  i^roiiM  n5>t  he  fo  many  i^ifaypury  fdapts  9)}.QV^ 
gfTow  or  come  up  io  his  vineyard,  as  ther^.^^  at  thi^  i%j. 
bje  plant  of  P9pi&  idolatry  U  cpnpived  at»  and  Qn  tbe  grPWr 
g  ^pd,  both  thropgh  Scotland,  England,  ap4  ln^4'  T^^ 
ant  of  prelacy,  ^rrpr,  and  faperftitjon,  tptenm/e,  cpot|:arj 
ioiecpn  cpveDaot  engagements,  which  the  htnd  Ue9  pnder  $ 
e  plant  of  unfound  profefiors  of  diy^ni^y,  ppi(pn^|;  our 
vmtains  pf  learning,  ^  femiparies  for  the  bply  p)io>ftry  t 
e  plant  pf  )ax  erroneous  n^ipifters  and  preachprs,  are  grpW^ 
g  up  appce,  apd  filling  the  land  ^every  day.     The  pl^t  pf 

1  malignancy  agaipft  $kfi  power  of  religion  apd  9  covenanted 
fpnpatioQ  is  growing  pp,  efp^cially  among  a  fet  of  pretend- 
[  PreS>yteriaos,  falfely  fo  called.  The  plant  pf  p^pfanity  i^ 
^pri/bing  apace,  men  abandoning  themfelyes  unto  wic}^ed- 
tfs,  fnd  giving  themfelvjcs  Ipofe  ^ein^  in  driqking>  fweafring, 
3tipg,  whoredomi  drupkennefs,  Sai>ha|th-breaking,  and  ^ 
apoer  of  ahominadons,  hprlefquipg  the  fcripture?,  fidicpUng 
e  worlhip  of  God,  and  brealcing  their  prpfane  jefts  upon  the 
cred  things  of  God*  The  plant  of  eicc|eiiafti£al  tyranny, 
hich  {eeined  to  be  pipt  a  little  thefe  twp  yearsxbygone,  is 
routing  s^gain  as  fail  as  evjcr,  notwithQanding  the  great  cries 
'  3,  pretended  reformation  that  we  heard  among  a  great  many 
ipi^ers  and  profeiTor:!  in  the  efiaplijhed  church;  witoefs 
e  proceedings  of  the  lall  Affembly,  in  the  cafe  of  Dennie 
hI  Traquair,  and  the  entertainment  of  the  petition  of  the 
tjriib  of  Stow.  I  f^y,  aU  thefe,  aqd  many  other  things  that 
ight  be  infilled  upon,  evidently  declare  that  the  Piant  ofre- 
wn  is  npt  raifed  up  among  us,  but  rather  that  his  flavour 
id  favour  is  gone  away,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  amongfl: 
agiftrates  and  mijiiilers,  from  judicatories  and  afiemblies 
r  worfliip,  and  from  among  the  generality  of  profeflprs  and 
habitants  of  the  land.    Yea,  many  come  that  length,  that, 

lik^ 


3(4  7^  f^  ^f  Jf^nowHp 

like  the  Gadarenes,  they  would  be  well  content  that  Chii^ 
were  quite  departed  out  of  our  coafts,  that  thej  might  with 
freedom  enjoy  theit  fwiniih  lulls  ;  and  indeed  he  fieems  to  be 
taking  his  leave  of  us.  But  O,  what  will  follow  upon  hisde- 
tenure  ?  **  Wo,  wo,  alfo  unto  thete,  when  I  depart  from  them,*' 
See  what  comes  of  the  vineyard  of  theLord  df  hofts,  If.T.  from 
thp  beginning,  when  h^  departs  he  takes  awaj  the  heldge.  Sec. 
iitify.  Is  in  a  word  of  exhortation.  Is  it  fo  that  Chrift 
*  is  a  Plant  6/ renown  raifed  up  by  JehoVah  ?  Then  let  all  that 
bear  the  naine  of  Chrift,  efpecially  you  who  have  been  enter- 
tained at  his  table,  and  talked  of  his  fpecial  love  and  goodnefs, 
fiudy  to  anfwer  God's  defign,  in  raiung  up'for  us  this  Fimi 
^renovht.  •  , 

-  Take  this  in  the  following  particulars,  with  which  I  con- 
clude, (i.)  Sit  down,  and  reft  your  weary  fouls,  under  the 
ihadow  of  this  renowned  Plant,  after  the  example  of  the 
fpoufe.  Cant.  ii.  ^  I  fat  down  under  his  fhadow  with  great 
delight."  When  you  find  no  reft  in  the  world,  by  reafon  of 
temptations,  affliftions,  and  the  working  Of  indwelling  cor- 
ruption, and  when  you  are  crying,  **  O  tell  me  where  he  ma- 
keth  his  flocks  to  reft,"  let  your  recourfc  be  ay  to  the  Plant 
^rena%vn,  for  to  him  •*  fliall  the  Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft 
Uiall  be  glorious.''  (2.)  I  invite  you  to  come  and  behold  the 
glory  and  beauty  of  the  Plant  of  renown :  "  O  look  unto  him, 
and  be  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth."  God  the  Father 
thinks  fo  meikle  of  this  Plant  of  his  own  raifing,  that  he  in- 
vites the' whole  world  to  behold  him  as  the  delight  of  his  very 
foul.  If;  xlii.  1.  ^*  Behold  my  Servant  whom  1  uphold,  mine 
£le£t  in  whom  my  foiil  delighteth.*'  It  is  by  beholding  of 
bis  glory,  that  the  work  of  fandification,  and  conformity  to 
the  divine  image,  ffnd  the  life  of  religion  is  maintained  and 
kept  up;  2  Cor.  iv.  laft.  <f  All  we  beholding,  as  in  a  glafs,  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image.  (3.)  Com6 
and  feed  upon  the  fruit  of  this  Plant  of  renown;  •*  For  his 
flefli  is  meat  indeed,  and  his  blood  is  drink  indeed."  You 
have  been  iat  his  table,  and  perhaps  got  a  meal  there,  but. 
Sirs,  you  would  be  continunlly  feeding  upon  him.  You 
ice,  in  the  clofe  of  the  verfe,  this  Plant  is  raifed  up  to  be 
food  to  the  hungry;  '^  I  "will  raife  him  up  for  them,  and 
they  (hall  hunger  no  more,'*  or  be  confumed  with  hunger  no 
more  ;  and  therefore  be  ay  feeding  upon  his  fruits,  for  they 
are  "  fweet  to  the  tafte,  and  make  the  lips  of  them  that  arc 
cflcep,  to  fpcak,  like  the  heft  wine  that  goeth  down  fweetly," 
&c.  (4.)  Whenever  you  find  yourfclves  wounded  by  tcmp- 
fRtion,  or  corruptioO|  or  the  world,  come  to  the  Plant  of  re- 
^    •     '  now/^ 
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nmferbealing,  for  his  ''leaves  a^e  for  the  healing  of  the 
tcions.*'  Your  have  a  fweet  proroife  to  this  purpofe,  Mai* 
'{ 'S.  "  To  joa  that  fear  tnj  name  fhall  the  Sua  of  righte- 
iifiiefii  arife  wiib  healing  in  his  wings  ;  and  'ye  ihall  go  rorth, 
id  grow  up  as  calvesof  tibe  fta11y*'&c.  ( j.)I^^ine  exhort  joti, 
t  yonr  fphere,  minifters  and  private  Chrif^ians^  and  I  wonid 
in  take  home  th^  exhortatipn  to  mjfelf.  O  let  us  all  join  ifltxe 
ith  the  Father  of  Chpfiy  in  ftudjing  to  raife  up  this  Plant 
^nnowHf  and  to  make  him  more  and  more  jrenowned,  this 
ill  be  the  ambition,  and  refolution,  and  endeavour,  of  all  that 
now  him.  Pfal.  xlv.  at  the  clofe,  fays  the  church  there, 
I  will  make  thy- name  to  be  remembered  in  all  generations^ 
lerefore  ihall  the  people  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  for  ever  ana 
Tcr.''  Let  us  (that  are  miniflers)  preach  and  proclaim  his 
ighteoufnefs  and  renown,  and  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  in  the 
reat  cbngregation.  And  you  (that  are  the  people)  O  ftudy 
>  commend  him  by  your  walk  and  talk^  and  the  holinefs  of 
our  converfation,  upon  all  QCcafions ;  and,  when  hi$  caufe 
tid  intereft  in  the  land  is  in  fuch  a  finking  condition,  let  us 
ike  a  lift  of  it.  Let  us  lie  at  a  throne  of  grace,  pleading,  that 
e  would^not  forfake  the  land  ;  but  that  he  would  yet  return, 
ttd  be  "  the  glory  in  the  midft  of  us,"  Zech.  ii,  5. 
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GOD'S  DOVES  FLYING  TO  HJS  WINDOWS. 


s.  Ix.  8. — Who  are  thefe  that  Jly  as  a  clotfdf  and  as  dpves  to 
their  windows  / 

[N  the  lad  verfe  of  the  preceding  chapter,  Gk>d  had  made 
a  promife  of  the  continuance  of  the  church  upon  earth  to 
be  uttermoil  ages  of  time :  **  As  for  me,  this  is  my  cove- 
ant,"  &c.  Here,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  we  have 
promife  concerning  the  enlargement  of  the  church  under 
be  New  Teftament,  unto  the  uttermoft  ends  of  the  earth : 
/*cr.  3.  4.  "  And  the  Gentiles  (hall  come^  to  thy  light,  and 
ings  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifing.  Lift  up  thine  eyes  jl 
>und  about|  and  fee ;  all  they  gather  themfdves  together,^  fl 
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tbey  CQxne  to  thee,  thy  foos  ihall  come  from  far,  and  thy 
daughters  (haU  t^e  nurfed  at  thy  fide.*'  We  are  likewife  iM^ 
how  the  church  fball  be  affeSedwith  this  incre^fe  of  her  nuqa-. 
ben  and  enlargement  of  her  borders,  (i.)  She  will  be  in  a 
ixaofport  of  joy  upon  this  account ;  ver.  5;  **  Thou  jbalt  £pe 
and  flow  together,"  Sec.  (}.)  There  wiU  be  a  ipiztur^  of 
fear  with  this  joy ;  '^  Thine  heart  ihall  fear/'  as  though  it 
were  a  thing  unlawful  to  join  with  the  Gentiles,  &c.  (3.) 
She  ihall  be  enlarged  with  love,  fo  as  to  leave  1:00m  for  all 
^e  Gentile  converts.  (4.)  She  ihall  be  ilruck  with  furppic ' 
•  iind  wonder,  faying.  Who  art  theft  thqtjly  /  Sec. 

Where  four  things  are  confideraUe.  i.  We  have  a  fweet 
fight  that  thfc  Old  Teftament  church  gets  of  the  ilate  of  mat- 
tery under  the  New  Tefiameot,  upon  the  revelation  of  Chrift 
in  the  gofpel  aipong  the  Gentiles.  Why,  ihe  fees  poor  fouls 
iipon  the  wing,  in  great  multitudes,  flying  to  a  Saviour;  and 
a  fweeter  fight  cannot  be  feen  upon  earth,  <&x.  %.  Notice 
the  manner  of  their  flight  i  they  fly  as  a  cloudy  and  as  4bfv/ ; 
Of  which  more  particularly  afterward,  when  we  come  tQ 
profecute  the  do&rine.  3.  Notice  the  tertn  or  objed  of  their 
flight ;  they  fly  to  the  windows  for  their  relief.  J^ike  the 
windows  of  the  ark  of  Noah,  whereat  the  dove  enter^,  when 
.  ihe  could  find  no  place  for  the  fole  of  her  foot,  becaufe  of  the 
deluge.  4.  Notice  the  pleafant  furprife  that  the  prophet  or 
the  Old  Teftament  church  is  put  into  at  this  fight.  This  is 
implied  in  the  maimer  of  the  fpcech,  (Who  are  tbtfe^)  She 
is  flriken  with  a  pleafant  aftonifhment,  to  fee  the  finners  of 
Gentiles,  ^*  aliens  to  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  ilrangers  to 
the  covenant  of  promife,"  flocking  in  to  Chrill ;  Chriil  preach- 
ed unto  the  Gentiles,  and  the  Gentiles  believing  in  Chrift, 
being  a  branch  of  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  x  Tim.  iiit 
and  laft. 

Obs.   That  the  flight  of  finners  to  a  Saviour  is  a  fweet  and 
furprifing  fight.     Who  are  thefe  that  fly  as  a  cloud  f  &c. 
The  method,  through  divine  afliftance  fliall  be, 

I.  To  fpeak  a  little  of  this  flight  of  the  finner  to  Chrifl, 
and  fl)ew  what  it  imports. 

II.  I  would  fpeak  a  little  of  the  manner  of  their  flight : 
^hey  fly  a^  a  cloudy  and  as  doves.  What  may  be  couched  in 
thefe  metaphors. 

III.  Speak  a  little  of  thefe  windows  to  which  they  fly. 

IV.  Shew  that  this  is  a  fweet  and  furprifing  fight. 

V.  Apply  the  whole, 

I.  The 


jMs  Bave^^fi^  i6  bis  Wtndowii  ^6^ 

t.  The  Jbjl  thing  ia,  to  fpeak  a  littk  of  the  flight  of  a  liii. 
iier4b  Ghrift^  the  Savionr. 

xjip  Then,  This  flight  fapp6f<^  that  ibme  fpiritaal  life  ind 
lenUtion  is  given  to  the  fiaoer ;  for  there  can  be  n6  flying 
without  life*  The  finner  is  by  nature  dead  in  fin^  legallj 
dead,  and  fpirituallj  dead ;  Eph.  ii.  i.  ^  You  hath  he  quick* 
etied;  who  were  dead  tn  trefflaflres  and  fins."  The  Spirit  of 
Kfe  diat  is  in  Chrift  Jefns  enters  into  the  dead  foul,  and  quick<« 
ehs,  and  gives  it  at  ImH  a  fenfation  of  its  cafe,  otherwile  there 
can  be  ho  fijing  to  Chrift* 

*Jfy,  This  flight  fnppofes  or  implies  an  apprehenfion  and 
fear  of  danger  from  a  purfuing  enemj.  The  poor  foul  is 
niade  to  fee  danger  from  the  broken  law>  danger  from  the 
fword  of  juftice,  the  avenger  of  blood,  and  thereupon  he  £dis 
a^ttembling,  like  the  jailor,  **  Sirs^  what  itauft  I  db  to  be 
favi^"  &c. 

Sdfyi  This  flight  of  the  foul  to  Chrift  implies  a  renuncia« 
tion  of  relief  from  thefe  Ijring  refuges^  in  which  it  had  for* 
iiierlj  been'  truftihg.  The  man,  in  fljing  ^o  Chrift^  redounces 
an  emptjr  profeflion,  his  common  gifts^ .  his  comihon  ghLCes^ 
his  gofpel  advances,  his  law  works,  his  own  holindTs  and 
righteouihefi,  his  tears  and  prayers  ;  his  righteoufoefs  cannot 
profit  him,  therefore  he  cries  out^  **  Aftiur  fliall  not  fave  us  { 
We  win  not  ride  upon  horfes,  neither  will  we  faj  any  more 
to  the  work  of  our  hands.  Ye  are  our  gods ;  for  in  thee  the  fa* 
theflefs  findeth  toercy,'*  Hof.  xii.  3.  "In  vain  is  falvation 
hoped  for  from  the  hills,  and  from  the  multitude  of  m6tin- 
tains;  truly  in  the  Lord  our  God  is  the  falvation  of  his 
people." 

4/£7^,  It  implies  a  difcovery  and  uptaking  of  Chrift,  and 
of  his  falvation,  as  he  is  held  out  in  the  goljpd.  A  beam  of 
divine  light  fliincs  into  the  heart,  "  even  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  (or  perfon)  of  Jc- 
ftts  Chrift,'*  whereby  the  man  fees  him  to  be  indeed  what  the 
gofpel  reprefents  him  to  be,  a  nonfnch  and  incomparable  Sa- 
viour;  one  that  h  the  **Man  of  Grod's  right  hand,"  Pfal. 
Izxx.  17.;  "  the  Man  who  is  God's  fellow,"  Zech.  xiii.  7. 
and  therefore  mfghty  to  fave,  &c. 

Sthfy,  This  flight  of  the  foul  to  Chrift  implies  the  foul's 
hearty  approbation  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  way  of  falvation 
through  Chrift,  as  an  ordinance  of  God  calculate  for  his  glory, 
as  well  as  for  his  own  fafety  and  happinefs.  O,  fays  the 
man,  **  It  is  indeed  a  faithful  faying,  ahd  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation, that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fin* 
ners."     I  fee  this  method  of  falvation  through  the  new  ahd 
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living  way  to  be  every  way  w6rthy  of  the  wifdoin  of  Gbd^ 
and  calculate  for  the  tnanifeftation  of  the  glory  of  his  bolinefiu 
juftice,  fovereignty,  faithfalne(s,  and  every  other  attribute  of 
God^  that  was  lefed  by  the  fin  of  man :  Therefore  the  man 
aj^roves  of  it  with  his  foul,  and  blefTes  God  that  ever  found 
but  fuch  a  device,  &c. 

Sthly:,  This  flight  has  in  it  a  ftrong  and  ardent  defire  to  be 
ttt  diis  Saviour,  and  to  be  found  in  him.  **  O  that  1  knew 
where  I  might  find  him !"  O  to  be  waihed  with  his  blood; 
clothed  with  his  righteoufnels,  fan&ified  by  his  Spirit !  *f  Yea^ 
doubtlefs  (fays  Paul),  I  count  all  things  biit  lols,  that  I  may 
win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,"  &c. 

^thly.  It  implies  a  hope  of  winning  him^  and  of  being  ihtt 
tered  and  faved  in  him  ;  for,  if  there  be  no  hope  of  fafety,  the 
man  will  never  flee,  aiMl  this  hope  is  founded  upon  the  defigti 
of  the  incarnation,  &c.  the  defign  of  the  revelation  of  hkn 
in  the  word.  See.  the'gracious  grant  made  of  him  in  the  wordjl 
&c.  the  free  promife  of  life  and  pardon  throilgh  him^  &c. 
the  calls^  and  offers,  and  commands  of  Cod  to  come  to  him^ 
and  the  redemption  that  others  have  met  with,  &c.   . 

%thljf  A  refting  and  tru(ting  in  him,  and  in  him  alone,  for 
righteournefdy  life,  peace,  pardon,  and  falvation,  to  himfelf  iit 
particular:  The  man  does  not  fimply.  believe  that  Chrift 
is  a  Saviour,  and  that  falvation  is  to  be  had  in  htm  for  the, 
ele£i,  or  for  believers,  but  he  believes  in  him  aiid  on  him  for 
his  own  falvation,  Afts  xv.  1 1.  "  We  believe  (or  we  are  pcr- 
fuaded),  that,  through  the  grace. of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  we 
(hall  be  faved  even  as  tliey."  We  find  faith  or  truft  in  fcrip* 
ture  commonly  exprefled  iit  words  of  appropriation  and  ap- 
plication. The  man  looks  upon  Chrift  as  given  and  offered 
by  God  in  the  gofpel ;  and  he  fays,  with  Thomas,  *'  My  Lord, 
arid  my  God  •/'  or  with  Paul,  "  He  ioved  me,  and  gave  him- 
felf  for  me  ;  he  is  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill."  He  looks  to  the 
God  and  Father  of  Chrilt,  and  fays,  ^^  He  is  my  God,  and 
my  Father,  and  the  Rock  of  my  falvation,"  &c.  He  looki 
to  the  covenant  of  grace  and  promife  fealed  with  a  Redeem* 
cr's  blood,  and  cries  with  David,  "  This  is  all  my  falvation, 
that  he  has  (in  Chrift,  made  or  eftabliftied)  with  nie  an  ever- 
lattinp  covenant,  ordr;rcd  iii  all  things,  and  fure.**  I  own  in- 
deed tliat  this  applying  faith  is  not  alike  ftrong  in  all  believers, 
or  yet  alike  ftrong  in  the  felf  fame  believer  at  all  times  \  for 
fad  experience  makes  it  evident,  that  the  confidence  of  faiith 
may  be  fadly  ftiaken  and  fta;;gtred  through  unbelief,  tempta- 
tion, and  defertion,  as  to  cry  out  fome  times,  **  Is  his  mercy 
clean  gone  ?  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  \  I  am  caft 

out 


kt  of  EiB  Mit.'*    Bvt 

'  air  not  tn  b^ 

aa  tasm  p» 

emer,  and  tisy  Vfl 
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naer  of  tlie  fbnfft  A:f^  M«»  < 
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1/,  Tbcj  are  hm  ii»d  i&  if  ^  « 

f.  rhb  points  to  die  maksmd?  ofibde  tfcat  fconld  be  cooren* 

1  to  the  fmiib  of  (Arift»  cndei  die  Hew  TeftaitteBtdi%cdhtioo; 

St  wc  &ml  a  ckwd  if  faactiojcf  expra&fc  of  s  imltkv<te» 

ib^  jLiu  I.  "  Sc7iD£  we  arc  cincp«£k<l  about  w-.tb  (b  great  ;i 

of  witdtiFtfS,''  f,  r.  fnch  a  ^reat  -r  aititnde  of  thont  kt  us 

» ifidc  rrcty  weight,  &c-   So  here,  IFBe  crt  ihr/r  li^f  jif  «f  « 

ii^,^  It  fafif  th^t  MS  there  arc  inaamrTAUe  drops  ol  ram»  or 

ltticle»  of  mift  and  rapours  m  z  cioud ;  fo  under  the  Kew 

Vftame^t,  there  would  be  raft  o  timbers  mud  initnirverablc 

^ttltitudeSi  that  would  take  a  O^^^ht  bf  f^ithi  unto  Chrift^ 

rr.  fii.     We  {hall  find,  according  to  the  c^ca!aiion  there 

iade»  that  tinder  the  Old  TefUniCQt  tbeT  coy  Id  be  Cummed 

i;  and  they  are  reckoned  in  whole,  out  of  alt  the  tribes  of 

mt\,  to  be  "  a  hundred  and  forty- fonr  thoufand."  But  wheti 

I  comes  to  fpcak  of  the  con r ens  among  other  nations^  they 

c  called  "  an  innunicnble  company  which  no  man  can  num» 

If,"  ver.  9*    This  wss  what  the  prophet  Ifjiah  foref^iw  in  the 

tfc  immediarely  prtrcedtng  my  tctt ;  and  likewifc,  chap* 

^t  i»  **  Sing,  O  barren,  thou  th At  didft  not  beilr,  brcik  foriK 

Inio  ftngingf  and  cry  aloud  thou  that  didil  not  tnr^il  with 

ttiid  :   for  more  arc  the  chiMten  o{  the  defolate,  than  the 

tbildren  of  the  marrkd  wife,  faith  the  Lord/'     O  whit  ft 

cloud  of  faints  hare  gone  away  to  heaven  fince  the  gC>f pet 

came  to  be  preached  aniong  the  Gcnttks  ?  And  what  a  cluod 

l^rthem  have  gone  td  heaven  out  n{  ScotLnd^  fince  about  two 

lundred  year*  after  the  death  of  Chriit,  when  the  gofpcl  came 

firjl  to  be  preached  among  m  ?    It  is  a  tad  matter  thai  rhere 

Vol,  hi.  '  3  A  Jhould 
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tn»!m  -,  mc^y  are  .111  civnea  witn  tne  lame  rooes  c 
and  inherent  riiThteournefs  ;  they  have  all  one  char 
are  all  heirs  o(  the  (hmc  inheritance,  and  they  all  tr 
fame  road,  the  "  flrait  and  narrovir  way  that  leads 
hflinjjlife/' 

3,  The  cloui  Jtets  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind, 
airth  focvcr  the  wind  carries  th^m,  thither  dd  tfi< 
all  Wievets  are  afled,  moved,  and  carried  ot^  in  tfc 
by  the  wind  of  the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  Whei 
blowS)  then  the  ciouds  accelerate  their  motion.  Ji 
with  the  believer  :  If  the  Spirit  be  fufpended,  the 
(hip  wind-bound,  they  cannot  move  if  but  whenev< 
of  the  heavenly  wind  blows,  then  they  run  the  wa 
commandments  ;  heiicc  is  that  prayer  of  the  fpoufc 
laft^  ^^  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come,  thou  fo 
upon  my  garden,  tbat  the  fpices  thereof  may  flov 
was  by  a  gull  of  this  heavenly  wind,  that  the  c 
made  to  cry,  "  Ere  ever  I  was  a  wart,  my  foul  ni 
the  chariots  of  Ammina<iib/'  &c. 

4.Thcy^  as  a  cloud.  It  fays,  that  there  is  much 
vercignty  of  God,  and  of  the  irrefi (lability  of  his  gr 
flight  of  a  finner  unto  Chrift.  The.clouds  are  faid  t 
chariots,  and  God's  chariot  cannot  be  flopped  or  \ 
hs  motion,  ^'  Who  can  hinder  the  motion  of  the  c 
the  heavens  ?**  No,  not  all  the  powers  of  hell  and 
hinder  it  :  So  the  work  of  divine  grace  in  brinj^i; 
oat  of  a  ftate  of  nature  into  grace;  it  is  the  fruit  < 
fovcrelgnty,  and  he  will  go  on  wilh  his  work,   let 
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Acct  ia  kynd,  for  the  Lord  **  is  a  rock,  and  his  work  is  petw 
^- 

lY-  fZv  ^^  ^^  '^  Jh^^  ciwdf   Ic  implies,  that  God's 

^  rk  of  grace  is  of  a  fccret  and  mjfterioos  natore.  It  is  ufual 

to  expfers  dark  and  myfterious  difpenkations  by  a 

,^  doads  and  darknefswcre  n>and  about  him,"  i.r.  his 

^ation^  were  myftcriotts.    So  bere^  Who  are  tbtft  that 

\domdf  ^'y.  it  is  wondeifol  and  myRerious  to  fee  how 

brings  fhe  finoerto  take  a  flight  into  Chrttl  by  faith  % 

d%way  in  this  is  a  great  deep  that  cannot  be  fearche'd  one : 

'  ie  ia  that  oS  Chrift  to  Micodemus,  John  iii.  i.  *<  The 

bldweth  wfacre  ic  lifteth,  and  thou  heareft  the  found 

^f,  bat  canft  not  tell  vhcace  it  comcth,  and  whither  it 

^CirThe  clouds  are  exhaled  out  of  the  earth  by  the  heat  of  the 

and  raifed  up  above  the  earth,  and  moimt  np  towards 

Juft  fo,  by  the  warm  influei!C::3  of  divine  grace, 

vhich  are  the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  ri^hteoufnef^)  the  tinner 
:  is  lying  in  the  horrible  pit,  and  in  a  miry  clay,  and  lick- 
up  the  duft  of  the  earth,  is  elevate  and  railed  God-ward, 
[  heaven- ward,  and  made  to  fcek  thin«:s  that  are  above.  If. 

1  31.  ••  They  mount  with  wings  as  eagles:"  Ikb.  xi.  14. 

'  They  feek  a  better  country,  that  is  an  heavenly." 

'  7.  The  clouds,  wher  raiftrd  up  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  they 

trc  kept  up  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.  So,  believers  bein^j 

irought  into  a  ftate  of  grace,  they  are  kept  in  it  ^*  by  the 
^power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  fa  Wat  ion. ^  It  is  he  that 
[prefenres  them  in  that  (late ;  hence  believers  are  called  the 
JTcferved  in  Jefus  Chrift.  And  as  the  clouds  are  in  the  hand 
ntf  the  Lord,  fo  are  all  his  faints,  Deut.  xxxiii.  3.  ^*  All  his 
Ibints  are  in  thy  hand ;"  John  x.  28.  *'  No  man  (hall  pluck 
[them  out  of  my  hand ;"  ver.  29.  "  My  Father,  who  gave  ihcm 
ne,  is  greater  than  ail,  and  none  is  abie  to  pluck  them  out  of 
:my  Father's  hand,"  &c. 

^  8.  Although  the  clouds  have  a  lourin;;  and  dark  afpecl  to 
ihe  eye,  yet  they  have  a  blefllng  in  them  j  tlicy  fift  down  rain 
ppon  the  earth,  which  conrributes  unto  its  fertility.  So  God's 
Work  of  grace  on  the  foul,  although  it  have  a  dark  afpe^^  at 
the  beginning ;  yet  there  is  a  blelfing  in  it  in  the  event,  a 
hlcfling  to  the  foul  when  it  is  landed  in  Chrift  ;  and  belie- 
vers, however  ill  the  world  like  them,  yet  they  are  a  blcITing  un- 
to the  world,  ami  contribute  to  its  prtA;rv.^iion  and  fruLlfulnef?. 
The  clouds,  you  know,  pour  down  rain  upon  the  earth  :  fo  be- 
lievers wherever  they  come,  they  iludy  to  drop  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift;  for  the  lips  of  th^  righteous  ferd  many:  hence  is 
:hat  of  the  prcpher,  Micah  v.  7.  **  The  remnant  of  Jacob  fliall 

be 
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he  \n  the  mMfl  of  m^ay  people,  as  a  dew  from  the  Lordt  ^ 
the  (howers  upon  the  grafs,  that  tarrieih  net  for  man,  tier 
waiteth  for  the  fonsof  men-*'  And  thus  yoa  fee  why  they 
arc  faid  lo  fly  as  a  (loud. 

2diyf  They  are  fa  id  to^y  as  dovrs  U  iMfr  'wsndo'ws,  Takp 
the  fimilitudc  in  the  f^jllowing  partkuUfs* 

li  The  dove^  you  know^  is  a  timorous  creature^  it  is  foozi 
frighted*  So  helit^vers  axc  timorous  of  fm^  timorous  of  oBead* 
ing  the  majefly  of  God;  and  tiierefore  ihey  are  cojumooiy 
defcrihcd  to  be  fuch  as  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord.  They  arc 
afr<iid  of  S^tan,  that  torn rtg  lioju  as  the  doYcs  are  afraid  of  | 
the  birds  of  prey,  which  would  deyour  and  tear  them ;  they 
are  afraid  of  the  (hares  of  the  world,  and  QccaGo;ns  of  fin  i  and 
therefpre  they  hate  the  very  garments  fpotted  by  the  flefli. 

^.  The  wings  of  the  dove  are  its  only  weapons,  it  cannot 
fight,  and  therefore  it  flies  from  the  enemy  to  its  windows* 
So  the  flight  of  faith  to  Chrifl  is  the  only  fafety  of  ^  believer. 
Hence  they  are  faid  to  fly  "  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  before 
them."  And  when  the  poor  believer  is  toflcd  with  the  tern- 
pefts  of  afflidion,  temptation,  defertion,  pcrfecutior>,  and  the 
worjcings  of  a  body  of  fm  and  death,  he  is  ready  to  fay  ^}^^ 
David,  Pfal.  Iv.  6.  **  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove,  for  then 
would  I  fly  away  and  be  at  reft." 

3.  The  wings  of  the  dove  are  very  beautiful,  they  arc  f**^.*S 
fee  "  covered  with  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  g^*^- , 
So  the  flight  of  faith  unto  Chria  is  pleafant  and  dchgbttui 
unto  Chrift,     He  declares  himfelf  to  be  j  uft  raviihcd  witti  u. 
Cant.  iv.  9.  <«  Thou  haft  r^viilicd  my  heart,  my  ^."•^^»  ^J^ 
fpoufe,  thou  haft  ravifhed  my  heart  with  one  of  ^^^^^j^^^tied 
with  one  chain  of  thy  neck."     When  the   difciplcs  tc^^  ^^^^ 
from  preaching  the  gofpel  among  the  cities  of  ICtaei*      v^pii'vt 
Chrift  of  many  that  believed,  It  is  faid,  he  re^o'ice^  ij^    V^^ 
5cc.     It  is  the  pleafuie  of  Chrift's  heart  to  have  unnex  ^^  ^^ 
ing  in  under  the  (hadow  ot  his  wings,  and    th^^^  \s  1   J 

ven,  when  but  one  foul  flees  unio  him  by  f  aitV.  ^j  ^x 

4.  The  dove  is  a  mournful  creature,  th^  "^^^^^^^^etv  o^^ 
are  faid  to  be  like  doves  in  the  valley,  moiarri^ng  ^^  ^^t\a\, 
his  iniquities.  1  he  flight  of  faith  tp  Chriit  i^^^  ^^^\o  a  Gc 
with  weeping  for  the  offence  the  foul  hath  «3.one  ^.^^ 
love.  The  eye  of  faith  is  a  wttping  ^X  ^^'  n'crccdj 
•••  They  fti all  look  upon  me  whom  they  I-^ave  pi 
mourn,"  &c.                                                                         ^^p, 

5.  The  dove  is  a  fimple  creature,  withoV^^^"  ^  ,^  ^^\ 

we  read  of  the  dove's  fimphcity,  and  of  the^ *^'^P5'?         -^ 

So  faith  IS  accompanied  with  a  great  deal  of  ^^^"^^      j^^^eli 
(ingle  eye  that  hi^j  the  wh9lc  body  with  ligb    ^^'  ^"t 
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then  they  betake  ihernf^rUe^  co  C'rf:i,  'K-y  :„j  if.fc  :h',  v.  ii- 

^m  aDd  policy  of  the  flcOi.     Wbcucvcrt  P^ai  became  a  dc« 

^trrcn  be  confultcd  no  more  with  fl^fh  »mI  Ueod£  ihcy  fUdy 

ritb  iimpUcity  and  godly  fmccriiy  (mK  wilIi  lefhly  wi/ickKV))  u> 

are  their  conirer Cation  in  tKc  worlds     AJ21  \  there  li  tiitl-r  of 

bi&  at  diis  day,  among  misiflcn  ixu!  prof  effort;  Ittlk  i;7f  it 

tmong  judicatures,  where  ^afiMri  arc  mitujred  wttit  carnal 

[poiicy  siod  wifdom,  for  p!taiir3|^  men,  efpGCtjJIy  great  ACOf 

tbatcviff  become  of  Chrill'^  itttle  oiici. 

6.  The  dove  is  a  cleanly  ereitarei  and  dcliglili  :  In 
in  waters  and  clean  places.  Ami  to  U  importi  that  ii«,  :.  |.|it 
fahh  to  Chrit\,  i£  of  a  pyrifyin^  and  fanAifyitig  nature* 
Ken  the  foul  tlic^  tohiiBi  u  llkf  to  him  to  be  ckanfed  from 

D»  both  in  the  guUt  and  fttth  of  it.  And  when  the  principle 
qI  fdith  is  impUnted  in  the  fottl,  it  14  ;iy  wcrkiiig  and  wreft* 
|hg  ag^inft  {in^  whcrcTer  it  findi  Its  panic  nlariy  in  the  horr^ 
,  like;  the  living  fpring  in  the  wcU,  it  i$  continually  wofkp 
Bg  until  the  mud  and  6kh  of  Gn  ii  wrought  oiit»  A^ti  %r» 
purifying  their  hearts  by  faith. 

7.  The  dove  i5  a  focial  creature,  It  lofei  to  be  iQ  company 
'With  irs  own  kind  \  hence  common fy  yati  ^all  (ee  them 
i%ing  in  Socks^  So  b^lierers  fly  and  Bock  together  i  Ihey 
tfio  not  love  to  fjy  with  the  vuhnre^  the  hawk*  or  the  raven, 
jttut  with  their  own  fratenniy.  Fhe  faiats  love  to  be  in  one 
lanothfT^s  company^  the;  that  fear  the  Lord  aflbciate  together, 
pAcy  fpjkc  often  one  to  anotheti  MaU  fii,  6. 

U.  ihe  flrght  of  the  dove  h  fwijfr:  and  what  h  fwifier  than 
Itbe  wings  of  faith  and  [ove^  whereby  the  believer  tn  a  moment 
will  mount  from  earth  to  heivcn  r    *'*  and  enitr  within  the 
,  Tall,  where  the  forerunner  U  for  us  entered/'  5cc. 

9,  The  diVc  is  a  very  innocent  and  Iturmlcli  i:rca!ure,  it 
doth  injury  to  none  of  the  other  hird^  i  fa  believers  iludy  tq 
"  be  haimlefs  and  blameicfs,  the  ibiis  of  God  wiihuut  rebuke, 
in  the  midil  of  a  crooked  2nd  pcrvcrfc  gerveration."  This 
much  for  the/fr^V  thing,  namely.  The  manner  of  the  flight, 
fee- 


II L  The  i^vti  iKwz  in  the  method  was,  to  offer  a  lew 
(hi^ughts  anent  tlie  Window f  to  wliith  the  brl  Sever  fiica- 
I   And  there  atr  thefe  few  thing«  1  olTeron  this  head. 

y?.  That  God  ha^  provided  a  houfe  for  his  doves  ^  for  win- 
dows belong  to  a  houfe.  Apd  what  fort  of  a  houfe,  God  in 
his  infinite  wifdom  and  love  has  providedj  ypu  may  fee,  Prov. 
ix*  I.  2.  *'  Wifdom  h^thbuiidcd  her  houfe,  ihehath  hcwcn  out 
her  icvcn  pillars/*  Gcd  took  up  houfe  with  man  at  his  crea- 
tioHi  bu:  eM  houfe  felt  with  the  faliof  A^am,  and  the  breach 
**      '     '  of 
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of  the  Er(t  covenant ;  and  God  and  man  parted  honfc.  JBit 
God's  heart  being  full  of  love  to  man  upon  earth,  he  could  not 
think  of  a  total  parting :  and  therefore,  though  he  broke  up  fa<- 
nily  with  them  for  a  little,  yet  he  fends  his  own  Son  to  build 
him  a  new  houfe,  in  which  he  might  take  up  family  again 
with  man ;  for  *^  he  rejoiced  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  e^th, 
and  his  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men."  And  accord* 
ingly  Chrift  comes  into  the  world,  and  lays  the  foundation  of 
a  new  houfe,  and  it  is  founded  in  Zion,  and  he  himfelf  is  laid 
as  the  foundation  of  the  houfe,  **  a  tried  ftone,  a  precious  cor- 
ner ftone,  a  fure  foundation.'*  And  this  is  a  houfe  not  for  the 
merit  of  works,  but  a  houfe  of  free  mercy,  Pfal.  bcxzix.  3«  •*! 
have  faid,  mercy  (liall  be  built  up  for  ever,"  &c. 

2J/y,  i  remark  that  there  is  bield  *  in  this  houfe  of  mercy 
that  \i'ifdom  has  built  for  loft  Tinners  of  Adam's  family:  And 
therefore  the  doves  here  arc  faid  to  Jfy  into  thiir  windows.  Sec 
what  bield  there  is  for  a  fmner  here,  chafed  for  his  life  by  law, 
juflice,  and  the  devil,  If.  xxxii.  2.  *^  a  Man  (viz.  the  Man 
Chrill  Jtfus,  the  Man  of  God's  right-hand,  the  Matter  of  the 
houlc)  ihall  be  as  a  hiding-place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert 
from  the  tempcft  ;  as  the  (hadow  of  a  j^reat  rock  in  a  weary 
land."  O  Sirs,  by  the  revelation  of  Chrid  in  the  church,  fal- 
vation  is  placed  in  Zion,  and  he  bids  all  the  frighted  doves 
^*  look  unto  hm  and  be  faved,  for  he  is  God,  and  there  is 
pone  elfe  befides  him. 

3<//)^,  I  rtmark  chat  there  is  light  in  the  houfe,  that  God 
Ins  provided  for  hir>  doves.  For  one  great  ufe  of  windows  in 
a  houfe  is  for  letting  in  the  light;  the  church,  the  houfe  of 
God,  is  a  lightfohie  lioufe,  therefore  called  a  valley  of  vifioa. 
Wherever  God  fets  up  a  church,  "  the  people  who  fat  in 
darknefs  fee  great  light :  and  to  them  who  fat  in  the  land  of 
the  fhadow  of  death,  light  fprings  up."  The  light  of  the  Sua 
of  rigiiteoufncfb  fliintb  in  the  church ;  it  (liines  in  the  difpenfa* 
tion  of  the  word,  and  it  fliines  !n  the  manifcftution  of  the  Holy 
Ch&lt  into  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants  :  and  therefore  all  the, 
indwcllers  of  the  houfe  arc  called  the  **  children  of  the  light, 
and  of  the  day." 

'4/M',  I  remark  that  the  windows  of  this  houfe  are  open; 
for  the  doves  do  not  iiy  into  the  windows  of  a  houfe  that  arc 
ihiit.  O  Sirs,  God  keeps  open  doors,  and  open  windows  it*^ 
his  hrjufe  for  all  corners.  Let  a  linncr  come  by  dav  or  nig^^ 
unto  Chrift,  he  is  ay  welcome  :  •*  Conic  to  me  who  will,  1  will- 
in  no  ways  caft  out." 

5//^/\',  That  Gnners  have  a  claim  and  title  to  the  SavioU^ 
and  his  falvation,  difpenfcd  in  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpcl :  fo^" 
thcv  ard  here  faid  iofyas  doves  into  their  windows.  O  Sirs,  w^^ 

^'  *  Shelter  or  dtfcnqe. 
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IdlyOttyibat  Chrift  is  Tdur  Clmft  !  A»  <he  angels,  when  thef 
pmaefacd  Chrift  unto  the  fliepherds^  they  faid  unto  them,  Un»= 
ott  U  bom  a  Sarioar ;  not  to  us,  bat  unto.you  is  he  born  ;  he 
las  not  taken  our  nature  upon  him,  but  yours :,  and  therefore 
he  belongs,  to  :you,  that  you  ra^y  belitTe,  and  apply,  and  ufc' 
hirav  .  Hence  jthe  church.  If.  im;  6.  crier,  **  tJdtaus  arhiMki 
bom,  unto  us  a  Son  is  giren,"  &c. 

6fbif^  That  In  God^s  houfc  of  ntercy,  or  in  the  churth  of 
Chriftt  there  are  a  variety  of  ordinances,  wherein  theTouls  of 
belierers  may  have  accefs  to  fellowlhip  and  communion  with 
him.  For  it  is  not  here  faid  in  the  finp;olar  number^  that  thef  ^ 
fbiilfly  tiJ  doves  io  their  windiw,  but,  they  (hall  ^  A»  ihifes  t^ 
ibiir  nuindows.  ,    '^ 

Now  here  I  will  tell  you  of  a  few  of  thefe. windows^  bf • 
which  believers,  who  are  God's  doves,  do  enter  upon  the^win^ 
of  faith,  to  fellowfhip  and  communion  with  the  Lord  ;  and^ 
tbefe  windows  are  of  two  kinds,  either  more  private  and  fecret^ 
or  more  open  and  public. 

I.I  fey,  There  are  fomc  more  private  and  fecret  windowf  • 
of  die  hotife,  by  which  the  doves  do  enter  irtto  fellowftiip  and 
communion  with  the  Lord,  even  in  the  worft  times,  when  the* 
public  doors  of  the  fan£luary  are  fliut,  that. they  cart  have  no^ 
accefs  unto  them,  either  through  corruption  of  pierfecution. 
.  (i.)  Then,  there  is  the  fccrct  window  of  meditation*  God's 
doves  will  enter  into  his  houfe  of  mercy  here,  and  have  fwrcet 
feUow(hip  with  him,  when  none  of  all  the  world  know  anf . 
thing  about  it.  i  David,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  when  driven  into  the  wil- 
demefs  of  Judah,  when  he  was  driven  into  a  dry  and  thirfty 
land,  far  from  the  fan£luary  or  public  ordinances^  yet  he  flceS 
into  this  privy  window,  and  finds  fwect  entertainment  to  his* 
foul,  ver.  5—7.  <«  My  foul  (hall  be  fatisfied  as  with  marrow 
and  fatnefs,  and  my  moyth  (hall  piaife  thee  with  joyful  Kps^ 
When  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  meditate  on  thtc 
in  the  night  watches :  becaufc  thou  haft  been  my  help,  there* 
fore  in  the  (hadow.of  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice,^  &c, 


(2.)  There  is  the  privy  window  of  fecret  prayer  whetKer  H 
be  occafional,  ejaculatory,  or  ftatcd  prayer.     At  this  wi^^o^ 
the  believer  enters  into  communion  with  the  Lord,  m^\  ^ 
time,  and  is  fwieetly  fed.    We  find  the  faints  delighiincr  !^Lh 
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feneration  of  them  that  feek  the  face  of  jacob'ft      *^V»' 
And  David  himfclf  frequented  this  window  of  fec^p^   ^o<*- 
macl?;  feven  times  a  day  lie  would  been  hoverine  aK   ^f»T^  . 
And  O,  bat  God  loves  to  hear  the  voice  of  his  dovte  Jr.  ^^t   »*^  i 
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Cant,  lu  14.  **  O  my  dove  that  art  in  the  clefts  of  the  r 

the  fecrer  pkccs  of  tie  ftnirs,  kt  me  fee  thy  countcnai 
mc  hear  thy  voice  1  for  fwcct  ii  thy  voice,  and  thy  ( 
nance  \z  comely  ["  He  invites  his  do^c^  to  come  b 
quently  to  this  window,  and  be  pramifes  to  entertain 
Mattli.  vii.  7.  '^  Afk  and  it  fliiill  be  given  you  \  feek 
fliill  find  ;  knock  and  it  thvll  be  opened  unto  you*  '* 

(3.)  There  is  die  window  of  praifCj  thankCgiving,  ai 
ing  of  pfahns,  not  only  in  public,  in  corifori  with  othr 
even  in  private  and  fecret,  Eph.  v.  19.  "  Be  ye  fill 
the  Spixit :  Speaking  to  yourfelves  in  pfalms  and  hyi 
fpiritual  fohgs^  ^nging  ^nd  making  melody  in  your  I 
the  Lord ;  Giving  thanks  always  for  all  things  un 
and  the  Father,  in  tht  name  of  our  Lord  Jcf^s  Chri 
this,  window  of  praife  is  a  pleafant  window  to  the  I 
efpecially  when  he  has.  met  with  the  Lord,  and  has 
l^erally  aealt  with  there,  in  private  or  in  public  ord 
Then  he  is  ready  to  fay  with  David,  Pfal.  ciii.  1  — 4. 
the  Lord,  O  my  foul :  and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefb 
name.  Biefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  anil  forget  not  al 
nefits.  Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities  :  who  he 
thy  difealcs.  Who  redecmeth  tliy  life  from  dclli 
whocrowneth  thee  with  loving-kindnefs  and  tender  n 

(4.)  There  is  the  private  window  of  rending  the  fci 
This  Clirift  has  recommended  to  his  doves,  and  to  : 
John  V.  39.  '*  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye 
have  eternal  life,  and   they  nre   they  which  teilify 
Many  a  fweet  meal  the  believer  gets,  in  rending  of  the 
God,  either  alone,  or  in  family  worihip  :  In  this  ordi 
God,  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  found  the  IVlefllah.     W 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  glances  into  the  heart  of  the  believe 
truth  or  doe\rine,  orhillory  of  the  word,  he  can,  in  t 
fay,  that  the  word  of  God  is  "  better  unto  him  th.m  g 
than  much  fine  gold,  fwectcr  alfo  than  honey,  ^nd  th< 
comb  -,"  as  David  declares  from  his  experience,  Pf 
and  Jer.  xv.  16.  **  Thy  words  were  found,  and  1  tlid  e 
and  ihy  word  was  uiuo  me  the  jwy  and  rejoicing 
heart." 

(5.)  There  is  the  private  window  of  perfonal  c 
fading  and  humiliation  has  been  much  owned  of  t 
This  we  find  recommended  by  Chrill  unto  his  friends 
lowers,  Mattli.  vi.  17.  18.  •'  But  thou,  when  thoi 
anoint  thine  head,  and  Walli  thy  tace,  that  thou  appeal 
to  men  to  fad,  but  unto  thy  Father  which  is  in  leer 
thy  Father  which  feeth  in  fecret  ihall  reward  thee  opt 

(6.)  There  is  the  private  window  o'i  ChriUian  cor 
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tind  fellowfhip  for  conference ,  .nul  nnyer,  wud  rriutu?.!  cJiii- 
cation.  This  has  been  much  owned  of  thj  Lord  ;  and  God's 
dores  we  find  in  fcripture  affembling  themfclves  together  after 
this  manner  frequently,  in  dark,  cloady,and  etil  days  of  general 
dcfe£lion|  Mai.  iii.  i6.  When  men  were  calling  the  proud 
happy,  and  robbing  God,  and  fpoiling  his  houfe,  it  is  fai(!(y 
**  TTicn  they  that  feared  the  Lord  fpake  often  one  to  another^ 
and  the  Lord  hearkened,  and  heard  it ;  and  a  book  of  remem- 
brance was  written  before  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord, 
and  that  thought  upon  his  name/'  Thus  you  fee  fome  private 
windows,  &Cv 

2.  There  are  fome  of  them  more  open  and  public  windows 
of  God's  houfe,  unto  which  God's  doves  ufe  to  refort  in  great 
flocks  and  companies,  which  are  fometimes  called  the  gates  of 
Zion,  or  the  courts  of  the  great  King^  where  his  fubjeds  pay 
him  a  public  tribute  of  worfliip  before  the  world. 

(i.)  Then,  There  is  the  large  and  open  window  of  preach- 
ing theeverlalling  gofpel,  calculate  for  gathering  doves  unto 
God's  houfe  of  mercy  :  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  (fays  Chrift), 
and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature."  Apodles,  prophets, 
etangelifts,  paftors,  and  teachers,  they  are  all  fet  a-work  to 
open  this  window,  and  to  invite  and  call  finners  to  come  flock* 
log  into  Chrift  by  it.  By  this  ordinance  of  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  the  found  of  the  voice  of  Chrift  is  gone  to  the  utter- 
moft  ends  of  the  earth ;  and  what  are  all  minifters  but  the 
voice  (of  Chrift)  crying  in  the  wildernefs  of  this  world,  to  fly 
into  him  for  fafety  from  the  wrath  that  is  to  come.  Wifdom 
(Prov.  ix.  3 — 5.)  **  crieth  in  the  tops  of  the  highcft  places, 
Whofo  is  Ample,  let  him  turn  in  hither :  As  for  him  that 
wanteth  underftanding,  (he  faith  to  him.  Come,  eat  of  my 
bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine  which  I  have  mingUd,"  &c. 
Sirs,  there  is  a  goodly  company  of  fouls  gathered  at  prefent 
to  this  window  of  gofpel  preaching.  O  that  all  this  multitude 
would  rife  like  a  cloud,  and  fly  like  doves  into  Chrift,  through 
the  window  of  a  preached  gofpel !  We  read  of  three  thoufand 
fouls  added  to  the  church  by  one  fermon,  A£ls  ii.  41.  The 
refidue  of  the  Spirit  is  with  Chrift ;  and  if  there  would  come 
the  ruftiing  of  the  mighty  wind  of  the  Spirit  among  this  com- 
pany, there  would  be  a  pleafant  flight  of  a  cloud  of  fouls  to 
the  bleficd  Mediator. 

(2.)  There  is  the  public  window  of  baptifm,  that  initiating 
ordinance,  '  which  fignifies  and  feals  our  ingrafting  into 
Chrift,  and  our  partaking  of  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant, 
and  our  engagement  to  be  the  Lord's  *.'  Sirs,  ye  are  all  en« 
tered  into  God's  outer  houfe  by  tiiis  window.  O  do  not  ftay 
Vol.  III.*  3  B  there, 

•  Sec  Aflcmbly's  Shorter  Catcchifm,  Qjieft.  "  A\1iat  is  Bi!ptifm?'\ 
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tb^re,  bwA  fly  in  a  little  fuither»  eren  into  the  chambers,  of 
partfence.    The  ootward  feal  of  God'9  cofenant  eiYcs  you  a 
r^ht  to  take  hold  of  the  covenant,  and  of  Chrift  the  coronant 
Head ;  and  I  may  fay  to  you  (who  have  come  in  at  this  win- 
dow of  the  vifible  church)^  what  Paul  fays  concerning  the 
Jews>  Ronu  ix.  4.  ^*  To  you  belongs  the  adoption,  and'  the 
glovji  and  the  covenant^  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the 
feivice  of  God,  and  the  promifes  -^  and  therefore  uhe  caie 
that  vou  do  not  forfake  your  own  mercy;  never  reft  until  jou 
get  the  baptifih  of  the  Spirit,  as  well  as  the  bsptifm  of  water, 
by  which  ye  (hall  be  ^'  fealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption.* 

(3.)  There  is  the  public  window  of  the  facrament  of  the 
Lord's  fuppcr,  where  there  is  a  feaft  provided  for  the  frieolif 
the  doi'cs  of  Chrift,    This  is  the  window  which  we  arc  met 
here  to  open  for  all,  who  by  faith  have  taken  a  flight  to  Chrift» 
offered  and  prefented  to  tliem,  either  in  the  word  read  or 
preached)   and  therefore  we  call  to  all  the  Lord's  doreSi 
<5  Come  and  cat,  O  friends  \  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  0 
beloved/'    Here,  at  this  ordinance  of  the  fupper,  there  il 
meat  indeed,  and  drink  indeed,  provided,  even  the  flefli  and 
blood  of  Immanuel,  God-man,  all  the  bleflings  of  the  ever- 
bfting  covenant.    You  fee  the  inditution  of  this  ordinaocCy 
I  Cor.  xi.  23.  &c. 

(4.)  I  might  tell  you  of  the  window  of  public  prayefi 
wherein  the  minifters  offer  up  the  joint  prayers  of  the  church» 
or  God's  people  unto  the  Lord ;  he  being  God's  mouth  unto 
them  in  preaching,  and  their  mouth  unto  God  in  prayer. 

(5.)  The  window  of  public  praife  and  thankfgivlng,  when 
all  God's  doves  join  together  in  offering  up  the  tribute  of 
thankfgiving  to  him  with  one  mouth,  and  with  6ne  voice  and 
confent,  which  is  an  emblem  of  the  work  of  the  triumphant 
company  in  glory,  who  are  continually  warbling  forth  the 
praifcs  of  the  Redeemer  in  high  hallelujahs,  every  one  cryingi 
*«  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain." 

(6.)  There  is  the  window  of  public  fafting  and  humiliation 
before  the  Lord,  for  public  Hds,  and  perfonal  failings  and  back- 
flidings.  Thus  we  find  God's  doves  frequently  employedi 
efpecially  when  there  has  been  grievous  provocations  in  a 
church,  and  figns.  of  the  Lord's  anger  and  difpleafure  gone 
forth.  Joel.  ii.  15 — 17.  <*  Blow  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  fan£ti« 
fy  a  faft,  call  a  folcm  affembly.  Gather  the  people :  fanfiiff 
the  congregation :  affembie  the  elders :  gather  the  childreOf 
and  thofe  tnat  fuck  the  breall:  let  the  br^egroom  go  forth  of 
his  chamber,  and  the  bride  out  of  her  clofet.  Let  the  priefifi 
the  minifters  of  the  Lord,  weep  between  the  porch  and 
the  altar,  and  let  them  fay,  Spare  thy  people^  U  Lord^  and 
give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach,"  &c« 

Thus 


CUfs  Ihmet  Jfywg  t^  lis  Wnd&vot.  379 

^•il  kve  givca  ytm  fix  private  and  fccrrt,  ind  6s  pabXic 
dttwrf  the  hoafe  of  God,  to  which  God's  doves  fliould 
hrMCtitlf  fl;iiig9  opoo  the  wings  of  faith,  for  a  meeting 

Wm  Tkcjbmrib  thing  in  the  method  was  to  fhow,  that  it  is 
tabnt  and  furprifing  fi^t  to  fee  finncrs  flying  to  Chritl 
I  ebmi^  tmdmsdemes  to  their  nvimdows. 
Ictc  I  would  fliow,  i/f.   That  it  is  pleafant :  ^dlj^TtaX  it 
irpnfing* 

#•  Iliat  it  is  a  pkafant  fight :  It  is  pleafant  to  God  the 
Iwr,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  and  to  all  the  angels  and  gIo« 
9d  biott;  for  there  is  joy  in  heaven,  when  a  finner  on 
il  takes  a  flight  into  Chriil  by  faith.  It  is  pleafant  to  ali 
eft  miniften  who  travail  in  birth  till  Chrift  be  formed  in 
tens  and  it  is  pleafant  to  God's  whole  family;  all  his  houfe 
icca  when  the  prodigal  comes  homr. 
w31  tell  you  fome  things  that  make  it  a  pleafant  fight  to 
Eaners  fl^  into  Chrift  as  doves  to  their  luindows.  1.  It  can* 
bat  be  pfeafant,  becaufe  it  is  a  fulfilling  of  God's  purpofe 
rrace  and  love  from  all  eternity.  He  has  loved  his  own 
1  an'ererlafting  love ;  he  loved  them  when  he  faw  them  in 
r  blood.  Now,  muft  it  not  be  pleafant  to  fee  the  ele^ion 
Sod  obtaining  and  taking  place  $  to  fee  his  everlafting  love 
Jdng  out  in  the  drawing  of  his  own  with  loving- kindnefs? 
t  muft  be  pleafant,  becaufe  the  flight  of  finners  to  Chrilt 
ift  the  travail  of  Chrift's  foul,  If.  liii.  "^  He  (hall  fee  of  the 
ail  of  his  foul,  and  (hall  be  fatisfied."  It  is  a  fatisfa^ioii 
'iirift  to  fee  the  fruit  of  his  fore  travail,  when  he  faid, 
ow  my  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death  -,'* 

what  is  fo  pleafant  unto  Chrift  himfcif,  cannot  but  be 
fant  unto  all  that  love  him.     3.  It  is  the  day  of  his  efpou* 

the  day  of  Chrift's  marriage  and  coronation,  and  there- 

muft  be  very  pleafant  to  the  bride,  and  the  friends  of 
Bridegroom,  Cant.  iii.  j  i.  "Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  of 
s,  and  behold  King  Solomon  witii  the  crown  wherewith  his 
her  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufals,"  &c.  4.  Be- 
e  then  the  prifoners  are  releafed,  *'  the  captives  of  the 
bty  are  taken  away,  and  the  prey  of  the  terrible  is  deli- 
d,*'  &c.  5.  It  is  pleafant,  becaufe  then  the  head  of  the 
ferpent  gets  a  new  bruife,  and  his  works  are  deftroyed 
t  and  more,  *^  The  ftrong  man  is  then  bound,  and  fpoiled 
is  goods.'* 

Uy^  I  come  to  tell  you,  that  the  flight  of  the  finner  to 
it  is  not  only  pleafant,  but  furprifing  and  amafing.  And 
wiH  appear,  if  we  confider. 

The  ftate  and  condition  that  the  finner  is  into  before  h": 


2.  The  lligl.t  of  the  finner  to  Chrlfl  is  furprifing 

injT   the    (Irong    oppofition   tliat  arifes  againll  it  frc 

The  ignorance  of  the  mind  lies  in  the  way  ;  for  wc 

nate   from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  ignorar 

in  us/'  and  it  is  im{|o(rible,  while  this  ftands  in  its 

reign,  that  ever  the  fmner  can  fly  to  Chrift,  beca 

founded  in  knowledge,  crcn  "  the  Hjght  of  the  km 

the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift/'    Th 

and  hardnefs  of  the  heart  (lands  in  the  way.    The 

flexible,  and  will  bend  to  nothing  but  the  almight 

God ;  and  is  it  not  furprifing  to  fee  this  iron  fii 

and  made  pliable  by  the  rod  of  the  Mediator's  ftre 

The  legal  bias  of  the  heart  oppofcs  the  Gnner's 

Chrift :  The  man  is  married  to  the  law  as  a  coven; 

lure  can  never  think  of  another  way  of  accept 

God  than  by  doing  or  working ;  and  is  it  not  furpi 

the  finner  that  was  wedded  to  the  law,  and  to  his  ( 

oufnefs,  crying,  ^'  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  tl 

I  mav  live  unto  God,"  through  the  righteoufnefs 

and  laying  with  Paul,  **  What  things-  were  gain  t 

I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift ;  yea,  doubtlefs,  1  coui 

but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  i 

having  mine  own  righteoufnefs,"  &c.     Again,  th< 

is  upon  the  confcience  oppofes  the  finner's  flight 

for  we  find  a  guilty  Adam  flying  from  the  prefer 

and  the  natural  language  of  a  guilty  confcience, 

awak'  ned,  is,  O  there  is  no  mtrcy  for  me,  there  is 

•^/*i''*»r\h  '  »-»r«P  Mr»\tr        ic    ir    r\fyt      fur  rvr  i  H  tt  rr    tr\    Cf»t»     tVkf* 
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lurnmg  his  back  upon  all  thefe  things  ?  faying  with  Solomon, 
'  All  is  Tanity,"  and  feeking  and  <<  fetting  his  affedions  on 
:hing8  that  are  above,  where  Chrilt  is  at  the  right  hand  o£ 
Sod." 

3*  The  flight  of  the  finner  to  Chrift  is  furprifing,  if  we 
x>nGder  how  a£kive  Satan  is  to  keep  the  finner  under  his 
Kiwer.  He  is  called  the  ftrong  man,  and  he  keeps  the  houfe ; 
le  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  difobedience,  and  leads 
:hem  abput  in  the  chains  of  their  own  lufts.  Now,  is  it  not 
'urprifing  to  fee  Chrifl:  coming  in  a  day  of  his  power,  <*  fpoil- 
tng  the  ftrong  man  of  his  prey ;"  and  not  only  fo,  but  arming 
Jie  poor  captive  of  the  devil  as  a  foldier  under  his  own  banner, 
:o  refift  that  enemy,  and  put  him  to  flight,  and  by  the  (hield  of 
Faith  quenching  the  fiery  darts  of  the  enemy  ? 

4.  It  is  furprifing,  if  we  conGder  the  entanglements  of  an 
enfnaring  world.  The  devil  is  called  the  god  of  this  world» 
becaufe,  ever  fince  the  entry  of  fin,  Satan  has  got  fo  much 
power  over  the  good  things  and  bad  things  of  it,  as  tliat  they 
are  all  his  tools  for  ruinmg  the  fouls  of  finners,  and  for  de- 
taining them  in  his  fervice.  Hence  is  it  that  we  fee  mod  part 
of  the  world  dancing  to  the  devil's  pipe,  and  ftrlling  their  fouls 
for  profits,  for  pleafures,  for  riches,  for  honours,  and  the  like. 
Thefe  are  juft  the  devil's  baits,  whereby  he  trains  men  and 
women  on,  until  he  has  brought  them  to  hell,  where  he  is 
fure  he  has  them  fall  through  eternity.  Now,  is  it  not  fur- 
prifing  to  fee  a  finner  that  has  been  decoyed  and  deceived  all 
his  days  with  the  things  of  the  world,  calling  them  all  beliind 
bis  back,  and  trampling  on  them  like  the  woman.  Rev.  xii.  i. 
who  hath  the  moon  under  her  feet,  &c. 

In  a  word,  is  it  not  furprifing  to  fee  the  dry  bones  getting 
life,  and  fleih,  and  (Irength  ?  to  fee  the  Ethiopian  wafhed  and 
made  whiter  than  fnow  ?  the  feed  of  the  ferpcnt  that  licked 
the  dud  taking  a  flight  from  earth  to  heaven  i 

V.  The  ffth  and  lafl  thing  in  the  method,  was  the  jlppIU 
cation, 

\J{tJirft  (hall  be  of  inference^  in  thefe  following  particulars. 

ly?,  From  what  has  b^:cn  laid,  we  may  fee  the  ufcfulnefs 
of  gofpel   ordinances,    when  difpcnfcd  m  their  purity  and 

Eower.  Why,  they  are  jull  the  windows  of  wifdoin's  houfe, 
y  which  the  foul  enters  into  t  ic  prcftnce  of  God,  and  enjoys 
fellowQiip  and  communion  with  him.  D^vid,  upon  this  ac- 
count, clleemed  gofpel  ordinances  under  the  Old  Tellamenr, 
and  longed  for  rhem,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  1.  "  How  amiable  arc  thy 
tabernacles,"  &c.  Vcr.  xo.  **  A  day  in  thy  courts  is  better 
than  a  thoufand,"  &c. 
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2iByf  See  hence  whence  it  is  that  the  faints,  who  hare 
*<  taited  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,''  do  frequent  the  ordinan- 
ces of  God's  appointment.  Why,  they  arc  God's  doves,  as 
they  are  frequently  called  in  the  book  of  the  Song  ;  and  is  It 
ftrange  to  fee  doves  flocking  to  their  windows  ?  Indeed,  the 
world  think  it  ftrange  to  fee  fome  travelling  far  to  a  facramenf, 
and  are  ready  to  fnecr  at  them  as  fools  for  their  pains  $  but  let 
a  blind  wt>rld  do  their  uttermoft,  God's  doves  will  not  be 
feared  from  the  windows  of  his  houfe. 

34//y,  Sec  hence  the  attraftive  virtue  that  is  in  Chrift.  Whf, 
when  he  lets  out  his  grace,  and  love,  and  glory,  he  garrs  [makes] 
finners  come  flying  like  a  cloud,  and  like  flocks  of  doves  after 
him,  to  the  windows  of  his  houfe.  "  If  1  be  lifted  up  (fays 
Chrift),  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  me."  O,  fwect  and  vifto- 
rious  is  his  way  of  drawing  !  He  draws  with  the  cords  of  a  mani 
and  the  bands  of  love.  No  wonder,  when  all  is  confldered, 
though  the  gathering  of  the  people  be  unto  the  blefled  Shiloh* 

4/^/y,  Sec  hence  what  is  the  great  work  of  faithful  mini- 
fters  of  the  gofpcl.  Why,  it  is  jult  to  open  the  windows  of 
gofpel  ordinances,  and  to  invite  the  fimple  doves,  expofed  to 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  ravenous  birds,  to  turn  in  hither  to 
Chrift,  who  is  a  hiding  place,  &c. 

Sthiy,  Sec  the  folly  of  finners,  yea,  of  the  generality  of  go- 
fpel hearers,  who  come  flying  about  the  windows  of  gofpel 
ordinances,  and  yet  do  not  fly  in  at  the  windows  to  Chrift 
himfelf,  by  a  real  faith  clofing  with  him.  O,  how  many 
come  to  hear  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  do  not  clofe  with 
Chrift !  and  how  many  come  to  a  communion  table,  who  do 
not  feed  upon  Chrift  himfelf !  O,  the  folly  of  fuch  is  great, 
when  falvation  is  near  unto  them,  and  they  fo  near  to  falva- 
tion,  and  yet  come  ft^ort  of  it  through  unbelief,  &c. 

6ih/yy  Sec  the  madnefs  and  wickedncfs  of  fome  in  our  day, 
who  fcare  God's  doves  from  his  windows,  and  who  make 'the 
ordinances  of  God  to  be  abhorred.  Some  do  this  by  offering 
the  doves  unwholcfome  food  of  error  or  heathenifh  morality, 
or  truth  unlkilfully  prepared.  Some  fcare  the  doves  by  their  im- 
moralities, and  untender  walk,  like  the  fons  of  ILIi,  &c. ;  and 
judicatories,  at  this  day,  are  fearing  and  fcattering  the  Lord's 
doves  from  their  windows,  by  violent  intrufions,  whereby 
they  ftiut  both  doors  and  windows  of  the  fanftuary,  and  then 
exclaim  againft  tht^  poor  dovcfe,  that  they  do  not  haunt  their 
ufual  windows.  God  fees  well  how  his  doves,  his  little  ones, 
are  guided  at  this  day ;  and  he  knows  how  to  provide  his 
doves,  and  reckon  with  thofe  that  fcatter  and  fright  them. 
He  will,  in  his  own  time  and  way,  take  thefc  foxes  and  vul- 
tures, which  men  and  judicatories  are  letting  flip  through 

their 
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kck  fingcfi*    The  day  of  vengeance  is  in  his  heait^  ind  the 
ear  of  bis  redeemed  is  a-coming»  If*  liiii.  4. 

^iii}9  See  the  ufe  both  of  law  and  gofpeli  and  hov  tliej 
and  in  a  fweet  fubferviency  unto  the  falration  of  a  fool. 
7hff  67  the  noife,  and  thunders,  and  terrors  of  the  law^ 
•od's  dores  are  wakened,  and  fet  to  the  flight  from  the  wrath 
I  come ;  and  this  being  done,  the  gofpel  opens  the  window^ 
ad  caftsopen  the  door  of  acccfs  to  Chrift,  crying,  '<  rom  ye 
»  your  ftrong  holds,  ye  prifoners  of  hope,''  Zedu  is.  12. : 
o  that  Chrift  being  difcoTei ed  in  the  gofpel,  the  law  becomes 
Ichoolmafter  to  bring  finners  unto  Chrift,  that  they  may 

be  juftified  bv  faith,"  Gal.  iii.  24.  <<  from  all  things  from 
rbtch  ihtj  could  not  be  juftified  bv  the  law  of  Mofes,"  AOs 
itU  ^9*    Thismuch  by  way  ofinMrence. 

\3 it  fecond  may  be  ot  TriaL 

Have  you  fled  to  Chrift  tu  doves  to  their  wnJows  ?  Many  fly 
0  Chrift  in  a  way  of  profeflion,  but,  if  ever  thy  (bol  really 
00k  a  flight  to  him  upon  the  wings  of  faith  and  love,  you  may 
laow  it  by  thefe  or  the  like  things. 

iftf  Did  ever  a  thunder-dap  from  Mount  Sinai  ftartle  you^ 
ud  raile  you  out  of  your  natural  fecurity,  and  put  you  in  a 
:onfterBation,  like  a  heap  of  doves  at  the  fight  of  a  gun  ?  So 
hat  you  was  wild,  and  knew  not  what  to  do,  or  whether  to 
ly  for  help,  like  thefe  converts,  A(Xs  ii.  37.  and  the  jailor^ 
iCks  ivi.  27.  and  Paul  at  his  converlion,  &c. 

aJIff  When,  like  Noah's  dove,  you  was  wandering  up  and 
lown  in  your  thoughts  for  a  place  of  reft,  got  you  a  difcovery 
>f  the  Ark  Chrift,  and  came  hovering  about  the  Ark  i  Our 
;reat  Noah  opened  the  windows  of  the  Ark,  and  took  thee  in 
arith  himfelf,  and  became  a  hiding  place  unto  thee,  &c« 

2dfyf  If  this  be  the  cafe  at  thy  entry  at  the  window  of  the 
Ark,  thou  haft  been  made  to  fing,  Pfal.  cxvi.  7.  <'  Return  un- 
to thy  reft,  O  my  roul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully 
with  thee ;"  or  that,  Pfal.  cili.  4.  **  He  redeemeth  my  life 
from  deftru£lion,  he  crownech  me  with  loving-kindnefs  and 
tender  mercies.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul ;  and  ail  that  ia 
within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name,'*  &c. 

Atbiy,  If  fo,  when  you  took  your  flight  to  Chrift,  you  left 
all  idols  behind  you,  crying  with  Ephraim,  **  What  have  I  to 
do  any  more  with  idols  ?**  Thefe  things  you  counted  gain  viU 
be  lofs  in  your  view.  As  for  fins,  even  your  deareft  fins, 
your  right  hands  and  right  eyes,  you  will  be  careful  to  cut 
them  off,  and  pull  them  out,  &c.  As  for  the  world  you  was 
taken  up  with,  yqu  will  cry,  Away  with  it ;  it  is  a  mere  mafa 
3f  vanity,  all  vanity  and  vex:ition,  &c.  As  for  the  law,  you 
rill  be  dead  to  it  as  a  hulband.    <<  I  through  the  law  am  dead 

to 
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to  the  law/*  As  for  your  works  of  righteoufnefs  that  you 
gloried  in,  you  will  count  them  dung,  and  lofs,  filthy  ragft, 
&c.  As  for  the  wifdom  of  the  flcfh,  you  will  reckon  it  (lark 
folly  and  madnefs,  &c.  As  for  your  own  llrength,  you  will 
fee  it  to  be  weakncfs.  •*  I  am  not  fufficient  of  mvfclf," 
&c.  As  for  your  own  fulntfs,  you  have  found  it  to  be  no- 
thin?  but  emptinefs ;  and  that,  inilead  of  being  rich  and  in- 
creafed  with  goods,  you  have  (cen  that  you  are  wretched  and 
miferable,  &c. 

Sthly^  If  you  have  really  fljd  to  Ghrift  as  dyi^es  to  their  nmn* 
dl^ttv,  there  are  fome  things  you  have  found  in  him,  which 
you  could  never  find  anywhere  elfe.  1.  Thou  haft  found  the 
life  of  thy  foul  in  him  :  Our  "  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God: 
He  ihAt  hath  the  Son  hath  life,"  ^z,  2.  Thou  hall  found  reft 
to  thy  foul  in  him  :  Thou  triedll  to  find  this  and  the  former  in 
lying  refuges,  but  was  ay  difappointed  in  thy  expectation,  but 
now,  now,  thou  haft  found  it  according  to  his  promife, 
Matth.  xi.  *^  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft/*  O  glorious  reft !  If.  xi.  10. 
3.  Thou  haft  found  foul  health  in  him,  like  the  woman  tliat 
fpent  all  her  means  upon  other  phyficians  to  no  purpofe,  till 
(he  came  and  touched  the  hem  of  Chrift's  garments,  and  then 
the  bloody  illuc  was  ftayed.  So  can  not  thou  fay  upon  thy 
coming  to  Chrift ;  thou  foundft  his  countenance  to  be  thy 
health  ;  healing  is  under  his  wings,  Mai.  iv.  2.  Pfal.  ciii,  3.  He 
heakth  all  my  difeafcs,  &c.  4.  Thou  haftifound  food  to  thy  foul 
in  him  :  His  ^^  flcfh  is  meat  indeed,  and  his  blood  is  drink  in- 
deed, &c.  Otafte  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good,*'  &c.  5.  Ihou 
haft  found  clothing  to  thy  naked  foul  in  him  :  You  was  trying, 
like  our  firft  parents,  to  cover  thy  nakednefs  with  fig  leaves ; 
but  now  thou  cafteft  thcfe  away,  and  taking  the  (kin  of  the 
word  to  cover  thee  with,  which  God  provided,  and  upon  thy 
being  thus  clothed  with  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  thou  halt 
been  made  to  fing  that  fong.  If.  ixi.  10.  "  He  hath  clothed 
n»e  with  the  garments  of  falvation,  he  hath  covered  nie  with 
the  robe  qf  righteoufnefs,"  &c.  6.  You  have  found  riches, 
and  unfearchable  riches,  in  him,  that  do  not  rot  in  the  grave, 
gold  better  than  the  gold  of  Opliir,  to  make  you  up  for  all 
eternity.  7.  In  one  word,  you  have  found  your  God  in  him, 
whom  you  loft  in  the  firft  Adam ;  for  God  is  in  Chrift,  and 
you  have  found  him  as  your  own  God  :  And  now  you  will  be 
ready  to  fay,  He  is  "  my  God,  and  1  will  prepare  him  an  ha- 
bitation, even  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chnlt ; 
and  therefore  I  will  exalt  him.  Our  God  is  the  God  of  fal- 
vation," &c. 

Ufe  third  may  be  of  Confohtion  unto  God'3  doves  in  this 

dark 
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dark  and  evil  day,  tn  wjiich  thtir  ufual  windows  to  which  thef  ^ 
tifc  to  Hocki  are  like  to  be  (hue  by  a  fett  of  men  and  judica- 
foiies  who  fhould  open  thcm^  and  who  Ihould  gather  God'd 
iloveSt  in  Head  of  fcatrering  thfui* 

There  are  thefe  kw  things,  I  oJFer  for  comfatt  in  an  evil - 
d^f  like  this-  ^r'; 

ifi.  Know  for  ^cur  encotir^gemcnt,  tliat^  when  the  win<]ows< 
df  public  ordinances  are  ^lut  up,  either  by  perfccution,  .vio- 
lence^ or  defe£lionSj  or  when  you  arc  feared  away  from  them 
by  viikures,  or  birds  of  prry,  that  h^ve  got  into  the  houfc,  yet 
Grod  can  let  you  in  to  communion  with  him,  by  the  private 
and  fecret  windows  I  mentioned  in  the  doctrin4l  pare.  God'ft 
dores,  though  they  may  be  fliut  out  of  the  kirks,  yet  thejr 
Ihall  not  be  Oiut  i>ut  from  fcHowfhip  with  him^  one  way  or 
other;  no*  he  will  gather  unto  him  them  that  arc  forrowful 
for  the  fokmn  iAfTtmbly,  &c. 

2dly^  God  hears  the  mourning  of  his  do^es  even  when  they 
are  driven  to  the  "  clefts  of  the  rock,  and  fecret  places  of  the 
llairSt"  Cant>  ii.  14.  Sec. 

jfiZ/jr,  God*s  eye  is  upon  his  doves,  and  he  *'  telts  all  their 
wanderings  J— the  eyes  of  the  Lord  arc  upon  the  righteous,^ 
and  they  run  to  and  fro,"  &c, 

4thiy^  His  heart  and  his  affeOion  is  ftt  upon  his  doves^  even 
to  a  ravifhment,  Cant,  iv.  9.  *'  Thou  hatl  ravidied  my  hearty 
my  ^ fieri  my  fpoufc/'  And  this  a9^e£lion  iti  invariable^  for 
be  reRs  in  his  love,  &c. 

^thiy\  The  arms  of  his  power  and  providence  arc  about  hia 
doves,  and  '^  He  covers  them  with  his  feathers^  and  ht^  will 
hide  them  in  the  fecret  of  his  tabernacle,  when  thoufands  {hall 
fall  At  their  fjde,  and  ten  thouf.tnd  at  their  right-hand,  Come^ 
»ny  people,  '*  enter  into  your  chambers,  fiiut  the  doors  about 
I  thee,"  &c. 

6thly^  Ere  it  be  long,  thy  foul  will  take  a  flight  out  of  this 
[ill  lATorld,  into  the  land  of  rett,  the  houfc  of  many  manfions^ 
Vhere  thou  wilt  be  at  reft  for  cveti 

Uic/ourth  might  be  of  Tirrnr  unto  all  thefe  that  are  doing 
hurt  to  God's  dovts  at  this  day. 

Some  arc  fearing  and  frighting  them,  fomc  are  fcattering 
them,  fome  are  plucking  at  thtrir  gofpel  rights  and  privileges, 
I  fomc  plucking  at  their  nsmc  wiihllander,  lumc  plucking  tiicm 
out  of  their  dwellings,  bctaufe  they  cannot  commit  thLmfclves 
jniQ  the  hands  of  the  birda  of  prey.  I  £hall  only  f  y  to  you^ 
if  there  bt;  any  fuch  hearing  mc,  as  £  doubt  not  bat  ihcre  may 
^ tc  fane  of  them  to  fpy  out  our  liberty  on  this  oc.  jfion^- 
1*  "  God  is  jc  lious  for  his  Ji>vl^s  with  a  great  jcaliiufy,"  Zecll«  - 
1*  14.     2.  He  is  fore  dlfpleafcd  with  you  for  the  injuries  th' 
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are  done  to  them  in  helping  on  their  affli£%ion»  Zsclu  i*  i  j. 
3.  God  is  preparing  a  cup  for  yon  to  drink,  an^  a  bitter  one, 
Pf*l.  Ixsiv.  8.  "  In  the  hand'  of  th^  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and 
the  wine  13  red»"  See.  He  will  render  tribulation  to  them 
that  trouble  his  doves.  Gol's  doves,  that  are  mourning  now, 
{hall  flng  when  ye  fhall  mourn  ;  they  will  be  (inging  in  hea- 
ven, when  ye  fhill  be  mourning  and  howling  among  derils, 
Sec. 

Ufe  /Ifti  fhall  be  of  Exhortation :  r/?,  To  all  in  general  j 
Td/y^  To  God's  doves  in  particular. 

%fif  a  word  of  ej^hortation  to  pcrfuade  finncrs  to  rife  out  of 
the  earth  like  a  cloud,  and  ily  like  doves  unto  Chrift.  O  that 
all  this  company  before  me  would  clap  their  wings,  and  take 
a  Sight,  and  never  reft  until  they  had  fled  for  refuge  to  this 
hope  fct  before  them  in  the  gofpel  f  To  fet  you  all  a- flight,  if 
poffiblc,  let  me  deal  with  you  in  a  rational  way. 

1.  God  commands  you  to  fly  to  Chrift,  **  This  is  his  com- 
mandment, That  we  fliould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift,"  Sec. 

2.  He  invites  you  to  ffy  to  his  Chrift,  "  Behold  my  fervant 
whom  I  uphold/'  &c. 

3.  He  intreats  and  befcfches  you  to  fly  to  him,  **  We  pray 
vou  in  Chrift's  Read,  as  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us, 
be  ye  reconciled  to  God,"  &c. 

4.  He  expoftuhtcs  with  you,  becaufe  of  your  backflidings, 
to  fly  to  him,  *•  O  my  people  f  what  have  I  done  unto  thee  ?* 
&c. 

5.  He  aflurcs  you  of  welcome  by  his  promife,  "  Come  to 
me  who  will,  I  will  in  no  ways  caft  out,"  &c.  And  by  his 
oath,  "  As  I  live,  I  have  no  pleafiire  in  the  death  of  the  wick- 
ed, but  rather  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live,** 
&c. 

6.  All  things  in  his  houfe  are  ready  to  give  entertainment 
uhto  you,  behold,  **  all  things  are  ready,  come  to  the  mar- 
riage, Proverbs,  ^th  and  yth  chapters. 

7.  Fly,  the  windows  are  open,  the  heart  of  Chrift  is  open, 
&c.  His  arms  are  open  and  ftretchcd  out,  &c.  His  covenant 
is  open  to  you  to  take  hold  of  it,  &c. 

H.  Confider  what  is  behindiyou.  (1.)  The  roaring  lion, 
ready  to  devour  you.  (2  )  The  curfe  of  the  broken  law  is  be- 
liind  you,  &c.  (3.)  Ih::  wrath  of  God  is  behind  you.  0! 
who  knows  the  power  of  it  ?  kc. 

9.  There  is  no  (^fety  for  you  in  heaven  nor  earth,  if  you  do 
not  fly  from  fia :  **  There  is  no  other  name  under  heaven,  gi- 
ven among  men,  whereby  we  ir.uft  bs  favcd,"  3cc.  "  How  ftiall 
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■re  tfcapei  if  \vc  ncglcd  fo  great  a  falvaiion,  they  that  dcfpi- 
fed  Mofes'  law  died  without  mercy,"  &c. 

xo.  The  time  of  iiying  will  be  gone  within  a  little ;  no  fly- 
ing eat  of  hell  (  none  to  come  to  you  there  to  cry,  ^^  Turn  ye 
to  your  ftrong  holds,^  5cc.  "  He  that  lives  for  ercr  and 
^TCfy  has  fworn,  with  his  hand  lifted  up  to  heaven,  that  time 
(hail  be  no  more,*'  &€•  "  And  therefore  today,  if  ye  will 
bear  his  voice,'*  &c. 

II.  Fly,  or  clfe  you  will  lofe  your  foul  for  ever  \  **  He  that 
believeth  not  (hal)  be  damned."  And  **  what  is  a  man  pro- 
Bted,  if  he  (hall  gain  tlie  whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul,'* 
&c. 

ObjeS.  1.  ^  You  bid  us  fly,  but  to  what  purpofe,  you  tell 
Ds  we  arc  dead  in  fins  ?'  jltifw.  It  is  the  glory  of  foverei^n 
grace,  to  (hew  wonders  to  the  dead  ;  fee  what  he  did  among 
the  dry  bones,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  3.  Sec.  Can  thefe  dry  bones  live? 
Yea,  if  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  breathe  upon  them,  God  has 
bidden  prophefy  upon  the  dry  bones,  to  cry  to  the  dead,  to 
arife  and  fly  \  and  therefore  we  muft;  do  it.  And  if  God 
would  bid  me  fay  to  the  mountains  remove,  to  the  rocks  and 
trees  and  grafs  pile«,  arife  and  live,  I  would  do  it^  and  i  would 
believe  that  God  would  make  it  efFcftual. 

OhjeEl.  2.  *  You  bid  me  fly,  but  alas,  I  want  wings  to  fly, 
'*  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove,  for  then  would  I  fly,"  ^c. 
Anpw.  If  there  be  a  will  to  fly,  and  a  hearty  delire  to  fly,  thou 
haft  got  wings :  and  if  you  want  even  that,  feek  wings  from 
him  that  bids  you  flv,  for  he  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and 
then  they  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  &c. 

OhjcQ,  3.  <  I  have  a  load  of  fin  upon  my  back,  I  cannot 
get  up/  Anjnu.  •*  Caft  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,"  and  if 
you  cannot  fly,  reft  you  with  your  load  upon  him  ;  for  as  faitli 
is  a  flying,  fo  it  is  a  rc(\ing,  &c. 

OhjeQ.  4.  *  Chrifl  is  fo  far  away,  that  I  will  never  reach 
him.'    Atifw,  Do  not  fay  fo,  for  he  is  near,  Rom.  x.  8.  5cc. 

OhjeEl,  5.  «  When  I  attempt  to  fly,  the  devil  and  the 
world,  and  my  own  heart,  pull  mc  back  ajzain  into  the  mire, 
and  then  I  am  jufl  where  I  was.'  Anfiv,  From  that  moment 
that  thou  makefl  an  attempt  to  fly  to  Chrilt,  the  devil,  the 
world,  and  corruption,  will  be  upon  thee  to  harafs  thee.  But 
though  they  mtiy  do  thee  many  an  ill  turn,  yet  they  (hall  ne- 
ver pull  thee  out  of  Chrift,  if  once  thou  hafl  fled  to  him,  no 
man  "  fhall  pluck  ihem  out  of  my  hand,  my  Father  who  gave 
them  mc  is  greater  than  all  (fays  Chrill),  and  none  (hall  pluck 
them  out  of  my  Father's  hand.**  Many  a  pluck  the  enemy 
gives  at  Chrift's  doves,  but  they  fliall  never  pluck  them  away 
from  him. 
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^eft*  Ton  bid  me  fly  like  a  dove  into  Chnft,  and  his  win* 
dows  'f  but  will   ^Du  give  me  your  advice  in  order  to  it  ? 
jinfm*  i«  Be  much  in  viewing  the  holinefs  of  the  law,  and  of 
the  LaWi^ivetp    *'  for  it  is  a  fchbolmafter   to  bring  us   to 
Chnft/'  &c.     1.  Be  much  in  vie  wing  your  danger  while  out 
of  Chrifti  condemned  already^  &c.     31  Be  much  in  fiudying 
the  gofpel,  Chrift  in  his  pcrfon,  nature,  and  oHicesi  the  free- 
dom of  the  covenant,  and  the  fulnefs  and  fuit^tblenefs  of  the 
gofpet  remedy,  &c,     4.  Be  prrfuaded  of  the  Lord's  willing* 
nefa  TO  take  you  in  to  hintfelf,  at  his  windowst  his  bowels 
found  towards  finn^rs,  5tc.     5.  Cry  for  the  wind  of  the  Spirit 
to  Mow>  that  thereby  yau  may  be  fi^t  a-flight>  for  he  tcflifies 
of  Chrii^^  and  joinn  the  finncr  to  him,  &c^     ^^  Make  a  defpc* 
latc  attempt  to  be  at  Chrirt,  through  ihe  window  of  pnycTi 
»nd  of  faith  in  prayer  \  wreftie,  cry,  feck,  and  knocks  for  to 
fuch  it  {hall  be  opened,  &c* 

lidlyy  Thtfecsnd  fort  I  would  fpeak  to  are  believers,  who    p 
'  |iave  J^i-f/  iikf  a  cloudy  and  as  doves  io  Chrift^s  windo^wt* 

1.  BletM  the  Lord  that  gave  you  counfel,  ^nddid  notallowyou 
to  fit  ftill  in  a  natural  ft  ate,  within  the  fea^mark  of  his  wrath, 
but  chafed  you  with  his  la  ■'■  terrors,  and  drew  you  in  at  his 
windows  to  himfelf-  Sing  his  praife,  faying,  '*  Bk(s  the 
Lord,  O  my  foul,"  &c,  **  He  brought  mc  up  alfo  out  of  aii 
horrible  pit,"  &c- 

2-  Have  you  fled  to  Chrift?  Abide  in  him  as  in  a  lodging 
Bnd  dwelling-place  ;  Juft  ^^s  the  m.^n-flaycr  was  to  abide  in 
the  ci^y  of  refuge,  after  he  had  fled  to  it,  and  was  never  to  go 
out  of  it,  until  the  death  of  the  high  prieil :  and  your  High 
Prielt  never  dies ;  and  therefore  you  arc  never  to  be  found 
out  of  your  gofpcl-refuge,  Sec* 

3*  FrvqLicnt  lije  windows  of  his  ordinances,  both  the  more 
fecret  and  retired  wuid^w^  of  prayrr  and  meditation,  reading, 
failing,  ChriiUan  conference  *,  and  thErfe  that  are  more  fokran 
:and  public,  fuch  as  word  and  facrdment,  when  you  can  hav^ 
acccfs;  For  tf  ere  it  is  that  Chrift  feeds  hib  dovcs,  and  gives 
them  inttrvidvvs  with  himftlf ;  and  when  the  public  windovps 
are  fhut,  of  defiled,  or  h^unied  with  ioxes  or  birds  of  prey, 
thjt  fright,  fcatttTj  or  tc;ir  the  doves,  be  the  more  frequently 
reforting  unto  thr  n  ore  private  or  fctrct  wrr-dowSp  Sec. 

4.  H.,vc  you  fied  to  Lhnil  iik^  d^v^s  to  th^ir  %vmd^ivs^  and 
taken  up  your  reft  in  hiiv  ;  never  look  back  to  your  old  houfs 
and  reforts,  your  lying  refuses,  nor  look  to  the  general  nicr- 
tft  &C-  Never  look  to  an  empty  pr^jfeiTion,  &c,  \  never  take 
up  again  with  th^:  works  or  the  Ihw,  5cc.  i  bid  all  thcfe  adieu, 
licver  to  come  back  to  them  again^  &c. 
s^  |.  When  like  the  dove,  you  come  to  pick  up  any  thing  that 
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s  ileceflary  for  you  upon  earth,  do  not  fit  ftUl  upon  the  earth, 
ut  awaj  again  to  your  windows,  and  foar  upward  toward 
thrift.  **  Set  your  aSc£tions  upon  things  above^  where 
Ihrift  is  at  the  right-hand  of  God/'  &c. 

6.  Invite  others  to  your  windows  where  you  have  been  cn- 
:rtained|  and  do  what  you  can  to  recommend  Chrift  and  his 
'ay  and  word  and  ordinances  to  themi  *^  O  tafte  and  fee  that 
ic  Lord  is  good,"  fays  David,  &c. 

7.  When  the  Lord  has  taken  you  from  among  the  pots,  and 
lade  you  like  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  the  Giver  and 
:l)ow  gold  of  his  own  Spirit  and  righteoufnefs.  O  do  not 
:file  your  feathers,  do  not  tarniih  and  blacken  your  profcf- 
OTi  with  the  filth  of  fin.  Do  not  lie  down  in  the  puddle 
ith  the  men  of  this  world  :  "  Be  not  conformed  to  this 
orld,  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind» 
•ct  your  light  fo  (liine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your 
9od  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

8.  Let  God's  doves  drink  the  pure  and  running  water  of 
le  fanfluary,  I  mean,  keep  by  the  pure  word,  worOiipi  and 
rdinances  of  his  appointment,  the  river  of  divine  truth,  gof- 
?I  do^lrine  and  worfliip,  difpcnfed  in  gofpcl  ordinances, 
lias  1  the  ftreams  of  thefc  rivers  do  not  make  glad  the  city  of 
rod,  at  this  day,  through  many  corners  of  the  land.  Why, 
le  waters  are  foukd  with  the  feet  of  a  fct  of  hirelings,  in- 
uders,  and  corrupt  and  lax  minifters,  that  are  forced  in  upon 
lem  i  men  that  are  unikilful  in  the  law,  men  that  want  the 
3ve-Iike  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  therefore  are  incapable  of  feed- 
ig  God's  doves.  Let  God's  doves  be  aware  of  them  that 
>ul  the  waters  of  the  fanftuary,  that  corrupt  the  doflrine, 
ifcipline,  worihip,  and  government,  which  we  in  thefe  lands 
c  (worn  to  maintain  and  preferve  in  their  purity,  Philip, 
I.  I.  •'  Beware  of  dogs,  beHvare  of  evil  workers,  beware  of 
fe  concifion,'*  &c» 


ACTION 
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tiifig'i  or  c'cer  the  eu)'ih  ivas. 


THERE  are  fuch  evident  rays  of  the  eternal  an< 
Deity  of  Chrift,  as  alfo  of  his  perfonality  an< 
onenefs  with  the  Father,  in  this  pafTage,  as  looks  t 
and  Sociniaiis,  thefe  blafphemers  of  the  Son  of  G 
out  of  countenance,  and  obliges  them,  though  v 
abfurdity,  to  allcdge,  that  what  is  fpokcn  of  and  bj 
this  chapter,  and  paniculaily  from  vtr.  22.  to  vcr. 
be  undcrilood  of  wifdom  as  one  of  the  attributes  of 
nature.  But  it  is  beyond  controvcrfy,  among  all 
interpreters,  that  it  is  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon  of  th 
Trinity,  under  rhe  notion  of  wifdom,  that  here 
might  be  cleared  from  many  pcrfonal  properties^ 
a6ls,  and  perfonal  words,  that  are  afcribed  to  him  ii 
fagc  of  fcripturc,  which,  for  brevity's  fake,  I  CJjnnot 
on  at  this  time. 

The  penman  of  this  book  was  Solomon,  "  But 
greater  than  Solomon  is  here,"  even  Chrift,  •*  the  '' 
God,  and  the  power  of  God,  in  whom  all  the  tr 
wifdom  and  knowledge  are  hid.'^  As  Solomon  h 
wifdom  out  of  this  treafure ;  fo  being  under  the  c 
ihe  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  rtvelation,  is  led,  as  a  type 
in  the  perfon  of  his  glorious  anti-type,  as  Iiis  fat 
dnth  fri^niienrlv  In  x\\e  honk  (if  thpPfalm.';.  nnrtlcnlaT 
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tilcularly,  (i.)  He  fhews  Iiow,  from  zW  tccrniry,  he  lodged  in 
His  Father's  arms  and  bofom,  as  his  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
Jic  was,  and  is  well  pleafed,  Tcr.  22.  ^  The  Lord  poflefled  me 
Sn  the  beginning  of  his  Way,  before  his  works  of  old.**  (2.) 
'■^tit  rp^aks  of  hi6  eternal  defignation  onto  the  great  work  and 
lifcrvicc  of  our  redemption,**  in  the  words  of  my  text,  Ivfasfet 
^i^fr^m  fvtrla/jtingy  &c.     Where  we  may  notice, 

I*  The  divine  perfon,  who  is  the  fpcaker,  in  the  pronoun, 
^JJ  I  the  eternal  Son  of  Qpd,  the  g[orious  Immanuel,  the 
gatibfui  and  true  Witnefs.  I  who  am  God  co-equal  with  the 
Vather ;  and  who  fat  as  a  conftituent  member  of  the  council 
nt  peace,  ancnt  the  great  affeir  of  man's  redemption,  and  there- 
fore cannot  but  be  well  acquainted  with  what  was  tran(a£led 
ttiere, 

'  2-  The  refult  of  that  eternal  tranfa£lion  declared  with  re- 
p^tion  to  himfeif,  Iwas  fei  up^  u  e.  I  was,  by  an  a£l  of  the  di- 
j^nc  will,  comiron  to  all  the  three  perfons  of  the  glorious 
BE*nnity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  clefted,  fet  a«part,  or 
n^e> ordained  fo  the  great  fervice  of  man's  reden)ption.  A 
^ord  parallel  unto  thi$i  and  which  caAs  a  light  upon  the  ttxt^ 
^«3U  have,  FfaU  ii.  7.  "  Where  Chrift,  fpeaking  of  himfelf, 
"lyt,  "  I  will  declare  the  decree:  the  Lord  hath  faid  unto 
ic,  Thoa  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee."  This 
.  called  ihc  Father's  will,  PfaU  xl.  7.  8.  «*  Lo !  I  come,  in  the 
^«lume  of  the  book,  it  is  written  of  me,  I  delight  to  60  thy 

5.  In  the  words  we  have  the  date  of  the  divine  council  and 
*Sccrcej  with  relation  to  our  Redeemer,  or  when  he  was  fet 
**J)  for  thit  fervice.  It  bears  date  from  the  ancient  years  of 
^*ernity,  /  was  fet  up  from  everlafting^  from  the  beginningy  ert 
wmiT  the  earth  ^tfa^.  Here  are  words  iliat  fwallow  up  all  finite 
Hbought  and  confideration,  it  leads  us  back  to  an  eternity  paft, 
^fiad  who  could  ever  have  told  us  what  was  afted  in  the  divine 
■fciind  and  council  from  all  eternity,  but  he  only  who  is  the 
^^.Ipha,  and  the  Omega,  from  everlaftingto  evcrlafting,  God. 
^ic  tvai  fet  up  fr-^m  everlaft'ing^  fr^^  ^he  beginnings  ere  ever  the 
^^rih  *waj*     60  much  for  explamiug  the  words. 

*iocT<  "  That  as  Chrift  is  the  evcrlafting  God  ;  fo,  from  all 
eternity,  he  was  fore-ordained  and  fet  up  for  the  great  fer- 
vice of  man'a  redemption.  I  *was  fet  up  from  everlafting^* 
&c, 

II 

f  To  thiB  purpofe  is  that  of  the  apoftle,  1  Pet.  1.  20.  **  He 
"^as  verily  foreordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
^ut  was  m:miftft  in  ihefe  laft  times." 

Th5 


J.  J  ncjirji  tfiiiig  IS  to  prove,  i  liai  n^oiul  li  iiic  cvci 
God,  and  that  he  was  Jrotn  the  begirming^  ere  ever  thi 
'was. 

The  Socinlans  aflirm,  lliat  he  had  no  being  before 
tual  hicarnation.  And  the  Arians,  Though  they  alio 
he  had  a  being  before  his  incarnation  ;  yet  they  deny  h 
nal  exiftence,  and  confequtntly  make  him  but  a  noniina 
and  reduce  him  among  the  rank  of  created  beings.  N 
oppofition  to  both  thefe  damnable  hereHes,  1  (hall  end 
to  trace  a  little,  the  fcriptural  account  of  the  eternal  ci 
cf  the  Son  of  God,  our  glorious  Redeemer. 

And^r/?,  that  he  exilied  before  his  incarnation,  or 
ingborn  of  the  virgin,  is  evident  from  the  appearance  h 
to  our  firit  parents  in  paradife,  after  the  fall,  Gen.  iii. 
▼iz.  the  feed  of  the  woman,  (hall  bruife  thy  head,  viz.  l 
pent's,  explained  by  the  apoftle,  Heb.  ii.  14.  That  tl 
God  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son,  intimating  his  future  ii 
tion,  and  the  defign  thereof  is  evident,  for  God  abl 
confidered,  is  not  a  promiCng  but  an  avenging  God, 
fuming  fire  unto  the  workers  of  iniquity.  And  all  the 
fes  in  him  are  yea  and  amen.  It  is  only  the  Lion 
tribe  of  Judah,  and  none  elfe,  that  opened  the  book  of 
vine  council  anent  our  redemption.  And  therefore  it  \ 
and  none  elfc,  that  broke  up  this  feal,  and  difclofcd  thi 
unto  our  firll  parents  in  paradife. 

In  like  manner,  it  was  he  that  preached  the  gofpcl  t( 
ham,  faying,  '«  in  thy  feed  rtiall  nil  rhe  nations  of  thi 
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cl::!^  great  Prieft  of  his^ciiurcN,  ocio.e  iiis  actual  appearance  in 
fcisc  flcih,  Pial-  ex  4.  **  The  Lord  hath  fworn,  and  will  not 
liiepcnr,  Thou  art  a  Pricft  for  crcr  after  the  order  of  Mclchifc- 
iS^ck,"  a^tid  his  royal  and  kingly  office  is  aflerted  by  XSod  the 
t*«ther#  before  ever  he  appeared  in  the  ficfli,  PfaL  iL  *'  Yet 
Shift  re  I  fee  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion  :"  I  have  done 
bll  i  it  is  not  a  thing  to  jdo,  but  it  is  done  already;  1  have  fet 
kim  i^ingf  &c*  And  he  fpcaks  to  him  as  a  perfon  a£kually 
ipxifting  :  "  /\ik  of  me,  and  I  fhall  give  thee  the  heathen  for 
•fcine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy 
^^tkHelBon/'  Thus  you  fee  him  executing  all  his  offices  before 
w^  w^  iiicamatew 

But  I  need  not  Hand  upon  this  point,  in  oppolition  to  the 
cinians,  feeing  we  have  it  from  Chrid'd  own  mouth,  who 
^  the  fmithful  witnels,  John  viii.  58.  fays  he  there  to  the 
'  jr^ws,  **  Before  Abraham  was,  I  am,"  alluding  probably  unto 
^lat  fame  name  he  took  to  himfelf,  when  he  appeared  untoMo« 
"^3  in  the  bulb,  and  fent;  him  to  bring  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt: 
.*^  (fays  he),  and  tell  them^  "  1  AM  hath  fent  me  unto 
^^ou,''  Exod.  iii-  14.;  a  name  equivalent,  unto  the  name  Je* 
**OVAH,  which  Qgnifies  pajl^  prefent^  and  to  corfu^  and  diftia* 
.^^tlhcs  him  from  all  the  dunghill  deities  of  the  nations. 

But  theoj  ficondly^  let  us  go  back  further,  even  to  th^ 
^Tcauoa  of  the  world,  and  we  ihall  find '  his  e^Liftence  and 
^^geacy,  in  the  produftion  of  all  created  beings^  John  i.  2.  3. 
^  In  the  beginaing  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with. 
C^,  arid  the  Word  was  God.  The  fame  was  in  the  begin- 
*ling  with  God*  AH  t/iin^^s  were  made  by  him;  and  without 
liiai  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made."  He  muft  needs- 
lie  x}\^  evcrlaftirrg  God,  who  is  the  Creator  of  all  the  ends  of 
%he  earth-  Gen.  i.  r.  **  In  the  beginning,  God  created  the 
"leaven  and  the  eartii ;"  hence,  Pfal.  di.  25.  "  Of  old  haft 
lioo  Laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth  \  and  the  heavens  are  the 
["iPork  of  i^\Y  hands,"  &c.  Which  words,  are  applied  untc^ 
~3hrift,  Heb,  i*  10 — 12.  "Thou,  Lord,  in  the  beginning,  haft 
aid  the  foundation  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  worki 
*f  thine  hands.  They  (hall  perifh,  but  thou  remaineft:  and 
they  all  ibaU  wax  old  as  doth  a  garment;  and  as  a  veflure  (halt 
thou  fold  them  up,  and  they  (hall  be  changed :  But  thou  art 
the  Cimc,  a-^d  thy  years  (hall  not  fail." 

Agaiit,  thirdly  Let  us  tun  up  to  the  endlefs  ages  before 
the  creation  ot  the  world,  and  we  find  hina  exifting  or  ever 
the  eirth  was,  JoUn  xvii.  5.  He  prayeth  that  he  might  be 
glorified  with  his  Father,  with  the  fame  glory  that  he  had 
#ith  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world*     Hence  he  in 
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not  only  called  the  mighty  God,  but  the  evcrlafting  Father; 
or  the  Father  of  eternity ;  and  Micah  v.  2.  '<  His  goings  forth 
were  from  of  old,  from  evcrlafting."  But  I  need  not  ftand 
upon  this,  feeing  the  very  words  of  the  text  are  fo  'clear  as 
to  this  matter.  /  was  fet  up  from  everlajling^  from  the  be" 
ginningj  or  ever  the  earth  was."  If  he  were  not  the  evcrlaft- 
ing God,  he  could  never  have  been  fet  up  from  everlafting. 
So  much  for  the  firft  thing. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  to  inquire,  what  is  im- 
ported in  his  hting  fet  up  from  everlajling. 

And  there  are  thefe  few  things  that  I  take  to  be  imported 
in  this  expreflion. 

ifl^  It  fuppofes  the  council  of  peace,  or  an  eternal  tranf- 
a£kion  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  concerning  the  re- 
demption of  loft  finners  ;  for  this  is  the  refult  of  the  council 
here  declared  by  the  Son,  /  was  fet  up  from  evcrlafling.  Zech. 
vi.  13.  **  The  council  of  peace  fliall  be  between  them  both." 

^dly^  It  implies  the  infinite  complacency  that  the  Father 
and  Son  had  in  each  other  from  all  eternity.  Tliis  is  more 
clearly  expreffed  in  the  verfe  immediately  preceding  the  text, 
**  The  Lord  poflefled  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  ways,  before 
his  works  of  old ;''  and  yet  more  clearly,  ver.  29.3c.  "  When 
he  appointed  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  then  1  was  by  him, 
as  one  brought  up  with  him  \  and  I  was  daily  his  delight,  re- 
joicing always  before  him."  So  If.  xlii.  i.  Matth.  iii.  at  the 
clofe  ;  chap.  xvii.  5. 

"^dly^  It  implies  a  divine  ordination  and  decree,  w^hereby  he 
was  from  eternity  ele^lcd  unto  the  great  fervice  of  man's  re- 
demption. Hence  he  is  called  his  Father's  Elei^l,  If.  xlii.  i. 
•*  Behold  my  Servant  whom  I  behold,  mine  Ele6l,  in  whom 
my  foul  delightcth."  So  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19.  fays  God  the 
Father,  "  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty,  I  have 
exalted  one  chofeii  out  of  the  people  ;"  and,  with  an  eye  to 
this  decree  of  the  eledion  of  Chrift  is  tliat  forecited  of  tiie 
apoftle,  I  Pet.  i.  20.  "  Who  verily  was  foreordained  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,''  &.c.  Though  he  be  God  co- 
-equal with  the  Father,  yv'^t  he  voluntarily  came  under  a  de- 
cree of  elc<^ion,  that  fo  he  might  be  tlie  head  of  tiie  eledlion 
among  mankind  finner?,  in  whom  they  are  eledled  unto  ever- 
lafting  life,  Eph.  i.  4.  "  He  hath  chofen  us  in  him,  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world." 

^thly\  I  was  fet  up  from  cverlijling,  it  implies,  that,  ia 
confeqiience  of  the  decree,  he  was  called  of  God  to  undertake 
the  work  of  redemption.  If.  xlii.  6.  **  I  tlie  Lord  have  called 
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liee  in  righfeoufndsy  and  w;^  L«^  t^l 

bee,  and  give  thee  far  a  corgsaa:  oi  ite  peayi^  lor  «  1%^ 
F  die  GerjtileSf"  Heb.T«  4/5.  "  K^  a^  tiAfttb  t^^  ho- 
bur  auto  himfelf^'liat  he  whs  «  1  ■Mfil  «f  Go^r  ^  ^^^^^  -'^^^ 
»ti :  So  alfo  Chrtll  |^orifei  Mt  Ur^fttf  to  be  nnde  u  tugh 
Neiif  but  he  chat  fd4  nzita  Mia,  Tboo  an  mjboa,  tilts  daj 
l?c  I  begotten  thee-" 

I  51^/;^,  It  implies  hk  cnris  Tolo^ttaij  cooile^  to,  aad  com- 
fiance  with  his  Father's  call ;  This  ti  of  fo  g^^^  moiacot, 
w  it  is  legiftratcd  in  tbe  Toloaise  of  the  book  of  O^d^  Pfil. 
L  7<  8.  *<  Then  faiJ  1,  Lo,  t  co^se;  m  die  roloiTC  of  the 
lok  it  is  written  of  me  :  1  ddigM  to  do  thy  wiJl,  O  mjr 
Mxi  5  yea  thy  law  b  within  zny  htart,'^  Upoo  which  words 
leapofUe  Paul  cofnme^^^  Heb«  x«  5^1-12.  apply iDg  tfaem  to 
te  purpcfe  in  haiKl, 

Andj  upon  this  voInQtary  confent  of  the  Son  of  God  foU 
ived  a  multitude  of  grrat  promffes  that  the  Father  tuaite  to 
bi.  The  Father  promifed  to  &t  hitn  with  a  huniari  nature^ 
\  h^  ^f-iffiiY^xVkV  iiiitr-:!  Tn  ^  -  i^ivm<*  nsriirf  :  "  A  hodv  haft 
lou  prepared  me  ;  a  promife  of  all  needful  furniture  and  af- 
Jance  in  the  undertaking,  that  an  immeafurable  fulnefs  of 
ic  Spirit,  and  all  his  gifts,  graces,  and  qualifications,  fhould 
ft  upon  him.  If.  xi.  2.3.  chap.  xlii.  liii.  10 — 12.  "  The 
cafure  of  the  Lord  fhall  profper  in  his  hand.  I  will  di- 
de  him  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he  fhall  divide  the 
oil  with  the  flrong:"  That  he  (hould  fee  his  feed;  a  feed 
ould  ferve  him,  that  fhould  be  accounted  to  him  for  a  gene- 
tion,  Pfal.  xxii.  at  the  clofe  :  That  he  would  make  his  ene- 
ies  his  footftool,  and  greatly  plague  all  that  liated  him  :  And 
at,  when  he  had  drunk  of  the  brook  that  ran  in  the  way, ' 

fhould  again  lift  up  the  head,  and  be  repolTefled,  even  in 
e  human  nature,  of  all  that  glory  which  he  had  with  the 
ther  before  the  world  wr.s.  Thus  you  fee  what  is  implied 
his  being  fet  up  from  everlafling. 

But  now,  before  I  go  on  to  the  third  general  head,  I  would 
re  Ihow,  how  (in  confcqiience  of  all  this,  which  was  done 
fore  the  foundation  of  the  world  was  laid)  he  was  adually 

up  in  time,  in  the  view  of  loft  iinncrs  of  Adam's  family, 
lom  he  came  to  fave  and  redeem.  And, 
I  .  His  firft  appearance  was  in  the  promife  made  to  our 
t  parents,  of  his  future  incarnation,  alicady  mentionec^, 
m.  iii.  15.  which  was  the  only  foundation  cf  faith  tljc 
iirch  had,  until  the  days  of  Abraham,  to  whom  tliat  pro- 
ff  was  renewed,  ''  In  thy  feed  fhall  all  the  nations  of  the 
th  bchkfrcd/^  Gen.  xxii.  18. 

%.  He 


and  every  one  or  triem  lucceiiiveiy  ipoK.e  more  c 
another,  till  John  the  Baptift  came  in  the  fpirit 
of  Elias,  pointing  him  out  with  the  finger,  fajin| 
the  Lamb  of  God." 

4.  He  was  fet  up  per fon ally  and  aflually,  in 
nation,  obedience,  and  death.  '  His  birth  was  eel 
intiinate  by  a  company  of  angels,  faying,  "  Unto  ] 
in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrift 
and  that  heavenly  anthem,  "  Glory  to  God  in  i 
and  on  earth  peace,  goodwill  towards  men.'*  Hi 
^ion  unto  his  mediatorial  work,  at  his  baptifm,  w 
by  the  opening  of  the  heavens,  thq  defcent  pf  the 
him  in  the  likenefs  of  a  dove,  and  a  voice  comi 
Father,  from  heaven,  faying,  "  This  is  my  belo 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed;'*  which  voice  was  aga 
at  his  transfiguration  and  his  paffion.  His  death  ' 
ted  by  the  rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  from 
fom,  a  quaking  of  the  earth,  a  rending  of  the  r 
darkening  of  the  fun  in  the  firmament;  all  imp 
now  the  finiiking  flroke  was  given  to  the  head  of 
pent,  and  that  principalities  and  powers  were  ; 
the  prince  of  this  world  caft  out  of  his  ufurped  av 
government. 

5.  He    was    fe^  up   in   a  glorious  and    triunr 
and  manner,  in   his  refurreclion   and  alcenfion ; 
was    **  declared   to   be  the  bon  of  God  with  pow 
ing  to   the  Spirit   of  holinei's,    by   his  refiirrcdio 
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Lpokiog  unto  which  the  Ifraelites  were  cured  of  the  ftmg  of 
the  fiery  ferpents.  John  iii.  14. 15.  fays  Chrift  there,  ''And  ai^ 
Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs,  even  fo  mud 
the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up  ;  that  whofoeVer  believes  in  him 
(hould  not  perifh,  but  have  eternal  life." 

7.  He  is  fet  up  facramentallyy  in  the  facraments  of  bap^ 
tifm  and  of  the  fupper,  particularly  in  the  laft  of  thefe,  which 
we  are  about  this  day  to  celebrate.  In  thefe  fymbols  and  faib 
cramental  ads  of  his  own  inftitution^  he  is  evidently  fet 
forth  crucified  before  you  ;  and  therein  we  may,  a$  in  a  glafs, 
difcern  the  Lord's  body,  which  was  broken  for  us,  and  his 
blood  of  the  New  Teftament^  which  was  flied  for  us.  There 
be  is  prefent,  though  not  in  a  corporal  and  carnal  manner,  yet 
in  a.  fymbolical  and  fpiritual  manner,  faying  to  his  people, 
^*  £at,  O  friends  ;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  be- 
loved." 

8.  He  is  fet  up  in  an  efficacious  way  and  manner,  in  i| 
day  of  converfion,  and  in  the  renewed  manifeilations  gf  him-* 
felf  to  the  fouls  of  his  people,  by  the  power  of  his  word  and 
Spirit.  When  he  draws  by  the  vail,  and  makes  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  his  glory  to  fliine  into  the  heart,  then,  O 
then,  Chrift  is  fet  up  in  the  heart  of  the  finntr ;  he  gets  the 
thi'one  of  the  heart,  and  every  thought  is  brought  into  cap- 
tivity unto  his  obedience.  What  a  pleafant  upfetting  of 
Chrift  and  his  kingdom  would  it  be,  to  fee  him  going  forth, 
^ith  his  bow  and  fvvord,  in  the  gofpel,  travelling  in  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  flrength,  making  all  the  inhabitanrs  of  the  land  to 
fall  under  him,  every  one  crying,  The  Lord  is  our  Judge, 
the  Lord  is  our  King,  the  Lord  is  our  Ls^wgiver  !  O  then  co- 
venanting work  would  go  on  apace,  and  every  one  would 
fay  to  another,  **  Come,  and  let  us  jom  ourfelves  unto  the* 
Lord,   in  a  perpetual  covenant  that  fhall  not  be  forgotten," 

9.  Chrift  will  be  fet  up  in  a  glorious  and  remarkable  way 
and  manner,  at  his  fecond  coming,  without  fin,  unto  the  fal- 
yation  of  his  people  ;  for  then  he  will  defcend  from  heaven^ 
with  a  (hout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  the  trump 
of  God,  when  he  fliall  come  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  fhall 
fee  him.  Then  (hall  he  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  adrni* 
red  in  all  them  that  believe,  while  all  tlie  wicked  unbelie- 
ving world,  and  kindreds  of  the  earth,  Ihall  wail  becaufe  of 
him,  crying  to  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and 
hide  them  from  the  face  of  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne,  and 
from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  ;  and  the  heavens  pafiing  away 
with  a  mighty  noife^  the  elements  melting  with  fervent  heat^ 
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So  much  for  the  itcQ^d  thing  propofedi  for  all  thcfc  were  ia 
whea  Chrill  was  fet  up  from  everlasting. 


II r.  The  third  thing  propofed  in  the  method  was.  to  lliew 
ibr  what  ends  and  purpofes  Ghrift  vf^^fet  up  from  everlafiing^ 
/rt^m  the  hf ginning,  or  tV€r  the  earth  was^    1  anfwer  in  thelc 

.    ^  i/if  He  was  fet  tip  from  evcrlafting^  as  a  San  to  gi^e  light 

tmto  this  lower  world,  which  (through  the  lio  of  man)  was 
become  like  a  dungeon  of  darknefs*  No  fooner  had  man  fin- 
ned, but  his  mind  (which  before  was  like  a  lamp  of  light,  as 
to  the  knowledj^e  of  God,  ard  of  his  mind  and  will),  became 
4arkj  yea,  darknefs  itielK  "  Once  were  ye  darknefs,"  fays 
the  apollle,  f peaking  of  man  in  his  natural  flate.  There  h 
the  face  of  a  covering  catl  over  all  people,  and  the  vail  chat 
is  fprcad  over  all  nations ;  and,  upon  this  account,  this  world 
is  cr.lied  a  dnrk  place ;  and  again,  thefc  parts  of  the  earth, 
where  Cbriil  is  not  known,  are  called  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth.  Bnt  now  Chriil  is  and  was  fet  up,  as  a  glorious  Sun, 
to  enlighten  the  world  in  ilie  knowledge  of  God>  and  of  the 
way  of  filvatioii,  licnce  called  the  Snn  of  righteonfnefs^  the 
JLight  of  the  world,  bccaufe  he  fprcads  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  God  among  loll  finners  of  Adam's  fanriilj, 
by  his  Word  and  Spirit.  HencCj  when  the  gofpel  of  Ch  rift,  which 
is  the  lamp  of  God's  anointed,  comes  unto  a  people,  they 
**  that  fat  in  darknefs  fee  great  light,  and  to  them  that  fat  ia 
the  region  and  fliadow  of  death  li^^^ht  doili  fpring  up>'* 

^dly.  He  is  fet  np  as  a  fccond  Adam,  the  Head  of  a  new  cove- 
nant of  grace  and  promife.  All  mankiiKl  were  loft  and  mined 
in  the  firft  Adam,  and  by  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works 
that  was  made  with  him  as  their  federal  head  and  reprcfcn* 
tattre  ;  fo  that  the  curf^^  of  that  covenant  was  the  only  legacy 
he  could  bequeath  n^xo  his  p^^fltrity,'  and  under  tliis  curfe  wc 
had  lien  through  all  eternity,  if  God  liad  not  raifed  up  for 
113  "  a  Horn  of  falvtjtion,  in  the  hoiife  of  his  fervant  David/* 
Sirs,  God  hid  a  pitrpofe  of  love  and  grace,  from  all  eterni- 
ty, toward  a  fekcl  company  of  Adam*ri  familv,  he  pitches  up- 
uii  iiib  own  Del  uvea  Son,  as  a  new  covenant  Head,  and  enters 
into  a  covenant  of  grace  with  him,  to  deliver  them  out  of  a 
itate  of  fin  and  milcry,  and  bring  them  unto  a  (late  of  falva- 
tion  through  him,  Pfil.  Ixsxix.  3.  "  1  have  made  a  covenant 
witli  my  chofen,  I  have  fworn  unto  David  my  fervant,"  &c. 
Accordingly  Chrift,  as  the  fecond  Adam,  fteps  in  the  room  of 
the  firft  Adam,  and  fulfils  the  covenant  of  v*  orks,  both  as  to 
its  precept  and  penalty  ;  whereby  the  proraife  of  eternal  life 
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[aadfi  to  him,  upon  condition  of  perfcft  obedience,  devolv'c^ 
upon  him  a  a  £1  fecond  Adam,  and  he  becomes  the  righteous 
"leir  of  evcrlafting  liXe,  noi  only  by  birdi,  but  alfo  by  pur-* 
;hafe  ;  and  all  t|ie  promifes  of  the  covenant,  and  all  the  falva- 
ioo  of  the  covenant,  (lands  in  him.  And  that  moment  a  fin- 
ler  quits  his  holding  of  the  firft  Adam,  and  of  the  law  as  a 
x>veoant9  and,  by  a  faith  of  God's  operation,  is  determined 
;o  take  hold  of  Chridy  and  the  covenant  whereof  he  is  Head, 
:hat  moment,  I  fay,  he  is  brought  into  the  bonds  of  the  cove- 
lant  of  grace  and  promife,  according  to  that  which  you  have^ 
[f.  Iv.  3.  "  Hear,  and  your  fouls  fliall  live,  and  I  will  make 
m  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  even  the  fure  mercies  of 
David,"  &c. 

3///^,  He  was  fet  up  from  everlafting,  as  a  repairer  of 
^reaches  between  God  and  man.  Whenever  man  fianed,  and 
oined  himfelf  in  a  confederacy  with  Satan,  the  god  of  this 
vorld,  the  breach  between  God  and  man  became  wide  like  the 
ca  \  death  and  hell  was  the  penalty  of  the  law  ;  thefaithful- 
lefs  of  God  was  engaged,  that  "  without  the  fliedding  of 
)lood  there  could  be  no  remii&on  of  iins.''  And  though  all 
he  angels  of  heaven,  and  men  upon  earth,  had  been  facrificed, 
md  their  blood  fhed,  in  orddr  to  fatisfy  juftice,  it  would  have 
leen  rejefted ;  the  offence  was  infinite,  with  refpe£l  to  the' 
>bjeft  of  it,  and  therefore  a  fatisfaftion  of  infinite  value  be- 
loved to  be  offered,  Pfal.  xl.  6.  Heb.  x.  Sacrifices  and  ofiTer- 
ngs  thou  wouldeft  not,  viz.  of  man's  providing.  Well,  then, 
iow  (hall  the  breach  be  repaired?  How  fhall  the  different 
laims  of  mercy  and  juftice  be  reconciled,  with  refpeft  to  the 
guilty  criminal  ?  Lo,  1  come,  fays  Chrift,  1  w411  aflume  the 
luman  nature,  and  in  that  nature  I  will  die  in  the  room  of 
he  criminal ;  and  in  this  way  I  will  make  peace  through  the 
olood^  of  my  crofs.  I  will  be  wounded  for  their  tranfgreffions, 
ind  bruifed  for  their  iniquities ;  the  chaftifemcnt  of  their 
peace  fhall  be  upon  me,  and  by  my  flripes  they  fhall  be  heal- 
ed; and  fo  juftice  fhall  be  fatisfied,  and  mercy  fhall  be  for 
ever  magnified,  i  Pet.  iii.  18.  "  Chrift  alfo  hath  once  fuf- 
fered  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  (that  he  might  bring 
tts  to  God.")  Thus  he  is  fet  up  as  the  Repairer  of  breaches  ;- 
hence  called  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man  :  and  there 
is  no  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  but  the  man  Chrift 
Jefns. 

^thly^  He  is  fet  up  as  the  true  temple  where  God  fets  his 
ttarae,  and  in  which  alone  God  is  to  be  worfhipped  in  an  ac- 
:eptable  way  and  manner.  The  OldTeftament  tabernacle  and 
cniple  was  but  a  fhadow  of  Chrift,  in  whom  the  fulnefi  of 
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the  Godhead  dmells  bodily.  And  as  all  the  worfbip  of  Ifr«d 
was  to  be  performed  io  the  temple ;  fo  all  our  facrifices  and 
ftrvices  arc  to  be  offered  up  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  for  he 
hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloveds.  In  him^  as  our  New 
Teftament*  Temple,   is  to  be   fceii   the  true  Shechiuai  the 

'  bri^htnefs  of  the  Father's  gtorj,  and  the  exprefs  image  of 
Ills  perfon.  Here  is  the  true  oracle  whereby  the  mind  of 
God  is  conveyed  unto  us,  *'  For  no  man  hmth  feen  God  at 
any  time;  the  only-begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom  of 
the  Father^  he  haih  declared  him/'  Here  is  the  true  ark 
^ifrhere  the  tables  of  the  law  are  kept^  and  in  whoai  the 
law  is  magnified  and  made  honourable.  In  htm  we  have 
the  true  mercy- feat  and  throne  of  grace,  unto  which  we 
are  called  to  come  with  boldnef^^  that  we  ma^  obtain  grace, 
.ftnd  ^d  mercy  to  help  in  every  time  of  need,  Hete  we 
have  the  Fricfl  o*^  our  profeiTion  miniftering  in  the  holy  of 
holieSf  and  appearing  in  the  prefi^nce  bf  God  for  us. 

^thly^  He  is  let  up  as  a  bridge  of  communictation  between 
God  and  man,  between  heaven  and  earth,  by  which  God  crimes 
down  to  us,  and  we  come  up  unto  him,  notwithftandmg  of 
the  two  infinite  guifs  of  natural  and  moral  diftarre  between 
him  and  us*  Thefe  gulfs  were  impaffiihle,  until  Chrift,  by 
bis  incar nation,  took  away  the  natural  diilance  \  for  in  himi 
SIS  Immakuel,  God  and  Man  meet  togciher  in  one  perfon: 
snd  by  his  death  and  fatisfa^ion  he  removed  the  mofal  dif- 
tance,  by  taking  away  the  fin  of  the  world ;  for  this  end  was 

*  he  manifefled,  to  take  away  our  fin.  Now,  thefc  two  infinite 
gutfs  being  removed,  God  and  man  meet  together  in  a  blefled 
^amity  and  friendfiiip;  and  we  have  **  boldneli  to  enter  into  th* 
lioliell  by  the  blood  of  Jefus*'*  Hence  is  that  of  Chriirs,  John 
xiv*  16.  **i  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life ;  no  tnio 
Cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me."  This  was  (liadowed  by  J** 
cob*5  dream  of  the  ladder,  reaching  from  heaven  unto  earttii 
and  the  angels  of  God  afcendvnj^  and  defcending  thereupon i 
fignifying  that,  tttrough  Chrift  (in  whom  all  the  rounds  and 
iteps  of  the  ladder  are  finlihed)  the  angels"  are  niini leering  fpi*  I  ^ 
rits  unto  the  heirs  of  falvation,  upon  the  footing  of  Lhrifl^ 
mediation  ;  and  that  we  hav^e  accefs  to  Gtjd  through  hitn. 
Through  him  we  afcend  unto  God^'s  holy  hill,  and  abide  in 
his  tabernacle. 

6thi}\  He  is  fet  up  as  the  great  gofpel  city  of  refuge,  typl 
fied  by  the  cities  of  rcfug^e  under  the  law^  unto  which  the  man- 
fltiyer  was  to  fly  for  fafety  frotri  the  aveiiger  of  Mood,  Hcb* 
vi-  iS.  Believers  are  faid  to  fiy  for  rcfugCj  to  lay  liold  upoa 
the  hope  fet  before  them  :  juftice  cries  f^r  vengeance  ;  God' 
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crokeQ  law  cries  for  vengeance :  confcieDce  cries  for  vea« 
j^cance  :  the  devil,  as  God's  executioner^  cries  for  vengeance. 
O  the  deplorable  cafe  and  condition  of  the  poor  guiltj  criminal 
before  the  revelation  of  Chrift !  Ail  refuges^  fail  him  :  for 
the  hail  fweeps  away  all  his  refuges  of  lies,  and  in  this  cafe 
his  hope  and  flrdngth  periflies  from  the  Lord;  until  God  make 
a  dilcovery  of  Chrift  as  the  city  of  refuge  that  he  has  fet 
open,  with  a  cry  from  heaven,  **  Turn  ye  to  your  ftrong 
holds,  ye  prifoners  of  hope  :"  Then,  O  theii,  the  foul  flics  for 
refuge  as  a  dove  to  its  windows,  and  gets  in  to  the  clefts  of 
the  rock,  and  abides  in  the  fecret  place  and  (hadow  of  the  Al- 
mighty, faying,  O  this  is  my  re(i,  and  here  will  I  dwell  at 
eafe;  **  for  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Chrift.''  Here  the  poor  foul  can  turn  about  to  law,  to  juftice^ 
to  confcience,  to  the  devil,  and  the  world,  and  fay,  **  Who  caa 
lay  any  thing  to  my  chargie  ?  Iris  God  that  juftifleth,  who 
is  he  that  condemneth  ?" 

ftbly^  He  is  fet  up  as  a  myftical  brafen  ferpent  in  the  camp 
of  Ifrael,  in  the  camp  of  the  vifible  church,  that  the  poor  fin- 
ner,  finding  himfelf  ftung  by  the  fiery  ferpents,  fin  and  Satan^ 
may,  by  looking  unto  him,  be  Itealed.  Hence  is  that  of  Chrift^ 
John  iii.  14,  15.  "  As  Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpent  in  the  wiU 
dernefs,  even  fo  muft  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up,"  &c.  The 
gofpel  is  the  pole  upon  which  he  is  lifted  up,  in  tlie  view  of 
all  mankind :  for  by  his  commiflion  we  preach  the  gofpel  unto 
every  creature ;  and  the  cry  goes  forth  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  **  Look  unto  me,  and  be  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the 
saxth  ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe."  Sirs,  the  ve- 
nom of  the  old  ferpent  has  diffufed  itfelf  through  all  the  powers 
•ind  faculties  of  tiie  foul  and  body  ;  and  it  is  worming  ouC 
four  life ;  and  die  you  muft,  unlefs  you  caft  the  eye  of  faith 
upon  Chrift,  as  the  only  ordinance  of  God  for  your  falva- 
tion.  As  the  ftung  Ifraelite  had  infallibly  died,  unlefs  he  had 
looked  ii'itq  the  brafen  ferpent;  fo  the  finner  that  does  not  look 
by  faith  unto  Chrift,  the  true  brafen  ferpertt,  fliall  infallibly 
die,  not  the  firft  death  only,  but  alfo  the  fccond  :  for  there  is 
ao  name,  under  heaven,,  given  among  men,  whereby  a  poor 
Enner  can  be  faved,  but  by  the  name  of  Jefus  :  but  whofoever 
believes  (in  the  name  of  Jefus)  fliall  not  perifli,  but  fliall  hate 
ever! aft  nR  life." 

?itbiy.  He  is  fet  Up  as  a  foundation  of  hope  and  help  to  the 
loft  famihr  of  Adam,  to  build  upon  for  tfieir  eternal  falva- 
tion  :  If.  xxviii.  16.  **  Behold,  1  lay  in  Zion,  for  a  founda- 
tion, a  ftone,  a  tried  ftone,  a  precious  corner  ftone,  a  fure 
foundation  :  He  that  believeth  fliall  not  make  hafte,  Ihall  not 
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be  afliamed  or  confounded."  AH  other  foundations  are  but 
'  foundations  of  fand,  and  the  houfe  built  upon  the  fand  will 
fally  and  great  will  the  fall  thereof  be  ;  **  for  other  foundation 
can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  ChrifL*' 
Adam,  in  innocency,  did  indeed  fland  upon  another  founda- 
tion ;  and,  if  he  had  continued  there,  he  would  have  had  ob« 
tained  life  and  happinefs,  hj  way  of  padlicnal  debt;  but  there 
19  no  other  foundation  for  a  lofi  finner  to  build  upon,  but  the 
fonn(*ation  Chrift. 

^thly^  He  is  fet  up  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteou&eis 
to  every  finner  that  helieves  in  him.  He  has,  by  his  obedience 
unto  death,  and  the  perfed  holincfs  of  his  nature,  brought  in 
an  everlafting  rigliteoufnefs,  for  the  juflification  of  the  ungod- 
ly finner  that  believes  in  him :  This  is  his  name,  whereby  be 
is  called,  The  Lot d  our  Righteoufnefs,  Jen  xxiii.  6.:  and 
**  what  the  law.  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the 
flefli,  God,  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  finfulflelb, 
fbrlin  condemned  (in  in  the  iiefh,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us."  This  is  that  white  raiment 
Chrid  counfels  us  to  buy  of  him,  that  the  fliame  of  our  naked- 
nefs  may  not  appear.  And  fee  how  he  fets  up,  or  fets  out, 
this  righteoufnefs,  even  to  the  (lout-hearred,  and  far  frcrtn 
righteoufnefs.  If.  xlvi.  at  the  clofe,  "  I  bring  near  my  righ- 
teoufnefs ;  it  fhall  not  be  far  ofl>  and  my  falvatlon  ihall  not 
tarry,"  &c.  And  the  language  of  the  foul,  when  it  puts  on 
that  robe,  is  that  which  3rou  find.  If.  xlv.  at  the  clofe,  "  Sure- 
ly, fhall  one  fay,  in  the  Lord  ha\-e  I  righteoufnefs  and  flrcngth: 
In  the  Lord  (hall  all  the  feed  of  Jfratl  be  juRified,  and  (ball 
glory." 

iQtlly^  He  is  fet  up  as  a  florehoufe,  out  of  which  the 
bankrupted  and  beggared  finners  of  Adam's  family  may  be 
fupplied  with  every  thing  they  need  :  **  For  it  hath  pleafed 
the  Father,  that  in  him  fhould  all  fulncfs  dwell ;  and  thar, 
or.t  of  liis  fulncfs,  all  we  may  receive  grace  for  grace."  We, 
who  are  his  miniilers  and  ambalTadors,  are  authorifed  to  call 
open  the  gates  of  this  florehoufe,  and  give  full  liberty  unto 
all  wretclicd,  miferable,  blind,  poor,  and  naked  finners,  to 
come  and  take  what  they  uant,  without  money  and  witlwul 
price,  ir.lv    i.  Hev.xxii.  17. 

' iithly^  To  (liut  up  this  head  atprcfent,  he  is  fet  up  as  the 
falvation  of  God  to  all  loft  (inuers.  Chrift,  in  fcripturc,  is 
frequently  called  "  The  Salvation  of  Gcd."  Jacob,  Gen.  xlis. 
19.  whtn  he  is  blefling  his  children,  makes  a  paufe,  taflini^ 
his  eyes  upon  tlie  Shiluh  that  vas  to  fpring  out  ot  the  iribeof 
Judi;h,  and  cries,  •*  I  have  v;aited  for  ll)v  fsdvallon,  OLord." 
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Ola  Simeon  gets  Chriil,  when  a  babe^  in  his  arms,  Luke  ii.  29. 
*'  Lord,  now  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  according 
to  thy  word;  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation."  Iti 
him,  he  who  is  our  God,  is  the  God  of  falvation.  He  has 
wrought,  and  flill  works,  manifold 'falvation  in  the  midfc  of 
the. earth;  falvation  from  fin,  Matth.i.22. ;  falvation  from 
the  curfe  of  the  broken  law.  Gal.  iii.  13. ;  falvation  from  Sa* 
tan,  for  he  through  death  deilroyed  him,  Heb.  ii.  14  ;  falva« 
tion  from  the  (ling  of  death,  i  Cor.  xv.  55. ;  falvation  from 
hell,  and  the  wrath  that  ii  to  come,  2  Theff.  i.  10.  So  that, 
whenever  a  linner  looks  Anto  him  by  the  eyo^of  fiiith,  he  may 
fing  that  fong.  If.  xii.  i.  2.  **  I  will  praife  thee;  for  though 
thou  waft  angry  with  me,  yet  thine  anger  is  turned  away, 
and  thou  comfortedil  me.  Behold  God  is  my  falvation :  i 
will  truft,  and  not  be  afraid  i  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my 
firength  and  my  fong,  he  alio  is  become  my  falvation." 

Tlius^ypu  fee  fome  of  thefe  ends  and  ufes  for  which  Chrift 
vt^fet  up  from  everlafting^  • 

Many  more  particulars  might  be  infifted  on,  if  tiqie  and 
firength  would  allow.     I  only  name  fome  of  them. 

X.  He  was  fet  up  as  our  Redeemer,  to  pay  the  ranfom  juf« 
tice  demanded,  that  we  might  not  go  down  to  the  pit. 

2.  As  a  Surety,  to  pay  the  debts  of  bankrupts  ;  therefore 
called,  Heb.  vii.  22.  **  The  Surety  of  a  better  teftament.'*    ' 

3.  As  a  Phyfician,  to  heal  us  of  all  our  difeafes.  With  him 
b  the  balm  in  Gilead,  and  he  is  the  Phyfician  there. 

4.  As  a  Shepherd,  to  gather  his  Father's  flocks  unto  his 
fold  :  If.  xl.  II.  "  He  ihali  feed  his  flock  like  a  Shepherd." 

5.  As  a  wonderful  Counfellor,  to  give  advice  in  all  doubtful 
cafes.  If.  ix.  6.  So  David,  Pfal.  xvi.  7.  •*  I  will  blefs  the 
Lord,  who  hath  given  me  counfel." 

6.  As  an  everlafting  Father,  in  whom  the  fatherlefs  or- 
phans of  Adam's  family  fiiidelh  mercy,  If.  ix.  Hof.  xvi. 

7.  As  the  mighty  God,  that  was  able  to  encounter  princi- 
palities and  powers,  and  to  fpoil  them  on  his  crofs.  If.  ix. 

8.  Ai  the  Prince  of  peace,  the  King  of  Silcm,  •*  I  create 
the  fruit  of  the  lips,  peace,  peace,  to  him  that  is  afar  oflP," 
Sec. 

9.  As  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs,  by  whofe 
declaration  all  conttoverfies  are  to  be  decided  between  God 
and  man,  and  man  and  man.     . 

10-  As  a  Guide  and  Leader,  to  guide  the  blind  by  a  way 
they  know  not,  by  his  word  and  Spirit. 

II.  As  a  Captuin  of  falvation,  or  Commander,  under  whofe 
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banner  we  are  to  fight  our  way  to  heaven,  through  the  armiei 
of  hell  and  earth. 

12.  As  a  Btidegroom,  ivith  whom  we  are  called  to  make 
a  match.  If.  liv.  6.  Hof.  ii.  19.  ao. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  into 
the  grounds  and  reafons  why  Chrift  was  fit  up  from  everlaji- 
ing^  for  the  great  wprk  and  fervice  of  redemption. 

Anfv).  I.  Here  we  mud  have  recourfe  unto  adorable  So. 
vereigoty,  becaufe  it  was  his  will  and  plcafure,  and  fay,  as 
Chrift  faid  in  another  cafe,  Matth.  xi.  26.  '<  Even  fo,  0  Fa- 
ther, for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight."      -' 

Anfvj.  2.  Becaufe  of  the  good-will  he  did  bear  to  man  upoa 
earth.  Hence  this  was  one  of  the  notes  of  the  (bng  of  an- 
gels at  his  birth,  Luke  ii.  14.  <<  Glory  to  God  in  the  higbeft; 
peace,  good-will  to  man. 

Anfv).  3.  Becaufe  of  his  ability  for  the  undertaking :  F&l. 
Ixxxix.  19.  '^  I  have  (fays  the  Lord)  laid  help  upon  one  that 
is  mighty.''  He  is  the  man  of  God's  right  hand,  and  the 
arm  of  Jehovah  was  in  him  and  with  him. 

Anfw.  4.  Becaufe  he  voluntarily  offered  himfelf  unto  the 
work  and  fervice,  as  you  heard  in  the  firft  head  of  the  doc- 
trine,  Pfal.  xl.  8.  he  had  a  heart  to  the  work :  "  Thy  law 
(fays  he)  is  within  my  heart,"  If,  1.  5. 

Anfvi*  5«  Becaufe  of  his  undaunted  courage  to  encounter  all 
difficulties  and  oppofition  in  the  way  ;  hence  called  "  The 
Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.'*'  See  his  courageous  behaviour, 
If.  1.  7_9. 

Anfw,  6.  Becaufe  from  everlafting  God  forefaw  what  a  re- 
venue of  glory  would  accrue  to  the  crown  of  heaven,  through 
his  mediation,  even  a  greater  glory  than  by  all  his  other 
works  of  creation  and  providence.  Hence  the  firfl  note  of  the 
fong  of  angels,  Luke  ii.  14.  is  *'  Glory  to  Godjn  the  high- 
dl,"  q-  d.  All  the  other  works  of  God  praife  him  j  but  now 
wc  fee  the  higheft  revenue  of  glory  to  be  levied  out  of  the 
ftrange  work  of  God,  in  uniting  the  divine  and  human  natures 
in  thai  Cliild  that  is  born  in  tlie  city  of  David.  And  1  con- 
ceive it  was  v/ith  an  eye  tot!'-,  If.  vi.  when  they  are  viewing 
the  pcrfonal  ^loiy  of  ovr  Redeemer,  cry  out,  '^  The  whole 
earth  is  full  of  ins  glory."  As  if  they  had  faid,  *  It  is  no  fur- 
prife  to  us  a*  j^cls  to  fee  jjis  ^lory  (hining  in  the  heavens  ;  but 
to  fee  the  glory  of  the  only  b<^gotten  of  the  Father  made 
ilelli,  ai.d  dwelling  among  men  upon  earth,  a  theatre  of  fin, 
rebellif.a,  and  mifery;  this  is  what  indeed  ftrikes  us  with  afto- 
nilhmcnt  and  admiration.'     1  might  here  let  you  fee  how  all 
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lie  divioe  perfedions  are  glorified  to  the  full  in  the  work  of 
-edemptioD,  for  which  Chrift  was  fet  up  from  everlqftmg. 
3ut  I  bafte  to  the 

V.  And  lafi  thing  propofed,  which  was  the  application  of 
he  doftrine. 

Ufe  firft  (hall  be  of  Information^  in  the  particulars  fol- 
owing. 

Is  it  fo  that  Chrift  was  fet  up  from  all  eternitj,  for  the 
jreat  work  and  fervice  of  man*s  redemption  ? 

X.  then^  See  hence  the  antiquity  and  eternity  of  the  love 
jf  God  towards  left  finners  of  Adam's  family.  His  love  muft 
it  from  everlifting,  becaufe  Chriil  was  fet  up  from  everlafi'* 
mgj  as  a  help  meet  for  us,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19.  *^i  have  laid  help 
Dpon  one  that  is  mighty."  I  have  done  it  in  eternity,  before 
the  world  was.  Hence  the  eternity  of  his  love  is  aiTerted, 
fcr.  zxxi.  3.  "  I  have  loved  tiiee  with  an  everlafting  love." 
Run  back  the  love  of  God,  we  iball  never  find  the  beginning 
rfit. 

a.  See  hence,  not  only  the  etesnity,  but  the  aftivity  of  the 
love  of  God.  It  was  not  an  indolent,  hut  ^n  operative  love  5 
it  was  fuch  a  love  as  fet  his  power,  his  wifdom,  and  other 
perfedions  a-work  ;  and  all  the  perfqns  of  the  glorious  1  rini- 
ty  a.work,  to  accomplifh  his  pur  pofe  of  grace  and  love  towards 
Unners  of  mankind.     So  that  if  the  queflion  be  put. 

What  was  God  doing  f  1  oni  all  eternity  before  he  created  the 
ivorld  ?  Here  you  have  an  anfwer  :  The  Father  and  tlie  Son 
pofiefled  one  anotJier,  "  In  tlie  begining  of  his  way,  before  his 
works  of  old :"  and  Infinite  Wifdom,  infpired  by  infinite  and 
timafing  love,  fet  him  a-work  to  lay  the  plan  of  our  falvation, 
through  his  beloved  Son  :  as  you  fee  here,  /  was  fet  up  from 
voerlafting. 

3.  See  hence  that  Chrift  is  the  great  Secretary  of  heaven, 
ivho  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  mind  of  God,  which  is 
iinfearchable  by  any  other  but  himCelf.  For  you  fee  here,  that 
lie  brings  forth  things  that  were  done  in  eternity,  before  ever 
oaan  or  angels  had  any  being,  /  was  fet  up  from  everlafting^ 
There  is  a  word  to  this  purpofe,  Matth,  xi.  27.  "  All  things 
ire  delivered  unto  me  of  my  Father  :  and  no  man  knoweth  the 
Son,  but  the  Father ;  neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Father, 
iave  the  Son,  and  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him." 
Sirs,  would  you  know  the  fecrets  of  heaven,  the  myfteries 
>f  the  kingdom,  that  were  hid  in  God  from  eternity  ?  Then 
:ometo  Chrift:  hear  ye  him,  and  he  will  tell  you  things,  that 
lonc  in  heaven  or  earth  can  tell  you,  but  himfelf ;  "  No  roan 

hath 
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li»th  ften  God  at  1U17  time  ;  the  oolj  begotten  Soo,  who  is  in 
tbe  bofom  f  f  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him.'' 

4.  See  hence  the  fiabilitj  and  perpetuity  of  the  covenant  of 
grace.  Why,  Chrift  was  Jet  up  from  everlafting^  as  the  new* 
covenant  Head,  llie  .covenant  was  tranfaAed  with  him,  as  le- 
cond  Adam,  from  everlafting,  Pfal.  ixxiix*  3.  And  the  co- 
venant derives  its  (lability  from  the  covenant  Head,  PlaL 
buucix.  28.  *^  M^  covenant  Ihall  ftaod  fail  with  .him :"  and 
this  is  the  very  thing  that  makes  it  a  fnre  covenant  unto  as. 
Hence,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  33.  34.  *'  I  will  vifit  their  tranfgreflioa 
with  the  rod;  nevertbelefs,  my  loving-kindnefs  will  I  not  take 
from  him  :'*  and  therefore,  **  my  covenant  will  I  not  bretk 
^viz.  with  them),  nor  filter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my 
iip6,V  If.  iiv.  9.  10.  *'  For  this-  is  as  the  waters  of  NoBh 
unto  me :  for  as  I  have  fwom  that  the  waters  of  Noah  flbouU 
no  more  go  over  the  earth  ;  fo  have  1  fwom  that  I  would  not 
be  wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee.  For  the  mountains  ihsA 
depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs  (hall  not 
depart  from  thee,  SiLC. 

5.  See  the  great  ground  and  reafon  of  the  (lability  and  per- 
petuity  of  tlie  cimrch.  Why,  it  is  founded  upon  the  everlaft- 
ing  mountains  of  the  divine  decrees  and  perfe&ions,  wliereby 
Chrift  was  Jit  up  from  everlafiing^  as  the  ba(is  and  foundation 
upon  which  (he  (lands.  This  is  the  rock  upon  which  he 
builds  his  church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  (liall  never  prevail 
againft  her.  Storms  and  tempeils  are  raifed  againil  her: 
Tempeds  of  pcrfecution  ;  tempefts  of  error  ;  tempeds  of  divi- 
fions  and  delufions.  But  wha^  do  they  all  come  unto  in  the  if? 
fue  ?  Why,  they  are  jull  like  the  billows  of  the  fea  breaking 
upon  a  rock  daChing  themfelves  into  foam,  while  the  rock 
Hands  immoveable. 

6.  Was  Chrift  fet  up  from  everlafting?     X^cn  fee  Jicnce  t 
good  reafon  why  all  hands  (hould  be  at  work  to  exalt  him, 
and  fet  him  on  high.     Why,  in  fo  doing,  we  join  with  s 
whole  Trinity;  wJiole  plot  was  to  fet  him  up  from  everlafting.  . 
Though  he  be  rejedcd  by  the  generality  of  builders  through 
England,  and  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland  alfo,  there  is  no  mat- 
ter of  that :  God,  who  fet  l.'.n  up  from  everlafting,  has  rosde 
him  the  Head  Stone  of  the  corner ;  atid  therefore,  however 
weak  and  impotent  they  be,  that  are  bearing  teftimony  for 
him  and  his  caufe,  yet   they  (hall  prevail.     Ghrift  and  his 
caui'c  will  ay  be  uppern^oft  at  the  end  of  the  day ;  for  he  that  fet 
him  up  from  everlafting,  will  have  him  fet  up,  and  his  caufe 
maintained  through  all  periods  of  time,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
powers  of  hell  and  earth. 

7.  Ssc 


.See  tew  it  k,  Aat  ftitb  plctSoi  G«i^  infemHrh  itmf, 
■I  il«  « It  iff  impbffibk  to  ftiofe  kM/'  Wkj,  Aiili 
( Qvifty^ftem  God  /et  •f/r^m  imgrtafimg :  If  fM*  in 

I  Ik  peat  plot  of  haivco,  md  tApif  O  pr«ioM  C;iirill ! 
Ciiriftl  Bone  tet  Ua.    PU.  lutii,  tf,  «'  WImha 

II  Imvcn  hot  dice?  tod  tfaere  ft  now  opon  «irth  whom 
Bto  befidet  thee.**    O  Ikjs  £iM«^  h<  f«  ^  ni/  f ^4  ftml 

^G^id.''    He  is  ^fltrGod,  *nd  I  frill  pr«pff«^  tii'ii  •»  fit* 

1;  inj Father^ God,and  I  wf!|>njlffiffn.    lU  l^lnAK^i 

'  tfaoa  die  children  of  tneiu^Si  ff^e  n\^\^^irtK  fto«oi«g  ctio 

of  the  wood.    The  diij|BPa<vion|(  Mri  rfioiiriirui  ^  vnd 

'icr  lovely.    This  ^^/^LffT  ^^^^"-^p  »'»^  ^'»'<  '•  n»y 

_,  Odatighteri  of  mpalefn.^    N'>vf^  f  fay,  futh  |sn* 

\  of  fkith  cannot  hot  he  pleafinf  unr//  C/^^  utUofii  Urn 

mB49erlaJting.    Hence  faith  it  called  the  v^ry  work 'of 

^  John  Ti.  ap.  ^Thts  if  the  work  of  God,  tlmi  ye  believe 

Em  whom  he  hath  lent.'' 

See  the  reafon  why  God  hai  fuch  an  implacable  qu»r« 
I  againft  the  fin  of  unbelief^  as  to  declare,  John  iii.  i8.  ^'  Ho 
||l|Delie?eth  not  is  condemned  already/'  Why,  the  rrafoii 
L  itconnterads  the  work  of  God  from  eternity.  God  fee 
|n  up  from  fvnlafllng :  Bat  unbelief  i'.  for  pu!Iiii((  him  <iown» 
Id  tratnples  his  blood  under  foot ;  crucines  him  afr^fli  (  it 
iTpiies  and  rejcAs  him  whom  God  fet  up  from  everlafilng  : 
irid  is  it  any  wonder*  then,  that  God  is  fo  much,  offended  at 
ie  unbelieTcr  ?  O  Sirs,  tou  that  r<:je£l  Chrift,  and  continue 
I  yow  unbelief*  remember  that  the  arrows  of  God's  ven- 
eance  will  be  made  drunk  with  your  blood  through  eternity* 
n  the  indignities  done  to  him  whom  God  /ft  up  from  ever* 


9.  See  the  reafon  why  the  pleafore  of  the  I#ord  has 
rofperedi  and  (hall  profpcr  in  his  hand,  mau^rc  [in  fpire  of] 
R  tne  oppofition  of  hell  and  earth.  Why,  God  fit  him  up 
V0I  evtrla/iirngf  and  therefore  he  has  upheld,  and  wiH  uphold* 
im.  As  ne  has  finiflied  redemption  in  a  way  of  purchnfe,  fo 
e  (hall  fini(h  it  in  a  way  of  power.  <*  All  his  enemies  (hall  be 
is  foot-ftool,"  Pfal.  Izxxix.  23. 

«*  I  will  beat  down  before  his  face, 

all  his  Q^alicioms  foes  ; 
I  will  them  greatly  plague  who  do 

with  hatred  him  oppofe  *." 

IS  viAorious  arms  (hall  profpcr ;  he  (hall  ride  forth  in  glory 
id  in  majefty ;  and  they  fliali  bow  under  him*  becaufe  God 

hath 
*  Metre  traoflatton  received  by  tlie  Church  of  Scotland* 
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hath^/  bim  upfront  everlafiing.     Who  then  fliall  ever  be  al 
to  (hake  his  throne  and  government,  Pfal.  li.  i— 6.  &c. 

10.  See  what  good  reafon  we  have  to  celebrate  o 
Chriftian  paflbver»  and  to  fet  him  up  facramentallj,  by  pt 
petiiating  his  memory  upon  eaith^  until  his  fecond  comii 
This  facrament  of  the  fupper  is  a  public  owning  and  confe 
log  him»  and  his  dying  love,  and  fj:1orious  achievements  in  t 
work  of  redemption,  before  God,  angels,  and  men.  It 
putting  honour  upon  J\im,  and  avouching  him  as  our  R 
deemer,  our  Medi;itor,  our  Prophet^  Fried,  and  King,  in  tl 
face  of  the  devil  and  his  angels,  who  are  looking  on  us  wi 
vexation :  Tt  galls  the  devil,  and  (iilts  that  enemy  and  a?ei 
ger,  to  fee  Chrift,  who  bruifed  his  head  upon  Mount  Calvar 
exalted  and  fee  up  among  the  children  of  men,  at  a  commi 
nion  table,  Heb.  ii.  14.  *^  Through  death  he  dcftroyed  hii 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  and  fpoiled  principalities  at 
jiowers."  How  torihenting  then  mull  it  be  to  the  devil,  1 
fed  Chrift  at  his  table,  dividing  the  fpolls  among  a  company* 

S'oor  (inners,  who  once  in  a  day  were  his  vaflals  and  boi 
aves  ? 
But  now  let  us  go  on  to  celebrate  aftually  the  memoria 
of  the  death  of  our  glorious  Immanuel,  and  to  divide  t) 
(^oils  of  his  vi£lory  over  fm,  and  Satan;  death  and  hell,  whi( 
h  the  great  work  of  the  day. 


THANKSGIVING  SERMON. 


ABRAHAM  REJOICING  TO  SEE  CHRIST'S  DAY 
AFAR  OFF. 

John  viii.  56. — Tour  father  Jbrabam  rejoiced  to  fee  mydaj 
and  he  faw  it,  and  was  glad, 

THE  Jews,  as  you  will  fee  in  the  preceding  part  of  t 
chapter,    valued    themfelves   exceedingly    upon   tl 
account,  that  they   were  the  natural   feed  and  pofterity 
Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful ;  and  they  were  offend 
at  our  Lord,  for  comparing  himfclf  to  Abraham^  vcr.  52.  ' 

C 


1  riginchg  tdfee  ChriJVs  Lay  afOr  off.      40$ 

r  LorIs  in  the  wor48  th^t  I  have  jcAii,  proves,  that  he  was 

'  dian  Abraham ;  namelyi  becaufe  Abraham  having 

9  prognife  of  the  Meffiah  to  come  of  his  lineag/,  he 

eftif  deSred  to  fee  that  happy  day :  .  And  acrordingly^ 

gfa  he  did  not  fee  the  real  incarnation  of  the  Mcfliah,  yet 

qt  a  6^ht  of  it  by  faith,  to  the  luifpeakable  Joy  and  admi- 

a  <tf  his  foul :    Tourfaibir  Akr^ham  rejoiced  io  fee  my  day  : 

\bi/kw  fl,  ^d  nifas  ffad.     In  which  word^  we  may  notice, 

%  Abraham's  ambition  and  dclire  ;  he  rejoiced  to  fee  my 

Uy^  Abraham's  fight^  by  faith ;  he  faw  the  day  of  the  Mef- 

Abraham's  franiei  which  was  the  fniit  of  his  faith  ; 
^.ffaii 
El^»  I  (ay,  we  have  the  height  of  Abraham's  ambition  and 
\  eapreflcd  in.thefe  words f*  Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  my  day. 
word  agaliqfiato  fignifies,  he  leapt  at  it.      Though  the  s 
rd  OQmmopiy  is.  put  for  rejoicing,  yet  here,  it  mud  rather 
fy  a  \rdnffcirt6fdejirey  than  of  joy  :  Othervtrifc  there  would 
^a  tautology  in  the  latter  claufc  of  the  verfe^  where  it  is  faid 
lili^  He  faw  itf  and  was  glad.     The  npcices  he  had  received 
the  Mefliah  to  come,  had  faifcd  in  him  an  ezpcdlation  of 
ething,  that  was  fo  exceeding  great,  that  he  reached  outt 
pd  ftretched  himfelf  forth  to  fee  it.    He  never  leapt  ft>  much 
bfire  the  promifcd  land,  that  God  was  to  give  to  his  poilerity^ 
b  to  fee  the  day  of  the  Son  ol  man. 

Oi/erve,  That  they  wl\o  difcern  the  dawninga  of  the  Sun 
f  rigbceoufnefs^  cannot  but  with  to  fee  his  rifing.  The  myf- 
rry  of  redeip^tion,  is  that  which  angels  dcfire  to  look  into  ; 
mch^more  Qiould  we,  that  are  more  immediately  concerned 
lit. 

!ldlyf  We  have  Abraham's  fight  of  faith  j  he  faw  it^  i*  e,  he 
iw  the  day  of  the  Mefliah  ;  he  dw  it  by  the  fpirit  of  prophefy, 
ic  faw  it  by  the  eye  of  faith  adling  upon  that  promife,  "  In 
by  feed  (hall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blefTed  :"  And  he 
isd  his  faith  confirmed  by  the  fight,  of  Melchifedec,  one 
*'  made  like  Unto  the  Son  of.  God,  the  Pried  of  the  molt 
igh  God,  and  King  of  peace,  and  of  righteoufnefs :"  He 
IW  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  with  two  other  angels,  in  the 
latns  of  Mamre.  And  in  offering  Ifaac,  and  the  ram  in  the 
Dom  of  Ifaac,  he  faw  a  double  type  of  the  great  facrifice  that 
ras  to  be  offered  up  in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  And  his  callin? 
le  place  Jehovah  Jireh,  **  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  Ihall 
-  fren,"  liays,  that  he  faw  fomcthing  more  in  it,  than  others 
J,  which  time  would  produce. 

^dlvf  We  have  Abraham's  frame  as  the  frui:  of  his  faith ; 
VcL.  III.  3  F  li- 
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K£  ^j^m  friad^  He  v^as  g/ad  of  the  Lord^s  fivour  mnd  kmdoc 
to  himfclfi  and  of  the  m^rcy,  grace-^  and  lovej  which  he  & 
God  had  in  ilore  for  all  the  nations  of  the  ranh,  in  the  pfi 
ntifcd  feed.  But  the  words  will  be  further  cleared't  ^  ^*^ 
notice  of  the  following  obrcrTation*  from  them. 

Obf*  i//.  That  the  lime  of  the  gofpel  is  the  day  of 
ia  SI  way  of  emincitcy  and  excellency. 

a///j?,  That  the  Old  Teftament  faims  brc^hed  and  lofij 
mtich  for  a  fi^lit  of  the  gofpet  day,  and  for  tht  aeVnal  coi 
of  the  great  Mf^dnh.     Abraham  here  kapt,  a^  tht  ward 
nifiesj  through  the  ftrtngth  of  defirc  after  ir, 

^d/y.  That  even  the  panting  defires  of  the  foul  after 
thoiigh  he  be  not  enjoyed  m  a  fenfible  wayj  arc  accoi 
with  a  great  deal  of  Joyi     So  Abraham  rejohtd  t^^  fn  mj 
or  hisdefirea  after  ic  was  that  which  fiJIed  him  with  a 
5oy, 

4/^/j?,  That  the  breathing  or  longing  defires  of  the  fod  i 
ter  Chrift  (hall  not  be  difrtp pointed,  Abritham,  though  k 
did  not  fee  thcMeiliah  aftually  manifefttrd  in  the  flcfb^  yctw 
got  fuch  a  fight  of  him,  and  his  da^y^  aa  yielded  a  great  de^ 
of  fatibfa^lion  and  joy,  ^ 

ph!y^  Tlut  faith  is  the  eye  of  the  fou]^  whereby  it  takes  ui 
ChriQ,  and  the  glorious  bleflin^s  that  come  along  w^ith  hii^ 
as  ht'ld  out  in  the  revelation  of  the  word.  So  here  Abrabrit 
faw  the  day  of  Chrift,  by  faith  a£ling  upon  tlie  promifes  a™ 
typf3  of  him  J  that  were  prefented  before  his  view- 

6tkiy^  That  fiiith  afting  upon  the  promife,  will  fee  Chrifl 
through  many  vails,  and  at  a  prodigious  dillance.  Thus  wc 
are  told,  Heb.  xi.  13.  that  Abraham,  and  others,  faw  the  pro* 
mifcs  of  Chnft  afar  off,  and  they  embraced  them  :  Faith  is  I 
quick-fighlc  d  grace,  it  takes  up  things  at  a  vaft  diftance. 

']iklyy  That  faith's  views  and  uptakings  of  Chrift  fills  th<l 
foul  with  joy  and  gladnefs.  **  Whom  having  not  fcrcn,  ye 
love  ;  in  whom  though  now  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  y« 
rejoice  with  joy  unfpiakable,  and  full  of  glory,"  1  Pet.  i.  JJ. 

1  fhall  ablbacl:  from  all  thefe  doiSlrincs,  and  difcourfe  a 
Jittle  upon  the  words  thcmfclvcs.     And  fpeak  a  little, 

I.  Of  the  day  of  Chrift. 

II.  Of  faith's  views  and  fight  of  this  day. 

III.  Of  the  joy  and  gladnefs  arifing  from  a  fight  of  this  dsy 

IV.  Whence  it  is,  that  a  fight  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  day  e 
Chrift,  brings  fuch  joy  and  gUdntfs. 

•  •  V.  Apply. 

T.  The/f//  thing  is  to  difcouifc  of  the  day  of  Chrift.  Ani 
here  I  will  tell  you,  " 
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•■7^^%  Of  ibme  ooiatIc  dafs  of  tL:;  Sod  of  mn.     id^V,  Gire 
^  fixne  qualities  of  the  dar  of  Chr«i:.     3/3,  Sost'sotubic 
i^ts  that  are  to  be  fecn  In  L:e  diir. 
^y^t  I  woald  tell  yoa  vf  fcxar  sciLbir  dzrs  cf  the  Son  of 

Da 

|«  There  is  the  da?  of  his  rtrr::^!  dcilifia Mon  ic  br  rour 
eraer.  This  15  a  c«j  of  2  n.cYr  n.-cirni  ckit«  t?ian  r^e  ^zj 

wor]d's  cteatson;  for  h*  -siii  vtriir  forc-crdakird  befor- 
l^world  was  mad«.  **  I  ira:  fct  ap  frcrr.  cmijflias,  from  the 

lag,  &c.  Of  thifc  da?  the  pfa"mirtf;>trak?,  P»  J-  ii.  **  Thou 
Xmj  SoUf  this  day  have  I  bt^cttcij  thcc-    I  wj]'  declare  the 

i  the  Lord  hath  fjld  unto  me."  Whi^  h  dectre  w?s  fuHy 
felled  in  LU  refurrfcisoD  frca  :he  iirad,  as  the  apoille 

(hews,  Atls  ii. :  J:  the  prc^her.f  s  promiftr?,  ;*nd  typt 6 

Old  Tcftamenr,  wer^  niir.iri^  e*fc  i>ur  fo  manj  gr^idjsi 
ienin^s  of  what  was  ccnc^ittd  in  Uie  ccuncii  of  peace  from 

f  1.  There  was  the  dav  cf  b:3  adxial  incarnation,  or  nsani- 
Itdon  in  the  flelh.  When  the  eternal  Son  of  God  was  made 
Fa  woman,  criade  under  the  i-^w  :  Tliis  was  the  nrioft  fnrpri- 
bg  daj  thvit  ever  the  world  had  fecn ;  a  more  remarkable 
wr  than  that,  when  the  foundations  of  the  world  were  laid. 
Imis  was  a  daj  in  wiiich  a  boil  cf  angels  are  difpatched  from 
he  throne  of  glory,  to  proclzim  the  glad  rertrs  to  the  ihep- 
krds.  Lake  :i.  **  1  bring  rou  ^ood  tidings  of  great  pjy  which 
Diall  be  to  all  people:  for  usto  jou  is  bom  this  daj,  Li  the  citj 
if  David,  a  Saviour,  wriich  is  Chriil  tlie  Lord." 

3.  Tlie  daj  of  his  fclemn  inauguration  and  in  flat  men  t  into 
^is  inediatorj  cfSce.  This  was  a  day  of  great  folemnicj;  then 
the  heavens  were  opened  u;::o  Lim,  and  a  voice  iffiied  out 
from  heaven,  faring,  •*  This  :s  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
Ircll  plcafed  :"  A-.d  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  defccnded  on  him. 
In  the  likentrfj  of  a  dove  ;  r*ver  fuch  an  ordination  of  a  mini- 
Rer  as  this  of  Chrifl  ;  for  tliat  dAy  he  was  anointed  with  the 
nl  of  gladnefs  above  his  fellows. 

4.  Anot^er  noraWe  ^^j  of  Chrift  was  the  day  of  his  obla- 
tion or  death,  when  by  oae  offering  he  for  ever  perfef^^d  them 
that  arc  l-n£i.dcd.  That  day  the  work  of  our  redemption 
wzs  perfrcted  in  a  way  of  purchaf-.  Hence  it  was,  he  cried 
)ur,  "It  is  fi:  iiLeJ,  and  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the 
rJiofl.*'  This  day,  tlie  litth  iloiie  cur  out  of  the  mouiitaic^ 
vhich  broke  in  pieces  the  kli^gs  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth, 
vns  himfelf  broken  \n  pieces,  by  the  heavy  ha.nmer  of  his  Fc- 
her's  wra:h.  Oli  !  was  i:  i.ct  a  notable  day,  when  the  Fa- 
bcr  drew  Lis  glittering  f/crJ  rg^iinlt  his  only  and  beloved 
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Son,  and  bathed  it  in  his  blood  for  our  fins  ;  wounded  him  fi>r 
our  iniquities,  and  cried,  **  Avrake,  O  fword,  againft  the  man 
that  is  iT.y  fellow."  *  ,   .       ' 

'5.  The  day  of  his  refurreftion  was  a  notable  day;  for  then, 
and  thereby,  was  fulfilled  the  fign  of  the  prophet  Jonas*  which 
was  the  confummatmg  evidence  of  his  Mefliah-ibipy  Rom.  i.  4, 
He  was  "  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  accord* 
ing  to  the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  by  the  refurreftion  from  the 
dead."  Was  it  not  a  remarkable  day,  when  Ghrift  as  our  Sure- 
ty having  defcended  into  the  grave,  he  came  forth  again  as  our 
Surety,  like  Samfon,  carrying  the  gates  and  bars  of  the  prifoa 
along  ifith  him,  crying  to  his  friends,  "  I  am  he  that  lived), 
and  was  dead,  and  behold  I  anr  alive  for  evermore,**  &c» 
•*  And  becaufe  I  live,  ye  fliall  live  alfo,"  His  refurredion  is 
our  difcharge  of  the  deot,  and  we  are  raifed  up  together  widi 
Kim.  Chrift^s  refurredion  was  a  greater  miracle,  t^an  if  all 
the  race  of  Adam  had  been  brought  out  of  the  grave  in  a  mo- 
xnent :  for  he  had  the  heavy  ftone  of  the  curfe  of  God,  and  t&. 
QUt  fias  lying  upon  Um.  And  who  could  roll  away  this  **  ftone 
from  the  door  of  the  fepulchre  ? .  and  yet  it  was  not  poffible 
that  he  (hould  be  hel4  therein.  He  was  taken  from  prifoa  and 
Irom  judgement." 

6,  The  day  of  his  folemn  afcenfion  into  heaven,  and  his  fit- 
ting *;^  down.on  the  right  hand  of  the  majefty  on  high,"  Hcb. 
i.  3.  There  Mra$  but  little  of  the  folemnity  of  that  day  fecn 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  world ;  only  the  difciples,  whcB 
vpon  Mount  Olivet,  in  company  with  hini,  they  flood  gazing 
vp  into  heaven  as  he  paflcd  ou^  of  their  fight.  But  O !  it 
was  a  day  of  great  folemnity  in  the  eyes  of  the  invifible 
"Vvorld  of  fpirits  1  All  the  trumpets  of  heaven  founded,  and 
all  the  fiery  chariots  of  angels  attended  him  in  his  paHagei 
^*  God  is  gone  up  with  a  fliout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of 
9  trumpet.  Sin^  praifes  to  God,  fing  praifes :  fing  praifes 
unto  our  King,  fing  praifes,"  Pfal.  xlvii.  5  6.  and  Ixviii.  !/• 
**  TJe  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thoufand,  even  thoufands 
of  angels;  the  Lord  is  among  thcoi  as  in  Sinai,  in  thebolf 
place." 

7.  The  day  of  Pcntecofl  -^^as  a  remarjv^able  day,  when,  like 
a  mighty  Prince  newly  come  to  the  throne,  he  fcattercd  b'.s 
gifts  among  his  fubjecrs  \  wjien,  like  **  the  rufhing  of  * 
mighty  wind,"  the  Spirit  was  poured  out  from  on  high,  in 
Iiis  miraculous  and  extraordinary  gifts,  endowing  the  apoftles 
and  others  with  the  gift  of  tongues,  in  order  to  the  propa- 
gating and  fprcading  the  gofpel  among  all  nations  of  the 
worldj  and  whenforoc  thoufaXids  of  Gnners  (feveral  of  whom  had 

their 
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^heir  hands  dipt  in  the  blood  of  Chrift)  were  converted  untq 
his  ohedience. 

8.  The  day  of  his  mani reflation  by  the  gofpel,  efpeci- 
ally  among  the  Gentile  nations,  is  a  notable  day  of  the 
Son  of  man.  When  the  partition  wall  between  Jew  and 
Gentile  was  broken  down,  Eph.  iii.  14.;  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  oeconomy  unhinged,  and  the  waters  of  the  fanduary, 
which  were  pent  up  in  the  typical  temple,  began  to  riin 
down  to  the  valley  of  Shittim,  and  water  the  uncultivated 
nations,  that  were  aliens  to  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael ; 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  unto  the  Gentiles  was  fuch  a  no- 
table day  of  the  Son  of  man,  that  it  is  made  a  great  branch 
•*  of  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,"  1  Tim.  iii.  laft.  This  day 
was  fulfilled  the  old  prophecy  of  Jacob,  that  to  "  Shiloh 
fliould  the  gathering  of  the  people  be,"  and  the  prontife  made 
to  Abraham,  "  \\\  thy  feed  fhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
be  blcffed.'*  And  that  of  Ifaiah,  chap.  xi.  10.  "  There  fhall 
be  a  root  of  JeiTe,  which  fhall  fland  for  an  enfign  to  t^e  people, 
to  it  fhall  the  Gentiles  feek.'* 

9.  The  day  of  his  marriage  and  coronation  is  a  remarkable 
day  of  Chrifl,  when  the  poor  finner,  that  was  in  covenant 
with  hell,  lying  among  the  pots,  under  the  fentence  of  death, 
And  the  curfe  of  the  law,  is  taken  and  betrothed  unto  the  Son 
of  God  ;  and  he  fays  to  it,  **  Thy  Mr.ker  is  thine  Hufband, 
{the  Lord  of  hofls  is  his  name.'*)  That  day  there  is  a  new 
crown  of  glory  fet  upon  his  head,  and  a  royal  diadem  put  in 
his  hand,  **  Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold 
King  Solomon  with  the  crown  wherewith  his  notler  crowned 
him  in  the  day  of  hjs  efpoufals,  and  in  the  day  of  the  gl^dnefii 
of  hb  heart."  This  day  makes  little  noife  in  this  world,  but  it 
makes  a  great  noife  in  heaven,  ^'  for  there  is*  joy  in  heaven  at 
the  converfion  of  one  IJnner.'* 

10.  The  day  of  the  renewed  vifits  that  he  makes  to  the 
foul,  in  the  ordinances  of  his  appointment,  word,  tacraments, 
prayer,  or  meditation  }  when  the  foul  is  made  to  fay,  "  I  fat, 
down  under  his  fhadow  with  great  delight.  He  brought  me 
to -the  banqueting  houfe,  and  his  banner  over  me  was  love,'' 
&c. 

11.  Again,  The  day  of  his  appearing  in  the  power  of  his 
Spirit,  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  everlalling  gofpel,  when  he 
goes  forth  with  his  bow,  and  with  his  fword,  conquering  and  to 
conquer  ;  pulling  down  the  flrong  holds  of  Satan  ;  deflroying 
the  works  of  the  devil,  and  rearing  up  his  kingdom^  reviving 
aivl  reforming  his  churches  \  and  finncrs  flocking  in  %o  him, 
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like  doves  to  their  windows,  aiid  like  dew  ftoin  the  woiab 
ihc  moniing, 

t }«  Ag^n,  The  cf ^y  of  the  believicis  death  ij  a  notfiblc  d 
cif  Cbtiit^  for  then  k  i§  that  he  comes  tvuh  iKe  ktj&  of  \k 
;jitid  death  in  bis  h»ud,  to  uilier  the'  poor  foul  into  the  bos 
[.ot  nmde  inIiIi  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens  \  the  houfe  1 
ii>apjri3>;inrion»j  accordiog  to  hts  promile,  ''I  will  conoe  a^ii 
a^nil  rcxeive  you  to  mjrfclf,  th«it  where  1  am,  there  ye  m^y  t 

LtiJUy^  The  Day  of  his  feo^iid  coming  will  be  a  notak 
d^yilor  then  he  will  co^e  witlioiit  fin  to  the  falvation  of  «UtN 
believe  in  him.     Of  this  tltiy  Chriit  f peaks,  wlien  he  £9 
**  Look  up,  and  lift  up  your  heads,  for  your  redempttan  drrt 
'  «th  nigh*"     That  A's.y  he  will  dclcend  from  heaven  widi ! 
Oiouc,  «ith  the  voice  of  ihe  archangel,  and  with  the  tnisipd 
Godi  when  the  earth  will  cad  forth  the  dead,  and  the  fi 
^jU  i^ive  up  tho'de^d  which  are  111  it  \  and  a  fcparation  wi 
be  made  for  ever  between  the  Iheep  and  the  goats  ;  the  wheu 
Bind  tlic  cljaf1\  Ob^  the  awful  folemnity  of  ihiit  day  of  Chri^^l 
when  the  heavens,  being  on  lire,  "  Ihall  be  dillolved,  the  ele- 
ments ihall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth,  and  the  worki 
that  are  therein,  ihall  be  burnt  up."     Thus  I  have  given  jo« 
fome  notable  days  of  Chriit.     I  (hall  not  pofitively  determini 
which  of  thofe  days  Abraham  had  in  his  view,  when  he  fan 
the  day  of  Chrift  :  perhaps  all  of  them  together  :   but  cfpe* 
eially  the  day  of  his  incarnation,  death,  refurre6tIon,  afcenfion, 
and  manifeflaticn  by  the  word  and  fpirit,  for  the  falvation  ol 
fouls. 

aJ/^',  I  ccme  to  give  you  fome  of  the  qualities  of  the  day  ol 
Chriit. 

1.  then.  You  fee  in  tlie  text,  that  it  is  a  day  of  joy  and  glad- 
nefs  ;  Abraha7?i  rejoiced  to  fee  my  day,  and  he  faw  it^  and 
was  glad ;  and  no  wonder,  for  he  is  the  confoiation  of  Ilrael, 
and  j^ives  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning.  Whenever  tho  day  ol 
Chriil  breaks  on  a  poor  foul,  though  formerly  it  had  bcca 
litting  in  the  region  nnd  Oiadow  of  dcalli,  it  lays  afide  its  lack- 
clotli,  and  girds  itfelf  witli  gladnefs;  lb  foon  as  ever  he  appear?, 
*'  the  iiiadows  of  deaJi  are  turned  i:ito  the  mcrniuii."  And  it 
cannot  mifs  to  be  a  d^^y  of  gladnefs  ;  for, 

2.  It  is  a  day  of  liglit  ^  and  truly  light  is  fvveet :  the  dark- 
iicis  of  unbelief,  the  da:  knefs  of  ignorance,  the  darknefs  of  cr- 
s  or,  the  darkr^cfs  of  dcfpondency,  cvaniihes,  when  tlic  day  0 
Chiift  breaks,  juft  as  the  clouds  and  darknefs  of  the  nigh 
*ivanilhes  at  tlie  appearance  of  the  fun.  And  no  wonder,  fo 
he  is  the  **  Light  of  iJie  world  \  the  >Sun  of  rightecufnefs  ;  th 
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[|^t  and  die  morning  Star,  giyeo  for  a  light  to  enlighten  the 
fpitilef,  and  the  glory  of  his  people  IfraeU** 
H.  His  daj  18  a  daj  of  life  from  the  dead.  Death  fpiritnal 
"^^etcnual,  as  well  as  death  temporal,  had  heen  the  herittge 
n  the  race  of  Adam,  if  Chrift  had  not  eome ;  bnt  when  he 
I,  he  brings  life  to  a  loft  world.  When  he  comet  in  m 
I  of  converfion,  the  ibol  is  ^  quickened,  which  was  de^  in 
pafiiss  ud  fins.**  And  afber  the  dark  night  of  defintion, 
en  he  returns  to  paj  a  new  vifit,  bj  the  lefiwChing  inflocacce 
Us  Spirit,  it  18  '<  like  life  from  the  dead:  I  wOl  be  as  Am 
rtD  Ifrael:"  And  what  then  ?  '^  Thejfliall  revive  as  the 
**  When  he  comes  in  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  the  dead 
!  made  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God«**  Whan  he 
at  the  laft  da^,  it  will  be  a  daj  of  reviving  to  the  ho- 
^pf  his  iainCs ;  for  he  will  cry,  ''  Awake  and  An^  j€  Chee 
Ml  in  dnft :  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  the  earth 
Id  caft  out  the  dead." 

%  The  day  of  Chrift  b  a  day  of  vengeance  upon  fie,  Satan, 
d  die  woxid.  Our  glorious  Immanud,  with  a  view  t9  the 
y  of  his  appearing  in  the  fleOi,  and  in  the  power  of  hit  word 
d  Spirit,  for  the  ruin  of  Satan's  kingdom,  cries,  ^  The  dsy 
vengeance  is  in  mine  heart  :**  and  aceordin^y  wf«e?i  hm 
mes^  he  takes  vengeance  00  the  old  ferpcnt,  fpotls  pri^idpt^U 
s  and  powers ;  and  for  this  end  is  he  aaaeifrfted,  and  m/%^ 
iAcd  in  the  godTpd^and  manifefted  Isviagly  to  the  lonJ,  ^  in 
Etroy  the  works  of  the  devil.** 

5.  The  day  of  Chrift  is  aday  of  jnUlce ;  it  it  a  yetf  ^f  re- 
fe.  Numb.  xxv.  10.  Dent.  xv.  1.  wherr'r/  i.*:  ciMtiet  '5»j«ai 
t  prifbtt  gates,  and  cries  to  the  prifvocr*  to  o--**^  ifnthp  mA 
them  that  arc  in  daricneCs,  fisew  y:.tnfelTei,  If.  itbx.  y. 
henever  he  comes,  and  makes  day  break  myj^  a  f^^^r  fv**, 
«gh  formerly  it  was  bound  that  t?  cf^JlA  tjfM.  tr^j^^ ;  y^p 
tenever  he  comes,  I  bj^  the  h>r-ds  ^A  fis*,  ip^^A^^^  ^A 
lielief  drop  off,  the  lame  a^s  11  ttJdt  V-.  Jeaj-  -*•*  '^-  ^^-% 
I  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  &.^ 

;.  It  is  a  day  of  tove,  E»5k.  xVi.  %.  ^  %'=-,«  f  ;*"-*<  vf 
e,  thy  time  was  the  ty;pe  cf  l^e.-*  By  it*  irs^  '^<;^v 
fififk^  and  his  maaifrftarioo  is.  iSr^.  ?5^  *  '  -^  «.<utv.^  *«va 
e  of  God  wx  Sai^kmr  vrmx^  s&dct  iaCv  luw^^-  3rv^ir.'>/< 
1  furprtfng  iray,  -  H-r-^  »  >a»%  -^«  'v^f  ^^  .vv-< 
1,  bntthatbefevedus*' Jv£tt  :t^  i-:^  -jr^^-rr*-  .  -.-* 
r  to  the  fool,  he  cairfa  a  a  =ui^r  r^-^-a-^  -  't  »^  -  -7  '^ 
t  towards  faiflBfEif;  -  Dad  2«  -^;^  '«»•  vv'i   ^  , 

le  he  taOud  widb  w  by  t^  ^^^  «t  ^A*^  1^  v/  <  ► 
lie  fcripcofesr'   Ldkr  rz^^>     t>       ^^    '^    *  "  "    ' 
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urord  to  a  poor  fool,  or  call  it  by  iu  naniey  as  he  did  to  Marf} 
immediatelj.  the  poor  foul  will  fiill  und^r  the  bonds  of  his  lov^ 
and  be  ready  to  cry^  as  ihe  did,  Rabboni,  my  Mailer  \  or  with 
Thomas,  My  Lord,  and  my  (>od. 

7»  The  day  of  Chrift  is  a  day  of  peace,  it  is  prophefied^ 
tfaai^  ^  in  }iis  day,  the  very  mountains  ihould  briog  peace  ts 
the  people/*  Pfal.  Ixxii.  3.     That  '<  men  {hould  beat  their 
fwords  ioto  ploughihares,    and  their  fpears    into  pnmu^ 
hooks/'  If*  ii.  4.     His  name  is  the  t^rince  of  peace :  sn4 
peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  towards  men^  was  proclaimed 
by  the  angiek,  whenever  he  fct  his  foot  in  this  lower  world; 
and  whenever  he  comes  and  yiiits  a  poor  fpul,  he  brings  iu 
peace  with  him,  and  a  ^'  peace  that  paiTeth  all  underilanding.*' 
It  is  peace  like  a  river :  It  is  righteoufiiefs  like  the  waves  of 
thefea.  ''Peace I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  untoyoo: 
of  the  increafe  of  his  government  and  pea9e  tliere  ihall  be  00 
end*" 

8.  It  is  a,  day  of  falvation:  He  is  given  for  falvation  to  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth.  When  he  comes  into  the  world  her 
proclaims,  ''  I  that  fpeak  in  righteoufnefs,  mighty  to  lave.^ 
The  day  of  his  death  Was  the  day  of  purobafed  ^vatiqn.  Tb6 
day  of  the  gofpel  is  the  day  of  proclaimed  falvation.  This  is 
the  day  of  falvation,  this  the  accepted  time  :  *\  To^dzy,  if  jt 
will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts."  The  daj  of 
converfion  is  the  day  of  applied  falvation;  Luke  xix.  9.  **  Xliis 
day  is  falvation  cdnde  to  this  houfe."  And  the  day  of  death, 
and  of  his  fecond  comings  is  the  day  of  completed  and  perfed- 
ed  falvation. 

9.  Tlie  day  of  Chrift  is  an  everlafting  day,  a  durable  dajr, 
in  which  the  fun  fb^l  never  go  down.  Indeed,  in  tiie  day  t)f 
Chrift  the  fun  may  be  eclipfed,  but  it  (hall  never  fet  widi 
refpe6t  to  a  poor  foul,  whom  he  has  vifited  with  diftinguiflung 
love.  No,  the  day  of  grace  is  but  the  beginning  of  the  day 
of  glory.  "  The  Lord  fliall  be  uf.to  thee  an  everlafiing  ligbt^ 
and  thy  God  thy  glory."  So  much  for  the  qualities  of  the 
day  of  Chrift.         . 

3^/y,  I  would  tell  you  of  fome  wonderful  and  furprifiog 
fights  that  are  to  to  be  feen,  and  fome  great  works  that  are 
done  in  the  day  of  Chrift. 

You  have  a  clufter  of  the  great  works  that  are  do^e  in  the 
day  of  Chrift,  Dan.  ix.  from  verfe  24th  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter. 

I.  A  flop  is  put  to  the  mighty  torrent  of  fin,  that  had  &ca 
overflowing  the  face  of  the  world,  like  a  mighty  deluge.  We 
ire  told,  verfe  24th^that  the  Meffiah  fliall  finifli  tranfgreflion. 

llie 
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!hit^woid  in  the  margia  is,  He  fliall  reftntin  tnuifgrefiion, 
pmXVK^f  atheifm,^  infidelity,  and  all  manner  of  wickedn^Is, 
id  oyc;Tflown  Jews  and  Gentiles  ;  as  the  apofUe  (hews^ 
.QUI,  i.  ii.  and  iii.  Now,  by  the  coming  of  Chrifl.  t 
op  was  pttt  unto  this  flood  of  fin :  for^  by  the  preachiog  of 
Ebrift  crncifiedy  the  Jewifh  ^rors  and  fvperflitionSy  s^ld  thf 
lohtries  andabomiaiitions  of  the  Gentile  WQrld^  are  over- 
irownsand  the  kingdom  of  Satan  falls  down  beforf?  him^. 
kiOi^.the  nations  of  the  earth,  Ffal.  cxiv.  3.  7.  **  The  fea, 
ied^  Jordan  was  driven  back ;  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord;  at 
ie  prefence  of  the  God  of  Jacob." 

a.  In  the  d^y  of  the  Mefliah,  traofgreilion  is  ended,  verfe 
14. ;  or,  as  it  reads  in  the  maFgin,  it  is  fealed  up,  hid,  or  cover- 
if  oat  of  the  $ght  of  God.  By  fin  there  is  a  feparation  be- 
VKeen  God  and  i^s«  Wei],  Chrift  pontes  to  make  an  end  of 
t:  To  take  it  gut  of  the  way,  that  fo  thei^  might  be  a  meet«- 
Qg  betwixt  God  and  us  again;  and  he  feals  it  up:  I{e  <:oyer5 
t  wijth  bis  blood,  fo  as,  though  it  be  fought  for,  yet  it  Ihall 
lever  be  found;  and  O^  is  not  this  a  ^re^t  )vork  done  in  the 
lay  of  Chrift 

3.  In  the  day  of  ChriQ,  verfe  ^4.  there  is  reconciliatioii 
Bade  for  iniquity  ;  "  For  God  was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the 
eorld  unto  lumfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpa^s  unto  them,** 
;  Gor.  V.  19.  Rom.  v.  10.  "  When  we  were  enemies,  we 
rere  reeeiiK:iled  to  God  by  the  deafh  of  his  Son/*  No  foon- 
r  had  man  finned,  but  red  war  commenced  between  Qod  and 
2an^  Pfal.  vii.  2.  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked,  and  their 
earts  are  enmity  againft  jGod.  And  the  war  had  lafte4 
[irough  eternity,  if  Chrift  had  not  come  and  "  made  peace  by 
3e  blood  of  his  crofs." 

4.  In  the  day  of  Chrift,  jeverlafting  righteoufncCs  is  brought 
3,  verfe  24.  By  the  fin  of  Adam,  and  the  breach  of  the  mil 
ovenant,  righteoufr.efs  before  God  was  gone  quite  out  of  the 
rorld.  There  was  indeed  fomething,  and  that  very  littl^  of 
moral  righteoufnefs  to  be  found  in  or  among  fome  of  the 
eathens  ;  but,  as  one  fays,  All  their  fhining  virtues  were  but 
ilended  fins.  There  was  nothing  of  a  law-ri^hteoufnefc  to 
e  found  among  all  the  race  of  mankind  ;  nothing  that  could 
afwer  the  law  in  its  fpirituality  :  hence  fay  the  pfalmifl, 
>d  die  apoftle,  "  there  is  none  righteous,  no,  not  one."  But 
3W,  Chrift  brings  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs  into  the 
orld,  by  his  obedience  unto  the  death.  He  "  magnifies  the 
w,  and  makes  its  honourable  ;  and  the  Lord  is  well  pleafed 
•rliis  righteoufnefs  fake,''  Rom.  viii.  3.  4.  j 

5.  In  the  day  of  Chriil  the  vifion  and  the  prophecy  is  fea|-       J 
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\%  brought  down  from  God  out  of  tic^iraOyitcV.  w  t6.  We 
loft  an  earthly  paradjfe  by.  the  fin  of  die  firft  AdanSy  bat  "wt 
regam  a  heavenly  paradffe  br  t'he  rfghteoo&ds  of  the  fecood 
Adam.  Yea  the  new  Jernfalem  is  fent  down  \  all  the  glory  ol 
heaven  and  of  a  happy  eternity  are  wraiptttp'tn  tf  word  of  grace; 
in  a  dbvbnant  of  grace^  and  brought'  down  io  iftt  that  we  bj 
fiuth  may  pollefs  them.  .  , 

4.  A  bridge  is  laid  over  the  infinite  gnlph  of  ziattiral  and 
moral  diftancCy  between  God  and  man,  and  the  gulph  of  dU 
vine  wrathy  that  cnt  off  our  communication  with  heaven  !  Aod 
by  this  bridge^  a  free  pafifage  and  communication  is  opened,' 
between  God  and  man  ;  by  the  bridge  of  the  human  natme 
imited'to  the  divine,  ofiered  in  a  facrifice  to  juftice,  we  may  piEi 
and  nipafs,  or  '*  go  in  and  out,  and  find  paftore.  The  ja* 
fuffered  for  the  urjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  Grod.'*  Be 
is  the  way  to  the  Father,  and  there  is  no  coming  to  the  Fatiier 
but  by  Ghrift.  This  is  the  ladder  that  Jacob  (aw,  pafSng  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth,  and  the  angels  afcending  and  defceod- 
ing  upon  it.  It  is  upon  the  footing  of  tfie  mediation  of  the 
Son  of  God,  that  the  "  angels  are  miniftering  fpirits,  fent 
forth  to  roinifter  for  them  who  are  tlie  heirs  of  falva- 
tion." 

5.  In  the  day  of  the  great  Meffiah,  a  throne  of  grace  is 
reared,  and  proclamations  iiTued  out  to  all  the  ends  of  tbd 
earth,  to  come  unto  it  with  boldnefs,  fof  "mfercy  aftd  grace  to 
help  in  time  of  need,"  Heb.  iv.  16.  If.  It.  i.  •*  Ho,  every  one 
that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  nd 
money,  come,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
without  money  and  without  price."  O  Sirs,  is  it  not  a  hap- 
pinefs  to  live  in  fuch  halcyon  days,  that  whatever  we  need, 
we  have  it  for  tfie  afl-ing  ?  For  now,  fince  the  tribunal  of 
juftice  is  fprinkled  by  the  Ijlood  of  the  Lamb,  and  turned  tea 
mercy- feat,  it  is  nothing  but  afk  and  have,  with  the  Kiog 
that  fits  on  the  throne  :  '*  Afk,  and  it  fliall  be  given  you  ;  fcck> 
and  ye  fliall  find  ;  k;iock,  and  it  fhall  be  opened  unto  you.  Fot 
this  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  towards  him,  that  if  we 
alk  any  thing  according  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us."  So  fbr- 
ward  and  liberal  is  he,  that  he  even  prevents  us  with  his  mer* 
Cy,  before  we  afk  it  of  him:  "  Before  they  call,  I  will  anfwcrj 
£nd  whiles  they  are  yet  fpeaking,  I  will  hear."  And  again, 
•*  Hitherto  have  ye  nfked  nothing  ;  afk,  and  ye  fhall  receive) 
thkt  your  joy  may  be  full." 

6.  In  the  days  of  the  Meffiah  the  true  manna  is  rained  up* 
6fi  tlie  children  of  Ifrael,  in  the  wildernefs  of  this  world.  It 
"was  a  real  and  continued  miracle  that  God  wrought  for  Ifrael, 

in 
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in  the  wMtinebf  wbeiiy  ioftead  of  feeding  th^id  Wkh  the  pro- 
iuSt  of  the  earthy  he  made  the  heavens  to  rain  down  bread 
among  thef]^  about  their  tent  doors,  till  they  came  to  the  pro- 
inifed  land*  :Bot»  O  Sirs,  this  was  bnt  a  faint  ihadow  of  t^ 
ininiciiloiis  waj  diat  God  takes  of  feeding  our  fouls,  wh9e 
travelling  tibaov^  the  wildemefs  of  this  world,  unto  the  pro* 
inifed  reft  that  is  above:  *'  My  Father  (fays  Chrift)  giveth 
jiMi  the  true  bread  from  heaven/'  And  what  is  that  true 
bread?  It  is  At  fleOi  and  blood  of  his  eternal  Son :  '<  This 
ii  meat  indeed,  and  drink  indeed :  and  except  we  eat  the  flefh, 
ind  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  man,  we  hate  no  life  in  us**' 
This  true  manna  is  rained  down  upon  us,  in  the  difpenfatioa 
•f  the  everteftiog  gofpel.  The  preaching  of  an  incarnate  and 
cmcified  Rtfdeeaoer^  brings  Chrifl  and  his  Calvation  as  near  to 
as  as  ever  the  manna  was  brought  to  Ifrael,  when  it  fell  about 
their  tent  doors  >  yea,  we  have  it  in  our  hands ;  we  have  it  in 
fmr  mouths :  we  have  it  in  our  hearts ;  in  the  word  of  faith 
which  we  preach« 

.  7«  In  this  day  the  myftical  brafcn  Serpent  is  lifted  up 
upon  the  pole  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  that  poor  fioners,  who 
are  dying  of  the  fling  and  poifon  o£  the  old  ferpent,  may  be 
healed  by  looking  unto  it.  John  iii.  14.  15.  ^' As  Mofes  lifted 
up  the  ferpent  in  the  wildemefs,  even  fo  mud  the  Son  of  man 
be  lifted  up  ;  that  whofoever  bdieveth  in  him,  ibould  not  pe- 
nfh,  but  hare  eternal  life." 

8.  In  the  day  of  the  Meffiah,  the  wells  of  falvation  are 
opened.  **  Waters  break  up  in  the  wildemefs,  and  ft  reams  in 
the  defart.**  It  was  prophefied.  If.  xii.  3.  (of  the  day  of  Ghrift) 
•*  With  joy  fhall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  fsllvation:'* 
And  I  would  fain  hop6,  that,  even  in  this  place,  and  upon  this 
occafion,  that  promife  has  been  fulfilled  to  not  a  few.  The 
Rock  has  followed  then),  and  been  like  rivers  of  waters  in  a 
dry  place  to  their  fouls  ;  pafling  through  the  valley  of  Baca, 
they  found  it  a  well,  the  ram-  alfo  came  down  and  filled  the 
pools  of  ordinances  ;  according  to  that  promife,  Pfal.  Ixxii.  6. 
^  He  (hall  come  down  like  rain  upoo  the  mown  grafs,  as  ihowers 
that  water  the  earth/' 

9.  In  his  day,  beggars  are  taken  from  the  dunghill  and 
fet  among  princes «  This  is  what  is  foretold  by  the  prophet 
David,  upon  the  humiliation  of  the  moll  high  God,  Pfal.  cxiii. 
7.  8.  "  He  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  duft,  and  llfteth  the 
needy  out  of  the  dunghill,  that  he  may  fet  him  with  princes,  even 
with  the  princes  of  his  people.'*  O  what  a  furprifing  fcene  is 
h,  when  Chrift  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  comes, 
in  a  day  of  power^  and  takes  the  poor  foul,  lying  in  the  dung- 
hill 
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during  the  Old  relliiment  difpenfation  ;  bat  Oh  I  nov 
day  of  the  Mcfliah,  Ihe  keeps  hoiife  ;  or,  as  it  is  in 
brew,  *  (lie  dwells  in  a  houlc  ;'  ihe  is  brought  in  ui 
roof  of  the  houfe  of  mercy,  which  fliall  be  built  up  f 
And  Ok  is  mtde  a  joyful  mother  of  children  t  iimoc 
call  given  to  the  church  of  God  among  the  G^ntilM)  Ui 
Kew  Teftaroeiit,  If.  liv.  i.  <*  Sing,  O  barren,  thoo  tl 
not  bear,  break  forth  into  iinging,  and  cry  aloud,  tt 
didft  not  travail  with  child  ;  for  more  are  the  chiMrei 
defolatr,  than  the  childreb  of  the  married  wife,  fi 
Lord  :"  The  converts  unto  the  Chriflian  faith  under  t 
Teilament,  among  the  Gentile  nations,  ate  far  more  nv 
than  the  converts  that  were  made  to  him  among  th 
Xmdet  thcOM  Tcftamcnt.  Rev.  vii.  4—9.  There  is  the 
tion  made  only  of  twelve  thoufand  out  of  every  tribe ;  but 
the  reft  of  the  nations  and  languages  of  the  world,  the 
innumerable  company  which  no  man  can  number, 
with  the  white  robes  of  the  imputed  and  implanted  rig 
ncft  of  Chrift,  crying,  **  Salvation  to  our  God  that 
on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever." 
1 1.  In  the  day  of  the  MefTuh,  not  only  is  the  heat 
old  ferpent  bruiled,  but  death,  the  king  of  terrors,  is  va 
ed}  and  his  de(b*oying  or  Hinging  power  is  removed 
death  of  Chrift  was  the  death  of  death  ;  his  burial  am 
Tc£lion  was  the  de(lru£lion  of  the  grave,  Hof.  xiii. 
will  ranfom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave."     O 

rtniK  R^rlp<»rr.«»r  havinir   fnniUr^   r1i>oth  atiri    tK*»  <vrntr^ 


1^/7,  Thiit  it  cuuld  fK>t  be  :%  Crolib!^  corporrjl  fij^bc  of  the 

m  of  Chrill  thM  AbriKam  had,  like  thit  of  Stme0a,  when 

*'  took  KiiA  up  m  bm  ^mii  tnd  bkfic^  Gcni,  tiyiitg^  Lord^ 

Icttcfl  jliou  thf  ferrim  drpirt  iu  pciee,  a,-^  cor  ding  to  thy 

^t  for  IDH1C  eyet  hiire  fcen  Lbj  Ulimiacu**    For  to  Abf  j« 

iV  tinve  Cnntl  wav  not  jCf  coaae  tn  the  fleCh,  0oric«l ;  Hm 

€  not  for  tiunj  bwidredi  of  yc^ft  alM  Ateab^'t  dzfu 

d  therefore* 

t^/f,  Ii  f»iift  ttc«da  be  »  fi|(itt  of  liis  di^  (f  fafih,  which 
ibc  cTiHffnrc  of  thiui^  tsoc  fcet^,  and  ilie  fobllitice  of 
%  hoficd  for  "  Faith  it  firqamtlf  ex^tScd  in  fctiptare 
iter  the  aotloflt  of  feciog,  or  bclkiriiig  in  Chriftf  John  wu  40« 
le  chat  foeth  the  Soo,  ^uid  belietcth  on  Um^  hath  eimLift* 
life,"  If.  %h,  22,  •*  Look  unto  oic,  and  be  ye  fared,  all 
ends  of  tlie  earth  ^^  tfvl  in  nunf  other  plicea*  What  the 
of  the  body  it  nato  the  vifihle  frAiiac  of  Daiurr,  that  ia 
h  unto  the  onr  world  of  a  ^o(^t\  t^^thnon  i  for  at  it  k  by 
natural  eye  that  we  heboid  the  heavrni  and  the  earthy  fua^ 
oOf  and  ft^rt^  24id  all  other  maierbi  objects,  atid  the  gloif 
Gtkl  in  them  i  fo  a  hhj  faitb  that  we  take  up  the  new 
vens  and  the  new  eanb,  of  which  Chrift  tt  the  gloriont 
]  of  ri^hteoofncli ;  boice  it  that  of  the  apofliCf  t  Cor. 
1 8.  '*  AU  we  behoidiDg  a^  ifi  a  gU£i  the  giorj  of  the  X4ord| 
le  chmged  inio  the  fame  image.** 
LNcw  Ahfdham'a  £^ht  of  Chrifl,  and  of  the  day  of  Chrjfl^  I 
iiiecive  it  carries  thcfc  things  following  in  if. 
1 1.  It  ptaifily  iuppoicif  th^i  Abraham  had  a  rci^elatioo  of 
prifta  and  of  what  was  to  be  done  in  bia  d^y,  refcaled  to 
5m  In  the  vr--'/-.  €--  T^ii,  i8.  "In  thr  feed  fhalJ  all  the 
laiioes  of  the  earth  be  blciied  ^'  He  had  it  rerealed  to  him  in 
lia  type  Melcbiiiedec ;  and  in  that  remarkable  trial  of  bis 
nth,  in  ofering  up  his  fon  I(aac  Sirs»  without  a  rer^lation  • 
if  Chrtft»  faith  coold  never  take  him  up.  The  revektioa  of 
Sffift  is  to  the  eye  of  faith  jull  what  the  light  of  the  fan  ia 
io  die  eye  of  the  body » take  away  the  light,  a  man  cannot  fee 
toy  thing  that  is  about  him  ;  fo  take  away  the  revelation  of 
icwor^  we  can  never  fee  Chrift,  or  the  things  of  Chrift. 
ifeiice  the  word  is  called  '*  a  light  fliining  in  a  dark  place**— - 
■aril  the  day  dawn.  So  then,  Abraham,  feeing  the  day  of 
Chrift,  fuppofes  he  had  a  revelation  of  Chrift.  But,  O  Sirs, 
there  ia  a  vaft  difference  between  the  revelation  that  Abraham 
bad  of  Chrift,  and  that  whidi  wc  now  enjoy  under  the  New 
feftamcnt !  There  is  as  great  an  odds  as  there  is  between 
veak  of  day  and  the  fun  (bining  in  his  meridian  height  and 
ighr.  But  what  a  (hame  is  it  to  us,  that  there  ftiould  be  fuch 
difference  between  his  faith  and  our  faith  ?  Though  the  dif- 

corcry 
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ctyittj  he  had  of  Chrift  was  fo  faint  in  rcfpeft  of  oun,  ycf 
wc  ^re  tcid,  **  That  he  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  GoA 
through  uu  be  lief  /'  whercras  wc  are  daggering  aJmoft  at  cxtm 
ftcp, 

3,  Abraham's   feeing  of  the  day  of  Chrift  implies  an  aSt 
the  underitamiing,  or  a  knowledge  and  uptaking  of  Chri 
fuited  unto  the  revelation  of  himt     His  feeing  of  the  day* 
Clirift,  r^y?,  thjt  the  lighfof  the  revelation  had  not  lli< 
%viihout  him,  but  it  had  entered  into  his  heart  i  accoiding  1 
thrtf,  %  Cor*  iv.  6.  **  GoJ,  tvho  commanded  the  light  to  f 
out  of  dirknefs,  hath  fl^ined  in  our  he^rt^/'    God,  by  hi^S 
fit,  takes  the  things  of  Chritl,  and  he  ftiews  them  unto  i 
•'  Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfterics  of  the  king 
of  lieavcn**' 

3.  Ahrahani*s  feeing  of  the  day  of  Qirlft,  it  has  in  it  an  \ 
©f  delegation,  Htfaw  ffjy  day^  and  fvas  glsd^  He  wa^  det| 
cd  at  the  fight  of  the  diy  of  Chriit,  Zcch  ir,  9,  "  Rcja 
greatly,  O  daujrhter  of  Zion,  flioutj  O  daughter  of  Jerufaltfl 
behold  thy  King  <;ofncth  unto  thee,  meek,  and  having  falvi 
tion  I**  Scc»  Oh,  with  what  triumphant  delight  ddlh  tW 
fpoufe  exprefs  her  fight  of  him  !  CanL  ii,  S-  "  It  is  the  voiorf 
of  my  beloved:  hehnld  he  comcth  kipping  upon  the  moufti 
tains,  Ikipping  upon  the  hilb,''  ' 

4.  Ati  ^£t  of  application  and  improvement.  To  be  fuTC^ 
when  Abr;ihanj  gor  that  |Komife  of  tiie  Mt  (Tiah,  to  come  of 
his  loins,  "  In  thy  feed  (iiall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
bleficd/'  he  would  be  ready  to  fay  as  Jeremiah  did,  chap. 
XV.  16.  ''  Thy  words  were  found,  and  I  did  eat  them  ;  and  thf 
word  was  unto  me  the  joy  and  the  rejoicing  of  mine  heart."  He 
Mould  no  doubt  bring  it  home  with  pnrcicular  application  to 
his  own  foul,  faying,  Surely  in  this  bleflcd  feed  have  1  riglue- 
oufnefs  and  flrength,  in  him  will  1  be  judificd,  and  in  him 
alone  will  I  glory.  **  This  is  my  beloved;  and  this  is  mv 
friend." 

5.  I  think  it  may  have  in  it  alfo,  an  a£l  of  vi'onder  and  sd- 
miration  :  He  fav/  the  day  of"  Chrift,  and  was  furprifed  with 
the  fight,  faying  with  the  apoRie,  **  Without  controvcrfyi 
great  is  the  myltery  of  p,odhnels,  God  was  manifelt  in  the 
flclh."  Thus  you  fee  wiv.it  is  implied  in  that  fight  that  Abra- 
Jiam  had  of  the  d;iy  of  Chrift  -,  but  cfpecially  1  tliink  it  points 
Jit  the  two  principal  adts  of  faith,  viz.  knowledge  and  applica- 
lion. 

J^c/t.  What  are  the  grounds  of  the  metaphor  ?  or  why  is 
faith  reprtfented  in  fcripture  under  the  notion  of  the  bodily 
Tight  ?  — I  Iball  cn.lcavour  to  clear  this  in  the  few  following 
particulars. 

I    The 
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|ft.  The  cy<-,  yoo  know,  is  a  palTivc  recipient  kind  of  %»  or^ 
in:  My  mcming  is  this,  the  eye  doe*  not  fend  out  a  light 
am  ittfclf,  nor  duth  it  give  and  i  ominutiicate  itiy  ihlng  unid 
f  flbjeft  that  it  beh.Ods  :  What  do  you  give  of  ;id<J  ro  the 
1^  moon.  Of  llaiit,  wIkh  you  behold  them  ?  Your  eyes  only 
eivc  the  print  or  image  of  them  into  your  znind^  without 
lEn^  arty  thing  onto  them, 

luft  io  is  it  with  fiith,  it  docs  not  give  or  communicate  any 
Bg  unto  God»  or  Chriil,  or  to  what  \t  beholds  \\\  the  world 
Ir^ice,  but  it  juli  takes  them  up^  or  takes  tbcm  in>  as  they 
fprcfenccd  to  the  foul'^  view  m  the  light  of  the  revelation. 

at  did  the  Ifraelites  gjv^  unto  the  braf^^n  fcrpent,  when 
looked  unto  it,  and  Were  healed  ?     As  little  do  we  give 

Id  unto  ChriA,  when  we  look  unto  him  and  are  favcd. 
The  eye  of  the  body  is  a  very  aiTuring  fen  ft*     What  arc 
!  more  furc  of,  than  of  wh^t  wc  fee  with  our  eyes  ?  If  a  man 

the  light  of  the  fun,  all  the  world  will  not  perfu^dc  hinij^ 
e  that  it  is  d^y,  or  that  the  fun  is  tip. 

So  faith  is  a  grace  that  carries  a  ^reat  deal  of  certainty  in 
;  very  nature  and  bofom  of  ic,  Heb,  li,  i,  **  Now  faith  t» 
:  fubdatice  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  ihinj;* 
:  fecn,"  And  vcr.  13.  h  is  faid  o\  the  worthies,  that  thty 
f  '*  the  promifes  afar  oS^  and  were  perfuaded  of  theaii  and 
braced  them^'' 

}.The  ieye  is  a  direAing  Organ.  The  man  that  has  the 
bt  of  the  day,  and  his  eyes  open,  he  will  know  his  way^ 
1 18  not  fo  ready  to  ftumble  and  fall  intd  ditches  and  pre« 
ices  as  a  blind  man,  or  one  that  walk^  in  darknefs. 
}6  faith  is  a  directing  grace,  ^heri  by  faith  we  **  look  unto 
us,  then  we  run  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us.''  We  are 
i  •«  to  walk  by  faith  and  not  by  fight." 
\.  The  eye^  thotigh  it  be  little,  is  a  veirjr  capacious  organ;' 
e  mari  that  has  the  light  of  day,  and  his  eyes  open,  will  fee 
ry  thing  viiible  ;  it  takes  Up  the  whole  vifible  frame  of  na* 

f  •  -  . 

io  faith  is  a  mo(i  capacious  gtacc^,  extending  itfelf  to  every 
tig  that  lies  within  the  vail  circuit  of  the  revelation.  I  own 
eed  there  may  be  a  true  faith  which  takes  up  but  little  of 
light  of  revelation  at  firlt.  Like  the  eye  of  an  infant,  it 
lly  takes  in  the  light,  and  perceives  external  ObjeSs,  buc 
h  a  great  deal  of  wenkncfs  and  confufioh,  itntil  it  come 
dually  to  mote  ftrength  ;  and  then  it  widens  and  extends 
If  further  and  further.  Jull  fo  is  it  with  the  eye  oi  faith  : 
firA  the  light  of  knowledge,  it  is  but  dim ;  the  man,  like 
ifti^rK,  doca  not  fee  far  ;  but  **  the  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the 
ling  liftht,  that  fliincth  mure  and  more  unto  the  pcrfj  ^ 
'qL.  111.  3  H 
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day,"  Prov.  iv-  1 8,  Aa  the  light  and  ftiength  of  faith  gro' 
it  widens  kfelf  to  take  in  more  of  God ;  more  of  Chnil  %  m 
of  thiDgs  that  are  above,  w/here  Chrift  '\%^  It  wades  dct 
and  deeper  into  the  myfteries  of  the  kinijdom,  until  it  CO 
to  be  at  b£l  fwallovved  up  in  immediate  vtHon,. 

;.  The  eye  Is  an  Impreffing  organ  i  what  we  fee  with* 
eyes  learcs  zt\  impreflion  upon  our  minds*  M  a  man  h 
upon  the  fun  for  %  litite^  he  will  find  the  impreflion  of  1 
fun  ia  hb  eye,  even  though  he  ihut  itj  or  though  he  turo 
cjfC  away  from  if. 

Even  To  faith  leaves  an  imprefliOn  of  the  glory  of  iKc  S 
of  righteoufnef^i  2  Cor*  iii.  i3*  •*  All  we,  beholding  as  iJ 
glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lordj  are  changed  into  the  bi 
image/' 

6.  The  eye  Is  a  very  quick  fort  of  an  organ,  taking 
thing!  at  a  gre^t  djftancc  :  it  will  run  from  chc  one  end  ol 
hcavc^ns  to  the  other ^  in  a  very  trice  *,  it  will  mount  up  to 
hci^T  ns  among  the  ftars,  and  in  a  moment  will  view 
whole  circuit  of  the  heavens. 

So  faith  \'6  fuch  a  quick-fighted  ^race,  it  takes  tip  thing! 
a  great  diflance,  as  the  faiih  of  Abraham  did  here,  when 
faw  the  day  of  Chrift  afar  of}'.  It  will  in  a  moment,  a; 
were,  look  back  to  an  eternity  pad,  and  view  the  tvcrbft 
fprings  of  ele(fling  and  redecirjng  love,  before  ever 
foundations  of  tbe  world  were  laid  ;  and  then,  at  the  fa 
breath,  turn  irfcif  towards  an  eternity  to  come,  and  tak 
view  of  the  hidden  glories  of  an  invifibie  world  that  are  ^\i 
the  vail. 

7.  The  eye  is  a  curious  piece  of  work.  Naturallfts  tell 
it  is  the  moll  curious  pirt  of  the  whole  body  of  man  :  1  h 
is  much  of  the  glory,  wifdom,  and  power  of  the  great  Great 
to  be  feen  in  the  formation  of  the  eye  of  the  bodv. 

So  faith  is  a  grace  ih.it  is  curioufly  wrought  in  the  fo 
Tliere  is  m.cre  of  the  }>ower  and  wifdcm  of  God  difcovered 
the  formation  of  the  grace  of  faith,  k\\\\\\  in  any  other  part 
the  nev/  creature.  Hence  it  is  he  t  'kes  one  of  his  bUi 
namca  from  it,  and  ilyles  himlelf  **  1  he  Auil^.or  and  the 
niflicr  of  faiih.'*  And  as  *'  he  fulfils  in  us  all  the  good  pi 
fure  of  liis  goodnefs,'*  fo  in  a  particular  nianner  the  **  work 
faith  with  povicr,"  2  Tl^efi'.  i.  i  i .  Yevi  tliat  fame  *'  exec 
ing  great  aiul  nnghty  power  of  God,''  vvh:ch  was  put  fo 
in  the  rc-furrecftioii  of  ChrlH  frcir.  tlie  d.ad,  is  faid  to 
exerted   in  them  that  believe,  Eph.  i.  k;. 

8.  The  eye  of  t}:e  body  is  a  very  tender  thing;  it  is  f 
hurt  and  prejudiced.     A  very  little  waif  of  any  thmg  v^iil 

*  A  moment,  or  the  r.iorltft  tiniC  wheicln  cr4e  czr.  fay>  ar.e, 
ihret. 
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t  hiirty  aod  if  ic  be  hurt  it  will  foon^wecp.    And  this  is  the 

Sjr  hmr  it  come$  to  health  \  it  weeps  out  any  dull  or  mote 
Igetainto  it.  ^ 
'  Juft  fo  is  it  here,  faith  is  a  very  tender  kind  of  a  gr^ce,  it 
invcs  beft  in  a  pure  confcience.  Hence  the  apoftle  fpeaks 
^  keeping  the  niyftery  of  the  faith  in  a  pure  confcience^** 
ie  hvely  ablings  of  faith  are  marred  by  the  duit  of  fin,  or 
\  vanities  of  the  world  getting  into  the  mind  where  it  is 
pled.  And  whererer  true  faich  is,  if  it  be  hurt  by  fin,  ic 
Bts  itfelf  in  ft  way  of  godly  forrow  and  repenunce,  Zech. 
f  10.  ^*  They  fliaU  look  on  him  whom  they  have  pierced, 
4  mourn :"  And  as  long  astherc  is  any  thing  of  the  duft  of 
deleaves  to  the  foul,  faith  will  ay  be  venting  icfcrif  in  a  way 
repentance^  and  mourning,  faying,  *'  Wretched  man  that  I 
Hf  who  will  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  V*  I'hus  1 
ve  given  you  fome  account  of  Abraham's  faith,  whereby  he 
wtbfcdayof  Chrift. 

^IIL  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  fpeak  a  little  of 

tts  joy,  which  was  the  fruit  of  his  faith.     He  Jaw  his  day^  and 

m^^gldd*    For  clearing  of  this  I  offer  the  few  following  pro- 

iofiiions. 

^  I.  There  are  feveral  forts  of  joy  men  are  incident  unto. 

^  1/2,  A  natural  joy  common  to  all,  with  the  rei^  of  th';  afFec- 

flons,  and  is  in  itfelf  neither  good  nor  bad,  and  is  commonly 

tufed  by  the  a£iual  enjoyment  of  fomething  loved  or  defired. 

2///y,  There  is  a  feniuai  joy  ;  when  the  heart  is,  as  it  were, 
Ebaked  and  drenched  with  the  delights  and  plcafurcs  of  a  pre«- 
lent  life.  Such  a  joy  was  that  of  the  rich  man,  I^uke  xii. 
16—20.  who  cried,  '*  Soul  take  thine  eafe*  cat,  drink,  and  be 
Uierry,  for  thou  hafl  goods  laid  up  for  many  years."  See 
Jam-vSV.  5. 

idljf  There  is  yet  a  more  criminal,  or  rather  I  may  call  it  a 
dcvililh  joy  :  When  men  are  i'o  far  abandoned  of  God,  as  to 
lake  plcafure  in  fm,  that  abominable  thing  which  God  hates ; 
Ske  thofe  who  are  faid  to  ^*  drink  iniquity  as  the  ox  that 
drinketh  up  the  waterr  To  draw  iniquity  with  cords."  Rom. 
i  32.  there  we  are  told  of  I'ome  who  not  only  commit  iinS| 
but  '*  have  pltafure  in  them  ciiat  do  them." 

4fbljt  There  is  a  fpirituil  joy  and  giadnefs ;  fo  called,  becaufe 
the  Spirit  of  God  is  the  author  of  it,  and  fpiricual  things  the 
object  thereof.  *•  Lig^  t  is  lowu  for  the  righteous,  and  glad- 
oefs  for  all  that  are  upright  in  heart."  And  it  is  of  this  iait 
dnd  of  joy  that  1  now  fpcak. 

Prop.  2-  This  fpiritual  joy  is  a  thing  proper  and  peculiar 
raly  to  believers  in  Chrift :  It  will  not,  it  cannot  grow  in  any 

other 
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other  foily  but  a  believing  heart.  The  reft  of  the  world  am 
ilrangers  to  ic,  and  (Irangers  do  not  intemneddle  with  their  jOft 
Indeed  a  believer  may  want  the  extrcife  of  this  holj  joy  \  his 
harp  may  (through  preTailing  troubles,  femptacioa>  unbeHefi 
and  defpondcttcy)  *'  be  turned  into  mourning,  and  his  orgiq 
into  the  roice  of  them  that  weep.^  Hence  David  cries  out, 
f*  Reftore  unto  me  th^  joys  of  tny  falvation*  that  the  boocs 
which  thou  hall  broken  may  rejoice."'  But  though  a  believer 
may  want  the  ezerctfe  of  this  holy  joy,  yet, 

ly?.  He  has  always  ground  of  rejoicing  ;  while* Chrift  lives^ 
while  the  covenant  ftaiidsj^  while  the  love  of  God  lafts,  he  can 
never  want  ground  and  matter  of  rejoicing.     Hence, 

odly^  He  hath  always  Ood*s  call  and  warrant  to  rejoice: 
^^  Rejoice  evermore.  Rtjoice  in  the  Lord  always,  and  again, 
I  fay,  rejoige.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  ye  righteous,  and  ihoot 
fdr  joy,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart." 

idly^  He  hath  always  the  promife  of  joy :  "  Your  hearts 
{hall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you."  The  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord  (haH  return  and  come  to  Zion  with  finging, 
and  everlafting  joy  (hall  be  upon  their  heads :  They  (hall  ob« 
tain  gladnefs  ahd  joy,  and  forrow  and  mourning  (hall  flee 
away.'*  ,  He  has  promifed  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning. 

4/A/y,  They  have  always  the  feed  of  joy  in  the  foul.  The 
feed  of  God  is  the  feed  of  joy ;  yea,  their  very  tears  of  godly 
ibrrow  are  the  feed  of  joy :  **  They  that  fow  in  tears  (hall 
reap  in  joy.  He  that  gocth  forth  and  wcepcth,  bearing  pre- 
cious feed;  (hall  doubtlefs  come  again  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
(heaves,  with  him,"  Pfal.  cxzvi.  5.6. 

Prop.  3.  This  fpiritual  joy  and  gladnefs  it  hath  feveral  in- 
gredients of  which  it  is  made  up  :  As, 

1//9  It  inqludes  in  it  fome  meafure  of  fpiritual  health  and 
foundnefs  of  mind  and  fpirir.  A  fick  mail  may  have  the  ha- 
bit of  joy,  but  the  want  of  health  ^viH  reftrain  the  exercife  of 
It.  Where  this  joy  is,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  has  arifen, 
with  fome  meafure  of  healing  under  his  winjjs,  upon  the  foulj 
the  broken  bones  are  rcHored,  and  (et  in  thetr  joints  again. 

2^/y,  it  includes  foniC  meafure  of  fatisfa^^ion,  ari(ing  from 
a  fupply  of  foul  wants.  Where  there  is  nothing  but  want  and 
need,  there  can  be  but  little  of  this  holy  joy.  Prov.  xiii.  12. 
**  Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  fick  :"  If  ihy  foul  \^  re* 
joicing  in  the  Lord,  it  is  a  fign  thou  haft  got  a  tafte  of  the 
marroUr  and  fatnefs  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  houfe  of  God. 

3/i/y,  It  has  in  it  a  dilatation  and  enlargement  of  the  heart, 
that  was  under  bonds  and  fetters.  A  man  under  the  bonds 
and  fetters  of  darknefs,  unbelief,  and  dripvindency,  his  joy  is 
marred :  But  O,  when  his  fetters  are  knocked  off,  and  he 

brouglu 
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bfoiight  out  of  priron,  he  leaps  like  an  hart :  *<  I  ywWX  run  the 
yfzj  of  tbj  commandments,  becaufe  thou  haft  enlarged  mj 
heart.*' 

4/UJjf  It  has  in  it  fonr.ething  of  an  internal  peace,  quiet,  and 
ferenicy  of  rnipd  :  For  where  there  is  no  peace,  there  can  be 
no  true  joy.  The  ftorms  of  an  awakened  confcience  ntuft  be 
httihed  into  a  plea(ant  calm,  where  this  joy  is,  through  the 
r  difcovery  of  a  reconciled  God,  or  fome  beams  of  his  favour  % 
and  then  the  foul  cries,  as  in  Pfal.  cxvi,  7.  <*  Return  unto 
thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with 
p.    thee." 

^  S^^h^  '^  ^''  ^"  '^  ^"  elevation  of  the  heart  and  foul  after 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  things  that  are  above ;  whereby  the  foul 
gets  above  this  weary  land,  and  all  the  ftorms,  clouds,  and 
\  tempefts  thereof.  The  man  mounts  up  as  upon  eagles  wings; 
y  and  ay  the  higher  he  afcends,  like  tlie  lark,  he  fings  the 
y  ftveeter  notes  of  praife  and  thankfgiving. 
[  Pr^.  4.    Of  all  other  joy,  this  joy  of  faith  is  the  moft 

\     glof  ions  and  excellent :  Wnich  will  appear  from  the  following 
r      qualities  of  it. 

%ft^  It  is  a  cordial  joy :  It  pervades  the  heart,  and  all  the 
comers  of  the  foul ;  **  Your  heart  (hall  rejoice,  and  your  joy 
so  man  taketh  from  you.  My  heart  is  glad."  The  joy  of 
the  wfcked  is  but  fkin-deep ;  it  is  fuperficial :  <*  In  the  midft 
of  laughter  the  heart  is  forry  :"  But  the  joy  of  faith  is  like 
the  '*  beft  new  wine,  that  goeth  down  f weedy,  caufiog  the 
lips  of  thofe  that  are  aflecp  to  fpeak,"  Song.  vii.  9. 

%dljf  It  is  a  hidden  and  a  fccret  joy.  Many  a  biyth  heart 
has  the  believer  in  fecret,  which  the  world  knows  nothing  of. 
His  life  is  a  hidden  lifci  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  ;  and  his  joy 
is  like  his  life.  The  fprings  of  this  joy  are  hidden,  it  flows" 
out  of  a  fecret  fountain,  even  from  the  throne  of  God  and  of 
the  Lamb:  The  channel  of  it  is  hid,  even  the  covenant  of 
grace  and  pro'mife :  1  he  agings  of  it  are  hid,  and  the  fubjc£); 
in  which  it  refides. 

3<//p,  It  is  a  ilrcgthcning  joy.  Neh.  viii.  10.  *^  The  joy 
•f  the  Lord  is  your  itrength  ;"  and  no  wonder,  for  faith  brings 
in  ftrong  confolation,  Het>.  vi.  iS.  fhis  fpiritual  joy  is  health 
to  the  navel,  and  marrow  to  the  bones.  What  appeared  in* 
fupportablc  before,  now  appears  to  be  eafy  \  duties  and  diffi* 
culties  in  the  way  are  eafily  vanquifhed;  when  the  joy  of 
faith  comes,  the  feeble  then  becomes  as  David,  Zech.  xii.  8. 
and  the  poor  foul  becomes  like  a  giant,  refrelhed  with  new 
(      winey  hearty  and  ftrong  for  battle. 

j^         ^tbijf  It  is  a  glorious  and  unfpeakable  joy.     I  Pet.  i.  8- 
r      f  *  Whom  having  not  fcen,  ye  love  ^  in  whom,  though 


lk:i,    Willi  ail  air  ui  iicavciiiy  ^rav.c   auuui    liiciiu 
no  man  taketh  from  yuu,"  lays  Chriit.     It  is  but  t 
ings  of   that  eternal  joy  and  tiiumph  which  the  f 
have  above,  through  an  endlcfs  eternity. 

tthlj^  It  is  a  matchlefs,  and  tranfcendent,  and  i 
hen^ble  joy .  There  are  feveral  joys  that  we  read  o 
turcy  but  the  jov  of  faith  tranfccnds  them  all. 

1.  There  is  tne  nuptial  joy.  The  day  pf  marrtag 
a  day  of  gladncfs. 

2.  There  is  the  joy  c^f  children :  There  is  joy  wh 
child  is  born  into  the  world.  It  was,  and  is  ftiU 
a  valuable  mercy/  becaufd  children  are  an  herita{ 
Lord. 

3.  There  is  the  joy  of  conqueft  and  viflory  :  ***■ 
Xf^oice  as  men  whea  they  divide  the  fpoil/'  If.  isr*  3< 

4*  Ther^  is  the  joy  of  harvcft :  •*  They  joy  befor 
coffiing  to  the  joy  in  harvclU*'  But  now,  I  fay, 
fait|i  fuifpaflech  them  all,  for  it  is  unfpeakable,  an 
glory*  '*  Thou  haft  put  gladnefs  in  my  heart,  moi 
tho  time  that  their  corn  and  wine  increafed.''  This; 
|he  third  thing  in  the  method.    . 

IV.  The  Jwrth  thing  was,  to  inquire  whence  i 
fight  of  Chrift,  and  of  bis  day,  by  faith,  fills  the  fbu 
and  gladnefs. 

Anf  iftj  This  flows  from  the  excellency  that  fa" 
the  day  of  Chritl:  **  This  is  the  day  whicii  the  Lord  h 
we  will  be  ul^cl*  and  rejoice  in  it."     It  is   a  day  ot 
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|l>inefs*  What  eve?  great  things  we  fee  or  hear  tell  of,  we 
Irill  not  be  rotich  moyed  theTcwiih,  except  we  have  an  totereit 
and  concern  thefcm.  Now,  faith  it  interefts  the  fouJ  iit 
DinQ:,  v^nA  all  the  blefTings  of  his  kingdom  and  adminiftTa* 
;:^jOQ^  and  hence  it  is  that  it  brings  fuch  gladncfsj  rhe  Ian* 
^age  of  faith  is,  '*  Tbi*  is  oar  God,  we"  hayc  Watted  fot 
mm**  &c* 

4/^/^5  Faith  13  the  parent  of  hope,  and  is  the  fubflance  ol 
AiQgs  hoped  fori  and  fr  it  fills  with  joy*  **  Wc  rejoice  iii 
i«  hope  of  the  glory  of  God," 

V»  Thc^^J&  thinjT  is  the  ufe  of  the  do£lrine. 

V(cfirfL  It  fcrvcs  fot  tnfirmMm^  ia  thefc  few  following 

rticulari. 

ijif  From  what  is  faid,  We  may  fee  from  whence  it  wa§ 
at  the  Old  Teftament  fainU  longed  fo  much  for  the  coming 
^CHriflj  and  the  days  of  the  New  Tcftamcnt*     O,  fay«  the 

mfc,  "Until  the  day  break,  and  the  (hadows  fly  away^  tum» 

f  BcloTcd,  and  be  thou  like  a  roe,  or  a  young  hart  upon  th« 

EHinCains  of  Bcther /'     AU  that  they  had  in  the  type,  pro- 

fc^  or  prophecy,  were  but  Shadows  and  espreiEons  of  what 

la  to  come, 

2dff,  See  hence  what  a  prin!e|^c  and  happmefs  we  are  pof- 
feifed  of,  whofe  lot  is  catl  in  the  day  of  Chriit,  the  gofpel-day, 
irhich  Abraham  and  otjier  faints  rejoiced  to  fee  at  fuch  a 
t  great  did^ince,  Chrid  fays  to  his  dtfciples,  while  here  yp* 
E>n  earth,  "  Blefled  are  your  eyes  and  cars,  for  they  fee  and 
bear  thofe  things,  which  many  prophets  and  righteotss  men 
ieBred  to  fee  and  hear,  and  did  not  fee  nor  hear  them  "*— 
But  yet  we,  who  lire  in  the  day  of  the  gofpcl,  fee  and 
hear  more  than  the  difciples  did  themfcWes,  They  faw  the 
MefTiah  only  in  a  ilate  of  humirution  at  that  time,  like  a 
prince  in  dlfguife  \  bur  now  we  fee  htm  upon  the  throne^ 
lefted  with  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Upon  this  ac* 
counr,  Chrid  la^^,  that  the  leafl  tn  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
ijz.  in  the  kingdom  of  the  NewTe^amenr  church,  is  greater 
thiin  Johil  the  Baptift,  who  was  greater  than  any  that  had  been 
born  of  a  woman  fincc  the  fall  of  Ada  mi  becaufc  he  was  put 
in  cafe  to  fay,  *'  Behold  the  I^mb  of  God,  which  taketh  away 
the  fin  of  the  world," 

«  ytiyn  bee.hence  tbe  mifery  of  unbelieving  fmners  under  the 
New  Feftament  difpenfation.  vWhy,  the  day  is  broken,  and 
fct  they  nev^r  faw  day-light,  **  The  light  fliineth  in  darkncfsi 
md  th^  darknefs  comprehendeth  it  not.''  There  is  an  awful 
rord  that  points  at  you,  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  4.  "  If  our  gofpel  be 
Jdf  it  is  hid  to  them  chat  are  loft  :  in  whom  the  god  of  this 

%ofld 
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of  Clirill  would  br/ak  ti'Crc,  and  t!ut  would  break 
kingd.Mii,  and  liis  workc  o't  dirknclb,  in  which  the 
world  do  J.rlighf,  and  in  them  is  literally  fulfilled  il 
of  Chrift,  John  iii.  20.  **  Every  one  that  docth  evil  hi 
light)  neither  cometh  to  the  light,  left  his  deeds  (1 
rcprovcd.**^  They  know  very  well  that  a. faithful 
would  lift  lip  his 'Voice  like  a  trumpet,  and  reprove  thd 
and  therefore  it  is  that  they  cannot  endure  a  man  that 
thing  of  the  favour  of  Ood  or  religion  about  him  :  a 
cry  will  prefentiy  be  raifcd  againft  him,  as  a  danger 
turbulent  perfon,  one  that  will  make  a  rent^in  the  ch 
turn  the  world  up&de  down. 

5/i5/|f,  Sec  hence  whence  it  is  that  believers  arc  cs 
«« children  of  the  light,  and  of  the  day  :^*  Why,  bcca 
not  only  live  in  the  day  of  Chriil,  but  the  Dny*fpring  hi 
them  in  a  faving  way;  the  day  has  dawned,  and  the  da] 
arifen  in  their  hearts,  **  even  the  light  of  the  knowled] 
glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift."  And  this  is 
fon  w}iy  there  is  a  divine  light  (hines  in  the  way  and 
the  believer,  which  is  not  to  be  feen  about  other  folk 
light  fo  ihincs  before  men,  that  they,  feeing  their  goO 
glorify  their  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

lJ(c/econd  may  be  of  TnaL 

Sirs,  fince  it  is  your  privilege  to  live  under  the 
Chrift,  I  a(k  you,  Has  the  light  of  the  day  evct  da^ 
vingly  ?  If  fo,  then, 

w/f-    TTh**  linrKf    nf    if  Viae  A'irV^nf^A    tK^    lirrVif-    r»f   t-ViS 
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ikes  daj,  I  mean  Cbrift»  the  glorious  Sun  of  righteournefs ; 

d  yoa  will  be  fo  much  taken  up  with  liimi  that  you  will 

Donnt  all  things  but  lofs,  &c. 

4/A/jr,  The  light  of  the  day  of  Chrift  has  warmed  thy  foul 

d&  love  to.  the  Lord  ;  love  to  his  ordinances,  a  day  in  his 

arts  wall  be  better  than  a  thoufand  -,  love  to  his  people,  they 

e  my  delight,  the  excellent* ones  of  tiie  earth. 

tJfe  tUrd  (hall  be  of  ExborMion. 

ters,  has  your  lot  fallen  in  the  day  of  Chrift;^  which  Abra* 

in  faw  by  faith,  and  was  glad  ?  Theni 

%fi^  Receire  the  light  of  the  day ;  entertain  the  light  of 

%  Sun  of  lighteoufnefs.     O  behold  tliac  glorious  iSun,  that 

■lining  upon  you  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  goipel !  You 

kas  much  warranted  to  make  ufe  of  the  light  of  the  Sun  of 

Eeoufnefs,  to  direA  you  to  glory,  as  you  are  warranted  to 
\  ufe  of  the  natural  fun,  to  direA  you  in  your  w^y  home 
yoarfeveral  abodes.  What  freer  thim  the]ight?  The  beg- 
r  has  as  good  a  ri^ht  to  ufe  it  as  the  prince  upon  the  throne. 

the  day-light  of  the  Sun  of  rightcoufnefs,  and  the  bleflings 
his  day,  are  as  free  to  you  as  to  any  man  ;  and  therefore, 

do  not  (hut  out  the  light,  but  entertain  and  receive  it^ 
hn  Tiii.  12.  "I  am  the  light  of  the  world   (fays  Chrift) ; 

that  followeth  me  (hall  not  walk  in  darknefs,  but  fliallhavc 
J  light  of  life.'' 

idljf  Is  this  the  day  of  Chrift  ?  O  then,  work  while  it  is 
f,  work  out  the  work  of  your  falvation  while  the  day  laft- 
1,  for  the  night  hafteth  on,  wherein  no  man  can  work. 
id  if  you  a(k,  What  is  the  work  of  God  ?  I  give  you  the 
ne  aniwer  that  Chrift  gave,  and  I  cannot  give  you  a  better, 
rhis  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he 
th  fent."^  The  everlafting  gofpel  is  preached  to  all  nations, 
'  the  obedience  of  faith.  O,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  believe  on 
I  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  for  this  is  his  great  command- 
ant ;  this  is  the  foundation  of  all  obedience,  and  without  it 
u  cannot  obey  one  commandment  of  the  law,  for  *'  what- 
sr  is  not  of  faith  is  On." 

3///J,  Is  this  the  day  of  Chrift?  O  then,  let  us  be  glad,  and 
joice  therein.  This  was  the  practice  of  Abraham,  the  fa- 
ir of  the  faithful,  and  this  will  be  the  pra£lice  of  all  the  ge« 
ine  true-born  children  of  Abraham,  Pfal.  cxviii.  24.  *^  This 
the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  we  will  rejoice  and  be 
id  in  it."    O  let  us  rejoice  in  his  perfon,  for  he  is  the  glory 

mankind,  as  well  as  the  brightncfs  of  his  Father's  glory, 
t  us  rejoice  in  him,  faying,  "  To  us  a  Son  is  given,"  &c. 
t  us  rejoice  in  his  fulnefs,  fuitablenefs,  and  excellency, 
for  fuch  an  High  Pricft  became  us,  who  is  holy,  harmlefs, 
Vou*  III>  3  I  undcfiled. 


II.  xii.  3.  ••  ijciioiu,  ooj  lb  niy  i.uvation  ;  1  win 
not  be  afraiil ;  for  the  Lord  Jf.hovah  i=»  my  ftren 
fong;,  he  alfo  i?  become  my  faivatioti ;  therefore  w 
yc  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvalioa." 


CHRIST,  AS  THE  BREAKER,  OPENINO  ALL 
GLORY,  THAT  WERB  IMPASSABtE 

OPENED  Vf  IN.  TH&EE  SACRAMENTAL  SERMON 

MiOAlI  xu  13 — 7he  breaker  is  come  up  before  then 
broken  up^  and  have  pqffid  through  the  gate^  < 
*  out  by  it ;  and  their  king  Jhall  pafs  before  ii 
Lord  (or  Jebovab')  on  the  bead  of  them. 


WHATEVER  literal  rcfpeft  thcfc  words  m 
the  return  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  fror 
lonifli  captivity,  through  the  inftrumcntality  of  ( 


,  tlin>ti||ii  the  etrth.  But  fenll  anr  rrafon  miglit  lock  on 
Ilk  as  a  thing  altogether  impraAicable,  becaofe  of  the  flron|r 
%n  that  ftood  in  xht  way,  and  the  great  oppofition  tb^t  would 

inade  by  hell  and  earth*  to  the  rearing  and  gathering  the 
m  Tcftament  church :  therefore  the  prophet  hen  prophe- 
feth4t  Chrift  fliould  rid  the  way,  and  clear  the  paflagc,  and 
I  mountains  aa  a  plain. 
§]n  which  words  we  haTcthefe  tbre?  chtrgss 
ifift^  The  way  oF  the  Lord*s  raniozned  opened  up  by  the 
Pbi^  Redeemer,  Tie  breaker  is  ccme  up  hfcre  them. 
Std^f  Th^efcape  of  the  msfi.'n  d  by  this  way,  or  the  im- 
PMremeht  they  make  of  it  by  f.-irh.     ThU  is  \iM  forth  in 
bree  expreflions,  Ttey  harje inker,  up — Ihej  have pajjed ihrra^h 
\tgdti-^They  have  gene  put  tj  it. 

>'3^>  Wc  have  the  gionoas  march  of  the  ranfomcd  under 
b^  Redeemer's  con(iu£):,  as  their  rcr.oxned  gcntral,  Tlur 
^Mg  f.all pajs  before  them^  and  ]lhovah  en  their  hsrul. 
;  iftf  1  fay,  wc  hiVJ  th=  pafl'aj^e  opened  up  by  tlie  great 
ledeemeri  The  break tr  is  camt  up  tefcre  ihtm.  \Vi;crc  again 
«  havci 

!•  The^defignation  given  to  the  glorious  Mciliahy  LeL  call- 
[  the  Breaker.  Cyrus  \.'iis  an  i.iflrument  in  the  hand  of  God^ 
r  breaking  t!ie  Babjlonilh  joke,  and  fo  paving  a  uny  for 
e  rctnm  of  Ifrael  into  their  native  land  ;  and  herein  he  wa:. 
tjpe  of  Chrifi,  bj  whom  the  yoke  of  our  fpi ritual  captivity 
ider  fin  and  Satan  is  broken,  and  a  way  paved  for  coming  up 
the  land  of  reft  and  glory  that  is  above,  of  whicli  the  earth- 
Canaan  was  a  corruptible  type.  Some  think  that  in  thii 
:preflion,  there  is  an  alluiion  unto  the  he*goat,  or  the  ram, 
hich  in  a  ftorm  breaks  t!ie  way  to  the  rell  of  the  flock. 
brifl  18  ''  given  for  a  leader  and  commander  to  the  ^^eoplc/' 
d  he  it  is,  that  opens  the  palTagc  to  glory  f^r  us,  tiirou;>h 
e  fiorms  and  tempefts  of  liis  Father's  wratii,  and  the  rage  ul' 
en  and  devils.  Whatever  allufion  there  may  be  in  tlii.'>  name. 
It  it  is  abundantly  plain,  that  it  is  Chrift  that  is  intended  , 
r  he  that  is  called  the  Breaker  in  the  beginning  of  the  vcrfc, 
eaUed  their  King,  and  Jchovali,  in  the  clofe  of  it ;  their 
hgjballpafs  before  them^  and  Jcbo'jJj  on  the  head  of  them  : 
d  who  can  bear  this  name,  or  wear  the  weight  and  worth 
it,  but  he  who  has  "  a  name  above  every  name." 
a«  We  have  tlie  courageous  appearance  of  the  glorious  Rc- 
eftier  in  his  breaking  woik.  He  comes  up,  he  appears  up- 
the  field  with  an  undaunted  and  heroic  courage,  to  cn« 
inter  enemies  and  oppofition  that  ilood  in  the  way,  he  fets 
face  to  it,  a^d  is  not  afraid  to  me*et  the  enemy  iii  the  field 
battle. 

3.  W;: 
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3,  We  have  the  party  that  he  heads,  or  thcfc  m  whofi 
jcl  this  Breaker  appears  ;  Hi  enmts  up  hifire  themm 
^emg  a  relative,  leads  you  back  to  the  preceding  verfcj 
we  find  them  fet  forth  under  the  nolion  of  a  flock  of 
filly,  weakj  and  timorous  creatures^  that  can  do  not! 
their  own  defence  ;  the  bark  of  a  dog  will  make  ten  th 
of  them  to  run.  Such  weak,  helplefs  creatures  arc  we 
Chrift  appears  for  our  relic f,  ^he  BreaJker  iV  cGms  up 
ibim.  As  for  the  other  particulars  in  the  verfe,  k 
we  may  I  rave  oecalioii  10  pqint  at  them  in  the  fee 
the  difcourfe ;  at  prefcnt^  I  offer  this  doSrine  in 
words* 

OsfiEavK,    "  That    as    Chrift    is    the    Breaker   up 
way  to  glory,  fo  he  cornea  up  before  us,  for  our  cnc< 
mcnt^  as  the  renowned  Captain  of  falyation.'^ 

In  difcourfing  this  doQrine,  I  fliall  endeavour,  tliroi 
vine  afliftancc, 

I.  To  inquire  upon  whiit  account   Clirift    is  call 
Breaker. 

II.  Speak  of  the  coming  up  of  this  Breaker. 

III.  Inquire  into  the  import  of  his  coming  up  bcfi 
people. 

IV.  Shew  why  he  a^Els  the  part  of  a  Breaker. 

V.  Apply. 

I.  The  ^rjl  thing  is,  to  inquire  into  the  reafon 
name,  Wiiy  is  Chrill  called  the  Breaker  ? 

Anfvo,  I.  In  general  he  is  focalled,  becaufc  of  the  grca 
fition  he  had  to  breakthrough,  in  the  glorious  underta 
our  redemption,  both  in  the  purchafe  and  applicatio 
The  etenal  Son  of  God  had  a  fpiritual  kingdom  to  re* 
this  lower  worlds  among  the  loft  family  of  Adam  ;  bu 
he  could  effeduate  his  dcfign,  he  muft  break  in  upon  the 
of  hell,  ard  overthrow  the  ufurped  kingdom  of  the  dev 
becaufc  of  his  uriverfal  empire  that  he  had  obtained, 
The  god  of  thij  woild.     Accordingly,  the  firft  work 
Son  oi  God  undertakes,  is,  to  bruife  or  break  the  hea 
ferpent,  Ge»).  iii.  15.  i.  e.  to  deftroy  his  power,  or 
the  government  out   of  his  hand  :  accordingly,  when 
finiflied  tVe  work  of  our  redemption  upon  the  crofs,  h 
to  have  **  fpoi'ed  principalities  and  powers,  and  mad{ 
of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it.'* 

2. 
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%.  Having  broken  the  head  of  the  ferpent,  he  breaks  open 
his  prifon,  and  proclaims  freedom  and  liberty  unto  his  prifon* 
ers.  Had  that  queftion  been  put  to  all  the  angeb  in  heaven, 
and  men  upon  earth,  which  jou  have.  If.  xlix.  24.  'Vbhall 
the  prey  be  taken  from  the  mighty,  or  (hall  the  lawful  captive 
be  delivered  V*  it  would  have  filenced  them,  and  put  them  to 
an  eternal  fland.  Well,  who  anfwers  the  queftion?  The 
Ueffed  Breaker  that  is  come  up  before  us,  he  fleps  in,  ver.  25. 
*<  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  even  the  captives  of  the  mighty  (hall 
be  taken  away,  and  the  prey  .of  (he  terrible  ihall  be  delivered ; 
for  I  wtU  contend  with  him  that  contendeth  with  thee,  and  I 
will  fave  thy  children."  O  Sirs,  we  had  remained  eternal 
captives  to  Satan,  unlefs  the  Son  of  God  had  undertaken  our 
deliverance,  and  broken  the  chains  of  our  cuptivity,  Zech.  ix. 
1 1  • ''  As  for  thee  alfo,  by  the  blood  of  thy  covenant,  I  have 
fent  forth  thy  prifoners  out  of  the  pit  wherein  there  is  no 
water."    . 

3.  He  is  fitly  called  the  Breaker,  becaufe  he  breaks  up  a 
new  and  living  way,  by  which  we  have  accefs  to  God  and  glo- 
ry. Tlie  old  way  of  the  covenant  of  works  was  blocked  up 
with  fo  many  bars,  thorns,  woes,  and  curfes,  that  it  was  be- 
come ImpaiTable  ;  none  of  the  fallen  race  of  Adam  could  enter 
by  that  road  :  but  our  blefTedGoel,  our  kind  Kinfman,  comes^ 
and  by  his  obedience  unto  the  death,  opens  up  a  new  entry 
or  padage,  by  which  we  have  accefs  to  God,  and  Chrid  him- 
felf  is  that  way,  John  xiv.  6.  <*  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth, 
and  the  life  ;  and  there  is  no  coming  to  the  Father  but  by  me." 
Of  this  new  way,  caft  up  by  the  Breaker  that  is  come  up  be- 
fore us,  the  prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaks,  chap.  xxxv.  8 — 10.  "  A 
high-way  ihall  be  there,  and  a  way,  and  it  ihall  be  called  the 
way  of  holinefs  :  the  unclean  iliall  not  pafs  over  it,  but  it  ihall 
'be  for  thofe  ;  the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  (hall  not  err 
therein  :  no  lion  iliall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous  beail  iliall 

*  ^o  up  thereon,  it  ihall  not  be  found  there  ;  but  the  redeemed 
fliall  walk  there.  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  ihall  return 
and  come  to  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlading  joy  upon  their 
heads  ;  they  (hall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and 
fighing  fliall  flee  away." 

4.  He  is  called  the  Breaker,  becaufe  he  breaks  through  the 
ilorms  of  divine  wrath,  the  rage  of  men  and  devils,  in  order  to 
9Ccomplifli  our  redemption.  Tlic  juftice  of  God  flood  in  his 
way,  with  a  flaming  fword,  ready  to  be  flieathed  in  his  bowels^ 
the  curfe  of  the  brokcvi  law  rolled  mountains  in  his  way  :  the 
armies  of  hell  were  combined  to  oppofe  him  in  his  work» 
*'  many  bulls  compaflTed  him,  the  llrong  bulls  of  Baihan  fur- 
rounded 
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Tcmnded  faim  ;  t  fea  of  Uood  ind  fafferi^gt  prefented  htm  vp. 
oniiis  QDdcmking :  but  fach  was  the  love  of  his  heart,  fhat 
he  breaks  through,  he  forces  his  waj,  fiettbg  his  fKrt  as  a 
flint  againft'  all  difcourageinents. 

.  3*  He  maj  be  called  the  Breaker,  btcaold  m  a  daj  of  power 
he  breaks  the  eniuttj  of  oar  hearts  agaioft  him;  *f  puUs  dowa 
the  ftroDg  holds  of  iniquity,"  that  Sacao  has  reared  up  in  our 
htWAf  **  bringing  every  thought  into  captivity  unto  his  obe^ 
dience."  The  hearts  of  the  children  of  men  ate^  by  nature 
bard  as  Jeriathan^,  Job  xli.  14. ;  but  he  breaks  it  by  thie  ham- 
mer of  his  law.  The  heart  is  bolted  againft  him  with  enmi* 
tjf  unbelief,  pride,  and  prejudices,  bat  thefe  bats  he  breib 
in  pieces,  by  the  power  of  his  vidorious  all«conqa«tifl{ 
grace. 

6*  He  may  be  called  the  Breaker,  beoaufe  fhofe  itho  VnH 
not  bow  unto  his  royal  authority,  he^  breaks  them  in  pieces : 
according  to  what  you  have,  PfaJ.  ii.  9.  '"«  Thou  (halt  break 
them  as  with  a  rod  of  iron,  thou  flialt  da(h  them  in  pitfcea  like 
a  potter's  vefleL''  And  Pfal.  Ixviii.  3 1.  <'  He  \^11  wound  the 
head  of  his  enennes,  and  the  hairy  icalp  of  all  them  that  go 
on  ftill  in  their  trefpoiTes/'  Proud  Pharaoh  refufes  to  bow  to 
his  word  and  commandment,  and  the  Lord  breaks  him,  and 
his  numerous  hoft,  and  finks  them  like  lead  in  the  mighty 
waters.  He  has  many^  breaking  judgements  at  hand,  where- 
by  he  can  deftroy  whole  nations  and  kingdoms,  when  they 
rebel  againft  him,  as  we  fee  in  tlie  ten  plagues  of  £gjpt. 

7.  He  may  be  called  the  Breaker,  becanfe  of  the  breaking 
trials  that  he  many*  times  brings  upon  his  own  people,  and 
children  in  this  world.  "  Thou  breakcft  me,  fays  Job  (chap, 
xvi.  14.),  with  breach  upon  breach,  and  runneil  upon  me  like 
a  giant."  Pfah  sliv.  19.  "  Thou  haft  fore  broken  us  in 
the  place  of  dragons,''  &c.  And  indeed,  efcape  who  wil],  they 
(hall  not,  if  they  oiTend  him:  "  You  only  have  I  known  of  all 
the  families  of  the  earth,  tlicrefore  I  will  ptmifli  yoo-  If  his 
children  forfake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgements,  if 
they  break  my  ftatutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandmems,  I 
will  vifit  their  tranfgreffion  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity 
with  ftripes."  And  () !  how  breaking  is  the  rod  of  a  father  un- 
to bis  own  dear  children,  when  they  have  provoked  him  by 
fin !  David  was  fo  broken  with  a  fcnfe  of  God's  anger  againft 
liim,  Pfal.ii.  8.  that  he  is^  made  to  complain,  that  his  bones 
were  broken  :  "  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladnefs,  that  the 
bones  which  thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice." 

8.  He  may  be  called  the  Breaker^  becaufe  of  his  breaking 
judgements  and  calamities  tbr.t  he. brings  on  a  finful  or  of. 

b^  fending 
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nding  church  and  nation ;  fuch  as  fword,  famine,  peftUence^ 
rfolation  by  fire  or  water,  the  withdrawing  of  his  Spirit,  the 
ithdrawing  of  the  means  of  grace.  You  fee  how  the  Lord 
caks  his  barren  vineyard,  If.  v.  &c. 

II.  The  fecond  tiding  was,  to  fpeak  of  the  upcomiag  of 
brift  as  the  fireaker.  I  uoderftand  it  of  his  comtag  up  to 
renge  the  quarrel  of  his  childceu  and  people.  Like  a  mighty 
lacnpion  he  takes  the  field,  and  enters  the  lifts  with  the 
3wers  of  hell  and  earth,  ia  order  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of 
is  IfraeU 

You  have  a  defcriptlon  of  this  renowned  Champion,  and  of 
IS  coining  up  in  his  church's  caufe  and  quarrel.  If.  lix. 
5-^*1 8.  **  And  he  faw  that  there  was  no  man,  and  wonder- 
1  that  there  was  no  intercefTor.  Therefore  his  arm  brought 
ilvatioQ  uoto  him,  and  his  righteoufnefs,  it  fuftained  him. 
or  he  put  on  righteoufnefs  as  a  breaftplate,  and  an  helmet 
f  falvation  upon  his  head ;  and  he  put  on  the  garments  of 
vengeance  for  clothing,  and  was  clad  with  zeal  as  a  cloke, 
According  to  their  deeds,  accordingly  he  will  repay,  fury  to 
is  adverfaries,  recompence  to  his  enemies,  to  the  iflands  he 
n\\  repay  recompence."  Here  I  will  tell  youof  fome  feafon* 
ble  upcomings  of  the  blefTed  Breaker,  for  the  help  and  relief 
f  loll  finners  ;  and  then  tell  you  of  tiie  manner  of  his  coming 
ip.  .  ' 

ly?.  The  bleiTed  Breaker  came  feafonably  up,  and  appear- 
ed in  our  quarrel,  in  the  council  of  peace.  When  the  quef- 
ion  was  put.  Who  will  take  the  field  againft  the  old  ferpcnt 
md  his  feed,  for  the  help  and  relief  of  loft  finners  of  Adam's 
amily  ?  prefently  the  blcfled  Breaker  appeared  in  our  quar« 
el,  frying,  Lo,  I  come,  fend  me,  and  I  will  **  brtiife  the 
lead  of  the  ferpent,"  and  fet  the  captives  at  liberty,  to  the 
rlory  of  divine  juftice,  and  to  the  eternal  honour  of  his 
aw. 

2dly^  He  came  up  feafonably  upon  the  field,  immediately 
after  the  fall  of  man.  The  prey  had  no  fooncr  fallen  into  the 
liands  of  the  mighty,  but  the  mighty  Redeemer  fteps  in  upon 
the  enemy,  giving  him  a  deadly  thru  ft  :  With  the  word  of  bis 
mouth  he  flays  tlie  wicked  one,  fayinc:,  "  It  (hall  bruife  thy 
head,  and  thou  flialt  bruife  his  heel,"  Gen.  iii.  i$. ;  which  at 
once  gave  a  deadly  ^'i^nd  to  the  enemy,  and  faved  the  poor 
prifoncr  "  out  of  the  pic,  wherein  there  is  no  water."  All  the 
appearan^ces^  of  Chriil  for  his  church  during  the  Old  Teftii- 
ment  dlfpenfation^  were  founded  upon  the  grace  of  this  firft 
promife. 
'idly^  He  came  up  really  and  perfonally  in  his  incarnation. 


I 
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"What  was  his  whole  life  in  thi>  world,  but  a  contintaed  l>iu' 
tering  and  breaking  ^own  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  }  i  hit 
vas  the  dcfign  of  his  dotf^riuCj  miraclts,  life,  and  deaths  hf 
the  preaching  of  his  gofpel  through  the  citici  of  Ifrael^  he  faw 
*^  Satan  hl\  like  lightning  from  heaven  ;"  by  a  word  fpoktn, 
he  J  in  a  miraculous  m^mner,  threw  him  out  of  the  fouls  and 
bodies  of  men  at  once-,  and  hj  his  death  he  dcftroyed  **  hist 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  ihat  is  the  devil  ;'*  And  rnnht 
View  unco  this,  he  tells  his  difciples^  ^'  Now  is  the  jucfgcmcDt 
of  this  world  come ;  now  fhall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  cil'  ^ 
out/'  And  by  his  refurreflion  from  the  dead,  and  bis  a{ccB-  ^ 
fmn  into  heaven^  he  came  up  aa  a  vi^oriQU£  and  rcnownel 
Conqueror  from  the  field  of  battle,  carrying  the  fpoib  of  il 
^d  Satan,  hell  and  deaths  along  with  him :  *'  God  is  gone  n{r 
with  a  fhout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet  \  twcnif 
thoufand  chariots  of  angels  attending  him^  aa  at  Sinai.  He^ 
afcended  up  on  high,  and  kd  captivity  captive/* 

^thiy^  He  may  be  faid  to  come  up,  or  to  take  the  field  agiioH 
the  enemy,  when  he  appears  in  the  power  of  his  Spirit  in  tl« 
difpenfation  of  the  goipeli  when  he  girds  his  fword  on  hts 
thigh,  and  rides  profperoufly  and  fucccfsfuUy  upon  his  chi- 
riot  of  truth,  dividing  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  Ibaring 
the  fpoil  with  the  lUong,  Oli  how  terrible  is  this  Ureakrf 
unto  the  powers  of  hell,  when  he  fends  the  rod  of  his  ftrcngrh 
out  of  Zion,  making  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  armies! 
"When  the  **  armies  which  are  in  heaven  follow  him,  whofc 
name  is,  The  Word  of  God  !"  When  fie  *'  Anites  the  nation) 
with  the  fii^rp  fworj  that  goeth  out  of  his  mouch  !"  Wuifc 
every  one  that  runs  may  read  his  name  "  On  his  vcflure,  t^^ 
on  hi?i  thigh,  King  of  (tings,  and  Lord  of  lords  V^ 

^thly^  He  may  be  faid  to  come  up  in  the  outward  difpenfj- 
tlon  of  his  providence,  for  the  relief  and  deliverance  of  his 
church  and  people,  when  ihey  are  haraiTcd  or  opptefTcd  in 
their  temporal  or  fpiritual  privileges,  by  n:cn  of  malignant  i^i- 
titSj  who  btar  rule  cvtr  them*  Thus  the  Breaker  came  up 
feafonably  for  the  rclirf  of  Ifracl  in  Egypt,  when  ihey  *trt 
groaning  under  iheir  Egyptian  taik-maLters,  breaking  their 
oppreflbrs  and  cncmi^^s  with  pbgue  upon  plague-  Thus  h€ 
many  times  came  up  for  their  relief,  during  the  government  of 
the  judges  and  kings  of  Ifrael.  Thus  he  came  up  after  the 
fcvcnty  years  captivity,  and  broke  the  Babylonian  empire  in 
pieces,  to  make  way  for  the  return  of  }«6  people  to  their  na- 
tive land. 

Cihiyy  He  comes  up  as  a  mighty  Breaker,  when  he  finds  re- 
ligion at  under,  and  ha5  a  mind  to  revive  his  own  work  in  a 
2  backiliding 
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g  land  and  church.  He  comes  firft  and  breaks  down* 
begins  to  build  ap.  There  is  commonly  a  (baking 
S)  before  the  denre  of  all  nations  come,  for  the 
ip  of  Zion.  See  in  what  awful  majefty  the  Breaker 
Hab.  iii.  in  order  to  the  reviving  of  his  work  in  the 
:he  years.  The  prophet,  vcr.  2.  puts  up  a  prayer,  "  O 
ive  thy  wotk  in  the  midft  of  the  years ;  in  the  midft  of 
make  known ;  in  wrath  remember  mercy.''  Wel]» 
r  is  heard,  God  comes  for  the  revival  of  his  work, 
orious  march  was  fo  awful,  as  made  the  prophet  him- 
11  a-trembling,  vcr.  16.  *'  When  1  htard,  my  belly 
»  my  lips  quivered  at  the  voice ;  rottennefs  entered 
X)nes.  When  he  cometh  up  unto  the  people,  he  will 
lem  with  his  troops."  And  yet  how  fweet  and  glo- 
le  ifliie  of  that  awful  difpenfation  ?  as  you  fee  in  the 
3wing. 

He  may  be  faid  to  come  up  in  every  difplay  of  his 
d  love  to  a  particular  believer,  when  he  feafonably 
s  for  the  relief  of  a  poor  fcul,  finking  under  the  bur- 
1,  temptation,  afflidion,  and  defcrtion.  rhe  Breaker 
»  feafonably,  when  he  difpcls  clouds,  and  lifts  up  the 
lis  countenance ;  when  he  rebukes  the  roaring  lion^ 
ts  and  breaks  hib  fiery  darts ;  wh  n  he  fays  to  the 
,  Fear  not,  I  am  with  thee  ;  when  he  hcartent*  or 
the  poor  foul  for  its  work  or  warfare,  faying,  "  Fear 
worm  Jacob-*!  will  make  thee  a  new  (harp  thre(h- 
iment,  having  teeth.     My  grace  (hali  be  fufficient 

And  O  how  feafonably  does  he  come  up  at  death^ 
e  poor  foul  is  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  gomg 
Jordan,  and  launching  out  into  a  wide  eternity  ? 
weet  up-coming  is  it,  when  he  fays  to  the  foul,  as 
7.  '*  Fear  nor,  for  1  am  he  that  liveth  and  was  dcad^ 
Id  I  am  alive  for  evermore*"  Fhus  I  have  given  you 
he  feafonable  up-comings  of  the  blefTed  Breaker. 
In  what  manner  doth  he  come  up  in  our  quarrel,  to 
of  the  weak  againlt  the  mighty  ?  . 

I.  He  ccmes  up  feafonably.  Ail  his  appearances  for 
and  rtlief  of  his  people  have  ever  been  well  timed* 
lafonably  did  he  interpofe  immediately  after  the  fall, 
;  ruaring  lion  was  about  to  tear  the  prey,  faying  as 
,  in  another  cafe,  ^'  1  will  purfue,  1  will  overtake,  I 
ic  ihe  fpoil  ?*'     1  hen  indeed  he  came  up  and  bruilied 

of  ihc  lerpmt.  How  feafonably  did  he  deliver  If- 
of  i  gypt  ?  How  feafonably  did  he  turn  back  their 
?  How  leafonably  did  he  mterpofc/far  our  relief  in 
ill  3  K  thift 
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I^ndt  It  the  late  gbrioui  rcrolution^  when  we  urere  upcMi  At 
point  of  being  f wallowed  up  with  Antichriftian  tyranny  and 
dtrknels  ?  O  how  feafonablj  does  he  come  up  to  th^  help'and 
relief  of  the  poor  foul,  when  it  is  upon  the  point  of  being 
fwallowed  up  with  temptation,  defertion»  and  affiidlton  ?  DeuL 
szxii.  36.  <'  The  Lord  <haU  judge  his  people,  and  repent  htuiF 
felf  for  his  fenrants,  when  he  feeth  that  their  power  11  gonet 
and  there  i$  none  (hat  up,  or  left.** 

2*  He  comes  up  for  the  help  of  his  church  and  people  fblN 
tartly ;  or  he  alone  comes  yp :  It  is  bis  own  arm  that  brings 
falTation.  He  ftood  abne  in  the'  glorbus  work  of  rcdemp* 
tton  (  ^  He  trode  the  wine-prefs  alone^  and  of  the  people 
there  was  none  with  him ;"  and  therefore  he  alone  muft  bear 
the  glory  of  it;  '*  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  un- 
to thy  name  give  glory/'  And  when  he  conies  up  for  the  de» 
liverance  of  his  church  and  people  from  tyranny  and  oppref-* 
fion^  ^haterer  iuftruments  he  may  make  ufe  of,  yet  he  Jhne 
muft  have  the  glory,  becaufe  they  are  but  inftruments,  and 
can  do  no  more  than  the  tool  without  the  hand  of  the  work* 
man.  Hence  is  that  of  the  church,  Pfal.  xliv.  3.  **  They  got 
not  the  land  in  poflefiion  with  their  fword,  neither  did  their 
own  arm  fave  them  ;  but  thy  right  haod^  thine  arm,  and  the 
light  of  thy  countenance." 

3.  He  comes  up  in  our  quarrel  with  the  greateft  alacrity 
and  cheerfulnefs.  He  *'  rejoiced^in  the  habitable  parts  of  the 
ekrth^  and  his  delights  were  with  the  Tons  of  men.''  The  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs  rejoiced  to  ran  his  race  ;  and  like  a  giant  or 
ftrong  man,  refrefhed  with  new  wine,  he  gave  a  (hout  when 
he  came  up  into  the  field  of  battle :  **  I  have  a  baptifm  (fays  he) 
to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  ilraitened  till  it  be  accom- 
pliflicd.*' 

4.  He  comes  up  fpeedily :  he  did  not  linger  nor  tarry  whea 
he  came  upon  his  redeeming  and  faying  expedition  i  no,  he 
flew  as  it  were  upon  wings,  Cant.  ii.  8.  '^  Behold  he  cometh, 
leaping  upon  the  mountains,  and  (kipping  upon  the  hills." 

5.  He  comes  up  courageoufly  to  his  breaking  work,  chal* 
lenging  all  the  powers  of  hell,  as  it  were,  to  the  combat. 
With  what  undaunted  magnanimity  did  he  fet  his  face  to  the 
caufe,  when  he  is  entering  the  field !  See  If.  1.  8.  9.  ^<  He  is 
near  that  judificth  me,  who  will  contend  with  me  ?  let  us 
ftand  toge.theri  who  is  mine  adverfary  ?  let  him  come  near  to 
me.  Behold  the  Lord  God  will  help  me,  who  is  he  that  (ball 
condemn  me  ?  lo,  they  all  fhall  wax  old  as  a  garment  ^  the 
moth  {hall  eat  them  up." 

6.  He  comes  up  vi^orioufly,  diftributing  death  and  ruin 
amongft  all  his  and  bis  church's  enemies.     ViAory  follows 

him 
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n  wliitheribeTer  he  |i;oe$  !  his  (**>(  mies  being  unto  faim  but 
briars  and  thorns  entcriiig  thr:  litis  with  a  <.onfuming  fire. 
hen  he  whets  his  glittering  fworti,  and  his  itand  takes  hold 
judgement,  he  **  rrndcrs  vengeance  unto  his  enemiesi  and 
eward  unto  all  them  that  hate  him." 
f .  His  up  coming  to  hia  breaking  work  is  irreridible.  Who 
i  ftay  his  hand,  or  ftop  him  in  his  march  ?  When  Red  fcai 
I  Jordans  of  wrath  and  vengeance  were  in  his  way.  this 
r^er  did  break  through  them ;  when  the  armies  of  earth  and 
1  were  in  his  way,  he  *'  trode  them  in  his  angeri  and 
npled  them  in  his  fury,  aftd  ftained  all  his  raiment  with 
ir  blood.**    And  hence  it  follows, 

L  That  the  up-coming  of  the  Breaker  is  with  much  awful 

j&fty»  and  aftoncfliing  greatnefs.     When  he  came  up  upon 

field  of  this  woridy  he  ftruck  terror  amongft  the  powers  of 

1.  When  they  faw  the  divine  mftjefty  and  greatnefs  that 
s  about  him,  they  cried,  **  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee 
Qt,  thou  Son  of  the  mod  high  God,  art  thou  come  to  tor^ 
nt  us  before  our  time  ?"  When  he  comes  up  to  plead  the 
itTOTerfics  of  Zion,  the  proud  and  wicked  of  the  earth,  that 
tied  it  with  a  high  hand  againlt  his  church  and  people,  they 
uld  then  be  content  to  creep  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks, 
1  caves  of  the  earth,  **  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
ry  of  his  majefty/'  If.  ii.  19.  And  when  is  it  that  they  are 
IS  ftruck  with  terror  ?  It  is  when  the  Lord  comes  up  to  his 
laking  work,  as  you  fee  in  the  clofe  of  that  verfe,  when 
arifeth  terribly  to  (hake  the  earth.  So  much  for  xhtfecond 
ng,  namely,  the  up-coming  of  the  Breaker. 

HI.  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was«  to  inquire  what 

y  be  implied  in  his  coming  up  before  them  T 

but  before  I  go  on  to  this,  you  may  readily  aik,  to  whom  is 

that  he  comes  up  ? 

1  anfwer,  1 .  As  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  he  comes  up  to  the 

eep  of  his  pailure,  to  prcierve  or  deliver  them  from  wolves 

foxes,  that  would  tear  them. 

2.  He  comes  up  as  a  Captain  to  his  foldiers,  to  head  and 
id  them  on  againil  the  armies  of  the  aliens  ;  for  he  is  given 
r  a  "  Leader  and  Commander  to  the  people." 

3.  He  comes  up  as  a  King  to  his  fubjedls,  or  on  the  head  of 
\  armies,  to  rule  and  defend,  to  rcilrain  and  conquer  all  his 
d  their  enemies  ;  as  in  the  clofc  of  the  verfe,  tMir  KingJIjull 
0"  before  them^  and  Jehovah  on  the  htad  of  them,  thus 
u  fee  the  Breaker  comes  up  to  his  ilieep,  his  foldiers,  and 
)je£l3 ;  and  wlioevcr  they  be  that  arc  not  of  that  number, 

the 
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tlio  l^reakcr  cotnes  up  again  II  them,  for  ihtf  are  not  * 

LonlS  Gde. 

Now  TO  come  to  the  queflion,  what  is  imported  in  1 
mm%  up  to  thf  m  ? 

ift^  It  import&p  that  he  has  them  atid  their  cafe  dc 
heart,  that  he  is  hfartily  engaged  ia  their  quarrel^  otb 
how  would  he  come  up  to  thrm  af;  a  Breakeri*  Man^  tk 
the  narTit  of  (hepherds  of  thr  flock  now  a*diys  they  hs 
cafe  of  Chrift's  (hccp,  his  littlr  ones,  fo  Utile  at  hearti  ih 
are  vcTT  cjfy  what  come  of  them,  if  they  get  parro 
the  gre^u  ones  of  the  wnrld  pleafed.  But  howcf^rr  III 
CQunt  thcry  make  of  therm,  and  their  rights  aod  prlvileg 
the  great  Shepherd  has  ihem  fo  near  at  heart ,  that  he 
claied,  that  it  were  better  for  fuch  that  **  a  milldoc 
hanged  about  their  necks,  and  they  cafl  into  the  midft 
fea,  than  that  they  fliould  ofPetid  or  hurt  one  of  the! 
fines/'  At  the  cominj^  up  of  the  Breaker,  the  we 
this  wo  will  be  felt,  however  llttJe  account  fome  ma 
of  it  now,  while  they  are  tearing  the  flock  of  G 
pieces,  and  forcing  them  to  fend  up  many  a  heavy  comp 
heaven. 

idly^  His  coming  up  to  them  implies,  that  their  pa 
hard  and  difficult,  that  their  way  is  lined  with  many  hai 
enemies,  and  difficulties  v  othtrwife  why  would  he  com 
^  Breaker  to  them  ?  Some  think  that  there  is  an  j 
here  to  the  cuftom  of  fending  pioneers  before  the  an 
level  the  way,  and  to  make  rough  places  plain,  th 
march  of  the  army  may  not  be  retarded.  Sirs,  tl 
10  heaven  is  an  up  the-hill  way  ;  it  is  a  thorny  and 
way,  where  we  may  lay  our  account  with  many  did 
and  trials  :  "  In  the  world  (fays  Chrill)  ye  (hall  havt 
?ation."  It  is  not  a  peradventure,  but  a  ffiall  be.  Rev. 
**  Thefe  are  they  who  came  out  of  great  tribulation, 
here  is  your  comfort,  the  Breaker  has  gone  up  before 
has  rolled  the  infuperable  mountains  of  law  and  jullicc, 
wrath,  out  of  the  way;  and  he  has  left  nothing  behind  to 
our  m.arch  to  glory,  but  **  a  few  light  afHiclions  which 
for  a  moment,**  and  lliall  (throu^^h  his  over- ruling  provi 
*'  work  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  we 

3<//3',  His  coming  up  to  them  implies  his  authori 
right  lo  rule  and  govern  them,  as  a  captain-general  h  is 
and  authority  in  the  army.  1  remember  what  the  Lc 
unto  Joihua,  chap.  v.  14.  when  appearing  in  the  fori 
man.  Jofl)ua  aiks  him,  **  Art  thcu  for  us,  or  for  our 
faries  ?"  Nay,  fjys  he,  **  But  as  C;iplain  of  the  holl 
Trvrd  am  1  now  (.ome.*'     tJohere,    the  Breaker  is  ccn: 
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them  ;  it  implies,  that  he  is  a  head  of  government  unto  them, 
and  fo  it  is  implied  in  the  clofe  of  the  verfe,  their  King  JbaU 
pafs  before  tbem^  and  the  Lord  on  the  bead  of  them*  God  has 
fet  his  Chriit  as  his  **  King  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion ;"  he 
hath  given  him  to  be  "  Head  over  all  things  to  the  church  ;** 
and  his  name  is.  The  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  : 
and  accordingly  thcj  acknowledge  his  authority,  faying, 
••  The  Lord  is  our  Kinp,  the  Lord  is  our  Judge,"  &c. 

^thlyjx  implies  not  only  authority,  but  (I rength  and  ability  to 
fupport  it.  The  Breaker  that  goes  up  before  them  is  the 
mighty,  yea,  the  almighty  God  :  his  name  is  Jehovah  that  is 
on  the  head  of  them  :  he  riaes  in  the  heavens  by  his  great 
name  Jah,  for  the  help  of  his  Ifrael,  and  in  his  excellency  on 
the  Iky :  This  is  he  that  **  weighs  the  mountains  in  fcales^ 
and  the  hills  ih  a  balance  ;  who  metes  out  the  heavens  with  a 
fpan,  and  comprehendeth  the  dui^  of  the  earth  in  a  n  tafure.'* 
Oh  !  who  is  able  to  Hand  before  this  mighty  Breaker  that  is 
come  np  before  them  ? 

Stbfy,  It  implies  their  ignorance  and  inability  to  break  up 
their  own  way.  There  are  two  things  wherein  believers  are 
exceedingly  defe&ive,  while  on  their  journey  towards  Ijima- 
anel's  land. 

X.  They  arc  ignorant  of  the  way,  as  Thomas  faid,  John 
adv.  C,  "  How  can  we  know  the  way  ?''  It  is  a  way  which 
lay  hid  in  God,  and  which  none  was  able  to  difcover,  unlefs 
Chrift  had  done  it.  The  Breaker  is  that  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Jndah,  that  breaks  open  the  feven  feals  of  the  book  of  God's 
councils  anent  our  redemption  He  breaks  the  feals  of  the 
book  dodrinally,  by  revealing  the  will  of  God,  and  bringing 
life  and  immortality  to  light :  and  pra£lically,  by  the  power- 
ful working  of  his  Spirit,  giving  us  an  underilanding  to  know 
him,  that  he  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  ;  and  in  this 
way,  the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  fliould  walk  and  not 
crr^  when  the  Breaker  goes  up  before  them. 

2.  Inability  is  another  thing  incident  to  the  faints  while  on 
their  way.  They  want  ft  rength  to  walk  in  the  way,  when  it 
is  revealed.  Well,  but  the  Breaker  ^oes  up  before  them,  and 
he  *'  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  increafes  ftrength  to  them 
that  have  no  might." 

6thly,  The  Breaker  is  gone  up  before  them  ;  it  implies, 
that  he  has  paved  the  road,  and  travelled  the  way  before 
them,  as  their  Leader  and  Commander.  And  there  are  three 
things  efpecially,  wherei:.  Chrift  goes  before  his  people.  * 

I.  In  obedience.  2.  In  fuffering.  3.  In  going  through 
death  into  glory. 
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I.  He  goes  before  us  in  obedience,  for  he  himfelf  was  made 
under  the  law.  Although,  as  to  his  own  perfon»  he  was  above 
the  laWy  being  the  great  Lawgiver^  yet  he  fubmitted  to  obej 
it:  as  a  Surety,  he  fubaiitted  to  obey  it  as  a  covenant ;  and  as  i 
pattern  of  holinefs  and  obedience,  he  fubmitted  to  it  as  a  rule. 
Hence  he  calls  us  to  learn  of  him,  and  to  take  his  yoke  tipon 
us^  particularly  the  yoke  of  obedience  unto  the  law  ?  for^  fajs 
he,  iriy  "  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden  is  light.'*     A  gteen 
yoke  is  galling  and  uneafy  to  the  cattle,  till  it  be  w«U  tvom 
and  ufed.     Well,  fays  Clirift,  *  The  yoke  of  my  law,  1  have 
made  it  eafy,  by  ufing  or  wearing  it  before  you,  I  have  fill- 
filled  it  as  a  covenant,  and  obeyed  it  as  a  rule,  that  it  may  not 
be  uneary.' 

a.  He  goes  before  us  in  fuffering.  "  Chriil  (fays  theapoflle 
Peter)  has  fuffercd  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  we 
ihould  follow  his  lleps,"  i  Pet.  ii.  21.  and  chap.  iv.  1%  •*For- 
afmuch  as  Chrift  hath  fuiFered  for  us  in  the  flefli^  arm  your- 
felves  likewife  with  the  fame  mind,"  viz.  that  ye  mayfbUowhim 
in  the  fame  road  of  fuffering.  Hence  alfo  is  that  of  the  apoflle, 
Heb.  xii.  2.  3.  "Looking  unto  Jcfus  the  Author  and  Finilhcr 
of  onr  faith  ;  who,  for  the  joy  t^-at  was  fet  before  him,  en- 
dured the  crofs,  defpifmg  the  fhame.  Confider  him  that  en- 
dured fuch  contradidion  of  finners  againft  himfelf,  left  ye  be 
wearied  and  faint  in  your  minds." 

3.  Tlie  Breaker  comes  up  before  us  through  death,  and  by 
entering  into  glory  as  our  Forerunner.     Death,  the  king  of 
terrors,  fometimes  looks  with  fuch  an  awful  afped,  that  the 
very  thoughts  of  its  approaching,  is  enough  to  overwhelm  us 
with  fear  and  terror  ;  and  the  apoftle  tells  us  of  fome,  **  who, 
through  fear  of  death,  are  all  their  lifetime  fubje£l  to  bon- 
dage."    Weil,  but  how  may  a  poor  foul  be  delivered  from 
the  fear  of  dtath  ?  Wliy,  here  is  the  antidote ;  the  Breaker  has 
come  up  before  us,  through  the  valley  of  the  fliadow  of  deatbf 
he  has  broken  the  flrength,  and  pulled  outtheftingof  that  for n)i* 
dableall-conquering  monarch,  by  hisdeath  and  refurre£tion  from 
the  dead.     He  has  ihewcd  us,,  that  death  is  not  the  end  of  our 
courfe,  but  a  paiVage  into  a  happy  immortality.     Hence  he 
prouiifes,  that  whofoever  believes  in  him,  ♦*  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  Ihall  he  live."     And  again,  he  (hall  not  fo  be  dc^ 
vourcd  of  death  and  the  grave,  but  "  he  will  raife  him  up  at 
the  laft  day."     Thus  the  apolllc  argues  at  large,  i  Cor.  xv. 
12 — 21.  Chriil  has  gone  before  us  through  death,  ver.  20. 
and- become  the  "  firll  fruits  of  them  that  ileep.''    Had  Chrift 
pafied  into  heaven  before  he  died,  as  Enoch  and  Elias,  vc 
pad  wanted  the  great  pledge  and  evidence  of  a  future  immor- 
tality. 


^.  Bat  Gbrift»*wtliegi«RtCipt»mofoar^4Tat^  he 
nedy  he  idk4»  aad  then  entered  uito  his  glorjr ;  to  aflfure 
Att  in  this  sooi  we  nie  to  fidlow  him,  thai  we  mvf  he 
hhim. 

'Afy^  The  Bfmhr  ii  com  10  i(^#  /ikm;  it  imidies  his 
ting  and  difiBooi&ting  all  tb«e  enemies  that  ftood  in  the 
r  01  9ur  falvatkm. 

Che  prindpal  enemies  the  believer  has  to  grapple  with  are 
b^  I.  Satan;  a., Sin;  3.  The  world;  and,  4.  death.  Now, 
Breaker,  by  going  up  be&re  us,  routed  and  broke  the 
Pigth  of  all  theie  enemies. 

:;  As  for  Satan,  he  has  broifed  his  head,  and  through  death 
cxoje4  him* 

I.  As  fi>r  the  woild,  he  has  vaqquifhed  .both  its  fmiling  and 
ivniog  things :  ^  Be  of  good  comiprt  (&7S  he),  I  have  over- 
SO  the  worUL" 

|«  As  &r  fin,  he  has  *'*  finiflied  tranfgref&eo,  and  made  an 
.  of  fin  :  aqd  eondenmed  fin  in  the  fleih."  Bj  his  facri- 
oa  the  crois,  he  condemned  it  as  an  arch*  traitor  againft 
iven. 

I*  As  for  death,  he  entered  the  territories  of  the  grave,  and 
iled  it  of  its  power  and  ftrength :  *'  O  death,  I  wfll  be  thjr 
gnc ;  Q  grave,  I  will  be  thy  deftmaion."  Thefc  enemies 
^  m  attempt  upon  the  Sou  of  God,  but  (bey  were  all 
led  in  the  enterprise :  The  Breaker  th^t  went  up  before 
his  liroken  and  (kattered  them»  to  that  we  have  no  caufe 
fi^r  them-  We  fee  by  what  Chrift  hath  done,  that  thefe 
emies  are  not  invincible ;  tha(  their  power  is  not  incon^ 
inlalde ;  they  were  conquered  by  him  as  our  Hea4  and  He- 
slentative  in  our  caufe  and  quarrel ;  and  therefore  we  may^ 
fiuth,  take  up  and  divide  the  fpoils,  faying,  **  Thanks  bn 
to  God,  which  always  caufe  thus  to  triumph  in  Chrift  ;** 
*  what  was  done  by  the  Head,  in  his  own  perfon,  ihall  ihort« 
be  dope  in  all  the  members. 

Bot  further,  I  fay,  that  Chrift,  by  his  engaging  with  thefe 
:mies,  has  quite  maimed  and  difarcned  them,  and  taken  a^ 
gr  ^ir  right  to  hurt  any  of  his  frieods  and  followers.  By 
t  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works,  thefe  enemies  have  a 
r-right  over  all  the  children  of  men :  the  curfe  of  the  bro- 
B  law  gave  Satan  a  law-right  to  rule,  the  world  to  vex,  fin 
enflave,  death  to  deftroy  us,  and  give  us  up  to  hell :  All 
s  was  contained  in  that  **  hand-writing  which  was  againft 
t  and  contrary  to  us.'*  But  now,  I  iay,  Chrift  upon  the  crob 
e  and  cancelled  that  hand- writing,  by  fatisfying  juftice,  and 
x>ming  a  curfe  for  us;  and  ever  fince,  the  devil  has  no 

law- 


Your  law-riglu  fcIJ  to  the  groun 
Head  ami  Surety  tore  the  hand-writing  that  wa< 
And  you  know,  whatever  power  or  ilrcngth  an 
have,  yet  it  weakens  and  difpirits  him  exceeding! 
Uw-right  is  challeoged,  and  he  cannot  (hew  it ;  bei 
cafe>  bis  a£lions  are  but  Ticious  intromiffions,  an 
treated  as  a  thief  and  robber.  So  then,  learn 
your  enemies  upon  a  law-ground,  upon  the  fo< 
death  and  fatisfaiflion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  this  would 
you  with  courage  in  your  ireGilance,  and  difpirit  t 
attacks. 

8/A/y,  The  Breaker  is  gone  up  before  them;  it 
Way  to  heaven  is  patent,  and  that  there  is  no  leg: 
pediment  to  (top  or  hinder  their  paflage  to  the  la 
whither  the  Breaker  is  gone  up.  Chrift  has  coi 
as  a  Surety  and  Reprefentattve,  and  by  his  obed 
death,  has  given  complete  fatisfadtion  to  the  lav 
of  God,  and  fo  has  cleared  the  way  of  all  legal  ii 
arifing  from  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant, 
that  k^lieversy  through  the  death  and  refurreAic 
are  put  in  a  capacity  to  challenge  all  adverfiiries 
tions,  faying,  as  Rom.  viii.  37.  34.  **  Who  (hall  1 
to  the  charge  of  God's  ele£t  ?  It  is  God  that  jui 
is  he  that  condemneth?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  ye 
is  rifen  a^airr,  who  is  even  at  the  right-hand  of  ( 
fo  maketh  interceflion  tor  us  :"  As  if  the  apoftlc  1 
Breakir  is  come  up  bifcre  us  ;  ajul  therefore,  what 
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be  net  difmayed,  for  I  am  tfiy  God :  I  will  help  tbee,  yea,  I 
wiH  ftrengthcn  thee,  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  ri^ht- 
hand  of  my  righteoufncfs."  Accordingly,  when  faith  view* 
the  prefence  of  a  reconciled  God  in  Chriil,  it  contemns  and 
defpifes  the  mod  threatening  dangers,  Pfal.  xxiii.  4.  "  Yea, 
though  I  pafs  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I 
will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me.'* 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was,  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  and 
reafons  of  this  difpenfation,  why  doth  Chrift  break  up  the 
way  to  his  people  ?  why  doth  he  come  up  upon  the  field  in 
their  quarrel  ? 

Anfiv.  xfti  Becaufe  they  were  gifted  to  him  of  the  Father, 
as  a  heritage  and  poifeflion,  Pfal.  ii.  John  xvii.  ^^  Thine  they 
were,  and  thou  gavcft  them  me."  Now  Chrift  makes  very 
much  of  his  Father's  gift,  they  are  beloved  of  him  for  his  Fa- 
ther's fake ;  and  for  the  fake  of  his  Father  who  gave  him  themi 
he  will  break  up  the  way  before  them. 

7,diy,  Becaufe  they  are  the  purchafe  of  his  blood,  be  has 
bought  them  from  the  hand  of  juflice,  at  a  dear  rate.  The 
blcfled  Breaker  was  broken  in  their  quarrel,  **  He  was  wound* 
edfor  their  tranfgrefTions,  and  bruifedfor  their  iniquity;**  arid 
therefore  it  is  no  wonder  tnat  he  comes  up  in  their  caufe,.and 
opens  the  way  to  them  through  the  armies  of  hell. 

3^/p,  Becaufe  his  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  to  lead  them  in 
their  way  through  all  the  difficulties  of  their  pilgrimage,  *<  I 
will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  they  knew  not,'*  &c.  "  I  will 
never  leave  thee,  I  will  never  forfake  thee  ;  1  will  contend 
with  him  that  contendeth  with  thee,  and  I  will  fave  thy  chiU 
dren.** 

.  ^hly^  Becaufe  he  is  to  give  an  account  of  them  unto  his 
Father,  who  gave  them  to  him.  The  day  comes,  when  Chrift 
will  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  the  Father,  that  God  may  be 
itU  in  all,"  When  the  prefent  adminiftration  of  Chrift,  as 
olAediator,  comes  to  an  end,  Chrift  will  **  gather  all  his  eleft 
^'together/*  and  fay,  "  Here  am  i,  and  the  children  whom  thou 
Uiaft  given  me.'*     Now,  that  he  may  make  a  faithful  account 

tof  them,  he  will  break  up  their  way  before  them. 
phly^  Chrift  breaks  up  their  way,  becaufe  they  cannot  break 
[«p  their  own  way  ;  "  While  we  were  yet  without  ftrength,  in 
[due  time  Chrift  died.**  Believers  arc  a  feeble  folk,  infufficient 
W  themfelves  to  think  or  do  any  thing  of  themfelves :  Now, 
the  Lord  loves  "  to  perfeft  ftrength  in  their  weaknefs,  and 
pat  of  weaknefs  to  make  ftrong,  for  he  is  a  ftrength  to  the 
poor,  and  a  ftrength  to  the  needy,  in  their  diftrefs." 
6thlyy  He  breaks  their  way,  and  comes  up  before  them,  be- 
Vol.  III.  3  L  ca^ff 
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C^utt  they  trud  in  him  a&  their  Lcailer  and  CommandeT 
he  wll  rot  betray  their  truft  :  no,  he  will  anfwcr  the  ei| 
tion  of  the  poor  i  "'  This  poor  mzn  cried,  mnd  the  Lord! 
They  looked  unto  him,  and  were  lighjened/' 

7/^,  He  comes  up  before  them  as  a  mighty  Breaker 
lie  **  may  it  til  the  enemy  and  the  avenger  /'  th^t  he  tni 
amends  of  Satan  for  difturbing  the  creation  of  God^  difi 
ing  his  works,  ftriking  at  his  Fjiher**  image,  and  maki 
attempt  upon  man*  whom  he  had  planted  as  his  vice 
this  lower  world.  Therefore,  immediately  after  the  fa 
Ijord  telli  that  enemy,  chat  he  would  bruife  hi&  head, 
him,  and^alt  his  works  in  pieces^  and  fo  avenge  our  q 
upon  that  ufurping  enemy  ;  **  The  day  of  vengeance  (fa 
"is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  comc^' 

8/^/y>  He  comes  up  as  a  Breaker  in  thtir  qu.irrel,  b 
of  the  near  and  4ear  relation  that  he  has  come  undci 
them.  He  is  their  Redeemer,  and  will  he  not  come  up 
quarrel  of  his  ranfomed  ones  ?  He  is  their  evcrlafting  I 
and  will  he  not  come  up  before  his  children,  his  feed  it 
XiOrd  hath  given  him  ?  Yea,  for  **  like  as  a  Father  piti( 
children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him." 
their  Shepherd,  and  will  he  not  break  the  way  to  his  11 
follow  him  i  Yea  furely,  for  he  leadeih  '*  Jofeph  as  a  fit 
He  (hall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  he  will  carry  tl 
his  bofom  ;  and  (hall  gently  lead  thofc  that  arc  with  y 
He  is  their  Hufband  and  Bridegroom,  and  will  he  nc 
the  way  through  all  oppofition  of  hell  for  his  beloved 
whom  he  hath  betrothed  to  himfelf  for  ever  ?  He  i 
King,  Captain,  and  General,  and  will  he  not  appear 
quarrel  of  his  foldiers,  and  head  them  in  their  march  to 
Yea,  iheir  King  JJj all pafs  before  ibc':i.  Thus  much  for  0 
the  words  in  a  doclrmai  way. 
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l^A^  ii*  13. — The  Breaker  ii  come  vp  de/hre  thtm;  they  ham 
frdten  up^  and  hir^e  pofftd  through  the  gate,  and  are  /onM 
mt  by  it,  and  their  King  Jhaii  pap  hefon  them,  and  fhf^ 
yard  (or  Jehovah)  an  the  head  of  them, 

THfe  StCOND  SEiMON  OH  THlS^Tbir. 

HAVING  difcufled  the  do£^rinal  part  in  a  former  dih> 
«ourfe»  I  ito^  proceed  to  the  AppUcdtiofu 
Uld  iheJSrft  afe  ihaU  be  of  inforHuuioh. 
IriNm  what  his  been  faid  we  may  fee, 
.  Whence  U  it  ikit  the  trtie  church  of  Chrift  U  ^  terrible 
a  army  with  banners/^  Why^  the  Breaker  id  in  the  mid(fc 
cFt  anid  cornea  up  before  her:  When  JehoTah  is  on  her 
I9  file  cannot  mifs  to  be  a  terror  to  the  gates  of  hell,  and 
ts  auxiliaties.  Ton  have  a  paflage  to  this  purpofe,  in  Pfal. 
i*  I.  2.  compared  with  verfes  3.  5.  6.  7.  **  in  Judah  is  God 
im  ;  bis  name  is  gteat  in  Ifrael.  In  Salem  alfo  is  his  la- 
acle»  and  his  dwelling-phce  in  Zion*  There  brake  he  the 
ivs  of  the  bow,  the  fhield  and  the  fword^  and  the  battle.* 
h.  The  ftout-hearted  are  fpoiled,  they  have  flept  their 
»  ;  and  none  of  the  men  of  might  have  found  their  hands  s 
thy  rebuke,  O  God  of  Jacob,  bdth  the  chariot  and 
e  are  caft  into  a  dead  fleep.  Tiiou,  even  thou,  art  to  be 
fd  ;  and  who  niay  (land  in  thy  fight  when  once  thou  art 

dly^  Sec  hence  whence  it  19,  that  God*s  Jerufalem  proved 
iidenfome  (lone,  and  they  that  hurt  her,  do  it  to  their 
I  coft  in  the  ifTue.  Why,  the  Bteaker  comes  up,  and  ap- 
rs  in  tht  iquarrcl,  in  his  own  time;  Some,  bold  (Irokes  are 
rn  at  this  day  at  the  carved  work  of  God^s  temple,  inva- 
s  made  upon  the  fundamental  rights  and  privileges  of"  the 
rch,  atid  of  God's  people  particularly,  in  choofing  their 
I  paftors ;  patrons  and  corrupt  clergymen,  and  their  fol- 
trs,  arc  peeling  and  fpoiling  the  fpoufe  cff  Chrift,  and  "  ta^* 
I  away  her  vail  ffom  her/*  But  wait  a  little^  till  the 
aker  come  up,  till  Jehovah  ^nter  the  field,  and  then  we 
fee  breach  tor  breach.  I  read  you  a  word- for  this,  Ift 
*ii.  12.  13.  16.  **  Behold,  all  ijicy  that  were  incenfe4 

again(^ 


4jft  Ihc  Bftaiir  typtfdng  up 

tgainft  thee  (hall  be  afhamed  and  confounded  \  they  ft 
as  nothing,  and  they  that  ^uvt  with  thee  (hall  perilh 
fliak  fcek  theni  and  fh^lt  not  find  them^  even  them  tha 
tended  with  thei: ;  they  thar  war  a  gain  (I  thc£  ihall  be 
thing,  and  as  a  thing  of  nought.  For  I  the  Lord  thr  Gc 
hold  I* by  righc  handy  faying  unto  chee^  Fear  noty  I  m'l 
thee," 

3 J/)',  Sec  hence  whence  it  is  that  the  true  church  c 
at  any  time  falls  into  the  hand  of  the  enenny,  though  J( 
be  her  Head,  her  Patron,  and  Proteflor :  Why,  the  n 
of  it  lies  here,  (he  fins  away  her  Breaker,  by  not  fol 
him  in  the  toad  that  he  has  broken  up  to  her*  Chri 
traTelled  the  road,  he  hath  (hewed  us  the  way  both  as  i 
trine,  difcipline,  wor(hip|  and  government :  Now,  wh( 
fible  church  doth  not  follow  him,  but  will  needs,  like 
follow  other  leaders,  and  walk  after  the  commandm 
joden,  and  manage  the  a(rair8  of  Chri (I's  kingdom,  ac< 
to  the  plan  of  worldly  politics,  whereby  the  kingdoms 
world  are  ru'cd  and  governed;  in  that  cafe,  (he  dots 
low  her  King,  (he  pra<£lically  difowns  Jehovah  foi  hei 
and  thereupon  (lie  is  difmantled  of  her  walls  of  falv^ti 
chariots  and  horfemen  are  gone,  and  in  that  cafe,  xht 
out  of  the  wood  doth  waftc  her,  and  the  wild  bead 
lield  devours  her."  The  church  of  Chrift  can  neve: 
but  by  treading  the  footfteps  of  Chrift,  the  Breaker, 
gone  up  before  us,  he  having  •*  left  an  example, 
ihould  follow  his  (leps  *." 

i\ihlyy  See  hence  the  mod  efFccflnal  way  to  (^op  th( 
of  def  (Stion  that  we  have  been  going  into  for  a  coiil 
tracSl   of  timr,  when   religion  is  very  low  and  langi 
^vhcn  a  corrupt  p-uty,  or  a  church  are  prcvaillTig  ; 
error  like  a  ^angrciie  is  prevailing,  and  the  found-itioi 
out  of  courfe  j"  what  is  the  bell  n^cthod  in  that  cale  to 
enemy  th..t  comes  in  like   a  ilood  ?    Why,  in  that  c 
Ihould  Call  the  mighty  Breaker,  that  he  may  come  ha 
to  ur^,  for  whenever  he  appears,   (htii  the  enemy  th:. 
in  like  a  flood  is  drive?i  back,  Pfil.  cxiv.  3.  4.  *•   The 
Jordan  is  driven  back,  the  mountains  ikip  like  ran.s, 
litile  liills  like  lambs."      Yea,  vcr.  7    the  very   *<  t  ^tl 
trembling  at  the  prefence  of  the  God  of  Jicob." 
**  He  turr.s  the  rock   into   ilanding  water,  zvA  the  f 
a  fountain  of  waters/' 

^tkly^  bee  hence  whence  it  u  that  "  tliC  lii^hieous 

*  Sec  more  on  this  fubj'.vfl:  in  my  uthf  i^s  Synr>(jical  ftrrr 
Pf^l.  cxviii.  **  i  he  .Sto"e  which  the  iiuiiUcri  rLfuIed,  the  i". 
come  Ihc  Head  of  the  Corner.'' 
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his  way,  and  waxes  firouger  and  ftronger/'  notwlthftandip^ 
of  his  having  the  powers  of  hell,  the  world,  and  indwelling 
corruption,  to  wre (lie  with.  Why,  here  i&  the  reafon  of  it^ 
the  Breaiir  is  gone  up  before  him^  he  hath  opened  hifi  way^  he 
hath  Jehovah  on  his  head,  as  the  Captain  of  his  falvatton:  and 
heiice  it  is,  that  **  though  the  archers  fhoot  at  him,  and  grieve 
hiniA  yet  his  bow  abideth  in  its  ftreiigth,  and  the  arms  of  his 
hands  are  made  (Irong,  by  the  hands  of  the  mighty  God  of 
Jacob." 

XJkfecond  of  this  doarirte  is  of  Trial. 
Is  it  fo  that  the  glorious  Redeemer  is  the  Breaker  up  of  the 
way  to  glory,  and  that  he  comes  up  as  a  mighty  Champion  to 
fight  their  battles  againA  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  ?  Then, 
Sirs,  may  we  not  cry  on  this  occaiion  ?    <<  Who  is  on  die 
Lord's  fide  ?"    Are  you  for  this  Breaker,  or  are  you  againft 
him  ?    The  whole  race  of  Adam  are  divided  between  Chrift 
and  the  devil,  they  muft  either  be  of  the  feed  of  the  woman,  or 
the  feed  of  the  ferpent ;  it  will  not  prove  you  to  be  on  the 
Lord's  (ide  that  you  are  called  Chriftians,  for  many  that  bear 
that  name  were  never  anointed  with  his  Spirit,  and  *^  if  any 
man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his:''  It  will 
not  prove  you  to  be  on  his  fide,  that  you  have  been  admitted 
to  a  communion  table ;  for  many  will  plead  on  the  day  of  ac- 
counts, *'  Lord,  Lord,  we  have  eaten  and  drunken  in  thy  pre- 
fence  *,"  yea,  fome  will  be  capable  to  fay  more,  namely,  that 
they  ''  have  prophefied  in  his  name,  and  done  many  wonder- 
ful works  in  his  name ;"  and  yet  he  will  utterly  difown  them, 
faying,  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity,  I  never 
knew  you :"     And  therefore  you  need  fome  other  things  to 
didinguiCli  you  from  others,  or  to  prove  that  you  are  on  the 
fide  of  this  mighty  Breaker,  who  came  up  before  the  armiea 
of  Ifrael. 

^"<A'  How  (hall  I  know  whether  I  be  on  his  fide,  or 
againd  him?  In  anfwer  unto  this  qucdion,  I  (hall  go  no  fur- 
ther for  marks  than  th:  text  itfelf. 

I/?,  Then,  I  a(k  you  for  trial,  have  you  broken  up  from 
your  natural  bondage  and  captivity  ?  Every  finner  is«  bv  na- 
ture, a  captive,  a  prifoner  in  chains,  held  fail  in  the  "  gall  of 
bitternefs,  and  under  the  bond  of  iniquity,"  Now,  Chrift 
having  purchafed  liberty  with  his  blood,  hf  comes  tn  a  gafpel- 
difpenfation,  and  *^  proclaims  liberty  to  the  captives,  ^fid  the 
opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  ;*'  Now,  the 
queftion  that  I  a(k  is,  Whether  has  the  Lord  ever,  by  the 
power  of  his  Spirit,  determined  you  to  brei*k  up,  and  fhake 
oflF  your  fpiritual  fetters  ?  Has  the  chain  oi  fpiritual  d-ti kncfa, 
been  broken  by  the  light  of  the  Lord  fhining  into  your  hearts 
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Has  tTie  chain  of  enmity  been  broken  by  ihe  love  of  God  ftied 
abroad  in  your  hearts  by  tbc  Holy  Gholt :  Hag  clic  chain  of 
unbelief  bf  en  broken  off*  Co  that  nowr  you  would  give  ^  thou* 
fand  worlds  co  be  rid  of  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  that  caufca 
yon  to  depart  from  the  imng  God  ?  Hare  tou  broken  up 
from  all  the  unfruitful  works  of  datkticfs,  and  been  made  to 
fty  with  Ephralm^  •*  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  widi 
idol*.^" 

2dl}\  I  art:  for  trial,  Have  you  /J^rf  ihrough  thi  gatt  ?   Fop 
they  chat  foliovr  the  Breaker,  as  they  break  up,  fo  ihty  pafi 
ttwQugh  the  gate*     And  I  will  tell  you  of  a  two- fold  gate  you 
have  readily  padcd  through,  if  you  be  follow<rs  of  Chriib 
KThe  law-gate-     And,  2.  The  gofpelgate. 
(i.)  Many  pafs  through  the  law^gatc  of  canviflion,  wl» 
yet  never  pafs  through  the  gofpel-^are  ofbelieving  in  the  Scm 
of  God.     Dot  1  do  not  think  thert  are  any  adult  pcrfons  tbit 
fhtU  ever  paft  the  ^atc  of  the  gofpel,  without  pa  (Ting  the  gate 
*    of  the  law,  "  for  the  law  is  our  fchool-malkr  to  bring  us  unltJ 
Chrift/^     So  then,  I  alk  you,  have  you  paflrd  the  law- gate  of 
convi£tion,  terror,  and  humiltatidn  r    Has  Chrift,  the  might? 
Breakers  taken  the  hammer  of  his  law,  and  broken  the  rock 
to  pieces  ?  Has  he  made  thee  even  to  fall  a- trembling  with  the 
jailor  ?  and  made  you  to  cry,  **  What  muft  1  do  to  be  faved  ?*' 
J  do  not  limit  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  to  any  dinted  meafure  of 
law- work*  He  afls  as  a  Sovereign,  both  in  difpenfing  the  ti,r- 
roTS  of  his  hiw,  and  the  confolatiotis  of  ih^:  golpel :    But  this, 
I  think|  I  may  fay  with  fafety,  chat  no  fmner  uill  ever  fly  to  a 
Sftviour,  till  he  fee,  that  if  God  mark  his  iniquity,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  his  hw,  he  cannot  ftand  befose  him.     But,  as 
1  fatd,  many  go  through  this  gate  of  law^terrors  and  convic* 
Uon,  who  never  go  further^     Cain,  Judas,  Fclii,  and  manf 
Othei^^  arc  ftaiTding  witnefTes  of  the  truth  of  this.   And  there* 
fere» 

(a.)  The  main  inquiry  is,  whether  you  have  tcally  pafFcd 
t  "  the  ftraitand  narrow  way  of  beiievin^  in  the  Son  of  God?" 
Ghrilt  is  tiie  onlj^  gnte  and  Joor  of  f.ilvation  for  a  loft  (inner, 
-  John  Xi  p.  Heh*  k,  19*  20-  and  a  btiieviniT  In  him  is  an  enter* 
ing  in  at  God's  door,  an  enterinj^  into  God's  reft,  a  fUte  of 
peace,  favour,  and  fellowfhip,  whh  God*  Now,  1  fjy^  have 
you  entered  in  at  this  door  by  believing  in  the  Lord  Jefui 
Chrift  ?  I  remember  Chriit  f^ays,  **  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  nar- 
row is  the  way  which  leadtth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that 
find  it," 

And  if  you  be  among  ihefe  fewj  I  will  tell  you  of  two  or 
three  things  you  hive  left  behind  you  ;  '*  For  it  is  eaiier  for  a 
camel  to  go  thrcugh  the  eye  of  a  needle/*  than  for  a  man  to 
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|wy  then)  along  with  him,  in  ht*  f^tt^gt  through  thi«  **  gi«« 
iliclicvii>g  ia  the  Lord  Jcfui  Chnit/' 

%/it  Yoa  have  left  fell  baiind  jon  :  For,  Oyi  Chrift,  **  If 
r  m^n  will  come  after  mc»  let  him  detir  bimfeif/'  patrlictt^ 
l^t  felf-righteoufuc^s,  or  the  woiiu  ot  tae  bWp  m  point  of 
Ufication  and  ^cept^nce.  This  aiQ  ocTer  go  in  thratigh 
[  gate  i  no,  no,  **  rubUcans  :u)d  h^riais  (fjy i  Chrtfl  to  the 
flight  CO  us  Ph4nre<:s)  go  uico  the  kiiig«k>oi  of  Cod  before 
i"  So  foon  afi  ever  P^ui  p4fl?d  ihnmgh  thii  g^ce,  thou^ii 
fore  be  was,  *'  louching  the  ri^hKoufners  whi^h  ii  in  (lie 
^,  blame kr»,"  yet  ihrn  he  re'.kcne4  it  but  dunj^* 
|/£^,  You  hive  left  yoar  fin»  mnd  \uA%  behind  yon*  The 
^w  gate  of  faJir^ttoo  vvi;l  not  ;^dnitt  of  thclc  nctthcT  :  fo 
b  as  eVcr  a  man  emeri  ibis  g^itt,  he  crwti  wkii  Ephramii 
nrhat  have  I  to  dq  any  more  wtdi  iiloU  ?  if  i  hive  done  iai* 
Ety,  1  will  do  no  more /*  Yea,  though  ti^cy  wtrc  ^i  dear 
I  near  to  him  aa  hi^  right  handj  and  Im  n^ht  cjrt^  he  will 

fparc  th^m:  No,  he  cafu  them  all  to  th^  moles  and  b^t^^ 

wages  war  for  ever  a^amil  eve^y  kut}wn  fin* 
^dfy^  Yom  lufc  icft  tlie  love  oi  the  ^vor^i  t  for  **  if  any 
n  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  ii  nut  in  Inm* 
c  friendfliip  of  this  world  is  enmity  with  God  ;*'  The  love 
God  and  the  love  of  the  world  cannot  reiga  in  the  fame 
in  ;  **  No  nian  can  ferve  two  maiters,  we  cannot  ftrve  God 
1  Mammon."  bo  foon  as  ever  a  man  paiTes  through  thib  gate, 
gets  the  eye  of  his  undcrftanding  opened,  to  lee  that  God's 
dt£k  of  it  is  true,  that  it  is  all  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit. 
d  then  as  he  falls  oat  of  conceit  with  the  things  oi  this 
rid,  as  his  portion,  fo  he  quits  the  ways  and  courfes  of  this 
rid)  according  to  that  exhortation  oi  the  apoltle,  ^'  Be  not 
iformcd  to  this  world,  but  be  ye  transformed  by  ihc  renewing 
jfour  mind,"  And  particularly  he  quits  carnal  reafoo  and 
icy,  as  his  guide,  in  the  things  of  Chrid,  and  matters  that 
iccrn  the  glory  of  God,  and  falvation  of  his  foul.     As  you 

ia  the  apoftle  Paul,  fo  foon  as  **  it  plcafed  God  (fays  he) 
reveal  his  Son  ip  me,  immediately  1  conferred  not  with 
h  and  blood." 
\£A/y,  AVc  are  told  here  alfo,  that  the  followers  of  Chrift, 

glorious  Breaker,  •*  go  out  at  thc^atc  that  he  breaks  up 
iicra."     An  cxprefiion  like  this  we  hare,  John  x.  p.  «  I 

the  door  :  By  me,  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  (hall  be  faved, 

ihail  go  m  and  out,  and  find  pafturc."  So  foon  as  the 
r  foul  pafTes  through  the  gate,  he  finds  fomc  things  with- 

the  gate  as  it  were,  which  he  could  never  find  before.  I 
1  inftancc  a  few,  among  many  things,  he  goes  out  to,  when 
c  paffcs  through  the  gate." 

I.  He 


2.  He  goes  out  from  death  to  life.  The  mar 
pailtd  this  gate,  was  dead,  legally  dead,  fpirituall 
every  moment  in  danger  of  going  down  to  the  (o 
but  now  he  enters  into  life^  into  a  life  of  juflifica^ 
the  hand-Mrriting  cancelkd  and  crofs-fcored  by  t 
the  Lamb.  "  There  is  no  condemnation  to  thcro 
Chrift  Jefus:"  No,  they  arc  alive  unto  God  thn 
He  enters  into  a  life  of  fandilication  and  holinefs 
who  before  was  wallowing  among  the  pots,  gets  tl 
the  Lord  his  God  put  upon  him ;  whereby  he  is  nn 
like  the  wings  of  a  dove.  He  enters  into  a  life  of 
arifing  from  the  intercourfe  and  fellowfhtp  that  h 
with  the  Lord.  The  light  of  God's  countenanc 
gladnefs  in  his  heart,  *Mhan  when  corn,  and  wi 
doth  abound."  In  a  word,  a  nfian  no  fooner  goes 
gate,  than  he  enters  into  life  eternal :  <•  For  he  tl 
bon  hath  life.  He  that  believeth  in  the  Son  hat! 
life."  And,  like  an  heir  of  fuch  inheritance,  he  ca 
*'  like  a  ftrangcr  in  the  earth,  looking  for  a  city 
foundations,  whofe  builder  aiid  maker  is  God." 

3.  The  man  goes  out  from  bondage:  The  boi 
Satan,  and  the  curfe,  ♦♦  unto  the  glorious  liberty 
dren  of  God  :'*  »So  that  the  man  does  not  look  on  i 
as  a  piece  of  thraldom,  like  Doeg,  to  be  detaine< 
Lord,  in  his  ordinances.  No,  no,  he  is  ready 
xxvii.  4.  *'  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  j 
I  feck  after,  that  1  may  dwell  in  the  houle  of  the 
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icoufocfs;  and  he  is  ic-^dy  to  fay  with  Divid/*  O  that  my  ways 
ircre  dirc£lcd  to  keep  thy  flatutes  I  My  foul  brcaketh  with 
he  longiDg  rlut  it  hath  utuo  thy  righteous  judgements  at  all 
imcs^"     liut  I  do  not  itUiil  fuiihcr  on  this  aC^e* 


IlCAH  ii.  13 — Tie  hreaker  is  come  up  he/ore  them  ;  they  hai)i 
iroken  up,  and  have  paffed  through  the  gate,  and  are  gohi 
out  by  it;  and  their  king  Jhall  pafs  before  them,  and  the 
JLord  (or  Jehovah^  on  the  head  of  them. 


THE  tHlRD  SERMOlf   ON  tHlS  TEXt, 

n^'jt  A  third  ufc  I  make  of  the  doftrinc,  may  be  by  way 
f^trajf  j^  ^£  TVrr^r  unto  all  the  wicked  and  ungodlv 
rorld,  who  are  living  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  rebellion  againit 
kxl. 

This  mighty  Breaker  will  take  the  field  againft  you^  and  0»  ^ 
rhen  he  whets  '*  his  glittering  fword,  and  his  hand  takes  hold 
a  judgement,  he  will  render  rengeance  unto  his  enemies*" 

^u^.  Who  are  they  that  may  be  ranked  among  that  numb- 
er of  the  enemies  of  Chri(t|  whom  he  will  break,  as  with  a 
:>d  of  iron  ?    I  anfwer, 

jfty  The  great  potentates  of  the  earth,  who  do  not  employ 
heir  power  in  the  fervice  of  his  kingdom ;  or  who  employ 
heir  power  to  the  hurt  and  prejudice  of  his  caufe  and  intereit 
ti  the  world  :  They  are  not  exempted  from  his  authority,  no^ 
hey  muft  (land  on  a  level  with  others  before  this  awful 
breaker ;  Pfal.  ii.  9.  "  Thou  (halt  break  them  with  a  rod  of 
ron,  thou  (halt  dafh  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  ve(rel.  Be 
vife  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings,  be  inftru&ed,  ye  judges  o£ 
be  earth."  When  men  of  power  and  authority  begin  to  kick 
gainft  him,  he  can,  with  the  greatelt  eafe,  be  avenged  on 
hem,  for  he  "  (hall  cut  o(F  the  Spirit  of  princes  s  he  is  ter- 
ible  to  the  kings  of  (jhe  earth ;  he  pours  contempt  upon  priu* 
es,  and  Orikes  throu^  kings  in  the  day  of  his  wrath." 

yoL.  111.  3  M  2dly, 
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2dlyt  This  mighty  Brt^alc^-r  will,  in  his  own  time,  tl 
field  agamil  all  unfaithful  iriniftcrs  urd  flitphcrdf,  »I 
Aead  of  feeding  the  flock  of  Chiifl,  feed  thcmfeltes  wi 
fat ;  and  who,  inftead  of  g^aihermp,  rfo  fcattcr  the  Lord' 
and  rule  them  with  rijrour  and  cruelty.  To  this  purp( 
may  read  the  whole  34th  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  from  the 
iiing  to  the  end,  at  your  own  leifure,  and  fee  whether 
that  paiTage  be  applicable  to  any  of  us,  who  are  callci 
herds  hi  this  day. 

3J/y,  The  breaker  will  take  the  field  againft  all  i; 
perfons,  who  live  in  darknefs  in  the  midft  of  light ;  • 
people  of  no  underftanding ;  therefore  he  that  made  th 
not  have  mercy  on  them,  and  he  that  formed  them  wi 
them  no  favour," 

^ih/y^  Againft  all  unbelievers,  who  rcjeft  t)ie  offcri 
grace  through  Chrift:  *'  He  that  believeth  not  is  con< 
already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."  '. 
come  "  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  all  that  kr 
God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel." 

C//6/)',  Againft  all  nominal  profcfrors,  who  reft  fatlsH 
a  name  to  live,  whi'ft  dead  in  Cm. 

Gihly^  Againft  ail  covenant  breakers,  who  deal  Aec 
with  God  or  man,  in  the  matter  of  fcknin  vows,  whei 
tional  or  perfonal  •,  a  heavy  charge,  which  we  in  this  \.\ 
take  home,  and  for  which,  it  is  to  he  feared,  God  will  1 
ged  on  us :  *•  Shall  he  break  the  covenant,  and  be  dtli 
No,  fays  the  Lord,  "  I  will  bring  a  fword  upon  you, 
Ihall  avenge  the  quarrel  of  my  covenant." 

'^ihlyy  He  will  come  up  as  a  Breaker  againft  all  a; 
and  backiliders,  who  feemed  to  run  well  in  the  wavs  ( 
but  quickly  turn  afide,  like  a  dtctitful  bow,  unto  crooke 
Many  of  you  have  been  lifting  up  your  hands  to  tl 
high  God  at  a  com.munion  table,  making  a  folemn  pr 
to  God,  angels,  and  men,  that  you  will  follow  the  Lor 
tlieifoevcr  he  goes :  Oh,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  beware  0 
a  perfidious  part  with  G^  d.y  like  thcfc,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  35. 
remembered  God  as  their  Rock,  and  the  high  God  : 
Redeemer,  but  whofe  hearts  were  not  right  with  him, 
were  they  ftedfiift  in  his  covenant,"  vcr.  37.  For  bac 
in  htart  fh  ill  be  fill  d  with  thrir  own  wayb.  No  man 
his  hand  to  God's  plough,  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for  i 
dom  of  God. 

^ihlyy  Againft  all  unclean  perfoiu  who  wallow  in  th( 
of  their  abominable  lufts,  Heb.  xiii.  4.  **  Whore  mon^ 
adulterers  God  will  judge."     You  are  by  name   and 
excluded  out  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  i  Cor.  vi.6— 
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^thfyf  Agaitifl  All  the  proud  joJ  haUi^hty  ones  of  the  earthy 
who  carry  themf^Iv.is  infokntly  towards  others,  as  if  they 
were  not  their  fellow  creatures,  or  worthy  to  be  fr^t  wuh  the 
dogs  of  their  fln  ki  All  uho  pride  themfelves  in  their  rich^s^ 
ornaments,  wifdom,  honours,  or  prt ferments,  and  arc  lifted 
up  in  their  hearts  wifh  th^fe  or  the  like  things;  the  Breaker 
will  be  upon  you  with  hh  rod  of  iron  :  If  ii.  11^  12^  '^  The 
lofty  looks  of  man  fli^ll  be  humM'^d.  and  the  haughtinefs  of 
men  (hall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  aloite  fliall  be  exalted 
in  that  day :  For  the  day  of  tlie  Lort  of  hoiU  (hall  be  upon 
erery  one  that  is  proud  and  lofcy,  and  upon  every  one  that  is 
lifted  up,  and  be  (hall  be  brought  low/' 

lothiy^  The  Breaker  will  come  up  ^gainft  magidrates  and 
elders  that  do  injury  to  the  Lord's  vineyard^  and  fpoil  his 
poor  people  of  any  rights  or  liberties  that  he  allows  them, 
whether  as  men  or  Chriftians.  See  to  this  purpofe,  If.  iii. 
t4*  15.  '*  The  Lord  will  enter  into  judgement  with  the  an- 
cients of  his  people,  and  the  princes  thereof  i"  that  is,  the 
great  men  that  bear  rule,  and  have  authority  in  their  hand  ; 
"  for  ye  haver  eaten  up  the  vineyard,  the  fpoil  of  the  poor  is 
in  your  houfes.  What  mean  ye,  that  ye  beat  my  people  to 
pieces,  and  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor,  faith  the  Lord  of 
liofts  ?"  Some  that  are  guilty  this  way,  may  perhaps  fcreen 
themfelves  with  fome  colour  of  law ;  but  if  any  fuch  be  hear- 
ing me  at  prefi^nt,  I  warn  them,  in  the  name  of  God,  that 
their  cob- web  pretences  will  (land  them  in  no  (lead,  when  the 
Breaker  takes  the  field  againft  them. 

I  lihly^  The  Breaker  will  come  up  againft  all  fuch  as  declare 
their  fin  as  Sodom,  and  who,  inftead  of  taking  with  the  re- 
proofs of  the  word,  the  reproofs  of  confcience,  the  reproofs 
of  providence,  do  harden  their  hearts  as  if  they  would  bid 
heaven  a  defiance,  and,  like  fwine,  turn  about  and  rent 
thofe  who  caft  the  jewel  of  a  reproef  before  them ;  "  He  that 
being  often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  (liall  fuddenly  be 
deftroyed,  and  that  without  remedy.  O !  confider  this,  yc 
that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  when  there  is  none 
to  deliver  you  out  of  his  hand." 

And  becaufe  all  this  and  many  more  evils  are  prevalent  and 
rampant  in  the  day  and  generation  wherein  we  live,  we  have 
reafon  to  fear,  that  fome  breaking  calamity  or  other  is  at  the 
door;  and  let  none  fuch  promife  themfelves  impunity,  for 
there  is  no  efcaping  the  ftroke  of  this  awful  Breaker;  no,  no, 
whither  will  ye  flee  from  his  prefence?  Sec  an  awful  le£lure 
to  this  purpofe,  Amos  ix.  2—6,  &c. 

That  I  may,  if  pofTible,  ftrike  terror  into  the  hearts  of  a 
wicked  and  ungodly  world,  that  they  may  awakcj  and  flee  from 

*thc 
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I  Ae  wtitk  that  h  ra  eome,  f  fliall  take  notice  of  a  few  hrti^ 

m^  engines  that  cliis  mtgbty  Breaker  has  at  baad,  nrhercwitli 
•  li«  can  reach  a  blow  unto  them* 

t.  He  ha»  a  brcakinjr  arm-  Who  has  ao  arm  IIVc  Coif 
**  Hi*  right  hand  and  hU  holy  arm  hath  gotten  him  the  vic- 
tory" OTer  all  bis  enemies,  and  wtll  do  To  to  ihe  end  of  the 
* .,        world. 

2»  He  has  a  break! tig  countenance-  When  he  frowns  upon 
a  perfon,  or  when  he  lifts  up  his  reconciled  countenance  upoti 
a  ibul,  he  puts  more  gladnefs  into  it,  than  when  corn  and 
wine  and  oil  did  abound-  Bur,  Oh  !  when  he  eafis  down  his 
countenanceT  and  frowns,  who  is  able  to  bear  it  ?  Pfal.  Ixieie.  i6w 
"  They  perifh  (fay&  the  church)  at  the  rebuke  of  thy  counte- 
nance;'* and  no  wonder,  for  *^  the  pillars  of  heaven  tremble 
and  are  aftoniflied  nt  his  fc!)uke,^ 

3.  He  has  a  breaking  word;  *'  Is  not  my  word  «  hammer 
th?t  brcakcth  the  rock  in  pieces  ?"  Indeed  bis  promifing  word 
yields  comfort,  and  is  the  favour  of  life  :  But,  Oh  !  his  threat- 
ening and  condemning  word,  ''  it  is  a  breaking  hammer  and 
a  piercing  two-edged  fword,"  and  by  this  fword  of  his  motith 
he  will  {lay  the  wicked,  **  I  have  hewed  them  by  the  pro* 
phets,  I  have  fiain  them  by  the  words  of  my  mouth*'* 

4i  He  has  a  breaking  voice.  O  I  "  Who  c*in  thunder  with 
a  voice  like  him  ?  The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars, 
the  I^rd  breakcth  the  cedars  of  Lebanon."  Ob,  when  this 
mighty  Breaker  flialli  at  the  la  ft  day,  **  dtfcend  from  heaven 
with  a  fhoutj  with  the  voice  of  the  nrehangel,  and  with  the 
trump  of  God^^  how  will  the  wicked  appear  ?  they  will  fall 
«  a- wailing  bccaufe  of  him,  and  begin  to  cry  to  the  rocks  and 
mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and  cover  them  from  the  face  of 
him  that  fi teeth  on  t!)e  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb/' 

5*  He  has  a  breaking  wind  ;  *'  With  the  breath  of  his  Ifpf 
fliall  he  flay  rhe  wicked,"  If.  ix.  4-  Pfah  xviii,  8,  **  There 
went  up  a  fmoke  out  of  his  noftrils,  and  fire  out  of  his  mouth 
devoured  ;  coals  were  kindled  by  it  f  And  by  this  breath  of 
the  Almighty,  hell-fire  is  kindled,  which  can  never  be  quench- 
ed, If-  xjcx^  33,  "  Foplict  is  ordained  of  old;  yea,  for  the  king 
it  is  prepared,  he  hath  made  it  deep  and  larpc  ;  the  pile  there- 
of is  {iTn  and  much  wood,  the  breath  of  the  Lord  Like  a  ilrcam 
of  brimHone  doth  kindle  ir,*' 

6.  He  has  at  hand  breaking  holts  of  thunder,  whereby  be 
can  ilrikc'the  finner  d+rad  in  a  very  moment ;  and  if  he  kc  flf 
cnf  of  thefe  bolt^,  who  5s  able  to  withftand  it,  VU\,  Uxviii.41* 

'He  fent  hot  thunder* bolt 3  amoogO,  tjie  rebellious  Egyptians. 

7.  He  has  many  breaking  armies  of  ange^Si  ftars^  and  plaguts 
L.  a; 
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?it  his  commnnd.  whereSv  he  cm  piinifh  a  rebellious  cliurcn  or 
nation  ;  If  he  but  hifs  for  the  fly,  the  locull,  tlie  cuerpillar, 
or  fuch  lik?  inconfiderable  infers,  how  fpeediij  will  they  run 
to  avenge  his  quarrel  ?  as  you  fee  in  the  cafe  or  Egypt.  Thus^ 

:  I  fay,  this  mighty  Breaker  does  not  want  abundance  of  en- 
gines; and,  therefore,  let  not  the  rebclliors  exalt  themfelyes 
againft  him,  but  let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way. 

\Jk  fourth  of  this  doftrine  may  be  by  way  of  Confolation  and 
Encouragement  to  believers,  under  all  their  difcoiiragements 
and  difficulties,  in  their  way  through  the  wafte  howling  wil- 
dernefs.  There  is  no  dark  or  difficult  (lep  in  the  way  that 
Chrift  has  not  beaten  and  travelled  before  you  ;  and  therefore 

I     has  fan£lified  it  to  you.     I  (hall  inftance  in  a  few  particulars. 

f         i^,  In  general,   here  is  comfort  under  a  multiplicity  of 

[     troubles  and  forrows,  like  fo  many  billows  breaking  upon  you. 

J  7he  Breaker  is  come  up  before  you  in  this  road.  Chrift  **  was  a 
xian  of  forrows  and  acquainted  with  grief  :  He  was  oppreffird 
and  affliftcd  ;**  and  therefore,  in  bearing  the  crofs,  look  unto 
him,  and  confider  him, — left  ye  be  wearied  and  faint  in  your 
minds :  And  know,  for  thy  encouragement,  •*  that  thy  light 
afRidion,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  thee  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.     Chrift  fufiered, 

f     and  then  entered  into  his  glory  :"    And  fo  thofe  muft  "  enter 

J     the  kingdom  through  many  tribulations.** 

{         idlji  And  more  particularly,  here  is  comfort  in  cafe  of 

j     temptation.    Perhaps  the  roaring  lion  fccms  to  be  let  loofd 

\  upon  thee,  his  fiery  darts  of  temptation  fly  thick  about  thy 
cars,  and  thou  art  ready  to  fay.  One  day  or  other  I  (hall  fall 
by  the  hand  of  Saul ;  here  is  comfort,  the  Breaker  is  come  up 
before  thee  in  this  road,  he  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as 

Y  thou  art.  You  fee,  Matth.  iv.  what  furious  onfets  he  met 
with  from  the  tempter  ;  and  had  he  the  boldnefs  to  make  an 
attempt  upon  the  Leader  and  Commander,  and  (hould  the 
foldiers,  the  followers,  think  it  ftrange  that  he  attacks  them 
with  the  fame  or  the  like  temptations  ?  And  know,  for  thy 
comfort,    that  the  enemy  had  his  head  bruifed,   his  king- 

~  dom  and  ftrength  ruined,  in  the  attempt  he  made  upon 
Chrift  ;  and  he  has  alfo  promifcd,  Rom.  xvi.  20.  to  tread  Sa- 
tan under  thy  feet :  and  therefore  be  of  good  comfort,  and 

^     hold  on  thy  way. 

^dly^  Haft  thou  a  load  of  fin  and  guilt  lying  on  thee,  per- 
haps crying,  "  Mine  iniquities  have  gone  over  mine  head,  as 
an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear  ?"  Why, 
here  is  comfort,  the  Breaker  has  gone  up  before  thee,  he  has 
the  experience  of  this  weight,  for  "  the  liOrd  laid  upon  hint: 
the  iniquity  of  us  all,"  and  he  has  fuch  a  tender  fympatbj  ^ 

wii^ 
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vv  iMi  u:riL(v  arui  o  hk  (  luuub  were  auuui  jiiiii,  win 
<•  My  God,  luy  God,  why  halt  thou  forfaken  mc  ?* 
is  his  fvmpatliy  vvirh  hi;^  p  or  p  oph  in  that  cafe, 
left  a  promife  for  their  encouragement,  that  thou 
hide  for  a  fmall  moment,  and  in  a  linlc  wrath,  yet 
turn  with  evcrl.if^ing  kindnefs.  "  Weeping  may 
a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning." 

Sthlyy  Here  is  comfort  in  cafe  of  reproach.  T 
name  is  pierced  rhrouRh  with  the  (harp  arrows  c 
and  calumny.  Why,  the  Breaker  has  travelled  th 
was  called  "  a  blafphemer,  a  winc-faibber,  a  fricn< 
Oans  and  finntrs,"  and  charged  with  a  corrcfponi 
Beelzebub  :  What  worfc  can  be  faid  of  thee  i  But, 
the  world  blacken  thee  as  they  will,  the  day  comi 
will  openly  acknowledge  and  acquit  thee,  and  thy 
be  had  in  evcrlafting  remembrance  with  him :  he  \^ 
bring  forth  "  thy  rightcoufnefs  as  the  light,  and 
ment  as  the  noon-day." 

6/A/y,  Art  thou  dcferted  and  betrayed,  forfaken 
and  familiar  acquaintance,  in  whom  thou  trufted  ? 
Breaker  has  gone  up  before  thee  in  this  road  alfo : 
frayed  by  Judas,  and  forfaken  by  all  his  difciples, 
did  eat  bread  with  him,  lifted  up  their  heel  againd 
he  has  told  thee  for  thy  encouragement,  that,  dtfci 
thee  who  will,  he  will  never  do  it,  **  I  will  never 
fior  forfake  thee;"  flames  of  fire  and  floods  of  wat 
ver  feparate  thee  and  him, 

^thlyy   Perhaps  thou  nueted  witli  hnrd    juftire, 
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roT9»  if  the  face,  thyh^art  ^nd  ficlb  {hrinkB  when  lliou  thtnkcft 
of  going  throui^h  the  dark  vAlty  into  an  unknown  world,  a 
bottonilcfs  and  awful  eternity :  WcHi  take  courage^  ihi 
Brsnktr  is  cQnu  up  hcfire  thcc,  and,  in  hit  up- comings  he  has 
plagued  dc;ith,  and  deftroyed  the  grave,  Ilof,  xili-  14,  fo  that 
the  very  nature  of  it  is,  as  it  were*  ahercd  t  that  **  cup  of 
trembling  given  him  of  the  Father,"  is  turned  into  a  cup  of 
confolatioTi,  by  his  tafting  of  death  for  every  man;  and  there- 
fore, beiiever,  thou  may  eft  lift  up  thy  hrad,  when  thou  fee  it 
death  making  his  approaches,  and  invading  th^t  ubernaclc  of 
clay,  for  the  day  of  thy  redemption  draweth  nigh. 

Thus  you  fee  there  is  no  rodd  thou  canfl  travel  ia  thy  jour- 
ney through  this  weary  wildernefs,  but  the  way  h  already  pa- 
ved and  broken  up  by  thy  glorious  Head  and  King:  And  the 
experience  that  Chrift  had  of  thefc  things  unavoidably  brings 
along  ihefe  two  things  with  it. 

1,  A  tender  fympithy  with  his  people  in  the  like  cafes. 
He  knows  the  heart  of  a  ftrangcr,  far  that  he  himfelf  was  a 
Granger  in  the  earth  ;  in  all  their  afHiftioa*  he  i&  iiffh£ted  s  he 
is  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  inBrmlties,  being  in  4II 
points  temped  like  as  we  arc.  And,  O  !  how  relieving  is  it  to 
a  poor  creature  in  afHidlion,  to  have  a  tender  fympathifiog 
friend,  to  take  a  lift  of  its  burden  ? 

2.  His  experience  of  this  evil  brings  forth  fpeedy  fuccour ; 
for  in  •*  that  he  himfelf  hath  fuffercd,  being  tempted,  he  is 
able  to  fuccour  them  that  arc  tempted." 

But  O,  fay  you,  the  fuccour  is  long  a- coming. 

An/.  It  (hall  not  tarry  a  moment  longer  than  he  fees  it  for  his 
glory  and  thy  good  ;  and  therefore  take  a  good  heart,  it  (hall 
come  in  the  beft  time,  and  thou  (halt  be  convinced  of  it,  when 
it  conies,  that  it  is  fo :  "  The  vifion  is  yet  for  an  appointed 
time,— though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it;  for  at  the  end  it  (hall  fpeak, 
and  not  lie,becaufe  it  will  furely  come,  it  will  not  tarry/'  Do 
not  fay,  that  the  Lord  has  forgotten  to  be  gracious,  becaufe  he 
delays  the  promifed  relief;  no,  "  a  woman  may  forget  her 
fucking  child  (fays  he),  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee  :  Thou  ait 
engraven  upon  the  palms  of  his  hands,"  &c. 

Vitjifth  of  this  text  and  doftrine  fliall  be  oi  Exhortation. 

I//,  To  Cnncrs,  to  the  captives  of  hell,  who  are  yet  under 
the  chains  of  their  fpiritual  captivity. 

Has  Chrift  broken  in  upon  the  powers  of  heH  ?  broken  up 
Satan's  prifon  ?  and  broken  up  the  way  to  heaven  and  glory  i 
removed  all  legal  bars  and  impediments  out  of  the  way  of  fal- 
vation  ?  Oh  I  then,  let  me  exhort  and  call  you  who  are  yet  in 
covenant  with  death,  and  in  an  agreement  with  hell,"  to 
ihake  off  the  fetters  of  &n  \  for  this  mighty  Breaker  calls  you 

to 
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3,  I  find  him  fo  me  times  called  Jeho  viH  Sh^mmab,  Tl 
XiOrd  Is  there,  Ezek,  laft  chapcer,  la  ft  verfc  ;  i^hicb  point!  3 
hi  5  jtacbus  pre  fence  in  hts  church,  and  among  bk  pecph 
*'  ifi  is  in  the  mid  ft  of  her,  fhe  ihall  not  be  moved  ;  the  Ul 
will  help  her,  and  that  right  early,*  By  his  cflentia)  piffci 
he  fiUa  heaven  and  earth  \  and  he  is  prcfcnt  in  his  churchy 
a  way  of  fpeci  J  grace,  for  he  fays  of  Zioiij  **  This  ii  ibj 
for  ever,  here  will  I  dwell  v  the  Lord  is  there  fittiug 
m  mercy-feai^  to  hear,  help,  and  give  out  liberally  tei 
fubje£Ks. 

4.  He  IS  fometimes  designed  Jehovah- Jireh,  The 
Vf\\\  fee  or  provide,  Gen«  xxii*.  14^     This   name  is  a  gl 
encouragement  under  any  wanr  or  ftrair^  whether  as 
foul  or  body,  for  hereby  wc  are  aflured,   that,  **  wHei 
poor  and   needy  fcek  vfater,  and  there  i*   none^  and 
tongue  faileth  for  thirft,  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  the  Go^^ 
Ifrael  will  not  forfake  them,"  Ifa»xlf*  171 

5*  I  find  him  called  Jehovah-Nissi,  The  Lord  my 
ner,  Exod.  xvii.  15.  becaufc  he  gives  a  banner  unto  them 
fear  himj  and  they  difphy  it  bcc^ufe  of  truth  ;  and  when  il 
nre  allowed  accefs  unto  him  in  his  ordinanccst  "  they  Gt  tM 
under  his  fliadow  with  great  delight,  and   his  banner  oK 
them  is  love.     His  name  is  a  banner  of  war,  a  banner  of  fil 
tory,  a  banner  of  triumph,  unto  them  that  trufl  in  it. 

2^/;',  We  have  in  the  words  not  only  Chrift's  name,  buth 
oflice  and  relation  to  his  people  ;  he  is  their  King,  the  Cj| 
tain  of  iheir  falvation  *,  he  is  a  perfon  of  royal  authority,  at 
he  is  iniUUed  King  of  Zion  by  his  Father,  Pfal.  ii.  6.  *^  Yi 
have  I  fet  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion  :  He  hathc 
jiis  vefture,  and  on  his  thigh,  a  name  written,  King  of  king 
and  Lord  of  lords,"  Rev.xix.  And  that  you  may  admin 
and  truft,  and  honour  him  as  a  mighty  King, 

1.  Confidcr  the  height  of  hi«  throne;  it  is  the  very  faffl 
throne  th^t  the  Father  firs  upon,  hence  called  the  throne t 
God  and  of  the  Lamb.  When  he  overcame,  he  fat  down  wit 
the  Facher  on  his  throne,  Rcv.  iii.  at  the  clofe ;  and  thi 
throne  of  his  is  fo  high  and  lifted  up,  that  when  the  angel 
look  up  to  its  height  and  glory,  they  are  fo  dazzled  that  the 
cover  their  faces  with  their  wings. 

2.  Confider  the  magnificence  of  his  dwelling-place.  Oth( 
kings  have  their  royal  palaces ;  but  what  are  they,  with  J 
their  fplendour,  but  piles  of  duft  ?  Zion's  King  he  inhabi 
eterniiy ;  hedwclleth  in  \h^  high  and  holy  place,  and  in  lig 
that  is  inacceflible  ai)d  full  of  glory,  wiiich  no  man  hath  let 
nor  can  fee.  O  who  fnall  dwell  with  him  in  his  tabcrnacl 
iiee  an  anfwer,  Flal.  xxiv.  4. 

3-^ 
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i^  Let  ui  teke  a  vievr  of  Uie  fpfendoitr  of  hit  ntinoet  ^  'Vhn 

gi  ^idi  tre  tn  Iieiven  follow  bin/*  smiies  of  atiKclt,  and 
■dct  of  the  faintt.    Hit  court  h  crowded  with  atrend* 
^  Ten  tliota(iuid  timea  ten  thoiiiand,  and  choaCAnds  of 
Snlanda,  minitter  unto  fatm." 

ii»  Oonfider  die  ▼aftneft  of  hia  rerenuef  1  be  leviea  trSmte 
Nb  beacren,  earth,  and  hell.  All  creatwet  whatibcTer  pay  a  re- 
■Mft4rfpraife«mo  htm,  ai  their  great  Lord,  Rev.  viLio*  The 
ianh  triomphant  cries,  >*  Salvation  to  our  God  «riio  fittech 
Hi  the  thvone,  and  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  erer."  The 
kith  nnlitaat  adore  him,  Uy'mg^  ^  Let  die  whole  earth  be 
Pl  with  his  ^hrj/"  Yea,  heU  ttfelf  moil  pay  a  tribute  of 
BMb  wito  his  jtoftke^  and  acknowledge  the  equity  of  his  ad« 
kifiratioii. 

^  Conlider  the  largenefs  of  his  dominion,  in  refpeA  of  all 
■Amis  and  places  1  **  His  kingdom  ruleth  over  all,**  PfaL 
Sf-ftSK  Hb  kingdom  of  grace,  under  the  New  Teftamenr, 
Btadetfa  to  the  beidien,  and  the  uttermoO  parts  of  the  earth. 

e'kiTefpe^  of  duration,  hbkingciom  is  an  everiafting  king* 
•'  In  a  wofd,  he  is  the  "  King  of  kings,  and  I>>id  of 
WdBf  tfa6  Prince  of  the  Kin^s  of  the  earth  (  by  him  kings 
fen,  and  princes  decree  jaftice.''  O  who  would  not  follow 
Kb  a  King  ?  who  would  not  deHre  to  be  amongCt  the  nam* 
!T  of  his  lubjeQs  ?  who  would  not  defire  to  efpoufe  his  caufe 
giinft  all  that  dare  to  invade  his  prerogatives,  as  many  are 
Bng  at  this  day,  by  encroaching  on  the  immunities  and  11* 
Sities  of  his  fabjefts  ?  Do  it  who  will,  it  wUI  be  to  their 
Wn  coft  in  the  ifliie. 

2'Jfy^  Another  thing  here,  mighty  encourafnng  to  the  fub* 
a  and  followers  of  this  mighty  Prince,  is  his  proximity  or 
fihriiers  unto  his  fubjeds  or  foldiers,  **  He  is  on  the  head  of 
Mm.'*  He  is  not  only  a  Head  of  government,  or  a  King, 
■t  he  is  ^fo  a  Head  of  influence,  ,iuch  a  head  as  that  of  the 
Vtural  body  unto  the  members,  which  c.;nnot  be  feparated, 
ht  muft  always  be  where  Ihe  members  are.  **  God  hath  given 
lin  to  be  Head  over  all  things  unto  the  churchj  which  is  his 
iMy.'-'  He  and  they  are  "joined  together  by  one  fpirit,'* 
tiOm.  viii.  Col.  iU  19.  ^*  Not  holding  the  Head,  from  which 
ll  the  body,  as  by  joints  and  bands,  hating  nouriihment  mi- 
Iftred,  aiid  knit  together,  increafcth  with  the  increafe  of 
Sod." 

O  what  a  great  matter  is  this !  and  how  may  it  infpire  be- 

ievers  to  hold  on  their  way,  and  m^iintain  their  warfar<?,  that 

he  L9rd^  or  Jehovah,  is  on  the  head  of  them  !  rhere  are  two  or 

bree  mighty  encouragements  that  arife  hence. 

f  •  If  Jehovah  be  on  thy  head,  he  knows  well  bow  matters 

go 
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go  with  Kis  militant  members  in  the  field  of  batric.  ! 
fay  therefore,  **  My  w:iy  is  hid  from  the  Lort!>  and  m| 
mtm  is  pafTed  over  from  my  Go<l^  for  his  eycj  run  to 
through  the  whole  earth/'  A  hair  of  your  head  can 
to  the  ground,  without  his  knowledge  and  permiffioti, 

2,  If  Jehovah  be  on  thy  head,  thou  fhalc  not  want 
needful  to  bear  thy  charges  in  ihy  journey  and  warfar 
whole  army  here  is  provided  and  maintained  upon  the* 
of  the  General,     More  particulai ly, 

(i,)  The  army  muft  be  provided  of  meat  and  drlnV 
Jehovah  on  the  head  of  thtm  will  fee  to  this,  **  Tl 
ihall  be  giveo  thee,  and  thy  water  ftiall  be  fure*  Tl 
Ihall  all  be  fupplied  by  thy  God«  according  to  his  i 
glory,  by  Chrift  Jefus.'' 

(a.)  The  army  muft  have  clothing:  Well,  Jcbi 
their  head  will  fee  to  that  alfo  i  he  ha?  provided  an  a 
wherein  hang  the  fhields  of  the  mighty  men  of  warp 
You  fee  there  what  a  vaft  complete  ftand  of  armour 
has  provided  for  his  foldiers,  the  fhield  of  faith,  the  h 
falvation,the  breaft-plate  of  righteoufnefs,  the  girdle 
the  fword  of  the  Spirit ;  nothing  is  wanting  there,  i 
the  enemy,  or  defend  the  foul  in  ita  warfare. 

(3.)  The  army  muft  have  tlieir  garrifon  for  win 
ters,  where  they  may  be  (lieUered  from  (lormy  wind  ; 
peft :  Well,  Jehovah  on  the  head  of  them,  he  has 
this,  yea,  he  himfelf  is  their  garrifon,  their  dwelling 
all  generations :  He  is  a  hiding-place  from  the  wind 
covert  from  the  temped,  ^'c. 

(4.)  The  army  mull  have  their  orders  and  direful 
to  dire<£l  their  motions,  efpecially  in  a  march  :  We 
vah  on  the  hexd  of  them,  he  will  not  let  this  be  wa 
ther  ;  his  "  law  is  a  lan>p  to  their  feet,  and  a  light  u 
path.  He  hath  flicwed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good,  a 
the  Lord  thy  God  requireth  of  thee." 

{5.)  fhe  fick  and  wounded  in  the  army  mud  be 
Well,  Jehovah  on  the  head  of  them  is  an  experience 
cian,  and  a  tender  hearted  Shepherd,  he  gathers  tl 
with  his  arm,  he  tenderly  bindeth  up  the  wounds  of  t 
are  broken  in  heart,  and  wounded  in  fpirit.  Ihu' 
what  glorious  encouragement  arifes  from  this,  that 
13  on  the  head  of  them. 

4//6/)',  We  have  here  their  glorious  and  vi£loriou 
under  the  condu6l  of  Jehovah  :  he  paffes  on  bcfon 
•where  thefe  things  are  implied  : 

1.  That,  hereaway  [in  chis  earth],  believers  are  not 
-for  they  are  but  on  a  journey ;  they  are  like  Ifrael  in 
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dcmefdi  where  they  found  no  city  to  reft  in,  no  reftnig^place 
on  chU  fide  Jordan ;  no^  they  **  defire  a  better  cbimtry,  that 
is  an  heavenly." 

2r  That  tbey  are  in  motion,  or  making  progre(g  towards 
their  reft ;  for  they  are  paffing  oni,  as  it  is  faid  of  the  travel- 
lers to  Zion»  Ffal.  Ixxxiv.  <<  They  go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength^ 
every  one  of  them  appeareth  before  God  in  Zion." 

3.  That  their  King  and  General  on  their  head  ta  well  ac* 
quainted  with  their  ways,  for  he  p^ifles  on  before  themj 
IM  their  Leader  and  Commander  }  however  ignorant  or  un* 
flu)ful  they  are  in  themfelves,  yet  their  Head  and  King  has  all 
th^  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  hid  in  him^and  thero* 
fore  he  will  know  the  way  that  they  take,  and  the  courfc  that 
thij  fteer ;  he  will  not  leave*  them  to  their  own  condo£k  in 
the  wildemefs,  no,  but  he  will  guide  them  by  his  comnlidj  till 
he  hath  brought  them  to  glory. 

/  4.  That  Jehovah*  their  Head  and  King,  marches!  in  the 
front,  to  encounter  all  oppofition,  and  to  rid  the  pafies  of  their 
way  I  and  O  what  enemies  dare  ftand  up  to  oppofe  them, 
when  Jehovah  pafles  on  before  them  as  their  ELing !  Surely  in 
bim  they  (hall  be  **  conquerors,  yea,  more  than  conquerors : 
Tl^ir  bow  (hall  abide  in  its  ftrength,  for  Jehovah  is  the  ftrength 
of  tfraet,  who  can  neither  lie  nor  repent,'*'  1  Sam.  sv.  29. 

5.  That  the  church  and  people  of  God,  while  keeping  his 
way»  is  under  his  particular  prptedion;  he  will  *^  hide  uiem 
in  the  fecret  of  his  tabernacle ;  they  (hall  abide  under  the  (ha« 
dow-of  the  Almighty;  he  ftiall  cover  thee  with  his.feathers, 
and  under  his  wings  (halt  thou  truft  i  his  truth  (hall  be  thy 
Qiicld  and  buckler. 

6*  That  the^e  is  fomething  of  particular  greatnefs  and  ma« 
jefty  in  the  Lord's  appearances  in  the  behalf  of  his  people. 
Hence  they  are  likened  to  an  army,  with  4n  invincible  gene- 
ral qn  their  head,  which  made  Balaam  to  cry  out,  <'  How 
roodly  are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob  I  and  tliy  tabernacles,  O  Itirael  I 
He  couched,  he  lay  down  as  a  lion,  and  as  a  great  lion  s  who 
Oiall  dirhimup?" 

Thus  you  fee  what  glorious  encouragement  fprings  out  of 
thisr  word,  to  animate  and  hearten  believers,  in  their  /pirituai 
irarfare,  iheir  King  /ball  pafs  btfore  thtm^  and  yeb9vah  on  the 
head  of  thm.  But  the  eye  of  faith  will  fee  infinitely  more  in 
liem,  than  any  thing  that  I  have  faid,  or  can  fay. 

I  conclude  with  a  few  advices,  in  order  to  your  rucce(sfttl 
narch  towards  glory,  under  the  condufl  of  your  glorious  King 
nd  Head,  that  pafles  on  before  you,  a^  the  Captain  of  your 
aivation. 
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i/lpThcn,  Study  to  bt  wtU  acquainted  with  tlif  gl 
Breaker  that  I  as  come  up  Wforc  you,  and  kee{>  him  < 
your  vitw  J  for  the  very  fight  of  the  Captain  infptrcf  tl 
ditrs  with  coura^^c  and  valour,  that,  if  he  he  in  ikelr 
they  ffo  ^^  thrir  way  rejoicingt  though  hell  and  dcatJ 
trmcd  lej^ion*  of  devils  ti^d  men  wtrc  in  their  way.  J 
it  is,  that  the  hiiMs  ^rc  called  fo  frequently  to  look  tol 
their  Chriflian  courfe  and  warfafei  Hr  calls  nn  then 
do,  If.  xlv.  22-  "  Look  unto  me,  and  be  yc  faved-'* 
tncourage  one  another  to  thi*,  Mcb,  ^ii  2,  **  Let  us  ni 
patience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us,  looking  Uf^to  Jrfi 
Author  and  Finilher  of  our  Faith/*  And  we  find  tb 
claiin^  their  experience  of  the  pr\jfit  and  advantage  of 
iiy^t  Pfii!»  acxxiT.  5*  **  i^hey  looked  unto  him,  am 
iightcned,  and  their  faces  were  uot  aihamed.**  A  fi 
him  infpired  them  with  fuch  undaunted  boldnefsj  th 
touH  look  all  their  enemies  in  the  face,  without  being 
leaft  difmayed* 

irfTji,  Study  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  way  that 
broken  up  before  you.  You  have  an  account  of  the  ^ 
the  prophet  Ifaiah,  chap.  xxxv.  •*  A  high  w^y  (hall  b< 
and  a  way,  and  it  fhall  be  called  the  wiy  of  holinefsi 
clean  fhall  not  pafs  over  it,  but  it  (hall  be  for  thofc;  tl 
faring  men,  though  fools,  (hall  not  err  therein."  This 
other  than  the  cleanly  way  of  juftification  and  accept; 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriil,  which  vents  and  difco 
fe!f  in  the  (ludy  of  holinefs,  both  in  heart  and  life  : 
Chrift  himfcif  imprO>'ed  by  faith,  both  for  julUficati 
fan£li(ication,  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  is  the  hi 
cafl  up  for  us  to  wa!k  in.  **  I  am  the  way  (fays 
John  xiii.  6.)  ;  no  man  cometh  to  the  Fatlier  but  b 
Study^  I  fay,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  this  way  of 
tliis  way  of  falv^tion.  It  is  not  the  way  of  works, 
way  of  grace  :  "  By  grace  are  ye  faved,  throu;^Ii  faith,  a 
not  of  yourfclves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God  :  not  of  wor 
any  man  (liould  boaft."  It  is  not  the  nafiy  way  of  ( 
the  cleanly  way  of  obedience  to  the  law  of  God  ;  an 
you  have  obeyed,  even  in  the  flrength  of  the  Lord,  y( 
make  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  even  of  his  only. 

3J/J,  S/?eing  Jehovah  is  on  your  head,  put  on  Jehov 
mour,  *^  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,**  fays  the 
Eph.  vi. ;  where  you  have  alfo  an  account  of  the  fevera 
of  the  Chrillian  armour,  fuch  as  the  (liield  of  faith, 
met  of  falvation,  he.  This  is  fometimes  cillcd  the  ar 
light,  becaufe  it  comes  from  the  Father  of  lights,  the 
of  every  good  gift,  and  perfci^  gift  j  and,  becaufe  all  th 
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of  dbe'Chriftian  armour,  fuch  ts  fiith»  liope,  fincerity,  and 
truth,  M  all  founded  in  lights  even  >*  tbe  light  ef  the  kiu>w« 
ledge  of  the  glorv  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Cbrift;''  and 
becaufe,  like  bright  flitning  armour,  it  is  beautiful  in  the  eyes, 
of  the  world ;  their  light  fiiines  before  men,  fo  diat  othm^ 
feeing  their  good  woi&,  glorify  their  Father  which  ii  in  hea»* 
vcflL  And»  panicularly,  I  would  recommend  a  holy  dexte- 
rity in  haihdling  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of 
God ;  becaufe,  by  this  weapon,  your  glorious  Captain*Gene« 
xal  baffled  the  enemj,  in  his  encounter  with  him  in  the  wil* 
dcmels ;  and  therefore  ftudy,  like  the  raliant  of  King  Solo-» 
men,  to  have  this  *<  fword  gtrded  on  your  thigh^  beeaufe  of 
fear  in  the  night." 

^bly^  Obferye  carefully  Jehorah's  orders,  feeing  Jehors^ 
your  King  is  on  your  head.  By  the  martial  law,  it  is  death 
inr  a  (bldier  to  difobey  the  orders  of  his  leader  and  com* 
jnander.  What  anarchy  and  confufion  would  there  be  in  an 
army  if  it  were  otherwifc  i  O  Sirs,  feeing  your  Kingpafles 
before  you,  and  Jehovah  on  your  head,  be  fure  to  do  wbat« 
ever  he  commands  you :  He  has  gtren  forth  <'  his  good,  his 
perfed  and  accepuble  will ;  he  hath  ihewed  thee  what  \% 
m^df  and  what  the  Lord  thy  God  requires  of  thee  i^  And  if 
kiUigs,  parliaments,  magiftratcs,  miniftersy  or  be  who  they  wiU^ 
command  or  require  you  to  do  otherwife  than  Jehovah  has 
dire^ed  you,  you  have  an  anfwcr  ready  at  hand,  "^hetbei 
it  be  righr,  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than 
ooto  Ck>d,  judge  ye.'' 

^hlyt  In  foilowing  Jehovah  as  your  renowned  King  and 
General,  be  fure  to  ketp  the  rank  and  fphere  wherein  he  has 
put  you;  for  Jehovah  is  not  the  author  of  confufipn,  but  he 
is  a  God  of  order.  So  foon  ;^s  an  army  in  battle  begins  to 
Vreak  their  ranks,  and  to  fall  into  diforder,  it  is  an  evidence 
that  they  are  worded  by  the  enemy,  and  therefore  great  care 
is  taken,  by  a  fkilful  general,  to  keep  the  foldiers  in  their  pro* 

Cr  rank  and  order :  So  here,  the  Captain  of  f^ivation  will 
ve  every  one  to  abide  in  the  vocation  in  which  he  is  called ; 
he  will  have  magiftrates  to  a£t  under  him  in  their  fphere,  mi« 
aifters  in  theirs,  and  private  Chriftians  in  their  capacity  ;  and 
if  every  oi?e  thus  ftudy  to  fcrve  the  Lord  in  their  proper  ila- 
tion,  the  whole  body  of  believers  (hall  be  edified  and  built  up, 
and  the  very  women,  though  tbty  tarry  at  home,  yet  they  (hail 
divide  the  fpoil. 

tthly^  Whenever  you  find  yourfclf  diftreflV d  by  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy,  fin,  Satan,  or  the  world,  be  fure  to  cry  to  Je- 
horah  for  help,  for  he  is  on  your  head,  and  pafles  on  before 

you.. 

0 
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joa.  This  has  been  the  prai£licc  of  the  followers  of  the  LamV 
in  all  ages  of  the  worldi  PfaL  xxxir.  6.  '*  This  poor  man 
cried>  and  the  Lord  heard  him,  and  faved  him  oat  of  all  hii 
diftrefles."  You  have  Jehorah's  command  fo  to  do,  *''Call 
upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  1  will  deliver  thee,"  &c.  I 
can  aflurc  you  that  the  cry  of  one  of  bis  foldiers,  in  diftrcfs 
by  the  enemy,  goes  to  his  heart,  and  awakens  his  refcntmcnt ; 
how  much  niore  when  the  whole  church  is  crying  to  heaven, 
becaufe  of  the  injuries  that  are  done  her,  either  by  the  wild 
boars,  or  elfe  by  wolves  in  Iheeps  clothing  ?  I  can  aflure  you, 
that  the  Breaker  will  come  up  at  the  cry  of  his  poor  people, 
when  they  are  oppreiTed,  cither  in  their  civil  or  fpiritual  righti 
and  privileges.  1  read  a  Icdure  to  you  to  that  porpofe,  PfaL 
xviii.  6.  ^*  In  my  diftrefs  1  called  upon  theLord,**  (viz.  when 
floods  of  ungodly  men  made  him  afraid^  vcr«  4.)  Well,  the 
Breaker  takes  the  field,  and  fee  what  awful  work  follows,  from 
Tcr.  7.  tover.  14.  * 

.  7/A/j^,  Seeing  Jehovah  is  on  your  head,  as  your  King  and 
the  Captain  of  your  falvation,  let  never  his  ftandard  fall,  if 
you  can  keep  it  up.  Jehovah  has  lifted  up  his  ftandard  in 
Sijcotland,  beyond  many  nations  of  the  earth,  a  ftandard  of 
pure  dqarinc,  difciplinc,  woifliip,  and  government.  Attemptt 
are  made  at  this  day  to  pull  down  this  ftandard,  though  we 
lie  under  the  ftrongeft  ties^  both  national  and  perfonal,  to  ftand 
by  it. 

Some  are  attempting  to  pull  down  the  ftandard  of  do£lrine, 
particularly  by  denying  the  felf-exiltence  andfupreme  deity  of 
the  Son  of  God,  our  renowned  King  and  Head. 

Others  are  attempting  to  ftrike  at  the  government  of  the 
church,  by  a  tyrannical  and  lordly  ufurpation  upon  the  rights 
of  the  Lord's  people,  in  choofing  their  own  paftors. 

And  fome  talk  of  a  bill  preparing  in  the  parliament  of  Bri- 
tain, whereby  a  deeper  wound  is  yet  to  be  given  to  the  church 

of  God  in  this  matter ;  and  fome  fay  that  the  hand  of  J b 

is  in  it. 

But  be  who  they  will,  that  a£t  fuch  a  part  againll  the 
known  rights  and  privileges  of  the  fubjedls  of  the  King  of 
Zion,  I  pretend  to  be  no  extraordinary  prophet,  yet  i  think 
I  may  warn  them,  in  the  name  of  God,  that  the  Breaket  will 
take  the  field  againft  them  in  his  own  time  and  way,  and  re« 
compenfe  tribulation  to  them  that  trouble  his  people. 

Meantime,  let  me  exhort  the  Lord's  people,  •*  to  ftand  fail 

in  the  liberty  wherewitl\  Chrift  hath  made  them  free,  that 

they   be   not  entangled  agarm  with  any  yoke  of  bondage,'' 

^  that  men  would  wreathe  about  their  necks  ^  and|  in  fo  doing, 

you 
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ik^Yt  this  for  your  encotiragctncnr,  the  ilrc^kcr  h  come 
RcfbTt  you ;  your  King  pajjeth  before  you,  und  Jehovah 
hfO\if  hc4d ;  an<i|  if  the  Lord  be  for  you^  who  C4Q  be 
aft  you  i 


ACTION    SERMON. 

lOPIA  STRJ&TCHING  OUT  HER  HANDS  TO  GOD. 

I-  Ixviii.  31. — Ethiopia  Jhall  foon  firetch  out  her  hands  unt§ 
God. 

^HIS  pfalm  was  jpcnncd,  probably,  upon  the  occafiQii  of 
David's  carrying  up  the  ark  from  the  houfc  of  Obcid- 
m,  to  the  tent  he  had  pitched  for  it  in  Mount  Zion, 
nrcby  viras  typified  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift,  and  the  erection 
lis'fpiritual  kingdom  and  government  in  the  worlds  by  the 
iching  of  the  everlafting  gofpel.     You  fee   his   afcenfion 

exaltation  fpoken  of,  ver.  18.  **  Thou  haft  afcended  on 
b,  thou  haft  led  captivity  captive,  thou  halt  received 
s  for  men,  yea,  for  the  rebellious  altb,  that  the  Lord  God 
;ht  dwell  amongft  them/'     And  in  the  following  part  of 

pfalm  is  foretold  the  creftion  of  his  kin^doplj  over  the 

;:  of  all  oppofition  that  (hould  be  made  thereunto,  either 
ell  or  earth. 
The  words  read  (not  to  infift  in  the  entry)  are  a  declira- 
i  of  the  fucccfs  of  the  gofptfl  among  the  Gentile  nations  ; 
uopia,  Egypt,  and  other  places  of  the  world,  would  fubmit 
;o  his  roy^l  fceptre,  when  it  fhould  be  fwaycd  among  chirm 
the  difpenfation  of  the  gofoel,  Princes  /fjall  come  out  of 
fft,  Ethiopia  fljal I  foon  ftrctcb  out  her  hands  unto  God.  It  is 
y  die  latter  claufe  1  am  to  fpcak  to :  Where, 
fi,  We  have  a  folemn  a£t  of  divine  worlhip,  and  that  is, 

(Irctching  out  of  the  hands.  The  a£lions  of  the  body  arc 
cxpreflions  of  the  actions  of  the  foul  or  mind,  Pfal.  cxUiu  6. 
s  the  pfalmift,  "  I  ftretch  forth  my  hands  unto  ihee,  my 
I  thirfteth  after  thee,  as  a  thirfty  land,  Seldu''  So  Pfal. 
.  2.    **  Let  my  prayer  be  fct  forth  before  thee  as  inc^nfe, 

the  lifting  up  of  my  hands  as  the  evening  facrifice."  So 
roL.  III.  3  O  that 


4*f4  Ethiopia  ^eiching  ouf  b^  hands  unta  G^i* 

that  the  iPUrn^l  worlh^p  oi  the  foul  is  thi'  thtn^  intended^ 
the  lifting  up  o(  the  h^nds*     And  in  eircry  mO  of  ^off 
faith,  which  is  the  hand  of  the  foul,  is  the  leading  and  pia 
cipal  p^rc,  infomucb  that,  *^  without  filthy  it  ii  impoiWei 
pUaf^  &^d/* 

2d!y.  Wt  haY<^  the  ohje£l  of  this  worQiipi  or  to  whom  1 
band  i!t  to  be  lifted  up :  it  is  unto  God  ;  to  **  God  in  Chfi 
Teconctling  tbe  wot  id  to  himfclf,  not  iir^puting  rhcir  treff ' 
unto  them/'  An  ^bfoiute  God  cannot  be  the  objffl  t)ft£ 
ncrV  f^ith,  hfvp^ ,  truft,  a^td  confidence,  but»  on  the  tmU 
the  ohjtrA  of  his  terror  and  am.izcment.  Hctjce,  like«tffi 
thcr  Ad.m,  be fq re  the  revelation  of  the  pro mifed  feed i 
Sy  from  htn  ,ai  d  do  not  Iotc  to  rcuin  the  knowledge  of  ^ 
in  our  t  ^ou^fhts  ^  as  it  U  faid  uf  the  hcAihen  world,  Rom^  1 3 
iPrho  want  ihc  Vriowledp*  of  Chntl, 

3rf/jf,  In  the  words  we  m^j  noticet  who  they  are  th^t  ftn 
out  ti  cir  ^ands  unto  God  v  Ethiopia,  which  may  be  undd 
flood  rither  literally  or  fiytiTarivt^Iy,  If  we  taker  it  figuTztltf 
ly,  it  is  to  be  underllood  of  the  Gentile  nations  in  gemrii, : 
part  beiiig  put  for  the  wfo  c.  God  the  Father  had  faid  P 
the  Son,  Pfal.  ii.  ♦«  Afk  of  me.  a  d  I  (hall  give  thee  ih-  he: 
then  torthin(  inheritance,  ^lut  tht  urtcnnoll  parts  of  the  f?r: 
for  thy  poflcflion."  And  accoidmgly,  upon  his  rcfurrec\:o 
and  dfienfion,  the  gofpcl  t  ame  to  be  preached  to  the  Gcntilc: 
accordini»  to  the  comnuflioii  kiiven  to  the  apottle^,  IM.irk  x^ 
15.  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  prtacli  the  gofpel  uai 
evt  ry  creature"  under  heaven,  that  is,  unto  all  nations  of  ti 
world,  without  dillin<Slion.  And  thereupon  Ethiopia,  wit 
the  red  of  the  Gentile  nations,  did  receive  the  word  of  tb 
golpel,  and  did  obcifancc  uiiro  the  Son  of  God,  And  ho" 
the  l-aven  of  tlv:  g^ipel  came  to  be  fpread  unto  Ethiopia,  i 
particular,  we  have  lo  ite  account,  Acts  viii.  27  to  tiic  c'ofi 
where  we  are  told  of  the  convcrfion  of  the  Ethiopian  cur  ud 
by  the  mmidry  »  1  Fnilip,  who,  after  a  profcllion  of  hi^  u"* 
in  Ciirilt,  being  baptized  in  his  name,  went  on  his  w^y  ti 
wards  his  own  counrry,  rejoicing;  and,  no  doubt,  wou 
fpread  the  glad  tidines  ot  fAJvatiori  through  Chrill  in  his  ow 
country,  foine  ol  tlu  fruits  w  licrcof  are  laid  to  remain  among 
the  AbylhnCb  of  Inner  Ethiopia  unto  thi    d  ly 

^tblyj  We  have  'he  ready  ai.d  cheerful  obedience  ihr 
given  by  Ethi'  pia,  or  the  Gentile  nation*^,  ui. to  th-  call  oU' 
gofpel  ',  they  foon  ilretch  out  kheir  iiand>  unto  God,  t!ut 
they  will  do  it  with  ut  delay,  '.al  witi  reidmelV  of  n.ir.d  , 
literal  acco/nplilnn^ent  of  w'ucii  you  will  fee,  Acts  xui  ^ 
47.  ^i.  w  .rre,  wh^n  the  JeAh  rejedled  the  golpel,  tiie  ^fo 
tehs  thcin,  th?.t  feciDg  they  put  the  word  of  God  irom  il  -^ 


L'Sl*^^  o«,  flying,  I  turt  fee  tbcc  to  be  a  light  of  dK  Gco» 

**  dtar  tlhof^  (hosldft  be  for  falTaion  to  aU  the  cttds  of  iIk 

"    Amd  thm  k  h  idded,   ^  And  when  die  Gcatiics 

"^^r:  ihis,   tbey  were  |rbd»  and  glorified  tlie  word  of  tbe 

^tt,'*  rt,  -  ley  cntertuned  it  with  a  indy  mind. 

S^'}.  VV  the  certainty  of  the  event,  ilicy  (hall  ftfetdl 

:  thctt  h .  nco  God :  As  if  be  had  faid,  Hower-  r  firm* 

l^ej  m-cr-  ::  .inl  in  their  ignorance  and  idolatry,  and  other 

Jo^flci^  for  many  ages  and  gcnetitions,  yet  fuch  Ihall  be 

f  effi  acy  of  cbr  gofpel^  and  the  vidorioas  power  of  grjce 

ipjnyin^  it,  diat  they  (h^  ^ive  op  with  their  idols,  and 

lH  out  tbctr  hands  in  a  W9?  of  worihip  and  obedience 

kfo  the  onlf  living  and  true  God.     Much  to  thb  pnrpofe 

tiat  word,'  Pul.  ex.  3.    '*  The  Lord  (hall  fend  the  rod  o£ 

r  flieni^tll  out  of  Zion  :  Rule  thou  in  the  midft  of  thine  ene» 

I  hy  people  (hJl  be  wilhng  in  the  day  of  thy  power) 

(orig.)  Id  the  day  of  thy  armies." 

Jfom  the  words  thus  brieflj  openedi  I  offer  the  fioUowiiqr 
Irttic* 

Obicrt£,  "  That  when  the  gofpcl  is  the  power  of  God 
tong  a  people,  they  foon  ftretch  forth  their  hands  unto  a 
in  Chnft,  as  their  God." 


Tbii  lext,  as  1  told  you,  is  a  prediflion  of  the  fuccefs  of 
'.  gofpci  among tl  thf  idolatrous  Ethiopians,  and  other  Gen- 
tile nations,  who  had,  for  many  generations,  been  (Iretching 
^^%at  thctr  hands  unto  (Irange  goids,  dunghill  deities  i  yet^ 
^^^  heoever  the  gofpel  light  comts  among  them,  with  the  power 
^^  the  Spirit,  they  turn  to  the  true  and  living  God,  and  ftretch 
^^rh  I  he  hand  unto  him.  Etbtopia  Jball  foon  ftrttch  out  her 
ndi  unto  God* 

In  dtfcourilng  this  do^rine,  I  (hall,  through  divine  affift* 
acCj  ohferve  the  following  method. 

L  1  would  uke  a  view  of  the  condition  of  finners  without 
gofprJ,  or  before  the  grace  and  power  of  the  gofpel  reach 

cir  ht^arts- 

IL  I  woul^  fpcakof  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  whereby  they 
■e  made  10  fhcich  out  their  hands  Unto  God 

III.  Of  Hlu  hand  that  is  ftrccched  out  unro  God,  when 
ey  ^TK  cont eried  unto  him. 

IV,  Why ,  or  for  w^at  end,  the  hand  is  ftretched  out  to  God* 
V    1  wouid  inquire  whrnce  it  is,  that  ^e  hand  is  foon 

ifrtLh  d  out  unto  God,  when  the  heart  is  eficdtually  touch* 
'  by  ttic  power  of  gofpel  grace, 

VI. 


4  j6  Eti(opiaJireichfng  dut  her  handi  tinto  C^d* 

VI  Mak^  It  evident,  thar^  when  the  heart  k  touchd 
tht  power  of  trie  gofpcl,  the  hand  is  foon,  or  without  dc 
firttth'-'  o*if  to  God, 

VU.   Artdj  /«///y.  Apply* 

I.  Th-"  Jsrfi  rhi^tr  is,  to  take  a  y'lcw  of  the  conditio 
111  neiR  with  >ut  the  gofpti»  or  before  gofpel  gucchaihtt 
ed  thnr  heariF. 

To  "h-M  tfjis  1  refer  you  to  that  dcfcrlption  of  the  iii 
the  Gentile  natipns  before  the  gofpcl  came  amorjr  i 
'  jjivcn  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  Eph.  ii.  i.  2.  3.  m  12.  **  Ant 
hath  he  quickened^,  who  were  dead  in  trefpafies  and 
iRrherein  in  time  p^ft  ye  walked  according  to  the  courfco 
world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  aii 
fpirit  rtiat  now  workcth  in  the  chiidten  of  difobcd 
Among  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our  converfition  in  time 
in  the  lufts  of  our  flefli,  fulfilling  the  dtfirf-s  of  the  flci 
of  the  mind,  and  were  by  n.ii ure  the  childrrn  of  wrath 
as  others. *'  Ver.  11.  **  W.ercfor'  remem' er,  thu' 
times  paft  being  Gtntilei^  i--  the  l^cfli,  who  are  c.il!  d 
cr.mciCion,  by  that  which  is  (ailed  cirtumciGon  in  tii 
nvatle  by  hands,*'  v^r.  '2.  **  riu.t  ar  that  time  y^*  w^r:' 
out  Chrifl,  being  aliens  frrm  the  common v.-talth  it 
lirangers  from  ih  •  covenant  ot  promife,  h.avinjr  no  hop- 
without  God  in  the  vvoild."  From  whicl»  it  app-ar5 
Vthiopla,  Scotlar.d,  and  all  the  Gentile  nations,  ar.d  cv; 


tlividual  amoni:  ili-.m,  is,  by  nature,  in  a  moil  difmr.!  a 
picr-ible  condition,  without  CJotl,  the  chief  e:<>^^ii,  ^'* 
Clirilt,  thecni/  Saviour,  witnc^iit  hope  of  falv.iidi,  \a 
\\w'  true  cliurcli,  wher^  life  and  in-imort  ility  .ilc  iv  i;-  b 
to  li};lu  ;  without  (iod's  ccvcnaiil:  of  pvoniife.  whi Ji 
(•nly  charter  of  ra!vat:on  ;  under  the  j^owri  c>r  f.:;  .wd 
ih.c  great  cnc:TiV  of  thiir  falv.iti-'*!!  ;  an^',  c<nf;qutn'.} 
llatJ*  of  h.c  {liiity  ntzaind  CmxL  But  thef;;  things  1  canr.N 
llaiid  upun,  aiul  therefore  prccicd  to 

II.  The  /'[i  .Vc/ thi::^^,  wWxh  was,  to  fpcak  of  u.z  y'C 
j^  lY-cl  <;racc-,  wh  reijy  ir.ir-.Lie,  iil;e  tjio  Elhiopian^,  ar( 
10  Itrtlcli  cut  th-J.r  hair'.^  xwAo  God. 

'I'htrc  ci!c  oiJy  tiicfc  few  ihih^s  1  olTer  upor.  iliis  he. 

!_//,   'i'liC   pr;  e.cliinc  <  f  t];c   ^  vliI  .ll  ir^:    .uu^.t-' 1    i--^   tii> 
nieaii-.,  if   cl!\ii.e   i:.ii.iiutior^,   for   ll-.e   c rriVcrlio-i    ai  a 
tion  of  ^i^uer^,   Kom.  i.  16.    *'    i'hc   I'oip.i    is    i.e    }•. 
C^od  to  h.lv.uio:).     It  h.;:h  pieafvd   C^J,  by  ihe  foc^.; 
prcaehi:.^',   to  lave  tliein  ij.it  behev^.*' 

2^.7;,',  'i'liis  power  of  CoJ,   in  a::d  by  tl:e   gcfprl,   it 


Hing  great  snd  mightgr  po^ct,  £|i|it  1.  id^a^.  facnctf 
ped  the  rcTcUtioti  of  hli  arm,  IC  Ifit*  i^  wbiU  the  Grtatiafi 
rlhc  world  is  hui  tbc  work  of  hk%  fiofcn. 
pi/j,  The  way  of  exerting  ihi^  p<»wcT,  in  ind  bf  fTiP  (fof^ 
L  upon  the  hcins  of  men,  k  very  deep  jiimI  niyflrfl^mi* 
fVt  is  31  glotious  mf  tlcTT  m  lli^  concrivun^p  i  my  fiery  Hi  llm 
Rhafc,  and  as  gTcac  a  my  fiery  is  the  ip|iltcAtU»i»  uf  iiur  rfSt 
pptionp  Hcnc€  it  is  coimpirc-d  untatiic  fwofio^  of  i\m  wirhl 
pit  us,  which  wc  c^Dtot  fce,  Jwhn  ijf.  H.  **  'li*f  wind 
veth  where  it  Hlleth,  thou  keardl  tW  found  ih^m^it  bill 
|ft  noi  teU  wheocc  it  cocnob,  aii4  whiitici  ii  fEoctii*'* 
(*Ai^,  It  U  whoUf  fupcmaturaL  U&wefC r  Arini<ii.iii«  i»ii4 
^a  may  bo^il  of  fhm  natural  powerii  tet  h«  wlui  Mumii 
It  ts  in  uim  better  thin  ttjstt  fiirrjfelf^  cfccUr^it  '*  i  h  il  )l 
oc  of  him  that  wiileth,  nor  of  him  that  ruiincdii  bin  pt 
i  who  (hcwcth  mercy,'*  Rom.  ix*  ifu  ••  No  iimii  (fiyd 
ift»  John  It.  44.)  can  come  to  me,  except  th(^  F»ith«r| 
ch  hath  fent  me,  draw  him/' 
ihly^  This  power  is  irrcfiilible,   nothinpf  can  ft«nd  4||[ii!llft 

When  God  works,  who  can  Jet  or  hiiuler  him  ?  All  the 
cr  of  corruption  muft  give  way  brforr  fhi«  powrr  \  the 
mefs  of  the  mind,  the  obltinacy  of  the  wiil»  ttic  CHrnidity 
he  afFe^lions,  the  gates  of  brafb  and  bars  of  iron,  ^ivf  way 
be  prefencc  of  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  x.  4.  5.  *'  The  wcaponi 
ur  warfare  arc  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God,"  &c« 
thlyy  Though  it  be  irrefiftible,  yet  there  is  no  violence 
e  to  the  natural  powers  of  the  foul.  It  is  true,  there  is 
ence  done  to  the  (Irong  man  of  fin  and  corruption,  whea 
ronger  than  he  binds  him,  and  fpoiis  him  of  his  goods; 

no  violence  is  donc|to  the  natural  powers  of  the  foul  by 
power  of  gofpcl  grace :  What  violence  is  done  to  the  un- 
landing,  to  fill  it  with  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
y  of  God  ?  What  violence  is  done  to  the  will,  to  reftorc 

liberty  ?  What  violence  is  done  to  the  afFedlions  of  the 
,  to  have  them  turned  away  from  vanity,  to  center  upon  a 
I  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  proper  object  of  love  ? 
thly^  The  power  of  God,  in  the  gofpel,  efFefluates  an 
crfal  change  upon  the  foul,  without  any  noifc  or  dirt. 
ice  the  kingdom  of  God  is  faid  to  come  without  much  ob- 
ation.  Conquefts  among  men  are  with  the  confufed  noifs 
ic  warrior,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood  ;  but  it  is  other- 

in  God's  conqueft  of  fmners,  it  is  in  a  fecret  and  filent 

that  his  work  is  done  ;  hence  it  is  compared  to  the  falling 
le  dew,  or  to  the  fpreading  of  leaven  in  a  mcafure  of  meal, 
le  outgoings  of  the  light  of  the  morning,  or  the  growth  of 
corn  and  grafs,  all  which  are  the  works  of  Infinite  Power, 

and 


4J8  Ethiopia  firtiching  out  her  hands  tmto  G^* 

atvfl  (*oRc  with  the  greats  it  fiknce,  and  \it  alJ  very  vifil 
dir.  rnibic  in  their  effc^K  and  fruits^  But  I  pafi  thi«t 
Dti  to  the  third  thing  in  the  method* 

in.  The  ikird  ihln^  was,  to  inquire  t  little  into  the 
of  the  pht^k./tretchiftg  tmt  the  hand  to  GW,  iirheo  the  1 
touched  hy  the  j^owcr  of  gyipc)  grtctr* 

Now,  the  Itretching  out  the  h.ji^  of  f^Ifh  unto  the  v 
livings  God,  it  fuppofes  or  implies  thrfe  things  followi 

lyif,  A  revelation  of  God,  and  of  his  mind  and  w 
the  children  of  men,  through  Jefus  Chtift.  Whatcve 
ycries  God  mav  make  of  htmfelf  in  the  works  of  creat 
providence,  yet,  without  a  revelation  df  hini|  through 
in  the  golpcl  glafs,  they  will  never  engage  a  finner  tc 
out  the  hand  of  faith  unto  him,  as  we  fee  in  the  caf< 
heathens,  who,  though  they  knew  God,  even  his 
power  and  Godhead,  in  the  things  that  were  made,  ^ 
glorifi  d  him  not  as  God.  It  is  only  the  gofpel  tha 
powtr  o'  G.»d  un  o  falvation.  It  i->  upon  the  preachir 
gofpcl,  wl.ich  i- 'h  rod  of  the  McHjafor^  ll'«-nyfh,  •  i 
come  out  of  ^-^ypt%  and  Ethiopia  ftrctcha  out  her  l\iTidj  u 

2dly\  \i  iuipli  ^s  an  internal  ill.iminatiofi  of  the  he 
mind  witli  thr^  knowleHj^e  of  the  glory  of  G  >d  in  the 
Jffus  Chriit.  '['his  is  the  very  fpring  of  a  faving  co 
unto  the  true  God.  H  -n-  c-  Piul,  (Icfcribing  his  owd 
fion,  givrs  it  in  one  word.  Gal.  i.  i6.  *'  W'  en  it 
God  to  re\cal  hif.  Son  in  mcr,"  ImiTi-dlarely  his  h 
Wrts  ftr-tcheil  out  ai^ainft  the  Lord  in  a  way  of  pc  rl 
is  (Ir  tched  forth  for  the  advaiK'c^  nent  of  th--^  kir.ri 
Chrift.  z  Cor  iv.  6,  **  God,  w!io  coniiiianacd  the 
fliinr  ou-  of  d  a'kiitfs,  harh  il.in  d  in  our  hearts,"  Sec. 
the  radical  acl  ol  fciitli^  lience  faith  i.-,  cxproired  by  it»  If 
*'  By  his  knowledge  iliall  nly  rigiiteous  Servant  juflifv 
So  Jo'in  xvii,  3.  *'  This  is  life  ercrnil,  that  rli  y  nii^i 
thee  tho  only  true  God,  and  J-  fus  Chrllt  w)ioni  chou  h.i 

3<'//y,  Ihc  llretching  out  ot  the  h.iiul  of  faith  unto  ( 
plies  an  ilTent  of  the  foul  uiUo  the  r.corH  of  Gcd  cor 
ChrilL.  The  aflent  of  the  mind  unto  any  thing  is  f:c 
cxpr^'lTt  I  f^v  the  motKui  of  tli;^  hand;  i'o  litre,  £thij 
fttd:h  out  the  hand  to  Gody  it  i.nplies  a  fetting  to  hi.- 
God  is  true,  in  the  tciliinony  or  record  that  God  gr 
Chrilt  in  the  word  ol  the  gofpel  ;  they  (upon  trie  ma 
with  Paul,  1  Tim.  i.  15.  *'  This  is  a  lai;hful  favinj,  a 
tVv  oi  all  acceptation,  i\\ai  C!:rirL  jcfu^  cm\e  int)  t! 
tv-^  f.ive  fu'.ners."  As  the  queen  ot  Siicbi  faid,  io  will 
Vav,  when  i:  behoKU  the  giory  of  the  true  King  Soion 


.  iEihippiaftr etching  f>ut  her  'bands  unto  God.         J^ff. 

ceedSng  great  and  mighty  power,  £ph.  i.  i8— >2p.  hence 
called,  the  reTelation  of  hia  army  If.  liii.  i.  while  the  creatiofi 
of  the  world  is  but  the  work  of  his  fingers. 

3i//p,  The  way*  of  exerting  this  power,  in  and  by  the  gdf- 
pel,  upon  the  hearts  of  men>  is  very  deep  and  myfterious. 
There  is  a  glorious  myilery  in  the  contrivance^  a  myftery  in  the 
purchafe,  and  as  great  a  myflery  in  the  application  of  our  re- 
demption. Hence  it  is  contparcd  unto  the  motion  of  the  wind 
about  usy  which  we  cannot  fee,  John  iii.  8.  **  The  wind 
bloweth  where  it  lifteth,  thou  hearcfl  the  found  thereof,  but 
canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth.'* 

4thiyt  It  is  wholly  fupernatural.  However  Arminians  and 
others  may  boaft  of  their  natural  powers,  yet  he  who  knows 
what  is  in  man  better  than  man  himfelf,  declares^  ^^  That  it 
18  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of 
God  who  (heweth  mercy,"  Rom.  ix.  i6.  "  No  man  (f^ys 
Cbrift»  John  iv.  44.)  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father, 
which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him." 

*  ^Myt  This  power  is  inrefiftible,  nothing  can  (land  againft 
it.  When  God  works,  who  can  let  or  hinder  him  ?  All  the 
power  of  corruption  mud  give  way  before  this  power  ;  the 
darknefs  of  tlie  mind,  the  obiUnacy  of  the  will,  the  carnality 
of  the  afFe£lions,  the  gates  of  brafs  and  bars  of  iron,  give  way 
at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  x.  4.  5.  *'  The  weapons 
of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God,"  &c« 

6Myj  Though  it  be  irrefiftible,  yet  there  is  no  violence 
done  to  the  natural  powers  of  the  foul.  It  is  true,  there  is 
violence  done  to  the  ftrong  man  of  fin  and  corruption,  whea 
a  ftronger  than  he  binds  him,  and  fpoils  him  of  his  goods ; 
but  no  violence  is  donc^to  the  natural  powers  of  the  foul  by 
the  power  of  gofpel  grace :  What  violence  is  done  to  the  un- 
derllanding,  to  fill  it  with  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  ?  What  violence  is  done  to  the  will,  to  reftorc 
it  to  liberty  ?  What  violence  is  done  to  the  afFedlions  of  the 
foul,  to  have  them  turned  away  from  vanity,  to  center  upon  a 
God  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  proper  object  of  love  ? 

7/Z'/y,  The  power  of  God,  in  the  gofpcl,  efFcfluates  an 
univerfal  change  upon  the  foul,  without  any  noife  or  dirt. 
Hence  the  kingdom  of  God  is  faid  to  come  without  much  ob« 
fcrvation.  Conquefts  among  men  are  with  the  confufed  noife 
of  the  warrior,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood  ;  but  it  is  other- 
wife  in  God's  conqueft  of  finners,  it  is  in  a  fecret  and  filent 
way  that  his  work  is  done  ;  hence  it  is  compared  to  the  falling 
of  the  dew,  or  to  the  fpreading  of  leaven  in  a  meafure  of  meal, 
or  the  outgoings  of  the  light  of  the  morning,  or  the  grow  th  of 
the  corn  and  grafs,  all  which  are  the  works  of  Infinite  Power, 

and 
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in  betteving,  the  will  ;»nd  affe^ions  arc  eaptiFatcd  with 
lo^c  Etnd  lovclmefs  of  the  bleH't^d  Bridegroom.     O^   wiH 
Ibul  be  ready  to  fa)%  *'  Thou  art  fairer  rhm  the  chiUrej* 
jncn  :  He  U  altogether  lovely*     Whom  have  I  in  htSTCal 
thcc :"     O   the   raifcd  ellccm   that   the   foul    his  of 
and  the  ardency  of  a^Vtlion  and  defiie  thit  the  fod  h 
wnrds  him  !  If.  %%vu  9.  "  The  defirc  of  our  fotil  is  to 
with  my  foul  hsve  I  dc fired  thee  in  the  night,  yea>  wUli 
fp:rit  within  mc  will  I  fcek  thee  earljf*" 

9/^/y,  The  iiftitit^  up  of  ihe  hand  1%  an  expreOioo  of  c«l 
denceand  truft*  l*^tbhfta  JbaU  Jtriicb  out  her  ha^ds  uftl$ 
as  if  he  h:*d  faid,  Tliey  fliall  confide  and  truft  in  a  reconci 
God  in  Chrid  :    Pfal.  mxx^i,  **  IIow  excellent  is  thy 
kindnf  f^j  O  God  !  therefore  the  children  of  men  put 
iTuft  under  the  fhadow  of  ihy  wings."    The  language  of 
foul,  when  it  ftretches  out  the  hand  to  God^  as  a  promlfinu 
ccnciled  God,  is  much  like  that,  lA  xii   2.  ^^God  is  m|  h\ 
tioti :  I  will  tTuIl,  and  not  b^  afraid,  for  the  Lord  Jchcr^ih 
my  ftrength  and  my  fong,  yea,  he  alfo  is  become  my  falvaiionJ 
They  trull  in  the  name  of  the  Lord>  and  his  name  is  ihei 
ftronp  tower  of  defence,  Piov.  xviii.  10. 

ic//Vv,  The  lifting  up  of  the  Iinnd  is  an  acfl  of  approprij 
lion  and  application  ;  Ethiopia  fl^all  ftrctch  cut  the  hand  i:  Gu 
as  the  Lord  their  God,  and  they  fhall  have  no  other  cods  b( 
fore  him.  Faith  isj  a  grace  that  draws  in  an  infinite  God  n 
Tealing  hinifclf  in  Chrill,  as  the  foul's  portion  2nd  propertj 
:;is  Ifrael  did,  Exod  xv.  2.  **  He  is  my  God,  and  I  will  pre 
pare  him  an  h.;bitation,  my  Father's  God,  and  I  will  cial 
him."  Pf.il.  xlviii.  14.  **  This  God  is  our  God  for  cvtr  are 
ever."  ^ce  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  2.  And  this  appropriation  of  Go^ 
goes  upon  the  ground  of  the  grant  th«?t  is  m.ade  in  and  througft 
a  fecond  Adam  in  the  new  covtn.mr,  **  I  am  the  Lord  tb^ 
God.  1  will  fay,  Ir  Is  my  ptople  ;  and  they  ihali  fay,  T^ 
Lord  is  my  God,"  Zech.  xi;i.  lalt. 

Laf::yj  This  phr.iie  of  (Irrtching  out  tlie  hand  to  GoJiiB* 
plies  an  open  profeflior^  of  the  l.iith  in  Chriit,  before  the  wcrkif 
an<^e]s,  n.en,  and  devils,  ul.ich  is  ioir.etir.i-s  called  in  Icrip*' 
tue,  an  avouching;  01  the  Lord  r^  l>c  our  God  ;  and  is  IJt^^'J 
tnr.cs  done  therf  i>y  a  pcrion  or  pe^nlc,  wicli  the  folemni'V^^ 
lifting  up  tlic  lu:  (i,  an  amicwt  fern,  ot  Iv.VMrir.g,  Rtv.X-^-^' 
when  rl:e  an^cl  Iwcre  by  him  that  hv  :i:fcr  ever  and  cvr-r,!^^ 
doth  it  i:h  \:\^  h,\n(i  \\nt\\  up  to  hieavcn.  So  here,  E:'^-'f^ 
fjMi Jloti  JtrdJ:  cm  h.vuh  uhio  GcJ,  th.it  is,  the  ir.hj|?;::nt5c! 
L'-Ui'5a,  .iiai  Oi  :}»c  C.  ntiie  natK^ns.  ihail  opcniv  protclV^^'' 
Goil  aiid  F. 'licr  :t  t:i:r  Lrrd  jtfus  Chrjil  to  be  :i:e'::  Gci 
and  they  il.ull  do  it  with  tl:e  loknii.iry  cf  an  o.itli  cr  ccvcnii^ 
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ft  Ifncl  did,  Jolh,  xxiv,  22,  When  Jofhua  told  them*  *'  Ye 
re  witticiTes  againft  yourfelves,  that  ye  have  chofcn  you  fhe 
aordf  to  ferve  him/*  And  in  this  manner  have  we*  in  this 
ind,  and  neighbouring  nations,  lifted  Up  our  hand  to  God,  de- 
laring  him  to  be  our  God,  and  ourfelves  to  be  his  people,  al- 
hough,  alas !  thefe  covenants  have  been  fcandaloufly  broken^ 
Nirnt,  and  in  a  great  meafure  buried* 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was,  to  inquire,  for  what  end,  ot 
ipon  what  defign,  do  tinners  ftretch  out  their  hands  unto 
3od,  when  their  hearts  are  touched  by  the  power  of  the 
p>fpcL 

Anfwet,  in  the  following  particulars. 

ifty  They  ftretch  out  their  hands  unto  Ood,  as  helplefs^ 
loft,  undone  Gnners^  to  a  mighty  Saviour,  to  help  them  out  of 
che  horrible  pit  and  miry  clay  into  which  they  had  fallen,  by 
jieir  fin  and  apoftafy  in  Adarii,  and  in  their  own  peribns. 
When  a  finner  believes  in  Chrift,  he  is  juft  like  Peter  walking 
upon  the  waters ;  the  waves  and  billows  of  God's  wrath  are 
juft  ready  to  fwallow  him  up»  whereupon  he  cries,  **  Lord» 
fave  me,  I  perifh ;"  ftretching  out  the  hand  to  Chrift  for  help* 
Lord,  will  the  poor  finner  fay,  I  heard  thy  voice  in  the 
(ofpel,  faying,  **  O  Ifrael,  thou  haft  deftroyed  thyfelf,  but 
in  me  is  thine  help."  Thou  haft  laid  help  upon  one  that  is 
mighty,  and  I  lay  my  help  where  thou  haft  laid  it. 

2dly9  They  ftretch  out  their  hands  as  rebels  againft  Heaven, 
ftting  for  peace  at  the  hand  of  their  offended Xord  and  Sove« 
reign.  All  mankind  commenced  war  againft  Heaven  in  the 
breach  of  the  firft  covenant ;  every  man  by  nature  is  enmity 
againft  God,  and  every  fin  is  an  a£k  of  rebellion ;  and,  while 
finner^  continue  in  a  ftatc  of  hodility  againft  God,  God  is 
angry  with  them  every  day,  and  he  fays,  he  will  wound  the 
head  of  his  enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcaip  of  chem  that  go  on 
ftiil  in  their  trefpaffes.  Now,  when  the  finner  fees  his  fia 
and  mifery,  and  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  angry 
God,  he  ftretches  out  his  hand  for  peace  and  reconciliation^ 
becaufe  he  hears,  that  God  is  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world 
to  himfelf.  He  fees  the  white  flag  caft  out  from  heaven,  with 
a  proclamation,  If.  Ivii.  19.  *^  I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips, 
peace,  peace  to  him  that  is  far  off,  and  to  him  that  is 
near." 

3///y,  As  guilty  criminals,  condemned  in  law,  to  receive  the 
Idng's  pardon  and  remiffion,  according  to  the  promife,  Ifa« 
zliii.  25.  *'  I>  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreflions, 
for  mine  own  name'ci  fake."  Oh  !  will  the  man  fay  with  David, 
Pfal.  cxxx.  3.  4.  <*  If  thou.  Lord,  (houldft  mark  iniquity,  O 
Vol.  III.  3P  Lord, 


Riu)  McrLV,  crvliij?  for  a  lupply  of  all  his  war 
Goa  !';ts  upt>n  a  tliroiie  of  j;r;ice,  calling  the  po< 
naked,  ro  come  *'  without  money,  and  witLou' 
ccivc  grace  and  m  rev  to  help  in  a  time  of  need 
fore  he  (Iretches  out  the  hind  in  a  way  of  fupj 
God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  may  •*  fiipply  all  his  nc 
to  his  richcg  in  glory  by  Chrift  Jcfus.'* 

y/A/y,  The  finner  ftretchesout  the  hand  unto 
vant,  to  work  the  work  of  God,  and  to  do  whatf 
xnands  him :  **  Lord,  wliat  wilt  thou  have  me  i 
ix.  6. 

6ihiyj  As  a  foldier  to  fight  the  Lord's  batth 
Satan,  and  the  world  :  *•  Oh  !  do  not  I  hate  th 
that  hate  thee,  and  am  not  I  grieved  with  tho; 
againft  thee  ?**  Pfal.  cxxxix.  21. 

7/^/y,  As  a  blind  creature,  that  needs  to  be 
way  that  he  knows  not*  Ifa.  xlii.  16.  **  I  will  b 
hy  a  way  that  they  know  not."  Well,  fays  il 
Lord  be  a  leader  unto  me,  for  **  good  and  upiigl 
therefore  wtll  he  teach  linners  in  the  way,"  Pu! 

8/Z»/y,  As  the  hand  of  a  diltrefl'Td  child  unto  a 
'  cd  father.  No  fooner  is  the  heart  of  a  finner  tc 
power  of  gofpel  grace,  but  he  begins  to  cry  unt 
Father  ;  Father,  help ;  Father,  heal  ;  Father, 
this  is  what  the  Lord  delights  in,  and  defires,  a! 
iii.  4.  **  Wilt  rhcu  not  from  this  tiine  cry  unu 
ther ;"  and  oh  !   how  :ire  hie.  !>o\vels  ienfibly  tou. 
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[hall  call  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and  another  (hall  fub- 
fcribe  with  hts  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  firnatne  himfelf  by 
the  name  of  IfracL" 

V.  The  Jifih  thing  was,  to  inquire  whence  it  is  that  the 
hand  is  foon  ftrctchcd  out  unto  God,  when  the  heart  is  ef- 
fcftually  touched  by  the  power  of  gofpel  grace. 

Anf,  \ft^  Bccaufe  the  command  of  believing,  or  of  ftretch- 
ing  out  the  hand  of  faith  unto  God,  is  peremptory,  and  ad- 
mits not  of  the  lead  delay,  i  John  iii.  23.  **  This  is  his  corn- 
mandment,  chat  we  (hould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son, 
Jefus  Chrift."  From  the  firft  moment  that  this  command  of 
the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  was  Intimate,  there  has 
never  been  one  moment  of  time  allowed  you  to  continue  in 
jrour  unbelief ;  no,  <*  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden 
not  your  hearts,"  Pfal.  xcv.  7.  compared  with  Heb.  iii.  7.  and 
iv.  7. 

^dlyy  The  (inner,  whofe  heart  is  touched,  is  awere  of  the 
dangerous  condition  he  is  into,  before  the  hand  be  ilretched 
out  unto  God  in  a  way  of  believing.  He  is  convinced  that  hs 
is  condemned  already,  and  that  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on 
him ;  he  fees  the  avenger  oP  blood  purluing  him,  and  ready 
every  moment  to  feize  him,  and  therefore  he  will  lofe  no  time, 
but,  like  Ethiopia,  foon  ftretch  out  his  hand  to  God. 

3(//jf,  They  foon  ftretch  out  their  hands  unto  God,  becaufe 
God  has  been  long  ftretching  out  his  hand  to  them,  Rom.  x. 
laft,  "  But  to  Ifracl  he  faith,  (viz,  by  Ifaiah,  chap.  Ixv.  2.)^ 
All  day  long  have  1  ftretched  out  my  hands  unto  a  gainfaying 
and  difobcdicnt  people."  O,  will  the  foul  fay,  has  Gol*s 
hand  been  ftretched  out  all  day  long  unto  me,  and  have  1  been 
difobedient,  and  pulled  back  my  hand  from  him  ?  O,  if  I  have 
done  fo  wickedly  and  foolifhly,  through  grace,  1  will  do  fo 
no  more. 

4/^/y,  Becaufe  much  precious  time  is  already  loft  in  the 
fcrving  of  fin,  and  the  time  to  come  is  fo  uncertain  and  fliort, 
that  it  cannot  be  lippened  to,  Rom.  xiii.  12.  13.  **  And  that 
knowing  the  time,  that  now  it  is  high  time  to  awake  out  of 
Jleep :  Ihe  night  is  far  fpent,  the  day  is  at  hand  ;  let  us 
therefore  caft  off  the  works  of  darknefs,  and  let  us  put  on  the 
armour  of  light." 

5/A/^,  They  foon  ftretch  out  their  hand  to  God,  becaufe 
Chrift  has  made  them  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power  j  he  has 
made  a  difcovery  of  his  glory,  beauty,  and  excellency,  to  their 
fouls,  whereby  their  hearts  and  wills  arc  fwectly  bended  to 
an  infalling  with  his  own  call,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  "  Thy  people  fliaH 
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be  willing  io  fh^  day  of  thy  power  j'^  and  then  it  immcdtate* 
ly  follows,  *'  In  the  bcautirs  of  noHncfsJ  from  the  womb  of  tli« 
morning  i  thou  hail  the  dew  of  thy  youth*" 

6thiyf  Tlicy  foon  llretch  out  the  hand  to  God,  becaufe  they 
arc  made  to  feci  in  gofpcl  iight*  God's  glory,  »nd  their  own 
falvation,  concerned  in  chc  matter.  By  faith  in  Jcfus  Chriftf 
or  a  ready  complying  with  the  gofpe!  calls  ^e  at  the  fame 
time  glorify  God**  faithfulnefs,  power,  wifdoni,  and  other 
perfections  ^  and  likewife  fecurc  our  own  eternal  falvation : 
for  "  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fiiall  not  perifti,  but  hare 
everlaAing  iifc}"  Johniii-  16. 

VI.  I  might  here  atfo  touch  upon  tlic  caftainty  of  tfc 
evi-nt.  For  heic  it  is  not  fjid,  Per  ad  venture  Eibi&pia  maf 
JtreUh  out  h/r  hands  unt^  God^  no,  hut  it  fhall  be  fo^  Ethi^A 
ihull  ftrttch  out  her  bands  utiU  God^ 

Now,  the  certainty  of  the  event  turns  upon  thefe  four 
things. 

i_y?j  Upon  the  purpofc  of  God,  which  can  never  mircarryi 
**  for  the  counfel  of  the  Lord  ftandeth  for  evcTj  ihc  thoughts 
of  bib  hrart  unto  all  generations.'*  His  c;ecrecs  arc  like  moun* 
tains  of  bra  fa  that  are  immove^^ble ;  and  therefore,  fays  J  he 
apodle,  Rom.  xi.  7.  ^^  The  election  hath  obtained  it,  and  the 
Tcll  were  blinded/  As  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life 
(hall  believe,  (hall  ftretch  our  their  hands  unto  God. 

iJ/^f,  Upon  the  purchafe  of  Chi i It.  God  the  Father  ga^e 
it  fdect  company  of  Adam  s  poiterity  unto  Chriltj  whom  he 
redeemed,  no:  by  corruptible  things,  fuch  as  ftlver  or  gold, 
but  by  his  own  precious  blood;  and  of  all  that  the  Father  gafC 
hini,  whom  he  hatb  bought  with  fuch  a  valuable  ranfom,  he 
will  lole  none,  but  will  prefent  them  to  his  Father  at  the  end 
of  the  day,  faying,  "  Here  am  I,  and  the  children  whom  thou 
haft  given  me,"  Ifa^viiu  18.  and  Heb.  ii,  13. 

^diyf  Upon  the  promife  of  God  recordtrd  in  his  word,  which 
is  nothing  tlfe  than  the  rxtra<£t  of  the  purpofe  of  his  heart. 
Ht  has  faid|  Ethiopia,  ^nd  the  Geniiltr  wot  Id,  Diall  ft  retch  out 
their  hand  unto  God;  ihy  people  ftiall  be  willing  in  the  d*f 
of  thy  power :  And  A\  that  the  F^thtr  givcth  me  ftiall  come 
unto  God/'  And  hath  he  pledged  his  fdithfulncfs  in  the  pro- 
mile,  and  ^*  will  he  not  do  it  i  Hath  he  fpoken  it,  and  {hallit 
pot  come  to  pafs  f " 

^thly^  Upun  the  power  and  efficacy  of  divine  grace,  the 
irou  fmew  of  the  obiUni^tc  will  Is  bended  to  an  infdling  with 
tht  oifers  of  Chrilt,  rind  of  falvarion  through  him  ;  and  there- 
forrf  if  is,  tliat  they  quickly  and  readily  Itrctch  out  the  hand 
tqCud, 
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rn.  The  froemth  ihin^  is  the  ufc  of  the  doarioe. 
Jft  firft  ihall  be  of  Inf^rmntkfu    ' 

wc  hcncc^  fi^ftt  the  deplorable  condltbo  of  Cnncrs  bf 
*>^c,  before  the  gofpel  is  preached  to  them,  and  before 
p^l  grace  call  them  efTcclually-  Why,  like  the  Ethiopian i, 
jf  were  fitling  in  d^rknefsj  and  in  the  region  and  (liadow 
icath.  Yea,  not  only  they  that  want  the  gofpel  alro^^cthcr* 
tthey  that  have  it,  pnd  do  not  believe  it,  do  nof  imiirore 
!  mcatis  of  grace  and  falvation,  are  refeinblcd  urjto  the  lithio- 
DSr  Amos  ix,  7.  *'  Are  ye  not  as  children  of  the  Kthio- 
15  unco  mc,  O  children  of  Ifrael  ?  faith  t\\i^  Lord  i"  no  bet; 
than  heathens  and  harb^ri^ns. 

^y^  See  hence  the  effic,  cy  and  power  cf  the  gofpeU  when 
^mpanied  whh  the  Spirit  of  God,  Why,  ir,  as  it  wcre^ 
bca  and  changes  the  Ethiopian  ;  it  makes  the  finneri  who 
ftrctching  out  his  h:inds  unto  flranifc  cods,  to  ftocks  ^xiA 
c«,  to  ftretch  but  his  hand  unto  the  only  living  and  true 
I.  It  changes  the  nature  of  the  fmner,  and  **  turns  him 
1  darknefs  unto  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
\;*  Aasxxvi.  28. 

/iy^See  hence  that  God  had  an  ancient  kindnefs  for  the  Gen- 
nations,  and  that  he  had  a  mind  to  ere£l  a  church  among 
n  under  the  New  Tcllamcnt,  Why,  here  is  a  prediflion 
,  Ethiopia  Jhall  ftretch  out  her  hands  unto  God**  God's  de- 
of  love  unto  us  Gentiles  broke  out,  immediately  after  the 
1,  in  the  prophecv  of  Noah,  '^  God  (hall  enlarge  Japher, 
he  fhall  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem  \'*  and  in  the  words  of 
ig  Jacob»  Gen.  xlix.  10.  that,  upon  t\^c  coming  of  Shi. 
unto  him  (hould  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.  He  is 
n  for  to  be  a  light  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles,  and  for  falva- 
unto  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  "  He  is  fet  up  for  an  en- 
to  the  nations ;  to  him  {hall  the  Gentiles  feck,  and  his 
(hall  be  glorious."  O  what  manner  of  praife  is  it,  that 
,  and  the  like  ancient  prophecies,  are  now  fulfilled,  and 
our  lot  is  cail  in  the  days  of  the  NcwTeftament,  where- 
le  tabernacle  of  God  is  fet  up  among  the  Gentiles,  who 
5  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael  during  the 
ie  Old  Tcftamcnt  difpenfation,  and  that  even  thir  ifles  of 
fea  arc  made  to  wait  for  his  law  5  and  that,  this  day,  wc 
•  opportunity  of  keeping  the  folemn  fealt  of  his  fuppcr  ! 
t  us  ftrttch  out  our  hands  unto  God  in  a  way  of  praife 
rhankfgiving  ;  and  let  **  fongs  be  heard  from  thir  ends  of 
earth,  even  glory,  glory  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous," 
(iv.  1 6. 

kly^  See  from  this  text  and  doftrinc,  that  the  door  of 
and  falvation  ftands  wide  open  to  all  forts  of  finncri, 

even 


4^8  Ethiopia  Jlretching  out  her  hands  unt^  GoA 

even  though  they  b^  as  black  as  Ethiopians,  throii| 
Jying  amon^  the  pots  of  Sn,  yet  ihc  grace  of  the  gofp 
a  favourable  look  towards  you »  aa  you  fcc^i  ver,  13- 
pfulm  where  my  text  lies,  "  Though  yc  have  Hen  atnt 
pots,  yt*t  (if  yc  ft  retch  out  the  hand  of  f.ihh  unto  a  ' 
Chrift)  fhall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  witl: 
and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold,"  Sec,  to  this  p 
If.  i.  18.  Jer.  iii.  i.  And,  therefore,  let  no  (inner  gi 
unto  defpairing  thoughts,  as  if  the  grace  and  call  of  the 
did  not  concern  them  :  for  finners  of  all  forts  and  C: 
calledi  and  have  been  aftually  brought  unto  Chrifl 
**  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  b^t  finners,  to  repen 
Matth.  ix.  13. 

^thiy^  See  from  this  doftrine  the  folly  and  wickec 
the  fin  of  unbelief,  which  is  a  drawing  back  the  hac 
God,  inftead  of  a  llretching  it  out  unto  him ;  Henc( 
lievers  are  faid  to  ftop  the  ear,  and  pull  away  the  0 
Zccii  vii.  2.  *' and  fay  unro  God,  Depart  from  us, 
def:!^  not  x\\c  kr.owkdge  of  th»  ways.  What  is  the  Ai 
that  we  fhould  fervc  him  ?''  JoS  xxi  14.  O  how  ma: 
:ire  tiiercf  who  (\x  u'uitr  the  chop  of  the  gofpcl  !  Sirs,  1 
ber  tii.it  Ood  will  refcnt  Inch  trcatmenr,  Prov.  i.  : 
*'  Btrcaufe  I  hive  cilkd,  and  yc  ret'ckd,  I  have  lirctc 
niy  1  and,  and  no  man  rcg.Trdcd  ;  but  ye  have  fct  at  no 
my  couhrcl,  and  wouiil  n'^ne  of  my  rcrproof  :  I  will  a.'I 
at  your  caLimity,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  comet !i 
your  fear  corrcth  as  defolation,  and  your  dellruclioii 
as  a  whirlwind,  whc^n  dillrels  and  anguilh  comcth  upo 
Tiu!  Ethiopians  will  rile  in  judgement  as^ainil  all  fuch 

6tkly^  .See  from  tliis  doclrinr  how  the  covenant  0 
and  friendihip  is  cllablilhed  b.twixr  '^od  and  the  gu 
ner,  in  the  day  of  convcrfion  ;  wliy  Go. I's  hand  is  It 
out  all  the  day  long,  in  t!ie  difp.iiruiun  of  the  goipel/bcf 
rebellious  finners  to  be  reconciled  to  him,  through  th 
and  blood  cf  his  S.nij  whereby  his  jiiltice  is  f.itihiied, 
v.  19  compared  with  If.  Ixv.  2.  Now,  \\\  tlie  day  ( 
vf^rhon,  the  r.nner,  like  Etliiopia  Ihetchcs  ojt  his  1-ai 
God.  He  rails  av.  ay  liie  ucaponti  ol  war  againll  Lj 
fubn^irs  unto  tlic  ollci'^j  of  peace  anil  ieco;ic:liaUfMi  rn  .c' 
goipel  i  lie  gives  the  hand  unro  the  L.)rd,  as  the  exorc 
2  Chvon.  :v\x.  8.;  wlicre  good  King  Iicz.*k:ah,  proc 
the  pailovtr  to  Juih.h  anil  Ifrael,  exii'^rts  ihcm  10  )icl« 
lelvcs  unto  the  Li-ril.  The  word  in  the  ori«;inal  i^, 
the  liand  to  tlie  Lord."  So  th..;t,  wiieii  a  liiKicr  b^l 
Chriit,  i:e,  2s  i:  were,  flrikeo  h^inds  with  :hc  Lord,  u 


Kd^piaJlreUhifig  out  hiv  bands  mto  G<ki*  ^%J 

©ting  of  the  great  facrifice  of  atonement :  Aiti  thii  I  Mkc  to 
meaning  of  that  word,  TfaU  I.  5,  "  Gather  my  fjinm 
ftthcT  unto  me,  even  thofc  that  have  mitlc  n  coyenant  with 
Ibf  fkcTiEcc,"  alluding  unro  the  ancient  cuflom  of  cuttinjj 
» facrifice  in  t^ain^  and  pafEng  between  the  parii  of  it,  tit 
ping  covenants  between  man  and  man,  &Cp  Gca#  xr*  lo-  17* 
mA//,  See  from  this  dadlrinc,  wherein  the  cflcnee  thhtt  of 
ibnal  or  nacional  covenanting  with  God  dcth  conGfl :  Whn 
^(l  lies  in  folbwlng  the  cxanriple  of  Ethiopia,  iwhidi 
pchcd  oat  the  hand  unto  God,  in  a  way  of  faith  and  fo- 
il profeffiooj  thai  ihc  God  of  Carifl  JhaJJ  be  (he it  Gtjd,  and 
[  the  Father  of  Chnfl  flull  be  their  Faiher  5  and  tluit  in  ih« 
agth  of  the  grace  that  is  in  Jefui^  pfomtfcd  in  a  iirfv  CO- 
int  of  graccj  they  will  clea?e  unto  him  hy  a  pf  rfonal  hFi|)f 
t  and  converfation  ;  and  iiatt  thiou^h  grace,  iU^.y  wtU 
ft  unto  the  do^^trine^  ddctpltne,  wordtip,  and  guvrrn^nttiU 
pi  ht  has  appointed  in  his  houfet  [n  hit  hoi 7  otMck%*  It 
liliA  be  a  ftrangc  l^ind  of  a  fpirir,  that  tither  feti  Im  p*'vp\t  Oil 
Mgt  againd  ftich  cofcnanis^  or  tmn»  I  hem  to  an  indjCT^rtficy 
pout  the  public  work  and  cauie  of  Chrid,  an  if  it  were  n«t 
jprth  the  contending  for,  or  fulFcring  fof*  When  God  co*n» 
^nds  us  to  **  contend  for  the  faith  delivered  so  l lie  f^int*/* 
glde  3*  and  to  "  fland  fnil  in  the  libcriy  where  with  Chrill 
Rth  made  U3  free/*  Gal.  v.  1.  It  appears  evidently  to  be  a 
be  of  hell,  for  burying  a  teltimony  for  our  folemn  cofeiunti, 
pd  for  the  reformation  of  Scodand,  apd  for  our  cncaura|;lng 
Idicatories  to  go  on  in  their  courfe  of  backsliding  from  tho 
krd,  and  his  work  and  way, 

iBitiy*  See  hence  what  is  the  proper  duty  of  all,  but  cfpe- 
jally  of  every  one  that  i*  come  up  to  keep  the  Lord's  paffo- 
Ipf*  even  like  Ethiopia^  to  ftrecch  out  the  hand  to  a  God  in 
!bti(t,  feconciling  the  world  to  himfelfi  by  the  death  and 

Esod  of  his  eternal  Son.  0>  is  there  any  foul  m  ail  this  com- 
ly,  that  will  draw  bjck  the  hai^d  from  receiving  the  Chrift 
God,  his  unrpeakable  gift  ?  He  and  his  righteoufnef^,  and 
lolc  fakation,  is  brought  to  our  hand,  that  ye  may  receive 
unij  as  youi  own  property,  for  ever.  You  (land  abfolutcly 
a  need  of  him  I  tor,  without  htm,  you  are  undone-  But  I 
innot  (land  at  prefent  upon  motives. 

Objicf^  I-  '  You  bid  me  ftretch  out  my  hand  to  God,  in 
ider  to  receive  his  unfpeiikable  gift ;  but,  alas,  I  have  no* 
bing  in  my  hand,  no  good  to  commend  me  to  God.' 

Anf.  Faith  (when  it  comes  to  receive  Chrift),  it  is  the  beg- 
pT^s  hand,  w^hicli  conies  not  to  give^  but  to  get  Chrill,  and 
II  with  him  for  nothing.  If.  iv.  1.  **  Ho,  every  one  that 
Urilethi  come  yc  to  the  watcrsj  and  he  that  hath  no  money; 
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ytsmm^  \ff  the  power  of  mj  grace  and  fpirit,  70a  can 
ttot^aacfic  hj  mj  adiqiniilracion/ 
^doQrisic  I  mciitloa  is  tlus,  <<  Tbat  the  klogdom  of 
:^bMhis  votUl  it  of  a  rpirkiul  natarr,  uki  is  princtpailf 
•"jja  the  faeait  aa<l  foul  within  a  nua  f*  ibi  kifigd^m  0/ 


ift  aflbrting  this,  when  before  tlie  bar  of  Pi- 

Ibr  his  lUe,  John  xviii.  36.  '^  My  kiogdoa 

ji  oot  of  this  world  i  If  ny  kingdooi  were  of  cliii 

^   n  wouJd  mjr  ferrants  fighc»  that  1  fliooLl  not  be  de- 

^^tlu:  Jews  s  Dot  now  is  my  kifigdom  not  from  hence.'* 

Ami  Qdf  '  Thou  halt  so  re  Jbn  v>  eo:eruia  any  }ea« 

4^smif  Idiagdom  and  gorcmment,  as  thuugh  it  had  anr 

4k  to  hnrt  or  cfifturb  Carfares  gorcrnment  (   for  it  is 

'  qpritwd,  lelatiog  10  the  hearts  and  fcmU  of  the  chiU 

il;  aaea^  So  reduce  them  10  their  obedience  and  duly 

Irc^  bodi  to  God  and  to  one  another/  Accordingly  we 

fiHi^  dKWgh  the  whole  of  the  fcriptures»  his  dealings  are 

jie  hean  or  inward  man»  Pfa!.  Ji.  6.  **  ilioa  dcfireil 

^Mm  inward  parts  ;  and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  (halt 

dA^lD  knQw  wiidom.^    ^  My  fon  (fays  thi;  Lord  by 

.$tk)  give  me  thine  heart/'    lie  (tandi  at  the  duor  of 

411^  -mid  knocks ;  and  it  is  the  ererlafting  doors  of  the 

ftit  are  fummoned^  with  (o  mnch  jblemnity,  to  be  Jiftcd 

ariihiiB,  Pfal.  xziv.  7*     But  I  do  not  ftaod  farther,  at 

t^  in  the  confirmation  of  a  trudi'fj  plain*    It  will  be 

J^^etkleot  in  the  profecution  of  the  doclrint,  which, 
sjdSvine  aflUlance,  I  ibali  attempt  in  the  foilowiog  or- 
al flKihcdfl 

would  inquire  a  little  into  tlie  Htaation  anJ  gorcrnment 
sheartt  before  the  kingdom  of  God  come  to  be  credcd. 
I  would  incjuire  a  little  into  the  nature  of  this  kingdom 
4g  Aat  is  laid  to  be  within  us. 
why  it  gets  the  dcGgnation  cf  a  JkiftgJom,  and  theii/rg- 
iCrad* 

HoWyOr  after  what  way,  this  kingdom  comes  tobeercAed* 
Give  Ibme  qualities  of  this  kingdom  of  God. 
Sliew  how  much  the  face  of  afTiirs  within  is  changed 
better,  when  the  kingdom  of  God  is  reared  up. 
h  ilbks  fome  application  of  the  whole. 

\eJSrfi  thing  is  to  inquire  a  little  into  the  melancholy 
in  of  die  foul,  or  of  the  inward  man,  before  the  king- 
r  "God  be  reared  up  by  the  power  of  divine  grace. 
I^eral  tlieu  you  would  know»  ihat,  before  the  kingdom 
i  come  to  be  within  us,  our  hearts  are  jufl:  a  cage  of  un* 

clean 


i  y  •",  lo  iiiry  nave  one. ana  mc  lamc  kiii};uuui,  i 
over  all.  As  Mediator,  lie  is  his  Father's  Viceroy; 
bufinefs  in  this  world  v*a5  to  reduce  fmners  of  A 
unto  their  allegiance  to  God,  from  which  they  h 
the  fubtlcty  of  Satan,  the  god  of  this  world,  wh< 
them  into  a  confederacy  with  himfelf  againft  Go 

2.  We  have  the  feat  of  tbis^  kingdom  of  God  : 
you.  In  the  margin  it  reads,  **  Tke  kingdom  of  C 
you  V  and  fo  the  meaning  is,  as  if  be  had  fatd,  ^ 
quiring  atfter  tlie  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah,  and  ai 
that  it  is  already  begun  to  be  ere£bedf  ^ter  61 
mencement  of  John  Baptift's  miniftry,  who  wai 
the  kinji^dom  of  God  was  at  hand ;  arid  jiow  it  i 
gun  :  The  gofpel  is  preached  y  the  truth  of  it  is 
miracles  *,  the  Mefliih  is  already  amoffg  you^  ai 
Qiultirudes  who  already  believe  in  himi  and  yei 
notice  of  all.* 

But  although  this  ienfe  of  the  words  be  very  a| 
to  the  original  and  context,  yet  I  (hall  at  prcfei 
reading  of  our  own  tr«n{l.ition,  the  kingdom  of 
ym^  which  is  a!fo  agreeable  10  the  original }  and 
ing  is,  as  if  he  had  faid,  *  You  fodiflily  dream  < 
kingdom  to  the  Meflinh^  like  that  of  the  kingdoms 
but  you  midake  it;  my  kingdom  is  of  a  fpiritiia 
it  is  the  glory  of  my  admintftration,  that  1  do  not 
vtrn  the  bodies  and  outward  liberties  of  men,  a: 
and  confciencts :  I'lie  principal  throne  of  my  k 
the  foul,  the  more  noble  part  of  the  man/ 
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■M*lieaitf«  by  the  power  of  mj  grace  and  fpiric,  yon  can 
PIMe  00  benefit  by  my  adiqiniilracion/ 
^flie  doQLrinc  I  memiozi  is  this,  <<  Tbat  the  kingdom  of 
Pttift  in  this  world  is  of  a  fpiritaal  name,  utd  is  principAliy 
failed-  in  the  heart  and  fopi  within  a  nun  ;**  J  be  kingdom  9/ 
%iit  vriiUnjou. 

i^We  find  Chrift  aScrting  this,  when  before  the  bar  of  PI-* 
^  10  be  judged  for  his  lifei  John  xviti*  36.  ''  My  kingdom 
|S  he)  is  not  of  this  world  ;  If  my  kingdom  were  of  this 
i^  then  would  my  ferrants  fight,  that  1  ihould  not  be  de- 
sd  to  th:;  Jews:  out  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from  hence/' 
Fhe  had  faidi  '  Thou  haft  noreafon  to  entertain  any  jea- 
r  of  my  kingdom  and  goremment,  as  though  it  had  any 
encj  to  hurt  or  difturb  Cxfar's  gorcrnment ;  for  it  is 
slly  Ipiritoaly  relating  to  the  hearts  and  fouls  of  the  chil-* 
I  of  men,  to  reduce  them  to  their  obedience  and  duty 
rjowe,  both  to  God  and  to  one  another/  Accordingly  wc 
I,  chat,  through  the  whole  of  the  fcriptures*  his  deolings  are 
tlie  heart  or  inward  man»  Pfal.  li.  6.  '*  rhou  dcfireil 
I  in  the  inward  parts  i  and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  ihalt 
;me  to  know  wifdom/'  '^  My  fon  {[vfs  the  Lord  by 
QOn)  gife  me  thine  heart/'  lie  (lands  at  the  door  of 
!  heart,  and  knocks ;  and  it  is  the  ererlafling  doors  of  the 
^  irt  diat  are  fummoned^  with  fo  much  Iblemnity,  to  be  lifted 
p  uato  him,  Pfah  xxi? .  7.  But  I  do  not  ftand  farther,  at 
peCent,  in  the  confirmation  of  a  trutlrfo  plain.    It  will  be 

Ether  erident  in  the  profecution  of  the  do£irinc,  which, 
Ottgii  divine  aflilUnce,  I  ihali  attempt  in  the,  following  or* 
fandmethcd. 

1. 1  would  inquire  a  little  into  the  Htaation  anJ  goTcrnment 
f  the  heart,  before  the  kingdom  of  God  come  to  be  eredcd. 

IL  I  would  inquire  a  little  into  the  nature  of  this  kingdom 
f  God,  that  is  {aid  to  be  within  us. 

III.  Why  it  gets  the  dcGgnation  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  king'' 
^  of  God. 

IV.  How,or  afterwhat  way,thi8  kingdom  comes  tobecrefted* 

V.  Give  fome  qualities  of  this  kingdom  of  God. 

VL  Shew  bow  much  tlie  face  of  affairs  within  is  changed 
» the  better,  when  the  kingdom  of  God  is  reared  up. 
Vll.  Make  fome  appiicaiiou  of  the  whole. 

I,  Thc^r/t  tiling  is  to  inquire  a  little  into  the  melancholy 
tlation  oi  the  foul,  or  of  the  inward  man,  before  the  king- 
>Hi  of  God  be  reared  up  by  the  power  of  divine  grace. 
In  general  then  you  would  know»  ihat,  before  the  kingdom 
fjod  come  to  be  vfithin  us,  our  hearts  arc  juft  a  cage  of  un- 
clean 


49^  7^^  fCingdom  of  God  iviiliia  ibe  SomI  ^f  MaMw 
clean  birds,  i  vnii  t.ti  you  of  fomc  fad  ^ijuefts  llui  arc  wi 
4oor!  ,r  before  the  kingdom  of  God  be  f*'t  up  in  fhc  heart, 
i^t  'A**'^  f*^^^!  1*  within.  There  arc  few  bodily,  butffi 
fpifituai  pf^ff'Rions  in  o«r  day  ;  for  hz  rule*  and  "  wcflfcl 
rhe  h^j^rfti  of  the  children  of  difobediencc,**  Eph,  iiil*  i 
fits  as  commander  in  chief  there,  and  he  fays  m  one  m 
file  hti^rt:,  Go,  and  it  goesf  ^nd  lo  nnorher,  Come^  ill 
comes,  to  do  htm  fervicc,  and  promote  hU  tntercll  in  tlx  « 
iSome,  when  call  itito  a  pafliunj  and  injured  by  theirut 
bouT,  are  ready  to  fay,  '  The  devil  is  in  luch  or  fucb  %\ 
fon  :*  Although  fuch  a  w^y  of  fpeaking  difcovcrs  htiltof 
fe«r  of  God,  yet  it  is  a  ccruin  timh,  of  every  UDCOorc 
pcrfon,  the  devil  is  reaJly  in  him  j  he  rcigng  and  rules  ia 
hcArcs  of  the  children  of  difohedience-  It  ii  his  mint  mdft 
vhcrc  he  frames  all  hts  ettgines  for  dtfbonouring  God  in 
vifible  world.  Hence  he  that  commits  fin  is  faid  to  beo 
deviL  They  are  his^br^ts  and  oi^Vprin^,  the  feed  of  th^ 
ferpcnt,  "  Ye  arc  of  your  f^ither  the  dcfit/*  f^r  ye  di 
work*  f;iys  Chrift,  fpcAking  of  tht  Jews, 

%d!y^  The  world  and  its  vanitiCK  'at*-  within  before  the' 
dom  of  God  come  to  be  within,  Ecclcf.  iii.  1 1.  fays  Solo 
concerning  the  natural  man,  whofe  portion  is  in  this 
••  Alfo  he  hath  fet  the  world  in  their  hearts  •,"  that  is, 
in  a  way  of  righteous  judgement,  gives  up  men  unto  f< 
and  earthly  aftedlions ;  fo  that  the  ferpent's  curfe  clca^ 
them,  Ge^.  iii.  14.  **  Upon  thy  belly  Ihalt  thou  go,  an< 
llialt  thou  eat."  The  man  is  fenfuaJ,  not  having  the  Sp 
God,  but* the  fpirit  of  this  world,  which  makes  him 
jirovelling  among  the  duft  of  the  earth,  feeding  himfel 
aOies,  which  are  rank  poifon  to  his  foul ;  **  for  to  be  ca 
minded  is  death,'*  Rom.  viii.  6. 

3^//;,  All  the  rotten  ftufl'  of  a  depraved  nature  is  w 
every  iraagination  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart  is  evil 
:>nd  continually  evil.  Wickednefs,  yea,  dcfpeiare  wickc 
IS  within  the  heart,  before  the  kingdom  of  God  be  rea 
there.  Atheifm  lodgt^s  there ;  **  for  the  fool  hath  faid 
heart,  that  there  is  no  God."  Enmity  againft  God  lodge? 
**  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againll  God,  and  is  not  I 
JO  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."  Pride  is  ^ 
which  is  juft  the  poifon  of  the  old  fcrpent,  that  he  mfu 
to  our  nature  :  '•  The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his 
v'ill  not  feck  after  God,"  Pfal.  x.  4.  What  but  the  p 
the  heart  keeps  finners  from  fubmitting  to  the  righto 
of  Chrifk,  and  going  about,  with  the  Jews,  to  cflablii 
own  righteoufiicfs  ?  What  but  the  pride  of  the  heart 
the  fmner,  like  Laodice«,  to  imagine  that  he  is  *•  ric 

in 
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ncreafed  with  goods,  and  (lands  in  t^ced  of  nothing  r*  What 
3Ut  pride  makes  them  to  fay  to  God,  "  Depart  from  us,  for 
wt  dcfire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways  ?  What  is  the  Al- 
mighty that  we  fliould  fcrvc  him?"  Job  zxi.  14.  15.  "  Wc 
auifelires  are  lords,  and  will  come  no  more  unto  thee."  Un- 
belief, which  calls  God  a  liar,  is  within,  in  its  full  reign,  be. 
Fore  the  kingdom  of  God  come  to  be  fet  up.  Oh  how  much 
Rced  of  that  caution  1  Heb.  iii.  12.  **  Take  heed,  Jbrethren>  left 
there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,'  in  departing 
From  the  living  God."  It  is  becaufe  of  the  univerfal  afccnd- 
aat  that  the  fin  of  unbelief  has  among  finners  under  the  gof- 

Eiel,  that  the  complaint  is  fo  often  repeated,.  *<  Who  hath  be- 
ieved  our  report."  The  darknefs  of  helliih  ignorance  is  vrith- 
in ;  by  nature  *'  we  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  tbroogii 
the  ignorance  that  is  in  us." 

Not  to  multiply  particulars  upo^  this  bead,  the  heart,  as 
Chrift  informs  ui,  is  the  very  fource  of  all  wickednefs  that  is 
perpetrate  upon  .the  factf  of  the  earths  for  <*  out  of  it  proceed 
evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,"  perjury,  and  all  manner 
of  profanity,  Mark  vii.  21.  Ic  is  firfl  afted  in  the  heart,  be- 
fore it  be  a£led  in  the  life :  Hence  is  that  exhortation  unto  Je- 
rufalem,  which  every  one  may  apply,  '*  O  Jerufalem,  wafh 
thine  heart  from  wickednefs,  that  thcu  mayfl  be  f^ved ;  how 
long  fliall  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  thee  ?** 

Thus- 1  have  given  you  a  (liort  view  of  what  is  within  doors, 
before  the  kingdom  of  God  come  to  be  within. 

II.  liht/d'cnd  thing  is  to  (how,  what  is  this  kingdom  of  God 
which  he  fets  up  in  the  heart  and  foul  of  man,  which  is  fo  full 
•f  wickednefs  by  n:iture. 

For  underftanding  this  you  would  know,  that  God  is  faid 
to  have  a  fourfold  kingdom  \  his  kingdom  of  nature ;  his  king- 
dom of  providence ;  his  kingdom  of  grace  here  -,  and  his  king- 
dom of  gl^ry  hercafccr. 

ij/?,  Ills  kingdom  of  nature.  When  God  gave  a  being  unto 
this  world,  and  all  the  creatures  that  are  in  ir,  he  appointed  them 
certain  laws,  whereby  they  were  to  be  govcincd  unio  the  ends 
he  had  before  him,  in  giving  them  a  being.  Thuf;,  as  the  God 
of  nature,  he  gives  hv.s  unto  the  cclcilial  luminaries  of  fun, 
moon,  and  (lars,  to  obferve  their  annual  and  diurnal  motions  ; 
And  by  the  fame  laws  of  nature,  the  "  birds  of  the  air,  the 
beads  of  the  field,  the  fi(h  of  the  fea,  and  all  that  pafTeth 
through  the  p.iths  of  the  feas,"  are  guided  unto  their  proper 
ends,  with  as  great  order  and  regularity,  as  though  they  were 
infptred  with  reafonable  fouls.  By  thefe  laws  of  the  God  of 
siature,  feed-tine  and  harvclt,  fu.nmjr  and  winter,  day  and 
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night,  cbferre  their  feafcns:  This,  I  %,  is  catkd  Gd 
dom  of  nnture,  - 

7dfyt  There  Is  Im  kingi^am  of  proiricleficet  whcrctf 
holds  and  governs  M  his  Lfe;ilurcs,  *nJ  all  thtir  ^dioo 
kmf  them  fubfeivirnt  to  his  own  ^loridiis  delign.  Ac 
bis  government  is  ncc  tied  fo  down  to  the  laws  of  Eytii 
he  can  countefAfl  thrm  whenc*^?  he  his  i  mtnJ  5  bei 
vert  iTie  order  tif  nature,  ;md  Hop  ami  coUfitermjnd  U 
fures  from  following  their  rurnral  courfe  ;  as  when  hci 
tiie  ntotion  of  the  ftih  in  the  d;»ys  of  JoflmJ,  and  mndi 
ttjm  back  in  the  days  of  Hezekiijh  ;  when  he  reilraio 
fire  from  confumin^  the  three  chrldreii,  aod  the  lioDi 
tearing  Daniel  \  and  m^tk.  ihe  waters  of  the  Ited  fcan 
up  in  5ie3ps  till  Ifmel  had  paHTed  through,  and  the  wjj 
Jordan  to  run  back  to  their  fountains-  Th^rc  is  not  an^ 
tUTcliut  Is  under  the  command  of  hi«  provickt^ial  kt 
and  government-  This  his  kingdom  '*  rnleth  o?er  ail 
in  he^iTen,  and  things  on  e^rth^  and  things  under  the  e 
imgcls,  mtPj  :5nd  devils,  and  all  creattires  above,  orbd 
his  pJeafure. 

3^/^,  There  is  this  kingdom  of  his  grace,  where  lie 
his  riirone  of  prace,  and  difplays  the  riches  of  his  gn 
love  among  the  children  of  men,  which  is  jufl  the  chui 
litant. 

4thiyf  His  kingdom  of  glory,  or  church  triumph 
heaven,  where  he  reigns  among  faints  and  angels  for  ci 

Now,  it  is  the  rhirj^  viz.  his  kingdom  cf  grace,  that 
fpeak  of.  Now,  God's  kingdom  of  grace  in  this  worl 
divided  into  that  which  is  vifible  and  invifiblc. 

1.  God's  vifible  kingdonj  of  grace  is  either  univcrfa 
fifting  of  all  through  the  world,  that  have  a  credible  pn 
of  faith  in  Chrift,  and  fubjc^Uon  to  him,  as  their  Judge 
and  Lawgiver;  or  it  is  raore  particular,  confiding  of  a 
of  men,  profefling  the  name  of  Chrift  in  a  nation,  in 
vince,  in  a  country,  or  yet  in  a  particular  family ;  for  \ 
cf  the  church  of  God  in  a  houfe  or  family.     Bat  ihrn, 

2.  We  are  to  confider  that  Gad  has  his  invifiblc  kii 
made  up  only  of  real  believers  i  who  are  joined  to  th 
jefus  as  their  Prophet,  Pritft,  and  King,  not  only  by  ili 
of  an  outward  profcflion,  hut  by  an  inward  panicipa; 
his  Spirit  of  faith.  '1  hit?  invifible  kingdom,  I  fiy,  is  m 
of  believers  only,  and  ihcy  arc  called  his  invifible  chi 
king;ilom,  becaufe  his  government  is  principally  featcd 
hidden  man  of  the  heart,  wi»ich  is  not  obvious  to  the 
infpc<Jiion  and  obfervation,  but  only  as  the  fruits  of  hit 
nal  government  in  the  heart  flow  out  in  the  life  and 


"be  Kingdom  o/God  within  tie  Saul  of  Mm.       49J 
:e  it  isy  ihit  Chrtft  here  fays.  Tie  kingdom  rf  QeJ  is 
t.     And  by  ic  I  under  (land  the  work  ot  grace  in  like 
a  ftnner»  whereby  every  £aculty  and  power»  both  of 
tx)dy,  which  naturally  were  in  rebellion  againfl  Gixlp 
moulded,  and  brought  in  fubje^lioo  unto  the  Lord  1 
neftf  of  the  mind  is  made  to  give  way  to  ^^  tlic  liglit 
)ry  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefui  Chrift ;"  tlic  rebellion 
1  to  yield  unto  God's  will  of  grace,  preceptf  and  pro* 
the  afieQions,  which  were  .i^attered  among  a  tliuu* 
ties,  are  nuule  to  center  upon  God  inChrilt,  as  their 
d  ultimate  obje£l. 

his  kingdom  within  the  foul,  it  is  defcribcd  to  us  v»> 
fcripture  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  I  (lull  ntme  a  few 
criptural  charaflers  of  it,  becaufe  wc  can  huve  iii> 
ons  of  divine  and  fupernatural  things,  except  wc  rr «* 
r  conceptions  of  them  by  the  revelation  of  ihr  word, 
len,  it  is  fometimes  calledi  a  being  born  agsin,  Johit 
xcept  a  man  be  born  again^  he  cannot  enter  iiiiu  ihr 
of  God«"  This  was  fuch  a  mydery  unto  N}C0<lemua^ 
ys,  though  a  mafter  in  Ifrael,  ^'  Can  a  man  be  bvrii 
s  old  ?  Can  he  enter  the  fecond  time  into  his  mo«. 
nby  and  be  born  ?"  As  in  the  natural  birtlii  the  illlUf 
out  of  the  darkcellof  itsmothcr'sbclly,  into  this  rooiii 
bme  world,  and  that  with  much  pain  and  travail  | 
lew  birth  the  fmner  is  brought  out  of  the  dark  vault 

where  it  never  faw  the  fun,  into  a  world  of  gracr^ 
;  Lord  is  its  e\'erlafting  light;  and  this  cannot  be  ac. 
d  without  violence  done  unto  corrupted  nature, 
rafioneth  for  the  moft  part  violent  throws  and  paiigi, 
of  a  travailing  woman. 

nd  it  fometimes  called  a  new  creation,  2  Cor.  v.  1 7, 
*es  are  fo  miferaUy  marred  by  the  fail,  that  when 
:s  to  ere£t  his  kingdom  within  us,  he  finds  no  pre* 
latter  out  of  whicn  to  form  it ;  and  therefore  the 
ting  power  that  was  put  forth  in  framing  of  the  hca- 

laying  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  mull  be  put 
.'aring  up  hid  kingdom  in  the  foul, 
nctimes  it  is  expreffed  bv  a  liberating  of  the  captive 
)ondage  and  prifon  in  which  he  is  (hut  up.  If.  UL  i« 
ner  is  led  captive  by  Satan  at  his  will ;  be  has  the 
bonds  of  iniquity  wreathed  about  the  poor  foul,  and 
mt  up  m  a  dungeon  of  darkmfs,  that  he  cannot  fee 
d  fliVf  ry,  or  the  way  of  his  efcape.  Now,  when 
:  Captain  of  falvation,  comes  by  his  word  and  8pi«« 
r  up  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  foul,  he  breaks  ta 
fetters  of  captivity  ;  he  fays  to  the  prifoners.  Come 

forth. 
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forth,  and  to  tiim  th^^i  tiu  m  d^rkncf^i  8hew  thjMU 

whom  the  Son  tljus  makes  fre*-,  they  ^fc  free  itidccdj  j 
red  unto  the  plorious  liberty  of  ilie  children  of  God: 

(4*)  It  lA  Called  a  rrvealtng  of  Chrift  jn  the  foul*  Oil 
16.  **  Ir  pltftfcJ  God  to  reveal  his  Sou  in  mc  :  The  *; 
face  of  covcrmg  Is  retit^  and  the  light  of  the  knowledjtc 
gloff  of  God  in  the  f;iCC  of  Jtfus  thrift  Qiinea  into  the! 
whereby  the  nianj  that  was  formerly  darknefj^v  becomes  I1 
the  Lord :  And  in  this  light  of  ihe  Lord,  the  man,  wj 
blind,  IS  made  to  lee  light  cltarly,  tnfomuch^  that  he  mi 
at  every  thing  in  the  revehtion  of  the  word^  efpeci^ly  b 
a*  wondering  at  the  glory  of  Chrid'i  pcrfon  and  undert 
faying,  **  Without  tontrovcr fy,  great  is  the  myftery  of 
ncfj;  God  was  m^inifcftcd  in  the  flclh."  He  wonders 
glory  of  the  divine  aitrib\irc&  and  jierfcflions  difpfaycd 
pcrfon  and  w*ork,  fayingi  *'  Who  iS  a  God  like  unto  t 
Mic^h  vii.  18. 

(5.)  It  is  called  a  being  jomed  to  the  Lord  i  he  th 
joined  unto  the  Lord  is  one  fpint/'  The  man  now  be* 
hold  Chrilt  as  a  new  Head  iA  iiiflutnce  and  govern  men 
quits  the  firft  Adam  as  a  covenant  head,  and  becomes  d 
all  expedlation  of  life  and  righteoufnefs  by  Adam's  cov 
and  is  married  to  a  better  Hufl)and  :  he  quits  the  devil 
head  and  ruler,  the  old  head  of  apoflafy  and  rebelllo: 
joins  himfelf  to  the  Lord  Jefus  as  his  Head,  and  holds  ] 
a  Head  from  whom,  as  by  joints  and  bands,  he  has  n< 
ir.ent  minidcrcd,  whereby  he  is  made  to  increafe  with  1 
crcafe  of  God,  Col.  ii.  19. 

(6.)  It  is  fometimes  called  a  refurrfcllon,  Eph.  il.  i 
fmner  is  dead  in  trcfpafTes  and  fins,  and  behold  he  (link 
it  is  faid  of  Lazarus,  John  xi.  39.  He  is  quite  putrt 
the  grave  of  fin,  **  no  Ibundnels  in  him,  from  the  fole 
foot,  even  unto  the  head,"  no  principle  of  life  :  but  whe 
comes  to  fct  up  his  kingdom  within,  the  fpirit  of  life 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  enters,  and  makes  him  a  partaker 
firft  refurredlion  ;  the  dry  bones  are  made  to  live,  by  th; 
ing  of  the  four  winds  of  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Gh 

(7.)  h  is  fometimes  called  God's  worknianfnip-,  ye  ar 
workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrill  Jcfus  unto  good  works, 
ii.  10.  and  Philip,  i.  6.  it  is  called  a  good  work,  **  H 
hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  t 
of  Jefus  Chriit."  The  crcdlion  of  this  fpiritual  kingc 
the  foul  is  the  work  of  God,  it  carries  the  peculiar  iU 
God  upon  it ;  and  it  is  a  good  work,  becaufe  it  is  : 
whereby  the  ruins  of  ilie  fall  of  Adam  are  repaired,  a: 
image  of  God  is  rellcrcd,  ^cc. 


The  Kingdom  of  ijod  \biihin  tic-  Soul  uf  Ma/,,        .|.v. 

^lany  other  names  are  given  in  kripturc  uiiio  iiii.>  niii^;<ti)iii 
Cvod  in  the  foul  \  for  initance,  it  is  called  a  bcni^  (l^r.nl  to 
laWf  and  a  being  married  uiiio  Chrilt.  bomctiineb  a  bciii^; 
iWn  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  and  bands  of  love.     Smnr. 
the  baptifoi  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.   Somctimcttt  an  opr.niii)^ 
the  eyes  of  the  blind,  and  a  turning  fiom  darkncii.  uniii 
Sometimes  a  being  favcd,  and  called  with  m\  linly 
Sometimes  an  opening  of  the  hciart:  a  lifiity,  up  oi 
cverlafting  gates  lo  Chrift.    Sometimes  a  ciruincifiri^r  llie 
to  love  the  Lord.    Fhcfei  I  fay,  and  many  oihcr  U  npiii- 
accounts  we  have  of  it,  and  here  it  iu  Called  the  hnyjlotti  nf 
'  wiibi/i  a  man.     Which  brings  me  to 
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THE  /£/r^  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to  inquire  wliy 
this  kingdom  of  grace  in  the  heart  is  called  a  khig» 
^^om,  and  the  kingdom  ef  God, 
'.  1  ifif  A  kingdom^  you  know^  Is  the  common  rcfidcncc  of  the 

^-^-.r^  bo  the  renewed  heart  is  the  refidcnce  of  "  the  King  ctcr* 
?  ;...  *^*al,  immortal,  and  invifibie,  the  only  wife  God."  If.  Ivii.  15. 
*  ^  ^^^  Thus  feith  the  high  and  lofiy  One  that  inhabiieth  eternity, 
'  Lvf^hofe  name  is  holy,  I  dwell  in  the  hi^i^h  and  holy  place,"  unto 
-"-^tr*  ^y^hich  no  man  can  approach,  and  ^'  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a 
•  r  *i:rw:^totrite  and  humble  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble, 
""  *--^^'-$':  ^nd  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones."  The  grac:ou> 
^  -  =r  -  IoqI  is  built  up  "  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit  j  I 
-''^**  {.  irill  dwell  in  them,  and  1  will  walk  in  them,  faith  the  Lord." 
*'  i::-?  The  expreffion  is  amazing,  it  imports  a  fixed  rcfidcncc,  and 
--  i.'r-*  that  with  wonderful  pleafure  and  fatibfaclion. 
^^v*  '  idlff  A  kingdom  has  its  laws  by  which  it  is  governed. 

"^^  So  in  theheart  of  the  believer  the  law  of  God  is  cllabliflied  ; 

'  -  ~        « I  ^rill  put  my  law  in  their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  i:i  their 

-^  hearts,"  Jer.  xxxi.  34.    It  is  f.iid  of  the  rij^hteous  man,  *•  The 

law  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart,  none  of  his  ftcps  fli  ill  Aide,"  Pfal. 

•'    -  Vol..  IIL  3  R  xxxvji.  3x, 
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xxjivik  ^1,  Thr  grac^  of  Goii  doth  tioi  reach  cr  kail  foil 
lefs  liberty  in  fin  ?  tio>  but  it  teaches  to  dmy  **  all  unpilk 
and  worldly  luft?,  and  to  walk  fobcrlt,  righfcouflyi  aud  fu 
in  this  prcfoit  world-"  IndcciHhc  doflrine  of  grace  float 
in  the  head,  may  poflSbly  Iffad  men  of  corrupi  beam,  thtm 
their  own  miftaken  notions  of  the  grace  of  God,  to  atjpic, 
fomc  did  in  the  apQftlc's  dafs,  "  Let  us  f\n,  that  gntt  i 
ftbound  ;^  But  the  ^ace  of  God,  when  it  faftena  opw  ' 
beartf  it  teaches  lo  deny  all  gn^fodlincfs:  And  how  doti 
teach  this  ?  But  by  engraving  the  law  of  God  in  the  hn^ 
by  caning  the  heart  mto  that  mould  of  hoItnefiJ  thsttl^l 
of  God  requires,  and  then  the  tnan  delfghts  "  in  theh* 
the  Lord  after  the  inward  man  i''  and  having  a  tnfifa 
of  the  law  within,  obedience  to  it  in  the  outward  w^k' 
comes  juft  the  man's  clement,  fo  that  he  **  rejoices  and  wo 
fighteoufnefs,  and  remembers  the  Lord  in  his  waysj  mf  I 
breakcth  for  the  longin^r  that  it  hath  unto  thy  righteous  jd 
jnems  at  all  timcb,*'  Pfal*  ciix,  20. 

2d/yf  A  kingdom  hath  its  courts  of  equity^  where  right 
wrong  are  determined. 

So  there  is  a  court  of  jufticc  cftablifhcd  in  the  fpiri 
kingdom  which  is  fct  up  within,  I  mean  the  court  of  c 
fciencc  informed  and  inflru^ed.  The  law  of  God  \n 
written  on  the  heart  by  the  finger  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  c 
fcience,  God's  deputy,  reads  and  underftands  it,  and  either 
cufes  or  excufes,  according  as  his  a£^ions  arc  agreeable  or 
agreeable  unto  the  law  of  God,  which  he  has  given  him  as 
rule  of  his  obedience  :  It  is  true,  there  is  fomcthing  like 
to  be  found  in  the  Heathen,  and  men  who  arc  yet  in  a  r 
tal  (late,  as  you  fee,  Rom.  ii.  Biit  when  the  king' 
of  God  comes  to  be  fet  up  in  the  foul,  the  great  1 
of  the  court  he  purges  it  from  dead  works,  whereby  it 
been  defiled  and  ftupified,  fupports  the  authority  of 
own  deputy,  renews  his  commiflion,  and  commands  c 
adlion  of  the  heart  or  life  to  be  firiftly  tried  and  txamin 
its  bar,  declaring,  that  what  confcience,  according  to  his 
binds  on  earth,  Ihall  be  bound  in  heaven,  and  what  it 
proves  on  earth  fhall  be  approved  in  heaven.  And  h 
comes  that  tendernefs  of  heart  and  life  that  is  to  be  f< 
among  thofe  that  arc  truly  exercifed  unto  godlinefs,  « 
the  world  are  ready  to  ridicule,  under  the  notion  of  nee 
nicety,  and  precifc  fingularity,  and  what  not ;  and  are  i 
to  think  it  (Irange,  thar  they  run  not  with  them  unto  the 
courfea  of  riot  or  deftftion.  Why,  the  matter  is  this,  the 
is  afraid  if  he  walk  as  others  do,  hr  (hall  iranfgrefs  the  la 
Gud  which  he  finds  in  his  heart,  and  fo  be  arraigned  and 

dci 


iMMmv  tht  4Mir»fUlo«nicoarcieiice)  and  have  the  fea* 
i  waM  fa  iNBtiw  bf  theliorf  of  tbf  ccmfcieocci  and  br 
benB lfc< fUfcrf •  Oitrfcmpiiig €opfcicnoe»  and  9 ffown- 
Ci«4  kivmM  mberliaie  aU  the  vofW  clfPiiiing  and 
l^likmi,  wJhiMiiiug,  tlM  the  Toiilea  of  tht  vm U,  ant 
««Mi  aM  jcllilf.  viU  4o  bim  littk  leffice  when  nndcr 
taWapgaa^f  an  iiyatoied  conioenoef  and  the  cfvror  ^ 
||if  GU  f  «ll«r€M>  If  God  and  hia  depiiif  appioff  <if  him 
ia«»]^  b«  iaoapaMeio  tejoiee  hi  tfibolatioo,  diftveCb  &- 
VJMfcadpcfti  and^  mtnrard  mUcrjib  fiiyivg  frith  Panl» 

iri  "  ' 


^  A  Iriifdoji  hath  ila  lareafiurf  und  ftorHmilS^ 
iMily  hear  nf  ihr  pnUie  mtafimf  dT^  king. 

thii  <^Mti«>  fcingdom  of  iM  thai  t$  wicMn.  haa  ita 
-honfe  I  hot,  with  this  dJiiMfice»  that  thf  Aoics  of  other 
lo«M  lurf  withi«  4he■l^  hot  iha  Aara^ioiife  of  this  ioTi* 

khwloBa  fica  wtthont  i^  oaioflyf  in  Cbrift,  who  ii  the 
1  of  thf  kin^domc  fgr«  k  hath  <^  ^cafied  the  Fadiar,  that 
m  AooM  all  fnlocft  dwallg^that  oot  of  hia'  fnlpcft  we 
yd  ffoeive  grace  fior  gracCt''  CoK  i.  f 9*  John  L  i^.  And 
a  fica  one  of  the  principal  diffneocoa  hetwaen  God'a 

"wiiji  Adam  hi  {pnocenert  undor  a  co?eiuiiit  of  worka^ 
Ida  w»f  with  ^Ue?rrf  utitor  a  coveitont  of  grace  s  God 
Adui  the  ftKk  in  hlf  own  hand»  irith  a  prooiift  of  li/c 
iqppaovod  iti  jand  a  ihrcaTaning  of  dM^  And  etaroa}  min 
loft  and  fpenf  ]i  \  hnt^  in  Ae  corenwit  of  gftce,  God  will 
ffftft  mm  with  ihe  ftock»  hot  ha  haa  laid  it  innha  hand  of 
ft,  M  the  Head  of  tha  new  corenaoty  and  the  promire  of 
iaiiot  made  to  na  diKfUf,  bat  to  hin»>  and  aU  that  em- 
r  him  br  »  £iil^  ^  hia  own  oparation»  for  *^  thi«  i$  the 
rd  that  God  bath  ^m  unto  us  ctem4  lift,  giid  f  hia  life 
Ua  Soa»  aodhe  tbiit  hadi  the  Soo, hath  fife/'  a  John  v. 
%•       ^ 

Vj,  A  Jdngdom  commonly  haa  iti  cnemiets  both  foreign 
mt/iis^9  wkh  whom  it  wages  war, 
ift  fb  is  k  with  the  kingdom  of  God  reared  up  in  the  heirt 
it  fowercf  divine  grace :  It  liaa  bn^  enemiea  with 
n  lit  ia  comiooaUj  grappli«g»  Satan,  the  god  of  thia 
d,  and  all  hia  awufiarim,  *<  Um  htft  of  the  flelb,  the  loft 
t  ere,  and  the  pride  of  life,''  are  oootiomdly  at  war  to 
it.  Hence  ia  that  of  the  apoftle,  f*  .We  wreftie  not  agaioft 
find  bloml  onlf*  Imt  fgainft  prindpilitiea  end  powers, 
lit  the  rulers  of  the  darknda  of  this  world,  agaihft  fpi* 

ritual 


j;3»        7*i#  Kingdom  of  God  u-'ithm  iht  Souf  cf  Mdwl 

riluil  wickcdnciTtiS  in  high  places/*  And  then  this  Vmf^tm 
%t  war  with  the  imeftine  enemy  of  intlwdiing  fin,  Tftmim 
rttheirnif  rem  lining  enmity,  unbelief,  [iritle,  carnal  tt^,  hfj 
erlfy ;  thcfc  lie  lurking  in  ihe  fccret  cornerft  of  ihc  foat^wi 
ing  ail  opportunities  to  betray  it  into  the  hand  of  the  deTili 
I  he  world  from  without :  and  therefore  the  poor  hcYvtra 
obliged  to  keep  even  his  own  heart  with  all  diligence:  tb 
A  hot  battle  has  the  grice  of  God  within,  with  indfceliingd 
ruption^  when  none  in  all  the  wt5dd  knows  tt  \  "  ttie  ii 
ludeth  againil  the  Spiriti  and  the  Spirit  againft  the  fiffc,! 
thcfc  two  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other  *,"  which  madei 
apoftle  Paul  to  cry  J  "  I  find  a  law  in  my  mcmberSj  wiiti 
flg^inll  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  mt  into  captiTit^ 
the  law  of  lln  which  is  in  my  members.  O  wretched  mzn  I 
I  «m,  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death,* 

Cihly^  A  kingdom  hath  its  magazines  for  mlHary  pWiC 
We  read  of  David's  armoury  in  the  kingdoni  of  Ifraelj  »li 
did  hang  the  iliieUis  of  the  mighty- 

So  this  kingdom  of  grace  within  has  its  armoury,  fiomtrl 
it  is  furnifhed  with  weapons,  and  all  neccflary  prbvifion 
carrying  on  the  war  againft  Satan,  the  world,  and  indwcl 
corruption;  and  the  armoury  of  this  kingdom  is  none  o 
than  the  word  of  God,  Eph.  vi.  1 1.  We  read  of  the  w 
armour  of  God,  whereby  we  are  enabled  to  ftand  againft 
wiles  of  Satan.  There  we  are  direftcd,  vcr.  14 
have  our  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  God's  own  gi 
for  *^  truth  is  the  girdle  of  his  loins  and  reins ;"  the  rig 
oufnefi^  of  Chrift  revealed  in  the  gofpel  is  to  be  our  br 
plate,  to  defend  aganifl  all  charges  and  accufations  from 
devil,  the  world,  or  an  accufing  confcience  :  Our  feet,  ver 
are  to  be  fliod  with  the  gofpel  of  peace,  which  is  the  pr 
ration  againft  the  r:>agh  and  thorny  paths  we  may  trave! 
following  the  Lamb  whifherforver  he  goes  ;  and  then,  ver 
faith  fraughted  with  the  belief  of  the  word,  is  a  (hicld 
defends  the  foul  againft  all  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan,  Thcl 
of  falvation.  ver.  •  7.  and  **  immortality  brought  to  light  ir 
gofpel,"  is  a  helmet  that  defends  the  head  againft  all 
ihowers  of  temptation  that  may  come  from  the  devil,  am 
worhl.  And  the  word  of  God,  fkilfully  managed  in  the  I 
of  faith,  is  tiie  fword  of  the  Spirit's  furnifhing,  which 
defends  the  foul,  and  offends  the  enemy,  and  puts  hi 
fligl't.     Thus  this  kingdom  has  its  armoury. 

ytMy'y  A  kingdom  has  its  confederates,  with  whom  it 
league,  oflenfivc  and  dcfenfive. 

So  has  this  fpiritual  kingdom  of  God  in  the  foul :  God 


bChrift  is-  itt  grett  and  glorioiis  Confederate.  At  the  fame 
iMit  he  difartiiols  the  man's  covenant  widi  hell,  and  his 
ement  widi  death,  he  makes  with  him  an  "  eferlaftin| 
namtf  even  the  fure  mercies  of  Davidi"  Jer.  nxii.  40* ' 
irin  make  M  everlafting  corenant  with  them,  that  I  will 
torn  away  horn  them,  t6  d^  them  good  1  biEit  I  will  piU 
Spar  tri  llieir  hearts/ dut  they  (hall  not  depart  frcml  me:*^ 
rirtoe  <yf  this  cotenant,  tie  is  engaged  to  be  their  ^  God 
hrer,  and  their  Guide  even  unto  deadi  ;**  ta  go  with  them 
rough  fire  and  water;  to  ftrengthcn,  h«lp,  an^'tiphold 
I  with  the  vig^t  hand  of  his  nghteoufneft  i**  whaterer 
e. they  are engagied  in,  to  ftand  at  their  ritht  hand,  to 
diem  *^  fipom  them  that  wo.u1<i  condemn  their  foul  ("^and 
never  pieceirf iwork  or  duty  he  calls  them  to,  to  work  1ft 
I  *<bodi  towill'and  to  do  of  his  own  good pleafurcf^ 
dat  he  ^yriJk  never,  never,  never  leave  not  fotfake  them*** 
dins- yen  fee  upon  what  account  tbt  work  of  grace  id  the 
is  csdkd  a  kinploiiu  Uke  a  kin^j^m  it  is  the  refidence  of 
peat  Kio^4  k  has  laws,  by  iduch  it  is  govetbed  1  it  has 
ait  of  equityy  where  all  iniquity  is  condemned ;  it  has  its 
uiy  tiar  is  inezhraftible ';  it  has  its  wars,  foreign  and  do^ 
i<i^  it  has  its  magazines  for  military  pfovifion,  and  its 
ederates  with  whom  it  is  in  league,  even  a  reconciled 
;  in  Qmft,  who  makes  **  a  covenant  for  them  with  the 
:s  of  the  field,  and  with  the  fowls  of  hesTcnj  and  with 
peeping  things  of  the  ground,''  Hof.  ii.  i8« 


mt  spviii  II— ^JTor  iebaid  th  imgJom  of  God  is  witbia 
you. 


VXt  THIRD  SXBfOK  OK  THIS  TEXT. 


THE  fourth  thing  was,  to  inquire  how  this  kingdom 
comes  to  be  ere£led  in  the  foul, 
he  apoftle,  we  find,  gives  an  account  of  this,  aCor.  x.  4-;» 
:r  the  notion  of  a  great  king,  with  his  armies,  invading 

an 


|«ft       Tii  Kifigdom  ^f  Goi  vcithm  tie  Sout  tfMan* 

an  enemy**  counsry,  laying  f^gc  unto  Itii  ftronp  HoWS; 
CiDg  thc0i  by  force  of  arms  unto  his  obedience ;  **  Ti 
pons  of  our  wtffare  are  jioL  canml,  bui  tntfthty  ihrcmg 
ti>  the  pulUng  dowD  of  (Iroti^  holdB,  caRtng  d^wn  in 
rioDS.  a^id  every  higii  Xhmg  ihu  t%^\lt^  itfelf  t^ail 
koowi^dge  of  Ged,  and  bringing  into  captivity  cYcry  d 
to  the  obcdierwie  of  Chhft  :*'  Wlitrc,  to  illuftj-atc  llic  i 
IB  ball d,  we  may  Dotice  tfocfe  few  tttiogs* 

i/^.  The  (Ute  and  condkioti  of  the  heart  mA  i 
man,  when  Goi,  by  the  power  of  his  Word  and 
corner  to  m^ke  an  attack  upon  kp  tD  order  to  d 
1m£  Itiiigdom  :  it  is  in  a  iiate  of  ho^liifyi  fiDitiGed  I 
ftrong  hotdSt  wails,  and  bigh  towers  and  buJirarlet, 
§\\  d^iW:\i%  that  may  be  made  upon  It,  Uribelief,  igft 
pride,  felf' conceit,  carnaJ  wifdom  and  policy,  and  the  IH 
*jf<  the  ftrong  holds  that  the  dc^il  has  reared  up  in  th< 
ipf  nian  again  S  God^  and  igainft  the  pomtt  tif  hii 
through  ttu:  power  of  normal  corruption,  the  Ctsner  ti 
^»vtd|that  be  is  wholly  in  the devtl's inteneft,  tfi  coTp-eua 
fdeatb,  and  io  ?*n  g^reement  with  hell-  And  hence  it 
xhat,  when  minifters  of  the  gofptl^  aooording  toxhri 
iiTiifliony  begio  to  noouxit  the  batteries  of  the  law  agait 
CPirruptiofis,  and  come  clofe  iionie  t^  them,  to  hit  the 
ved  idots,  crying  aloud,  und  not  fparing  themi  they  aj 
(Co  ftorm  and  rage,  accounting  tHem  their  enemies* 

^dlyy  We  may  notice  the  defignation  given  to  ot 
who  are  minifters  of  the  gofpel :  It  is  called  a  warfa 
if  we  be  true  to  our  truft,  faithful  to  God  and  to  the 
men,  we  may  Jay  our  account  with  many  a  hot  bat 
the  lufts  and  corruptions  of  men.  And  hence  it  is, 
(hall  commonly  find  faititful  minifters  of  Ch rift,  the  ^ 
of  the  malice  of  hell  and  its  emiflaries  ;  the  ftrength  ( 
is  againft  them,  commonly  in  a  day  of  pcrfecution  ;  tl 
refolvc  with  it  to  have  all  the  engines  of  hell  cmp 
ruin  them  and  their  mzniftry.  Sometimes,  and  coi 
the  enemy  attempts  to  ruin  their  name  and  charaftc 
proach  and  calumny,  in  order  to  render  their  minil 
lefs.  Sometimes  they  contradict,  and  attempt  to  wi 
by  nibbling  at  their  doflrine,  as  the  Pharifees  did  at 
trine  of  Chrift  himfelf.  Sometimes  haraffing  them  \ 
fccutions  before  their  courts,  for  difobcdience  unto  5 
quitous  laws,  as  the  Jewifh  Sanhedrim  did  the  ap< 
iChrift,  A£U  iii.  and  iv.  Sometimes  perfecuting  th 
wnto  the  very  death,  as  wc  fee  frequently  verified  v 
and  many  of  his  prophets,  under  the  Old,  and  alfo  u 
New  Tcilamcnt.     Why,  what  is  the  matter  that  fait 


\m  •«»  tlim  the  \mm  of  tfac  woiU't  nalice  >  ^W&y,  tiM 
Hcf  ti,  d«f  fi^  ^>V!S^  '^  ^  wir&ie  agMft  die  lofte 
l-cemfHioiii  of  die  worM  1  aed  by  dwir  teftioiofqr  dicy 
ilKai  diew  d|itt  dvdl  epon  die  cardi  3^  and  therefeee  diejr 
■ufcemt  ageWt  die  witwfte  (Rer.  %i.  7.V  asd  go  above 
Iftt  dbem,  oaAcaft  e«c'dicir  lumfft  ae  etU,  a«d  mm  dead 
Hli  in  die  ftfceta,"  dm  diey  moy  berid  of  d^aa,  and  of 
lb  laftiaioof  bodi  »^and  becaofe  of  tkde  and  tbe  Hbe  bard* 

rdtty  oMec  mtikf  dry  ate  fanetiBiriy  dnmigh  die  weak* 
of  nacnier  pot  to  oif  wkb  Jeremtals  ^  Wo  it  ok,  wef 
dM,  thit  dm  baft  bocn  oae  a  man  of  ftnfot  and  e  niao  of 
meotian  naooilie  whole  endii'^  Jer.  sr.  tOi . 
|di^  We  have  Ae  dtfigaof  this  warfare  that  miiiifteia  of 
tjgo^  aie  emoiojtdm :  If  ia  not  to  dcftroy  the  perfowip  \ 
iSbdi»  wofhUe  lateitfta  <n  BaeBy  hot  to  finre  their  finUi^ 
MfinuwdKnanDaithe  Ibvery  aodbondagtof  Satu  and 
ir  own  Md^  and  king  diem  mto  tbe  glorioiu  Ubenj  of  the 
n^Godi  oVtMtieapoftieenfefleaitBndiecIoUof  tbe 
ll  verfiv  "^to  bring  emy  tboogK  into  captimy  onto  the 
UBenee  of  ChriiL''  Sinneia  are  the  det iTs  captires,  lc4 
im  by  Un  in  tbe  chains  of  their  own  lofts  %  and  fo  much^ 
.thof  in  loee  with  the  dcrifs  flarerf,  that  every  inugina- 
o  of  die  thoughts  of  their  heart  is  evU  only,  and  continual* 
cviL  Noir^  the  defign  of  oor  warfarr^  as  minifters  o£ 
jiftt  is  to  proclaim  liberty  noco  the  captives,  to  free  then^ 
B  dieir  llaveryt  and  to  reduce  them  unto  Acis  ancient  aK 
sauce  and  obedience  onto  the  King  of  kbgs  and  Lord  of 
iOi  And  for  this  end  we  fet  die  trumpet  of  the  law  to  our 
otht  to  warn  finners  of  their  danger,  if  they  continue  in 
\  deviPs  finrvice,  and  to  emit  the  joyful  found  of  the  gofpet 
oipett  proclaiming  die  glorious  fulncfi,  fui^ablenefs,  and  ex- 
leoCT  of  Chrift,  and  the  love  of  God  to  loft  finners  through 
o  f  tnat,  by  thefe  cords  of  a  man,  and  bands  of  love,  we  may 
ng  ^  every  thought  of  their  heart  into  captivity  to  the  obe« 
tnce  of  Chrift,  and  of  God  in  him,  as  their  only  Judge, 
■Ig^  Sai^iour,  and  Lawgiver,"  If*  zxxiii.  22. 
4M/y,  We  have  the  weapons  that  minifters  of  tbe  gofpel  are 
make  ufe  of  in  invading  Stftan*s  kingdom,  in  order  to  the 
bBe  of  his  prifoners  and  captives  \  negatively,  tbey  are  not 
mal,  not  phyfically  carnal.  We  are  not  commanded  by  our 
eat  Blaftar,  to  advance  or  carry  on  the  warfare  of  his  King* 
m,  with  the  Popifli  and  Mahometan  weapons  of  fiie  ami 
ord  :  Chrift  never  uught  his  followers  to  make  ufe  of  the 
ve  of  arms,  to  dethrone  kings,  and  overturn  kingdoms,' in 
icr  to  fet  up  his  goTcmment  in  the  world.  When  Peter 
:w  the  fword  ou  his  behalf,  he  orders  him  to  put  it  up,  for 

all 


all  "  chrf  thif  drjv  tbc  fvord  GaB  pfiik  wkk  iBe  f«ori' 
Asi  li  die  ^irjpipt of  cmt  war(iK  arc aec  phfAalifp  bmt 
ihey  tMC  aQfaOf,  cttnsl :  TK4£  »,  tfe  cOn^iiatv  of  fonh  m&m 
die  ohglicnce  of  Chnft  t»  B<ot  earned  oa  ttf  ^ft  «tUatt  if 
«iiffi^  hxf^  OnifH  of  OTifctorir  or  of  intiiuD  eloqnencst  lis 
bmc  frmrhm  in  oat  ilif «  wKct  go  to  tlic  pul|m  oTidcr  s  pre» 
tCDCc  of  preacMoi;  Ouiil  cmcl^filt  sfid,  inJlrid  o£  thjflt,  flodf 
to  iicktC  ibc  eatt  and  f incki  of  men  vitli  a  fin^^  &t  io£ 
wofd»,  dry  heMhcniib  bir4ngocs  of  ooratit|«  on  2t  Wftt  iKfi 
le^dt  (ItttT,  tofiriog  die  pifpel  of  Cbriil,  wiih  thm  csoJuot 
wad  qiullicafioa  ^  ioro  s  n^v  Cdhio^c^  cartt^^t  of  w^tbt 
I  aft  like  &t  Pntf¥ee*  of  oiil,  wbo  %mik  tvay  tbc^  key  ot  ioxiw* 
ledge,  mJ,  inl^cail  of  o^cmn^  the  gofpel  doof  of  f^IrMioii  H) 
poor  (ycriilimg  Gnnfrs.  fbtit  ic  np^  and  woold  ^  iKithcr  OKtr 
in  tbenif^lTi-s,  oor  fuSW  othcn  lo  ro:f^  10^"  wbo  tud  A  dein 
after  tu  I  bf ^  OiriJt*s  ktn|;doai  in  the  hem  wwb  ncfcr  ^ 
taoced  by  fudi  w^apont  as  tbcf?  :  Hie  wespotsi  due  boAM 
raiottlers  make  ufe  of  are  not  carnal,  but  fpiriloal ;  oame^t 
die  "  word  of  God^  which  U  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,"  Ht^ 
iv,  11,  **  The  word  of  Gad  h  quick  and  powerful,  and  £h*Tp- 
€f  than  any  two-edged  fword^  piercing  eve  a  to  the  dindjci^ 
afur^dcTof  foLtl  acd  fpiriri  and  of  the  joints  and  marrow^  lodii 
a  difccrucr  of  the  thoughis  and  inicDCs  of  ihc  heart."  Iblk 
law  and  gofpel  are  comprehended  under  the  notion  of  tbi 
fword,  or  thefc  are  I  he  t^o  edges  thereof. 

I .  The  law  preached  in  its  fpirituality  and  eitent|  tlgout 
and  fevcrity,  is  an  engine  to  be  ntade  ufc  of  for  battering  do  wa 
The  devil's  kingdom-  Indeed  there  is  a  way  of  prcachiag  the 
Itw,  that  will  neyei  harm  the  kingdom  of  Satan i  Stneca^smd 
Plato's  morals  never  conrertcd  any  to  Chriftiinity  :  The  Phi* 
rifers  preached  the  Uw  to  the  people,  but  then  they  pared  of 
the  fpi  ritual  it  y  of  it,  and  confined  thcmfelves  10  the  bare  let- 
ter, which  m^de  n»cn  to  imaginr,  that  thty  might  be  fared  bf 
their  own  obedience,  and  thus  they  fettled  them  upon  a  fandf 
foundation-  The  way  of  preaching  the  Jaw,  fo  as  to  pull 
down 'i^itaik^s  ilrong  holds,  is  to  preach  it  as  Chrill  himfcli 
preached,  parElcuiiriy  in  his  Icrmon  upon  the  mount,  by  enter- 
ing into  its  fplriioaliiy,  a$ranf.icking  the  fouls  and  conici^ticcs 
of  men,  and  iliewing  how,  by  the  le^lt  rniful  thought  or  word, 
ihcv  become  thereby  lUbie  unto  etcrnjl  wrath  and  vengcixicCi 
accLjrdinj*  to  that  of  the  apofilc,  Gal.  iii.,  10.  *'  Curfedis  ctcfy 
one  thit  coTitlnuelh  not  hi  all  things  which  are  written  in  thfi 
bot*k  of  the  law  to  do  thtmp^'  lly  ihis  way  of  preaching  ihs 
ItWf  men  become  ^^..d  zz  :l:z  Iji.v,  llr.  b^cc:r.cj  z:iz;:::i'-V-^ 
finml,  it  revives  and  app-r.rs  in  its  native  hr!li!h  1  u*-,  whcieby 

the 
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e  Gnner  dies  to  all  conceit  of  bis  own  ability.  ftreng[thy  or 
crhteoufnefs,  and  thus  it  is  a  fchoolmaiier  to  lead  us  unto 
brifti  that  we  may  be  juftified  by  faith. 

2.  Another  weapon  or  edge  of  the  (word  of  the  word  of 
rod,  is  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  through  an  incarnat,e 
od,  a  crucified  Chrift.  "  We  prcaph  Chrift  crucifitd  (fays 
e  apoftle),  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks 
olifhnefs;  but  to  them  which  are  callcdi  both  Jews  and 
reeksy  Chrift  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God." 

I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among  yoil  (fays  Paul 
the  Corinthians),  fave  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified." 
J  this  weapon  it  was,  that  the  apoOIes  of  Chrift  invaded  the 
svirs  kingdom  of  darknefs,  whereby  the  idols  of  the  heathen 
it  ions  were  brought  down,  the  devil's  oracles  filenced,  his 
ives  and  votaries  Drought  over  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift, 
id  the  Mofaic  economy  unhinged ;  and  it  is  nothing  but  a 
in  chimera  and  imagination  of  men's  brains,  deftitute  of  the 
ae  knowledge  of  religion  and  Chrift ianity,  who  think  they 
trance  the  intereft  of  Chrift  in  the  fouls  ot  men  by  any  other 
can.  Now,  we  are  told  here,  that  thefe  weapons  qf  law 
id  gofpel  are  mighty  through  God.  It  is  not,  they  are 
ighty  through  our  eloquence,  or  through  the  excellency  of 
e  inftrument ;  no,  no,  Paul  may  plant,  and  Apollos  water^ 
It  it  is  God  that  gives  the  increafe  \  all  depends  upon  the 
incurring  efficacy  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord :  "  Not  by  might, 
>r  by  power  of  man,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord  o£ 
>fts,  '  Zech.  iv.  6.  "  He  puts  the  treafure  in  earthen  vcf- 
Is,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not 

man,"  2  Cor,  iv.  7. 

3.  We  may  notice  the  glorious  eflcGs  produced  by  thefe 
eapoDS  of  the  word,  the  artiUtry  of  Chrift's  kingdom.  What 
lecution  do  they  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  "  They  pull  down 
rong  holds ;  they  caft  down  imaginations,  and  every  high 
ing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  tlie  knowledge  of  God,  ?.nd 
ing  every  thought  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.'' 
^here  again  briefly  we  may  notice, 

(i.)  The  great  end  aimed  at  by  the  artillery  of  the  gofpel, 
tmmitted  into  the  hands  of  minifters  and  ambaiTadors  of 
hrift.     It  is  twofold  : 

[1.]  To  convey  the  knowledge  of  Godj  and,  [2.]  To 
ing  them  to  the  obedience  of  Clirift« 

[i.]  I  fay,  To  bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  God ;  "  For 
is  is  life  eternal,  to  know  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus 
irift  whom  he  hath  fent."  Sinners  have  loft  all  faving  know- 
Jgc  of  God,  of  his  nature,  of  his  will,  of  hi?  perfc£lions,  in* 
Vol.  hi.  3  S  fon^lu 
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fomucli,  th;]it  they  arc  alicnited  from  the  \\h  of  GikJi  tlifmi||k 
the  ignorance  rhat  is  in  them.  No»ir>  rhe  il^Hjit^of  tiief|o^ 
rcvchtion  is,  to  make  God  known  as  he  is  in  ChriJt,  «cwm 
tiling  the  world  tinto  himfeJf  j  topubltlh  bis  Hitmc  to  be  "ik 
liOTtl  God,  merciful  ^n^  gracious,  forgiving  iniquflfp  inJ 
tranfgTefiiod,  anti  fin,"  thit  fo  ltnowio|f  rh^  ^3tc<?tl«ttCf  odl 
loving  kirtclnefsj  they  may  be  engaged  to  "  put  thcif  tmtf 
dcf  the  fliadow  of  his  wings-*' 

[2.]  Another  end  of  the  gofpcl  refelfltidn  i$,  toihiniffi*- 
liers  unto  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  anif  of  Go<l  ill  him*  CoJ 
fcas  fct  his  Chnil  $is  IGng  m  his  holy  hiU  of  Zioti }  h^baif^ 
fjointed  all  flefl*  to  hear  and  obey  him,  to  receive  thelai 
nil  the  difcoveriea  of  the  mind  of  God,  from  htm,  U 
will,  <*  that  all  men  fhould  honour  the  Son,  even  m  thcf 
nour  the  Father  ;**  and,  for  this  end,  he  h^ith  '*  highly  fl**| 
ed  him,  and  given  h;m  t  name  which  is  above  every  sa* 
ihat  at  (or  in)  the  name  of  Jcfii^,  every  knee  Oiotild  bow,  if 
tbingi  in  heavrn,  and  *h4afs  in  tinHj  and  thing*  iiudcr^ 
earth;  and  that  every  tongue  Oiould  confefs,  that  Jcfus  CM'^ 
Lord  J  to  the  glory  of  histttrnal  Father,"  Phil.  ii.  9— ri.  Ne*! 
when  thtfe  defigiTS  of  the  gofpel  revelation  are  obtained jM 
Ti£lory  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  u  reared  up*' 
the  fouU    Eur, 

(2,)  We  may  notice  the  ftran^  oppofition  that  lies  in  ^ 
way  of  finners  being  brought  10  the  ItFiowledge  of  God,  tti 
obedience  of  Chrift.  Why,  there  are  ftrong  holds,  imagiM* 
tions,  high  things,  and  fwarms  of  difobedient  thoughts. 

[r.]  By  ftrong  holds,  I  think  we  are  principally  toundet- 
ftand  original  fin,  which  is  called  (Irong  holds  in  the  plttrtl 
number,  becaufe  it  is  featcd  in  every  faculty  and  aiFeftion,  arwl 
becaufe  of  the  many  faftncfles  that  original  fin  has  in  th< 
heart,  fo  that,  when  it  is  beat  out  of  one  lying  refuge,  itte- 
tires  and  lurks  in  another  5  and  it  is  called  itrong,  becaafe^' 
its  advantageous  fituation,  even  in  the  very  heart,  Rom.  tii 
20,  23.  called  *^  fin  that  dwells  in  us;  a  law  in  our  member.' 
It  Is  feated  in  the  darkened  mind,  deceitful  heart,  obftinatt 
will,  feared  confcicnce,  irregular  pafTions  and  afFc^lions.  hi: 
flrong,  being  founded  in  our  natures,  conveyed  by  natural  g^ 
neration,  "  1  V7a8  fliapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  roo 
ther  conctive  me:'*  fttong,  becaufe  of  its  impenetrable  nature 
called  therefore  a  heart  of  ftone,  proof  againft  attacks  cithci 
from  mercy  or  judgement ;  "  Thou  haft  ftrickcn  them,  bu 
they  have  not  grieved,  thou  haft  confumcd  them,  but  they  r« 
fufcd  to  receive  corre<flion;  they  made  their  faces  harder  thai 
a  rock  ;  they  refufcd  to  return,"  Jer.  v.  3. 

Again,  [^Q  In  the  heart  of  m.^n  there  are  imaginations  01 

reafoning 
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EpBiogs  that  oiqpofe  themfelicf  unto  the  ercAion  of  the  fpi* 
wl  kingdom  in  the  heart.  Wheo  God*6  inetlK>d  of  grace 
I  fiUvatioa  is  revealed  h  when  the  my Aerf  of  a  Trinicjr  of 
fbfls  in  one  fiodj  At  myftery  of  the  union  of  the  two  na« 
sstQ  the  pcrfon  of  Cbriftj  ihe  myftery  of  regeneration  and 
EUfication  bythe.fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  of  juftificatioa  by 
HUed  rightecmCaefe  without  the  works  of  the  law,  the 
Obery  of  the  life  pf  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  and  of  union 
aim  by  faitht  and  of  receiving  out  of  his  fulnefs  grace  for 
ce^  i  lajy  upon  heaong  of  thefe,  and  the  like  fupernatural 
Derieff  caniai  reabn  is  ready  to  ftart  up,  and  fay^  How 

tbefe  tfaiqgi  be?  They  cannot  go  down  with  corrupt  rea- 
B  th^  wiTdom  of  XSod  is  fooiiOinefs  unto  man,  and  hence  it 
Mj  that  we  have  got  a  fee  of  preachers  in  our  day,  who 
dode  all  iht  fupernatural  myfteries  of  the  gofpel ;  they 
he  cheir  own  corcupted  rcafon  the  ftandard  of  reveiationy 
L  wjiatofer  their  reafon  caimot  comprehendi  that  muit  be 
afide  ai  a  piece  of  enthuliaftic  nonfenfe,  or  myilical  divi* 
y,  that  nobody  can  comprehend;  tliefe  profeiUng  them- 
"ea  to  be  wi(e»  they  become  fools.  A  rational  relipiion,  as 
'  Thomas  Halyburton  obferves,  ib  like  to  be  the  ruin  of  ro 
jon  in  our  day  and  generation. 

lgain9[3.]The  apollle  tells  U8  here  of  high  things  in  the  hearty 
it  exalt  themfelves  againft  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  en- 
noe^rfthis.fpiritual  kingdom;  by  which  I  underftand  princi- 
ly  t^  pride,  vanity,  and  felf-conceit  of  the  heart  of  man  hf 
:ure,  which  is  ready  to  vent  itfclf  in  language  like  that  of  Lao* 
eat  Rev.  iii.  17.  ^*  I  am  ricbi  and  increafed  with  goods,  and 
re  need  of  nothing ;"  or  Idee  that  of  the  proud  Pharifee,  Luke 
iL  ^  God,  J  thank  thee  tliat  I  am  not  as  other  men  are  2  I 
b  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes  of  all  that  I  poflefs."  Every 
n  in  a  natural  ftate  Ats  mounted  upon  an  imaginary  throne 
felf- conceit :  He  is  conceited  of  his  own  wifdom,  though  he 
born  Uke  a  wild  afs's  cole ;  conceited  of  his  own  righteouf- 
fa  by  the  law^  tliougli  it  be  no  better  than  filthy  rags ;  con- 
ted  of  his  own  ftrength  and  ability  to  do  what  is  pleafing 
jQod,  although  he  **  be  not  fufficient  of  himfelf  10  think  a 
}d  thjoiighti"  conceited  of  his  own  fulnefs,  thougii  he  '^  be 
etched,  mUerabie,  blind,  poor,  and  naked  i"  conceited  o£ 

own  purity  and  hdlinefs,  clean  in  his  own  eyes,  though  Ive 

not  waflied  from  his  iniquity.     Thefe  are  high  things  that 

nd  in  the  way  of  the  ercdion  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the 

i\. 

l4'^  There  ate  fwarmsof  rebellious  thoughts  every  day,  and 

at  and  moment  bullering  up  from  the  fource  of  corruption 

the  heart  \  and  thcfs  taking  up  thtir  lodging  in  the  foul. 


obedience  of  Chrlft.  Take  up  the  fcopc  of  this  ii 
ing  particulnrG,  relating  to  the  way  of  crefting  ai 
ing  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  fouls  or  hearts  of 

[i.]  ihen,  God  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  a< 
the  revelation  of  the  word,  batters  and  (hakes  th 
of  the  ftrong  holds  of  fih  and  felf  in  the  heart 
that  the  rocky  heart/which  before  feemed  impend 
to  fliake  and  quake  within- the  man,  and.  tbrougl 
apprehenHon  of  the  wnth  of  God,  begins  to  < 
ihail  I  do  to  be  fiaved  ?  Is  not  mt  word  a  hamn 
Lord,  to  break  the  rock  in.  pieces  r'  Jer.  xxiii.  ag 

[2.]  A  window  is  opened,  as  it  were,  in  the  < 
the  mind,  whereby  a  beam  of  light  is  let  in^  and  tl 
fold  beam  tliat  (hines  into  the  ^art«    . 

1.  A  beam  of  law* light,  whereby  the  Termin 
is  in  the  foul,  is  difcovered,  and  the  wrath  of  an 
ready  to  fall  down  and  grind  it  into  powder. 

2.  A  beam  of  gofpet-light  difcovering  Chrifl 
rious  fulnefs  and  excellency,  every  way  fuited  ui 
neceffity,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  7.  **  God,  who  commander 
ihine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  fhincd  in  our  hearts, 
light  cf  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  th 
fusChrift.'; 

[3.]  Chrift  being  difcovered,  the  heart  is  fumn 
render  and  open  unto  him,  Zb  **  the  Lord  of  ho 
of  glory,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle,"  Pfal.  xxiv.  7.; 
the  iron  ilnew  of  the  will  gives  way,  tlu  gate  s  < 
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IS  we  arc  built  up  an  ^<  habitation  of  God  through  the 
rit :   If  any  man  open  unto  me,  I  will  come  in,  and  will 

with  him,  and  he  with  mc." 

■5.]  Being  come  into  the  heart,  he  repairs  the  breaches  and 
ns  that  had  been  made  upon  it  by  fm  and  Satan  while  in 
ir  pofieflion ;  he  proceeds  to  gamifli  and  deck  his  dwelU 
-place  with  his  own  furniture,  lb  tliat  the  foul  which  had 
I  among  the  pots,  becdmes  *'  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  cover- 
wirh  (liver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold ;"  and  like 

"  King's  daughter,  all  glorious  within,**  Pfal.  IxvtiU  1 3.  and 
.13. 

[6.]  Satan  and  fin  and  felf  being  dethroned,  a  new  govern- 
nt  is  erefled,  Chrtil  is  fet  up  and  proclaimrd  King ;  his 
"S  intimate,  and  not  only  intimate,  but,  as  i  faid  before, 
ttea  and  engraven  on  the  heart,  as  with  a  pen  of  iron.  The 
'  of  faith  to  be  believed,  and  the  law  of  commnndmenrs  to 
obeyed,  as  the  only  rule  of  life,  unto  every  one  of  which 

foul  fiys.  Amen.  O  this  and  that,  and  the  other  precept 
>romife,  *'  is  a  faithful  faying,  worthy  of  all  acceptation," 
'im.  i.  15. 

7.]  The  foul  being  thus  conquered  and  captivated  to  the 
dience  of  Chrid,  is  admitted  to  new  privilege'!  and  immu. 
es,  fome  of  which  :ire  prefently  pofTcfll'd,  and  others  fccu- 

by  the  oath  of  God  and  his  gracious  promife.  Sin  is  pre* 
dy  pardoned,  its  debt  paid,  and  all  former  obligations  to 
itri  cancelled,  <<  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotti-th  out  thy  tranf- 
(Eons,  for  mine  own  fake."  The  man's  perfnn  is  accepted 
virtue  of  his  union  with  Chrill,  the  l-ord  our  Rightcouf- 
s :  Eph.  i^  6.  "  He  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved  :" 

has  a  new  name  given  him  -,  formerly  his  name  was  a  child 
the  devil,  a  tranfgrtflbr  from  the  womb  ;  but  now  he  gets 

new  name  of  a  fon,  a  child  of  God,  and  this  is  an  "  cvcr- 
ing  name,  that  Avail  never  be  cut  otT,"  If.  Ivi.  5.  "  As  many 
received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons 

God ;"  he  becomes  an  heir  of  the  kingdom,  "  if  fons, 
n  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrill."  Now 
d  fays  to  tlic  man,  "  All  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrift's,  and 
rill  is  God's :  He  is  admitted  to  fellowfliip  and  communion 
:h  God  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft ;  "  I  will  fup  with 
n,  and  he  with*  me  :"  The  Lord  fays  to  the  man,  "  Eat,  O 
md,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved."  The  foul  is 
m^'ht  •'  into  the  binquetting  houfe,  and  God's  banner  over 
s  love ;"  and  it  ran  lay  in  Ibmc  meafure,  '*  Now  verily  my 
lowfhip  i*i  with  the  F.!ther,  and  v.ilh  the  Som  Chrift  J<rlus  :'* 
royal  guard  is  fet  about  the  linil,  the  guard  of  the  divine 
ributes,  and  a  guard  of  anjjels  for  \\\z  djfence,  •*  As  the 

mountains 


ai0UBta»i8  are  sound  about  JcruraloDy  fo  the  Lord  ig  aboit 
ibt  fani ;  hencefortby  eren  for  ever*  liie  angel  of  the  Lui 
encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  bio  :^  He  faas  tfaecsr- 
Mft  a»d  pledge  of  the  inheritance  of  glory  given  him,  ^  hi 
vhom  al(b,  ^cr  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  the 
holy  Spirit  of  pronufe»  whkh  is  the  eameft  of  our  inherii* 


i%.}  War  (at  you  heard)  19  proclaimed  ^gainft  all  othetf 
lords  and  lorers,  but  Qirift  himfelf^  and  they  treated  as 
nfttrpers  and  inradera  of  his  kingdom  and  privikgea : . "  Do 
not  I  hate  them,  O  Lord,  that  hate  thee  ?  and  am  not  I  gne* 
ved  «!ith  ihofe  that  rife  up  againft  thee  i  I  hate  them  vith 
porfeA  hatred ;  I  count  ihem  mine  enemies."  And  dus 
CShrtft,  asagbrious  Conqueror*  having,  got  poflcflfaui,  he  keeps 
pcBffTtiin  of  the  heart  and  foul  to  tl^  very  end,  iiayiag,  ^i 
will  tiofier  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee  1  be  thou  condBdent  of 
Shis  tvery  thing,  tiut  he  which  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  iheei 
wiM  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jefus  Chrift,"  nthen  he  fliaii 
prefini^thee -before  hb  Father,  without  <<  fpot  or  wriidde,  of 
any  fuch  thing."  And  fo  much  for  the  manner  of  xrefiing 
thb  kingdom  of  God  in  the  foul. 


^ 


Luke  xvli.  21. — For  Behold  the  iingdojn  0/ Cod  is  withiti 
you. 

THE  FOURTH  SIlUMON   ON   THIS  TICXT. 


y    'T^HE^/?'  thing  in  the  method  was  tojgivc  you  fame 
X     of  the  excellent  qualities  and  properties  of  this  kiog* 
dom  of  God  in  the  heart. 

You  have  four  of  them  in  a  clufter,  Rom.  xiv.  xy*  wbeie 
the  apoftlc  tells  us,  ^'  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and 
driaky  but  righteoufncfs  and  pc^cc,  and  joy  in  the  Holf 
Ghoft." 

i/?.  He  lets  us  underftand,  that  this  kingdom  is  not  of  a  car- 
nal, but  of  a  fpiritual  nature :  for  ir  is  not  meat  and  drink* 
The  men  of  the  worklj  whofc  portion  is  in  this  life^  their  cry 

indeed 
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tad  i9|  ••  What  fliall  we  eat?  what  fhall  wc  drink?  where* 
;th  (hall  we  be  clothed  ?-*»Wb6  will  (how  us  znf  of  thia 
frid'i  frooA  ?"  But  the  man  who  has  the  kingdom  of  Ood 
thin  him,  is  taken  up  with  things  fpiritual  and  etecfid;  he 
iks  not  at  *^  things  that  are  feen,  but  at  things  that  are  not 
tn  C^  He  has  meat  to  eat  chat  the  world  knows  not  nf ;  for 
;  food  of  this  kingdom  is  the  hidden  manna ;  he  **  eats  the 
(h  and  drinks  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  man  ;**  The  glorbvs 
f fterj  of  the  sncamation  and  fatisfa^ion  of  Chrift,  viewed 
A  afyplied  hj  fiitch,  afforcb  him  manj  a  fweet  meal  that  the 
prld  knows  nothing  about. 

2dlyf  The  apoftle  tells  us,  that  it  b  a  kingdom  of  righteouf* 
fs  t  Wherercr  God  reigns^  *^  rtghtcoufims  and  jodgement 
;  the  habitation  of  his  throne  &"  When  he  comes  into  the 
irt  of  a  finner,  he  makes  him  to  fubmit  nnto  the  knpoted 
fateonfneis  of  Chrift,  calling  and  owning  him  bj  that  fweet 
BiCy  Jen  zxiii.  6.  ^<  This  is  his  name  whereby  he  ihali  be 
led,  The  Lord  our  RighteoufneCi."  And  then,  by  his  Spi* 
,  he  implants  a  principle  of  inherent  righteouihefii  ibt 
lAification,  which  infloences  the  man  to  the  ftudy  of  hoU« 
fa  in  all  manner  of  converfation ;  fo  that  holineis  to  the 
rd  becomes  the  beautiful  badge  and  livery  of  the  kingdom^ 
iLcz.  iii. 

)J/jr,  It  is  a  peaceable  kingdom,  or  rather  a  kingdom  of 
ice ;  the  ''  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but  righ- 
ufnefs  and  peace  .**'  Thefe  are  (wcetly  conneAed  together, 
xixii.  17.  *'  The  work  of  righteoufnefs  fball  be  peace,  and 
\  tSeUt  of  righteoufnefs  quietnefs  and  afiarance  for  ever.'' 
hat  a  calm  does  it  bring  into  the  foul,  when,  upon  the  im« 
:ation  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  God  fays  to  the  foul, 
rhere  is  now  therefore  no  condemnation  to  him  that  is  in 
ni\  J^rfus ;  becaufe  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fulfilled 
liim  v"  all  the  (lorms  of  law  terrors  are  then  huflied  .into 
leafant  calm ;  and  what  ferenity  and  tranquillity  doth  it 
Id  to  the  fouli  when  it  is  helped,  with  fimplicity  and  godly 
:erityi  to  have  its  converfation  in  the  worldi  Pfa).  cxix.  16;. 
Srtfat  peace  have  they  which  love  thy  law:*'  GaK  vi.  16.  *<  As 
ny  as  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,  and 
rcy,  and  upon  the  Ifrael  of  God.  Their  peace  19  like  a  river, 
i  their  righteoufnefs  like  the  waves  of  the  fea."  This- peace  is 
;reat  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  God  within,  that  we  iind  the 
Its  in  fcripturc  rcfufing  to  throw  it  up  ;  no,  to  picafe  the 
iteft  potentates,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  three  children,  Dan. 
4.  And  when  through  untendcmefs  at  any  time  they  have 
n  left  CO  diflurb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  of  God  within 
n^  they  would  give  a  world  to  have  it  recovered ;  as  we  fee 

in 


pleafure  to  be  fcen  through  every  corner  of  the  k 
the  joy  of  the  foul  is  like  the  joy  of  harvcft,  or  th 
that  divide  the  fpoil,  upon  the  back  of  a  vi£lory 
ftreams  of  the.  pure  river  of  the  water  of  life»  th: 
cat  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  wa 
the  kingdom  of  God  within  is  glad,  PfaL  xlvL  4. 
fiich  as  adds  no  forrow  ;  in  the  midft  of  the  joy  < 
their  heart  is  forrowful,  and  their  triumph  is  flic 
ment.  But  it  is  otherwife  here,  ther^  is  perpeti 
joy  and  triumph,  to  them  that  have  the  kingdom 
in  them.  Hence  are  thefe  or  the  like  command 
the  righteous,  *^  Be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice ; 
And  (hout  for  joy  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  1: 
Cf er more,  and  again  I  fay  rejoice.**  Unto  thefe 
$tbljt  That  it  is  a  hidden  and  myfterious  kin] 
fore  called  <<  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart,''  i  Pc 
way  of  its  ereAion  is  a  myftery,  as  Chrift  telh 
John  iii.  8.  *'  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  liiWi 
hear^ft  the  found  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  when 
and  whither  it  goeth;  fo  is  every  one  that  is  boi 
rit/'  The  way  of  its  fubfiftence  and  prefervation 
for  it  is  maintained  by  an  inviGble  communica^ 
Chrift  in  heaven,  and  the  poor  foul  upon  earth;^ 
<<  holds  the  Head  Chrift,  from  which  all  the  bod 
and  bands  havini;  nourifhment  miniftered,  and  1 
increafeth  with  the  increafe  of  God."  The  affair: 
doni  are  fuch  a  myllery  unto  a  blind  world,  i 
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srrought  gold."  The  Spirit  of  Gcd  uiccra  the  glor^  01 
ift,  decks  the  foui  with  it,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  '  V/e  a::  wrn 
1  face,  beholdin^r  as  in  a  gUfs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  ar? 
ngcd  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  a«  oy 
Spirit  of  the  Lord."  Ye  bare  a  very  ijftv  account  cf  tho 
7  of  this  fpiritual  kingdom,  if  hv.  crcn  when  it  is  cortred 
K  affliflion,  and  toflcd  wi:h  the  winds  and  waves  of  ad- 
ity  and  trouble ;  when  the  world  can  fee  no  form  or  come- 
fs  about  it,  ver.  11.  12.  *'  brhold  1  will  Uy  thy  Hone  9 
1  fair  colobri ,  ^d  lay  thy  foundations  wiih  fipphires «  and 
ill  make  thy  windcrws.jol  agates,  and  thy  giics  of  car- 
cles,  and  all  thy  borders  of  pleafjhrHo'  es." 
tbly^  It  is  an  honoufabic  ki.igdom;  and  no  wonder,  for  it 
ie  kingdom  of  God.  Thtrc  is  a  greater  tnaute  of  honour 
glory  levied  to  him  out  of  this  kingdom,  than  from  ail  the 
Id  t)cfide,  "  This  people  h^vc  1  formed  for  myfclf,  ihcy 
1  (hew  forth  my  praife."  Hence  believers  are  caiicd  trees  ot 
Ltcoufnefs,  the  planting  cf  tlie  Lord,  in  whom  he  will  be 
ified  ;  and  that  foul  that  has  the  kingdom  of  God  within 
becomes  truly  honourable.  They  arc  made  ''  kings  and 
ids  unto  God — a  chofen  generation,  a  royal  priedhood,  a 
uliar  people— the  excellent  ones  of  the  tarth,"  and  more 
client  by  far  than  the  reft  of  the  world,  If.  xiiii.  3.  4. 
.Tcr  fince  thou  waft  precious  in  my  fight,  thou  halt  bre:i 
ourable  ;  and  I  have  loved  thee,  therefore  will  I  give  mta 
thee,  and  people  for  thy  life ;  I  gave  tgypt  for  iLy  ranfoir., 
iiopia  and  Seba  for  thee.'' 

'4biyi  It  is  a  mod  expenfive  and  dear  bought  kingdom  unto 
Son  of  God,  it  colt  him  the  travail  of  his  foul,  before  it 
Id  be  reared  up  in  the  heart.  Every  grain  of  grace  wrought 
he  foul  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is~lhe  purcliafe  of  blood, 
that  not  common  blo6d,  but  of  the  beil  blood  of  the  whole' 
Ition  :  "  We  are  not  redeemed  by  corruptible  things,  fucii 
ilver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chriit :  The 
emption  of  the  foul  is  precious,"  and  had  ceafcd  for  evei| 
efs  this  ranfom  had  been  found  for  it. 
l/i&/y.  It  is  a  thriving  and  ilourilhing  kingdom  :  •*  The  righ- 
us  ihall  flourifli  like  the  palm  tree,  hefliail  grow  like  the  ce- 
in  Lebanon,"  Pfal.  xcii.  1 2.  it  is  true,  indeed,  this  kingdom 
h  not  always  flourifli  and  grow  in  a  lenlible  way  and  man- 
,  for  it  ii  mod  opprefled  and  borne  down  with  the  itrengtii 
:cmptation,  affliction,  and  trouble  5  hell  and  earth  are  con- 
iially  feeking  to  lliflc  and  fupprefs  it ;  but  yet  it  is  habitually 
iiriihing,  for  out  of  wcakncfs  it  becomes  Itrong  :  The  great 
ag>  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  dexteroufly  in  this  kingdom,  that  he  mako:; 
I  very  attacks  of  the  enemy  fubfervicnt  to,  yea,  and  all 
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cious  curnt:roioiic,  a  lurc  luuiiuaiiuii  >  auu  ii.  i 
could  be  deftroyed,  what  ihould  the  rij^teoas 
ter  is  an  everlafting  covenant,  Jtr.  xxxii.  40. 
an  cvcrlafting  covenant  with  them."  It  it  fi 
walls  that  are  ererla&ing,  even  the  perfeQionc 
God  wbidi  are  found  aboot  it,  as  the  mountain 
fttfalem.  Thus  I  have  given  you  rooe  of  the  % 
fpiritual  and  inviGbie  kingdom  of  God  tfaat  xa  ^ 
of  the  believer. 

VI.  The Jtxih  thing  was  to  fhew  how  much 
fairs  If  changed  to  the  better  by  the  etcQiont 
of  God  in  the  foul. 

I  have  much  prevented  myfdf  as  to  this,  by ' 
faid  upon  the  former  head ;  f  only  add,  that,  I 
of  this  new  kiogdom,  the  government  if  quite 
what  it  was  before.    For, 

i//.  There  is  a  new  King  upon  Ae  throne 
Chrift, :"  the  King  of  kings,  the  Prince  of  tb 
ifarth,''  rules  where  Satan  bad  his  feat ;  and  O 
chan|e  is  this !  the  Prince  of  life  to  reign  in  il 
of  this  world,  &c. 

2itfyp  There  arc  new  laws  introduced  into 
«  the  Jaw  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jeftts,* 
law  of  .(in  and  death.    Sin  gave  laws  to  die 
wholly  under  its  command,  but  now  the  mai 
law  to  Chrift,  i  Cor.  ix.  21. 

3^/^,  New  liberty  is  brought  in,  inftead  of 
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ilf^  The  man  gets  a  new  fptrit,  *^  Not  the  fpirit  of  the 
dy  bat  the  Spirit  which  is  ot  God,  whereby  he  knows  the 
98  that  are  freely  given  him  of  God  i  (ic  is  faid  of  Caleb 
^oflina,  that  they  were  men  of  another  fpirit  than  the  reft 
le  wicked  Ifraelites),  **  a  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation^ 
rit  of  grace  and  fupplication,"  Zech.  xii.  lo. 
bfy.  The  man  gets  a  new  will,  inftead  of  the  rebellious 
and  iron  finew ;  he  is  made  willing  to  fall  in  with  the  will 
od :  **  Lord,  what  wilt  thoa  have  me  to  do  ?'*  A£ks  ix.  6. 
ii^,  A  new  objeft  of  truft  and  confidence  is  fet  up  in  the 
Formerly  he  traded  in  an  arm  of  flefli,  but  now  he 
I  in  the  living  God ;  formerly  he  truftcd  in  lying  refuges, 
now  he  trufts  only  in  the  foundation  God  hath  laid  in 
»  i£  xxviii.  16* 

Wy,  A  new  hope.  Formerly  he  hoped  in  a  thing  of  nonght^ 
low  with  Ifrael»  his  hope  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  m  a 
in  Chrift,  and  he  flees  for  refuge  unto  the  hope  fet  be- 
him  in  the  gofpel,  and  his  hope,  like  an  anchor,  *^  enters 
that  within  the  vail,  whither  the  Forerunner  is  for  us  en- 
^*  Heb.  vi.  18. 19. 

fr/p.  He  gets  a  new  love  to  the  Lord,  inftead  of  former  en- 
againft  God :  So  that  he  can  fay  infome  meafure  of  fin* 
f^  that  he  <<  loves  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart,— 
—-ftFength,— and  mind  :"  He  himfelf  delights  in.the  Lord» 
:he  **  defire  of  his  foul  is  unto  his  name,  and  the  remem* 
:e  of  him,"  If.  xxvi%  8. 

tifyf  There  is  juft  a  new  heart  given  the  man  when  the 
lorn  of  God  is  fet  up.  The  heart  before  was  a  ftony 
f  heart,  that  would  not  yield  either  to  the  word  or  rod  of 
:  But  now  he  has  got  the  heart  of  fleOi,  Ezck.  zxxvi.  26. 
new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  Spirit  will  I  put 
[n  you.''  And  from  hence  it  is,  that  the  thoughts  of  the 
:  take  a  new  turn  :  The  thoughts  which  wandered  after 
'  vanity,  do  now  run  after  God,  after  the  living  God :  So 
:he  man  can  fay  in  fome  meafure,  "  My  meditations  of  him 
Mreet,  and  I  will  be  glad  in  the  Lord;  When  I  remember 
upon  my  bed»  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the  night  watches, 
3ul  (hall  be  (atisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs :"  Thus 
!ee  there  is  a  wonderful  change  efTcfled  by  the  ereAion  of 
tingdom  of  Godnn  the  foul. 

;L  The  feviniA  thing  in  the  method  was,  the  Application 
e  whole. 

id  the  Jir/t  ufe  may  be  of  Infonnation  in  the  particulars 
;ring. 

,  Hence  fee  the  riches  of  God's  love,  and  the  freedom  of 

his 


(\c  nas  luv-n  a  c  :rc  or  rncm  neyona  otners.  tl 
];ings  for  their  fakes :  1  Ic  will  give  men  for  thei 
for  their  Ufc.  lie  adjufts  the  whole  of  gofpel  ( 
their  edification  5  gives  **  apodlcs,  prophets^  €▼ 
tors,  teachers,  for  perfe£ling  them  ;*'  He  calci 
jttlh  tht;  whole  of  hU  provulential  adminiftrati 
advantage,  Deut.  xxxiti.  28.  **  He  rides  upon  1 
their  help,  and  in  his  excellency  on  the  iky.*  "^ 
the  matter  that  there  it  fuch  ado  about  them  b 
'Why?  the  matter  is  this,  the  kingdom^of  Gpd is 
and  ye  know  a  king  levels  the  Whole  of  his  adm 
the  benefic  of  his  kingdom. 

3^/)f,  See  hence  the  error  of  thefe  who  preft 
great  ones  to  Chrift's  little  ones,  ia  the  adminil 
affairs  of  his  vifible  kingdom  upon  eanh.  Wh] 
dangerous  error  to  fet  aiide  thefe,  and  denude 
privileges  of  the  kingdom,  who  haVe  the  kini 
within  them ;  and  prefer  thefe,  who  perhaps  1 
and  the  world,  and  fin  reigning  in  their  hearts, 
dence  has  given  them  fomeching  of  the  pelf  of 

Jond  their  neighbours  :  Who  fo  fit  to  choofe  1 
ingdom  of  Chri(l,  as  they  that  have  the  kingdoi 
S?  I  fear  there  will  be  a  fad  reckoning  ere  al 
e  injuries  that  are  done  to  thefe  whom  *<  Go 
rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,"  howc 
be  in  this  world.  Perhaps  fome  may  be  thinki 
need  of  fuch  difcourfe  now,  after  what  has  beer 
but,  Sirs,  1  own,  I  am  of  another  mind,  and  will 
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uron  liis  kin^ilom,  and  they  th.-.r  c'o  K)  will  p:iy  tor  it :  **  It 
were  biftter  for  them  that  a  niilitone  were  hanged  about  their 
neck,  and  they  caft  into  the  midft  of  the  fca/Vthan  to  offend 
thefe  that  have  the  kingdom  of  God  within  thenu  He  will 
refent  tt»  Luke  xvii.  2. 

S^Uy^  See  hence  that, heart  religion  is  a  thing  that  God 
principally  regards,  Pfal.  li.  6.  **  Thou  dcfircft  trutn  in  the  in- 
ward part5."  Sirs,  all  our  flourilh  of  a  profcflion,  our  read- 
ing, hearing,  communicating,  is  but  the  ofFcring  of  fwine's 
blood  on  God's  alur,  without  this,  fee  If.  i.  11 — 14.  Pfah 
Ixxviii.  35—37. 

6thly^  See  hence  a  good  reafon  why  the  faints  of  God  (hould 
walk  circumfpeAly,  and  *^  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfa- 
tion/'  Why,  they  (hould  watch  and  pray,  and  (land  upon 
their  guard  againft  all  tin  in  heart  and  life,  and  avoid  all  ap- 
pearance of  evil.  Why,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  them  / 
and  have  they  not  good  reafon  to  watch  and  be  upon  their 
guard  againft  every  thing  that  may  difturb  or  difquiet  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom.  The  peace  of  a  kingdom  is  a  mod  va« 
laable  blefTing.  O  Sirs,  be  upon  your  guard  againft  all  (in,  in 
whatever  (hape  it  may  appear  and  prefent  itfelf,  for  it  will 
break  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  if  any  parley  be 
entertained  with  thefe  enemies,  he  will  make  all  the  kingdom 
tremble  with  his  frowns. 

fthly^  See  why  faithful  minifters  do  travel  in  birth  for  the 
converfion  of  fmners.  Why,  they  are  concerned  to  have  the 
kingdom  of  Satan  overturned,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  reared 
vp  in  the  fouls  of  their  hearers. 

8/^/y,  See  hence  whence  it  is  that  the  faints  and  faithful 
minifters  of  Chrill  will  ft  and  up  for  the  prerogatives  of  Chrift, 
and  the  privileges  of  his  fubjeds,  upon  their  utmoft  peril. 
Why,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  them^  and  therefore  they 
cannot  but  be  zealous  for  their  King,  and  his  prerogatives. 
Some  folk  now-a-days  are  come  that  length,  as  to  think 
^and  fay,  that  thefe  worthies  who  fufFercd  in  the  late  times  of 
perfecution,  died  as  a  company  of  fools,  when  they  would  not 
redeem  their  lives,  by  faying,  •  God  favs  the  king.'  Would 
you  know  what  was  the  matter  with  them  ?  Why,  by  ads  of 
parliament,  the  prerogative  of  Zion's  King  was  taken,  and  fet 
upon  the  head  of  King  Charles  and  King  James,  and  they  de- 
clared, '  In  all  caufes,  not  only  civil,  but  ecclefiaftical,  head.* 
And  they  could  not  find  freedom  in  their  confciences,  to  pray 
that  God  might  fave  a  man  in  his  ufurpations  upon  the  prero- 
gatives of  Chrift  the  King  of  Zion,  whofe  kingdom  they  had 
within  them,  efpecially  when  they  knew  the  enemy  would  in- 
terpret their  praying  in  thcfc  terms,  a  praying  for  their  prof- 

perity 


}r8       ^KMgiom^fGodwkimiii&Hdo/MM:. 

{Mritf  and  fitoctft  in  fiich  %  wicked  vajL  Siiiy  diey  vdio  nov* 
a-^daijt  talk  at  that  rate*  know  little  tf  tnie  tendemefr  of  ooo- 
fcieaoe,  or  of  tnte  zeal  for  die  jjionj  of  ChnA^  at  tlw  alooe 
Head  aiid  King  of  his  diusdk 

giilj.  See  hence  the  true  fpring  of  refonnation  in  a  dmick 
or  land»  and  the  true  fpring  alfa  o£  defe^on  and  iMckiliiBng. 
Whjc^  wlicn  tl»  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ereda  the  kingdofli  of  Gm 
wthiB,  e^eiallj  in  the  hearts  of  magiftcatea  or  iaiiaifiany 
men.  of  power  and  influence ;  thcn^  refonnatbn  work  goei  m 
apace,  men^  then  put  to  their  hands  heartily  to  the  boiUing  im 
01  Zion ;  every  one  then  is  ready  to  lend  a  lift  to  help  np  wiin 
the  Head»ftone  of  the  comer:  out  when  the  kingdom  pc  Gad 
is  not  widiin,  men  lofe  heart  and  hand  to-  the  work  of  the 
Loid^  and  fail  a*woiik  to  daub  with  carnal  wiiilom  and  poliq^ 
which  oaite-ipoila  and  mars  the  building,  inftead  of  fiortnetiaff 
iL  Wiiac  was  it  that  made  parliaments,  and  affi»BUieS|,aM 
peopfe  of  all  ranks  go  fo  clean  to  work  about  the  yeaa  1638, 
and  the  jear  that  frakiwed  it,  to  advance  a  work  of  refonn- 
tion,.  and  to  engage  themfelrea  by  ibienm  covenant  .to  main* 
tain  it  ?  And  what  make$  the  wx)rk  go  on  fo  (lowly  now  I 
Why,  if  folk,  efpedally  men  of  inftucnce  and  power,  had  die 
kingdom  of  God  within  them,  whichy  alas  I  is  much  wanting 
now.a*daysy  otherwife  there  would  not  be  fo  much  daubing 
with  untempered  mortar  as  there  is).  O  Sirs,  if  ever  ye  would 
fee  the  Lord^s  work  thrive  again  in  the  land,  pray  that  the 
fame  Spirit  may  be  poured  out  from,  on  high,  that  he  may  lay 
the  fbuadation  of  the  work  by  fttting  up  his  kingdom  in  the 
heart  of  kings,  nobles,  gentry,  minifters,  eiders,  and  aU  ranks 
of  people  in  the  land ;  and  then  the  hearts  of  the  children  will 
be  turned  to  their  fathers,  and  we  may  expe£l  to  fee  the  churck 
of  Chriib  in  this  land,  <<  lookmg  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  u 
the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  baa» 
ners,"  Cant.  vi.  10. 

I  oibiy,  Sec  hence  a  good  reafon  why  honcft  people  who  hsfc  a 
real  principle  of  grace,  cannot  fubmit  unto  tKe  miniftry  of  intru- 
ders, who  enter  the  houfe  of  God  fome  other  way  than  by  the 
door  of  a  lawful  call  and  ordination  ;  and  why  they  fcruple  td 
join  with  thefe  that  take  fuch  men  by  the  hand,  or  help  them 
and  encourage  them  in  their  intrufions.  Why,  folkthatbavo 
the  kingdom  of  God  within  them,  they  cannot  think  of  commit^ 
ting  the  cuftody  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  concerns 
tlicreo^  unto  men  who  want  theKing'scali  and  commiflTion)  aa<l 
they  can  never  think  that  they  who  thruft.  themfel ves  into  the 

Erie(Vs  office  for  a  peace  of  bread,  will  be  much  concerned  to 
uild  up  and  advance  either  Chriil^s  invifiUe  kingdom  within, 
or  his  viiible  kingdom.    I  fear  there  are  too  many  foul  fingers 

aboat 
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about  matten'of  this  kind  among  us  at  this  day,  and  if  the  coat 
fit  any  that  are  now  hearing  me,  let  them  put  it  on. 

itibfyj  Seelience  the  trae  ^nring  and  foundation  of  zeal 
for  the  public  caufe  and  intereft  of  Chrift ;  why,  -it  is  laid  in 
the  creAion  of  the  kingdom  of  God  within  the  foul.  Whence 
ia  it  -that  the  zeal  of  God's  houfe  doth  eat  up  feme  of  the 
fainis  ?  Whence  as  it  that  they  prefer  Jerulalem  to  tbeir  chief 
joy^  and  are  ready  to  fiKrifiee  their  worldly  all  for  tite  public 
caUfe  t>f  Chrtft  in  the  knd  or  place  where  they  lire  ?  Wlty» 
the  (prtng  of  dieir  iseal  lies  here,  they  have  got  the  kingdom 
t>f  God  within  thein ;  and.  Sirs,  allow  me  freely  to  teH  you^ 
that  it  is  good  to  be  zealoufly  affeded  in  a  good  thing;  it  is 

Sod  to  he  on  tfae.Lprd's  fide,  in  (b  far  as  yon  Icnow  his  omfe ; 
t  beware  of  laying  ftrefs  upon  this,  that  you  are  upon  the 
rq;ht  fide  of  the  queftion ;  for  folk  may  have  a  zeal  of  God, 
and  yet  that  zeal  not  be  according  to  knowledge,  and  therefore 
wQl  hmt  fro  a  ibort  way  in  the  Lord's  reckoning*  Folk  may 
cry,  ^  The  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  the 
temple  of  the  Lord  are  thefe,"  and  make  a  greatadp  anduoife 
dbottt  the  public  interefts  of  the  chuith,  and  yet  want  an  in- 
wafd  principle  and  an  outward  praAiceconeipondent  unto 
fnch  a  profefiion,  the  Lord  declares,  that  fuch  are  but  **  a 
fmoke  an  his  nofe,  a  fire  that  burneth  all  the  day." 

A  fecond  ufe  of  this  dodbrinq  may  be  of  trial  and  fxtomi- 
natkn  *•  ^ 


LtJK£  xvii.  a  I.— For  behold  tie  kingdom  tfGod  is  withim 
youm 

THE  HFTH  SERMON  OK  THIS  TEXT. 


I  Proceed  now  to  the  third  ufe  of  this  doArinCi  namely,  of 
Exhortation* 
I/?,  To  all  in  general. 

Is  it  fo  that  God  has  a  fpiritual  and  invifible  kingdom  in  the 
hearts  and  fouls  of  his  people  ?  Then,  Sirs,  let  me  exhort  you 

to 

•  For  thii,  (ee  Sermon  on  PfaT.  Ixazix.  s.  «  Mercy  iball  be  balH  up 
forever.**  . 


5%o       Tie  Kingdom  of  God  within  ibi  Soul  ^Man. 

to  mal&e  way  for  the  entry  of  the  <*  Mefliah,  the  Prince,  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  the  King  of  glory/'  that  he  nkay  rear  up  the 
lungdom  of  God  within  you.  ^'  His  kingdom  (he  hath  de- 
clared) is  not  of  this  world,  it  is  feated  in  the  heart  and  foul; 
and|  Sirsi  we  that  are  miniftcrs  of  the  gofpel  come  as  the  h^ 
raids  of  this  great  King,  fummoniag  you  to  furrendeTi  and 
caft  open  the  everlallins  gates  of  your  fouls  unto  him.  Per- 
haps f<inie  of  you  may  think  the  minifters  words  are  bat  wind, 
it  is  a  Tain  fummons  without  authority;  but,  Sirs,  the  found 
of  our  Matter's  feet  is  behind  us ;  and  therefore,  if  you  will 
not  hear  us,  hear  bimfelf  (peaking,  and  remember  that  his 
words  are  dlrefled  to  every  (oul,  young  and  old,  within  thcfe 
walls,  Pfal.  xxiv.  7.  ^'  Lift  up  your  heads*  O  ye  gates,  and 
be  ye  lift  up,  ye  CTcrlailing  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  fl»H 
come  in."  The.  fummons  is  repeated  and  doubled  again, 
Ter.  9.  **  Life  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  even  lift  them  np, 
ye  ererlafting  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  (hall  come  in." 
And,  in  cafe  you  a(k  his  name,  in  whofe  authority  we  fan* 
mon  you,  faying,  **  Who  is  this  King  ?"  fee  an  anfwer  to  that 
inquiry,  ver.  8.  lo.  **  The  Lord  llrong  and  mighty,  the  Lord 
mighty  in  battle.  The  Lord  of  hefts,  he  is  the  King  of  glory. 
Selah."  See  if  you  dare  fit  his  fummons ;  if  you  do,  rempm- 
ber  it  will  be  to  your  coft,  and  upon  your  peril. 

But  now,  to  illultrate  this  exhortation  a  little,  and  enforce 
It,  I  (hall  obviate  and  aiilwer^  few  queftions,  that  maybe 
readily  moved  upon  fuch  a  fummons. 

^uiji.  What  is  it  that  you  call  us  to,  when  you  require  us, 
in  the  name  of  Chriil,  to  lift  up  the  gates  of  our  fouls  and 
hearts  to  him  ? 

I  anfwer,  this  lifting  up  the  cverlafting  gates  of  the  heart 
to  the  Lord  is  one  of  the  expreflions  of  faith ;  hence  we  are 
told,  when  Lydia  believed,  the  Lord  opened  her  heart  while 
Paul  preached,  Aj^ls  xvi.  14.  Rev.  iii.  20.  fays  the  Lord 
there  unto  Laodicca,  '^  Behold  I  ftand  at  the  door,  and  knock; 
if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  1  will  come  in 
to  him,  and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me."  So,  here, 
believing  in  Chrift  is  called  a  lifting  up  of  the  gates  or  doors 
of  the  heart  to  the  King  of  glory.  Now,  there  is  a  two  or 
threefold  door  thai  is  opened  to  Chrillj  when  a  (inner  believes 
in  him. 

ly?,  The  door  of  the  mind  or  underftanding  muft  be  opened 
to  know  him,  and  apprehend  the  way  of  falvation  through 
him.  Hence  faith  is  not  a  blind  but  a  feeing  grace.  '^  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved.  Thine  eyes  (hall  fee  the  King  in 
his  beauty."  The  eye  of  the  mind  is  (hut  and  blinded  by 
i5^tah  the  god  of  this  worlds  but>  in  believing^  it  is  opened  to 

•*  behold 
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lid  the  beauty  oi  the  Lord,  and  the  exoellenv.]r  of  our 

^hfL  door  of  the  will  is  opened,  fo  as  to  fall  in  with 

a  Prophet,  Pricft,  anil  King,  for  *•  wifdom,  rightrouf- 

ind  fnnciification  "     Pfal.  ex.  3.  «  Ih?  peopl-  (h-ill  be 

;  in  the  day  of  thy  power."    The:  will,  in  believing,  em- 

the  revelation  made  of  him,  and  by  him,  in  the  word; 

rophet,  fubmits  unto  his  nghreournefs,  as  i^s  only  de* 

igainft  the  charge  of  th^  holy  liw,  nnd  receives  ttie  law 

lis  mouth,  aft  its  only  Kin^  and  Lawgiver. 

Ihe  door  of  the  affections  is  calt  opm  unto  him.  The 

he  joy,  the  delight,  and  dcfire  of  the  foul  mud  cen- 

i  terminate  upon  him  a.^  the  fuprcme  good,  and  up* 

I  all  of  the  fouly  faying,  <<  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 

and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides 

So  that,  when  we  call  you  to  life  up  the  everlai^ing 

to  the  King  of  glory,  we  call  you  to  fur  render  your 

fouls  unto  him,  underltanding,  will,  and  affedlions  ; 

ti  your  doing  fo^  he  comes  in/ and  fcts^p  his  kingdom 

you. 

Vi  becaufe  we  deal  not  with  (locks  and  (lones,  but 
itelligent  and  rational  beings,  therefore  we  muit  deal 
'ou  by  rational  arguments,  to  call  open  the  doors  of 
earts  unto  the  Lord  Jefus,  for  it  is  in  this  way  that  he 
ies  and  enables  the  foul  to  entertain  him  :  And,  OSirs, 
p  to  the  Lord,  that  the  concurring  power  of  his  Spirit 
)me  along  with  what  is  faid. 

[*hen,  Will  you  confider  who  he  is  that  calls  for  entry: 
>ne  other  than  the  "  Lord  of  hoQs,  the  Lord  mighty  in 
,  he  who  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  bea- 
nd  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth."  But  left  this 
and  terrible  name  iliould  make  you  afraid,  take  a  view 
uamci  as  it  is  proclaimed,  £xod.  xxxiv.  6.  "  The  Lord 
by  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  The  Lord,  the  Lonl 
lerciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abundant  in 
:fs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving 
y,  and  tranfgreffion,  and  fin."  O  Sirs,  that  which  for- 
be  enmity  of  the  heart  againil  God,  is  ignorance  of  that 
ion  that  he  has  made  of  himfelf  from  a  throne  of  grace, 
he  is  in  Chrift.  We  conceive  of  him  as  an  imphcabh: 
:xorabIe  Deity,  anJ,  by  conceiving  of  him  thus,  natural 
^  againil  God  is  fortified',  and  our  minds  quite  alienated 
lim,  through  the  ignorance  of  God  ;  he  is  ''  in  Chrift, 
iling  the  world  to  himfelf."  Sirs,  whenever  God  is 
ind  taken  up  in  the  gofpel  glafs,  he  is  feen  to  be  a  God 
;e,  mcrcyj  love,  and  every  way  amiable  \  and  it  is  rhc 
.  111.  3  U  viriw 


the  world,  are  but  intruders  ;  the  ixfart  is  Go 
it  was  his  feat  before  fin  entered,  why  then  (1 
have  his  own  i*  He  conies  in  the  quality  of  a  Pre 
as  a  King,  he  is  obliged  to  prote£k  his  kinj 
foul.  He  protefls  the  foul  againft  all  challei 
cufations  from  the  law,  Taying,  there  is  Ao  < 
agrinft  this  man :  He  prote As  againft  the  roai 
fecks  to  de^'our  you ;  "  the  God  of  peace  (hall  tr 
der  your  feet."  He  proteAs  againft  the  malice 
s*  In  the  world  ye  Ihall  hare  tribulation,  but  i 
hare  peace.  Be  of  good  comfort,  I  hare  overcon 
He  comes  in  the  quality  of  a  rich  Provifor  :  *'  4 
yours;  my  God  (hall  fupply  all  your  needs,  ac 
riches  in  glory,  by  Chrift  Jcfus/'  He  comes  in 
A  wife  manager,  bidding  vou  caft  all  your  cares  < 
King  takes  the  burden  ot  all  the  afFiirs  of  the  li 
himfclf. 

3.  Confider  the  advantages  that  fiiall  accrue  t 
ing  open  the  everlafting  doors  to  the  King  of  | 
he  will  fct  up  his  kingdom  within  you.  I  tok 
doflrinal  part,  what  fort  of  a  kingdom  it  is  ths 
ill  the  foul :  In  a  word,  the  King  of  glory  will 
and  walk  in  you  ;  he  will  be  to  you  a  F.ither,  ai 
vilcges  of  children  fliall  be  yours  :  "  The  Lord 
find  fliicld  :  The  Iiord  will  give  grace  and  glc 
thin;:  will  he  with- hold  from  them  thnt  walk  up 

.).  Conlivlcr  the  cx-rv.i"::tr  tlanfjcr  of  r'  fiilin;; 


5-  Cnn&W  &>«-  sosd  he  tt  zo  ksve  d2»  lirtj^accx  kc  x^ 
tUn  yoa,  and  bes-  iro  h:  is  so  rak?  i  vtz^iZJ^  \i-~  Hs 
lb  fcr  acccis.  •*  0;>t«  !;::»  m^.  VsW  f:--  ii«r  =tf  i:::;^ 
vt."  (2.)  He  kaockA.  aad rrprat«  hi»  kcccki  *?-i  caJ{^  Srs 
w oftn ihq^ are  rtpcattd,  L'.  }r-  :.  x :.  {Z.}  Hz  waizs f:x 
good  anfver  fran  tLe  £:ixkt,  viiis  :hit  he  is^ j  be  |[ru:«^ 
d  wails  uU  liis  loccs  are  vec  Kr,  £i  k  vrrf,  is  c^crrn:  rj 
don  the  matter  viub  Cnncrs,  aad  to  aoi';^  all  ;hclr  c6» 
lions. 

Mf^-  I.  Says  tLe  uaner,  I  aa  fach  a  j^ullxr  £=::cr,  asd 
^  WHS  fe  aggraratedy  that  he  vLi  ncrer  cjcce  is,  :o  f;:  «p 
kingdom  in  my  bean.**  jfnj.  Wbr,  urs  iLe  Lcni» 
rbongfa  your  fins  be  as  (cmtt^  tbey  ihall  be  a&  vbirc  as 
V  ;  Cboo^  ibey  be  red  like  crlnioo,  tbey  ihiH  be  as  vooS. 
ercn  I  am  be  that  b!one:h  cu:  thy  traafj^stBcas  tor  mine 

0  fake,  and  will  nc:  reise3:ber  thy  fns.'' 

3i^/;ff.  X  Sajs  the  EniKT,  I  am  wretched,  nuferaUet  hlinJ, 
ir«  and  tubed,  jln/.  Why,  favs  the  Lord,  that  ihall  be  no 
lediment,  "  I  coanfel  thee  to  ouy  of  me  go:d  tried  in  the 

1  that  tbou  mayft  be  rich,  and  white  raiment,  that  thou 
rft  be  clothed,  ard  th«t  the  (hame  of  thy  nakedneis  do  not 
ear,  and  anoint  uanz  eyes  with  eye  fure,  that  thou  uuylt 

k^c^.  3.  To  what  purpofe  is  all  thx? ;  I  hare  no  power  to 
a  mj  heart  unto  hisn  r  jin/.  "  It  is  he  that  works  both  to 
and  to  do.**  If  thou  wiir,  thou  (hah  not  want  power. 
;  blame,  in  fcripture,  is  laid  upon  the  will :  *'  I  would,  and 
ronld  not,"  Matth.  xziii.  37. 

^fH.  4.  My  will,  indeed,  is  like  an  iron  finew,  like  a  ftone 
wiiJ  not  yield.  An/:  Wei),  in  this  cafe,  pJcad  the  pro- 
r,  Erck.  xxavi.  26.  "  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart  out 
our  fleih,  and  i  will  pve  you  :in  heart  of  fldh ;"  and  that 
nifc,  Pfal.  ex-  3.  "  1  hy  people  Ihall  be  willing  in  the  djiy 
ly  power." 

tjeci.  5.  What  if  I  be  not  clctlcd  ?  jtn/i  That  is  none  of 
budnefs ;  at  fir;!  inftancc,  yield  your  hearts  unto  him, 
ye  (hall  know  your  clecl:on,  and  that  he  has  indeed 
vcd  you  with  an  cvcrlafting  love." 
(hall  conclude  this  exhortation  with  a  few  advices.  Would 
haye  the  kingdom  of  God  m  irhin  you  ?  Then, 
Be  convinced  that  the  devil  has  his  kingdom  within  you 
ature,  and  that  every  thought  and  imagination  of  your 
is  evil.  The  flaw  lies  here  T  Folk  imagine  they  have  good 
5  towards  God,  till  they  be  convinced  that  they  are  def- 

ely  wicked,  and  until 1  defpair  th.u  ever  you  will 

ny  good  by  the  gofpcl.     'J  hat  vain  imagination  mull  be 

jughc 


.|.  Put  up  tlut  petliioii  he  h;is  put  in  thy  m 
kincii.^m  come.''  (),  he  is  rtady  to  hear  the  p 
lie  himf;:ll*  ditlates,  v.nd  believe  that  he  will  hear 
is  of  his  own  compiling.  O  wrcftiei  and  wr 
fixed  on  his  promife. 

5.  Put  the  key  of  the  heart  in  his  own  hai 
earnellly,  that  he  may  give  it  a  turn,  and  pr 
him  with  his  own  word  of  promife,  PfaL  c: 
people  (hall  be  willinp;  in  the  day  of  thy  pow« 
not  (Innd  out  under  a  pretence  of  inability, 
ready  to  enter  info  thy  heart,  and  fet  up  his  ki 
in  thcc,  that  he  is  witling:  to  tnke  the  M'hole ' 
felf;  he  makes  the  duty  ours,  but  he  makes 
own  :  "  Work  out  the  work  of  your  frtlvatii 
and  trembling ;  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in 
will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pkafure,"  PI 

Secondly,  I  come  to  offtr  a  word  to  believers 
kingdom  of  God  within  them.  You,  who  1 
of  the  cttrnal  word  and  Spirit  of  Chrift,  havi 
min^d  to  fubniit  to  the  authority  of  him,  whor 
as  King  in  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,  faying,  "  Th 
King,  the  Lord  is  my  Judjrc,  thf  Lord  is  my  Lav 
the  llrcng  hold?  of  thy  underftanding,  will,  and  i 
brought  into  captivity  uLto  the  obe^'ience  of  Chr 
cafe  i  Then  I  ofi'cr  you,  (i.)  A  word  of  confok 
advice  and  exliorration. 

I/?,    A  word  of  corf'^h'.iinn  and  rncoiiragemtri 
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I.  Then,  It  is  fecured  by  the  unalterable  Iqve  of  God,  **  The 
ountains  (Kail  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my 
ndnefs  fhall  not  depart  from  thee.'*  The  fenfe  of  his  love 
lay  be  withdrawn,  fo.  far  as  the  foul  may  cry,  **  The  Lord 
itn  forfiken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me ;"  but  that 
lall  not  be,  "  for  he  rcfts  in  his  love,  and  changes  not.*' 

1.  The  purpofe  of  God  is  a  noble  fccurity  for  the  prcfcrva- 
on  of  this  kingdom  of  God  tvlthin  you^  Rom.  viii.  28.  They 
e  faid  to  be  called  according  to  his  purpofe,  the  eredion  of 
le  kingdom  of  God  in  the  heart,  is  juft  the  execution  of  the 
scree,  '^  Whom  he  did  prcdeiUnate,  them  he  alfo  called :  And 
e  are  predeftinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Soib** 
fow,  is  it  poflible  that  the  purpofe  of  God  can  be  frutlrate  ? 
fo,  no,  «  The  counfel  of  the  Lord  (hall  (land  1"  The  golden 
bain  of  falvation  cannot  be  broken,  or  one,of  the  linl^  of  it 
e  loofed,  Rom.  viii.  30.  *'  Whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them 
e  alfo  called  *,  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo  juftified : 
nd  whom  he  juflified,  them  he  alfo  glorified." 

3.  The  indenture  that  the  Son  of  God  entered  into  with  his 
ather,  from  eternity,  in  the  counfel  of  peace,  fecures  this 
)iritual  kingdom.  When  God  the  Father  gave  a  company  of 
le  loft  race  of  Adam  unto  Chril^,  he  engaged  that  he  would 
;t  up  his  kingdom  within  them,  repair  his  image,  carry  on  the 
rork  4^i  fan^ification  in  them,  till  he  had  made  them  meet 
sr  glory ;  and  that  at  the  laft  day  he  would  deliver  up  the 
ingdom  to  his  Father,  and  fay,  Here  am  I,  and  the  children 
fciou  haft  given  me ;  here  I  prefent  them  without  fpot,.  or 
nrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing.  And  God  the  Father,  upon  this 
ngagement  and  undertaking  of  his  Son,  promifed  that  he 
iiould  "  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pJeafure  of  the  Lord  (hould 
rofper  in  his  hand.*'  So  that  the  counfel  of  peace  between 
he  Father  and  Son  muft  come  to  nought,  before  this  kingdom 
if  God  can  be  deftroyed. 

4.  The  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  fecures  this  king- 
lom-  Chrift  has  purchafcd  a  church  for  himfclf.  Before  he 
ould,  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  take  poflefTion  of  one  foul  \\\  all 
Vdam's  family,  he  behoved,  as  their  Surety,  to  fulfil  the  pre- 
%pt,  and  to  underly  the  penalty  of  the  law,  and  to  pour  out 
kis  foul  unto  death  :  He  comes  to  the  kingdom  and  govern- 
nent  by  the  expence  of  his  royal  blood,  and  is  it  to  be  fuppo- 
ed,  that  his  kingdom,  which  he  has  bought  with  the  blood  of 
lis  heart,  (hall  be  ruined  by  fin,  Satan,  or  the  world,  if  he 
lave  an  arm  to  defend  it  ?  No,  no,  I  will  give  unto  them  eter- 
lal  life,  and  they  (hall  never  pcriih,  neither  (hall  any  man  be 
b!c  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.     And  this  he  fpcaks  of 

his 
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hit  fhwcpf  for  whom  lie  l^d  down  hii  Ufct.Johxi  i. 
ail  comparrd^ 

;*  Tlic  cave  nan  t  t»f  grace  and  promife  (<cqi^  this  t 
0f  Gad  within  you:  Fhij;  eovectuit  is  welt  oideret 
thing^t  and  fiire^  and  comains  ail  the  falraeton  of  hh 
'*  The  covenant  of  my  peace  ftiall  never  be  remove 
covenant  I  will  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  b  g 
af  my  lips/*  See  how  the  work  of  p'tce  13  feciired 
coveniint,  Jcr,  xxiii,  39.  *'  And  I  will  j^»e  them  ou 
and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear  me  for  ever«*'  Ver.  40, 
I  will  make  an  everl ailing  covenant  with  thenit  thir  I 
turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good ;  bur  1  wiil  put 
in  their  hearts,  that  they  {ball  not  depart  from  me."' 

6*  The  eflcflua!  call  that  the  l^rd  gave  tbce  when  h 
thee  unto  his  kingdom  and  glory*  He  called  thee  fi 
power  of  darkneitj  and  tranilated  ihee  unto  the  kin^ 
hit  detr  Son  ;  and  this  call  fecures  tlie  po0e0ion  of  tfa 
dom  of  God  withm  thee,  for  hjs  gifts  and  callings  aie 
repentance ;  and  how  can  it  be  otherwife,  feeing  he  ca 
according  to  his  purpofc. 

7.  Thy  union  with  Chrift,  believer,  fccurcs  the  prcf 
and  the  perfefting  of  this  kingdom.  The  whole  niyftic 
of  Chriil,  and  every  particular  member  of  it  (hall  be  pa 
**  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  things  pnsfent,  nor  things  t 
fliall  fcparatc*'  between  you  and  him ;  not  one  ftone 
turned  off  the  foundation  God  hath  laid  in  Zion ;  the 
by  which  the  (tones  of  the  building  are  knit  to  the  four 
is  fo  well  tempered,  and  he  and  they  are  fo  cemented  tc 
that  hell  fliali  never  prevail  to  loofe  any  one  of  thci 
God's  building  Hiall  never  be  demolidied. 

8.  The  new  name  that  God  has  given  thee  fccurcs  tl 
dom  of  God,  the  work  of  grace  in  the  foul.  He  has  ^ 
you  who  have  received  him  the  right,  power,  or  privil 
being  called  the  fons  of  God,  and  this  is  a  perpetual  na 
fhall  never  be  razed.  If.  Ivi.  5.  6.  •'  To  them  that  ta 
of  his  covenant  he  gives  a  name,  and  a  place  within  hi 
even  an  everlafting  name,  that  (hall  never  be  cut  off.' 
Son  abideth  in  the  houfe  for  ever ;  although  the  fervs 
be  turned  out  at  term-day,  yet  fo  iliall  not  the  fon,  wl 
heir. 

9.  The  feal  of  the  Spirit  fecures  ite  king  Jem  of  God 
ysuj  Eph.  iv.  30.     Believers  arc  faid  to  be  fealcd  unto 
of  redemption.     A  fcal  is  either,  (i.)  For  fccrecy ;  wl: 
would  have  kept  fecrct  they  fet  their  feal  upon  it ;  am 
fore  it  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  fociety,  for  any 
break  up  a  fealed  letter,  but  he  to  whom  it  is  dircwtcc 
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(eal  is  nfed  for  diftinAion ;  merchants  fcal  their  ^ods  that 
y  may  be  known  to  be  their  own.  (3.)  A  feal  is  ufcd  for 
arity  ;  charters  have  the  king's  feal  for  further  fecurity ;  and 
this  refpedl  believers  "  are  fealed  unto  the  day  of  redemp- 
!»"  he  hath**  fealed  us,  and  given  us  the  earned  of  his  Spirit." 
Eph.  L  13. 14.  **  After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with 
tt  Holy  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  earneft  of  our  inhe« 
ince."  Now,  this  fecurity  of  the  feal  of  the  Spirit  is  invio* 
le ;  for  '*  the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having  this 

I,  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his." 

10.  The  life  of  Chrift  fecnres  this  kingdom  c/God  within  you: 
Becaufe  I  live,  ye  (hall  live  alfo.**  It  is  not  fo  much  the  be* 
rer  that  lives,  as  Chrift  chat  lives  in  him.  The  life  of  Chrift 
heaven  is  employed  for  the  fecurity  of  the  work  of  grace  in 
r  foul :  Believer  he  lives  in  heaven  as  thv  Head,  thy  Huf* 
ad,  thy  Redeemer,  thy  Advocate  with  tne  Father,  and  he 
I  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  for  this  end,  that  he 
ght  be  in  a  capacity  to  preferve  his  kingdom  of  grace :  there* 
T,  fays  die  apoftle,  **  When  Chrift  who  is  our  life  (hall  ap* 
ar,  then  (half  ye  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory,"  Col.  iii.  4. 

II.  The  power  of  God  fecures  this  kingdom  o/Godfvithin 
i;  John  X.  29.  "  My  Father  which  gave  them  me  is  greater 
in  all,  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  Father's 
ttd."  Rom.  xtv.  24.  He  (viz.  the  believer  that  has  the  king* 
in  of  God  within  him)  fliall  be  holden  up,  for  God  is  able 
make  him  ftand :  As  if  he  had  faid.  The  power  of  God  is 
much  engaged  for  the  jprefervation  of  the  work  of  grace, 

at  it  fliall  never  perifli,  if  God's  arms  be  able  to  maintain  it. 
Tim.  u  12.  **  I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  I  am  per* 
aded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed 
ito  him  againft  that  day."  1  Pet.  i.  5.  "  We  arc  kept  by  the 
>wcr  of  God  through  faith  unto  falvation."  And  therefore, 
tliever,t  hou  mayeft  fing  and  fay,  as  Jude  24.  ^*  Now,  unto 
m  who  is  able  to  keep  us  from  falling,  und  to  prefent  us 
oltlefs  before  the  prefencc  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy, 

the  only  wife  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majcfty,  do- 
inion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever,  Amtn." 
But  I  need  not  infift  on  particulars  here  \  all  the  attributrs 
God,  and  the  glory  of  each  of  them,  is  concerned  in  perfcO- 
S  and  preferving  this  fpiritual  kingdom.  The  mercy  cf 
ad  that  gave  birth  unto  it ;  the  wifdom  of  God  that  contrived 
I  the  faitkfulnefs  of  God,  yea,  his  holincfs  is  laid  in  pawn  for 
e  prefervation  of  it  -,  yea,  the  very  juftice  of  God  is  concern- 

in  the  prefervation  of  this  kingdom  ;  for  juftice  having  re- 
ived complete  fatisfa£lion  from  the  Surety,  ninch  obliges— 

take  care  for  the  prefervation  of  this  kingdom,  for  which 

the 


3.  AVc  have  the  w  hide  (  f  this  trenfiire,  or  the  w« 
or  iniiriinKiUs  i)V  whicli  tij'ii  ti-.-ifiirj  is  conveyed  ui 
vifjole  family,  it  is  ;>/  cartLin  I'tjjlls,  iMinifttr^  of  1 
are  fo  called»  tha{  none  may  think  of  them  above  ^hs 
we  who  are  earthen  veiTcls,  cry  to  men  of  the  fame  m 
U8t  as  Jer.  xxii.  29.  "  O  earth,  earth,  earth,  hear  th( 
the  Lord.''  You  and  we  are  earth  in  our  original,  ea 
daily  fupport,  and  earth  in  our  end,  for  dud  fhall 
the  duft.  God  fees  it  fit  that  men  that  are  fpruag 
fhould  be  ferved  in  earthea  vefTcls. 

4.  We  have  the  reafon  why  God  will  have  the  tr 
the  gofpcl  conveyed  in  fuch  eartlien  vcflels,  viz.  ** 
excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us 
in  a  word,  that  the  whole  glory  of  the  converfion  c 
and  edification  of  faints  unto  eternal  life,  might  be 
not  to  us,  who  are  utterly  infufikient  of  ourfeives  tc 
do  any  thing  as  of  ourfeives,  but  unto  God  alone,  wh 
fuch  weak  means,  that  no  flcfh  may  glory  in  his  prel 

The  doctrine  is  much  the  fame  with  the  words,  viz 
God  will  have  the  treafure  of  his  gofpel  conveyi 
church  and  people  in  earthen  veflels,  that  all  1 
know,  that  the  excellency  of  its  power  for  conve 
falvation  to  be  of  himfelf,  and  not  of  man." 


Through  divine  afliftance,  I  fliall  obfcrve  the  folio 
thod. 
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L  I  begin  with  ihtfirft  of  thefe,  namely,  tofpcstk  a  little  of 
the  gofpel-treafure.  And  here  I  (lull  (licw,  1.  What  is  im- 
ported in  its  being  called  a  treafure.  2.  Prefent  you  with 
feme  parcels  of  this  treafure ;  for  it  is  impol&bk  to  bring  it 
til  forth  to  open  view,  in  regard  it  is  unfearchable. 

As  to  the  Jirft^  What  is  iiTiported  in  this  defignation  given 
to  the  gofpel,  while  it  is  called  a  treafure  i  To  this  I  anfwer 
in  thefe  particulars. 

1.  A  treafure  confifts  of  fomething^very  va]u:ible ;  for  what 
men  do  not  value,  they  do  not  reckon  it  a  treafure^  What  fo 
valuable  as  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  !  0»  fays  David, 
"  How  precious  unto  me  are  the  words  of  thy  mouth !  they 
are  better  to  me  than  thoufands  of  gold  and  of  filver."  £very 
mecept,  every  promife/ every  truth  of  God,  is  a  precious 
jewel  which  we  are  to  buy  at  any  rate,  but  to  fell  at  no  rate. 
^  Wifdom's  merchandife  is  better  than  the  merchandife  of 
lilver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold.  They  that  know 
the  value  of  it  will  prefer  it  unto  all  the  creafures  of  this  world, 
aifd  take  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  rather  than  part 
with  the  lead  hoof  of  gofpel  truth;  yea,  they  will  not  love 
their  life  unto  the  death,  in  comparifon  of  the  gofpel*trcafure ; 
hmce  we  are  commanded  to  "  contend  carneftly  for  the  faith 
once  delivered  unto  the  faints." 

2.  A  treafure  con  fills  in  fome  thing  that  is  very  ufeful  and 
profitable  unto  the  life  of  men  in  the  world;  men  never 
reckon  that  to  be  their  treafure  which  is  of  no  ufe  to  them* 
O,  what  fo  profitable  unto  the  immortal  foul,  as  that  which 
brings  life  and  immortality  to  light  to  them  I  *<  It  is  profitable 
for  dodrine,  for  reproof,  for  corre£^ion,  for  in(lru£lion  in 
righteoufnefs ;  and  the  man  of  God  is  made  perfe£l  there- 
by, throughly  furoifhed  unto  all  good  works,''  2  Tim*  iii. 
15—17. 

3.  A  treafure  confifts  of  fomething  very  rare ;  what  is  com- 
mon to  every  body  is  not  reckoned  a  treafure.  What  fo  rare 
as  the  gofpel,  even  as  to  tlie  external  revelation  of  it  ?  It  is 
not  a  thing  common  to  every  nation :  Pfal.  cxlvii.  19.  20. 
•*  He  fheweih  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  (latutes  and  his  judge- 
ments unto  Ifrael.  He  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation." 
The  greattft  part  of  the  world,  at  this  day,. know  nothing  of 
the  gofpel-treafure;  and  among  thefe  nations  to  whom  it  is 
come,  how  few  are  they  that  enjoy  it  in  its  purity  !  There  is 
butlittle  gofpel*  to  be  heard  in  many  of  the  pulpits  through 
Britain.  1  have  lately  feen  fcrmons  printed,  and  highly  ap* 
plauded  by  fome,  where  there  is  not  one  grain  weight  of  the 
gofpel-trcafure,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  no  more  than 

ia 


ihc  Icriprure?,  for  In  them  we  think  to  have  ctei 
tiiey  arc  thcv  which  t.  llily  of  me,"  John  v.  39. 

5.  A  troafurj  implic-,  great  abundance  of  thcfe 
proiitable  things ;  a  man  that  has  but  a  finail  qu: 
iiey  cannot  be  faid  properly  to  have  a  treafure. 
Solomon,  and  other  kingSs  had  their  treafures,  xi 
was  great  abundance  of  riches.  Well,  the  gof[ 
mine  of  riches  which  have  no  bottom :  Eph.  ili. 
*'  1  preach  among  the  Gentiits  the  unfearchal 
Chrift."  Here  there  is  fulnefs,  all  fulncfs,  yea,  a 
of  the  Godhead  ;  riches  which  eye  hath  hot  fccn, 
heard,  neitlier  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
ccivc  :  "  But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  b; 
fays  thcapolUe,  i  Cor.  ii.  9.  ic. 

6.  A  treafure  implies  not  only  abundance  of  gi 
things,  but  that  they  are  fubilantial  and  durable, 
no  account  of  the  treafures  of  fnow,  v;hich  me 
periih.  Such  are  all  earthly  treafures,  they  pcrifl 
iiting;  riches  make  to  themfelvcs  wings,  and  fly  ; 
eagle,  mounting  up  to  heaven  tili  (lie  be  quite  < 
We  read  of  a  rich  man  in  the  gofpel,  who,  whei 
cd  I  lis  barns  with  com,  and  his  cofi'^rs  with  mc 
himt'clf,  "  Soul,  take  thine  eafe,  for  there  is  g 
for  many  years."  But  where  were  his  treafures. 
faid  to  him,  *'  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  f 
from  thfc,  and  wLofc  iliall  th-jfc  things  be  r"  ^ 
trcaiurLS  fre(]ucnt!y  m«rit  a\v^;y  before  ihcy  are 
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»  fteal  it.  So  much  for  the  import  of  the  expreflioni  ivhy 
ic  gofpel  16  called  a  treafure. 

%ilj^  I  go  on  to  bring  .forth  fome  of  the  gofpei-treafure, 
ait  you  may  know  what  it  is.  But  here  there  are  two  things 
«rould  tdvertife  you  of  before  I  proceed,  (i.)  That  it  is  fo 
^cat  that  the  tongues  of  men  or  angels  cannot  declare  it  fully ; 
Aas  not  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  coaceive  how  great 
ii ;  fp  that  it  is  only  fome  little  glimpfe  of  it  we  can  give 
Ml  from  fcripture- revelation.  (2.)  You  mu(t  not  look  up- 
ft  this  treafure  as  a  thing  you  have  no  concern  in,  for  it  is 
I.  your  Wn  ;  therefore,  while  we  are  telling  you  of  it,  you 
«ift  put  to  the  hand  of  faith,  and  apply  and  appropriate  it  to 
Mirfelves ;  for  **  things  revealed  belong  unto  you  and  your 
^Idren ;  and  unto  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent : 
Ik  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that 
9c  afar  off."  And  thei^efore  mingle  faith  with  what  you  are 
i»  hear»  that  fo  you  may  be  enriched  for  eternity.  Well,  fay 
M,  tell  us  what  this  gofpel-tre&fure  is,  bring  it  out  of  the 
urthen  yeflelsy  that  we  may  fee  and  know  it. 

Well  then,  firft^  In  general,  I  tell  you  that  Jefus  Chrid  is 
fee  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  gof- 
sl-treafure.  Chrid  is  ail  in  all;  and  if  you  win  Chrift,  you 
^n  the  whole  treafure  of  the  gofpel  that  I  fpeak  of:  Says 
""aul,  Phil.  iii.  8.  ^<  Yea  doubtUfs,  I  count  all  things  but  lofs 
%  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrid  Jefus  my  Lord  ; 
9r  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count 
bem  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chrid."  And  when  he  went 
p  and  down  the  world  from  nation  to  nation,  fcattering  the 
ofpel- treafure  among  them,  what  was  the  amount  of  it  but 
3irid  i  Eph.  iii.  8.  "Unto  me,  who  am  lefs  than  the  lead  of 
11  faints,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I  ihould  preach  among  the 
Sentilesthe  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrid,"  i  Cor.  i.  23.  24. 
'We  preach  Chrid  crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a  dumblinj^-block, 
od  unto  the  Greeks  fooliilincfs  ;  but  unto  them  which  stre 
ailed,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Chrid  the  pov/er  of  God,  and 
he  wifdom  of  God."  And  chap.  ii.  2.  "  i  determined  not  tb 
uiow  any  thing  amongd  you,  fave  Jefus  Chrid,  and  him  cru- 
ified."  Col.  i.  27.  2t>.  *•  God  would  make  known  what  is 
he  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myllery  among  the  Gentiles, 
rhich  is  Chrid  in  you  (margin,  amonj^d  you},  the  hope  of 
lorjr;  whom  we  preach,  &c.  Thus,  I  fay,  the  fum-total  of 
he  golj^el-treafure  is  Chrid ;  and  no  wonder,  for  God  is  in 
)hrilt,  wIjo  is  the  alone  adequate  portion  of  the  rational  and 
nmoriul  foul :  '^  It  hath  plcafcd  the  Father,  tliat  in  Chrift 
lould  ail  fuliiefs  dwell,  that  out  of  his  fulncfs  all  we  might 
cccive  grace  for  grace/'  Col.  i.  19.  chap.  ii.  9.  compared 

with 


foul  be  ?  Matth.  xvi.  26.  •*  Whit  is  a  man  profit 
gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofc  his  own  foul?  ( 
ipan  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ?"  The  rcdcn 
foul  is  precious,  and  ceafcth  for  c?er  as  to  an; 
man  can  giTc  for  it.  Well,  Sirs,  we  tell  you,  thi 
Mvation  of  the  precious  foul  is  to.  be  found  i 
treafiirt ;  if  a  man  giv«  but  the  heaiioe  of  fa 
gofpel,  his  foul  ihall  live,  If.  It.  3.  Tbe  goTp 
vord  of  life,  and  a  word  of  falvation,  AOs 
chap.  V.  20.  ''Go  (fays  the  angel  untothe  apof 
iroprifoned),  (land  and  fpeak  in  the  ;teliiiile  to 
tbe  words  of  this  life."  And  whoever  he  oe  that 
report  of  the  gofpel  concerning  Chrift,  be  (hall  1 
Jiave  ererlafting  life,  John  iir.  14—16.. 
.  ,  2.  Next  unto  life,  light  is  the  moft  fweet  and 
in  this  world.  What  a  melancholy  unheartfi] 
would  this  world  be,  if  it  wanted  the  fud  in  tl 
**  Truly  light  is  fweet,  and  it  is  a  pleafant  thiDj 
to  behold  the  fuq.**  JWcll,  the  gofpel  brings  a 
light  unto  the  world  than  the  light  of  the  fun  in  1 
even  that  light  which  difcovers  another  world,  a 
world  than  this  is,  *<  for  life  and  immortality 
lij^t  by  the  gofpel.**  Wherever  the  gofpel  come 
which  fat  in  darknefs  are  made  to  fee  a  great 
them  which  fat  in  the  region  of  the  fhadow  c 
dodi  fprir.g  up,'*  Matth.  iv.  16.;  and,  John 
Chrill,  "  1  am  the  light  of  the  world  :   he  that 
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2  dun  the  ancientSi  and  more  wifdom  than  all  h:$  tc^chcn; 
f  the  gofpcl-revelation,  thcfe  things  are  brought  to  ii^^lic  u::;o 
AeSs  that  are  hid  from  the  will;:  and  the  prudent  of  thu 
orld.  See  a  le£lure  of  the  excellency  of  the  goi'pel  wiidv>ni, 
ibzJCTiiL  la — 23.  '*  It  cannot  be  gotten  for  gold,  neither 
«il  GlYcr  be  weighed  for  the  price  thereof.  No  mention  Uull 
ft^made  of  coral,  or  of  pearls :  for  the  price  of  wifdom  i$ 
lore  rubies.  The  topaz  of  Ethiopia  (hall  not  c4u.1l  it.  nci- 
■r  (hall  it  be  valued  with  pure  gold.  God  only  ur.dciUand* 
Bi  the  way  thereofi  and  he  knoweth  the  place  chcrcuf.** 
^.  In  this  gofpel-treafure,  is  to  be  found  that  crown  of  j^hw 
^  wUch  fell  from  Adam's  head  that  day  that  he  fiiincd  ag-^inlt 
iUmI  :  2  Cor.  iii.  ult.  '*  All  u-e  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a 
m([n»  (viz.  the  glaCi  of  the  gofpel- revelation)  the  j;lory  of  the 
iprdy  are  changed  into  the  fame  iniagfi  from  glory  to  glory, 
^v  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord."  Chrill  is  the  inugc  of  die  in- 
Ble  Gody  and  the  biightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory  \  and,  by 
Solding  his  glory  in  the  gofpcl,  we  comedo  be  lencwcd  in 
Mwledge  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  us  at  firlli 
Jpor.  iv.  4—6- 

5.  The  gofpel  open^  a  treafure  of  *'  fine  linen,  pure  and 
fticc,  which  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  f.unts,'*  Kev.  xix.  8« 
Be  judicious  Durham  upon  that  place  obfcrves,  tli.it  hy  this 
ghtcoufneb  of  the  faints,  is  to  be  under (lood  the  (imputed 
djiteottfnefs  of  Chrift,  which  he  proves  by  fcveral  arguincurr* 
|us  is  that  white  raiment  which  Chrill  counfels  Laodict  a  ta 
aj  of  him,  that  the  (hame  of  her  nakednefs  might  not  ap* 
Saff  Rev.  jii.  18.  This,  I  fay,  we  brinr;  forth,  ar.d  bring 
&|ar  unto  you  in  the  gofpel-reveiation  :  Rom.  i.  16.  17.  ^*  £ 
|l^  Dot  afliamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chriil :  fcr  it  is  the  power  of 
Bod  unto  falvation,  to  every  one  that  believetli.  For  thcrtin 
i^thc  rightcoufnefs  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faitii/' 
iyine  then,  O  naked  (inncrs,  and  buy  white  raiment,  robes 
E  lighteoufnefs,  garments  of  falvation,  without  money  aiul 
without  price,  for  ic  is  a  gifted  righteoufncfs,  Rom.  v.  i  7. 

6*  Here  is  a  treafure  of  quickening,  clean linpr^  ndorniuir, 
nngthening,  and  fanclifying  milucnces  of  the  Holy  Ohoit ; 
^  we  receive  the  Spirit,  not  by  the  works  of  t!ic  law,  but  by 
ic  hearing  of  faith.  Chrill  is  a  head  of  influence,  who  rec::!- 
ed  the  Spirit  above  mv^'afure,  that  he  might  communic-jte  the 
firit  and  all  his  influences  unto  his  myllical  body;  ar.d  the 
ofpel  is  the  channel  of  conveyance  ;  hence,  l)y  the  grot  and 
irecious  promifes,  we  arc  made  partakers  ot  the  divine  nature. 
^fe  plac;;s  of  the  world,  where  the  gofpel  13  not  prciched, 
bey  are  like  unto  the  mountains  of  Cr  11 00.1,  upon  whijh  no- 
bing  of  the  rain  or  dew  of  the  Holy  Ghoil  defcends. 

^^^       7.  He 


7.  Here  in  this  gorpcl  ii  a  trc*furc  of  tioWc  fectintlci 
every  thing  needful,  either  for  life  or  godlinef^,  for  tin 
eternity,  Th£  jrofptl-covenant  ia  a  large  charier  unjlct 
feal  of  Heaven^  for  the  wh^k  inlicriMnce  of  gloTT,  ^nd  dl 
pertai as  thereunto  i  and  the  promifes  of  iliecofcnmti 
many  particular  claufes  of  the  chait^:ri  whereby  this  *ttil 
and  tlie  other  bleflTiog  is  feci) red,  and  all  thcfd^ea  mi  i 

I  in  ChTid.  It  is  *'  an  evcrhfting  covenant,  wcU  orfWed  1 
things  and  fure.  The  mountains  (hall  drjrart,  and  the 
be  TL moved,  bat  my  kinJnefs  fhail  not  depart  from  iWt 
thcr  fliaU  the  covenant  t^f  my  peace  be  rcnaovcd,  faltJ 
liord,  thac  bath  mercy  on  ihet,"  If.  liv,  i(t. 

8.  In  this  gofprl  you  h^ve  a  treafute  of  foverei^  tncd 
and  aniidotes  a^v^imft  all  thefe  fpirlcud  and  foul  difcafci 
which  we  arc  fubjefted  fmce  the  f.ill  of  Adam*  Here  a 
leaves  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  arc  ordained  for  ihc  b 
of  the  nations  ;  PfaU  cvli*  20*  **  He  ftnt  forth  bb  woi 
healed  them."  We  bring  you  gLid  tidings  of  great  joy 
there  is  balm  in  Gilead,  and  a  Phyfrcianr  thtrc  of  un 
(kill,  and  who  faves  to  the  uctermoft  all  that  come  untc 
and  will  employ  him,  let  their  cafe  be  never  fo  dcfpers 
the  difeafes  never  fo  obftinare  againft  all  other  rcmedi^ 
opens  the  blind  eyes,  he  makes  the  lame  man  to  leap 
hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  damb  to  fing  ;  yea,  the  vcr 
arc  made  to  hear  the  voice  of  Gilead's  Phyfician,  and 
made  alive,  John  v.  25. 

9.  In  this  gofpel  there  is  laid  open  a  treafure  of  gre 
glorious  myfleries,  that  were  hid  in  God  from  all  et 
The  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  hath  opened  the  bool 
loofed  the  feven  feals  thereof,  which  none  in  heaven 
earth  were  capable  to  do  but  himfelf :  and  now  und 
New  Tcdament,  by  the  commandment  of  theevcrlaftinj 
thefe  hid  myfteries  are'publifhed  unto  all  nations  for  tf 
dience  of  faitli,  Rom.  xvi.  25.  26,  Col.  i.  26.  27.  In  this 
there  is  a  revelation  of  the  myilery  of  the  Trinity,  th 
one,  and  one  in  three  :  the  mydery  of  the  incarnation 
eternal  Son  of  God  ;  "  And  without  controverfy  prcit 
myilery  of  godjincfs  ;  God  manifefled  in  the  fieih  :"  tli 
tery  of  the  death  and  fatisfadlion  of  Chrift,  whereby  the 
of  juftice,  btipg  bnthcd  in  his  blood,  is  put  up  agaii 
fcabbard,  and  the  anger  of  God  turned  away  from  i 
myflery  of  his  refurrciftion  from  the  dead,  whereby 
juilificd  in  the  Spirit,  and  the  debt  we  were  owing  to  1 
juilice  difcharged  :  the  myilery  of  his  afcenfion  unto  1 
as  our  Forerunner,  whereby  th'e  w.iyto  glory  is  opcnc 
through  the  territories  of  the  Prince  of  the  power  of  1 
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i«  mv&ery  of  his  inreracfflon,  whereby  our  acceptance  i»  i:h 
od  ii  procured.  And  all  accufations  and  char|;c>  againil  w^ 
K  repelled.  The  gofpel  brinps  to  light  the  myllcry  of  the 
■^r  birth,  whereby  we  arc  initiated  into  the  kingdo:n  of  hw- 
d*:  the  myftery  of  juflification  by  the  imputation  ot  his 
Clteoafnefii  onto  us,  whereby  the  righreoufnefs  of  the  bvr 
■aes  to  be  fulfilled  in  ercry  one  that  believes:  the  myftery  of 
«  adoption  into  God's  family,  whereby  i[\t  heirs  of  hell  and 
^^9tlh  are  pat  among  the  children  :  the  myftvry  of  our  f.mc\k- 
3tion  by  the  Spirit  of  Chri'ft,  whcrrhy  we  are  made  meet  to  bi* 
mkers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  li^ht-  Thcf.  .uut 
e  like  Riyfteries  arc  opened  in  the  everlafting  gofpr],  wlucH 
Bi  and  blood  cannot  know,  and  cunnot  receive,  bcc^ufc  they 
S  fpiritually  difccmed. 

10.  In  this  gofpel-treafure  is  to  be  found  (lores  of  meat ; 
iat  for  the  hungry,  and  drink  for  the  thirily  foul,  ir.eat  in* 
cd»  and  drink  indeed.  The  incarnation  and  tatisUClion  ot 
e  Son  of  God,  apprehended  by  faith,  is  thrt  hidden  nur.tu 
lich  the  world  are  (Irangers  to.     Of  this  banquet  we  xc<\^ 

ZZT.6.  <'In  this  mountain  (hall  the  Lord  ot  hoUs  maL* 
ito  all  people  a  fead  of  fat  things,  a  feaft  of  wines  en  the 
:8f  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees  wr'.l 
Bned."  A  tading  of  this  food  fatisfies  the  longing  foul  fo 
Qch,  that  it  hungers  no  more  after  the  fwine  hulks  whldi 
eWorld  feed  upon.  See  the  open  invitation  given  to  all 
ople  to  come  unto  this  gofpel-banquet,  If.  Iv.  i.  *<  IIo,  every 
le  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  t)ie  waters/'  &c.  Prov.  viii. .(. 
Unto  you,  O  men,  do  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  for.s  of 
eo.  Come,  eat  of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine  which 
uve  mingled  -P  fee  Prov.  ix.  1—6. 

11.  Here  in  this  gofpel  is  a  treafure  of  rich  fpolls,  which 
irilt  the  Captain  of  our  falvation  took  from  the  enemy,  when 
^  foiled  him  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  triumphed  over 
incipalities  and  powers.  Here  is  the  head  of  the  dragon, 
■told  ferpcnt  the  devil,  the  deftroycr  of  mankind,  which 
will  gives  to  be  meat  to  them  that  inhabit  the  wildernefj. 
ere  is  the  hand-writing  of  the  curfe  of  the  law,  which  wae 
ntrary  unto  us,  and  which  gave  Satan  a  law-power  over  us, 
tired  and  cancelled.  Col.  ii.  14.  Here  arc  the  keys  of  hell 
d  death,  which  Chrlll  took  by  main  force  from  tlie  j  jilor : 
;v.  i.  i8.  '*  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead ;  and  behold, 
;m  alive  for  evermore,  Amen  j  and  have  the  keys  of  hell 
d  of  death.'*  Here  is  death  itfelf  difarmed  of  its  lling,  and 
;  grave  of  its  victory,  fo  as  you  may  triumph  over  it  as  a 
iquifhed  enemy,  faying,  **  O  death,  where  \%  thy  (ling  ?  O 
ive,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God,  which  gr 

v^ot.m.  3  Y 


us  the  TiiStory,  tBrough  our  Lord  Jefu*  Chiift/*  AH  j 
fpoih  Cfcrift  took  from  rhe  enemy,  when  ofihc  people) 
wiS  pone  with  h\m\  and  yet,  like  t)ie  womcft  that  linii 
tiome,  he  makes  us  to  dlvitlc  t]ie  fpoil  ;  and  thus  the  p« 
of  the  Father  is  fulfilled,  If,  Im*  la.  "  I  will  duldc  himi 
tion  with  the  great,  and  be  fliall  divide  the  fpoil  m\\ 

ftfong."  "     " :    ^  ■'       '  '^ 

J  2*  In  this  gofpel  arc  brought  forth  all  the  riches  mi 
of  Immanuers  land,  fhat  lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the]; 
of  death.  The  new  Jerufaleirti  with  ^11  its  fplendour  ao 
Ty,  is  brought  down  from  God  cut  of  heaven  in  the  dlf| 
ton  of  the  gofpel.  Rev.  xxi.  i— 3* ;  and  from  vcr.  lO 
we  have  a  map  t?f  the  cckftial  Jcrufalem,  un^o  which  t 
deemed  from  among  men  lliall  be  admittedf  when  the; 
fSniflied  their  work  and  pilgrimage  in  this  lower  world. 
you  fee  what  rich  ire afures  the  gofpcl  brings  unto  fitinci 
how  fitiy  then  is  it  called  "  The  giorious  gofpeJ  of  the' 
God,  which  h  committed  to  our  trull  1*^  1  Tim,  i-  U' 
inuch  for  th^jir/i  general  head. 

ir.The/rr</W^thing  in  the  method  was,  to  fpeaka  little 
carthcjivejfchy  wherein  the'gofpel-trenfure  isbroughtorcoi 
to  God's  family  ;  for,  fays  the  apodle  here,  We  have  ih. 
fure  in  earthen  vejfils.  By  which,  as  I  faid  in  the  open 
the  words,  we  are  to  underftand  miniilers  of  the  gofpcl 
whom  he  fays,  **  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  il 
pel  to  every  creature."  Now,  as  to  this  delignation 
unto  minifters  of  the  gofpcl,  there  are  only  two  or  thrct 
tlons  I  would  propofe  and  anfwcr. 

^f/r/?.  I.  What  may  be  imported  in  this  defignation[of  < 
vcjftis  ? 

Anfw.  (f .)  It  fiiys,  that  God  is  the  great  Potter,  who 
;ill  the  vcffels  of  his  lioufe,  whether  they  be  veflels  of  ci 
veficls  of  flagons,  velTcIs  of  leHcr,  or  of  greater  qu^nti* 
forms  them  all  for  himfelf,  that  they  may  (hew  forth  h 
ry.  (2.)  It  fays,  that  minlftcrs  of  the  gofpel  arc  ordain 
for  their  ov/n  ufe,  but  for' the  benefit  of  the  church,  c 
veflels  are  for  the  ufe  of  the  family.  Chrifl  himfelf,  < 
diator  and  High  Pried  of  our  profcfllon,  is  ordained  fc 
in  things  pertaining  to  God  ;  and  fo  aci^  all  miniilers  a 
dinances  difpenfed  by  them,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
church  ;  Eph.  iv.  11.  12.  "  When  he  afcended  up  or 
he  gave  fomc  apoflles,  and  fome  prophets,  and  fome  c 
lids,  and  fome  padors  and  teachers,  for  the  pcrfed 
the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  minidry,  for  the  edify 
the  body  of  Clirid.     (3.)  Wliile  niinidcrs  of  the  gofj 


CoJ^ttreafttre  in  Earthen  Veffits.  t ;») 

1  earthen  rcffcls,  itifays  that  they  arc  but  moital  men,  ov<u 
icrs  are;  they  are  fprung  of  earth,  and  their  founiUciiMi 
the  duft,  and  unto  dull  fhall  they  return :  Zcv  h.  i.  j, 
Lir  fathers,  where  are  they?  and  the  prophet*,  do  iJuy 
or  ever  ?"  (4  )  It  fays,  that  God  will  have  his  chun  U 
d,  not  by  the  miniflry  of  angels,  but  by  men  of  their  own 
d  and  make,  that  his  terror  may  not  make  ilicm  ulruid, 
hen  the  law  was  delivered  at  Mount  Sinai,  llcb.  xii. 

icfu  2-  Whence  have  thefe  earthen  vcfllls  this  rich  trcA- 

rf  the  ^ofpel  ?  or  how  come  they  by  iit  ? 

f.  The  earthen  vcflels  have  all  their  trcafure  out  of  ibr 

llbrehoufe  of  a  Redeemer's  fulncfs.  All  rdilyinj;  .ind 
;  gifts  and  graces  arc  committed  unto  Clirill  by  lu:i  K.!-* 
as  the  King,  Head,  and  Lawgiver  of  iiis  churchy  \\c  re- 
1  gifts  for  men,  and  accordingly  gives  gifts  until  turn, 
Ixviii.  18.  compared  with  Eph.  iv.  IK  When  Chrilt 
my  man  to  the  work  of  the  gofpel,  he  will  not  frnil  hnu 
rfare  upon  his  own  charges ;  no.  As  a  king  vi  hi-ii  b(* 
his  ambafladors  into  foreign  courts,  they  arc  not  .illow- 

go  upon  their  own  private  charges  and  cxpcnces,  but 
the  charges  of  the  king,  whofe  ambafladors  they  arc. 

0  here  ;  the  glorious  King  of  Zion,  when  he  fends  his 
Fadors  into  this  lower  world,  he  bids  them  fpeiul  not 
their  own,  but  upon  his  credit  \  and  in  tliis  cafe  they 
lack  for  nothing  that  is  needful,  as  the  difciples  found 
he  f(pnc  them  to  preach  the  gofpel  through  the  cities  of 

Many  a  time,  when  they  come  forth  to  preach  the 
(ling  gofpel  unco  people,  and  begin  to  look  in  unto  tha 
eiTcIs,  we  can  fee  nothing  there  but  weaknefs  and  emp« 
,    notwithftanding  of  all  our   ftudy  and  preparatioh  % 

1  this  cafe  are  ready  to  conclude,  we  have  nothing  to 
forth  unto  the  church  for  its  edification,  and  that  wc 
»e  a  difcredit  to  the  gofpel  and  religion.  But,  O,  how 
our  glorious  Matter  many  times  baffle  our  unbelieving 
and,  for  his  own  glory,  conveys  in  a  fccret  way  the  trca- 
f  the  gofpel  into  the  earthen  vcflcis,  for  the  edification  of 
embers !  As  the  milk  is  put  within  the  mother's  brea(t 
le  fake  of  the  babe;  fo  is  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word 
s  it  were,  into  our  breatls,  for  the  benefit  of  the  babes  of 

It  is  obfcrvable,  2  Cor.  v.  19.  where  in  our  tranfla- 
[le  words  run,  "  lie  hath  committed  unto  us  the  word 
^nciliation ;"  as  on  the  margin,  in  the  original,  it  runs^ 
hath  put  in  us  the  word  of  reconciliation."  Thus  he 
ic  trcafure  in  the  earthen  vclVcls,  in  the  way  of  truft, 
:  ufc  of  others.     As  the  king's  almoner  is  intruded  with 
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ihc  klngV bounty  and  charity,  for  the  ufc  oJ  ibe  poor,  d»n 
may  diilrlljutc  it  to  them  accorditig  to  necdi  fo  mimHertilK 
arc  the  alinoncrs  of  the  King  of  Zion,  they  ha*e  the  fpif 
treafiire  commuted  to  ihcm,  for  the  brnclit  of  the  poorj  I 
**  to  the  poor  ihe  fiofpd  is  preached,"  Aod  w^Umip 
fpend,  when  we  h;ive  dir  unfc^rchable  riches  of  ChrifUso 
fund  to  go  upon;  the  more  we  fpend,  the  more  wclu« 
fpend,  for  by  fcatt^riog  our  flock  iacreafes. 

^fft.  3.  For  what  reafan  will  God  have  the  gofpd  Ui 
fare  conveyed  in  the  earfhcn  veffcls. 

Unto  this  you  have  an  anfwcT  in  the  words  of  tktf 
If^t  have  this  tnafurt  in  carihtn  vtjfth^  that  the  €x:.t\\0f\ 
thi  foimr  may  he  of  G^>  andmt^fuf*    But  this  Icids  tO| 

II L  The  /KrJ  thing  in  the  general  method,  which  wai 
fpcak  a  little  of  that  excellent  power  which  accompnia 
dlfpenf4tion  of  tlic  gofpch  This  powci  is  frequertUy  fp& 
of  ill  fcripture^  fometimcs  in  proper^  fo  me  times  in  tncUj 
rlcjl  terms.  So,  Rom.  i,  16,  the  gofpt!  is  called  the*' pa 
of  God  unto  falvation.'*  i  Thcfl'.  i.  5.  "  Our  gofpel  c 
not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power,  and  in 
Holy  Cholt."  Sometinves  it  is  exprefTed  metaphorically, 
thus  the  gofpel  is  called  **  the  rod  of  the  Mediator's  ftrcng 
nnd  **  he  makes  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  pow 
rfal.  ex.  2.  3.  See  If.  liii.  i.  it  is  called  a  revelation  of 
arm  of  Jehovah.^  Sometimes  it  is  exprcfied  by  "  Chiift's 
ing  forth  like  a  mighty  Conqueror,  riding  upon  a  white  he 
conquering,  and  to  conquer,"  Rev.  vii  2.  Pfal.  xlv»  4.  5. 
to  illuftrate  the  excellency  of  that  power  of  God,  that  is  ex 
ed  towards  finners  and  falnib,  in  clie  dilpenf^tion  of  the  gc 
li:  %ugh  poor  earthen  veflcls,  I  ihall  clTay  to  do  two  thi 
1.  1  fliall  give  you  fome  of  the  excellent  properties  \  2.  S 
of  the  excellent  cllcds  thereof. 

\fty  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  qualities  of  this  power, 
from  thence  the  excellency  of  the  whole  will  appear. 

I.  then.  It  is  wholly  divine  and  fupernatural,  it  is  nii 
through  God.  Arminians  may  talk  of  the  power  of  their 
will,  us  they  have  a  mind,  to  convert  themfelves;  the  fcrip 
of  truth  inform  us,  that  the  power  of  a  whole  Frinity  is  em 
c^  in  the  work  of  a  (innei's  convcrfion.  The  power  of  th 
thtr  is  put  forth  in  it,  as  Chrift  declares,  John  vi.  44.  ••  No 
can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me 
him."  The  power  of  the  eternal  Son  is  exerted,  John  xi 
•'  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all 
unto  me.'*  The  power  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  is  ci 
by  the  Holy  GlioUj  the  third  Pcrfon  of  the  Trinity  :  H 
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Tit  iii.  5.  we  are  faid  to  be  <*  fared  by  the  wafliing  of  rege* 
neratiorii  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."  So  that  Ar* 
minians,  who  .talk  of  the  power  of  their  own  will,  to  convert^ 
believe,  to  repent,  &c.  they  invade  the  prerogative  of  a  whole 
Trinitv,  and  contradi£t  the  record  of  God,  by  which  we  are 
afliired,  that  *'  it  is  not  of  him  that  willech,  or  of  him  that 
runneth,  but  of  God  that  iheweth  mercy ;"  and  that  *'  it  is 
God  which  worketh  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own 
good  pleafure.''  So  that  it  is  a  divine  power.  And  hence  it 
follows, 

2.  Tliat  it  Is  an  exceeding  great  and  mighty  power.  A 
^eater  power  is  exerted  in  the  formation  of  the  new  creature 
in  the  heart,  by  the  inftrumentality  of  the  gofpel,  than  in  the 
creation  of  the  world ;  hence  the  lad  is  called  the  work  of  hi« 
finger,  but  the  other  of  his  almighty  arm.  The  apoftle  tells 
us,  that  the  fame  almighty  power  that  was  put  forth  in  the  re- 
JTurreflion  of  Chrift  from  the  dead,  is  exerted  towards  them 
that  believe.  He/^  fulfilieth  in  us  the  whole  good  pleafare  of 
his  goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power  ;'*  and  the 
apoftle,  in  the  place  juft  now  cited,  he  tells  us,  that  it  is  not 
only  power,  but  greatncfs  of  power,  exceeding  greatnefs  of 
power,  greatnefs  of  almighty  power,  and  the  working  of  this 
almighty  power,  exerted  and  put  forth  in  the  refurredion  of 
Chrift  from  the  dead ;  which  plainly  ftiews  the  refurre£tion 
of  Chrift  to  be  a  greater  miracle,  than  if  all  the  race  of  Adam 
had  been  raifed  out  of  the  grave  in  a  moment.  Chrift  was  in* 
carcerated,  or  (hut  up  in  the  prifon  of  the  grave,  as  our  Sure* 
ty,  "  the  Lord  having  laid  on  Him  the  iniquities  of  us  ail  /' 
and  therefore  the  grave  of  Chrift  was  locked  up  by  the  hand 
of  juftice,  that  laid  him  in  prifon  for  our  debt.  The  curfe  of 
the  broken  law  lay  as  a  dreadful  weight  upon  his  grav^j  a 
weight  that  all  men  on  earth,  and  angels  in  heaven,  would  ne- 
ver have  been  able  to  poife  with  their  united  itrength.  O 
what  infinite  power  then  did  it  require,  to  raifc  up  Chrift  from 
the  dead,  under  all  this  weight  I  Yet  that  fame  almighty  power 
oT  God,  that  raifed  up  Chrift  from  the  dead,  is  exerted  and 
put  forth  towards  (inners,  in  bringing  them  to  believe  *,  and 
when  brought  to  believe,  they  muft  be  "  kept  by  the  power  of 
Cod  through  faith  unto  falvation.'' 

3.  Hence  it  follows,th;^  it  is  an  irrefiftible  power  that  accom- 
panies the  difpeiifation  of  the  gofpel- treafure.  There  was  mighty 
oppoGtion  made  to  the  work  of  our  falyation,  in  the  purchafe 
theteof ',  hell  and  earth  combined  againft  the  Lord  and  againft 
his  Anointed :  but  on  he  went,  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
ilrciigth,  through  al!  oppofition,  till  he  could  fay,  "  It  is  finiQi- 

cd.** 
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cd."  In  like  manner,  when  redemption  is  to  be  applied,  there  \i 
mighty  oppoGtion  made  by  the  powers  of  hell  \  the  deril  (ta« 
dieth  to  fecure  his  captive  by  might  and  maing  he  fortifies  his 
fhrong  holds  againft  the  approaches  of  dirine  grace,  fuch  ast 
the  darkncfs  of  the  mind,  the  obftinacy  of  the  will,  the  carna- 
lity of  the  afTefiions :  but  when  the  day  of  power  comes,  God 
makes  all  thefe  gates  of  bra(s  and  bars  of  iron  to  give  way ; 
for  who  can  (lay  his  almighty  hand,  when  he  fays,  '*  Tlie 
lawful  captive  (hall  be  delivered,  and  the  prey  taken  from  the 
t(;rriblc  ?"  the  ftrong  fetters  of  the  foul's  captivity  fall  off;  and 
"  whom  the  Son  makes  free,  they  are  free  indeed."  Thus,  I 
fay,  the  power  of  God  accompanying  the  gofpei  is  viflorioos 
and  irrcfiftible. 

4*  Although  it  be  fo,  yet  this  power  is  exerted  in  a  mod 
fweet  and  agteeabk  manner,  without  any  fort  of  violence 
done  to  the  natural  powers  and  faculties  of  the;  rational  fouir 
I  own  indeed  thete  is  violence  done  to  the  corruption  of  na* 
ture  ;  but  no  violence  done  to  the  f6ul,  or  its  natural  powers. 
'The  whole  powers  of  che  foul  were  lioicd  and  diflocated  by  the 
fall  \  the  underftanding  darkened ;  the  wl!l  perverted  from  its 
ori^rinal  re^itude  and  conformity  to  the  will  of  God  ;  the  af- 
feftions  turned  away  from  God,  the  chief  good,  and  mifplaced 
upon  the  creature  inftcad  of  the  Creator ;  and  thcfe  corrupt 
inclinations  of  the  foul  rule  and  govern,  indead  of  the  under- 
ftanding, in  all  its  adlions.  Now,  when  the  power  of  God  is 
put  forth  by  the  gofpei,  for  the  foul's  renovation,  "  all  old 
things  are  clone  away,  and  all  things  are  made  new ;''  every 
power  of  the  foul  is  fet,  as  it  were,  in  its  proper  joint ;  the 
mind  or  underftanding  is  "  delivered  from  the  power  of  dark* 
nefs,  and  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  that 
created  him  i"  the  will  is  delivered  from  its  enmity  againft 
God,  and  brought  in  a  due  fubordination  to  the  will  of  God, 
manifelled  in  his  promifes,  precepts,  or  providences  ;  the  af- 
fe£lions  are  turned  off  from  followin;;  fin  and  vanity,  and 
made  to  center  on  God  himfelf,  the  adequate  portion  of  the 
rational  foul ;  and  all  the  inferior  powese  of  the  foul,  fubor- 
dlnated  to  the  underftanding,  enlightened  by  the  word  and 
•Spirit  of  God.  Now,  what  violence  is  done  to  the  foul  in  all 
this  ?  It  is  nothing  elfc  but  a  reftoring  the  foul,  in  fome  mca- 
fure,  to  its  primitive  rcflitude,  when  it  dVopt  out  of  the  crea- 
ting hand,  which  cannot  but  be  mcft  agreeable  unto  the  na- 
tural powers  of  the  foul  \  and  therefore  the  bones  that  were 
broken  by  fin,  ihcy  are  made  to  rejoice, 

"  5.  The  excellency  of  this  power  appears  from  this,  that  all 
this  wcJrk  is  done  in  a  fecret,  filent,  and  myftcrious  way,  with- 
out 
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at  any  outward  noife  or  obfervation.  When  men  do  any 
mGderable  work,  particularly  when  they  make  conquefts,  xC 

*'  with  the  contufed  noife  of  the  warrior,  and  garments 
»lled  in  blood.''  When  kings  and  great  men  are  going  in 
roceflion  through  their  territories,  it  is  with  much  Qbferva- 
on,  and  the  common  cry  is,  Lo,  he  is  here,  or,  Lo,  he  is 
lere ;  but  when  God  fets  up  bis  kingdom  within  the  foul^ 
is  with  no  fudi  obfervation,  and  therefore  compared  to  th^ 
lling  of  dew,  the  fpringiiig  of  grafs  and  com,  the  growth  of 
ees  and  plants ;  the  almighty  power  of  God  is  in  every  one 
-  chefe,  but  this  power  is  executed  without  any  noife  or  din. 
ift  fo  it  is  in  the  work  of  grace  upon  the  foul ;  there  is  aa 
Lceeding  grea,t  and  mighty  power  put  forth*  but  it  operates  in 
fecret,  filent,  and  myfterious  manner,  difcernible  more  in 
s  eitede,  than  the  manner  of  its  operation :  hence  Cbrift* 
leaking  of  the  new  birth,  compares  the  operation  of  the  Spiv 
t  unto  the  indifcernible  motion  of  the  air  or  wind,  John  iii.  i\ 

The  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth,  and  thou  beared  the 
und  thereof^  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  w]bi* 
iCr  It  goeth :  fo  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit."  * 
idfyf  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  excellency  of  this  power 
at  accompanies  the  gofpcl  in  a  day  of  power,  in  the  efiefls 
ereof,  which  are  indeed  wonderful  and  furprifing,  a  few  of 
hich  I  (hall  name 

1.  Such  is  the  excellency  of  this  power*  that  thereby  a  ne^ 
eature  is' produced  atid  brought  forth  out  of  the  barren 
omb  of  nothing ;  for  creation  is  the  produ^ion  of  fome* 
ing  out  of  that  which  had  no  exigence,  which  nothing  but 
mighty  power  canefTea:  yet  by  the  difpenfation  of  the 
)fpel*treafure  this  is  effecled,  a  new  creature  is  formed,  and 
ought  into  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  awelU 
h  righteoufnefs,  £^h.  ii.  lo.  *'  We  are  bis  workmanlhip, 
eated  in  Chiilt  Jefus ;"  and  all  this  by  the  word  of  triitli^ 
imes  i.  1 8. 

2.  By  the  excellency  of  this  power,,  life  is  brought  out  of 
;ath ;  for.  the  converfion  of  a  Gnner  is  the  rcfurre£lion  of 
le  dead  foul:  £ph.  ii.  i.  <<  You  hath  he  quickened  who 
ere  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins."  When  we  go  to  preach  tbe 
)fpcl,  we  find  the  valley  of  vifion  lying  full  of  dry  bones> 
attered  about  the  devouring  mouth  of  the  grave,  and  we  are 
ady  to  put  that  qucftion,  **  Can  thcfe  dry  bontfs  live  f"  Yet 
e  Lord  fometimes  lets  us  fee  that  he  can  (hew  wonders 
nong  the  dead,  for,  by  the  voice  of  Chrill  in  the  gofpel^ 
ad  finners  are  made  alive,  John  v.  25.  If  he  but  fay  to  a 
ad  foul,  as  he  did  to  Lazarus^  *<  Come  forth  out  of  thv 

grave/* 
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grave,"  ImmedUtf  ly  the  firft  rcfurrc£lion  is  accompUffid,  uii 
fo  the  fccond  death  ftiall  have  no  power  orer  that  fouL 

3.  By  thU  power  of  God  in  the  gofpct,  Hght  isbroofbtij: 
of  darkncf^.    Tlie  mhid  of  man  by  nature  is  not  onlf  d^r^ 
but  darknefe  :  "  Once  vircre  ye  darknefs^  but  now  arc  ye  1 1^    n 
in  the  Lord.'*    As,  in  the  old  creation ,  dwknefs  w»s  upon  the 
face  of  the  derp  5  fo  is  the  darknefs  of  ignorance,  ^Md, 
€UOTt  and  prejudice,  upon  the  face  of  the  foul:  but  wto 
God  fays,  "  Let  there  be  light,'*  immediately  the  %htofi^    B 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  JdiiiCbfift   If 
tranflatea  the  foul  from  darknefs  unto  %  maiTelloai  1i^ 
a  Cor.  iv,  6, 

4.  Such  is  the  excellency  of  this  power,  tbat  thereby b«a** 
tj  and  order  is  brought  out  of  deformity  and  confufion,  111* 
silready  hinted  :  *■  Though  ye  have  Iain  among  the  potti 
fliall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  n!Ter,and 
feathers  with  yellow  gold/' 

5.  By  this  power  of  Cod  in  the  f^ofpcl,  a  new  lensplc  aci 
liabitation  i&  reared  out  of  the  dark  quarry  of  natuiCi  aa* 
floneg  raifed  up  to  be  children  of  Abraham,  Eplu  u,  ult.  **i^ 
arc  hullt  up  an  habitation  of  Cod  througli  the  Spinr-" 

Not  to  multiply  p^iTticuiars ;  by  this  power  of  Godifiti' 
gofpcl,  the  enniiy  of  the  bf  art  a|»^in[l  God  is  flain,  an^  i^ 
tinner  is  fo  far  reconciled  unto  God,  that  he  is  made  to  lort 
the  Lord  his  God,  witli  all  his  heart,  foul,  ftrength,  and  n\H 
By  thi^  almighty  power,  it.c  prodigal  that  was  in  a  fir  coun- 
try, feeding  upon  Jmfks  with  the  fwinc,  is  brought  homcta 
his  Father's  houfc,  and  rtMnflatcd  in  all  the  privileges  of  cfcil- 
drcn.  By  the  power  of  God  accompanying  the  gofpcl,  ik 
poor  man,  that  was  opprefH^d  with  paverty,  is  taken  out  of  tl>5 
dunghil),  and  f^ft  among  princes,  and  made  an  heir  of  Goilj 
and  a  joint-lit  ir  with  Chrill.  Ifie  llrong  man  is  bour.dbyi 
ftrongcr  than  he,  and  fpoitcd  of  his  goods ;  the  flrong  hcldsoi 
Satan  are  pulled  down,  the  high  imaginations  of  the  hca^> 
that  exalt  thcmfelves  againft  the  knowledge  of  God,  aic  le- 
velled, and  every  thought  brought  into  captivity  unto  the  obe- 
dience of  Chrift  -,  the  lawful  captive  is  delivered,  and  theprcj 
ta'ivcn  from  the  terrible.  Thus  1  have  given  you  a  little  glimpi<^ 
of  the  excellency  of  the  power  of  God  accompanying  tncgof* 
pet,  from  its  properties  and  e/lc6^s. 

IV.  T\\t  fourth  tiling  in  the  method  was,  to  fliew  how  the 
excellency  of  this  pow  cr  comes  to  be  difplayed,  by  the  con- 
veyance of  the  gofpcl -treafure  ir^earthen  vtfiels.  In  anf^ycn 
I  Ihail  not  dwcrll  upon  this;  only  it  is  to  be  obferved,  thiiit 
is  God's  ordinary  way  to  exert  bis  almighty  power  in  the  ac« 

compiiihmcct 
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rplifliment  of  his  greateft  works,  byaieans  which  the  ta- 
al  world  wouhd  think  ihould  prove  Utterly  inefFrAaal. 
en  the  great  fabric  of  heaven  and  earth  are  brouglit  into 
ig,  it  is  done  with  a  fimple  word»  ^<  By  the  word  of  the 
d  were  the  heavens  made  ;  and  all  the  hod  of  therm  by  the 
tth  of  his  mouth."     When  the  pride  of  Pharaoh  and  the 
tigth  of  Egypt  is  to  be  broken,  when  Ifrael  is  to  be  brought 
of  bondage,  and  the  Red  fea  divided,  it  is  effected  by  the 
tchxng  out  of  the  rod  of  God  in  the  hand  of  Mofes.  When 
ilrong  walls  of  Jericho  are  to  be  brought  down,  it  ihall 
be  done  by  engines  of  war,  fuch  as  battering  rams,  but  by 
Gmple  founding  of  ratns  horns,  ahd  a  ihout  n'om  the  cam{» 
frael.    When  the  ho(t  of  the  Midianitifh  army  is  to  be  dif- 
lilted,  God  will  not  have  it  done  by  thirty  thoufand,  but 
^ill  have  thefe  reduced  to  three  hundred  ;  ahd  that  three 
Ldred  fhall  hot  draw  a  fword,  but  only  blow  their  trumpets, 
tk  their  pitchers,  and  hold  their  lamps  in  their  hands,  cry- 
\   *•  The  fword  of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon  f  arid  there- 
in the  Midianitilh  army  is  made  to  melt  away,  and  every 
3  made  to  (heath  his  fword  ih  his  hcighbour's  bowels.  Whac 
;  the  plot  of  Heaven  in  making  fuch  infignificant  contemp* 
e  means  to  produce  fuch  glondus  cffcdts  i  The  plain  rea- 
ls, that  his  own  arm  and  power  m!ght  be  the  more  con-r 
:uou  ;  and  that  Ifrael  might  know  that  it  was  not  their 
n  bow  or  fword  that  f rived  tnem,  but  God's  ri^ht  hand  and 
holy  arm  that  gave  them  the  victory.     In  like  manner, 
en  God  is  to  fet  up  the  kingdom  of  the  Meifiah  in  the 
rid,  and  to  overthrow  Satan's  kingdom  of  darkncfs,  he 
Fes  by   the  plodding  politicians,  the  leatned  philofophers, 
1  elegant  orators  of  the  world,  and  pitches  upon  twelve  poor 
icrmen,   wno  hdd  ho  other  language  than  their   mother 
igue,  no  other  education  but  the  making  and  mending  of 
ux  nets;  and,  in  endowing  them  with  power  front  on  high, 
icreby  they  were  made  capable  of  propagating  the  gofpel  in 
the  languages  of  the  known  World,  and  the  working  all 
mner  of  miracles  for  the  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  their 
ctnnc,    Whereby  Satan's  kingdom  was  made  to  fall  like 
htning  from  heaven ;    the  idolatries  oi  the   nations,    in 
lich  they  had  been  rooted  for  many  ages  and  generations^ 
c  devil  s  oracles  amongll  them  are  filenced ;  the  Mofaical 
onomy,  which  had  been  of  divine  authority,  is  unhinged ; 
s  Roman  empire,  the  power  of  wKich  had  been  employed 
extirpate  Chriilianity,  is  made  to  yield  unto  the  fccptrc  of 
:ruLitied  Jcfus.     in  like  manner,  when  God  is  to  fct  up  hia 
igdoni  in  the  heart,  he  will  do  it  by  earthen  veflels,  fraught- 
with  the  trcafurc  of  gofnel  truth  and  grace.     Now,  what 
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nought  tl\ii»^s  that  arc.  J  he  clt:%n  of  ali  thifi 
flclh  lliouid  glory  in  his  prefence,  but  that  he 
may  glory  in  the  Loid  alone."  And  fb  much 
the  iiluftrat&ot)  of  the  text  and  de£lrin<.  I  pro 
The  jtpplktition.  And  I  fliaii  ^ndeainour  to  i 
9ppUciition  I  iBtend  at  tbii  time,  in  a  few  iofex 
Jnf.  ]i.  Sc<  l^cfice  what  an  csocUenc  and  'Cai 
the  ^ofpel  is,  when  rroeiv^d  ia^  way  of  heltetij 
furtf  a^d  the  bed  treafure  ever  a  j>eopIe  wen 
thry  ;^re  icxieed  a  bkflcd  people  ti>»t  Icnow  Qoi 
ivayandcnaoner. 

Here  it  loay  be  ftflced,  Wherein  lies  the  «xi 
goTpd-CreaCure  ?  This  was  cleaned  in  the  do£h 
to  what  Wjis  fak},  I  ihall  add, 

ifif  It  is  a  cdcHial  and  heavenly  treaAne ;  it 
*'  ^oodand  perf eft.  gifts  tbat  oome^iown  bom  a 
Fsther  of  lightji,  with  wJ1u>ib  is  no  variablenefi^  j 
of  turning."  lHht  law  is  a  thing  known,  in  a  grc 
th]e  JUght  pf  najtUFC ;  but  the  go^el  is  a  tiling  « 
tura],  both  as  to  the  ebje£live  aud  fubje£ltve  re 
%diyy  It  is  a  fpiritual  and  foul^fatisfying  trea 
how  valuable  iziuft  that  treafure  be,  that  enit 
and  brings  it  to  hfe  and  immortality !  Let  a  m 
of  jail  the  riches  of  the  Eail  and  Weit  Indies,  ) 
deftitute  or  ignorant  of  the  gofpeUtreafure,  Lac 
<er  may  be  affixed  to  him,  "  wretched,  miferal 
blind,  acd  naked." 

r{ills^  ^  I't'  jT'>n'<^l  treafure  the  more  that  a  mar 
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\  gofpcI-tTeafure  than  he  ?  and  yet,  fayd  he,  Eph,  iiL  8. 
to  m^j  who  am  lefs  ohan  the  lead  of  all  faiiHs^  is  (hia 
given,  that  E  (hould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  an- 
table  riches  of  Chrift." 

ly^  Though  it  be  a  humbling,  yet  it  is  really  a  foul  eh- 
ig  treafare;  The  man  by  having  the  gofpel-trea(<W€  hid 
heart,  it  Kfts  him  from  among  the  common  lay  of  man- 
and  fets  him  among  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth ;  it 
im  among  princes^  and  among  the  heirs  of  the  kingdom 
iTen ;  it  endows  the  man  with  a  princely  fpicit,  ittfomuch 
le  looks  with  contempt  upon  tins  dunghill*  world,  and  his 
ions  are  fet  a  flight  after  things  that  are  above,  where 
t  is  at  the  right-hand  of  God.  **  We  look  not  at  the  things 
I  are  feen,  but  at  the  things  whrdb  are  not  feen  :  for  the 
I  which  are  feen  are  temporal ;  hut  the  things  which  ar^ 
rcn,  arc  eternal." 

/y,  As  was  above  hinted,  the  gofpel-treaftire  is  dusabic, 
igy  and  everlai^ng ;  it  goes  along  with  a  man,,  through 
,  which  twins  him  of  all  his  other  worldly  treatures  t 
xlix.  16. 17.  <*  Be  not  thou,  afraid  when  one  is  made  rich, 
the  glory  of  his  houfe  is  increafed.  For  when  he  dieth, 
ill  carry  nothing  away  :  his  glory  (hdiU  not  defcead  after 
But  the  gofpel  treafure  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  fo 
'ecured,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  things  prefeut, 
lings  to  come,  (hall  ever  be  able  to  fpoil  him  of  it,  Rom. 
t  the  clofe. 

til  then,  Sirs,  if  the  gofpel  be  fuch  a  valuable  treafure^ 
ic  Lord's  f^ke,  itudy  to  fecure  it,  that  your  fouls  may  be 
icd  for  ever,  ^fft*  How  Ihall  we  ftcure  it  ?  Anfw.  It 
faith's  fetting  to  the  fcal  unto  the  record  of  God  con- 
ig  his  Son  Jefus  Chriih  ^eft.  What  is  the  record  of 
*  See  this  anfwered,  i  John  v.  1 1.  *'  This  is  the  record 
»d,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  (fmners  of  mankind)  cter- 
fc,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son  ;  and  he  that  hath  the  Son, 
life."  That  moment  a  man  fets  to  his  feal  to  this  record 
)d,  as  a  faithful  fayingr,  and  worthy  of  all  accept:ttion,  he 
ured  of  all  the  riches  of  Chrid,  which  are  unfcarchable. 
\  2.  fiath  God  put  this  treafure  into  earthen  veflels,  as 
Icrs  of  the  gofpel  are  here  called  ?  then  fee  hence  how 
ly  of  reception  and  entertainment  a  faithful  minidcr  of 
ofpel  is  :  why,  aItho\igh  he  be  but  an  earthen  vefl'cl,  yet 
ing8  a  glorious  treafure  along  with  him  unto  the  people 
lom  he  is  fent.  Solomon  tells  us,  that  **  a  man's  gift 
s  room  for  him^"  much  more  he  that  brings  a  treafuie 
fts.  That  minifter  who  brings  Chrill,  and  all  the  trea- 
of  heaven  along  widi  him,  is  worthy  of  all  reception,  ac- 

cordiiii; 
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corilinf:  to  tliat,  Rom.  x.  1 5.  "  How  beautifal  arc  the  fcct  of 
them  that  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings 
of  ^ood  things  I"  Although  minifters  be  fpoke  of  by  this  di« 
minutive  charafier  of  earthen  veffcls,  yet  there  arc  feTcral 
great  and  honour:ible  titles  and  defignations  given  them  in 
fcripture,  which  plainly  (hew  the  reception  that  they  arc  wor- 
thy of.  Every  font  minifter  of  Chrift,  is  •^  the  meflen^  of 
the  Lord  of  hofts,"  Mai.  ii.  7.  A  meflcngef  fent  from  the 
Lord  of  all  the  hofts  of  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  ought  to  be 
entertained,  and  it  if  dangerous  to  maltreat  him.  Mioilien 
are  called  the  ambafiadors  of  Chriit,  2  Cor.  v.  ao.  *^  Now,  then» 
-we  are  ambafladors  for  Chrift,  as  though  God  did  befeech  you 
by  us :  we  pray  you  in  Qirift's  (lead,  be  ye  reconciled  to 
God."  Miniflers  of  the  gofpel  are  called  ambafladors,  widi 
allufion  to  the  practice  of  princes,  who  fent  their  ambafladors 
into  foreign  courts  ;  and  the  ambaiTador  reprefents  the  per- 
fon  of  the  king  that  fent  him ;  and  if  any  injury  be  done  to 
the  ambaflador,  it  is  reckoned  a  diflionour  done  to  his  great 
mailer.  The  ambafladors  of  kings,  they  are  fent  unto  foreign 
courts,  to  negociate  the  affairs  of  peace,  of  trade,  or  of  mar^ 
riage ;  and  in  all  thcfe  refpe£ls  minifters  are  ambafladors  from 
the  high  court  of  heaven.     For, 

I/?,  They  are  fent  to  negociate  a  peace  between  God  and 
man. '  They  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace  ;  they  have  the  word 
of  reconciliation  committed  to  them,  ''  As  though  God  did 
befeech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  to  be  reconciled  to  him."  We 
come  to  cad  out  the  white  flag  of  peace  from  heaven,  to  a 
company  of  rebels,  and  to  afliire  you,  upon  the  oath  of  God 
that  fent  us,  that  he  hath  no  pleafure  in  your  death,  but  ra« 
thcr  that  you  turn  to  him  and  live  ;  and  therefore  we  cry  to 
you,  **  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why  will  ye  die  ?"    We  come 
with  the  olive  branch  in  our  mouths,  to  let  you  know  that  the 
deluge  of  God's  wr?.th,  that  was  breaking  out  againlt  all  man- 
kind, is  fubfidcd,  and  tli.it  his  anger  is  turned  away,  through 
the  death  and  fatisfa^ion  of  his  eternal  Son  ;  and  thercforft 
he  who  hath  created  our  lips,  hath  ordained  us  to  cry,  •*  Peace, 
peace  to  them  that  arc  afar  off."     For  this  very  end,  the  mi* 
tiillry  of  reconciliation  is  committed  to  us,  viz.  **  That  God 
was  in  Chrifl,  rcconciiinp  the  world  unto  himfclf,  not  impu- 
ting their  trclpaflc'S  unto  them  •/'  altliou^h,  alas  1   we  that  arc 
the  amb^tfladors  of  peace,  may  apply  that  word  with  rcfpcd 
to  the  generality  of  our  h-art-rb,  II.  xxxiii.  7.  "  The  ambaffa- 
dors  of  peace  weep  bitterly."     And  why  do  they  weep,  but 
bccaufe  their  Mailer's  oftlrs  of  pc:ace  are  rejected,  and  the 
ambafladors  of  peace  are  maltreated  ?  On  this  <iccount  we  foU 
!\3w  the  example  of  Chrift  with  refpeft  unto  Jerufalem ;  whca 

he 


G^feLtnafure  in  Earthen  Veffefs.  551 

bride  from  the  match,  that  all  moral  fuafion  prores  ut* 
Loefi^ual,  therefore  the  Bridegroom  comes  in  a  day  of 
r,  and  by  manifefting  himfelf  to  her,  in  the  glory  of  his 
1  and  mediation,  and  by  touching  the  iron  fmew  of  her 
late  will  with  the  rod  of  bis  ftrength,  makes  her  willing 
r  dajT  of  bis  power,  and  thus  ^ains  the  coofent  of  the 
;  upon  which  (he  cries  out,  1  am  the  Lord's,  and  will  be 
I  by  his  name  :  Hof.  ii.  16.  **  Thou  ftuh  call  me  libi, 
iialt  call  me  no  more  Baali." 

kus  you  fee  that  faithful  minifters,  howerer  they  be  clay 
s^  yet  they  are  ambafiWdors  from  heaven,  to  carry  on  <i 
',  an  advantageous  trade,  and  an  honourable  match  with 
ling's  Son*  And  doth  it  not  follow  from  all  this,  that  a 
ill  minifter  of  Chrift  is  worthy  of  all  reception  and  enter- 
lent. 

C  3*  See  from  this  dodrine,  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  a 
many  profefled  ChriHians  and  gofpel- hearers,  who  pre- 
imber  and  tra(h  unto  the  precious  treafure  of  the  gofpel, 
r  and  fully  oiFered  unto  them. 

me  prefer  their  worldly  wealth,  profits,  pleafures,  and 
art  of  this  life,  to  all  die  profits,  pleafures,  and  honours 
igioo  and  true  godlinefs.  Tl^  cry  of  the  generality  is, 
bo  will  (hew  us  any  of  this  world's  good  ?  what  fhall  we 
what  (hall  we  drink  ?  wherewithal  ihill  we  be  clothed  ?" 
&  for  the  eternal  treafures  of  the  gofpel,  they  have  no  re- 
to  them,  they  care  for  none  of  thefe  things.  I  have 
n  fome  in  this  place,  who  fome  years  ago  had  a  promifini; 
irance  of  religion,  and  feemed  to  run  well,  but  plunging 
felves  in  the  mire  of  worldly  affairs,  and  grafpmg  after 
rbes  of  this  world,  have  ever  fince  run  backward  in  reli« 
inilead  of  going  forward  ;  fo  that  we  may  fay  of  them  as 
did  of  Demas,  ^*  He  hath  forfaken  me,  having  loved  this 
nt  world  j"  and  in  fuch  is  fulfilled  that  word  of  the  apoftle^ 
n.  vi.  9.  10.  "  But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  temp- 
1,  and  a  fnare,  and  into  many  foolifli  and  hurtful  lufts, 
ti  drown  men  in  deftrudtion  and  perdition.  For  the  love 
>iiey  is  the  root  of  all  evil;  which,  while  fome  coveted  af«  ' 
iiey  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themfdves 
igh  with  many  forrows." 

Qie  again  (and  very  commonly  it  is  fo  with  thefe  of 
n  I  fpokc  lad),  they  prefer  a  jingle  of  words,  a  flouriOi 
athen  morality,  unto  the  gofpel  of  Chriil  \  they  choofc 
r  to  have  thtir  ears  tickled  with  the  words  of  men's  wif- 
tban  to  have  their  hearts  touched,  and  their  fouls  fed  and 
(bed,  with  the  plain  and  fimple  truths  of  the  everla(Ht^ 

gofpel. 
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'^r(>el.     They  x\\.\x  arc  of  this  fpirit,  they  pl^itnlf  declare  1 
their  palate  is  vitiate  with  fomc  dreadful  fouNiftemper  { 
othcT^  their  uadcrtlancitngs  arc  darlccncHj  and  ihcit  affcclMf 
taken  up  with  (bme  other  ihmg  than  precious  Chriit,  aiiiii 

unfeatchable  riches.  And  1  may  fay  of  faeh  mim^Aii^ 
tcruin  their  hearers  with  the  Bouriihcs  of  rhetoric  and  u 
harangues,  inftead  of  preaching  Chtift>  and  the  fupera* 
myflerics  of  Chriftianity,  whatcTer  be  their  char^^Ser  laio! 
their  votaries,  iht:y  arc  ministers  of  Satan,  traui^forniiiig  fk*»1 
felves  into  miniftcra  of  Chrift,  and  that  awful  word  u  butfflftj 
applicable  to  thrm  and  their  abettors,  Matth,  xy-  14.  *'^j 
are  blind  guides  %  and  if  the  blind  lead  the  blind,  both  Okil| 
fall  into  the  ditch/'  ] 

Mttch  of  a  km  with  thefc,  are  they  who  fet  a  great  value  op  I 
on  their  own  righteoufnefs  by  the  law,  preferring  the  fmf  I 
unto  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriftj  m&A 
atl  the  f  iches  and  treafures  of  the  gofpeK  Many  gofpcl  he* 
erSj  they  are  marritd  unto  the  law  as  an  hufband,  and  «4 
the  Jewi,  go  about  to  ellibliih  their  own  rightcouftiefSt  afld 
will  no:  fubmit  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  Ood,  Some,  pet- 
hapSi  may  have  very  orthodox  heads,  while  yet  they  have  kgJ 
he-irts  i  and  thus  thty  fe<^k  ri^hceoufnefSj  not  diretliy,  **  ^ 
as  ic  were  by  the  work:s  of  the  law,"  Rom,  ix,  32.  Thc?wert 
ncTer  re  ally  **  de^id  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrill,  thatthcf 
mij^ht  be  marritd  to  a  btfttt^r  Huiband,  even  to  liim  who  li 
raitcJ  ironi  the  dt-^d  :"  and  therefore  tan  never  bring  fi>Ttil 
fruit  aeceptable  to  God :  but  Ephraiin's  ehara<^er  is  applica&k 
to  them,  **  They  are  empty  vint:^,  bnn^ing  forth  frait  iifll3 
themfeSves/' 

Now,  of  ail  fuch  I  may  fjy,  at)  Chrift  fays  of  felf*conccited 
Laodicea,  who  imagined  herfcif  to  be  rich  and  incre-ifed  witfc 
goods,  a:id  that  i\\c  Ituod  in  need  of  nothing,   thar^  in  reaiifTi 
they  Axc  but  "  wrttchvd,  ,md  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blifldi 
und   naked :"  you  AXt  feeding  upon   aihes  ;  a   deceived  htift 
hath  turiied  you  afulc,  that  you  cannot  deliver  your  fod,  o« 
fay.  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  t   But  what  a  mclJUi- 
«:hoIy  pafs  will  you  be  found  into,  when  you  ihail  be  laidlB^ 
weighed  in  God's  b-ilanccSj  and  that  awful  hand- wti ting cwf** 
fonti  a^auiil  you,  **  iMene,  Ii^kcl,  Ihou  art  wei^hcti  va.^ 
baliinceit,  and  an  tound  wanting  T'  And  therefore  obfcrveho* 
Gad  expoUuliiEc:^  with  you,  bcicaufe  of  your  lolly  in  prefctn^ 
your  uwn  cuuntcts  uino  the  gofpel  jt^old  and  rreafurc,  if.  H«2.  | 
**  Whtrctore  i\ii  ye  Jpcnd  your  money    for  itiat  whii^h  is  Dtft 
bre-id  ^  AwA  your  bbuur  for  that  wiuclj  Utisficth  not  V^   h^ 
frtc  how   he  appeais  unto  the  very  heaven**  to  bear  tetlifl^C'' 
uy  fcr  him  B'^'.::iit  your  madi):f^i  Jen  U.  ]2.  13,  **  Be  »fto* 
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id|  O  ye  heaTcnSy  at  this,  and  be  horribly  afraid ;  be  ye 
dcfolate)  faith  the  Lord.  For  my  people  have  committed 
great  evils :  they  have  forfaken  me  the  fountain  of  living 
rS}  and  hewed  them  out  ciftcrns,  broken  cifternsy  that  can 
no  water.** 

/.  4*  Are  miniftcrs.  of  the  gofpel  earthen  vcffcis,  whereby 
rofpel-treafure  is  conveyed  to  God's  family?  This  ferves  to 
rm  us, 

^,  Of  the  wonderful  and  amazing  condcfcenfion  of  God 
irds  poor  finne:r8  of  Adam's  family  \  it  is  out  of  pity  to  U8» 
he  conveys  the  treafure  in  earthen  vefiels  of  the  like  mould 
yourfelves...  When  God  fpake  immediately,  or  by  the 
dry  of  angels,  at  Mount  Sinai,  unto  Ifrael,  the  whole 
)  fell  a-treml)ling,  and  fo  terrible  was  the  fight,  that  Mo« 
imfelf  faid,  <<  I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake/'  Heb.  xii. 
-a I.  The  apoftle  Johuy  Rev.  xxii.  8.  9.  when  he  had  a 
ige  delivered  to  him  by  an  angel  of  heaven,  he  was  ready  to 
nto  idolatry,  or  angel-worftiipi  until  the  angel  fald  to  him, 
e  thou  do  it  not ;  for  I  am  thy  fellow-fervant,  and  of  thy 
iren  the  prophets,  and  of  them  which  keep  the  fayings  of 
book ;  worlhip  God."  Thus  you  frc,  that  when  God  con- 
the  gofpel  of  his  grace  unto  you  by  earthen  vefTels,  he 
:by  fuits  himfelf  unto  the  weaknefs  and  imbecility  of  man 
8  fallen  eftate. 

Hy^  See  hence  that  death  is  in  the  marriage  knot  between 
fters  and  their  people,  as  well  as  between  huiband  and 
When  a  people  get  a  minider  from  the  Lord,  they  arc 
jf  their  account  with  the  want  of  him  iu  God's  appointed 
»  the  earthen  vefTel  mud  return  again  unto  the  earth ; 
our  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  and  the  prophets,  do  they 
"or  ever  ?  But  though  your  faithful  minilicrs  die,  yet  their 
s  do  not  die  with  them  ;  no,  *'  the  word  of  the  Lord  en- 
th  for  ever;*'  it  takes  fait  hold  of  you,  as  it  did  of  your 
rs,  and  will  go  either  to  heaven  or  hell  with  you,  it  will 
r  be  *'  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  or  the  favour  of  death 
death." 

/y,  See  alfo  that  the  miniftcrs  of  Chrift  are  but  tender 
,  and  had  need  to  be  tenderly  handled ;  for  an  earthen 
I  is  foon  ftaved,  and  broken  into  (liells,  and  then  it  is  of 
tore  ufe.  Your  miniflers  are  men  of  like  paflions  and  in- 
ties  of  body  and  mind  like  yourfelves,  and  (land  much  in 
of  your  fympathy,  efpecially  confidering  that  the  ftrength 
ttle  from  hell  and  earth  is  againft  them.  What  daihing 
larfh  treatment  fomc  of  thefe  earthen  veflels  have  met 
in  Stirling,  is  pretty  well  known ;  fome  of  them  have 
L'L.  IIL  ^  A  becu 
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his  life,  "  Father,  forgive  ihem,  for  they  knotx 
'^o  i*'  and  with  the  proto-martyr  Stephen,  w 
Aoning  hifti  to  death,  and  when  he  was  going  < 
eternity,  **  Lord,  Jay  not  this  fin  unto  their  ch 

Iftf,  5.  See  from  this  text  anddoAriney  w 
(  I.)  an  able,  and,  ("2.)  a  fuccefsful  minifter  cA 

As  to  Hitjirfl^  the  apoftle  fays  of  himfcif,  a 
in  the  fame  office,  that  <*  God  had  made  then 
of  the  New  Teftament,'*  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  Now 
What  it  is  that  makes  a  man  an  able  minif 
Tedament  ?  The  anfwer  is,  When  he  hath  hi 
well  ftored  and  pleniflied  with  the  trcafure 
grace  and  truth  that  comes  by  Cfarift  Jcfus, 
called,  by  Chrift  himfelf,  **  a  fcribc  well  ini 
kingdom  of  God  \  he  is  like  an  houfeholder,  w 
out  of  his  treafure  things  new  and  old,"  for  th 
the  church  of  God,  Matth.  xiii.  52.  He  hath  " 
and  (Irong  meat  for  them  that  are  of  riper  age, 

2dly^  This  text  alfo  lets  us  fee  what  it  is  that 
fuccefsful  minifter  of  the  New  Teftament.  h 
ftcrs  have  h?.d  but  very  little  fuccefs,  as  we  fe 
Ifaiah,  chap.  liii.  i.  "  Who  hath  believed  oui 
chap.  xlix.  4.  '<  I  have  laboured  in  vain,  I  1 
flrength  for  nought,  and  in  vain  ;  for  Ifrael  is 

and  Chrift  hlmf^If.  in  rh^  H^vc  nf  hi<;  hnmilinri 
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1^  cr  ApoUos,  jea  Chrift  himlelf  iq  the  fleih,  to  preach  to 
»  all  vonld  not  do  without  the  power  of  God  comin|( 
igt  aod  ihcicforc,  it  higblf  coooerns  fuch;  who  regard 
edificarion  and  (alvation  of  their  own  foul,  to  be  mudi  at 
9«oe  of  grace,  pleading  earneftlj  with  the  Lord»  that  he 
%  whom  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  know- 
l^^  mzj  not  onlf  fill  the  earthen  vcfiel  with  the  treafure 
bie  gofpel,  but  that  the  gofpcl  maj  **  come  to  them,  not 
^«cd  onljr,  but  alfo  in  power,  aod  in  the  H0I7  Ghoft;  for 
Weapons  of  our  warfare  arc  mighty  only  through  God  to 
pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds,**  2  Cor.  z.  4.  5. 
lie  bafi  inference  I  draw  from  this  text  and  doArine,  lA 
%  Hence  we  majr  fee  the  nature  of  that  work  we  are  juft 
'  to  go  about.  What  is  the  ordination  of  a  minlfter,  hut 
the  confecration  or  dedication  of  an  earthen  veflel,  to  the 
ice  of  the  church  of  ChriR,  which  is  the  houfe  of  the 
ig  God,  that  therein)  or  thereby,  the  trcafure  of  the  gofpcl 
r  be  conveyed  unto  the  whole  family  ?  which  dedication, 
Mrding  to  fcHpture  warrant,  is  to  be  done  by  "  fading  and 
rer,  and  the  laying  on  of  die  hands  of  the  preftytery/' 
s  xvf.  23.  compared  with  \  Tim.  iv.  14.;  which  workwc 
I  now  proceed  to,  referring  the  further  application  of  this 
:rine  to  fome  other  occaGon. 

lie  prccediog  Sermon  was  preached  tt  the  OrdiDxtion  of  Mr  Jam  kh 
CINE  as  one  of  the  Aflbciatc  Mintfters  of  the  Oofpcl  at  Stirling, 
Janiufy,  1751.] 


:HE  CHARACTER  OF  A  FAITHFUL  MINISTER  OP 
CHRIST. 

ERMON,  preached  immediately  after  the  fbrefaid  Ordination,  by 
MEs  Fisher,  Miniilcr  of  the  Gofpel  ia  the  AObciatc  Congrcga- 
m  at  Glafgow. 


.  i.  y,       ■    If  Epaphras-^who  it  for  you  a  faithful  mi^^ 
nifter  of  Chrift. 

tends  much  to  the  intereft  of  religion,  that  people  love 
and  eftccm  their  paftors,  and  entertain  honourable  fenti- 
its  of  them  5  for,  if  once  a  minifter  comes  to  be  defpifcd 
lis  flock,  bis  ufefulnefs  among  them  is  overj  and  his  doc- 
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trifle,  however  agreeable  to  the  form  of  found  words,  will 
be  edifying  to  them  :  it  is  therefore  the  apoftlc's  defip>,i) 
words  of  our  reBding^  to  ruUivate  the  regard  of  t^eCftlw 
to  EpaphraSj  their  ordioary  pa!lof,  bj  giving  him  tbe  jofti 
mendatioii  and  favourable  character  which  he  dcfrmJ 
jff  have  harmd  of  Epaphrai  our  dear  /dloW'firveiK^%  ■ 
fir  ynu  a  faithful  mmifitr  of  Chrif. 

Piifling  that  part  of  the  chara^cr  of  Epaphms,  wliid 
fpcfls  his  relation  to  the  apoftle^  as  a  dear  ft  Hove  fcr^stt 
the  branch  of  the  verfe  which  we  have  read,  as  ihe  fubj 
difconrfc,  namely^  Who  is  for  you  a  faithful  minifler  tfi 
yoo  have  a  threefold  com  men  da  t  ton  of  him*  i.  Froml 
ficc  or  callings  a  minijltr  of  Chrifl^  i<  From  his  fidc!ilj 
difchargc  of  that  office,  a  faithful  miuifler  of  Chrift,  3* 
the  ftope  and  end  of  hia  miniftry  among  the  ColoffiarJ, 
for  you,  that  is,  for  your 'good,  for  your  falvatlon.  13 
figa  of  the  whole  of  this  commendaiion  is,  that  the  Culi 
might  honour  and  efteem  Epaphras  for  his  work's  fakcj  1 
we  take  up  the  fcope  of  the  words  in  the  following 

DocT.  *'  That  faithful  miniflers  of  Chrift,  who  aim 
edification  and  falvatlon  of  the  people  among  whon 
labour  in  the  work  of  tlie  miniftry,  ought  to  be  hor 
and  eftcemed  by  them."  i  Theft',  v.  12.  13.  "  ^V 
feech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which  labour  : 
you,  and  arc  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonifli 
and  to  efteem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  v 
fake.'' 

In  difcourfing  on  this  fubje6l,  we  fliall  efl'ay, 

I.  To  inquire  into  the  fcript  11  re- account  of  the  charafl 
duty  of  a  faithful  minifter  of  Clirift. 

II.  Give  the  reafons  why  fuch  minifters  ought  to  I 
noured  and  efteemed  by  the  people  among  whom  tb 
tour. 

III.  Deduce  a  few  inferences  for  application^ 

I.  The  ;fr/?  thing  is,  to  inquire  into  the  fcripture-acc( 
the  chara6ler  and  duty  of  a  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift. 

I.  He  is  one  who  fpeaks  the  things  whicli  become 
iloftrine,  as  tlie  apoftle  exhorts  Titus,  chap.  ii.  i.  "  But 
thou  the  tliings  whijch  become  fouud  dodrine.''  That  d 
3?  found,  w}»ich  is  a  link  of  tliat  chain  of  truth,  reve 
the  holy  fcripturcs  ;  for  there  is  fuch  a  clofe  concatena 
linking  together  of  the  truths  of  God,  and  fuch  a  be 

ha 
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lunnonj  among  them  all,  that  do  error  whatfoever  can  at  any 
rate  be  foldered  with  them,  any  more  than  clay  can  be  incor« 
porated  with  gold.  We  fpeak  then  the  words  which  become 
found  doftrine,  when  we  make  all  the  divine  perfedious  to  har« 
monize  in  the  contrivance  of  our  redemption,  when  we  give 
nnto  Chrifl  in  all  things  the  pre-eminence,  and  when  we  lay 
the  pride  of  finful  men  in  the  duA.  And  in  order  to  our  thus 
fpeaking  the  things  which  become  found  dodrine,  it  is  necef- 
iuy  that  we  be  well  acquainted  with  the  holy  fcriptures,  with 
approven  fyftems  of  divinity,  sjnd  particularly  with  our  owa 
ftandards,  our  excellent  Confeflion  of  Faith,  aud  catechifms, 
which  may  well  be  called  forms  of  found  words. 

2.  A  faithful  minifter  of  Clif  ill  is  one,  who  is  fet  for  the  de- 
fence of  thegofpel,  as  Paul  was,  Phil.  i.  17.  "  I  am  fet  (£ays 
he)  for  the  defence  of  the  gofpel."  There  is  nothing  more 
warmly  inculcat^Jin  fcripture,  than  the  defence  of  gofpel-t ruth s, 
Prov.  zxiii.  23.  ^'  Buy  the  truth,  and  fell  it  not.''  Phil.  i.  27. 
'*  Stand  fad  in  one  fpirit,  with  one  mind,  ftriving  together  for 
the  faith  of  the  gofpel."  Heb.  x.  23. ''  Let  us  hold  fait  the  pro- 
ieflion  of  our  faith  without  wavering."  Jude,  ver.  3.  "It  was 
needful  for  me  to  exhort  you  (fays  that.apoftle),  that  ye 
lliould  earneflly  contend  for  the  faith  which  was  once  deliver- 
ed unto  the  faints.''  And  in  order  to  the  defence  of  the  gof- 
pdy  it  is  neceflary  that  we  be  eftabliihed  in  the  prefent  truth, 
as  the  exprefTion  is,  2  Pet.  i.  I2. ;  that  is,  in  the  truths  pre- 
Cently  controverted,  or  which  are  the  prefent  fubjefl  of  debate. 
And  indeed,  it  is  mod  lamentable,  that  in  our  day  there  are 
fcarce  any  of  the  peculiar  dodrines  of  Ghriflianity,  which  arc 
not  impugned  and  called  in  queflion  by  men  of  corrupt  minds, 
and  deftitute  of  the  truth ;  fuch  as,  the  divine  authority  of  the 
(criptures  ;  the  imputation  of  Adam's  firfl  fin  to  his  poflcrlty ; 
the  univerfal  corruption  and  depravation  of  our  nature ;  the  ir- 
refiftible  power  and  elTicacy  of  the  grace  of  GocI  ;  the  diliind 
perfonality  aud  fupreme  deity  of  the  Son  and  Holy  Giiofl ; 
the  reality  of  the  incarnation  of  Chrifl,  or  his  ailiiming  a  ho- 
ly human  nature  to  his  divine  perfon ;  the  abfolute  perfcdion 
and  infinite  worth  of  his  fatisfadtion  in  our  room  ;  the  nsceiuty 
of  the  imputation  of  his  furety-rightcoufneis  for  our  juftifica- 
tion ;  the  free  eledion  of  fome  to  eternal  life ;  the  perfeverancc 
of  the  faints ;  and  the  eternity  of  hell  torments  ;  with  many 
other  important  points  which  might  be  mentioned.  Tiiere  are 
others  again,  who  profefs  to  own  all  the  above  truths,  who  yet 
fo  blend  the  law  and  the  gofpel,  that  they  make  the  covenant 
of  grace  little  better  than  another  edition  of  the  covenant  of 
works  j  confound  theiinner's  fanflificacioa  with  his  juftifica- 
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tion ;  cfy  np  the  neceffity  of  previous  good  qualifications  ill 
order  to  coming  to  Chrift  ;  and  are  for  leaning  on  fomething 
wrought  in  them,  or  done  by  them,  as  the  ground  in  lelsor  more 
of  their  acceptance  before  God.  And  with  refpeft  to  the  govexn- 
ment  of  Chrift's  houfe,  alas  !  the  generality  of  the  pre&ot  ige 
feem  to  be  agreed,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  mere  indi&rency  and 
moonihine,  whether  a  perfon  be  of  the  Epifcopaliauy  Indepen- 
dent, or  Preibyterial  way  of  thinking  about  it ;  although  it  it  the 
declared  principle  of  this  church,  founded  on  the  word  of  God, 
iblemnly  fworn  unto  and  fcalcd  by  the  blood  of  many  of  die 
Lord's  witnefles.  That  the  fpiritual  power  and  authority,  de- 
rived from  Chrift  the  alone  Head,  for  the  edification  of  his 
church,  is  lodged,  neither  in  the  hand  of  the  civil  magiftrate, 
nor  in  the  community  of  the  faithful,  as  they  call  them,  but 
in  church-officers,  minifters  and  elders  adtng  in  parity,  and 
judicatories  fubordinate  to  one  another.  Now,  we  fay,  that  a 
faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  is  fet  for  the  defence  of  the  gofpd, 
namely,  both  for  the  defence  of  gofpeUtrutb,  and  likewifeof 
the  hedge  of  government,  which  the  glorious  Head  hath  let 
about  it. 

3.  A  faithful  nunifter  of  Chrift  Is  one  who  does  not  fliun  to 
declare  to  his  hearers  all  the  counfel  of  God,  as  Paul  teftifies 
of  himfelf  to  the  elders  of  Ephefus,  Afts  xx.  27.  **  I  have  not 
flmnned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counfel  of  God."     He 
docs  not  fay  that  he  adually  declared  unto  them  all  the  coun« 
fel  of  God,  but  only  that  he  did  not  fliun  to  declare  it  all.  For 
as  wc  know  only  in  part,  and  prophecy  but  in  part,  it  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed,  that  all  the  truths  of  God,  which  are  compre^ 
bended  in  the  unfathomable* depth  of  divine  revelation,  could 
be  brought  forth  by  any,  or  even  by  all  that  ever  preached 
the  gofpel ;  for  if  the  world  itfelf  could  not  contain  the  books 
that  might  be  written  of  Chrift,  as  the  apoftle  John  affcrts, 
then  all  that  ever  were  in  the  world  (the  Son  of  God  only  ex- 
cepted) could  never  exhauft  all  that  might  be  faid,  upon  what 
\s  contained  within  the  volume  of  God's  book  ;  as  may  appear 
in  fome  mcafure,    from  the  yaft  number  of  commentaries, 
treatifcs,  and  fcrmons,  publifhed,  and  unpubliQied,  thcfe  feven- 
tecn  hundred  and  fifty  years  bygone,  befides  all  the  lefturcs 
of  the  Old  Teftament  prophets  5  and  yet  the  half  of  what 
might  been  faid  has  not  been  told.    Well,  then,  not  to  fhunto 
declare  all  the  counfel  of  God,  is  to  keep  back  no  truth  which 
we  know  from  our  hearers  ;  it  is,  to  the  utmoft  of  .our  capa- 
city and  knowledge,  to  bring  forth,  what,  we  think,  as  before 
•God,  will  be  mott  for  their  fpiritual  profiting,  in  the  proper 
feafon  of  it,  either  for  inttru«fting  the  ignorant,  awakening  the 

fecurc, 
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fecure^  ftreagthening  of  the  weak,  recovering  of  thefe  that  are 
gone  afiraj ;  or  for  comforting  the  ntoumers  in  Zion,  and 
raifing  up  thefe  that  are  bowed  down  under  fpiritual  diftrefs 
of  anj  kind ;  and  thus  iludjing  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of 
Gkxly  and  give  every  one  their  portion  of  meat  in  due  feafon^  fo 
ms  that  none  may  be  Toothed  or  flattered  in  their  tin  upon  the 
one  hand,  or  that  any  get  occafion  for  defponding  fears  on  the 
other. 

4.  A  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  is  one  that  gives  attendance 
to  reading  and  meditation  on  what  he  deliver s^  according  to 
the  apo&le*s  advice  to  Timothy,  1  epift.  iv.  13.  15.  **  Give 
attendance  to  reading  ;  meditate  upon  thefe  things ;"  that  is^ 
Audy  them  before  hand.  The  apoHle  had  advifed  him,  in  an. 
other  place,  to  ftir  up  the*  gift  that  was  in  him,  which  could 
not  be  done  without  reading  and  meditation  ;  and  if  clofe  ap« 
plication  to  fludy  was  enjoined  to  an  evangeliCk  of  uncommon 
endowments,  it  muft  be  much  more  our  duty,  now,  when  the 
extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are  ceafed,  to  digefl  into  order 
and  method  what  we  a^e  to  deliver  in  public,  and  not  to  en- 
tertain .our  people  with  that  which  colls  us  nothing. 

5.  A  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  is  one  who  feeks  to  find 
out  acceptable  words.  This  was  Solomon's  ftudy,  £ccl.  xii.  10. 
*'  The  preacher  fonght  to  find  out  acceptable  words ;"  oh  the 
margin,  words  of  delight.  We  fliould  endeavour  to  deliver 
the  truths  of  God  in  fuch  a  plain  and  eafy  manner,  as  that  the 
weak  and  ignorant  may  underfiand  them,  fliunning  all  crabbed 
and  bombailic  exprei&ons  on  the  one  hand, 'and  coarfe  and 
dumfy  ones  upon  the  other.  The  fcripture  flile  is  by  far  the 
Gmootliefl,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  moil  elegant  for  the  puU 
pit ;  and  the  more  fully  we  underfiand  any  do£lrine,  the  more 
able  will  we  be  to  deliver  it  plainly  unto  others. 

6.  A  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  is  one  who  takes  heed. to 
himfelf,  as  well  as  to  his  do6lrine,  left,  when  he  preach  Chrill 
to  others,  he  himfielf  be  a  caft-away.  It  is  given  as  one  of  the 
sharafters  and  qualifications  of  a  minifter,  that  he  be  holy^ 
I*it.  i.  8.  For  a  minifter  may  have  both  gifts  and  learning,  and 
Ukewife  fome  meafurc  of  fuccefs,  a(nd  yet  want  grace,  as  is 
plain  enough  in  thefe  who  preached  Chrift  out  of  envy  and 
ftrife,  Phil.  i.  15.  And  yet  grace  is  a  very  material  branch  of 
the  minifterial  charaAer ;  for  without  this  we  can  have  no 
experience  on  our  own  fouls  of  the  truths  wc  preach  to  others, 
nor  can  we  have  true  fympathy  with  thefe  who  arc  in  any 
fpiritual  diftrefs  :  without  grace  we  can  never  be  in  cafe  to 
fay  with  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  i.  3.  4.  "  Bleffed  be  God,  even  the 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our 

tribuladons^ 
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tribulations,  that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which  are 
in  an  J  trouble,  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  ourfclves  are 
comforted  of  Goil.  Again,  as  a  minifter  is  to  take  heed  to 
himfelf  by  inquiring  into  the  ilate  of  his  own  foul ;  fo  likewife 
he  is  to  take  heed  to  liis  outward  walk,  to  be  ''  an  example  to 
believers,  in  word,  in  converfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in 
faith,  in  purity ;"  as  the  apoftle  exhorts  Timothy,  z  epift. 
iv.  12.  Examples  fometimes  do  good,  where  precepts  are  of 
little  force.  It  were  good  for  us  who  are  minifters,  if  we 
could  fay  in  fome  meafure  with  the  apoiile,  Phil*  ir.  p. 
''  Thofe  things  which  ye  have  both  learned,  and  received,  and 
heard,  and  feen  in  me,  do."  As  we  are  to  befeech  others,  that 
they  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain,  fo  we  ihould  take 
fpccial  care  to  give  no  offence  in  arty  thing,  that  the  miniftiy 
be  not  blamed,  but  elfay  to  pradife  ourfelves  what  we  preach 
unto  others,  and  thus  in  fome  degree  make  proof  of  our  mi« 
niftry. 

7.  As  a  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  will  take  heed  to  hinu 
felf,  fo  likewife  to  the  particular  flock  over  which  the  Holy 
Ghoft  hath  made  him  an  ovcrfeer.  For,  although  every  mini- 
fter has  a  relation  to'the  church  univerfal,  yet  he  has  a  more 
fpecial  concern  in  that  particular  flock  among  wliom  he  is  called 
to  labour  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  He  is  to  be  inftant  among 
tliem,  in  feafon,  and  out  of  feafon,  fparing  no  pains  nor  labour 
in  the  difcharge  of  his  minifterial  duty,  being  glad  to  fpend  and 
be  fpent,watchingfor  their  fouls,  as  one  that  muft  give  an  account; 
for  a  faithful  minifter  ftudies  to  give  a  daily  account  of  the  ftace 
of  his  flock  to  the  Lord  Jefus :  if  tliey  are  flouiiihing  and  thri- 
ving, he  gives  an  account  of  them  in  a  way  of  rejoicing,  and 
bleffing  him  for  the  outlettings  of  his  grace  unto  them :   if 
they  are  languiHiing  or  decaying,  or  guilty  of  any  mifcar- 
riagcs,  he  gives  an  account  thereof  in  a  way  of  mourning  and 
forrowing  before  the  Lord.     In  a  word,  a  faithful  minifter 
of  Chrift  is  one  who  endeavours  fingly  to  eye  the  glory  of  his 
Lord  and  Mafter  in  all  his  miniftrations,  to  be  wholly  devcted 
to  his  fervice,  and  the  good  of  the  fouls  committed  to  his  troft; 
he  carries  his  people  upon  his  breaft  before  the  Lord,  and  has 
an  inward  heart  concern  for  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  wel- 
fare. He  is  one  who  preaches  not  himfelf,  but  Chrift  Jefus  the 
Lord,  and  who  determines  to  know  nothing  among  his  people 
but  Chrift,  and  him  crucified.    He  is  one  who  ft-es  himfelf  to 
be  an  unprofitable  ferv:int,  and  that  his  fufiiciency  Hands  only 
in  the  Lord ;  for  indeed  "  who  is  fuflicient  for  thefe  things?" 

II.  The ytro//r/ thing  propofcd  wa?,  to  give  the  reafonswhy 

faithful 
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iaithful  minifters  of  Chrift  ought  to  be  honoured  and  efleemed 
hj  the  people  among  whom  thej  labour. 

1.  They  ought  to  be  efteemed  for  the  fake  of  him  whofe 
meffiige  they  bear.  They  are  ambaliadors  for  Chrift,.  2  Cor. 
V.  20.  They  receive  their  commiffion  and  authority  from  him : 
John  XX.  21.  "As  my  father  hath  fent  me,  even  fo  fend  I 
you."  Matth.  xxviii.  18.  19.  "  All  power  is  given  unto  me 
in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  na* 
tions  : — and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always/'  AmbafTadors  have 
their  honour  and  refpedl  according  to  the  rank  of  their  mailers 
who  fend  them  ;  the  greater  the  prince  be,  the  more  ho'^our- 
able  is  his  meiTenger.  Minifters  of  the  gofpel  are  the  ambaila- 
dors  of  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  has  a  name 
given  him  above  every  name ;  and  you  cannot  defpife  the  mef« 
ienger,  if  you  honour  the  Matter  that  fends  him :  Matth.  x.  40. 
fays  Chrift,  "  He  that  receiveth  you  receiveth  me." 

2.  Faithful  minifters  of  Chrift  ought  to  be  efleemed  ior 
their  work's  fake,  or  for  the  fake  of  the  meffage  itfclf  which 
they  bear.  It  is  a  melTage  of  peace,  Rom.  x.  1 5.  "  How  beau- 
tifiJ  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and 
bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  !"  And  how  wonderful  is  it, 
that  the  God  againft  whom  we  have  finned  fliould  proclaim 
peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  towards  men  !     A  minifter's 

.  mefiage  is  a  treaty  of  marriage  with  the  King's  Sou  j  and  how 
amazing  is  it,  that  our  Maker  Ibould  be  our  Huiband,  that  he 
ikould  fay  to  fuch  guilty  rebels  as  we  are,  **  1  will  betrothe 
thee  unto  me  for  ever  I"  It  is  a  meffage  for  a  free  con)merce 
and  trade  with  heaven ;  and  furely  that  muft  be  a  gainful 
trade,  which  brings  in  the  richeft  treafure  at  no  expence;  for 
here  all  the  riches  of  heaven  are  to  be  had,  and  yet  no  money 
required  for  the  purcliafe.  If.  Iv.  j.  "  Ho,  every  one  that 
thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,*^  &c.  So  that  faithful  mi- 
nifters are  to  be  honoured,  both  on  Chrift's  account  who  fends 
them,  and  on  account  of  the  meffage  which  they  bring  from 
bim,  which,  as  it  is  a  treaty  of  peace,  marriage,  and  traffic, 
you  heard  at  large  explained  in  the  preceding  difcourfe ;  and 
dierefbre  I  infill  not  further  upon  it,  but  proceed  to  deduce  a 
few  inferences  from  what  has  been  faid. 

I.  then.  Hence  fee  that  a  gofpel  miuiftry  is  of  divine  infli- 
ction ;  Epaphras  is  here  called  a  minifler  cf  Chrijiy  which 
{dainly  fays,  that  he  had  his  cunimifriou  from  him.  That  a 
gofpel  miniftry  is  of  divine  inflitution,  is  plain  from  the  exprefs 
defignation  of  fome  to  that  cflice  by  our  Lord  Jcfus,  he  ordained 
twelve^  and  afterwards  appointed  other  feventy  aljoy  to  labour 
in  his  harveft ;  -and  though  it  fliould  be  faid,  that  thtfe  were 
Vol.  Hi.  4  B  extraordinary 
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extraordinary  officers,  yet  the  fame  glorious  Led,  ^ 
fome  to  be  apoftles,  prophets,  and  evangel  Lfts,  gave  k 
to  be  paftorsand  tcacbtri^  with  aa  cxprels  ordtt  to  *' 
tbc  word  to  faithful  mefi;  who  OiaU  be  able  to  tcac 
alfo." 

a-  Heoce  fee,  that  the  office  of  the  cniniilry  as  pti 
^fefttl  and  neoeHary.  What  Epaphras  was  to  the  C 
other  intnifler&  will,  through  grace,  he  iinto  other  < 
till  the  end  of  time  ;  hc^wa^  a  latthful  minvfler  for  tl 
is,  for  their  profit,  for  their  good.  Ordinances  are  pe 
Bcceffary  in  the  church,  aod  therefore  there  muft  he  % 
to  difpenfe  them,  as  is  evident  fram  the  promife  oi 
prefcoce  with  his  mimilers,  in  teaching  and  baptixii 
end  of  the  world.  The  ends  for  which  a  gofpel  ooinii 
pointed  are  perpetually  ncceflary ;  the  ele£t  are  to  be 
the  mouths  cf  gaictfayers  are  to  be  Hopped^  the 
to  be  edified  ^md  eilabtifhecl,  till  they  all  come  to  thi 
the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
fe£l  man,  to  the  meafurc  of  ihe  ftature  of  the  fulnets 

3.  Hence  fee  that  a  corrupt  erroneous  miniftry  is 
word  of  plagues ;  for  in  this  cafe  people  are  defl 
lack  of  knowledge.  The  apoftle  Peter  tells  us,  2  e 
that  "  there  were  falfe  prophets  among  the  people 
there  fhall  be  falfe  teachers  among  you,  who  privily  1 
in  damnable  herefies,  and  many  Ihall  follow  their  ] 
ways.'*  This  is  fadly  verified  at  this  day,  in  this  po 
and  land,  which  is  now  crammed  with  a  lax  and  coi 
niftry,  intruded  upon  the  heritage  of  God  •,  and,  alas 
ncrality  of  the  people  are,  like  Iffachar,  **  couching 
burden." 

4.  Hence  fee  that  the  removal  of  the  gofpel  is  a  fc 
ment  :   "  Wo  unto   you. (faith  God)    if  I   depart  f 
Where  there  is  no  vifion,   the  people  perifli."      A 
hearing  the  word   of  the  Lord   is  unfpeakably  wor 
famine  of  natural  bread,  Amos  viii.  11. 

5.  If  minifters  are  faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  th 
people  will  have  much  to  account  for  who  defpife  i 
i'agc,  for  they  wlio  derpife  iliem  defpife  him  that  fe 
and  *'  how  fliall  we  cfcape,  if  we  neglect  this  great  ii 

Any  fuvtiier  application  of  this  fn bjed:  fhall  be  in 
F.vhcrtiUioTi^  firlt  to  the  minifter  prefently  ordained, 
to  the  people  over  whom  he  has  tl)e  charge  ;  this  ta 
been  liid  on  nic  by  your  aged  pallor,  wl)o,  if  his  ftr 
permitted  him,  Ihould  have  done  it,  it  being  an  ufu 
of  'c^.a  ctT,in?.tion  iT-rmcn, 
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^  theoy  I  ibtll  dOGij  to  fpeak  a  word  unto  the  brother 
mAj  ordained. 
l-D.  B. 

Tott  are  now  ordained  a  ihihifter  of  Chrift,  tnA  it  it  jour 
f  and  mine  to  ftudjr  that  we  be  faithful  ones. 
•  Be  faithful,  in  the  firit  place,  to  jour  Lord  and  Maftor, 
le  mefTage  joii  bear;  fee  that  yon  keepclofe  to  the  inftruc* 
I  ^hich  he  has  given  joii  in  his  word,  that  joU  maj  be  iu 
to  faj  to  j6ur  people,  what  Paul  did  to  the  Corinthians, 
ave'  received  of  the  Lord  that  which  alfo  I  delivered  unto 
^  For  jou  ate  to  hear  the  word  at  his  moiit!),  and  to 
warning  from  bin). 

Let  thefe  jou  labour  among  fee  that  jou  are  in  earnefl 
t  your  Mafter's  bufine&,  that  your  heart  is  fo  intent  upoit 
at  nothing  will  give  Jou  fatisfa^ion,  unlefs  they  denl 
J  with  your  Mailer,  by  believing  the  gofpel  report  con- 
3g  him>  as  the  gift  of  God  for  falvation  to  all  the  ends  of 
uth. 

Let  nothing  bribe  or  fcare  you  froni  the  faithful  difcharge 
ar  ttuft ;  let  neither  the  fear  nor  favour,  frowns  or  flat- 
of  people  hinder  you  from  declaring  the  eouufel  of  God 
them.     See  if  you  can  attain  to  (ky,  in  foine  meafure,  as 
I  Their,  ii.  4. 5.  ^'  As  we  were  allowed  of  God  to  be  put 
A  with  the  gofpei,  even  fo  we  fpeak,  not  as  pleafing  men^ 
^od,  who  trieth  our  hearts.  For  neither  at  dny  time  ufed 
ttering  words,  as  ye  know,  nor  a  cloke  of  covetoufnefi^ 
is  witnefs,  nor  of  men  fought  we  glory." 
If  you  be  a  faithful  minifter  of  Ghrift,  you  mud  lay 
iccount  with  muchbppolition  in  jour  work;  you  mull  not 
ne  that  jdU  will  always  fail  before  the  wind ;  jou  will 
Krith  ilorms  from  Satan,  from  wicked  men,  and  even  per«> 
from  good  men  themfelves.     Satan  will  be  at  jottr  right 
to  difturb  jou,  both  in  jour  clofet,  and  in  the  pulpit ;  at 
me  ilriving  to  blow  jou  up  with  iel&cftimation,  and  at 
*r,  to  iink  jou  in  the  depth  of  difcouragement.    As  foe 
d  men,  the  more  faithful  jou  are,  the  more  of  their 
and  furj  will  jou  draw  upon  jourfelf.  And  even  good 
laj  have  fometimes  unreafonable  fchemes,  which  they 
:o  purftie  to  unwarrantable  heights,  and  which  if  joa 
%  as  you  ate  boimd  in  faithfulnefs  to  do,  you  may  meet 
bundance  of  refentment  from  them  likewife.    &)  that, 
are  a  faithful  miniiler,  jou  muil  laj  your  account  with 
tion  on  all  hands.     ^'  Behold  (fajs  Chrill),  I  fend  joa 
is  fheep  in  the  midft  of  wolves,"  Matth.  x.  16. 
ilemember  that  the  faithful  difcharge  of  jour  miniilry 
dR  laborious  work,  fuch  labour  as  frct^ucntly  makta 
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to  ycu,  '*  Tiiou  tl.crcfcre,  my  fon,  be  llro 
tiiat  IS  in  Chrill  jcfus."  I  hough  your  work  b 
diihcult,  yet  he  iciit!.^  none  a  warfare  upon  the 
In  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  truft  that  his  gr 
ficient  for  you,  and  that  his  flrength  ihall  be  i 
weaknefi.  Faften  therefore  upon  the  promifes  < 
for  your  fupport  and  through-bearing,  under 
**  Lo  I  am  with  you  always.  Fear  not  to  go  < 
for  I  will  go  down  with  thee,  and  I  will  alfo  fi 
up  again,"  Gen.  xlvi.  4. 

7.  Laftlyy  Next  unto  the  promifed  prcfcncc 
glorious  Head,  it  may  be  a  condderable  cncot 
you,  that  you  are  called  to  take  part  of  this  mi 
ngcd  and  experienced  fervant  of  JefusChrift,  \ 
DC  ready  to  give  you  his  beft  advice :  and  to  b 
tire  harmony,  mutual  love,  and  joint  counfels, 
much  to  llrcngthen  your  hands,  as  colleagues^ 
the  Lord's  vineyard. 
1).  B. 

T  conclude  >^hat  I  have  to  fay  to  you,  with  re] 
rhc  ndvices  the  r.poflls  gives  to  Timothy.  Well 
profane  ;ind  old  wives  fables,  and  cxercife  thy  I 
— — 1  charge  thee  (fays  the  apollle)  before  Go 
JifusChrilt,  and  the  cleft  angels,  that  thouobfe: 

wirl-iOi'-r  nTrfrrrina  r.np  h«*fnr#»  anntlipr.  dn'mrr  nr 
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patient,  in  meekaefs  inftru£ling  thofe  that  oppofe  themfeives. 
Preach  the  word,  be  inftant  in  feafon,  out  of  feafon  ;  re- 
prove, rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long-fuffcrring  and  do6trine. 
—Watch  thou  in  all  things,  endure  afflictions,  make  full 
proof  of  thy  miniftry."    And,  finally, — "  Give  thyfelf  wliolly 

to  thefe  things,  that  thy  profuing  may  appear  unto  all. 

Continue  in  them,  for,  in  doing  this,  thou  Ihalt  both  fjve  thy- 
felf and  them  that  hear  thee."  Thefe  and  feveral  other  in- 
ftrudlions,  neceifary  to  miniilers,  both  for  teaching  and  ruling 
their  flocks,  are  to  be  found  in  the  epiitles  to  I'imothy  and 
Titus,  which  you  and  I,  and  every  other  minifter,  ought  to 
be  frequently  perufing,  as  we  would  be  found  faithful  mini- 
•  ifters  of  Chrift.     I  come  now,  in  the" 

Second  place y  To  ipeak  a  word  to  you  of  this  congregation. 

My  de^r  friends.  Your  eyes  do  this  day  fee  your  teachers^ 
and  I  trud,  that  God  has,  according  to  his  promife,  given  you 
paftors^  according  to  his  heart,  who  (hall  feed  you  with  know- 
ledge and  underftanding.  You  arc  at  prefent  privileged  with 
two  of  them,  when  fome  corners  have  not  fo  much  as  one  ; 
and,  to  be  fure,  of  them  to  whom  much  is  given  much  will 
be  required. 

One  of  your  paftors  is  (looping  under  the  infirmities  of  old 
age,  having  laboured  about  fifty  years  in  the  Lord's  vineyard,  and 
about  twenty  years  thereof  among  you  ;  O  beware  of  bringing 
his  gray  hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave,  by  rejedling  the  coun- 
£el  of  God  againit  yourfelves,  and  refufing  to  receive  the  mcf- 
fage  which  he  brings  you  from  the  mouth  of  God.  It'  in 
Cfarid  Jefus  he  has  begotten  any  of  you,  through  the  gofpcl, 
(as  I  hope  has  been  the  cafe  with  not  a  few),  then  he  will  have 
•*  no  greater  joy  than  to  hear  that  his  children  walk  in  trutli," 
as  the  exprelhon  is,  3  John  4. ;  and  if  he  can  fay  with  Paul, 
I  Their,  ii.  at  the  clofe,  **  What  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown 
of  rejoicing  ?  are  not  even  ye  in  the  prefcnce  of  our  Lord  Je- 
fus Chrift,  at  his  coming  ?  for  ye  are  our  glory  and  joy." 

Your  other  paftor  as  to  years  is  but  a  youth  ;  and  with  re- 
ference to  him,  I  would  fay  unto  you,  as  Paul  faid  with  re- 
ference to  Timothy,  "  Let  no  man  defpifc  his  youth.*'  Re- 
member that  David  was  but  a  youth  or  ilripling  (as  Saul  calls 
him)  when  he  encountered  Goliah  the  Phiilftine ;  yet  becaufc 
he  went  out  againft  him  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hods, 
•*  the  God  of  the  armies  of  Ifracl,"  he  came  oiF  the  field  a  con-  • 
queror.  Jeremiah  was  called  to  be  a  prophet  or  teacher  in  his 
youth,  as  appears  from  the  firft  chapter  of  his  prophecy,  and 
yet  the  Lord  fitted  that  young  prophet  for  the  diiHcult  ta(k 
ihat  was  put  into  his  hand. 

There 
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There  are  only  a  few  things  I  would  fay  to  you  wtdi  tt 
fpe£l  to  your  duty  towards  both  your  miniften. 

1.  If  your  minifters  Oiould  be  faithful  in  declaring  Ac 
Lord's  mind,  then  you  ought  to  be  ready  and  willing  to  be* 
Ikeve  and  pra^life  it.  It  is  a  fad  charge  which  the  Ixml  layl 
againft  Ezekiers  hearers,  chap,  xxxiii.  31.  '^  They  fit  before 
thee  as  my  people,  and  they  heslt'  thy  words,  but  tbey  do  rhem 
not :  for  with  their  mouth  they  (hew  much  love,  bat  their 
heart  goeth  after  their  covetoufnefs."  If  you  remain  barren 
and  unfruitful  under  fuch  means  of  grace  as  you  enjoy,  it  will 
be  more  tolerable  for  hundreds  of  congregations  than  foryoa^ 
in  regard  they  arc  not  fo  highly  privileged. 

2.  The  more  faithful  your  miniilers  are  in  point  of  fin  ani 
duty,  the  welcomer  ought  their  meiFage  to  be  uno  you.  Some 
cannot  emlure  to  be  touched  upon  the  fore  heel,  or  to  hafC 
the  finfulnefs  of  their  pra£lices  laid  in  broad-band  before 
them ;  hut  if  matters  be  right  with  you,  the  clofer  your  mini- 
Aers  come  to  your  confciences  by  the  word,  the  itiore  fearcb- 
xng  and  trying  their  fermons  be,  the  more  will  you  love  both 
their  perfons  and  dodrine  :  <^  Search  me,  O  God  (fays  the 
Pfalmiil),  and  know  my  heart;  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts } 
and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,**  Pfal.  cxxxiz.  at 
the  clofe* 

3.  Pray  much  for  your  minifters,  that  utterance  may  be  gi- 
ven them,  that  they  may  open    their  mouth    boldly,    and 
make  known  the  myftcry  of  the  gofpcl.     The  more  you  pray 
for  them,  the  more  profit  you  may  expe£l  under  their  minillry. 
If  you  have  any  fpiritual  wants  to  iupply,  or  foul- perplexing 
doubts  to  folve ;  if  you  be  under  the  ptcralency  of  any  tempta- 
tion, from  which  you  want  to  be  delivered ;  in  a  word,  if  yoil 
be  defiling  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  you  may  lire 
thereby,  then  you  will  certainly  be  employed  in  prayer,  thit 
your  minifters  may  be  dir cftcd  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  unto 
you,  and  that  the  power  of  the  Lord  may  come  along  there- 
with, for  conviilion  or  confolation,  as  your  liecd  require?*. 

4.  If  you  would  dcfire  the  faithfulnefs  of  your  miniders  io 
be  ilfcful  unco  you,  be  fure  to  keep  them  iu  their  own  room; 
do  not  expert  from  them  what  you  are  to  receive  only  from  the 
Lord  himfelf.  Remember  that  the  **  treafure  is  in  eartliefl 
^efixrls,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and 
not  of  us/'  as  you  were  hearing  by  the  former  fpeaker.  But,  at 
the  fame  time,  though  you  are  not  to  idolize  your  minilttrs 
yet  a  more  peculiar  love  is  due  from  you  to  them  than  to  any 
clfe.  Though  you  ought  to  love  all  the  fjiithful  minifters  of 
Chrift,  yet  a  ir.ore  fpccial  lov«  is  due  to  your  own  paftoiSi 
who  labour  in  word  and  doftrine  among  you,  as  is  clear  from 
the  forecitctl  i  Thefl".  v.  I2»  **  Know  Uiet^  that  labour  amon; 

you  J 
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'ou,  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonifh  you  ;  MiX 
ftecm  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work^s  fak<:."  And 
leb.  xiii.  17.  ''  Obey  them  that  have  the  rute  over  you,  and 
libmit  yourifelves :  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls,  as  they  that 
luft  give  an  account :  that  they  niay  do  it  with  joy,  and  not 
rith  gricf« 

I  conclude  with  that  prayer  of  the  apoflle's,  2  Cor.  ix.  10. 
^  Now  he  that  minidereth  feed  to  the  fowcr,  both  minifter 
read  for  your  food,  and  multiply  your  feed  fown,  and  increafe 
he  fruits  of  your  righteoufnefs/'  Which  is  founded  upoa 
hat  promife,  If.  Iv.  10.  11.  <<  For  as  the  rain  cometh  down^ 
nd  the  fnow  from  heaven,  and  rcturneth  not  thither,  but  wa- 
sreth  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it 
nay  give  feed  to  the  fower,  and  bread  to  the  eater :  fo  ihall  my 
i^ord  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth :  it  iliall  not  return 
into  me  void,  but  it  ihall  accompliih  that  which  I  pleafe  (or 
rhicli  is  well  pleafing  unto  me)^  and  it  (hall  profper  in  -die: 
bing  whereto  I  fent  it.'' 
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>1atth«  XVI.  37.— rTZ^«  /ball  he  reward  every  man  according  to 
his  works. 


THE  text  gives  us  an  account  of  the  day  of  doom,  which 
is  the  laft  day  of  aOTize,  wherein  every  man  (ball  be  tried 
t  the  bar  of  God's  juftice,  and  every  man  Ihall  then  and  there 
eceive  according  to  his  works,  whether  they  be  good,  or  whe« 
her  they  be  evil. 

I  (hall  not  trouble  myfclf  or  you  with  the  terrors  of  thia 
ay,  becaufe  I  have  not  titac,  but  will  proceed. 

It  is  moft  certain  the  day  of  judgement  will  come,  and  that 
:  will  be  dreadful  to  all  the  wicked.  But  feeing  thefe  things 
lUft  be,  what  fort  of  pcrfons  ought  we  to  hz  in  all  manner  of 

.    conveifation« 
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ccnverfation,  always  looking  for  the  coming  of  Chrifty  at 
vrhofe  coming  the  fun  (liali  be  darkenedi  and  the  moon  (hail 
not  give  her  light,  the  (lars  (hall  fall  from  heaven,  the  powers 
of  heaven  {hall  be  (haken,  the  elements  (hall  melt  with  fer- 
vent heat.  Who  can  hear  all  \}\\%j  and  not  be  wonderfully  dit' 
mayed  ?  O  who  dares  eat,  drink>  or  fleep,  or  take  a  roinate's 
reft  ?  Be  fure,  that  day  Ihall  come.  ''O  awake,  ye  drunkardil 
and  weep,  all  ye  drinkers  of  wine  !  becaufe  of  the  new  wine; 
for  it  (hall  be  pulled  from  your  mouth.  Gird  yourfelves  and 
hment,  ye  priefts !  howl,  ye  minifters  of  the  altar  I  Alisi 
the  fore  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand." 

DocT.  "  This  is  a  gofpel  truth,  that  Chrift,  who  came  into 
the  world  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  will  one  day  come  as  a 
judge,  attended  with  his  holy  angels." 

And  if  this  be  fo,  ihtn^firft^  for  an  ufe  of  exhortation. 

1//,  Let  us  all  be  warned,  and,  while  we  have  time,  pnv 
vide  for  that  day  ;  yet,  the  weather  is  fair,  wc  may  frame  an 
;irk  to  fave  us  from  the  flood ;  yet  are  the  angels  at  the  gate 
of  Sodom,  and  yet  is  Jonah  in  the  ftrccts  of  Nineveh  ;  yet  the 
prophet  laments,  crying,  *«  O  JuJah  !  how  (hall  I  inireat 
thee  r"  Yea,  the  apoftle  prays,  nay,  we  pray  you  in  Chrift's 
ilead,  ihat  ye  be  reconciled  unto  God.  But  here  a  queftion 
v/ill  arife,  How  will  Chrift  appear? 

I  anfwer,  He  who,  as  man,  once  appeared  to  be  judged, 
will  then  appear  to  judge  all  mankind.     Confider  this,  ye  that 
are  goinp^  to  the  bar  •,  what  a  dreadful  fight  will  this  be  to  the 
faith!cl<i  Jews,  ftubborn  Gentiles,  and  wicked  Chriftians,  when 
every  eye  (hall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  that  pierced  him  ?  This 
is  the  man,  (liall  they  fay,  that  was  crucified  for  us,  and  again 
crucified  by  us.     Why,  alas  \  every  fin  is  a  crofs,  and  every 
oath  is  a  fpear ;  and  when  tliat  day  is  come,  you  muft  behold 
'-«?  Man,  whom  thus  you  do  crucify  by  your  daily  fin ;  fore 
tl'C'  will  be  a  fearful  fight.     Where  is  the  bloody  fwearer, 
\\?\.  can  tear  his  wounds,  heart,  and  blood  ?  At  that  day,  all 
thcfc  words  will  appear,  the  heart  be  vifiblc,  and  the  body 
and  the  blood  be  fcnfiblc  of  good  and  evil :  then  (hall  the  fear^ 
ful  voice  proceed  from  his  throne.  Where  is  the  blood  thoa 
fpillecl?  Here  is  the  woful  and  terrible  judgement,  when  thou 
that  art  the  murderer,  fliall  fee  the  flain  Man  be  thy  Judge. 
What  favours  canft  thou  think  to  expeft  at  his  hand,  whom 
<hou  liaft  {yi  vilely  ami  treacheroully  ufed  by  thy  daily  fins? 
He  furc,  the  Son  of  mnn  will  come,  as  ic  is  written,  "  but 
woe  uiuo  t^iat  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is  bctravcd ;  it 

'     had 
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L  been  better  for  that  man  iie  bad  never  been  born>"  Matth. 
a*  24. 

^s  Chrift  (hall  appear  in  the  form  of  a  man,  fo  this  M.in 
Ll  appear  in  a  glorious  form.  O  finiier,  look  about  you» 
bvjudge  is  coming :  a  fire  devours  before  him,  and  behind 
:&  a  fiame  burns:  on  every  fide  the  people  treniblc,  and  all 
e»  ihall  gather  blacknefs.  Here  is  a  change  inuecd  !  Lie 
C  was  at  the  bar  now  fits  on  the  throne^  and  that  for  ever 
L  cver«  Thcn»  Chriil  ftood  as  a  Lamb  before'Pilate ;  now, 
ate  Hands  as  a  raalefador  before  Chrid.  He  that  was  made 
•  footftool  of  his  enemies^  mult  now  iudge,  till  he  has  made 
enemies  his  footflool.  Where  flinll  they  run  ?  and  how  Oiall 
ly  fcek  the  clefts  of  tlie  rocks  and  hollow  places?  The  glory 
Jhis  majcfty  will  kindle  a  flame,  while  the  heavens  and  the 
th  ihall  flee  away  from  the  prefence q^  the  powerful  Judge. 
But  if  here  be  the  Judge,  where  is  tfie  guard  ?  Behold  him 
mlng  from  above  witli  great  power  and  glory  !  Would  you 
Ow  his  habit  ?  He  is  indeed  clothed  with  majedy.  Would 
U  know  his  attendants  ?  They  are  an  ho(t  of  holy  angels  \ 
y,  yet  a  much  longer  train,  even  the  fouls  of  the  fainti>  de- 
ending  from  their  imperial  feats,  and  attending  the  Lamb 
th  great  glory.  Never  was  there  any  judge  lord  of  fuch  a 
CliJt :  His  fuotftool  is  in  the  clouds,  his  feet  are  in  the  rain- 
mr  i  bis  judges  are  faints,  his  officers  angels  and  archangei$. 
\e  Crumpet  proclaims  a  filence,  whilft  a  juft  fentence  cometh 
>iii  his  mouth  upon  ail  the  world.  Thus  you  fee  the  afFize 
gun.  **  I  beheld  till  the  throne  was  cait  down  (faith  the 
Dphet),  and  the  Ancient  of  days  did  fit,  whofe  g.urments 
trc  white  as  fnow,  and  the  hair  of  hib  head  like  pure  wool : 
%  throne  was  like  the  fiery  flamcj  and  the  wheels  as  burning 
c,"  Dan.  vii.  9. 

This  is  tlie  Judge,  whoCe  coming  is  fo  fearful,  and  ufhcred 
by  a  fiery  cloud,  and  apparelled  in  fnowy  white,  carried  in 
I  circuit  on  burning  wheels,  and  attended  with  thoufandsof 
oufand^.  O,  ye  Jews,  behold  the  Man  whom  bciore  •  z 
ucified  as  a  malefadlor  !  behold  him  on  his  throne,  whc  \\ 
faid  his  difciples  had  (lolen  away  by  night  out  of  hia  grave  ! 
atth.  xxviii.  13.  Behold  him  in  his  m.ijcily,  him  upon  whom 
u  would  not  look  in  his  humility  !  ihis  is  he  at  whofi  ap. 
arance  the  kindreds  of  the  earth  (liall  mouni.  Such  a  Ihout 
fury  follows  the  fight  of  his  majelty,  that  the  vaults  Ihall 
ho,  ihe  hills  rcfound,  the  earth  Ihall  ihake,  the  heavens  Ihall 
f$  away,  and  \>^  turned  to  conlulion.  Hrja  tliall  the  wicked 
ourn,  then  ihall  thi-y  weep  and  wail,  yjt  tluir  tears  Hull 
>t  fervc  their  turn  ;  their  fins  p^ft  betray  them,  and  tiieir 
amc  condemns  the.n,  and  tlitir  torments  \\>  co::ic  cuniound 
Vol.  Ill  4  C  ^t.^.'xvv 


ibetn :  Thas  (hnU  the  wvck^d  bewail  their  mSfeivMc^  Ib|I 
tin  fortunate  birthj  and  cut  fed  end-  O  fcatful  Jii4gc  !  tfli 
as  an  army  with  bann^a !  The  kings  of  ilic  earh  fc4 
aftonifltcd,  and  every  eye  (hall  fee  this  Judge,  awl  treml 
his  fight  Lo^  but  conceive  ihe  gui!ty  prifoncr  come  to  hil 
Will  not  the  red  rot?*  of  this  Judge  makcn  his  htm\ 
for  hia  blood  flird*  Thtia  have  I  ftiewcd  you  how  Olt^ 
appear  in  ^  gloriaus  manner, 

1 .  Think  now,  O  finncr,  what  fha!i  be  thy  rewxrdi ' 
tbou  (halt  meet  this  Judge.  Tt*c  ad  is  Iter  er  for  a  white 
jiatter  beauty,  rhe  fwtarcrB  grace  their  words  with  oadi 
drunkards  klfs  their  cupr>  and  thank  their  bodily  healtft 
they  drink  their  fouls  to  ruin  ;  but  let  them  remember, 
all  thefe  things  God  will  brin|:  them  into  judgement*" 
comfort  in  the  end*  How  (hall  the  adulterer  fatisfy  loft» 
he  lies  on  a  bed  uf  flames  i  The  fwearer  l^alt  hare  etioi 
wounds  and  blood ,  when  the  dcvit  ^lU  ttTttare  his  bo^ 
rack  his  foul  in  heU.  The  drunkard  Ihall  have  plenty 
cups,  when  fcalding  lead  (hall  be  poured  down  his  t 
and  his  breath  draw  flames  of  fire  inftead  of  air.  As 
fin,  fo  is  thy  punifhment ;  this  judge  will  give  juft  m 
in  the  balance  of  his  indignation  and  wrath. 

For  comfort  to  all  that  arc  the  Judge's  favourites,  i 
the  day  (if  ye  are  God's  fcrvants),  that  Satan  fhall  be  tr 
under  your  fetrt,  and  you,  with  your  Mafter  Clirift,  (1 
carried  into  the  holy  of  holies.  You  may  remember,  h 
the  men  of  God,  in  their  grcatefl  anguifh  here  below 
fetched  comforf  from  the  eyes  of  faith.  It  was  at  this  i 
tain  Job  rejoiced,  being  caft  on  the  dunghiH,  that  his  Red 
lived,  and  that  he  ftiould  fee  him  at  the  lad  day  (land 
earth.  So  Iiktwife  the  evangehft  John  longed,  and 
*^  Come,  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly,"  Rev.  xxii.  20  ** 
little  childien,  nbide  in  him,  that,  when  he  fhall  appe: 
may  have  confidence,  and  not  be  a(hamcd  at  his  coming 
this  is  the  promife  that  he  hathpromifcd  us,  even  etema 
I  John  ii.  28.  29.     But  I  proceed. 

The  perfons  to  be  judged  are  a  world  of  men,  goodar 
eledl  and  reprobate. 

(i.)  fhere  is  a  fummons,  and  this  every  man  muf 
and  this  (luill  be  the  voice  of  the  laft  trumpet,  **  Ai 
dead,  and  come  to  judgement."  O  what  a  fearful  ."ii 
rible  voice  will  t;  is  be  to  all  the  witkcd  ?  How  wi: 
tremble  at  his  voice,  which  makes  the  earth  to  tre 
Even  at  this  vo.cf:  the  praves  of  the  dead  (hall  be  0 
and  every  fc  ul  re-united  to  its  own  body  -,  the  darli 
hell  (hall  be  (luken,  when  the  dreadful  foul  fliall  k 
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^f  terror,  and  once  more  re-eiit-.r  into  its  (linking  car>« 
3  receive  a  greater  condemnation,  John  v.  28.  29.  The 
f  Chrift  is  a  powerful  and  (Irong  voice  ;  *'  The  dead 
rar  hid  voice,  and  they  (hall  come  forth,  they  that  have 
Dod  unto  the  refurreAioa  of  life,  and  they  tlut  have 
n\  to  the  refuriedion  of  condemnation/' 
\  much  for  the  fumraons,  you  hear  it  given,  and  everv 
ufl  appear.  Death  muft  now  give  back  all  that  he  hata 
rom  the  world.  What  a  ghadly  and  (hocking  fight  (hall 

to  fee  all  the  graves  open,  and  to  fee  dead  men  arife  out 
r  graves,  and  the  fcattered  flying  on  the  wings  of  the 
till  they  meet  together  in  one  body,  £zek.  xxxvii.  6. 
dry  bones  (hall  live."  Behold,  the  power  of  God  AU 
I  out  of  the  grave  and  the  du(t  of  the  earth,  from  chefe 
;rs  of  deathand  darknefs,  (Iiall  raife  the  bodies  of  the  bu- 
ev.  XX.  t3.  12.  <<  I  faw  the  dead  (faith  St  John)^  fmall 
:at,  (land  belore  God  \  and  the  fea  gave  up  the  dead 
vere  in  it ;  and  death  and  hell  delivered  up  the  dead  thac 
1  them  ;  and  they  were  judged  every  man  according  to 
ks."    He  that  (aid  to  corruption,  Thou  art  my  father^ 

the  worm^  Thou  art  my  (iiler  and  mother,  faid  alfo^ 
)w  that  my  Redeen\er  liveth,  and  mine  eyes  ihall  be* 
m."    O  good  God  I  how  wonderful  is  thy  power  1 

II.  12.  **  Affemble  yourfelves,  an^  come  all  ye  hea* 
the  valley  of  Jeho(haphatj  for  tliere  will  I  fit  to  judge 
[leathen  round  about.'' 

I  have  you  an  account  of  the  dead  being  raifed ;  they 
)rought  together^  and  now  we  mud  put  them  afunderj 
:p  (hall  be  put  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  goats  on  the 
id.  And  now  fee  the  parties  thus  fummoned,  raifed, 
d,  and  fet  apart.  Is  not  here  a  world  of  men  to  be 
all  in  one  day  ?  All  tongues,  all  nations  and  people  o£ 
h,  ihall  appear  in  one  day  :  We  (hall  then  behold  each 
^dam,  and  Adam  (hall  then  fee  all  his  poderity.  Con- 
is,  ye  that  are  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  one  with 
,  "  for  with  God  there  is  no  refpeft  of  perfons.'* 
)  beggar!  petitions  are  out  of  date,  yet  thou  needed  not 
'  thou  (halt  have  judice  done  thee  this  day.  All  caufes 
heard,  and  thou,  tbou^rh  ever  fo  poor^  and  even  de- 
n  the  world,  muil  with  the  red  receive  thy  fentence. 
J  farmer !  now  are  the  lives  and  leafes  together  £• 

this  day  is  the  new  harved  of  the  judge,  who  gathers 
^heat,  and  burns  up  his  chafF  with  fire  unquenchable  : 
wS,  no  prayers,  no  tears ;  but  as  thou  had  done,  fo 
t  fentenccd.     Hark,  O  landlord  1  where  is  thy  pur- 
chafe 
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chafe  to  thee  and  thy  ht\f%  for  efer?  Tim  dav  mikasi 
of  all  ;  and  unhappy  wetc  thy  fouli  if  thou  hmtlil  nor 
land  than  a  barren  rock,  m  cover  and  ftictrcr  thcc  fram  tiie 
prefrnce  of  the  Judge,  H-itk,  O  ca|j>tiiin  !  how  ritn  ii  tfee 
nope  of  m:^n  to  be  f^vcd  by  rhc  multhade  of  ati  h<jfl.  Thwi 
haft  commindcd  all  th^  artnics  of  ihc  earth  and  hell,  jetoflft 
thou  not  Tcfift  the  pr>w(-r  of  heaverip  Hark,  the  trumpec 
founds,  and  the  nhrm  ftimmons  thee ;  thou  muft  appears  AJ^ 
mull  appear,  the  bejjgarTthc  farmer,  the  captain^  the  prmci^ 
and  the  grcateft  potentates  of  the  world ;  nay,  all  fiiaJl  t^ 
cwc  their  reward  according  to  their  dcferfs, 

(2,)  This  is  for  terror  to  rhc  iskked;  every  man  muftip' 
pear  ;  O  that  every  man  would  buc  think  of  it  !  Would  p 
know  the  man  that  {hall  %i  this  day  be  blctfed  ?  It  h  hetb 
thinks  on  this  day,  and  prep;ircs  for  \u  O  then,  1  befec^ 
you,  meditnte  every  day,  that  you  and  every  man  muftoK 
duy  appear  before  the  Jddgc  of  the  quick  and  de^d,  afl«i  t^ 
ceivc  according  to  yo«r  works. 

Ancl  ntjw,  h.iving  hrou:3bt  the  pnfonerfi  10  their  trial,  loi^i^ 
tell  you  hrjvv  ihis  rri,il  mufl  be;  for  your  works:  Fa^fHjttlfc" 
fies,  bur  it  is  by  work^  we  arf  judj^ed.  Miilake  me  not^  ^' 
Ihall  be  jurli^^i'd  »ia:ording  to  his  works,  as  being^  the  beft  i^is- 
nefs  of  his  inw;irii  ri^^hteoufnefs.  But,  the  bertcr  to  acquaint 
you  with  this  trial,  we  come  to  confidcr, 

[.  How  all  m??:'*;  woiks  lliaU  be  maniftffted  to  us. 

1*  How  lU!  m^:n\s  works  Ihall  be  examined  by  Qod. 

i^  nf  the  mninffft:^[iort  of  every  man's  works :  Rtv.  xi-  r:. 
•'  I  fuv  tiic  d^nd,  fni  di  kind  great  (faith  St  John)  Hand  befcri: 
God  \  jnd  tiie  bank--^  wire  opened  ;  and  :^.  not  her  boot  w^i? 
opened,  which  is  the  hook  of  liftf :  and  the  dcid  were  jatl^cd 
out  of  Lli^le  things  which  were  written  in  the  hookSt  accDn> 
m^  ra  their  wi^rks/^  Remen^hcr  this,  O  forgetful  i\:\n^h 
tWQW  mayfl:  tiVT-iriJc  firi  afCfir  fm,  and  mukiplv^  your  iins ;  b'.j£* 
be  fun*  tijd  kci'p.^  ^  jnH  account,  and  none  of  your  (\^\ 
thotifh  evttr  fa  fL'Crtrtj  il]  ill  b^  forgot.  There  is  a  booltc^ 
God'jt  men  vary  ;  it  is  cndtd  a  bj::*k  of  r^membr-tncep  hlxL  iit- 
16-  **  A  book  of  rememhrAiire  was  written  before  God^  f^r 
them  that  feared  th":^  Ijord,  And  CjUed  upon  his  name/*  Ais 
13  ih^t  wliiuh  ini!v;fc:h  all  fecretb  ;  this  h  that  ^vhkh  rcvtali 
hII  doini;?^,  whcfhtr  j^find  or  ev-h  In  tli^fc  records  arc  foiiii*i 
?,t  Ijr'^e  AhrTs  fvrriiic;  and  Cn#i  nuudi:r,  AbfUonVs  r^b't- 
Hiiri  !ii>lI  I>  i'tH's  f^c?o:lon,  the  Jew?  crui!lry  ^nd  the  p7cph*"i 
inno;...,.,.  .  ^,  li'fi;;  iijiU  ht  hid  wh-n  this  book  is  op^v^fil* 
for  :^il  nuy  run  and  read  it.  ''  God  will  bring  every  m:ia  in- 
to jiulgi-^iViCin,  v/itii  cv^^rv  I'cv'vct  thing,  whether  i:  bt  J^ocx^i 
or  wiieihcT  it  Le  evil,"  Ejci.r.  xii.  14.      VVail,  ye  \\ickeJ,anA 
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(remUe  in  aftonifhment.    Now  your  clofet  fins  mud  be  cliC« 
clofed,  and  your  private  faults  laid  open. 

Imprimis^  For  adultery,  envy,  blafphcmy,  drunkennefs, 
oaths,  violence,  murder,  fabbath^breaking,  lying,  and  every 
other  fin  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  from  your  birth  to 
your  death,  the  total  fum  is  eternal  death  and  damnation.  But 
there  is  another  book,  that  (hall  give  a  more  fearful  evidence 
than  the  former,  and  the  fccretary  in  the  foul  of  man :  Na 
man  can  commit  a  fin,  but  the  foul  that  is  privy  to  the  fact 
will  write  it  in  this  book.  What  a  woful  cafe  will  thy  poor 
heart  then  be  in  !  What  a  (Irong  terror  of  trembling  muft  it 
then  (land  poiTeffcd  with,  when  this  book  (Inll  be  opened,  and 
thy  fins  revealed?  This  book. is  now  perhaps  fliut  up  and 
fealed  :  but  in  the  day  of  judgement  it  (hall  be  opened,  and 
what  will  be  the  evidence  that  will  be  brought  in  ?  There  is  a 
private  fe(non  to  be  held  in  the  breaft  of  every  finner  ;  the  me« 
mory  is  the  record,  truth  is  the  law,  damnation  is  the  judge- 
ment, hell  is  the  prifoo,  devils  are  the  jailors,  and  conicience 
both  the  witncfs  and  the  judge  to  pafs  fentence  upon  thee. 
What  hopes  can  he  have  at  the  general  aflize,  whofe  con^^ 
fcience  hach  condemned  him  before  he  appears  ?  Confider  this^ 
O  thou  impenitent  finner  ! 

But  yet  there  is  another  book  we  read  of,  and  that  is  the 
book  of  life,  wherein  are  written  all  the  names  of  God's  elcfl, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world  unto  the  end  thereof.  This 
is  the  precious  book  of  heaven,  wherein  if  we  be  regiflratcd, 
xiot  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  death,  or  devils,  can  blot  us 
out  again.     Therefore,  to  make  fome  ufeful  applications, 

1//,  Confider  now,  O  finner,  what  books  one  day  muft  be 
fet.  before  thee.  The  time  will  come,  when  every  word  of 
thy  mouth,  every  glance  of  thy  eye,  every  moment  of  thy 
tintic,  every  fcrmon  tho^^  haft  heard,  every  thing  thou  haft 
]eft^  undone,  all  (hall  be  leen,  and  laid  open  before  men,  an- 
gels, and  devils*,  thou  (halt  then  and  there  be  horribly  and  ever- 
laftingly  a(hamed.  Never  go  about  then  to  commit  fin,  though 
ever  fo  fecretly,  though  at  midnight,  and  all  the  doors  locked 
about  thee,  yet  at  this  great  day  it  (hall  be  brought  to  light. 

2^/y,  As  you  intend  the  good  of  your  fouls,  amend  your 

lives,  call  yourfelves  to  an  account,  while  it  is  called  to-day  ; 

fearch  and  examine  all  your  thoughts,  words,  and  deeds; 

'  proftrate  yourfelves  before  God,  with  broken  and  bleeding  af* 

'  fe^ions ;  pray  that  your  name  may  be  written  in  the  book 

-  of  life ;  and  if  you  do  fo,  God   is  not  unrighteous  to  for*' 

get  your  labour  of  love,  and  alt  your  good  works :  for  at  that 

great  day,  the  book  (hall  be  opened,  our  works  manifefted,     J 

and,  as  we  have  done,  fo  we  muft  be  rewarded  \  for  thcaftiall    \ 
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he  reward  every  nua  according  to  hU  works.     Bat  a  Iitde  t9 

recal  ourfelves. 

The  prifoncrs  are  tried,  the  rerdi^l  brought  in,  the  iodid- 
ments  are  found,  and  the  Jud^^e  now  fits  upon  life  and  cleatb^ 
.even  mdy  with  fparkling  eyes  to  pronounce  the  feotence. 
The  Lord  grant,  that,  when  this  day  conies,  the  fentesce  may 
be  for  us,  and  we  be  faved,  to  our  everlaiting  comfort.  0 
now  hold  up  your  heads,  all  ye  faints  of  the  mod  high  Godf 
for  this  (h^ll  be  a  blefTcd  day  for  you  ;  for  then  fliall  ye  hear 
the  fweet  heav<*nly  voice  of  Chrifl,  faying,  ^*  Come  ye  bkfled 
of  my  Fath<rr,  inherit  the  kinflrdom  prepared  for  you."  I  can- 
not cxprefs  what  jo;  it  will  be  to  the  righteous,  when  they 
(hall  hear  Clirift  fay,  Come,  ye  biefTed  foul,  who  hath  bcca 
bathed  in  repenting  tears.  Here  is  a  fentence  able  to  revive 
the  dead,  much  more  the  afili£led.  Are  yoa  forrovrtng  for 
your  (ins,  leave  it  a  while,  and  meditate  with  mc  on  this  eu- 
luing  melody.  Hark  I  yonder  is  the  choir  of  angels  founding 
to  the  Judge,  while  he  is  pronouncinc  thy  fentence.  Now  is 
the  day  of  your  coronation  ;  now  (hall  ye  be  made  perfedly 
happy,  and  that  for  ever.  Come,  faich  Chrift,  you  that  have 
fuffered  for  me,  now  you  (hall  have  yoar  reward  -,  you  (hall 
have  your  foals  filled  to  the  brim  with  joy,  fuch  as  iaunfpeak- 
able,  and  full  of  glory. 

But  I  muft  return  to  the  left  hand,  and  (hew  another  crew, 
prepared  for  another  fentence.  And  O  what  a  terrible  fen* 
tence  will  that  be,  which  will  make  all  ears  glow  and  tmgle. 
"  His  lips  (faith  the  prophet)  are  full  of  indignation,  and  his 
tongue  like  a  confuming  fire,"  Ifa.  xxx.  27.  What  fire  is  (o 
hot  as  tliat  fiery  fentence,  Matth.  xxv  41.  ''  Depart  from  me, 
ye  curf<:d,  into  everlailing  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels." 

I.  They  muft  depart.  This  fecnvs  nothing  to  the  wicked; 
Now,  they  arc  content  to  be  gone  ;  they  have  much  more  de- 
light in  fin,  than  in  God's  fcrvice.  But  whither  muft  they  go? 
*•  From  me."  If  from  me,  tlien  from  ail  my  mercies,  my 
glory,  and  my  falvation.  But  whither,  O  Lord,  (hall  the 
curfcd  ^o^  th:it  depart  from  thee  ?  Into  what  haven  (hall  thcf 
arrive?  Wiiat  maftrr  (lidl  they  ferve  ?  It  is  thought  a  great 
punithmcn:  to  be  banilhcd  from  our  native  foils  ?  What 
then  is  it  to  be  banilhed  from  the  almighty  God  i  But  whi* 
th«'r  muft  they  go  ?  Into  everlafting  fire.  O  what  bed  is 
this  !  no  ttriihers  but  fire,  no  friends  but  furies,  no  cafe 
but  fetters,  no  day-light  but  darkncfs,  no  clocks  to  pafs 
away  the  time,  but  endlefi  eternity,  fire  eternal,  always  baiu- 
ing,  and  never  dying,  O  who  can  cmiurc  everlafting  flame! 
It  (hall  not  be  qn-?nchcd  nisht  nor  day  ;  the  fmokc  thereof 

(hall 
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iliall  go  up  for  ever  and  ever.  The  wicked  (hall  be  crowded 
together,  like  bricks  in  a  fiery  furnace :  But  for  whom  was 
this  fire  prepared  ?  For  the  dcril  and  his  angels.  Thcfc  muft 
l>c  your  companions.  The  la(l  fentence  is  now  pronounced. 
What !  Go,  (Who  ?)  ye  curfcd,  into  evcrlafting  fire,  to  crews 
of  devils.  O  take  heed,  that  you  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  iefl: 
that,  leaving  his  fervice,  he  give  you  this  reward,  *'  Depart 
from  me,  ye  curfed,"  &c.  ' 

7.  ConGder,  then,  what  fearful  trembliog  will  feize  on  your 
fouls,  that  have  their  fentence  for  eternal  flames :  O  which 
way  will  they  turn  ?  How  will  they  efcape  the  Almighty's 
wrath  ?  To  go  backward  is  impoflible,  to  go  forward  is  into* 
lertble*  Whofe  help  will  they  crave  ?  God  is  their  Judgey 
heaven  their  foe ;  the  faints  deride  them,  angels  hate  them. 
Good  Lord,  what  a  world  of  miferies  hath  feized  on  mife* 
ruble  fouls.  Their  exectttioners  are  devils,  the  dungeon  hell ; 
the  earth  ftands  open,  and  the  furnace  burning,  ready  to  re- 
ceive you.  O  how  will  thefe  poor  fouls  quake  and  tremble  1 
Every  part  of  their  body  will  bear  a  part  in  their  doleful  ditty; 
eyes  weeping,  hands  wringing,  brealis  beating,  hearts  aching, 
with  voices  crying.  Now,  O  man  of  the  earth,  what  (hall 
thy  wealth  avail  thee  ;  ohe  drop  of  water,  to  cool  thy  tongue 
in  the  flames,  is  worth  more  than  all  the  pleafures  of  the  world. 

Thus  you  have  heard  the  fentence  of  the  juft  and  wicked  ; 
and  the  Judge  is  rifen  from  his  glorious  feat.  The  faints  guard 
him  alon>;,  and  the  fentcnced  prifoners  are  delivered  to  the 
jailors;  ihrieks  of  horror  (hall  be  heard.  Wtiat  woes  and  la- 
mentations (hall  be  uttered,  when  devils  and  reprobates,  and 
all  the  damned  crew  of  hell,  fhall  be  driven  into  hell,  never  to 
vetum,  Uo^n  they  go  howling,  (hrieking,  and  gnafhing 
their  teeth  :  llie  world  leaves  them,  the  earth  forfakes  them, 
hell  entertains  them  ;  there  they  muft  live,  and  yet  not  live 
Tior  die;  but  dying  live,  and  living  die. 

O  miferable  muft  thefe  be,  if  the  drowning  of  the  world, 
the  fwallo^ing  up  of  Korah,  and  the  r.urning  of  Sodom  with 
lirimftone,  were  attended  with  fuch  terror  and  hideous  out* 
cries  ;  how  infinitely,  to  all  poflibility  of  conceit,  and  trem- 
bling of  that  red  fiery  day ;  in  a  word,  what  wailing,  weep* 
ingt  r  aringi  and  ycllmg,  filling  both  heaven, earth,  and  hell! 
O  moft  miferable  wretches,  Match,  xxii.  12.  *'  Take  them 
away,  and  call  them  into  utter  darkncis  :  there  (hall  be  weep- 
ing and  gnafhing  of  teeth."  A  darkncfs  indeed  I  They  mult 
for  «'ver  be  debarred  from  the  light  of  heaven.  Sundiine  ne- 
ver peeps  within  thefe  walls,  nothing  is  there  but  fmoke  and 
darknefs ;  and  fuch  is  the  portion  of  finners^  and  the  reward 
of  the  wicked. 

THE 
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AUL  is  here  preaching;:  Chrift  Jefus  in  the 
ill  this  vcrle  he  makes  application  of  1 
his  hearers,  and  that  very  clofe.  More  partis 
words  you  may  notice,  (i.)  The  nature  of  the 
bed|  it  is  the  word  of  falvation.  (a.)  llie  indoi 
re£lion,  (hewing  to  whom  it  is  dire£led  or  fenl 
you  men  and  brethren,  you  Jews  or  Gemilcflj  i 
preached. 

Ob^^erve,  That  the  g^Tpelj  as  a  word  of  fsdraJ 
every  Unner  that  hears  it. 
,    Before  I  proceed  to  fpeak  to  this  doftrine,  I 
0n  obje£tion  that  may  be  made  againit  it. 

Obje5i.  Is  not  the  go(pel*caU  here  limkcd  to  I 
God  ill  the  text? 

AnJiQ.  I.  If  by  thefe  that  fear  God,  is  to  be  i 
ligious  people,  into  whofe  hearts  God  hath  put 
are  the  perlons  that  wiii  mod  of  all  welcome  th 
vation,  becaufe  they  fee  moft  their  need  of  it ; 
meflage  is  not  here  limited  to  them,  and  others  < 
•the  apoille  here  fpeaks  to  all  his  auditory,'  both 
gractlefs,  as  appears  not  only  in  this  text,  *< 
^hren^  children  of  ^he  Itock  of  Abraham,  to. y4 
of  this  falvation  fent,"  but  alfo  in  the  applicati 
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fent  to  every  one,  yet  noQe  but  fuch  as  fear  Grod,  fo  far 

be  filled  with  an  awe  and  dread  of  God  fpeakihg  to  them 

e  wordy  and  with  a  convidion  of  finy  and  of  their  need  of 

falvation,  none  but  fuch  will  receive  and  welcome  the 

t  of  this  falvation ;  for  if  they  have  no  fear  of  God,  and  of 

^rath,  no  fenfe  of  Cn,  and  of  their  deferving  damnation^ 

will  not  value,  but  (light  and  defpife  the  word  of  falva* 

This  text,  therefore,  doth  not  limit  the  word  of  falva- 

as.fent  only  to  them  that  fear  God,  but  only  points  out 

aanner  and  method  wherein  this  word  of  falvation  comes 

i  received  and  entertained,  and  how  it  will  not  be  recei- 

ly-thefe  that  have  nothing  of  the  fear  and  dread  of  God 

them. 

Thefe  that  are  awakened  to  any  fenfe  of  (in,  and  fear  and 
1  of  God,  are  the  perfons  that  are  moft  ready  themfelves^ 
the  word  of  falvation  were  not  fent  to  them ;  therefore 
,  in  a  particular  manner,  are  mentioned,  and  encouraged 
ke  it  to  themfelyes,  becaufe  they  are  afraid  to  apply 
vord.  Others  that  are  called  will  not  come.  And 
that  have  this  fear  upon  them,  have  a  will,  but  want 
ige ;  and  therefore  the  Lord  fays  to  them,  as  it  were^ 
not  to  come,  for  toxou  u  the  word  of  this  falvatUn  fent- 
That  the  word  of  ulvation  is  fent  to  all,  even  to  them, 
through  the  want  of  the  fear  of  God,  reje£l  it,  is  plain 
from  this  text  and  context,  compared  with  other  fcrip- 
.  See  the  commiflion,  Mark  xvi.  15.  "  Go  ye  into  all 
rorld,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature."  If.  xlvi. 
**  Hearkci>  to  gie,  ye  (lout-hearted,  that  are  far  from 
soufnefs."  Rev.  iii.  20.  •'  Behold,  I  (land  at  the  doort 
:nock :  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I 
come  in  to  him,'*  &c.  any  man,  be  what  he  Will.  In 
I  the  word  of  falvation,  importing  all  falvation  neceflTary^ 
to  all  finners  that  n^ed  this  falvation.  The  gofpel  would 
e  glad  news  to  all  people,  if  any  fmner  were  excluded. 
:nce  the  call  is  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  <*  Look  unto 
and  be  ye  faved  ;"  Hence  the  call  alfo  is,  "  Whofocvcr 
let  him  come,  and  lake  of  the  water  of  life  freely." 
again,  «<  To  you,  O  men,  do  i  call,  and  my  voice  is  to 
3ns  of  men,"  &Ci  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thir(teth,  come 
e  waters,"  &c« 

profecuting  the  obfcrvation,  we  (hall  obfcrve  the  follow-* 

lethod. 

I  (Inll  i'peak  a  little  of  this  falvation. 
Of  clic  word  of  lalvatioa. 
!.  Of  ta  •  fending  ot  this  word. 
.   Mak-  application. 
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I.  We  (hill  fpeak  a  little  of  this  falvatioiii  tnd  confito 
what  it  fuppofetf  and  what  it  implies. 

iftj  What  it  fuppofes,  namely,  mifery.  Our  mifenUe 
fiate  by  nature  is  a  (late  of  alienation  and  eftrangemcnt  from 
God.  We  arc  without  Gk)d,  and  arc  •*  alienated  from  the 
Kfe  of  God  ;  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrae!.**  It  ii 
a  Hate  of  enmity  :  *'  The  carnal  mind  is  enmitj  ajE^inft  Godi" 
we  are  in  aAual  rebslKon  againft  him.  It  is  a  ftate  of  daik* 
nefs  and  ignorance ;  we  are  ••  dcftroyed  for  lack  of  knoif^ 
ledge :"  A  ftate  of  bondage  to  fin,  Satan,  the  world^'and  di- 
vers lufts  ;  we  are  fettered  and  in  prifon,  led  captive,  Iti$a 
ftate  of  impotence :  we  are  by  nature  without  (treni^th;  wc 
cannot  fa  much  as  aik  deliverance -,  we  are  not  fufScient  of 
ourfelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves.  It  is  a  dtftitute 
ftate^  a  pit  wherein  there  is  no  water,  a  comfortlefs  ftate,  a 
bewildered  ftate,  a  curfed  and  condemned  ftate  ;  for  '*  hrdiat 
believethnot  is  condemned  already;^  He  that  beliereth  not  the 
gofpel  is  condemned  already  by  the  law:  "Curfed  is  every  one 
that  continueth  not  in  all  things  that  are  written  in  the  hook 
of  the  law,  to  do  them."  It  is  a  ftate  of  death,  fpiritnal 
death,  and  legal  death. 

idly^  What  docs  falvation  imply  ?  It  implies  the  whole  re- 
demption purchafed  by  Chrift,  and  the  whole  of  the  applica- 
tion of  it  by  the  Spirit.  It  is  falvation  from  a  ftate  of  eibrange- 
ment  to  a  ftate  of  acquaintance  with  God ;  ixorti  enmity  to 
peace  and  reconciliation  ;  from  darknefs  to  light ;  from  bon- 
dage to  Jiberly.  It  includes  pardon  and  juftification,  adoption 
and  filiation,  (anftification  of  nature,  heart,  and  way,  com* 
munion  with  God  ;  afterward  a  glorious  refurreftion  of  the 
body,  and  eternal  life  and  glory,  in  being  for  ever  with  the  Lord. 

II.  The  ftfond  head  propofcd  was,  to  fpcak  of  the  word  of 
fdlvation,  ^^hioh  I  may  do  by  anfwering  thefe  four  queftioiK« 

^ifft.  I .  What  is  the  word  of  falvation  ? 

jinf  Not  the  hw,  but  the  gofpel ;  that  is  that  which  is  the 
power  of  God  to  falvation,  Rom.  i.  i6.  Whatever  difcorers 
Chrift,  and  (iilvation  through  him,  is  the  gofpel. 

^efi,*2.  Why  is  it  call'^d  the  word  of  falvation  ? 

An/,  Becaiifc  it  difcovers  finvation,  it  dcfcribes  falvation,  it 
conveys  falvation,  as  a  charter  does  an  eftate,  or  as  a  tclta- 
nicnt  does  a  legacy ;  it  ofTcrs  falvation,  it  eftabliftics  a  con- 
nexion bttwttn  faith  and  falvation  tu  all  mankind  finners*, 
for  "  lie  that  believcth  (hall  be  faved  ;"  and  becaufc  it  is  the 
orgm  or  inltrument  by  which  the  Spirit  applies  falvation. 

^l^uefl.  7.  How  (Iocs  the  v.'ord  operate  in  the  hand  of  the 
Spirit,  when  belitVL-d  unto  falvation  ? 

Anf, 
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4f^.  h  (grates  as  feed  caf^  into  the  ground.  It  operates 
rain  and  dew :  "  My  doArine  (hall  drop  as  the  dew  i*  h% 
[ht  \  *<  They  that  fat  m  darknefl  (aw  a  great  light ;  It  U  a 
^ht  (hining  in  a  dark  place:*'  As  fire;  ^*  la  not  my  word 
Le  a  fire  V*  As  water,  as  windi  as  a  feal  imprinting  the  di. 
ne  nature  t  As  a  giafs»  through  which  we  fee  God's  glory  : 
s  balm  for  healing  \  "  He  fent  his  word»  and  healed  them*" 
^V'.  4*  What  are  the  qualities  of  this  word  of  (alva* 

Aufvt*  I.  It  16  a  divine  word  \  '^  the  word  of  God/'  God^ 
itber^  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  is  the  Author  of  it.  Hence 
e  gofpel  is  called  *''the  eofpel  of  God,^  Rom.  i.  i.  and  vt. 

i6»  a.  It  is  a  word  of  God  in  Chhft»  Heb.  i.  x.  2.  and  ii.  3. 
18  fecufed  ^  in  the  hands  of  a  Mediator,  yea^  and  amea  in 
m.*'  It  is  given  to  us  by  Chrift,  and  (caled  in  his  blood  \ 
This  is  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood.*'  3«  It  is  a  grsu- 
>US  word  of  God  in  Chrift  \  it  is  tree  { it  does  not  move  up* 
.  our  goodnefs  or  badnefs  \  our  goodnefs  does  not  further^ 
r  our  badnefs  hinder  it.  It  is  a  word  that  comes  from  pure 
ace,  and  fprings  from  his  free  mercy,  who  is  the  God  of  all 
ace«  It  is  fuch  a  gracious  word,  that  it  contains  all  grace. 
ence,  4.  It  is  a  complete  word,  containing  all  our  fal* 
tipn ;  for  ic  contains  God  in  it,  Chrift  in  it,  and  the  Spi* 

in  it.  It  contains  a  righteoufnefs  in  it^  founding  a  legal 
le  to  li£e  eternal,  namely,  the  obedience  of  Chrift ;  and  a  Ic- 
1  fccurity  from  xternal  death,  namely,  the  fatisfaAion  and 
ath  of  the  Surety*  It  contains  all  the  parts  of  life,  and  may 
dl  be  called  the  word  of  life  \  life  in  the  beginiiing  of  it  in 
feneration  \  <^  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  by  the  word  of 
ith."  The  life  of  juftification ;  we  are  juftified  in  believing 
d  receiving  of  Chrill  our  righteournels,  as  offered  in  the 
>r<t  The  life  of  fanclification,  the  life  of  confolation,  the 
:  of  glory  hereafter.  5.  It  b  a  (ure  word ;  '^  the  fure  mer- 
;8  of  David  i"  fure,  and  more  fure  than  -a  voice  from  hea- 
1,  fuch  as  even  that  which  the  difciples  heard  on  the  mount. 
Pet.  i.  19.  **  We  have  a  more  fure  word  of  prophecy,"  &c. 

It  is  a  gracious,  complete,  fure  word  of  God  in  Chrift  to . 
ners,  as  well  as  to  faints ;  it  is  to  Tinners  of  Adam's  family, 
>  it  prefents  a  remedy  for  their  malady.    This  leads  to» 

III.  The  third  head  propofed,  namely,  to  fpeak  of  the  fend- 
;  of  this  word.  Hero  it  may  be  inquired  from  whom^  by 
iom,  to  whom  it  is  fent,  and  for  what  purpofe. 
f//.  From  whom  is  it  fent  ?  Anf*  It  is  a  woVd  of  falvation, 
It  from  the  God  of  fdlvation,  to  whom  belong  the  iifueg 
m  death  j  and  it  carries  the  impreb  0^  himfelf  upon  it.  Af 

the 


jitil,  lo  all  tinners  that  hear  it.  Wholocvcr  Ic 
of  falvation,  will  find  it  looking  to  them,  Gen. 
was  the  gofpel  preached  to  Abraham  ?  **  In  tl 
feed,  ihall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blefle 
a  word  of  falvation  to  ut  alfo  ?  It  includes  all, 
ner  may  take  hold  dF  it;  See  John  iii.  ii< 
Chrift  came  to  caU  fipners  to  repentance.  ! 
Ifa.  x1?i.  12.  It  18  a  word  that  fatts  the  cafe  g 
therefore,  if  it  be  inqnfa^d, 

^tblyt  For  what  purpofe  is  it  fent  to  finners 
fame  purpofe  that  a  healing  remedy  is  fent  to  a 
for  Chrift  comes  in  thf  word,  and  is  prefent< 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  &n£Hfication,  and  reden 
L30,  andRev.iii.  17.  i8.  More  particularly 
word  of  pardon  to  the  condemned  (inner  \  "  I, 
that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffions,  for  my  owi 
Hence  may  every  condemned  fmner  take  boh 
This  word  is  fent  to  me.  Ic  is  fent  as  a  word 
rebellious  finner,  faying,  ^^  Chrift  hath  reccivec 
even  for  the  rebellious.''  O  I  am  a  rebel,  may 
here  is  a  word  for  me :  It  is  fent  as  a  vord  of  li 
.  •*  The  hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  dca 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  11 
word  of  liberty  to  the  captives ;  •*  The  Spirit  of 
is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath  anointed  me  t 
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tion  of  Ifrael :  As  a  drawing  word»  aQd  a  ftrength- 
l  to  the  powerlefs  foul,  faying^  "  He  giieth  power 
It,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  ne  increafcth 
Thy  people  (hali  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power. 
m  lifted  up,  I  will  draw  all  men  after  me."  It  is 
)rt,  as  a  word  of  falvation,  and  all  fort  of  falvation 
)tion  to  the  loft  foul|  faying,  *'*  Chrift  came  to  feek 
that  which  .was  loll ;  and  that  we  are  not  redeemed 
nible  things,  fuch  as  fiWcr  and  gold,  but  with  the 
ood  of  Chrift." 

;  laft  head  propofed  was,  to  malce  ap;  lication.  Is 
the  gofpel,  as  a  word  of  blvation,  is  fent  to  every 
hears  it  ?  Then, 

ce  fee  the  kindncfs  of  God  in  Chrift  to  fmners  of 
Why  hath  he  made  fuch  a  difference  between  fin- 
nd  finning  angels  ?  There  was  never  a  word  of  fal- 

to  angels  that  finned ;  no,  they  are  referved  in 
he  judgement  of  the  great  day ;  but  to  you,  *^  O 
call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men  ;  to  ycu  is 
th'u  JcAvation  fenU 

what  a  valuable  book  the  Bible  is,  which  contains 
f  falvation.  O  how  ought  we  to  fearch  the  fcrip- 
n  them  we  think,  and  think  aright  when  we  do  fo, 
^c  eternal  life  and  falvation  conveyed  to  us.  Why? 
I  of  Chrift ;  and  we  ought  efpecially  to  fearch  out 
)f  eternal  life,  the  words  of  falvation  tha^  lie  there, 
lice  fee  what  a  valuable  blefiing  the  gofpel  is,  and 
;tion  thereof,  and  how  welcome  a  gofpel  miniftry 
nto  us  ;  *<  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are 
lierathat  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace!"  Rom.  x.  15. 

the  word  of  falvation.  How  fad  is  it  when  the 
Icrs  have  not  beautiful  feet,  when  they  defile  their 
ping  into  the  puddle  of  defe£lion  and  corruption, 
e  j)Oor  fouis  to  naufeate  the  very  gofpel  preached 
nci  how  fad  is  it  when  thefe  that  profefs  to  preacii 
f  pence,  have  their  feet  defiled  in  the  puddle  of  er- 
lefirable  is  it,  when  they  have  both  the  gofpel  of 
ir  .noutli,  and  beautiful  (hoes  upon  their  feet,  and 
h  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  with 
venation,  declining  to  walk  with  others  in  acourfe 

ice  fee  the  inexcufcaUenefs  of  unbelief  in  rejefling 
incc  it  Is  fent  to  everyone  that  hears  it.  Men  have 
r  the  r  unbe.icf,  no  ground  to  fay.  This  word  of 
not  fent  to  mr  5  yea,  it  is  fent  to  thee,  whofoevcr 

thou 


you,  v>r  unncr,  is  mc  aoor  oi  laivaiion  openc 
ilrairens  thl-  door,  whatever  do£tnnes  you  i 
hamper  tl.c  gofpcl-ofltr,  and  tend  to  make  you 
there  is  no  room  for  you,  no  acccfs  for  you,  yt 
that  either  to  be  no  gofpel  do£irine,  or  that  h 
niiitiire  accompanying  ir,  aa  you  ought  to  (hun 
becaufe  it  would  keep  you  bock  from  Qiiift  am 
Cfiiff  Hence  fee  the  ground  of  God^a  •oni 
dayi  together  with  an  antidote  againft  the  em 
the  day..  The  great  ground  of  Godia  cootrofet 
with  the  generation  we  live  among,  ia  their  leje 
of  falvation.  M^berefore  is  he  now  fpeuUog  in  i 
but  becaufe  we  will  not  heai)Len  to  him  tpeak 
Scotland  hath  been  deaf  to  the  word  of  God»ii 
ings  of  God.  Judicatories  have  been  deaf  to  thfl 
to  the  word  of  falvation,  calling  them  to  reform, 
the  Lord ;  deaf  to  any  tcftimony  lifted  up  foi 
and  the  whole  land  hath  been  deaf  to  the  voice 
gofpel.  And  what  if  God  now  thunder  and  roi 
aiid  fAy,  you  (hall  hear  at  the  deafeft  fidej  i 
hear  the  roice  of  the  word,  ydu  ihail  hear  th 
fword.  O  what  is  the  quarrel  ?  Why,  God  i 
my  beloved  Son,  hear  ye  him.:*'  No,  but  we 
him.  General  AiTernblics  have  refufcd  to  hi 
give  ear  more  to  a  patron,  or  a  great  man»  and 


3  doinfr ;  ibcrefore  we  may  Gt  Il'.ily  and  do  ncrhiri;, 
he  ffutter  of  our  falvarion- work^  cr  genera: io:i  wor^^ 
^erfonal  or  public  W3rk.  Why,  here  U  a  rjeluHoni 
nthu(iarm«  to  m-ike  the  Spirit  the  rule  oi  tV.ich  and 

not  the  vcrd  of  God.  Wben  God  fpake  to  Mofes 
:!  Sea,  fayingy  **  Sp? ak  to  the  people  that  the?  go 
What !  go  forward*  michr  uabciief  fay,  into  the 
>c  all  drowned  \  N^y,  ft^y  tii]  we  fee  the  water  dU 
io,  fays  God,  "  Sp?ak  to  the  pcopJc  that  thej  po 
'  and  in  j^ing  forward  at  the  word  and  call  of  Ood, 
8  call  and  word  th::  rule  of  faith  and  duty,  in  this 
were  to  find  the  fea  dlvui^rd  before  them.  To  wait 
!'5  working,   either  oQtwardJy  or  inwardly,  without 

the  call  of  bis  word,  and  going  forward  in  the  way 
I  to  w^it  without  a  warrant;  it  is  a  deiaHon,  a  tempt- 
r1.  You  are  to  mint  at  believing  the  word  of  faiva* 
o  you.  The  people  we  call  Quakers  f^ty,  they  ought 
y  till  the  Spirit  move  them,  making  the  inward  mo- 
le  Spirit,  and  not  the  word  of  God,  the  rule  of  duty. 

no  wonder  that  they  be  mifled  by  a  ddufire  fpirit  » 
rd  of  God  is  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  and  though  we 
ht  without  the  Spirit,  yet  the  Spirit  will  not  fight 

or  with  thofe,  that  will  not  take  his  fword  in  their 
lagh  we  can  do  nothing  without  the  Spirit,  yet  the 
do  nothing  without  the  word.    But  if  once  we  take 

of  the  Spirit  in  our  hand,  I  mean,  take  the  word 
!e,  and  mint  at  duty,  and  at  the  work  of  beiie?ing, 
fie  work  of  God,  according  to  the  dire£lion  of  the 
vod  ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  are  you  to  expedl  God 
)owerfully;;  for  out  of  his  own  road  he  willnot,  name- 
turn  away  your  car  from  hearing  his  word,  or  if  he 

bring  you  to  this  road  before  he  do  any  thing  more, 
b  fee  an  an  antidote  againft  all,  or  moll  of  all  the 
le  age  wherein  we  lire.  Here  is  an  antidote  againll 
il  error,  againft  all  profanity,  loofenefs,  and  luxury, 
,  and  debauchery,  .that  hare  been  long  running 
:  a  mighty  ftream,  through  all  ranks  of  perfons, 
hrone  to  the  dunghill,  in  every  corner  of  the  land. 
Id  remead  thcfc  evils  ?  Even  the  receiving;  of  thiv 
lat  is  fent  in  the  gofpel  to  us.  Unbelief  in  rejedk- 
vation,  which  is  a  falvation  from  all  fin  as  well  ag 
lis  unbelief  in  flighting  tl\p  Saviour  and  falvation,  is 

all  the  loofencfs  and  profanity  in  the  age.  Men 
this  root  that  lies  hid  under  ground.  Here  is  an 
ainfl  the  deifm  of  the  age.  Why  do  men  under-* 
criptures,  and  deny  the  neceflity  of  divine  fuper- 

natural 
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narural  rerelatlon?  Ekcii  bec^ufc  they  rt*]«£l  the  vorilaitJ* 
varion,  tbey  do  opt  fee  that  the  ^ofpel  only  is  the  word  cllilr 
vatian,  and  that  there  h  no  falv^ttofi  but  in  tb£  (aittio{<» 
bur  the  r^tith  of  ihh  word  wauld  cure  the  deifrts  of  til ^' 
Here  h  an  antidote  againft  ArminUmfm-i  f or  falvaw C( 
not  of  the  free  will  of  man,  but  of  the  free  grace  of  Co^ill ' 
word  t^i  f^il tuition  fent  to  uf.  Here  h  an  antidote  i£iB 
Arunir^n.  Would  any  foul  d^ny  th€  fuprcmc  deity  ofOA 
and  hiji  proper  difinlty^  if  they  behcvcdj  that  with  hiffuKil*  f 
wotd»  of  cti^rn^l  lift,  and  that  a  word  from  his  mouii^i^i  I 
word  of  fal ration  ?  Ifl  xJv*  22.  "  Look  unto  me,  aisd  be  pi*  I 
ve*l,  jH  ihc  ends  of  the  earth;  for  I  am  Go^^  and  there iiM  I 
«!fc/*  Here  is  an  antidote  ugainft  Aminomianifni  \  forbtwl 
faUitioEi  we  are  not  faved  to  fm  and  to  wickcdneri^,  ^ndbtesl 
th*r  bw  of  God ;  but  faved  from  fin  and  wickedocf^  IT*! 
gofptJ  hiding  %  word  of  complete  f;alvnt)on,  the  grace  ofW  I 
therein  appears  to  alJ  mcn^  teaching  cS^ftively  what  the kfl 
does  pfrceptively^  namely,  to  deny  ungodlinef^  and  newkT 
lufts,  and  ro  live  fobcrly,  righteoully,  and  godly,  in  this  p  | 
fcnt  evil  world,  itcre  is  an  antidote  againft  Icgalifrrij  orX«*l 
nomianifm,  as  fome  call  it,  which  turns  iht:  gofpel  to  anc* 
law,  and  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  it  were,  to  a  covenant ol 
works.  This  text  and  do<Srine  fhcws,  that  we  are  no:  favtd 
by  a  work,  but  by  a  word  -,  not  by  any  work  of  ours,  but  by 
a  word  fcnt  from  God  to  us,  even  a  word  of  falvation  :  "Not 
by  works  of  righteoufncfs  which  we  have  done,  but  according 
to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,"  Tit.  iii.  5.  See  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Here 
alfo  is  an  antidote  ujraind  ignorant  preachers  of  the  gofpelt 
that  confound  the  marks  of  faith  with  the  grounds  of  faith, 01 
tlie  evidences  of  faith  with  the  warrant  of  faith,  or  the  coadi' 
tion  of  the  covenant  with  the  qualities  of  the  covenanted,  ai 
if  the  j^ofpel  call  were  only  to  faints,  or  to  finncrs  fo  and  ft 
qualiiicd  ;  and  fo,  le.\ding  men  in  to  themfclves  for  a  grounc 
of  fait!\  initead  of  leading  them  out  of  themfclves  to  Chrlft 
exhibited  to  them  in  r.  word  of  falvation  fent  to  them  Th< 
gcfpel  method  or  falvation  is  the  reverfe  of  all  the  legal  Ich.mc 
in  the  world.  The  legal  (train  fuppofes  always  fome  ^-.hjc 
quality  about  the  finner,  before  he  be  allowed  to  meddK  wid 
the  word  of  falvation,  and  fo  Ihuts  the  door  of  the  g-  p^'i 
which  it  pretends  to  open.  But  the  gofpel  ilrain  bringa  iti^ 
word  of  falvation  freely  to  every  fmner's  door,  and  fupp^'.- 
]iim  '•o  be  deilitute  of  all  good  qualities  whatfoever,  and  Ici^^-i 
no  room  to  any  finner  to  hy,  I  am  not  allowed  to  come:  in. 

']t/:Iyt  Hence  fee  liow  much  it  concerns  all  and  every  one 
to  try  and  exan/me  what  entertainment  they  have  given  th 
word  of  falvation  that  is  font  to  them.  Have  you  received  K 
or  not,  in  a  t^iwr.^  nk-^^  t 
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i .  Have  you  received  it  as  the  word  of  God,  the  word  by 
ay  of  cmincncy,  the  word  of  God  in  Chrift,  i  ThefT.  ii.  13. 
id  received  it  not  as  the  word  of  man,  of  this  or  tliat  man ; 
jt,  as  it  is  in  truth,  the  word  of  God?  &c* 

2.' Have  you  received  it  as  a  word  of  falvation,  or  as  a  faith- 
il  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  both  as  a  truth  and 
I  a  good  ?  This  reception  of  it  fuppofes  a  view  you  have  of 
)ur  being  a  loft  (inner  welcoming  a  Saviour. 

3.  Have  you  received  it  as  the  word  of  this  falvation,  a  pre- 
nt  falvation,  a  particular  falvation  ?  This  particular  falvation 
om  (in  and  wrath  that  you  need,  this  near  falvation ;  **  I 
ing  near  my  righteoufnefs  to  the  ftout*hearted,  and  far  from 
ghtcoufncfs;  my  falvation  fliall  not  tarry,"  If.  xlvi.  I2.  13- 
\\8  great  falvation,  this  purchafed  falvation,  this  promifed 
Ivation,  this  offered  falvation,  prefently  offered.  F^ith  fixes 
)on  fomething  prefent.    You  need  not  fay,  Rom.  x.6 — 8.^ 

Who  will  afcend  to  heaven,  &c.  the  word  is  nigh,"  &€• 
gain, 

4.  Have  you  received  it  as  a  fent  falvation,  as  God*s  fend^ 
Grod's  gift,  fenc  by  the  hand  of  his  ambafiTadors,  fent  free- 
and  fovcreignly,  without  your  feeking  after  it,  fent  out  of 

c  ftorehoufc  of  divine  grace. 

5.  Have  you  received  it  as  fent  to  finners,  to^^nners  in  ge- 
;ral  ?  For  here  is  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  .to  all  people. 

Upon  this  mountain  (hall  the  Lord  of  holts  make  unto  all 
ople  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  of  wines  on  the  lees,".  &c.  If.xxvi.6. 

6.  Have  you  received  it  as  fent  unto  you  in  particular  ? 
3  you,  finners,  fays  the  general  difpenfation  :  To  thee,  fin- 
r,  in  particular,  fays  the  particular  offer :  "  Whofoevcr  will, 
:  him  come."  Haft  thou  then  received  it,  as  fent  to  thee, 
ough  2l  guilty  finiier ;  to  thee,  though  a  vile  Cnner  ?  Haft 
ou  entertained  it  with  a  me,-  me,  of  particular  application, 
jfing.  Here  is  an  offer  to  me,  a  gift  to  me,  a  promife  from 
raven  to  me  ?  Haft  thou  found  thyfelf  called  by  name,  and 
id,  I  am  warranted  to  take  hold  of  Chrlil,  and  the  falvation 
\  brings  with  him,  in  this  word  of  falvation ;  and  even  fo  I 
ke  him  at  his  word,  *'  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  my  unbe« 
rf  ?"  Have  you  hereupon  found  the  virtue  of  this  word,  as 
word  of  falvation,  faving  you  from  your  doubts  and  fears, 
ving  you  from  your  bonds  and  fetters,  faving  you  from  your 
;]plefs  and  hopelefs  condition,  and  making  you  to  hope  for 
»mplete  falvation  from  fin  and  mifery  ?  Have  you  found  faU 
tion  begun  in  the  faith  of  the  word  of  falvation,  and  being 
igotten  to  a  lively  hope  thereby  ?  And  does  this  hope  begin 
I  purify  yoiir  heart,  and  this  faith  begin  to  work  by  love  to 
(jd,  and  hatred  of  fin,  and  of  yourfcit  for  fin  ?  And  is  your 
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contintia)  recourfe  to  this  word  of  iahation,  or  to  the  promife 
of  God  in  C3irift,  for  all  your  faWation  ? 

8/^/^9  Hence  fee  what  matter  of  joy  and  pnife  believers  harci 
who  have  been  determined  thus  to  entertain  the  word  of  fid- 
ration  ;  for  when  the  word  of  falration  is  received  through 
grace,  then  the  work  of  fahratton  i*  begun  :  and  you  need  be 
in  no  uneafinefs  now,  though  you  be  called  to  work  out  tlie 
work  of  your  falvation  with  fear  and  tremUing  ;  becaufe  it  ii 
God  that  workcth  i»  you  both  to  will  and  to  do.  He  that  hath 
begun  the  good  work  in  you,  will  perfeA  it  unto  the  day  of 
the  Lord.  The  word  of  falvation  may  be  unto  thee^  0  be- 
lieveri  the  word  of  confolation  all  the  days  of  your  Hfc :  idt 
it  is  a  word  of  falvation,  not  only  from  the  finfnl  ftate  and  mi* 
fcrable  ftate  you  was  in,  but  it  is  a  word  of  falvarion  alfo 
bringing  the  good  news  of  falvation  in  every  cafe  ;  falvation 
irom  the  devil,  tbc  world,  and  the  ilefli ;  falvation  and  deS- 
verance  from  the  hands  of  all  your  enemies ;  filvatioB  ffom 
the  (ling  of  death,  falvation  from  the  terror  of  judgement,.  U* 
vation  from  the  curie  of  the  law,  and  from  die  guik  of  all 
your  fins ;  (ahratio«i  not  only  from  all  evil,  but  falvadon  to 
eternal  life ;  for  the  word  of  falvation  you  have  received  and 
entertained  tjirough  grace,  contains  all  the  words  of  eternal 
life.  The  word  of  falvation  is  the  word  of  life  for  vou>  when 
under  deadnefe,  and  the  word  of  liberty  for  you,  wnea  under 
b6ndage  ^  a  word  of  reft  for  youy  when  under  wearinefs  %  a 
word  of  relief  for  you,  when  under  diftrsfs  of  whatfoever  fort. 
It  is  a  word  of  falvation  confirmed  with  the  oaths  of  God, 
*'  That  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  is  impoffibk 
for  God  to  lie,  they  might  have  ilrong  confolation,  who  have 
fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet  before  them." 

^thhi  Hence  fee  matter  for  terror  to  thofe  that  negledi  this 
great  falvation  that  is  fern  to  them  by  this  word.  '*  How  (hail 
they  efcape  who  neglcA  fo  great  a  falvation,**  and  a  falvation 
come  fo  near  to  them  ?  O  fmner,  it  is  a  falvation  fent  to  yonr 
houfe,  and  will  jqm  rrjeflit?  falvation  fent  to  your  foul; 
a  word  of  falvation  (enc  to  your  hand  to  receive  it,  and  will 
you  rcjtft  it  ?  a  word  of  falvation  fent  to  your  car,  fayiogi  j  \ 
*^  But  hear,  and  your  foul  fhall  live;"  A  word  of  falration 
fent  to  your  heart,  and  by  k  God  is  knocking  at  the  dooi  of 
your  heart :  O  will  you  refufe  him  that  fpeaketh  from  hea- 
ven ?  See  Heb.  xii.  25.  If  you  will  not  hear  God's  word  o( 
grace  in  the  gofpcl,  faying,  *♦  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  fal- 
vation fent  'y'  you  muft  lay  your  account  to  hear  his  word  of  ^ 
wrath  in  the  law,  faying,  yea,  fwearing  in  his  wrath,  that 
you  {\r.\\\  not  enter  into  his  reft.  If  you  have  no  fear  of  God, 
as  it  is  ill  the  verfe  where  my  text  lies  i  if  you  fhall  never  be 
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lerfuaded  to  fear  the  LoFd,  and  his  goodnefs  manirefted  ia  the 
if<mi  of  falvation  fent  to  70U1  you  muft  laj  your  account  to 
ear  the  Lord  and  his  wrath,  xnanifelled  ia  the  word  of  con- 
lemnatiouy  whidi  the  law  prooouaces  agtinft  them  that  be- 
iere  not  the  gofpel,  John  iii.  18.  '^  He  that  believetb  not 
s  condemned  already. **  And  there  is  no  efcaping  this  fen* 
ence  of  condemnation^  but  by  receiving  the  word  of  falva- 
ion. 

lOtUj^  Hence  fee  how  much  it  Is  the  intereft  of  everyone  to 
eceivie,  and  entercain,  and  welcome  this  word  of  fakation. 
'  O  bear,  that  ?our  fouls  may  live."  Hear  the  joyful  found 
)f  falvation,  O  loft  periihing  finneri  before  the  door  of  mercy 
« (hut,  and  the  day  of  grace  be  over.    Confider, 

I.  What  fort  of  a  Calvation  is  offered  to  you.  It  is  a  fpiritual 
alvation,  the  falvation  of  the  immortal  fouL  *<  What  (hall  a 
dan  profit,  though  he  gain  the  whole  world,  if  he  lofe  his  own 
3ul?"  If  you  would  not  lofe  and  ruin  your  foula,  O  receive  the 
rord  of  falvation.  It  is  a  coftly  falvation,  it  comes  running  in 
be  channel  of  the  blood  of  Clurift.  It  is  brought  to  your  hand^ 
nd  free  to  you,  however  dear  bought  by  the  Redeemer.  You 
lave  nothing  to  pay  for  it ;  the  price  of  it  ia  paid  already ;  the 
oodition  is  fulfilled.  It  is  t  complete  falvation,  falvation 
rem  every  thing  you  need  to  be  faved  from  ;  falvation  from 
nbelief,  enmity,  atheifm,  heart-hardnefs,  heart-deadnefs, 
nd  every  thing  that  you  make  an  objeAion  againft  receiving 
f  this  falvation*  You  (ay  you  cannot  believe,  you  cannot  ic« 
ent ;  but  would  you  be  faved  from  your  unbelief  and  impeni- 
mce  i  This,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  falvation  is  (ent  to 
ou,  when  the  word  of  (alvation  is  (ent.  Will  you  welcome 
Saviour  to  fave  you  from  all,  to  be  wifdom,  and  righteouf- 
eCi,  and  fanftificatioo,  and  redemption,  and  all  to  you  jp  It  is 
Q  everlafting  falvation.  Would  you  be  happy  after  deaths 
nd  have  an  eternity  of  happinefs  r  Life  and  immortality  is 
rought  CO  light  by  this  word  of  falvation.  O  poor  dying  fin- 
er, confider  what  an  everalafting  falvation  this  is. 

2.  Confider  what  need  thou  haft  of  this  falvation.  Thou 
aft  a  dark  mind,  and  needeft  falvatbn  from  that  darknefs  and 
rnorance.  Thou  haft  a  guilty  confcience,  and  needeft  falva- 
on  from  that  guUr.  Thou  haft  a  hard  heart,  and  needeft  fal- 
ition  from  that  hardnefs.  Thou  haft  a  powerful  and  ftrong 
smiption,  and  needeft  (alvation  from  that.  Thou  haft  a  cor- 
ipt  nature,  and  needeft  falvation  from  that.  Thou  haft  ma- 
y  heart-plagues,  and  needeft  falvation  from  thefe  plagues,  and 
caHnff.  Behold  all  this  fidvation,  and  infinitely  more,  comes 
ith  the  word  of  falvatioq  i  no  falvation  thou  needeft  is  ex- 
ipted*    Thy  need  is  greaty  death  is  at  hand|  judgement  at 
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',  .  f.  \:>«-  5?  :Sc  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  falra* 
.  -  •.>.  ^  ^i  be  no  word  in  the  day  of  judgement  to  fin* 
rsf^  N*'  '  ^•^'•^  ®^  condemnation :  *•  Depart  from  me,  ye 
^^«^i^^.  inv  tferlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
*  ^  .V '  5^?  no'Wy  in  the  day  of  falyation,  is  fent  to  you  this 
^^^•^  ^  4JB^<Ationi  noW|  now  is  the  day,  and  perhaps  now^or 

^  vVttfuler  what  a  firm  ground  this  word  of  falvation  is 
*N  -iVth  to  believe  upon.     It  is  the  word  bf  God,  the  God 
.Vi^  cmnot  lie.     It  is  ratified  by  an  oath  of  God.     It  is  a 
^sH^  confirmed  by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  It  is  a  word 
^L^ed  by  the  Three  that  bear  record  in  heaven.  It  is  a  word 
lA*Xcn  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  "He  that 
iKich  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  faith  to  the 
vharches.     The  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  Come ;"  come  and 
hear  this  word  of  falvation  ;  come  and  believe  ;  come  and  ap- 
ply to  thyfelf  what  is  offered  to  thee. 

4.  Confider  the  good  warrant  you  have   to  intermeddle 
with  this  word  of  falvation.     It  is  fent  to  you  on  purpofe  that 
you  may  believe  it  with  application  to  yourfelf ;  and  that  every 
one  of  you,  thou  man,  thou  woman,  may  take  it  home  to  thy 
own  heart ;  for  to  the«  is  the  word  of  f<iIvation  fent.    To  thee 
is  this  love-letter  fent  from  heaven.     Read  the  indorfement, 
and  fee  if  it  be  not  to  thee.     It  is  backed  to  thee,  O  guilty  fin- 
ncr,  faying,  Chrirt  came  to  fave  finners.     It  is  backed  to  thee, 
O  inhabitant  of  the  earth,  that  art  not  yet  in  hell;   "  Look  to 
me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth."    It  is  backed 
to  thee,  O  fcorner,  that  haft  hitherto  been  a  mocker  of  God 
and  godlincfs,  Prov.  i.  20.  22.  23.    It  is  backed  to  thee,  O  re- 
bellious finner.    If  thou  wert  excepted,  all  mankind  would  be 
fo.     Behold  Chrift  hath  afcended  up  on  high,  led  captivi^ 
captive,  and  received  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious,  that 
God  the  Lord  might  dwell  among  them.    It  is  backed  to  thee, 
O  black  and  bloody  finncr,  Ifa.  xviii.  "  Come  now,  and  let  us 
reafon  top;ether,  faith  the  Lord  -,  though  your  fins  be  as  fcar- 
Ict,  they  Ihall  be  white  as  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crim- 
fon,  they  ihall  be  as  wool.*'     It  is  backed  to  thee,  O  finner, 
that  art  thirfting  after  other  things  than  Chrii>,  Ifa.  Iv.  1.  2. 
**  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come.     Wherefore  fpcnd  yc 
your  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ?"  &c.   Wherefore  do 
ye  thirft  and  pant  after  other  things  that  cannot  give  you  fatis- 
faftion  ?  Yea,  it  is  backed  for  thee,  O  unhumblcd,  uncon- 
vinced finner.     Say  not,  that  cannot  concern  thee,  bccaufe 
thou  art  not  convinced  of  thy  fin.     O,  the  word  of  falvation 
comes  even  to  thee  alfo,  Rev.  iii.  18.  "1  counfel  thee  to  buy 
of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,"  &c.  even  thee,  that,  as  in  thi 

preceding 


Tke  Word  of  Salvation.  589 

preceding  verfe,  art  faying  that  thou  art  rich  and  increafed 
with  goods,  and  ftand  in  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knoweft  noty 
that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked.  Unconcerned  (inner,  to  thee,  even  to  thee,  is 
the  word  of  this  falvation  fent.  Is  this  love-letter  backed  for 
thee  ?  O  then,  know,  that  though  you  have  no  will,  you  have 
a  warrant  to  receive  it,  and  Chrid  in  it.  If  you  rejedl  this 
word  of  falvation,  it  is  either  becaufe  you  will  not,  or  dare; 
nof)  or  cannot  receive  it. 

If  you  fay  you  will  not  take  it  to  you,  then  remember  you 
are  willingly  fubfcribing  your  own  doom.  And  I  takeinftru- 
ments  againd  yoU,  that  you  will  not  have  falvation,  you  will 
not  come  to  Chrift  that  you  may  have  life ;  you  are  prefer- 
ring fome  bafe  luft  to  the  Lord  of  glory,  and  fo  preferring,  of 
cdnfequence,  damnation  to  falvation,  death  to  life. 

If  it  be  not  a  will  of  obftinacy,  but  impotency,  faying,  O  if 
mv  will  were  fubdued ;  behold  the  word  of  falvation  comes 
with  falvation  from  that  plague  of  unwillingnefs,  faying,  '*Thy 
people  (hall  be  willing  in  tlie  day  of  thy  power*  And  to  you 
is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent^  that  you  may  welcome  it  \ 
and  fo  far  as  you  welcome  it,  fo  far  are  you  willing. 

If  you  fay  you  dare  not  take  the  word  to  yourfelf  as  a  word 
of  falvation  to  you ;  why  dare  you  not  to  do  what  God  offers 
you  ?  How  durft  you  fm  againft  God  when  he  forbade  you  ? 
And  now  you  dare  not  take  his  word  for  your  falvation,  when 
he  bids  you  I  How  4uf ft  you  venture  on  his  fury  againft  his 
command  ?  And  now  you  dare  not  venture  on  his  favour, 
through  Chri(t,  at  his  call  and  command.  Was  it  not  enough 
to  o(Fend  his  judice  ?  and  will  you  venture  now  to  flight  his 
mercy  ?  This  is  worfc  than  all  your  former  fins,  to  refufe  fal- 
vation that  he  offers  from  the  guilt  of  all. 

If  you  fay  you  cannot,  becaufc  of  utter  impotency ;  that 
(hall  be  no  (top.  You  cannot  believe,  you  cannot  come  to 
Chrift  *,  but  as  the  word  of  falvation  is  fent  to  you,  fo  falva- 
tion is  come  to  you,  becaufe  you  cannot  come  to  it.  The  Sa- 
iriour  is  come  to  you,  becaufe  you  cannot  come  tojiim.'  Are 
70U  for  him  ?  The  word  of  falvation  is  a  word  of  power ;  and 
drawing  power  is  in  it,  to  draw  you  that  cannot  come.  "  When 
I  am  lifted  up,  I  will  draw  all  men  after  me."*  Are  you  will- 
\Ti%  to  be  drawn  ?  Then  the  word  of  falvation  hath  fo  far  taken 
cSeA  upon  you,  as  to  remove  your  u n will inp;nefs,  and  to  make 
3rou  willing.  Look  for  another  pull  of  omnipotency  \  for  the 
'Word  of  falvation  is  a  word  of  omnipotency ;  it  is  the  almighty 
ixrord  of  the  almighty  God.  Saving  power,  drawing  power,  is 
in  it. .  Welcome  it  as  fuch,  and  in  due  time  you  (hall  be  able 
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a§  wdl  as  wUlingp  Your  faith  n  not  to  be  a£ltd  in  the  fcnie 
of  fcrlf-abtliry  and  fufficiency,  buit  in  tlie  fcnfcof  rdf-m^lttlirf 
and  tufu^kiency.  Our  fuFidency  is  of  Godt  falvatioQUof 
God^  "  All  things  arc  of  God,"  %  Cot,  ¥.  18.  "  wtoM 
given  ra  Its  the  tuminry  of  reconciliation,''  and  g'(V€n  10  toi 
thk  word  of  J^lration  ;  and  it  cont;ains  ^\\  your  fa3vitioD.  kd 
if  any  part  of  it  were  left  to  youj  it  would  not  coataia  iH 
your  filvMion,  What  you  cannot  do,  thi*  C^Iration  caoi  tho* 
tore  receive  it,  and  blefs  God  for  it^  that  /#  ym  u  the  mwii 
tbii  falvatkn  fmt^ 
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\jer^Jperfi8  heauty^Jree  ac* 
r»  ankfiUi/eairity,  thrtugb 
Mutation  of  Cbrifi*s  perfiS 
ufnefs^  though  imparted 
V  imperfcS* 

PT  foul,  Jehovab*8  bride, 
:  L.ainb*s  beloTcd  (poiiity 
ifolation's  flowing  ti4e 
ufband  thee  allows, 
lough.likc  thy  father*snce, 
jre  black  at  hell ; 
{o  beantifyid  by  grace, 
ufband  lores  to  dwell, 
e  moon  thy  robei  Hf  pear, . 
rraces  are  iDdreft: 
fie  fun,  while  found  to  wear 
afl>and's  rfghteottTttefs. 
i-like  graces,  ehaimng  iitiicb, 
ere  and  there  a  (pot : 
ike  glory  is  not  fttch, 
ifband  changes  not. 
:  and  mddy  vefturc  fair 
the  rofy  leaf; 

r  ten  thoufand  beauties  rare 
iifband  is  the  chief. 
ith  the  fun,  thy  robesof  light 
jming  rays  outlhine ; 
s  of  heaven  are  not  fo  bright, 
jiband  decks  thee  fine, 
cilifh  finoke  thy  duties  (lain, 
I  deform  thee  quite, 
:y*t  merit  maket-  thee  clean, 
ulband's  beauty  white, 
'rs  and  tears,  nor  pure,  nor 
od, 

:  and  loatheTom^eem ; 
by  dipping  in  his  blood, 
afband's  hig(h  cAeem. 
lou  Oarre,  though  wants  be 
-at, 
thou  art  complete: 


Thy  huMry  iM  mty  hapcftil  iiiic« 

Tfcy  Ha  Ansd  tivet  llMt  omkI 
Thy  money,  nerit,  pawV,  and  fidl| 

Were  Iqiuuidef^^  by  thy  M  ; 
Yet,  having  liothtiig  in  tkyftif; 

THyHulbMidbthydL 
Law-precepCi,  threitsyanf  beHi-bdet 

To  crare  of  thee  their  doe; 
Butf  juftice  far  thy  double  ddM 

ThyHuibanddSdiiwftit. 
Though  jaflice  ftem  tt  SMcb  Moflf 
.  As  mercy  toaGed; 
Yet  juftice  iUCer'd  ketfe  a»  m^tm. 

Thy  HelbaMi^s  bMk  WM  Ife^ 
He  bore  i;he  load  of  wratlk  ale«Me^ 

That  mercy  migirt  take  tew ; 
HeaT'n*t  pointed  arrewtail  ofMi 

Thy  HuftMMid*s  heart  were  fpcac. 
No  partial  pay  could  joAice  IMU, 

No  farthing  was  retreiich*d ; 
Vengeance  e»^d  all,  oatU 

Thy  Hufband  aU  adVaacU 
He  paid  in  liquid  golden  ret; 

Each  mite  the  tow  ieqmr*d, 
Tiff,  with  ■  bad,  *Tif  Haiiliedv 

Thy  Hoftand's  bresith  expired* 
No  piocefs  more  the  law  can  *tenC  f    . 

Thou  ftifid'ft  withont  tU  verge. 
And  may*ll  at  pleafure  now  pr«£nt 

Thy  HuA>and*s  fail  dUchaTge. 
Though  oew-contra^led  goiit  beget 

New  fears  of  diTtne  ire ; 
Yet  fear  thou  'not,  thongh  drown'd  in 
debt, 

Thy  Hufband  ia  the  payer. 
God  might  in  rigour  thee  indite 

Of  higheft  crimes  aad  flawi ; 
But  on  thy  bead  no  cnrfe  can  ligjht. 

Thy  Hulband  is  the  caolc. 

^  Chrlf 
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Htipf  arid  Il^aier, 

T\EAR  Rnil,  when  aU  the  human  net 

Ij3y  wtil^ring  ta  their  gorv, 
Vafl  nuf£il>er(  in  thtt  dU'm&i  c&lc 

Thy  Hufbind  pifTtd  o>r* 
But  ptiYr  ^^y  ^^^  he  thoufands  ptfs, 

And  fcC  hit  hcirt  dn  thcc  ? 
The  dccp^  the  IcarchlciTs  rcafoo  waj. 

Thy  Hufb&Qd*^  tovt;  i&  free. 
The  foritiK  of  faTour,  niimc^  of  gracej 

And  offices  of  lo¥e, 
Ha  beiTi  for  thee,  with  open  face. 

Thy  Hu(b4i3d*&  kiDdn^f's  prore, 
"Ciuilt  d^irJ^J^cfs  hbckj^iifl  error  btiad, 

Tboy  imi\  a  fun  and  ihirld  ; 
And  to  reveal  the  Father"^  mlndi 

Thy  Hufband-Prophet  feard. 
He  like-wife,  Ui  proctirt:  thy  peacCt 

And  favcfrom  fin\  arrertj 
Rufign'd  himjelf  a  fjciifice  ; 

Thy  HufbAiid  ii  thy  I'j-icft. 
And  limt  he  might  t]jy  wLli  inljedi. 

And  Iwcctly  cjptivt:  bnii^, 
Thy  Gns  hibduc,  hts  (.Ijront;  trcft, 

Thy  Hiilband  is  thv  Km;:;* 
Though  Dum'raas  and  jllaulting  foesj 

'J'hy  joyful  peace  may  mar, 
And  thou  sthouUnii  battles  lyfc, 

"I'liy  HuJliand  ^viiistheVar. 
Hdl**  farce  J,   whi^h   thy   mind   ap- 
pall, 

His  arm  can  Hion  difpatcli  ; 
Mow  llrnijg  rtjc'tr,  ytt  for  rhtm  :i!l 

Thy  Hi-itbacid's  mors,  than  maitli. 
Though  fecrct  htSU  witb  bid  cu;iiE:lt, 

By  btavy  groani  tcVf^ilM, 
And  divirs  raj^u  :    yT;t,  do  thirir  btill, 

I'hy  Htifbirjd  k^-tps  the  fitdd, 
when  in  dizfrrt^aEi's  tvinnij  durkj 

Thy  Iltps  are  apt  to  fi  idt* 
Hls  cundni:!  £eic,  luscufmlH  matk. 

Thy  Huiband  is  thy  guide. 
In  doubts,  rt^Doiiiiciu;;  icll-coaceit, 

Hii  word  and  S;  liil  pt  Jze  : 
He  never  counftll'd  wronj;  as  yet, 

Tliy  Hulband  is  To  v;if(  • 
When  weak,  thy  rcftige  l-td  at  hand, 

Yet  cannot  iiin  i.hc  h  n^ih  ; 
'Tis  prcfent  pow'r  to  undci  (land 

Thy  l-lufband  is  ihy  Ibength. 
When  r'iaktn<;Uor;ns  annoy  ihy  hcaitj 

-U'.s  word  ,ommj'-ui  a  c;i'.ir  . 


When  bkedlog  wdoitdi^  ti  eit;  t%  « 
fm^nri , 

Thy  Hulband'i  fcifiod  b  fcilisi. 
Tnilt  crcAturei ,  t\ar  i^  hcly  thy  ihratl 

Nor  to  affiiage  thy  grief  J 
Ufa  mean 5,  bat  look  bey utul  thes  4 

Thy  Huihajid't  ihy  Ps^%L 
If  p  e^iv'ii  preftril»c  a  futeer  kl^ 

Fret  nat  with  froward  wU ; 
7^»  carrtase  may  thy  cure  pnm^; 

Thy  H«ib?.nd  wants  ao  fltill- 
He  Ices  the  fore,  he  knowi  the  csrf 

Wiii  mon adapted  he; 
,*Tii  then  mo  ft  reajoriaM«,riir£» 

Thy  Huibaiid  choofe  fof  iKrt. 
Friendship  ii  in  his  chuHlfemzats^ 

And  favour  m  hb  frovcis ; 
Tin; nee   jwdge   oot   then,  m  ks^i 
pUmts, 

Thy  Hufband  thee  dUow'M. 
The  deeper  hU  Iharp  kncet  |5, 

In  ripping  up  thy  wouad. 
The  more  thy  healing  (hall  amo 

Thy  liiilbind*s  pr^iit  tt^djunik 


Jkiu^  und  twe^khj  Frk-td. 

LTIND  Jcfut  empties  whom  WW  U 

V±M\  do^vn  \\'h*7m  he  will  raiir , 

He  c^iiirkcns  whom  ht:  (tcxn$  t«i  ki.K, 

'I'hy  Hulbiiid  thiii  l^ts  p-^ifc. 
When  awhtl  rods  aic  in  his  hand, 

Therc'.^  metiry  in  his  mind  ; 
When  clondi  opon  h;s  br^w  do  ftis^* 

Thy  Huthmd's  heart  is  kiud* 
J II  viiinus  tbangfs  to  and  fro, 

Hk  11  evtr  ct>nltant  prove  ; 
Nufian  his  kindnef^  Lomt  and  ^c, 

Thy  HtJfhai-J's  namt'  ij*  Lovc^ 
Hif  friends  in  moft  atfliLled  lot 

His  tavdin  molt  havu  fdt; 
For  V.  h'jii  th_-y  Vc  tty  'd  in  fumrc  na'; 

Thy  Husband's  bowels  mrit. 
Wlien  he  his  b.idc  or  wound?  orhea!:, 

H^aj^-kir-diiuTj  dot>  him  mors; 
Aiid  wraps  iu  frowns,  as  wellasimirfj? 

Thy  Huiband'siaOiug  love. 
In's  hand  no  cuic  could  ever  fail, 

Tliough  of  a  hopclcfs  lUte, 
He  can  in  u..rp'r;itc  cafes  heal, 

Thy  Huiband's  art's  fo  ^icat. 
I'hc  mcdi^ii\c  ht-  did  prepare 

C.^Ti't  Jail  lo  Wojk  -or  good  : 
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Thy  Holband*s  fmnv^  blood ; 
^liidi  freely  fmn  hh  broached  breaft 

Gn(h*d  oot  like  pent^p  fire. 
3Iis  cures  are  beft,  his  wages  Icaft, 

Thy  Huiband  takes  no  hire. 
Thoo  baA  no  worth,  no  inight«  no 

His  &Tottr  to  procure  :  [^>od, 

3ot  fee  his  ftore,  hh  pow*r,  his  blood; 

Thy  Hufband's  ne?er  poor. 
'Hmtfelf  he  humbled  wondroufly 

Once  to  the  lowed  pitch, 
*That  bankrupts  through  his  poverty 

Thy  Hafband  might  enrich. 
Sis  treafure  is  more  excellent 

Than  hills  of  Ophir  gold ; 
In  telling  (lore  were  ages  fpent. 

Thy  Hufband's  cann*t  be  told. 
All  things  that  fly  on  wings  of  fame, 

Compar*d  w«th  this,  are  drofs  ; 
For  (earchlefs  riches  in  his  name 

Thy  Hafband's  doth  mgroft. 
*rhc  great  Immakuel,  God-Man, 

Includes  fuch  ftore  divine ; 
Angeb  and  faints  will  never  fcan 
■    Thy  Hu(bjnd's  golden  mine. 
He*s  full  of  grace  and  truth  indeed. 

Of  Spirit,  merit,  might ; 
Of  all  the  wealth  that  bankrupts  need 

Thy  Hn(band*s  hen-  by  right, 
Thouj^h  htaiL*n's  his  throne,  he  came 
from  thence 

To  fcek  aitd  fate  the  loft  : 
Whatever  be  the  vaft  expence* 

Thy  Hu(band*s  at  the  coft. 
Pleas*d  to  expend  each  drop  of  blood. 

That  fill*d  his  royal  veins. 
He  frank  the  facrcd  victim  ftriod ; 

Thy  Huft>and  fparM  no  pains. 
His  coft  immcnfe  was  in  thy  place, 

Thy  freedom  coft  his  thiill ; 
Thy  glory  coft  him  deep  difgrace. 

Thy  Huft^and  paid  tor  all. 


^ie  Believer's  fafety  under  the  co» 
vert  ofQbrift's  atoning  blood  aud 
powerful  intereeffion, 

WHEN  Hcav'n  proclaim^  hot  war 
and  wrath. 

And  fin  increas*d  the  ftrifc ; 
By  lich  obedience  unto  death. 

Thy  Huft)and  bought  ihv  life. 
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Bnt  on  iheic  noble  terms, 
"^liich  zUthat  prize  are  hopg*d  amidft 

Thy  Huft>and*s  folded  arms. 
VThen  law  condemns,  and  jnftice  too 

To  prifon  would  thee  hale  ; 
As  furettcs  kind  for  bankrupts  do, 

Thy  Huft»nd  oflers  bail. 
God  on  thefe  terms  is  recondrd. 

And  thou  his  heart  haft  won  ; 
In  Chrift  thou  art  his  lavnurM  child. 

Thy  Huft»nd  is  his  Son. 
Vindi^ive  wrath  is  whole  appeased. 

Thou  nccd*ft  not  then  be  mov'd  ; 
Im  Jffw  aixvays  be*t  xveii  fUjj^J^ 

Thy  Huft)and*$  his  Brlovd, 
What  can  be  laid  unto  thy  charge, 

When  God  does  not  condemn  ? 
Bills  of  complaint  though  foes  enlarge, 

Thy  Hufband  anfwers  them. 
When  fear  thy  guilty  mind  confounds, 

Full  comfort  this  may  yield ; 
Thy  ranfom-bill  withblOod  and  wounds 

Thy  Huft>jnd  kind  has  fcaPd. 
His  promifc  is  the  fair  extras 

Thou  haft  at  hand  to  ftiew ; 
Stem  jnftice  can  no  more  exa^. 

Thy  Huft>and  paid  its  due. 
No  terms  he  left  thee  to  fulfil, 

No  clog  to  mar  thy  faith  ; 
His  bond  is  fign'd,  his  latter-will 

Thy  Huftnnd*s  fealM  by  death. 
The  great  condition  of  the  band 

Of  promife  and  of  blifs. 
Is  wrought  by  him,  and  brought  to 
hand, 

Thy  Huft>and*s  righteoufneTs. 
When  therefore  prefs'd  in  time   of 

To  fue  the  promised  good,       [need 
Thou  haft  no  more  to  do  but  plead 

Thy  Huft>3nd*s  fealing  blood. 
This  can  thee  more  to  God  commend, 

And  cloudy  wrath  diipcl, 
Than  e*er  thy  finning  could  offend  ; 

Thy  Huft>and  vanquifliM  hell. 
When  vengeance  feems,  for  broken 
laws, 

To  light  on  thee  with  dread. 
Let  Chrift  be  umpire  of  thy  caufe  ; 

Thy  Huftmnd  well  can  plead. 
He    pleads    his    rightcoufncfs,    th^t 
bro«ght 

All  rents  the  law  would  crave  ; 
Whatc'cr   its  precepts,   threat'oing«, 
roo«*ht. 
Thy  Huiband  fully  nave. 

F  in 


ru 


I  ^9^ 

^H  And  f-ir  piipf^^lMn  e»)!i 

^H  J u!i ice  i Ji  ci I  r  L A t% H figs  d^uthdcmcuii^    flu  t\\\ 

^H  Tti  >  HiKlMn^l  jt««c  it  hIJ. 

^H  ll\k  bknjrt  ilic  fiery  I>w  did  qitu}^       ft 

^H       II1VI  dr<  (Lux  tt)  Hr4V*ji*i  ^vM    V 

Tliy  BulUti(i"i  It  tbffT}*r,  li    1      n 

Thtt  A'iv*:4tt  Ki^k  n^uch  t4i  fay, 

HU  dknt)  need  not  k^r ; 
for  Ckhi  (be  Fiitlicr  kcart  htm  ay, 

Thy  Huibuid  tatb  tiU  cmr. 


A  ^uC^  ftll^t  iw¥^  4«f  k*  lu^ 


Let  ii^rth  >iti4  iitU  tit<ii  rtFim 
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First  Tiii^e  the  Latin,  Greek  and  either  Quotations  arelfah'slated 
into  Engiirih, 

ssEiiTATiONs  ON  Til E  Propii ECiEs,  which  havo   iiMnaikably" bcett 
fulfilled  and  at  this  time  are  fujiillrng  in  the  WurM.  bv  TilOJi^'AS 
Newton,  D.  p.  I^rd  Bishop  ol  pristol.     A  /ktj:  iditiun,  mtk  41 
Supplement,   containing  Extracts  froii\  sesetvA  V\V)\vWx\c  N\\\\:^" ' 
and  in  which  (or  the  first  time  tjje  l.at\n,  Ovc*jV,  w\u\  viVWi^J^ 
tioiis  occurring  at  the  foot  of  eacU  pa^e  arii  \t  .vwAbX'^i^  vvCVa* 


Nov  Ecoks  PuhJkhri  h^  W,  Bayn^. 

4  Nently  prfated  on  fine  wove  paper,  with  &.  Portrait  ^f  the  Autbf,! 

one  larKO  vol,    1 2 mo,  n  New  Edition,  being  the  IStht  ^if 

Pa  1 V AT E Th o lt g 1 1  t ft,  1 N  T «^ o  P A n Ts  COM  p L KT £ .  Pnri  I.  (jf'm  ^ 

di:5cstt."*(l  into  l^  Articl***  wfilh  praciical  Re&oUuiuu^  lc?rnifd 

Upon.     Pari  IL  Vpm  a  Chrhtian  li/**,  or  necc^^ury  4iivCNii^ 

it*  liefiinnin^  and  ProprcHS  upon  Eiirth  in  order  n>  it*  6wJ( 

frclion  in  the  Beiui fjc  Vision ,  by  W i l li a m  Be v k n t DGr^  !>  ^ 

latp  Lord  Bishop  of  bi*  Asaph,  thp  lath  Edition^   to  whicb  »i^ 

first  prefixed  the  Life  and  Gmractcr  of  t^*^  Author. 

"  This  great  and  good  Bishop   hitd  very  early    a^ldlcted  bm»'J' 

**  Piety  and  a  Religious  Course  of  Life^  of  ^hicH  his  Private  Tlif*^  s 

"  wiil  be  a  lasting  cvidejicc;  they  were  written  in  his  younger  )CA:i,i4 

'*  he  must  a  considerable  time  before  this  have  devoted  himself  tn  saiJ 

"  practices,  otherwise   he  cotdd  never  have  drawn  up  so  judidom  ai 

"  SQtJ nd  a  declaratiim  of  his  faith,  nor  have  formed  suvh  cxrcUrrt  r^ 

^*  lution^  hQ  agreeable  to  the  CLmtian  Life  in  all  its  parrs. 

ride  kii  m, 

5  Handsomely  Prjntid  on  |iii<*  ivov€  paper,  in  1  krgc  volunif  1^*^ 

with  a  fine  portrait  of  the  Author,  price  3s  6d  boards,  or  4*  iJ 
4i6d  bound,  a  new  edition,  being  the  Eighth,  of 
The  Saints  EvtJiLASTixG  Rest,  or  a  Trcatii^e  of  the  Ble^se^  Sni 
of  the  Siiint?.  in  tlnir  Enj^'ynunt  oi  God  in  Heaven,  tf'nttfnh^ 
Jievrfrnd^  lAitnntd,  and  Vions  Mr,  Richard  Baxtlii.  AbndjH 
by  Benjamin  pAwrFTT,  M.A. 

6  Handsonu'ly  printed  on  fine  wove  pupcr,  in  8vo.  price  Is  stitched, 

A  N    E  X  q  V  I  II  V    INT  O   T 1 1  K  O  R  I G  I  N   O  Y  T 11 1'  E    R  E 1, 1  f  J I  o  V  ,    fo^tt  hfT  U  f 

the  I/iTCfifitfH  of  IaIU  /w,  and  the  Disanen/  of  iJie  most  ustt,il  .irfs  u^ 
Sciences  J  wherein  it  is  attonipted  to  prove  tli;it  the  KnowleJiit  ^^ 
these  Thin^^s  originated  in  the  Ea>t,  and  hath  been  ditfabed  ani'>u;< 
Kiankind  hy  various  ehannels,  hut  chiefly  throUp^jh  the  mednini 
the  Ancient  Jews,  and  tho^-e  Writings  which  relate  to  their  IVlnic 
and  Relii;i<>us  (Economy.  By  the  Rev.  James  C'iieighton,  B.A. 

7  Neatly  printed  on  line  paper,  in  1  larai.'  volume  r2nu).  price  o^^  boi. 

///(■  ,srcvn({  I'M'tion  of 

MiSCEELAN  EOUS  SEEECTHiNS,  or  tllC  RUDlMENTSof  TsEFl  I.  K  \  (   ' 

eedoe  froni  the  first  Authorities,  designed  lor  senior  schc'rr-  : 
schools,  and  for  \'(>unf;  Pcr-^ons  in  general,  containing  useliil  ir/^; 
mation  on  a  variety  of  subjects  not  to  be  found  in  any  liook  "i  ;o 
r.enil  u<e  in  Scho(ds,and  yet  by  all  I'ersons  necessary  to  l.o  l^n  >\ 
CompiK'd  by  J.  (iuv,  Miister  of  the  Literary  and  Commercial  > 
minary,  liristol,  and  Author  of  an  English  CtramnKir,  E|UtonR^ 
Geographv,  (N:c. 

8  Handsomely  printed  on  fine  wove  paper  in  ISmo.  with  a  neat  fmnn^" 

})iece,  price   'Js  neatly  done   up  in  boards,  or  on  royal  paper  J>  ^• 
boards — uUr.  hound  j)lain  (^x  ele^Tjit,  for  Presents, 
PiiE  Lirr:  oi   Josrrii,  the  Son  ok  Isiiaee,  in  eight  books,  chioti\  do 
sii^ned  t(>  allure  \  ruing  Minds  to  a  love   of  the  Sacred  Scri;;nirc> 
B}  Jo 'IN  ?.!  AC(;o\\  AX.     The  third  edition  corrected. 
"  This  History  of  the  W  vinj,  Hebrew,  >o  celebrated  for  his  chastny.b 
'*  wisrjoni,  and  thr  \'i(is  'I'lJe^i  of  his  fortune,  may  be  exhibited  as  a  ! 
*  Con)|)anion  for  Mr.  Cie-ner's  Death  of  Abel." 

Vide  Mont/ilv  7^n/r-- 
<)  Neatly  printed  on  Tme  wove  paper,  in  l^mo.with  a  neat  frontispH'"-' 

Yv\e.v:  OS  V)c>v\T\^^ 
IE  Life  and  Siivnusiw.  A\^n  v.^vvw^'?^  cn\  \k.ci^\^^Q>iC,^v^.o 
..f  \^^,.^.     M.,r\n..v     \  v.ew  v:<\\v\o\\. 


Nao  B(^  Publisked  by  W,  Raynes^  3 

Slytf  Watts'  Lpoic,  uniform  with  the  ahpve,  3^  boards 

Willis's  Subyey  of  St^  Asaph,  coHsiderabli/  enlarged  and  brovgit 
■  dawn  to  tie  present  Time,  with  the  additions  of  the  names  of  thp 
Canons  and  Vicars,  chor|i|  of  the  Cathedral  and  the  incumbents  of 
the  difiercnt  Parishes  in  the  Diocese,  from  the  earliest  dates  with 
Memoirs  of  sonic  of  thpm.  j^Iso  a  Secotid  Appendix^  containing  an 
Historical  Account  of  the  different  Arch-Bishoprics,  Bishoprics, 
Religious  Houses,  Colleger,  Dignities,  London  Churches,  kc.  re- 
ferred to  in  the  body  of.thc  Work,  with  the  JfJJ'e  of'  the  Author  pre- 
Jixed^  by  Edward  Edwards,  A.  M.  Vicar  of  Llanarraon  in  Yale, 
and  Curate  of  Wrexham  in  the  Diocese  uf  Sf.  Asapti,  in  2  large  vols* 
«vo.  with  a  Portrait  of  the  Author,  18s  boards 

Dk.  Doddridge's  Rise  and  Progress  of  Religion  in  the 
Soul,  &c.  a  new  edition,  with  his  Sermon  on  the  Care  of  the 
Soul  added.    Printed  on  fine  paper,  12mo.  3s  bound 

"^Vi.  Doddridge's  Seven  Sermon's  to  Young  People,  a  new 
and  neat  edition  on  fine  paper,  pocket  size,  with  Portrait  of  the  au-r 
thor,  Is  3d  boards,  or  ls6*d  neatly  bound. 

Dr.  Doddridge's  Sermons  on  the  Religious  Education  op 
Children,  printed  uniform  with  the  above.  Is  boards,  or  Is  34 
bound. 

rhe  above  Two  Pieces  by  Dr.  Doddridge  bound  together,  2s  6d 

Rev.  John  Flav ell's  Saint  I.vdked,  or  the  Great  Work  of  m^ 

Christian  opened  and  pressed,  from  Proverbs  iv.  23.  neatly  printed 
with  a  large  new  type,  on  fine  pa|>cr,  with  a  portrait  of  the  Author, 
18mo.  Is  3d  boards,  or  Is  6*d  bound 

r.  B.   In  ordering  the  above  be  careful  to  say  Bayness  Edition^  large 

t,  with  portrait. 

Rev.  John  Flavei/s  Touchstone  of  Sincerity,  or  the  Si^ns  of 
Grace  and  Symptoms  of  Hypocrisy  opened,  in  a  Practical  'IVeatise 
upon  Revelations  iii.  17>  18,  being  the  Second  Part  of  the 
Saint  Indeed,  printed  uniform  with  the  Saint  Indeed,  price  Is  3d 
hoards,  or  Is  6d  neatly  bound 

The  above  Two  Pieces  bound  together*  .2s  fid 

Rev.  Thomas  Brooks'  Apples  ok  Gold  for  Young  Men  and 
Women,  and  a  Crown  of  Glory  for  Old  Men  and  Women,  or  the 
Happiness  of  being  Good  betimes,  and  the  Honour  of  being  an  pld 
Disciple,  24th  edit,  neatly  printed  on  fine  paper.  Is  6d  boards,  or 
2%  neatly  bound: 

or  an  high  character  of  the  above  interesting  aud  pleasing  little  work, 

the  Evangelical  Magazine  for  IVIarch  last. 

Dr.  Watts'  Psalms  and  Hymns,  neatly  printed  on  fine  paper,  large 
print,  24mo.  2s.  6d  bound 

In  a  few  days  rcUl  be  published, 

An  Hebrew  Grammar,  compiled  from  some  of  tlie  most  consider- 
able Grammars,  and  particularly  adapted  to  Bythner's  Lyra  Pro* 
pbetica,  &c.  with  an  elegant  engraving  of  the  Hebrew  Alphabet,  the 
second  edition  revised  and  corrected,  royal  8vo.  3s 

\.B.  This  Grammar  is  used  by  several  Academies,  and  is  allowed  to 

be  best  extant. 

Rev.  Matthew  Henry's  Commentary  on  the  Bible,  a  new 

^  and  beautiful  edition,  to  be  published  in  about  216'  numbers  royal 
^to.  dn  fine  wove  paper,  the  1st  number  at  Qd  and  all  the  othors  at 
6d  each,  1    number  published  weekly*    Thet<i  \jli^  ^  xsMvoXi^T^  ^- 
ready  published. 

[  Smort  IIiHTnn.T    nv   vnv.   Axrip.nT   l%Tt  A.VAAtv.«^»  'vX^  ^^  ^ 


4  Koi^  Books  FuUUkcd  fry  IK.  Bayneu 


grmkii  utUitif  to  a! I  those  who  read  iho  Bible,  and  desire  firSj 
dcrstand  the  varicus  cu^tmiSj  manners ^  &r-  referred  to  i 
cred  book,  wrlLtcn  in  French  by  the  Abbe  Flkury,  ajid 
by  Mn  F-ARyfiwoaTH,  much  ettlaigtHl  from  the  appiintTi^ 
of  Pere  LsMY,  avid  correctrd  and  hnprov^d  t/iroiigkmi  hj 
Claiik^,  in  i  vol,  crowfi  S\o.  4s  boards, 
Tkii  lilttt  tt^ok  contains  a  cafidie  plfiadti^i  mitfjml  ^ecaunt  qfth*  ^eTT»<rii 
potiijft  wirf  Tension  nfthc  I^aetiies.     It  if  sit  ficfiiettt  iHtrodtixtian  ro  tiiereaiaii*fi 
Test^wictitf  ami  &tu»iiil  tf  put  mto  itte  haiuh  of  atery  }fming  pcnan^  «rt  tli^ot^i^^^ 
hfm  qfit,  l-^  Mr*  Tamew&Tthj  ^m^si  printtid  in  1750. 

Vide  Biihojr  tlcrnc'i  DU«^t(l*iM 

25  A  Seriovs  Call  to  a  Devoui'  akd  Hot,v  Liff..,  adsvpHw 

state  and  coiiditif>n  of  all  orders  ol  Chhht kins,   by  W,  LaiJJ 
Thejaurtct'tith  alifwrt,  corri^ctcd  ;  to  which  is  added  iouw flforf 
the  Aufhm\  m\d  T/tnr  Letters  to  a  Friend  j  not  be  Jure  pnbli^ 
any  oihib  Works;  a  bo  Tu-o  Letters  from  Clergy  men  m  tbeEfitt 
bli^bed  Church, strongly  Tcronimending  the  Serious  Call,  &c.oW 
AuchOTf  bis  Character  by  E.  Gibbon,  Esq.  the  historian,  ^fidil 
of  all  Ilia  works,  hir^e  pnnt,  in  1  voL  8vo.  (Si  in  boards 
*4*  Dr<  Jiihnson  say».  Law's  Serimis  Call  ife  the  finest  piec^  of  h^ 
lory  theolog\'  in  any  language,— — yide  his  Ufe'htf  BosjlcII^  8vo,  vqLI 
This  excellent  I  realise  is  written  in    a  strong  and   nervotts  *.tile,  t 
abounds  wiih  miiny  new  imd   suhlinje  ihou;;hts:   iti  it  vvoirl,  oat   ntav 
of  this  book,  as  Sir  Ilichiird  Steele  did'of  a  Discourse  of  Dr,  Souih's,  t 
it  has  in  it  whatever  wit  and  wisdom  can  put  to^ctlior. 

Fide  Cfrrgi/fHcn's  L,etter^  dchts.  Mfig.  Xuw  U 

26  Clarke's  (Dr.  Samuel)  Collection  of  the  Piiomisks  o^•^';^ 

TUiiE,  under  their  proper  lu«ads,  recommended  by  Dr.  Watt 
new  edition  on  fine  paper,  12mo.  3s,  or  with  the  Lite  of  C! 
added  os  6d 

27  Dr.  Doddridge's  Ten  Sermons,  on  the  Power  avdGk 

OF  Christ,  and  on  the  Evidences  of  his  Glorious  Gospel,  a  i 
edition,  24mo.  2s  bound,  or  on  hner  paper  2s  6(1 

28  Dr.  John  Evans's  Sermons  on  the  Christian  Temper,  ^ 

his  Life  by  Dr.  Erskine  of  Edinburgh,  2  vols.  12rao.  Ss  boards 

29  Rev.  John  Maclaurin's  Sermons  and  Essays,  the  Sd  cJiti 

to  which  is  prerixed  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Author  b\ 
Gillies,  Glasgow,  12mo.  3s.  6d.  boards 
*4-*  INlaclaurin's  Sermons  and   Essays  is  a  work  of  uncommon  woi 
truth,   and  experience,  traced  tolheir  genuine  principles,  a  ni 
equally  devout  and  penetrsUing,  and  language  highly  exprts>ivei 

energetic. J'idc  Dr.  li"tUmms*s  Christian  Prcaclur. — For  an  h 

chonuter  sec  also  the  Evangelical  and  Theological  Magazine. 

30  Sermons  by  J.  H.  Massillon,   Biishop  of  Clermont,  sclcctcil  a 

translated  by  VV.  Dicksox,  to  which  is  added  the  life  of  tho -^ 
thor,  second  edition  in  3  vol<.  12mo  10s  0"d  boards 

31  Rev.  John'  Maccowan*  Works,  containing   Dialogues  of  Dev.!- 

vols. — Deiirh  a  \'i<i(»n — Shaver's  Sermon — Arian  and  Socinii 
Monitor — Locking  Glii^s  fc^r  i\iV  Profess«  rsuf  Religion,  and  Lii' 
Joseph,  in  :>  ncai  jmcKcI  volumes  with  frontispieces,  lOsboaidi 

Jn  the  Prc.Sy  and  u-i/l  tc  slorHij  puHi^haf, 

32  The  Rev.  W.  Sn  rueso  i.i:'s  CuRisriAN  Memoirs,  or  a  Re\le\v 

prevent  State  of  Reiiuion  in  Eriglar.d,  in  the  form  of  a  New  Pih 
grimage  to  l\\e  \\evv\c\\\v  ievv\sA\v\\\.  The  third  edition^  reiised  i 
corrected,  liithtlic  Li/c  oft  lie  /lulKur  b^  Ku  ^vaT\>  \vM\iv\v^  ^uteJ 
1  large  volume  Svo»  wwVa  v^Vwis 


g-Jrry  ii'  Ptihluhctf^  nr'ifl^  prmfrd  mt  ft  fur  PtTpcr^   in  4  voh.  ffcviy  8vo, 
"  n    t^if  ef*i^{Jnt  P<irfrnit  ttf  ihf  Authur^  prfcv  lA  8t,  a  ffU'  Cijpicx  viaj/  be 
>«  afijf  ra}/<(/  Pap^T  ^ot  preiStdj  X'^*^«*  boards^  thtfgnrih  tdttton^  rC" 
and  cirrcrUdi  ^f  A 


E 


^JBIOGIiAPHlCAL  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

£gbfrt  the  Great  ra  tbc  ^levolutiofi,   consisting  of  Characters  di«- 

>oscd  In  dilf^reiit  classes  afid  adapted  to  a  metuodical   caiakgue  of 

.j^racrd  B^iftsh  hcaih^  intended  as  an  K$say  towards  reducing  our 

-"iography  to  System,  ajid  a  thlp  to  the  Knowkdge  of  Portratts  ;  in- 

'^*rsper&edwith  a  variety  of  Anecdotes  an'd  Memoirs  of  a  great 

^   irMB*!R  OF  PivifiONS  nr>t   to  bc  fouad  in  any  other   Bio^phical 

S^ork  ;   with  a  Preface,  shewing  the  utjlity  of  a  Collection  of  en- 

ived  Portniits  to  supply  the  detect  and  answer  the  rarlous  Purposes 

Med«i]ij 

By  the  lUv.  JAMES  GRA  NGER , 
t\  Vicar  of  Shiptakc,  in  OifaidfarshUe. 

iFourt&  €Dition,. 

Carefully  revised  and  corrected  * 

^on  :  Printed  for  W,  Ba^^nes^  i4,  Paternotter  Row ;  W,  Clarke,. 

J  Borid  Street ;  J.  White,  Fleet  Street ;  T.  Egcrton,  Whitehall  ;   Han- 

tmnd  Parker,  Oxford ;  Deighton,  Cambridge, and  J*  Arehcf,  Dublin 
Ofuhom  Tnay  6e  Aadfjust  Puhikhed^ 
fi,  J  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY^ 

Vols,  I,  II-  111.  IV.  (to  bc  completed  m  7  to)*,) 
tinlng   a    ChronologiciJ    aceourit,    alphabetically   arranged,  of  the 
noit    curjoas,  itcarce,  useful,  and  important  books,    in  ail  dcpart- 
eients  of  Literature,  which  hire  been  ptiblishcd  tii  hating  Greeks  Cop~ 
Hebrev^^  Smnaritan^  S[^rw,  Chaidt^^  Mthiopk,  Arnbic^  Ptrsian^ 
.  nenian^  fire,  frora  the  infiincy  of  Printing  to  the  beginning  of  the 
__  nctecnth  ccntu  ry ;  with  Bioc  n  a  p  mc  a  L  A  N  bc  ootrs  of  A  UT  hors, 
fpRiKTEns,  tf?irf  Publishers;  a  distinct  Notation  of  the  Edition 
Jprincipcs  and  Optima — and  the  Price  of  each  Article,  (where  it  could' 
rbe  ascertained)  from  the  br«t  London  Catalogues,  and  public  Sales  of 
illie  most  valuable  libraries,  both  at  home  and  abroad  \  iticiuding  the 
Wmkak  cf  the  foitrih   tdiiion   of  Da,    Harwooo's    Vitw   op    the 
■Classics,  ^wiik  immmtrMt  Additions  and  Amtndmrntf*     To  which 
«rill  be  added  an  EjiMjif  em  BiUkgraph/^  v^ilh  a  general  and  particular 
isocount  of  the  different  Authors  on  that  subject,  in  Latin,  French,' 
lltalian,  German,  and  English — a  description  of  their  works,  fijst,  im- 
I  proved,  and  best  Editions — with  critical  Judgments  on  the^  whole,  ex* 
ftracted  from  the  best  bibho graphical  and  typographical  authorities,. 
^And  an  account  of  the  btxt  En^iUk  trmtsiiHion  of  en^h  Greek  and  La^ 
Min  Classk,     A  work  highly  necessary  and  interesting  to  Booksellers, 
|Scholara,  and  Collectors  of  public,  and  private  Libraries  ;  being  the 
I  tno^t  extensive,  and  (it  b  presumed)  the  ma^t  useful  of  the  kind  ever 
Lattempted  in   the  English  language,  4  vols*  nattiy  printed  on  fine  paper, 
my,   \2mom  j£\    4t*  pr  o«  *i  ffte   rot/al  paper  hoi  preined^  £\  I68» 
_tards.     VoL  IL  is  illustrated  with  a  perfect  fee  limiilc  of  Costers  Ho-^ 
arium,  the  first  attempt  at  Printing  in  Euro|)c, 

ocfw  favour  Me  Account  of  the  above  interesting  W<irky  fee  ikt^ 
kWj  MmiA/^  Mirror  j  ^c^ 


Booh  PiiUh^td  By  IV,  Bopir&, 

3  THK  AKIMATEO  AND  E3CCELXENT  SbRMONS  of  J*  B.  Mi«IlUl*J 

sbop  of  Clermont »  Transktcd  by  W*  Dickson,  with  tiie  Li 
Author,  third  edit iov^  neatly  printed  on  fine  jjaper  ia  3  krgc  vok, 
1^.  boards. 
The  Salmons  ofMassiilonf  SfC*  deserve  great  attmHon, 

Vide  Krtt'5  Elem«m 

4  The  CoMrttTB  Duty  or  Ma??,  or  a  System  of  Doctriiuil  s 

tical  Christianity,  to  which  are  addet^tbrmsof  Prayer,  and 
Dtvotjcn, — designed  for  the  use   of  families,    by   Hewit  ^ 
A*  Mp  Htctdr  oi  Yelling,  the  tigkih  edition^  with  tiic  Life  of  tk 
thor^  hand»omdy  printed  on  fine  paper,  l2mo,  3s  6d  bcmnk,  cf ' 
and  4»*  Crd.  bound, 

5  The  Economy  cf  thr  Covenants  between  God  and  MaSO* 

prehcndinga  Complete  Body  of  l>ivinity,  -by  the  learned  Hltl*i 
WiTsiUS  1).  D.  vAlh  his  Life,  fiiithfiilly  translated  icom  tkl^ 
neatly  printed  on  fine  wove  paper  u^tih  at*  tlegant  portrait  t^fikt  ii/^ 
in  2  vols.  8vo.  14^,  boards. 
The.  abovt  U  rccommatdvd  fitf  the  /^rr.  Mn..  flERT.EY   attd  m^ii 

Diiittey^  as  a  tyork  that  ftan  not  ifn  equal  in  the  World.  ! 

^  HtVi  Recharu  Baxter's  CrtRisTJAN  DjfttCTORv,  or  a  surt  OJ 
to  Present  and  Kternul  Hajjpincss,  abridged  from  the  OrigiM]^ 
Adam  Clarke,  Editor  of  Fleurr/^s  Hisfort/  of  the  TsratiiUs^Tnx 
lulor  of  S/ttrmc\s  lir/lcrflons,  4  voh\  Src  neatly  printed  on  line  ^^c 
with  a  portrait,  in  *2  Inrge  vols'.  8vo.  U»s.  boards. 

7  HoR.T,   SoLiTARiT,,    OT    Kssavs    upoii     somc    remarkable   Xarr^r^ 

Titles  of  the  llolv  Spirit,  occurrin*^  in  the  Old  and  New  '1\^:.: 
and  l.^cclarativf  of  his  Essential  Divinitv  and  i^racious  Orfirc-  ■ 
Salvation  of  Men,  by  the  Author  oftlic  Christian  Hcmembnuuc:, 
t/ii/d  edition^  in  "2  larpc  vols.  8vo.  His.  boards. 

8  R^v.  Matiilw  IIknrv's  tamilv  BrnLr.,  with  his  Lite,  no  a  p.:l 

ing,   to  be  completed  in    21 6  Numbers  at  6d.  each.      IVinti  '.  \^'. 
new  type  on  tine  wove  paper,  royal  (juarto,  bein^  t/u-  l.t^t  r,  .   <? 
pu/'! is/ltd  in  this  convciiiott  size.      There   is    62  Numbers  alreu'l'^  ; 
lishcl — \  <d.  1.   may  be  had  done  up  in  boards,  price  i  1   Is.  o: 
})l;ites  .£\  2s.  as  there  is  only  a  leW  copies  on   hand,   the  aj)|»lic.ir 
must  be  early. 
1>  ]{ev.  Mattiikw  1 1 en'uy's  Method  for  Prayer,  with  Scripture 
pressions  pro})er  to  be  used   under  each  head,  a  m-w  tditioi;^  io  ->' . 
is  Tiow  first  adiled,   his  Dirrctions    for  Daih  Communiofi  \,ith  G n:. 
a  neat  edition,  12mo.  2s.  bd.  boards — 3s  bound. 

10  Dr.  Pmiip  Doddkidoe's  Works,   5  vols.  8vo.  .i^l    1  js  boar.:^- 

11  Ditto,   including  the  Expositor,  vols,  I.  to  V.   to  be  complcU\l  i»i 

vols,  royal  Hvo.  al  8s  t)d  each. 

12  Ciuy's  Misci.Lt.ANEOi  s  Seiections,  or  Rudlmcnts  of  uset^il  k-' 

Kdge,  2rid  edition,  neatly  prhucd  in  one  large  vol.  12mo.  5s.  1^^^^:' 

13  Dr.  Mavor^s  New  Speaker,  or  English  Class  Book,  svL>ind  di- 

rrvised  with  a  fr(.)ntispiece,  in  one  large  vol.  l2nio.  4s.  bounJ. 

14  .To UN  Locke,  Es(].  on  liducation,    l2mo.   3s  boards 

IT)   Baxter's  Saints  Rest,  an  elegant  edition,  l2mo.  3s.  ('d  boards 

///  ///('  Pnss  and  n'dl  a/itJi t'h,'  I'C  Puldishcd, 

16  The  Aninuiicd  and  Pojit/lar  Sanii::s  of  Br.EbiDENT    Davies,  A. 

ot  America,   with  his  LiiV,  <S:c.  in  3  vols.  8\o. 

1 7  \  u P .  Le  1  (.- UTON  's  Lx;}<n/fonj  11  'orh^:\m\  other  Uemairs,  some  of  ^vl 
were  never  bU^rc  \uvbUsl\v:d ;  with  Pierace  by  Dr.  Doddridge;  t. 
ne:ttl\  print e>\  \u  '2  \o\s.  fi\(^    \'l'?>\^o'Cv\'\^.  j^z^ 

xNicltulciOiN  I'ruiUr,  Wcuucr  ^U-«.i:t.. 
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